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INTRODUCTORY. 


Whbnbtkr  any  thing  in  the  least  degree  promising 
novdtj,  or  tending  to  innovation,  is  aimed  at  in  the 
world,  particularly  within  the  well-warded  territories  of 
literalwe ;  it  is  reasonably  expected  that  some  plea 
shall  be  offered  ibr  thus  iiftpertineiitly  swerving  from 
the  good  old  bealen  tract  of  imitation. 

In  aoeoonting^  thenv  for  otir  preseni  conduct  in  putting 
forth  a  pnbliealioD  of  the  lighter  sort,  which  is  meant 
to  difSer  as  welLfirom  the  numerous  race  of  pretty  pio« 
ture*books  of  winter,  with  their  lady-like  poetry,  and 
their  refined  romaiiice,  as  from  the  general  performances 
of  our  novelists,*'*-wberein,  by  great  •  art  and  pains- 
taking, and  often  sorely  against  the  will  both  of  reader 
and  hero,  they  contrive  to  draw  out  the  lengtheneiil 
sweetness  of  those  valuable  productions,  to  the  exact 
measure  of  bibliopolieal  prescription*— 'never  were  men 
more  fortunate  than  we,  for  we  have  to  bring  forward 
in  our  favour  do  Ides  a  personage  than  the  great  god- 
dess of  Fashion  herself,  who,  in  these  innovating  times, 
hath  decidedly  pointed  her  autocratic  finger  in  the  very 
direction  which  we  have  obediently  takeiL  ^ 

This  omnipotent  regulator  of  the  great;  concerns  of 
literaHtre  and  millinery,  then,^this  mistress- of  the  cete^ 
monies  even  to  polities  and  religioni,  having  first  set  up^ 
a  series  «f  magaificenl}  palaces  at  the  western  end  lof 
our  imeftfopolis,  uhder  the  name  ^^dub  hooses,  antf 
caused  lO'  associate  together  inito  them  numerous 
bodies  of  worthy  men  wha  have  liisle  lo  do;  next  in 
the  course  of   the    clubbing  fever  which   naturally 
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followed,  tlirew  her  handkerchief  in  the  most  inviting 
manner  to  all  persons  ambitious  of  being  considered 
literary,  and  said  to  them  in  a  voice  of  potency,  if  not 
of  thunder,  "  Go  ye  and  do  likewise*"  How  fer  the 
mandate  of  o^rgffB^  ruipr;h^a:ba^  obeyed  in  the 
letter,  by  the  setting  up  of  an  additional  club  with  a 
literary  title,  it  doe»  not  perhe^  become  us  strictly  to 
inquire.  A  higher  power  even  than  Fashion  herself — 
namelyi  tihat  ineebtible  system  of  improvemsntwkich 
seems  now  abroaid  m  the  world,  hath  revealed  to-  nt 
and  to  aU  men  (who,  blessed  with  that  recondite  degree 
Qf  penetration  elegantly  termed  the  possession  of  kaif 
on  eyti  ate  4is{)Qsed  to  look  into  the  tendencies'  of 
things),  that  it  is  now  time  it  should  be  obeyed  im  thi 
spirit,  for  reasons,  applying  both  <  to  literacy  men  and  to 
tlie  world)  which  are  too  grave  as  well  as  ^numeioae 
to  be  here  entered  upon*  Be  that,  however^asit may« 
this  peculiar  tendency  of  our  *  time-^his  increasing 
epiiii  of  segregation  andof  miion,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  of  which  it  were  well  that  our  men  of  talent 
engaged  in  literature  more  generally  partook,  hath  fur- 
nished the  collector  and  part  writer  of  the  following 
jpieees  with  that  nedessary  desideratum,  a  tolerably 
suitable  title,  under  which  the  whole  may  be  appropii» 
Ittely  presented  to  the  public* 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  clul^s  and  >  all  that  pertaine 
to  t^kcm,  however,  we  would  willingly,' were  it  at  all 
expedient,  take  the  present  opportunity  of  eayinga'^fbw 
words.  Not  that  we  ourselves  have  any  such  uieonve^ 
^ent  discerBiilenty  as  to  see  evil  in  a  thing  that  is  de^ 
cidedly  in  fasluoot  ao  long  as  the  fashion  is  fairly  eup« 
poiled  by  the  goddess.  >  But  eonsidpring  ourseifvee 
bound  on  all  occanons  tolake  the  pavt  of  the  ladies^ 
It  hath  been  j[)ut  into  onr  heads  to  offer  «n  their  parte 
on  thist  occasion  a  few  words  of  gentle  expoi^tulation« 
with  the  bonourafale  mttmbers  of  these  greatr  establish^ 
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it  18  well  hn&mt,  that  siace  the  cluiis  iiave  oobiq  ti^ 
tnanriage  has .  entirety  gone  out*  The  reason  ia  ofaviousi 
How  ean^yoang  men  of  moderate  ibrtanes  be  exjpected 
to.  confine  themfielves  to  an  ordinary  establishment  and 
plain -Enghah  fare^  when  for  a<  tithe  of  the  exipense 
they  ean  live  in.  a;  palace  and  enjoy  erery  sovt  of  iaxiury  1 
How  can  it  be  expected  that  a  gentleman  should  marry 
for  the  odd-fashioned  motives  of  comfoit  and  society, 
when  ti&e  dabs  and  tfaeir  appendages  supply  all  this  at 
a  tenth  of  the  cost  2  What  is  the  consequence  !  Mari* 
tiage  is  compietriy  at  a  stand !  White  favcnirs,  special 
lioeneeSy  and  honeymoons  are  almost  forgotten.  The 
Bpinsteis  increase  on.' erery  side,  and  even  the  fcwfaiaF* 
ried  mea  now  alivs  and  getting  eld,  have  entirely  de* 
serted  their  own  hones,  to  live,  habit«  and  repute  at 
th«r  dub  house !  What  is  the  world  to  do  ?  Are 
the  ladies  to  betake  themselves  to  nunneries,  according 
to  the  project  of  Lady.  Mary  Wortley  Montague,  who^ 
like  other  advide  given.  Was;  as  we  all  Imow,  partietH 
larly  inclined  to  ^atnunnidh  life  which  she  once  8t«>ngly 
recommended  to  otihersi  Something  must  be  done* 
In  these  Feforming  times,  the>  ladies  must  hxte  a  reform 
of  their  own;  Already  /they  cry  out  for  it  loudly 
wiieuever  they  mbet.  Nay,  tiiey  are  beginning  among 
themsdves  to  taiik  absolute  radiealism  in  regard  to  the 
clubs.  And  be  they  rotten4)oroiighs  or  be  they  close* 
boroughs,  the  men,  aay  they,  «'must  not  be  suffered  to 
burtmff  so  constant^  about  those  luxurious  establish^ 
ments^  or  if  they  do.  there  is  no  hope  for  us.'*  We 
have  heard  of  several  projects  bcingi  in  aotual  diseuei 
siott  to  bring  marriage  again  into/ fashion,  whioh  it 
would  neither  be  wise  Uor  ddicste  in  nsliere  to  blmacfa« 
Now  all  iMs  may  be  laughed  «t:  by  eome;  and  sport  to 
the  Ma[lfausiaiis,«*^ut  it  is  death  to.the(ladie»i    ^ 

Grievotas'as  this  master  musti  doubtless  Jye  to  Ri^my 
of  that  interesting  sex  for  whom  we  would  stand  up 
against  any,  the  most  dedded  improrenieiit  inr  which 
A3 
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ihey  are  not  meluded*  we  hare  the  satbfaction  to  think 
that  no  such  objectkxi  can  be  urg^ed  against  out' simple 
arrangement'  Clubbing  of  witSt—xor  different  individ«> 
uals  telling  a  series  of  tales  in  one  book, — is  too  Intel* 
lectuai  an  exercise  to  have  any  serious  effect  in  putting 
a  stop  to  matrimony^  At  least,  we,  should  hope  «o ; 
for  so  it  happens  that  we  are  all  married  men,  and  it  is 
generally  found  in  the  world  that  those  who  are  in  any 
trouble  themselves  are  quite  pleased  to  see  as  many  as 
possible  inyeigledinto  similar  circumstanceai 

But  not  to  predicate  any  thing  upon  this  matter,  we 
cannot  avoid  adding  a  grave  word  upon  the  subject  of 
a  favourite  project  of  ours :  namely^  (he  association 
together  as  much  as  possible  of  men  of  talent  and 
character,  who  are  professionally  engiaged  in  literary  pur<« 
suits.  We  know  it  is  in  ibe.natore  of  man,  that  tbosis 
divided  into  their  respective  coteries  of  sooidity,  ov 
throughout  the  connexions  of  bibliopolical  competition* 
should  be  ready  to  say,  **  I  am  of  Paul,  and  I  of 
Apollos,**  J&c,  and  so  bend  their  minds  to  all  the  little^ 
Besses  of  detraction  and  opposition*  Yet  among  other 
orders  of  men,  whose  labours  have  less  to  do  with  tb^ 
world  at  large,  we  have  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  an 
esprii  du  eoarps^  which  accomplished  much  good  and 
obviated  much  evil ;  and  wctimagine  we  see  something 
in  the  near  distanee,*--even  in  England,  where  men  of 
letters  .  are  comparatively  n^lected,-^which  promises 
that  not  long  hence<  they  will  be  disposed  voluntarily  t(i 
say,  liko  the  two  kings  of  Israiel,  '^  Goose  and  lot  us 
look  one  another  in  the  face."    , 

Whether,  however,  he  has  any  prophetic  discernment 
or  .not,  the  Editor  o£  the  following  tales,  &o.  has 
dreamed,  in  his  •  moments :  of  jsailguine  speculation, '  of 
the  mariy  advantages  both  public  and  persoilal  which 
might  arise  from  the  frigidly  association  of  those  v^ho 
have  much  to  do  with  that  great  modem  power,  public 
opinion*.    Bxit  this  is.  not  the  place  to  speak  forther 
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upon  80  grave  a  subject ;  and  doubtless  he  who  indulges 
himself  with  the  penning  of  these  sentiments,  and  who 
has  made  that  beginning  in  literary  association  which 
may  be  implied  in  this  friendly  collection,  is  not  worthy 
to  keep  a  door  to  a  club  of  real  savantes^  yet  in  all 
matters  of  private  pursuit  or  public  spirit,  it  is  wonderful 
what  a  love  for  any  thing,  and  an  occasional  gleam  of 
sanguine  enthusiasm  will,  by  perseverance,  effect. 

But  we  feel  we  are  taking  a  liberty  with  the  public 
for  which  our  respected  constituents  have  given  us  no 
express  authority;  so,  to  end  our  introduction,  we 
would  only  further  in  their  name  say  to  the  good-na- 
tured reader,  though  the  following  stories  are  compara- 
lively  but  trifles,  yeCicousidering  the  difficulty  in  the 
present  hackneyed  state  of  this  sort  of  literature,  of 
writiog  short  tales  which  may  obtain  the  attention  of 
those  who  have  not  leisure  or  taste  for  two^volume 
uidertaking,  you  will  please  to  believe  that  we  have 
done  our  best  as  a  first  offer  for  your  amusement,  both 
as  to  interest  and  variety.  To  conclude,  then,  this 
friendly  parley  with  the  reader*  we  would  further  say 
to  her  or  him,  in  the  manner  of  the  older  authors, — 
**  Gentle  men  and  gentler  maidens-— dames  ever  fair 
and  ever  fascinating,  who  read  tales  of  love,  because 
for  it  ye  were  formed,  and  smile  or  sigh  as  your  feelings 
are  affected,  because  form  and  feeling  are  ypur  most 
engaging  attributes-^^-also  critics  stem,  penetrating  and 
severe,  with  spectacle  on  nose  and  snuff  at  elbow^ — sit 
down  all  when  you  are  in  an  amiable  humour,  and 
when  reading  is  no  toil,  but  a  mental  relaxation,  and 
be  pleased  if  you  can  with  our  Cmp-BooK,** 
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THE  SIEGE  OF  RHODES. 


Bt  G.  p.  ^.  JAMES.* 
CHAPTER  t 

til  follow  this  good  man ;  and  go  with  yoii, 
ksA  baiViiif  sworn  truth,  ever  will  be  true. 

SH4KSrKAU. 

tx  was  on  the  evening  of  one  of  those  uncertain 
days  of  spring  which  winter  and  summer  seem  to  fix 
upon  as  a  common  battle-field^  now  Downing  with 
clotids  of  sleet  and  haU^  and  now  smiling  with  as  bright 
a  glance  as  li  the  bhie  eye  of  heaven  had  nevef'  knowh 
a  tear :  it  was  on  the  evening  of  such  ^i  day,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1522,  that,  in  the  pi  blic  room  of 
entertainment  of  a  small  mn  at  Beaueaire  with  his  feet 
placed  upon  the  large  iron  dogs  which  supported  a 
wood  fire— one  foot  upon  one  and  the  o1  ler  upon  the 
other — sat  a  young  trai  eller,  turning  over  the  red  fagots 
on  the  hearth  with  the  steel  tip  of  his  sword-scabbard. 

His  fbhn  was  light  though  muscular,  and  he  had 
Ibore  ihe  appearance  of  great  agility  than  of  great 
strength.  Yethe^as  cast  so  heedlessly  on  his  seat, 
and  his  limbs  seemed  to  &11  with  such  a  nerveless 
heaviness  that  the  prondse  of  activity  affoi^ed  by  his 
figure  was  belied  by  the  listlessness  of  his  air,  and  he 
ndght  have  passed  Ibr  one  of  the  habituai  hostelrie 

Author  of  «  RlchoUeu,"  "  Damley,"  *<  D#  UOrmet"  **  tbUlp  Augustas,'*  &«. 
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loungers  of  the  period,  had  not  ascertain  meditative 
sadness  in  his  countenance  spoken*  a  mind  overcome 
by  bittet  thoughts,  rather  than  a  body  oonsumed  by 
customary  sloth.  His  habit  was  good  but  not  new,  and 
a  scanty  portion  of  fur  and  gold  about  his  mantle 
seemed  to  say  that  the  wearer's  inclination  for  splendid 
apparel  was  more  comfined  by  th&  narrowness  of  his 
purse  than  by  any  circumstance  of  birth  or  any  sim- 
plicity of  taste. 

There  was  no  one  in  the  chamber  but  himself,  and 
totally  given  up  to  deep  and  seemingly  sad  meditations, 
he  continued  stirring  the  embers  with  the  point  of  his 
sword-scabbard,  apparently  unconscious  both  of  the 
occupation  in  which  he  was  engaged  and  the  instru- 
ment which  he  employed  in  it.  A  tankard  of  strong 
Rhone  wine  stood  untouched  upon  the  table ;  and  while 
the  wind  whistled  through  the  ill-stopped  cracks  of  the 
poor  tenement  in  which  he  sat,  almost  extinguishing 
the  lights  in  the  sconce,  and  the  rain  of  a  sharp  night- 
fifhower  dashed  angrily  against  the  casement,  he  un- 
^naeiously  sung  a  verse  or  two  of  aa  old  Spanish 
baUad,  wlueh  had  probably  as  much  resemblance  to 
the  real  matter  of  his  thoughts  as  the  TaurhUUms  of 
Descartes  bad  to  the  system  of  the  uiaveirse.   . 

**  Mas  de  laa  pena«  qae  siento 
Esta  es  la  mas  prindpal, 
Ponioe  perderme  yo  tola, 
AI  perder  ]laman  ganar. 
T  en  perderos  vos,  Senora, 
08  perder  sin  mas  oobrar ; 
Mas  pues  assi  lo  qnerais 
No  lo  qofonrnm  dilauur.** 

So  he  sung:  and,  indeed,  it  is  an  extraordinaifyfact, 
'that  under  the  faressure  of  qiany  a  heavy  griei,  tbe 
heart  will  very  often  find  a  voice  in  music  for  sorrows 
th^t  are  silent  to  language.  In  such  ca$«a  the  words 
to  which  the  melody  are  joined  are  noihkig.  It  is  the 
nCiusic  that  is  eloquent;  and  never  did.  a  taoae  melan- 
choly tone  breathe  forth  the  feelings  of  a  sad  and 
troubled  spirit  His  thoughts,  his  sensations,  his  very 
external  senses  seemed  so  powerfully  concentrated  on 
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tome  deep  and  absorbing  theme,  that  the  ordmary 
Occurrences  that  passed  around  him  were  veiled  from 
his  eyes  and  ears. 

A  troop  of  horses  stopped  at  the  inn-gate ;  and  the 
clitttering  hoofs  and  jangling  of  their  caparisons  might 
have  awakened  the  Seven  sleepers;  but  his  dream 
remained  unbroken,  and  he  marked  not  one  of  all  the 
many  sounds  which  trumpet  the  airival  of  a  large  com* 
paiiy  at  a  poor  inn. 

-  A  fine  manly  voice  was  then  heard  giving  manifold 
directions  M  some  nrate  attendants.  **  Cross  the  ferry 
with  all  speed !  atid  then  on  to  Aries.— *The  horses  are 
quite  fresh. — ^'Tis  but  three  leagues. — ^Tell  the  noble 
prior  that  I  remain  behind  on  business  at  Beaucaire, 
but  that  I  come  onward  to-morrow ;  and  you.  Brother 
Francis,  see  that  the  arms  be  all  arrived,  and  examine 
well  that  they  be  in  good  condition.  Think  of  all 
things  for  the  good  of  the  ordcr,-^*  Watch  and  pray !'" 

With  such  injunctions,  half-clerical,  half-milita]y«  the 
speaker*  concluded ;  the  clattering  of  the  hoofs  again 
echoed  along  the  street,  mingling  as  it  receded  with 
the  howling  of  the  wind,  the  pattering  of  the  rain,  and 
the  roaring  of  the  angry  Rhone ;  and,  afler  a  little  more 
bustle  at  the  door^  the  worthy  host  with  various  nonde- 
script attendants  ushered  in  the  stranger,  who  had  re* 
mained  behind,  and  whose  step,  as  he  strode  up  to  the 
hearth,  was  the  first  thing  which  roused  the  original 
tenant  of  the  room  from  his  dream  of  Other  times. 

The  yoimg  man  started,  and  for  a  moment  looked 
bewildered,  as  one  whose  thoughts  had  been  far,  far 
away^  then  rose  from  his  stool,  and  fixing  his  eyes  for 
an  instant  intently  on  the  face  of  his  new  companion, 
he  withdrew  from  the  monopolizing  position  in  which 
he  had  placed  himself  before  the  fire»  and  with  a  grace- 
ful inclination  of  the  head  made  room  for  the  other  to 
share  in  the  warm  smile  of  cold,  stem  winter's  most 
cheei^ful  Oj^nent 

The  stranger  shook  his  robe,  which  was  drenched 
with  the  night-rain,  and  took  his  seat  by  the  fure,  gazinff 
lor  a  brief  space  on  his  young  companion,  with  one  el 
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those  glaneeft  of  quick  examinatioa  whkh  we  are  WDftt 
to  bestow  on  him  that  is  to  be  our  fellow  for  aa 
hour — ^rapid,  but  keen — superficial,  but  comprehensive. 
His  own  occupation  was  at  once  denoted  by  the  dark 
robe  and  eight-limbed  cross  worn  by  the  knights  of 
8t.  John  of  Rhodes ;  and  his  tall  martial  form^  his 
broad  splendid  brow,  round  the  high  contour  of  which 
the  gray  locks  of  eld  euiled  unthinned  and  luxuriant, 
his  eye  full  of  fire  and  intellect,  his  proud  lip,  on  whose 
patrician  bend  hung  a  world  of  energy  and  command, 
all  bespoke  one  of  the  best  knights  of  that  gallant 
order,  the  stumblingblock  of  the  Saracen  power,  and 
the  bulwark  of  Christendom^ 

All  this  was  easily  read,  and  one  hasty  glance  was 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  younger  traveller ;  but  he  him* 
self  presented  a  page  which  lus  companion  found  harder 
to  decipher.  His  dress  was  of  that  middle  rank  which 
in  those  days  was  less  common  in  every  country  of  the 
world  than  it  is  now.  Each  class  was  then  more  dis«> 
tinct :  the  peasant  trod  less  upon  the  kibe  of  the  peer, 
and  every  species  and  genus  in  that  branch  of  zoology 
called  society  was  in  general  to  be  known  immediateijr 
by  some  external  mark,  as  distinctive  as  the  beaks  of 
the  accipitrine  or  the  legs  of  the  gruine  tribe.  The 
young  stranger,  however,  in  simplicity  of  apparel, 
touched  somewhat  upon  the  class  of  burghers,  while  a 
casual  ornament  of  a  higher  grade  spoke  pretensions  to 
a  more  elevated  birth* 

The  first  ^ance  the  knight  of  Rhodes  had  given 
did  not  satisfy  him,  and  he  again  ran  his  eye  over  the 
stranger^s  dress :  then,  still  undetermined,  he  turned  it 
to  his  face,  and  read,  or  thought  he  read,  the  traces  of 
tender  education  and  gentle  breeding  in  the  fine,  clear, 
defined  lines  of  his  features,  and  the  flash  of  his  dark, 
melancholy  eye ;  while  the  extreme  whiteness  of  the 
tipper  part  of  his  forehead,  which  was  commonly 
shaded  by  his  hat,  contrasted  strongly  with  the  ruddy, 
sun-burned  hue  of  the  rest  of  his  countenance. 

What  had  been  apparently  a  severe  wound  was  still 
^vered  with  a  ioqg  black  patdh  upon  his  check ;  and 
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n»  the  younger  trtvelkr  suddenly  loused  hinMielf  firom 
one  of  his  deep  fits  of  thought,  and  surprised  the  eyes 
of  his  companion  fixed  upon  his  face,  the  knight  of  St. 
Jc^  took-  that  wound  as  the  pass-word  to  eonversa- 
tion,  sayings — 

^^  You  have  been  in  the  late  wars,  young  sir,  I  see,** 

^  I  have.  Sir  Knight,**  was  the  reply ;  and  the  younger 
stran^r  again  sank  into  silence. 

^*  Was  it  in  the  wars  of  Navarre,  of  Flanders,  or  of 
Burgundy?**  demanded  the  other ;  «« I  have  a  motive  for 
my  curiosity,  young  gentleman,  better  than  curiosity 
alone.** 

^  And  I  have  no  motive  for  concealment,*'  replied  the 
younf  soldier;  ^I  served  in  Navarre,**  and  he  was 
again  silent* 

There  was  a  degree  of  cold  and  somewhat  haughty 
reserve  in  his  manner,  that  seemed  to  offend  the  knight 
of  St.  John,  who  doubtless  looked  upon  the  advances 
of  an  old  and  distinguished  member  of  so  renowned,  an 
order  as  an  honour  to  which  any  str^>Ung  soldier  might 
reply  with  somewhat  more  free  respect.  A  cloud  came 
over  his  brow,  and  his  eye  sparkled  for  an  instant,  but 
such  signs  of  heat  passed  by  immediately. 

"After  all,**  muuered  he  to  himself,  "we  are  but 
poor  friars,  or  at  least  poor  soldiers  of  Christ;  we 
should  be  humbler  than  we  are.  In  Navarre,"  he  added 
aloud,  **  I  have  a  brave  nephew,  my  dead  brother*s  only 
eon,  who  is  fighting  under  the  noble  Andrew  de  Foix 
to  restore  to  Henry  d*Albert  his  natural  dominions  of 
Navarre ;  I  would  fain  hear  news  of  him,  young  sir. 
In  your  campaigns  have  you  met  with  the  young  Duke 
ofNiveUer* 

"There  was  such  a  person  in  the  armv,**  replied  the 
soldier,  "  and  I  remember  we  won  our  knightly  spurs 
together  at  the  taking  of  Pampeluna;  but  the  difierence 
of  our  fortunes  threw  us  faf  apart.  I  saw  him  once, 
however,  in  the  prison  at  Logrogno.** 

"  In  prison !"  exclaimed  the  loiight ;  «*  in  prison !" 

•*  Ay,  in  prison  !*'  replied  the  young  soldier.  **  Have 
J9Q  not  heard  of  our  tlefeat,  and  the  taking  of  the  young 
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Count  de  Foix  and  all  hiB  officers?— 'tis  an  old  talo 
with  us.  Some  three  weeks  gone  we  fought  the 
Spanish  army  and  were  beaten, — ^*ti8  an  old  tale  now.** 

»♦  But  I  have  been  travelling  quicks  though  long,  my 
son,"  replied  the  knight,  "  and  have  thought  of  nothing 
but  how  best  tO  fulfil  my  dtity  towards  the  grand 
master  and  my  order,  by  sending  arms  and  provisions 
to  Rhodes  against  the  menaced  invasion  of  the  Tmks. 
Speak,  sir :  was  my  nephew  still  in  prison  ? — how  did 
you  yourself  escape  ?--Kiaes  he  require  ransom  t— 
where  is  he  confined  f ' 

The  youth  gazed  on  his  elder  companion  for  a 
moment  with  a  glance  in  which  the  eager  anxiety  of 
the  knight's  questions  seemed  to  have  awakened  a  cor* 
responding  energy ;  but  instantly  the  light  faded  away; 
and  the  same  cold  shadow  fell  over  his  face. 

"  In  truth  I  cannot  tell,"  he  replied  gfravely,  "Whether 
the  Duke  de  Nivelle  be  still  in  prison  or  not^  tie  sent 
to  Toulouse  for  mdney  to  pay  his  transom,  and  doubts 
less  it  has  reached  him  by  this  time.  I  myself  escaped 
by  accident,  and  go  to  try  my  sword  under  thfe  new 
Grand  Master  of  Rhodes  against  the  Turks." 

The  knight  of  St.  John  paused  thoughtfiilly  for  a 
moment,  as  if  there  was  something  in  the  youth's  reply 
that  had  sti*u<ik  hiiii  deeply.  "  The  new  Grand  Master 
of  Rhodes !"  he  said  at  length  thoughtfully.  *♦  It  is 
strange  that  I,  a  prior  of  the  order,  should  first  heat 
that  there  is  a  hew  Grand  Master  of  Rhodes  from  the 
lips  of  a  sttanger ;  but  De  Merail  loves  me  not*  When 
he  offered  me  hiiS  daughter  for  my  nephew  in  marriage 
I  refused  an  alliance  with  a  man  of  his  great  pride,  and 
now  he  loves  me  not,  and  doubtless  has  never  notified 
to  me  his  election  that  I  may  be  the  last  infoimed  of 
the  order.  So  Fabricius  Garette,  that  valiant  prince, 
is  dead,  aiid  De  Merail  has  of  course  been  elected  in 
his  place  ?" 

While  his  companion  thud  dpoke,  half^;onmiunin|r 
With  himself,  half-carrying  on  the  conversation  in  which 
ttiey  had  been  engaged,  the  young  soldier  had  ap- 
parently relapsed  into  thought^  and  with  his  eyes  feid 
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mgain  upon  the  embers,  seemed  far  away  in  some  silent 
world  of  his  own.  Nothing  showed  that  he  heard  the 
good  knight's  words,  till  at  length,  without  a  change 
of  feature,  he  replied  abstractedly,  **Carette,  indeed,  is 
dead !  De  Merail  has  lost  the  election  of  which  he 
was  so  sure,  and  Villiers  de  Tlsle  Adam  is  Grand 
Master  of  Rhodes." 

The  knight  of  St.  John  started  on  his  feet  ^«It 
♦—IP  cried  he.  ** Impossible  !  utterly  impossible! 
How  should  De  Merail  lose  his  election,  with  wealthy 
and  rank,  and  influence, — and  be  it  said  too,  with 
valour,  and  wisdom,  and  talent  ?  And  how  should  I 
be  chosen — absent,  and  probably  almost  forgotten! 
But  tell  me,  sir,  who  are  you  who  know  so  much  more 
of  my  order  than  myself!" 

■*  A  poor  gentleman  of  Tourain,"  replied  the  youth, 
^  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  by  name,  and  it  is  easy  to  tell 
how  I  learned  all  the  news  I  give  you.  'Tis  but  two 
days  since  that  landing  at  Marseilles  from  Spain  I  met 
with  a  whole  train  of  knights  and  serving  brothers  of 
the  order  of  St.  John,  who  had  been  at  Paris,  seeking 
in  vain  for  you— -if  you,  indeed,  as  your  words  imply* 
be  the  newly«elected  Grand  Master  of  Bhodes.  I  came 
on  hither,  having  some  business  at  Toulouse,  and 
intending  instantly  to  make  my  way  back,  and,  with 
the  flrst  bark  sailing  to  take  a  passage  for  Rhodes, 
with  the  purpose  of  there  offering  my  sword  to  the 
grand  master  on  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  Turks. 
That  sword  I  now  offer  with  all  my  heart— accept  it, 
sir,  for  it  is  the  first  drawn  in  your  service." 

The  grand  master  stood  for  a  moment  mute,  with 
his  eye  fixed  upon  vacancy,  while  a  crowd  of  new 
sensations  filled  his  bosom :  hopes,  doubts,  anxieties* 
pride  chastoied  by  moderation,  ambition  elevated  and 
purified  by  religion  and  disinterestedness.  A  crowd 
of  new  ideas,  too,  whirled  through  his  brains-cares, 
dangers,  difficulties,  much  to  be  met,  and  much  to  be 
overeonie,  much  to  be  prevented,  and  much  to  be 
crushed.  The  sudden  announcement  of  his  new  sta^ 
lion  changed  like  the  touch  of  death  his  state  of  <9XMt> 
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ence ;  his  relation  to  eyeiy  thing  around  was  altered, 
he  was  in  a  new  world,  where!  all  was  new,  vague, 
uncertain,  indistinct,  unfamiliarized  with  his  mind  and 
heart;  yet  still  it -is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  whole 
was  pleasing.  Howerer  much  we  may  guard  againM 
the  seductions  6f  our  vanity^  that  Dalilah  of  the  human 
mind,  her  blandishments  will  still  be  sweet,' even  though 
lley  win  us  net  to  evil.  He  could  not  hide  from  him- 
self that  the  tidings  were  gratifying  to  him,  and  he  that 
had  first  communicated  diem  found  the  avenues  of  h!S 
heart  opened  by  the  news  tha  he  had  given. 

The  grand  master  laid  his  hand  kindly  upcm  lii6 
yoimg  companion's  shoulders  •*  Your  sword,  young 
sir,"  he  said,  "is  willingly  accepted  by  the  order  of  St. 
John,  for,  by  my  faith,  we  shall  need  the  assistance  of 
all  our  friends,  if  the  news  which  I  have  gathered  in 
Hungary  be  correct  regarding  the  preparations  of  th6 
Turk.  But  should  what  you  tell  me  of  my  election  b^ 
true — :and  I  will  not  dcHibt  it — ^I  must  instantly  Ibrward 
to  Marseilles  to  meet  the  deputies  of  the  counicil; 
although,  God  help  us,  I  must  therefor^  abandon  the 
design  I  had  formed  of  going  on  into  Navarre  to  see 
my  pobr  nephe>^,  whom  I  have  not  met  for  these  fifteen 
long  years.  Would  that  I  could  find  any  one  worthy 
of  confidence  who  would  bear  a  letter  for  me  to  my 
poor  Nivelle,  if  he  be  still  in  prison,  or  would  absolutely 
ascertain  that  he  is  free." 

The  grand  master  flxed  his  eyes  upon  his  young 
tiOitipanion,  who  at  once  understood  his  meaning,  and 
accepted  the  commission.  Nor  let  it  be  thought  extra* 
ordinary  that  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  thus.  readOy  under- 
took a  fatiguing  journey,  and  a  difficulty  perhaps  a  dan- 
gerous enterprise,  for  a  person  he  had  seen  but  for  one 
short  hour.  In  those  days  the  revet^nce  for  age  itself 
was  great,  and  for  high  military  renown  still  greatei*. 
The  name  of  Villiers  de  Tlsle  Adam  was  glotioWisly 
known  throughout  all  Europe,  and  even  without  having*, 
like  Bertrand,  taken  service  under  him,  which  renderwl 
his  request  almost  a  command,  there  was  probably 
scarcely  a  young  soldier  in  all  France  who  would  have 
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liesitated  to  do  his  i^ill,  h^d  it  sent  him  to  th(e  uttpiv- 
xnost  parts  of  the  earth. 

A  few  brief  ^cplanations  ensued.  The  grand  maste^r 
informed  his  yoimg  companion  that  with  all  his  im? 
patience  to  depart  for  Rhodes,  he  wo]uld  be  still  obliged 
to  wait  at  Marseilles  for.  several  weel^s,  embarking  thp 
military  stores  and  reinforcements,  which  di^ring  many- 
months  he  had  been  employed  in  cpUecti^g  for  the 
defence  of  the  order ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  yomig 
soldier  shoidd  with  all  speed  rejoin  him  there,  bringing 
with  him,  if  possible,  the  old  knight's  nephew,  the  Duke 
of  Niveile.  The  letter  was  then  written,  some  business 
concluded  between  the  grand  master  and  the  merr 
diants  of  Beaucaire,  and  the  two  travellers  separated^ 
to  proceed  the  next  day  each  upon  his  own  path, 


CHAPTER  H 

Wben  I  Tlew  tbe  beautlM  t»f  tliy  l^ce, 
I  (tar  not  death)  nor  dangers,  nor  disgrace. 

Drtdkx. 

Thb  sun  had  risen  and  set,  and  risen  again,  since 
we  last  left  Bertrand  de  la  Croix,  and  n.ow  he  was  iji 
Spain.  Not,  indeed,  in  ^ther  Navarre  or  Castile,  but 
in  the  rich  and  beautiful  land  c^.  Catalonia  upc^  ths^ 
lovely  shore  that  casts  its  sjdendid  smile  over  the  bright 
waters  of  the  Meditenranean  Sesu  A  high  old  tower« 
perched  upon  a  wild,  bold  rock,  from  the  scanty  eart|i 
of  which  a  liiousand  shrubs  aAd  trees  sprang  vp  and 
waved  their  green  branches  in  thesiimshineof  a  Spanis}i 
spring;  looked  over  on  the  one  hand  a  wide  tract  of 
lull  and  dale,  and  wood  and  pasture,  and  river  and 
cascade^  and  o^  the  other  hung^  beetling  i  above  the 
waves. 

France  and  Spain  were  at  enmity,  and  invading 
Hiymes  l^y  npepi  the  fronti^  of  e^ch;  but  th^re  wand^^ 
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the  'young  French  solder,  through  that  fair  scene, 
enjoying  sdl  its  beauties ;  nor  did  he  seem  to  fear  aught 
of  evil  or  interruption.  The  cloud  had  passed  from  his 
brow  also,  and  indeed  a  magic  more  potent  than  northern 
spells  seemed  to  have  been  used  to  dispel  it,  for  as  he 
wound  down  from  the  castle  along  the  meandering  and 
sunny  path,  as  fair  a  creature  as  ewx  Nature  in  her 
sweetest  and  most  witching  mood  created  hung  upon 
his  arm,  with  that  fond  confidence  wluch  only  love,  full, 
deep,  undoubting  love  can  give.  Far  out  of  esrshot, 
toying  with  one  of  those  gay  and  silky  dpgs  whos^ 
true  though  fawning  attachment  and  whose  obedient 
love  have  become  abnost  a  by-word  in  the  mouth  of 
perverse  man,  came  an  old  sedate  dsune,  dothed  in 
hood  and  wimple  of  deep  black,  with  prim,  subservient 
features,  touched  with  a  grim  look  of  habitual  acid, 
which  at  once  denoted  the  duenna.  Down  in  the  valley 
too,  two  pages,  of  the  true  page  breed,  pert,  happy, 
thoughtless,  and  as  fine  as  new-blown  buttercups,  held 
the  proud  horse  which  had  borne  the  young  soldier 
thith'er,  and  which,  glancing  his  clear  eye  around,  with 
raised  ear  and  pawing  hoof,  seemed  anxious  for  his 
lord's  retium,  to  dart  away  and  revel  in  his  fleetness 
and  his  strength. 

But  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  was  in  no  haste  to  quit 
such  fair  company ;  and  as  he  strayed  onward,  and  ever 
and  anon  gazed  fbndly  on  the  lovdy  being  by  his  side, 
a  thousand  varied  expressions  of  happiness  lit  up  his 
features,  changing  from  the  gay  and  laughing  glance 
of  sparkling  joy  to  the  ealm,  placid  smile  of  bland 
content  Nor  were  the  dark  flill  eyes  that  looked  upon 
him  sad,  though  there  was  a  tenderer  tone  in  their  de- 
light, and  at  times  a  shade,  as  if  of  mdlancholy,  would 
dun  the  light  ibai  darted  through  their  long  and  silken 
lashes. 

At  length,  as  the  path  wound  round  the  hill,  there 
suddenly  broke  upHn  the  eye,  through  the  fluttering 
canopy  of  the  leaves  and  boughs,  a  bright  far  view 
over  the  sunshiny  sea;  and  Bertrand  paused,  and 
stretohlng  foith  his  hand  towards  it,  he  exelaimed — 
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^^ver  the  se^  Isabel!  <yrer  the  seal  Qmekf  quicfct 
ir  you  love  Aie  1  rapidly  n^'Jand's  nesHeilger,  or  a9 
the  winged  wiH  of  Jo^e  t  Yon  «re  nbt  fifig htenet^ 
dearest,  at  those  dai'k  bias  waves  T  Look  how  they 
dance  and  smile  in  the  gokkm  sunlight^  as  if  to  wo^ 
your  small  feet  io  the  %^k  that  shall' ^Msar  |Qiili,like  the 
floating  fesfther  of  «4»me  snowjr  bird^  t6  die  s|[)iey  island 
of  the  ea^tt  Oh,  no  1  no!  so  fiiir  a  tlub^  as  thou  art 
should  never  fbar ;  Ms  hot  In  tbe  cold  emdity  of  di# 
most  treaeherous  sea  to  hUit  thee,  far  leSs  so  bright  m 

Flain  of  calm  blue  waters  m  that.     NOf  no !  It  shaU  h0 
who  will  fbar,  tnd  listen  fbr  every  windt  lest  it  rock 
my  Isabel  too  roughly,  and  chide  every  wave,  lest  i$ 
disturb  her  slumbers  1     It  is  I  will  fearl" 

The  lady  shook  her  head  »Yoa  fearT  she  an- 
fiwcred :  ^yon  knoWtidC  what  fear  is,  Bertratid.  I  do 
fear — ^yet  stiH,  if  that  sea  whieky  whh  all  ks  multitude 
ar  false-smiling  "Wavei^  looks  eveB'  oo^  ^Si»  iBifimkyt 
were  trebled  in  esttent,  I  would  cross  theto  :aU  (^  make 
you.h^ppy.  But  stilt,  thoU^  it  if  very,  .very  d^|(btful 
to  hbpe,  da  not  let  tis  deoeite  ourseivesloo  fiur.  "Wlieii 
I  tell  yon  that  my  father  has  svmmoned teeijo  Rbodesi 
you  seem  Io  thiiik  that  vt€if  thisg  is  over,  awl  y«t  for- 
get that  he  has  i^  fire  aad^  water  «kall  sooi^  m^ 
iman  we  with  Ms^eonsent;*' 

**  Rash  Vords,  dear  Isatbdl  raek  words  T  implied  het 
lover ;  ^^soon  said  and  soon  veoasted.  Fear  imhI  fear 
not  1  I  have  a  thousand  ways  16  4ria  Mm ;  and  suek 
good  haVoc  shall  my.  swotd  make  amoiig  the  Twk% 
that  fbr  very  shame  he  shall  nM  daoe  r^se  me.  Then, 
too,  I  shall  see  you  every  day,  and^Ouv  dear  eyes  sbaU 
be  the  f<mntiaie  pSanets  of  by  ixoqsei  ajsd  Ug)bt  md  on 
10  ^oty  and  to  vtesery,'*    ^  .  . 

With  such  lover4lke  Hiapsddies  they  wandered  ob, 
fbn  of  sweetthotighte ;  andihough'Jwbel  w<Kild  hardly 
6wn  how  mo6h  she -herself  hoped,  aad  how  oingl^a 
^ith  glad  expectaftoWi  w<wr  her  fears  of  erossing  the 
\vid«f  6ea,  yet  stiM  her  lover's  ardent  words  fell,  not  on 
lief  ear  without  effect ;  and  when  the  sad^  inefvitable 
rnoment  of  parting  at  length  came^  she  loo'  spoke  tb# 
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mutual  words  of  comfort  and  assiirance,  and  owned 
that  she  felt  happier,  far  happier  than  when  last  they 
parted,  when  he  was  about  to  speed  alone  over  the  dark 
waves  to  win  a  difiiciih  Gonsent  fix>m  her  stem,  proud 
parent,  and  she  had  to  remain  behind  in  lonely  expectai- 
tion,  waiting,  comfortless,  the  uncertain  event, 
t  Bertrand  gazed  round  to  see  if  there  was  any  one  in 
sight,  pressed  her  to  his  bosom,  and  printed  his  last 
adieu  upon  the  dear  soft  lips  whose  words  had  given 
him  so  much  happiness.  Then  bounding  up  the  hill, 
he  turned  the  eoiiier  of  the  rock,  which  had  hidden 
them  from  the  complacent  duenna,  laid  a  small  but 
satisfactory  purse  in  the  palm  of  that  worthy  and  dis- 
creet friend,  and  bidding  her  guard  well  her  mistress  in 
the  approaching  voyage,  he  turned  away,  and  hastened 
to  the  valley  where  his  horse  was  held. 
•  **  Have  you  delivered:  safely  the  sacks  of  money  with 
the  ransom  ?^  demanded  he  of  the  elder  page.  Tlie 
boy  signified  that  he  had  fulfiUed  his  orders,  and  placed 
a  safe-conduct,  as  a  passport  was  then  called,  in  the 
hands  of  his  master.  "  Well,  then,**  continued,  .Ber- 
trand, **  speed  back  to  your  fellows,  and  bring  them  with 
all  haste  to  meet  me  at  Marseilles.  You,  siirah^  hold 
the  stirpip.  But  stay^"  he  continued,  **I  had  for^t 
the  letter  !^  and  drawing  a  step  back,  he  produced  the 
identical  epistle  written  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Rhodes 
to  his  nephew,  and  after  pausing  for  an  instant  to  con* 
aider,  he  cut  the  silk  betweea  the  seals,  muttering  with 
a  smile — ^»*The  contents  may.  be  fuHy  as  useful  to 
Bertrand  de  la  Croix  as  to  the  good  Duke  of  Nivelle ; 
iBO  I  see  not  why  I  should  not  read."  . 

Thus  sa3ring,  he  perused  the  oontentis  from  beginnmg 
to  end,  thought  for  an  instant  in.  sileoice,  and  then,  with 
a  gay  smile,  tore  the  letter  in  a  thousand  pieces,  and 
gave  the  flutteriiig  fragments  to  the  wind-  A  moment 
after  he  was  upon  his  horse's  back ;  and,  with  as  upright 
a  carriage  as  if  he  had  vioUted  no  confidence  reposed 
in  him,  the  deceitful  messenger  of  ibe  grand  master 
turned  on  his  road  to  France.  Gradually,  however,  as 
he  spurred  on  his  way,  the  bright  meinory  of  the  happy 
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hours  lie  had  passed  iritfc  Isabel  de  Merail  waned  into 
Tegret ;  the  splendid  daj-dream  of  young  love,  with  all 
its  manjr-coloured  hues  of  delight,  fad^  away  like  a 
dying  rainbow,  as  the  star  which  had  lent  it  its  brilliant 
tints  was  hidden  by  the  cold  cloud  of  absence.  The 
gay  sparkling  of  his  look  lastedbut  for  half  an  hour ; 
and,  before  night  had  fallen,  he  was  nearly  as  cold  and 
sad  as  when  first  we  painted  him  in  the  inn  at  Beau- 
caire. 

On  his  arrival  at  Marseilles,  he  found  the  grahd 
master  in  all  the  bustle  of  active  preparations.  Kiiights 
and  soldiers  and  serving  brothers  surrounded  him ;  and 
in  the  palace  of  the  bishop,  who  lodged  and  entertained 
the  chief  of  the  Ghristiaii  knights  with  courtesy  and 
magnificence,  all  was  hurry,  and  crowd,  and  inquiiy, 
and  command.  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  opened  a  path 
through  a  multitude  <^  merchants'  and  seamen,  who 
waited  the  grand  master's  commands  concerning  military 
stores  for  Rhodes,  and  finding  his  way  to  that  prince's 
presence,  he  gave  an  account  of  his  journey,  somewhat 
different,  alas !  from  the  true  one.  He  had  not  been 
able  to  penetrate,  he  said,  as  far  as  Logrogno ;  but  he 
had  met  a  messenger  speeding  back  to  the  Diike  of 
Nivelle  wiUi  his  ransom,  and  to  him  he  had  confided 
the  letter  of  the  knight.  He  softened  the  mortification  • 
however,  which  he  saw  the  grand  master  experienced 
at  not  receivixig  more  satisfactory  news  of  his  nephew, 
by  informii^  him  that  he  had  found  means  of  enhstmg 
fifty  veteran  volunteers,  who  were  willing  to  serve  the 
order  of  St.  John,  under  his  command,  during  the  men- 
aced attack  of  the  Turks,  nowever  long  that  attack 
might  be. 

Villiers '  de  Tlsle  Adam  gazed  on  his  young  com- 
panion for  a.  moment  with  a  look  of  some  surprise ;  at 
length  he  answered,  ^  If  fifty  veteran  soldiers  are  will- 
ing to  serve  under  so  young  a  man,  I  have  every  reasoja 
to  rely  upon  their  judgment,  and  to  look  highly  upon 
th^  commander ;  but  we  wfll  inspect  these  troops.  Sir 
Bertrand  de  la  Croi^u" 

The  young  soldier  made  no  reply,  but  after  tbo 
B2 
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lEKt^rtFal  of'  a  ifaw,  days^'  his  Toliiliteeis  asri1^e4  «fc^  Veiisr 
passed  ia  review  before  the  grand  mastery  ^t^at)>eir 
dark  and  war-worn  oountenaoces^  ihcnr  skill  in  ths  vae 
of  arms,  and  their  correct  ^tnd  eaay  ^scipiine,  at  once 
ahowed  diem  ohoicd  coil^amons  fbr  dangmfos  momeate 
and  bold  attelnpls.  .  B^itrand  de  la  Cimj^  rose  ki  ,th^ 
opinion  of  the  grand  masler ;  but  tiiough  tlie  knight  of 
Bhodea  felt  his  cnriosity  awakened, 'he  would  not' dak 
scend  to  question  the  soldiers  the  youiig  stranger  had 
brottghty  and  did  not  choose  tor  make  ai^  inquiry  of  a 
man  so  reserved  and  mcomniiiBicative  as  he  hoi  shiofwxt 
hunself*'  .     .' 

!  The  troops  and  the  stores  wesfe  embarked  with  afi 
JK>8sible.  speedf  and  at  iesigth  Bertrandy  «t  the  desire  of 
^e  grand  mastter  himiself,  jenteredthe  vessel  wfaiGh  bore 
that  prince  to  Rhodes,  and  acoompatiied  him  from  the 
port  of  Marseilles  ott'  his  voyage  to  the-  ieiaBd  of  the 
order* 

The  BUii  ahcftie  upon  their  departure,  and  the  varioos^ 
goJleys  andfelcfecas  which  convoyed  the  bark  of  the> 
grand  maitei^,  bounding  lightly  over  the  blue  waves, 
before  a  if^ld  and  favouraUe  wind,  rendered  it  a  gay 
and  f^endid  soeney  as  the  armameot  sailed  away  froitt 
Aie  sweet  shores  of  France;  but  evil  auguries 'of  aQ 
kinds  soon  ov^clouded  theh-  passage^^  Before  ths'^^ 
"itras  a  day  old  at  sea,  a  cry  of  6re  was  heard ;  inr  an 
instant  the  flames  were  seen  nmning  with  frightftii  ra<» 
pidity  from  spar  to  spar,  from  rope  to  rope,  and  froni 
sail  to  sail;  Whirlwind  of  smoke  and  fire  invested 
the  whole  ship,  and  drifled  over  the  sea,  and  terrorv 
confiision,  and  despair  seined  to  take  possescaoh  of 
men  who  on  other  occasions  had  calmly  met  death  and 
danger  in  a  thousand  varied  forms.  Some  were  mute 
and  stupified,  some  «ried  wildly  for  help^/M^re  no'help 
was  near,  and  some  sprang  into  the  sea  U»  avoid  the 
more  terrible  fkte  around  them,  fn  that  moment  of 
peril  there  w«ie  but  two  who  preserved  that  ©ool  and 
feady  firmness  which  comibines  all  the  best  qualities  of 
mental  and  corporeal  courage — ^ftertrand  de  la  Oroit 
and  the  Grand  Master  of  Rhodes;  but  their  united  efK)rt» 
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T^cailed  the  rest  to  hope  and  exertion.  The  fire  wan 
gradually  arrested,  diminLshed,  extinguished,  and  the 
vessel  though  injured  was  preserved. 

After  a  delay  in  order  to  refit,  the  ship  pursued  her 
way,  but  the  high  lands  of  Corsica  were  hardly  out  of 
sight,  when  the  heavens,  which  had  hitherto  been  as 
clear  and  s«iiling  as  a  father's  gaze  upon  *the  sleeping 
coostenance  of  his  fi  rst*bom  child,  grew  dark  and 
stonny  as  an  evil  dream.  The  winds  howled  with  a 
hot  sharp  gust,  the  rain  fell,  and  the  lightning  blazed 
almig  the  sky.  Flash  after  flash  rent  the  angry  atmoe* 
phere,  and  at  length  the  sharp  white  stream  of  liquid 
&re  tflTMck  the  vessel,  pierced  the  deck,  and  bhtxed  in 
the  cabin  of  the  grand  master.  For  a  moment  th» 
bright  meteoric  glare  dazzled  all  eyes.  None  saw 
what  passed  around,  and  the  intensity  of  :4he  light  ren- 
dered it  akin  to  darkness;  but  when  sight  returned, 
Berti-and  and  Villiers  de  Tlsle  Adam  found  four  of  their 
companions  stretched  lifeless  on  the  floor.  The  storm 
passed  away,  and  the  bodies  of  the  dead  had  sepulture 
in  the  bosom  of  that  dark  chamel  the  sea ;  but  it  was 
afterward  found  that  the  sword  of  the  grand  master 
had  been  broken  by  the  lightning  in  its  sheath,  which 
itself  bore  no  sign  of  fire,*  and  all  augured  evil  to  t^s 
govemment  when  it  began  with  such  prodigies  and  iiis- 
fortunes.  > 

Villiers  smiled  at  evil  auguries,  and  though  at  Syra^ 
cuse  he  heard  of  pirates  who  waited  him  on  his  passage 
to  Rhodes,  he  boldly  pursued  his  voyage,  passed  every 
danger,  and  rounding  Candia  entered  the  golden  ex* 
pause  of  the  Carpathian  Sea.  A  thousand  bright  islands 
gemmed  the  waters,  and  as  the  ship  sailed  on  they 
were  seen  orie  after  the  other  in  the  blue  distance, 
invested  with  an  airy  and  fantastic  splendour,  as  if  they 
were  not  really  of  the  earth,  but  some  of  the  ^9nd 
phantasms  of  a  splendid  vision. 

I  The  heart  of  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  beat  h^,  as  he 
tflood  upon  the  deck  and  saw  them  one  by  one  rise 

«  «ee  V«itoc  HmolM  d«  lK)tan  d*  111110,  ToL  U.  p.  4M. 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


iO  tHB  CLlFB-BOOli.' 

upon  the  view,  pass  by,  and  recede  into  the  gi^ 
obscurity  of  space.  The  many  memories  which  thosi^ 
climates  recall — ^the  spectres  of  a  long-gone  age  of 
mighty  glory — ^the  voices*  oi  a  thousand  wonderful 
3^318  saluted  the  young  soldier  as  he  sailed  along,  and 
for  a  time  shared  his  bosom  with  the  feelings,  the 
wishes,  the  hopes,  the  regrets  of  the  present* 

At  length  Rhodes  itsdf  rose  from  the  w^ves  before 
kdm,  and  passing  on  towards  its  many-4ne»0ffted  poct^ 
lie  beheld  the  ahned  city  of  the  Christian  luughts». 
stretdiing  down  towards  the  sea  with  its  gloriouB 
gMieaa  of  the  olive,  the  pomegransile>  the:fig;,  and  thiB^ 
vine  spreadiiig  over  die  upiands'  towards  the  cle«# 
imclonded  sky. 


Chapter  lit; 

Diijii^.  Ntf«!«>WIiaf'«tbebmtaea»f  ^^  _ 

Sailor.  The  Turkish  preparation  makes  for  Rhodes,  ao  wto  I  bid  repm  IMS 
to  Oe  state.  OHuUo. 

'  .Whsn  Viltiers  de  Tlsle  Adam  and  his.  young  com^ 
panion  first  trod  the  shores  of  Rhodes,  not  a  sign  of 
af^oaching  s^ife  was  to  be  seen*  The  island  with 
idl  its  dependencies  slept  in  peace,  and  the  sails  of  the 
galleys  of  the  order  flapped  idly  in  the  listless  wind  of 
Sie  port* 

Bat  very  sobh  ailer  the  instaUation  of  the  grand 
master,  the  whole  began  to  bear  a  new  aspect.  , ,  His 
eye,  like  that  of  the  long-experienced  mariner,  which 
se^  and  prepares  against  ih^  storm  that  ii^  gathering 
a£ur,  beheld  at  once  the  tempest. oC  infidel  w^  which 
was  silently  accumulating  to  bireak  upon  the, order  with 
double  force,  and  he  loeit  not  a  moment  in  putting  the 
island  into  the  i^ost  perfect  sts^te  of  defence.  The 
affairs  of  peace  were  abandoned  at  once :  stores  werd 
sought  'm,  every  pan  of  the  eantb  I  deep  dishes  chaii 
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tteied  ike  groimd  in  all  ffireetioiw  niand  the  dtjr,  and 
migfaty  fortifieatidiiB  were  taiaed  inadditiott  to  those 
wfaich  had  i>elbre  guarded  the  town  and  ports*  The 
hand  of  deBolatieaa.  too  was  stretched  forth  over  the 
land^  and  to  ^sure  that  neither  the  nieuis  of  snhsist- 
enee  nor  niaterialB  for  ofience  might  be  fumished  to' 
the  enemy  hy  the!  counuy  they  were  .abooi  to  attads^ 
thet£dda»  the  viaeyatda^  Ihe  ^^u^dens  were  wasted,  the 
olive-tree,  the  fig,  and  the  pomegranate  wcare  but  down* 
Theeouiitry^hduses;  and  the  ohurebea  were  razed  to  ihe 
g^imd:  ^e  very  stpnes  of  which  thiey  were  buik.were 
swept  airily,  and  the  wfadi»coimfry  was  hid  asbaire  and- 
desdiate  as  i£  die.  eokii^atiiig  spirit'  of  man  had  never 
bade  H  Uosaom  injto  beauty  and  ^enteousBess.  At  the 
satae  time  thit  §reiit  and  oxtraardinarytforae,  mtliiary 
€Bscipline»  was^oAlied  to;give  vigour  and  power  to  the 
defenders  jof  Rhodes.'  .Eothustaam  ^Ara*  hepb  aiife^in* 
eifeiy  bosom.  The  natives  oif  the  island  and.  die 
eitisens  of  Bhodes^  thom^  not  belonging  to  the  order, 
show^  strongly  by  theur  ardoRur  and  pade  in  its  defence, 
that  the  obivalsons  chaisacter  ef  its.  knights  had  extended 
its  influence  even,  to  the  hearts  of  the  burgher  and  the. 
{peasant ;.  adi^€9itupeKS  and  vdunteers  iloisked  in:  from 
every  land,  the  soldiei^  of  St.  John  w^e  all  courage 
and  defiance ;  and  the  whole  island  looked  for  the 
coming  of  ithe  Tnarks  as^  a  means  of.  living  honour  o:^ 
g^rioiis  mwrtyrdois.  Baoh  officer,  each  soldier,  estoh 
knight  bfiid-  his  patitioulax  post  assigned  him,  and  seldoaur 
has  the  Christian  vrorld  {H-esented  such  a  splendid  display 
of  gallant  chivalry  as  thj^nged  in  arms  upon  the  battle* 
ments- of  Ahodes* . 

In  these  airaJB^ianents  Berfrand  de  U  Croix  was  not* 
IbrgotteM  v>hiet  eooL  but  daring  conrage  in  all  tnoments 
of.  danger  hj^;  Screed  Hs^lf  continvaUy  upon  dke-ohserva^. 
tion  of  the  .frfMid  mastei;  dnring  the  voyage  frdm 
i^i^anco^rfini'ih^et.was  dim  in  Us  mMnen  however^ 
te«E«t«i!n  9aA  gr^ire,  ^mething  whioh  won  regard-^an 
tjuadeisatrl^iQhfMri!^  iif'^h)  ^k0  the  secret  influence' ol^ 
some  .m^gie,  i^wwr  pleased  and  ca^^ated  wiilieiit 
\m^  fiww  QRknpiwi*. :  VillietP  Jeoked-vponid^e  ynnngt 
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iBAranger  with  kiadness,  and  relasted  the  state  of  office 
and  £e  sternness  of  ccmimand  to  win  to  confidence  and 
intimacy;  but  Bertrand  repelled  every  advance,  and  yet 
the  grand  master's  affection,  he  knew  not  why,  in- 
creased towards  him  instead  of  diminishing;  and  though 
he  left  him  within  the  intrenchments  which  his  silent 
reserve  raised  up  around  him,  yet  he  did  every  thing 
consistent  with  biis  duty  and  his  dignity  to  honour  and 
to  raise  him. 

To  the  fifty  veteran  soldiers  who  had  fiist  volunteered 
to  serve  under  this  young  leader,  the  grand  master 
added  a  band  of  a  hundred  adventurers  who  had  taken 
service  with  the  order,  and  in  command  of  ^lese  Ber- 
trand was  assigned  the  defence  of  a  part  of  the  bastion 
of  Auvergne,  as  it  was  called ;  for  each  part  of  the 
fortifications  was  intrusted  to  one  of  the  several  nations 
or  langnaj^  of  which  the  order  was  composed. 

Still  days  and  weeks  passed  and  no  enemy  n^ade 
his  appearance;  and  Bertrand  was  constantly  seen 
gazing  from  tower  and  turret  and  high  ground  over  the 
SPSS ;  and  every  sail  that  he  saw  he  watched  long  and 
anjdonsly,  as  it  sometimes  glided  on  calmly  over  the 
distant  waves,  sometimes  grew  upon  the  eye  till  it 
approached  the  shore  and  reached  the  port.  In  that 
case  Bertrand  was  always  at  the  ship's  side  among  the 
first,  listening  eagerly  to  every  detail  of  her  passage; 
and,  with  fifowning  brow  marking  the  many  tales  of 
Mussulman  pirates  that  hovered  round  the  island,  and 
strove  to  master  each  vessel  as  it  passed  round  the 
Sicilian  coast  and  entered  the  Ionian  seas. 

To  the  knights  of  the  order  the  young  stranger  soon 
became  generally  known ;  but  the  same  silent  reserve 
continued  in  liis  manner  to  all  those  whose  age  and 
pursuits  seemed  naturally  to  assimilate  them  wi&  him* 
self.  A  cold  and  somewhat  haughty  inclination  of  the 
head— ^  passing  word,  neither  courteous  nor  rode, 
was  ail  that  he  exchanged  With  atiy  one,  except 
with  Sir  Andrew  de  Mmul,  the  chancellor  of  the 
order.  To  him,  however,  the  manners  of  Bertrand 
de  la  Croix  were  very  difierent;  and  whatever  wertf 
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die  metuA  ke^ookto  wkilhe  {Kro|id  €aMBaii,  liMy 
urere  at.kaM  suecesaful,  fer.  De  Meraii  w«»  sbon^his 
frequent  companion  in  hl«  walks  along  the  l)aUlefneiiCs^ 
or  in  his  lid&s  oyer  the  high  hills  wlueh  commanded  a 
¥iewt>f  the  aea;  and/Uiey.would  talkioo|^  and  eatnestly 
oi  far  distant:  lands  and  scenes  that  seemed  to  be 
familial)  to^  bo^  and  some  common  anxiety  a^oand 
to  he^in  the  mmtk  rof.each. 

This  was  remarked  and  remc|mbered  afterwavd,  and 
th6  knights  of  Rhodes  .were  accustomed  to  observe, 
with  «  sm3e,how  the  two  hi^ghtiest  menin  the  island 
had  at  once'falleti  into  eomp^onship  together. 

Thongh  his  countenance  grew  day  by  day  more  sad 
and  anxious,  the  appearance  of  Bertrand.  de  la  Groix 
had  in  other  respects  assumed  a  gayer  aspect  thao 
when  £rst  we  spoke  of  him  at  Beaneai^c«  His  apparel 
bad  gradually  become  splendid*  his  horseis  .were  the 
finest  that  eotddbe  {nrocured.  Servants  and  cavaliers 
were  added  to  his  train;  and  thou^  he  hijaself  fared 
hardly,  and  lay  upon  a  sc^^er's  coueh,  yet  ^ase  and 
luxuty  pervaded  his  dwelling  in  the  town  of  Rhodes, 
and  many  a  yOfung  adventurer  was  glad  to  take  service 
ludder  him..  S^ch  as  saw  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  near, 
however,  aoon  perceived  that  ,8ome  deep  and  agitating 
eare  wa3  bjusy  at  hia  noiiid*  Each  day,  each  honr  it 
preyed  upon  himm^re  and  more;  and  efven  at  night 
when  sleep  feU'for  a  few  troubled  hours  upon  his  ey&» 
lids,  his  slumber  was  disturbed  and  wretched,  and  the 
name  of  Isabel  would  break  oika  from  his  unccm* 
scious  )ips4 

In-  the  mean  while,  the  mind  of  the  grand  master 
was  vrbcdiy  occut>ied  with  the  'defence'  of  the  caf»taL 
The  triple  eaelosure  »of  Jbrtifieaitions  by  which  it  wais 
sucTQunded,.  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  that  of.  9k*  Elmoi 
the  gr^at  tower  of  the  Duke  of*  Bmgnady  called  the 
Tower  of  St.  Nicolas,  the  thirteen  okl  towers  whkh 
flanked;  the  ist^cond: wall,  had  each,  their  respective 
garrisons.  Each  of  the  ramparts  also  was  defendedy 
as  I  ha^e  .said,  by  the  nation  whose  namis  it  bore ;  and 
»  reaterve-was  fi>rmed,  divided  ime  four  bands,  whicb 
B3 
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weif«  called  eompmies  of  stacoour,  under  tmat^  ihe 
most  ilistingiiished  loughts  of  the  order,  of  whem  the 
chancellor  De  Merail  was  one.  ■  ^ 

At  length  a  nraltitude  of  fires  upon  the  Ljvian  roonn^ 
tains  gare  notiee  that  some  -great  movemeat  was  taking 
place  among  the  infidels ;  and  after  waiting  for  a  few 
days  la  anxious  expectations,  the  dawn  of  morning 
showed  to  the  knights  of  Rhodes  the  Whole  sea  ootered 
widi  innmneraUe  ships,  bearing  the  enemy  to  their 
coasts.  Each  man  in  Rhodes  was  prepared  Ixy  do  hnl 
dnty — ^to  conquer  or  to  die:  but  it  must  not  be  dis^ 
semblcd,  that  when  first  the  cry  was  heard — **X  fleet  f 
A  fleet!" — and  the  fatal  crescent  was  seen  glittering 
upon  the  air,  many  a  heart,  even  of  die  bravest,  beai 
with  new  and  awful  feelings,  and  a  deep  slence  fell 
upon  the  armed  city  after  Uie  first  rush  of  Inatiy  feet 
had  carried  the  multitude  to  the  walls.  They  gaieed 
upon  the  coming  ibe  with  the  still  quietness  of  etrong 
expectation^  watched  all  his  manoeuvres,  ootmted  die 
continual  sails,  measured  wi^  keen  eyes  the  size  ^of 
every  vessel ;  and  then  reasoned,  each  with  his  ftillowi 
on  the  enemy's  number  and  theur  strength. 

Four  hundred  ships,  of  difierent  sizes,  anchored 
within  sight  of  Rhodes,  and  during  the  ^een  dayet 
which  followed  near  two  hundred  thousand  men  were 
disembaiiLed  upon  the  island.  The  scaltened  repotf 
of  artilleiy  from  some  of  the  small  forts  erected  tci 
defend  the  coast  was  all  that  announced  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  itself  that  the  enemy  was  mul^ 
plying  on  their  shores ;  for  though  the,  fleet  Odntinued 
stffl  in  sight,  the  bay  in  which  the  landing  took  place 
was  hidden  from  die  view  by  the  high  ground  around. 
The  reconnoitring  parties,  however,  'khto  brought  ik 
news  fh>m  dme  to  time,  and  then  the  advanced  posts 
of  the  Christians  were  seen  retreating  towards  the 
town,  while  here  and  there  upon  the  heights  appearied 
the  gay  and  fluttering  dresses  of  the  Turkish  horses 
men.  At  length,  thick  and  cloudy,  the  dust  rose  above 
the  hilU  and  the  wind  brought  swells  of  wild  and  mar* 
tial  music  to  the  very  battlements  of  Rhodes.     Troop 
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ator  txoop  of  infidel  c^valiy*  nuHmted  on  horses  like 
the  wtnd^  gathered  upon  the  plains,  and  long  files  of 
infantry  advanced  slowly,  lining  the  edge  of  the  pros- 
pect, and  bristling  the  rise  with  pikes.  In  the  morning 
tlie  eye  might  luive  ran  over  the  whole  view  without 
seeing  one  living  tiling  move  through  the  extent  of 
miles;  and  at, evenings  wherever, the  sight  could  reach 
was  thronged  with  busy  hfe.  Myriads  of  dim  forma 
nught.be  perceived  in  every  direction,  and  a  roar  like 
the  distant  voice  of  the  sea  came  faintly  upon  the  ear 
tiU  o^^  fell,  dmd.  all  was  ifUencc 
-  A  space  of  nearly  three  miles  atill  lay  between  the 
eity  and  the  besieging  force.;  and,  though  a  gun  or  two 
had  heen.  fired  upon  lhe>  parties  which  advanced,  far 
iBlOt^he  plain,  the  first  day  passed  lyithout  any  serious 
effi)rt  on. either  side.  -        • 

The  iiext>  day,  ho^rever,  the  trenches  were  opened, 
and  eveiy  hour  saw  them  advance. .  They  were  pushed 
within  caonoD-diot»  a  battery,  was  erected^  and  its  gnns. 
began  tOwplay-  upon  ^e  walls;  but; ; the  tremendous  fire 
which  was  opened' firom  the  aHilloiyof  the  place,  aoon 
sileiioed:  the  baitteiy  and  sw^  the  plson.  The  whole 
of  everyday  «  continual  j^sJ^noiKadQ  .was  kept  up  firom 
the  walls4  mowing  down  like  gra^  beft^^  the  scythe 
every  thing  thal^  appei^red ;  and  during  the  nigh^  ev^n 
the  dark,  lines  of  walla  and  angles,  an^  towers  and 
battlements  wvapped:  ill  the  deep  obscurity,  through 
which  the  eye  eould  scarcely  im^  their  h^avy  masses, 
wotild  .snddfiidj  become ,  iUuminated  by  a  bright  line 
of  five  that^  running  from  gun  to  gun^  garlanded  with 
fitfiil  capticBi  the  froviuilg  btow  of  the  fortress,  and 
displayed  itiar.igrtnti  ^attires  with  a  sudd^  blaze,  which 
was;  '.as  speedily  extinguished,  i^till,  however,  the 
Mosleins  pvMied  their  appioaehes,  and  still  by  a  thour 
sand  .vtgoioiM  li^es  the  knights  of.  St.  John  impeded 
their  advance.  Death  in  a  multitude  of  feai;ful.  sha]^8 
awaited  each  infidel  that,  ventured  into  the  plain,  and 
never,  did  chivahy  achieve  nobler  feata  than  before  the 
walls  of  Rhodes.  In  every- saily^M  every  bold  attempt 
Reitvand  dia.  la  Croix  was  f<»)emost  aa4  niost  keen* 
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IVight  ^er  night  be  lay  upon  the  rampSTts^  «ald  4l5if 
after  day  he  went  forth  at  the  head  T>f  his  folhiwera; 
and  returned  red  virith  the  blood  of  the  foe*  The  eyes 
of  all  men  gradually  fixed  upon  him,  for  wherever 
Bertrand  de  la  Croix  was  seen  there  was  the  place  of 
danger  and  of  honour — there  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 
The  Moslems  scattered  from  his  arm  like  the  dust  of 
the  desert  before  the  siroc,  and  the  Christians  followed 
where  he  led,  hke  darkness  on  the  path  of  the  lightning. 
Bays  and  weeks  wore  by,  and  though  supported  by  forty- 
fold  the  number  of  the  Christicuts,  the  Turks  made  hc^ 
impression  on  the  walls  of  Rhodes ;  and  as  every  eVen- 
iHg  closed  in,  some  new  tale  of  the  young  adventurer'* 
daring  was  added  to  those  which  had  g^ne  before. 

If  praise  and  honour,  however,  were  universidly  given 
to  him,  the  companion  of  all  his  vacant  hours,  Sir  Aa^ 
drew  d^  Merail,  was  looked  upon  with  some  degree  of 
cold  dislike.  No  one  doubted  the  courage  of  the  ohan* 
ciHot  of  the-  order,  who,  for  eighteen  yearn  of  his  life 
Ithich  he  had  devoted  to  its  cause,  had  shown  a' fearless 
valour,  unsurpassed  by  any  of  its  members ;  but  certain 
it  was  that  in  the  preseitf  war  none  of  his  fbikoer  ac« 
tarity  af^peared.  He  avoided  not  danger,  itis  tme,'  he 
stood  talm  and  unmoved  in  the  midst  of  the  throkesl 
fire:  he  seemed  to  forget  the  possibility  of  piersonal 
fear :  but  'stiH  there  was  no  longer  any  of  that  eagev 
energy  in  his  demeanour  wMch-  had  raised  him  in  th^ 
eyes  of  all  to  the  gloriiMis  place  of  one  lof  the  most  dis« 
tinguished  knights  of  St.  John.  His  pnesent  indifier^ 
ehce  was  ea^y' accodnted  fbr;*  and  the 'whole  mcdev 
had  long  perc^iv^d  that  the  elevation  of  another  to  the 
dignity  of  gra!nd  master,  when  he  had  iaocied  hn  oiwii 
dection  sur^,  had  given  his  vinity  a  woiAndwhich 
nothing  could  heal,  and  that  thenoeforVard  Andrew  d^ 
Merail  was  but  a  Itiiewaniii  member  o¥  Aeir  ehivalrons 
brotherhood.  '.  .   :.  j 

The  whole  talents  df  each  individual^  howev^'Was 
necessary  to  the  very  salvation  of  the  order,  and  the 
grand  master  tried  by  every  demonstration  oi  kindness 
mi  fovow  to  "win  De  Sf  «^ail  back  to  the  di^plaifv  p(  tiU 


y  Google 


BSRTKAim  MB  Uk  CftOZX.  9T 

kb  Tigdflt  and  aotivitx*  ^  fi«  t»raiaecl»  he  ceiiM}}tf8d«  fcf 
evan-eoiirtedhim;  and  on  one  ocoa»k)ii  h^  |uropo«e<Jt 
Itimseif  the  aliiance  which  he  had  forsasLexly  declined,  of' 
his  nephew,  the  Duke  of  Nivelle,  with  a  daughter  whom 
He  'Merail,  when  he  toek  the  cvoss  of  St.  Jk^,  hstd  left 
behind  hitn  in  fitpain.'  The  chancellor  replied  but 
Tagoely,  but  at  the  same  time  there  was  a  bitter  and, 
cynical  amile  upon  his  lip  which  augured  not  favourably 
fer  the  grand  maeter^s  offer.  His  efforts,  however,  in^ 
fiuvour  of  the  order  seemed  occasionally  to  xeyivt,  and 
eikih  was  -the  fieiy^/and  chivalrous  defence  which  the« 
knights  opposed  to  the  Ottoman  anns,  thsit  n^urmurs, 
dgeediiitcdkt,  and  despondency  spiisad  thvough  the  TurkiiMv 
army^and  the  fate,  ef  Blbodeai  seemed  9i9sured  by  the. 
gtliaiiiiy  of  herlioUe  masterts.i  r  At  this  cnsis,  lM>weverr 
auritwl  the'(%iltad^hliman  himsiolfi:  atithatikime  in.the 
meridian  of  lus  power  and  glory*  With  hil|i#  top,  was 
the  fluaoos  omn^air^  Goiirtogli)  and  the  spirits  of  the 
MoeieiKi^TDae  nndertheieye  of  their  ki%  .a^,.the,coar 
dndtotf'thetr.danng tuNintaryitiai^  |q  a^  pfyicb  of  ardour  and 
emhoeiaim  wha^  i«(tuii»d.elt  the  fiMrn^ude'  ai^d  n^solu.-; 
tim  ol  the  Ghiistians  to  onesisi^ 

The  approaches  were  now  once  more  pushed  forward 
with|DceBsiuK  activity  $  batteries  iveiie  r^e4  sffid  s^s* 
taindd;  two  enomio«»  cavaliers  .were  erected,  domi 
neering"  the  boettona  of  Auvergne  and  Italy.  The 
tmrer  of  St,  John,  imn  which  the  Christians  had  dis« 
oivered  and  .frustrated  the  former  measures  of  the 
Tui^  was  beaten  dowp  with  oannon-ehot ;  and  it 
aeenied,  as  if  by  some  preternatural  intelligence,,  the 
infidels  obtained  inftvmalioa  of  all  the  weak  points  of 
the  fortvess^  «id«f  the  deifigns  of  its  defenders*.  A|;  the 
•amis  ttnf  the*  progress  of  the  Turkish  works  wae 
coveted  by  each  iibmenee  bedies  of  troops,  that  the 
grand  master  was  obliged  tto  forbid  the  sallies  of  the 
knigfats  and  soUliers  of  the.(«der  On  account  of  the  im* 
mense  and  overwhdming  multitude  of  their  enemies. 
The  volunteers,  howeveri,  were  still  permitted  to  follow 
the  dictalee.of  their  own  courage;  and  hardly  a  day 
passed  over  hut  Bemnad  da  k  Croic  sui|Nrised  the  foe, 
and  won  new  hontw  by  acme  bold  md  politic  ^pl^it/ 
4 
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The  ptoses  he  received,  however,  and  the  itkfeacm 
with  which  he  was  treated,  seemed  to  fall  upon  Im* 
heart  like  rain  upon  the  sand  of  the  deserts  leavkig  noti 
a  trace  of  its  having  been*  In  tlie  moment  of  danger 
and  of  strife  ^e  soul  would  beam  up  and  flasbfotkh  ki 
living  fire  from  his  dark  eye;  his  giaace  would  become: 
fldl  of  energy  and  command,  and  a  ievr  brief  wordsy 
instinct  with  the  prestige  of  victory  and  the  conscious- 
ness of  power,  would  rouse  his  followers  to  deeds  of 
almost  insane  daring,  and  lead  them  forward  to  tkm 
jvery  cannon's  mouth.  At  other  times  he  wIbs  still  tiold. 
and  sad ;  and  wandering  round  the  bastions,  he  wOiild 
sometimes  gaze  long  and  wistfully  upon  the  rndbaaeholx 
sea,  and  then,  with  a  moumM  sigh,  turn  away,,  or. 
oahnly  placing  himself  in  the  midst  oC  the  eiKmy^.fire» 
would  watch  their  movements  and  plan  some  fealiio 
counteract  their  designs.  ;: .  - .  ' 

One  day,  afler  sta^ng  long  on  the  bastion  ofltalyy 
against  which  the  whole  csanottot  the  aaaoay  m&» 
jointed,  he  turned .  and  walked  ionv mnsiBl^,  toi talBoriier 
part  of  the  ramparts,  which,  unattaoked,  had  bfiendeft* 
nearly  solitary.  As  he  proceeded  .he -saw:  an  arrsmv 
shot  fh>m  one  of  the  angles  before  him,  fai^^tnlo  the 
Turkish  lines,  and  a  Moslem*  suddenly  pick'tl  >up  and 
carry  it  quickly  away.  The  youBg  soldier  hastened  fbm 
ward  towards  tlie  spot  from  Whence  it  had  been  wjnged^ 
for,  notwithstanding  the  rapidity  of  its  flight,  he  felt  sure 
that  he  had  seen  a  smaQ  white  packet  attached^  to  itiio 
head  as  it  fell ;'  but  on  turning  the  angle  of  the  wdkhe 
found  no  one  but  the  Chancellor  de  Merail,  and  a-dbve 
holding  a  bow.  So  high  an  oi^er  of  ths.ooder  and  so 
brave  a  soldier  was  above  suspicion ;  but  stilt  the  matter 
was  stirange,  and-Bertrand  de  la  Croix  fMuwed  on 
musing.  His  curiosity  was  excited*;  yet,  neveithelesst 
he  felt  bound  by  the  laws  of  courtesy  to  inquine  no  finr- 
ther,  and  some  ill-defined  doubt  made  him  mention  What 
he  had  observed  to  no  one.  De  Merail  had  rensarked 
him  pass,  and  from  that  moment  his  legaid  ^and  attaeh- 
ment  towards  the  young  soldier  seemed  a  thoncaod-foM 
•increased,  and  all  his  own  energies  w«re  hencefoMfa  si^ 
nally  exerted  in  defence  of  the  order. 
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Indeed,  every  efibrt  had  now  become  nece9sa]y.  The 
esemy  had  rendered  themselves  masters  of  apart  of  the 
lUlian  post,  and  the  sap  and  the  mine  were  going  on  at 
onee  with  great  sdacriiy.  The  English  and  £e  Spanish 
bovdevards  also  were  attacked ;  fresh  troops  came  over 
daily  from  the  Lycian  continent  to  the  aid  of  the  infi^- 
dels,  and  continual,  persevering,  unremitted  assaults 
wore  and  wasted  the  small  host  of  defenders.  At  length 
more  than  ene  terrific  breach  appeared  in  the  walls,  and 
notwithstandiog  all  the  activity,  of  Yilliers  de  Tlsle 
Adam  and  his  brave  associates,  the  tremendous  fire  of 
the  Turkish  artillery  prevented  the  reconstruction  of  the 
defences.  During  the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth 
of  September  this  unceasing  cannonade  seemed  to  an- 
nounce that  some  great  and  general  assault  was  about 
to  take  place  on  the  part  of  the  Moslem ;  and  during 
the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  it  was  contumed  with  ter- 
rible effect.  Various  movements  also  were  seen  in  the 
Turkish  army,  and  a^eat  part  of  their  force  was  drawn 
out  in  array,  while  a  number  of  reconnoitring  parties 
advanced  and  examined  the  state  of  the  fortifications, 
notwithstanding  an .  incessant  shower  of  shot  which 
poured  from  the  cannon  of  the  place. 

But  suddenly  the  fire  of  the  Turks  began  to  relax, 
their  troops  retired  within  the  lines,  and  though  the 
Christians  remained  in  arms  during  the  whole  day,  it 
became  the  general  opinion,  towards  night,  that  the  in- 
fidels had  completely  abandoned  their  design.  The 
knights  in  general  pressed  the  grand  master  to  suffer 
all  such  troops  as  were  not  absolutely  necessapy  to 
retire  from  the  ramparts;  and  on  his  evincing  some 
hesitation,  De  Merail  observed,  with  a  sneer,  "  that  thdr 
commander  wished  to  harden  his  troops  like  steel ;  and 
that,  having  heated  them  red-hot  in  the  sun  of  a  whole 
September  day  in  the  island  of  Rhodes,  he  was  now 
going  to  cool  them  in  the  dews  of  a  whole  September 
night.^' 

Still  the  grand  master  remained  firm ;  and  it  was  not 
tin  he  had  again  and  again  examined,  with  careful  ae- 
curacy,  the  oistaiit  encampment  of  the  enemy,  that  be 
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suffered  a  part  of  his  weaiy  MMiers  to  rearefiefai  Ihe 
shattered  walls  and  seek  a  few  hourti'  repose.  He  hki* 
self  knew  none,  but  instantly  proceeding  ta  the  ahadeli 
he  called  six  of  his  principal  knights  to  ooonoil,  and 
remained  in  long  and  secret  debate.  Bertrasd  de  kl 
Croix  wrapped  himself  in  his  mantle,  and.  casting  hiiH 
self  down  upon  the  bastion  of  Auvergne,  where. a  large 
mass  of  stone  threw  a  broad  shadow  in  the  midsiof '^ 
yellow  glare  of  moonlight,  -  he  closed  his  eyiH^and 
seemed  to  sleep,  but  his  mental  vision  rested  stiQ  upon 
the  wide  and  greedy  sea,  and  many  a  gloomy  j^aatteH 
rose  up  before  imagination,  and  drove  hq>e9  aiid  ptaee^ 
and  sltmiber  far  away. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Tb  im  tte  cries  ioTfllgliCiDf  IMdi  imi  ilMJBPt 
^ ,   J- 7anM, 

I. 


Tb  im  tte  cries  ioTflifliCiDf  IMdi  aw^cteia 
Keen  te  my  Mbra^  and  orprooT my  ansa, 
I  aak  no  other  bloMtng  of  my  sun. 


Tub  sky,  and  the  air,  and  die  eaith  were  all  calm  as 
infancy,  and  the  br^tness  of  the  midnight  moon,  ioiinf 
^ing  with  a  soft  white  autumn  haze  which  filled  up  all 
the  hollows,  wrapped  the  scene  in  a  dim  uncertain 
splendour,  more  difficult  for  the  eye  to  penetrate  than 
darkness  itself!  A  slight  distant  murmuring  rush,  lik^ 
the  roll  of  slow  waves  over  a  pebbly  shore,  fell  upon 
the  ear  of  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  as  he  lay  upon  the  bas,- 
tion,  and  starting  upon  his  feet  he  gazed  over  the  spac^ 
between  the  armed  walls  and  the  lines  of  the  inndel. 
Nothing,  however,  could  he  descry,  and  putting  his 
hand  to  Ms  ear,  he  listen^i;  but  for  a  moment  the  eager 
pulsations  of  his  own  quick  heart  was  all  he  hcara ; 
and  he  doubted. — ^An  instant  after,  tb^  same  rushin|[ 
soimd  rose  more  clear  upon  the  air — ^yet  it  might  be  the 
river— it  might  be  a  change  of  the  wind  which  brought 
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•  the  roaring  of  the  sea  along  the  shore :  but  suddenly 
the  quick  wild  neigh  of  a  war-horse  mingled  with  the 
aoond,  and  Bertrand,  raising  his  horn  to  his  lips,  blew 
a  long  and  loud  alarm-*- 

^To  the  walls!  to.  the  walls!  The  enemy!  the 
enemy !  Alerte !  alerte !  To  the  walls !"  he  shouted, 
and  instantly  the  cry  was  echoed  frcHn  voice  to  voice, 
from  wall  to  wall,  from  house  to  house.  Knights,  and 
soldiers,  and  cttia^is  hastened  forward ;  the  couch  was 
qiHtted  in  an  instant,  the  armour  buckled  on,  and  forth 
to  hat  ruined  battlements  Rhodes  poured  her  armed 
cfaiidr^  while  a  thouaand  torches  flashed  along  the 
streets,  aqd  wkhered  the  pale  moonlight  with  their 
^^ffJ  ^^^'^  Bq>  sliU  was  heard  the  rushing  sound  of 
the  coming  enemy,  and  soon,  through  the  wreaths  of 
lile  dewy  nist^  dark  masses  w^re  seen  moving  onward, 
divested  of  all  form  and  measute^by  the  shadows  of  the 
ii%ht  .Instantly,  however^  as  the  first  trace  of  their 
line  became  discernible,  a  blaze  of  fire  flashed  over  the 
walls  of  the  city,  and  a  thousand  months  of  flame 
fanrled  death  intotheir  ratkks.  Then  came  a  momentary 
jmase^ and  then  again  the  cannon  opened  upon  the  enemy, 
who  were  still  seen  rushing  forward  in  the  blaze  ;  but 
sttliai  moment  a  roar  more  loud  than  that  of  all  the 
cannon  of  theplacc^  siraultaneoi^s,  with  a  broad,  red) 
sudden  glare  of  intense  light,  rushed  up  from  the  bas- 
tion of  Italy,  while  a  thousand  dark  masses  hurled  into 
tl^e  aar  were  seen  mingled  with  the  bright  blaze,  like 
the  stones  cast  up  hy  tibie  first  outbreak  of  a  volcano. 

The  remnants  of  the  shattered  wall  were  still  rolling 
and  tottering  after  the  explosion  of  the  minet  when  the 
janizaries  rushed  up  through  the  breach  in  thousands, 
&eir  dark  oountenaoces  gleaming  one  behind  the  other 
in  the  tight  of  the  torches  and  of  the  fires  on  the  ram- 
parts, which  shone  red  and  strong  on  the  forms  of  ^he 
ftrst  line,  and  faded  gradually  away  amid  a  sea  of  grim 
features  and  turbaned  heads  behind.  On  the  walls  ^oo, 
sad  in  the  breach,  the,  fierce  blaze  lighted  up  the  armour 
0f  the  knights,  and  the  morions  and  rondaches  of  the 
aoUiers;  and  while  Isvelled  lances,  swords,  bucklers. 


y  Google 


42  THIS  CUTB-BOOK. 

easqnes,  and  axes  fiUed  up  in  an  mstant  the  wide'gtip 
the  explosion  had  left,  a  thousand  hands  from  the 
crenelles  and  battlements  aronnd  hurled  down  .atones, 
and  boiling  oil,  and  flaming  tar  upon  the  heads  of  the 
assailants.  Scream,  and  shout,  and  dang,  and  roar 
rushed  tip.  fearfully  from  the  bict^  straggle  of  die  earth 
to  Grod's  calm  sky.  Troop  aHer  troeip  of  the  infideb 
ibrced  their  way  up  into  the  breach,  and  every  twbaned 
head  was  met  by  a  waving  blade,  or  hnried  dowa  by 
some  impetuous  lance ;  but  still  fresh  forces  thraaged 
'to  the  assault,  and  foot  to  foot,  and  niiab  to  maiiy  and 
steel  to  steel  they  ibt^ht,  sometimes  kept  at  hnA^ 
length  by  the  pike  or  sword,  sometime*  da^^  together 
in  close  amd  deadly  struggle^  where  the  dagger  aw)  the 
knife  ended  all.  "  ••     .      . 

For  near  an  hour  Bertrand  dela' Croix  had  suM  libe 
Ibremosf  on  a  shattered  mass  of  the  wall,  deeding  death 
to  every  Moslem  that  came  within  the  sweep  o€  im 
yapM  and  untiring  arm.  A  hundred  shots  frombelo# 
had  passed  cloise  to  his  head ;  a  hundred  sw<nrds  bad 
w^ved  around  him ;  thrice  had  some  of  the  more  dana|; 
Moslems  singled  him  out,  and  rushing  upon  him  wic^ 
'thie  spring  of  a  tiger,  had  endeavoured  to  reach  hnfear- 
less  heart  #ith  the  dagger,  and  thrice  by  a  single  .Uonr, 
dealt  with  the  quick  precision  of  the  lightning,  had  tfaoir 
been  cast  lifeless  into  the  fosse  beneath.  At  lengtli  thh 
grand  master  hifiiself  stood  by  his  side. 

"  Bertmnd,"  He  said,  in  a  rapid  voice,  "  you  have  aat 
done  yourself:  but  quick,  speed  to  the  bastion  of  An 
vergne ;  I  see  all  the  knights  who  should  have  been 
there  to  defend  it  have  crowded  hither.  Your  fnen, 
there,  upon  the  rampart,  are  pouring  down  £to  oh  the 
enemy :  call  part  away,  to  aid  you,  and  should  you  find 
danger,  send  to  me,  and  I  will  eottie  to  your  siqiport; 
but,  above  all  things,  speed !  speed  !^  . 

Using  the  broken  masses  of  the  w^  for  ate|»,  B^- 
trand  was  in' a  moment  upon  the  battlements  above; 
there  he  staid  but  to  choose  twenty  of  his  bnvesi  taitn, 
and  then  hurried  with  a  foot  of  tight  towards  the  bastion 
of  4uvergne.     Every  step  thai  he  took  the  waU  htkSume 
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iboresoKtaryi  ^Udie^efeiiderakadhtiniedia  dfterpno- 
eipal  point  of  attaick,  ^dd  only  herat  and  there  a  aufliplie 
sentinel  stood  looking  to^raids  the  spot  where  his  Mends 
and  feUow-ehfistians  likreve  straggling  with,  the  eaenyy. 
Such  was  the  case  upon  the  bastion  of  :Auyergoe ;  but 
the  young  soldier  found  that  a  still,  more  lamemablie 
fault  had  been  committed  on  the  SpanistiL  side,  wh6re 
not  only  die  knights  hadiqniUed  their  post  10  tiiiEry*fD 
the  &ghU  blit  the  sentiaeis  diemselves'weref  aU'es^xlpyi^ 
m'wheeling  some  cannon  to  an  outwork,  to  point  them 
ajifainst  the  stream  of  enemies  that  were  still  pounng  up 
•towards  the  great  Iwtiaeh*  .Bertrand  instsmily  .com- 
imanded  th^m  to  desist,  and  retnm  to  t)u»ir  (post;;bat 
Ibelbie  Ihe/had  time  to  take  fen  steps  towafds  the  spo^ 
•a  loud  shout  bamt  from  the  Spanish  ballon,  aQd  tl^e 
•cteseetit  of  Mahomet  was  seen  ptoltcsi  by.the  wa^i^- 
•fiffev  whilb'the  forms  of  liie  janiaams  ^re  beheld  .som- 
-teiiitg  themaeltreb  over  the  pla^bnn,  and  gatheHpff  mih 
'terials  for  effecting  a  Jodgment  and  defending  ,ther 
conqoest.  ,  .  :  .      x 

The  mind  of  Bertrend  de  la  .Cvoix  instantly  s^w.  tl^ 
'Otdy  chance  of  recovery.  -  >f  Fly  to  tbe  gmad  masteriT 
he  cried  to  dne  <^  his  foUotrers;  ^^l;hilo.i'^hai  hiN9 
liappei^d!  Yon  of  the  bastion  D-Auvergne*  turn,  all 
.your 'caiiiion.4>n  the. Spawsh  platfoi<yai  a^d  eea^e.nln 
•firibg  for  «  moment  till  you  see  this  stmylar^^oii  the^iniraH. 
Let  the  man  in /the  trarerse  jsweqi  the  foot  o(  the  wsijl 
with  their  gunb^«o:  that  no  nef^  reiufproe^aeiit  oycipow^ 
us*  And 'now,  iny  brave  comrades,  once  niore,  Deiaih 
to  the  infidels!  SuccesS'I  Vk;tory!  and  good  Su  John  r 

Thus  slaying,  he  turned  from  the  waU«  led  his  scai|||r 
bandrottnd  behind  the  works,  and  while  the  artillery  qf 
the  baStien'of  Auvergne  playt^d  with 'terrific;  effect  upon 
the  Turks  in  the  post  of  Spain,  BerUand  penetrated  hy 
the  casemate  into  the  bastion,  and  with  the  white  cni^ 
standard  in  one  handy.aad  his  sword  in  4ie  other,  reached 
the  top  of  the  platform,  oast  himeelf  in^  the  .midst  of 
the  Turks^  alteady  bioken  aiid  scat^red  by  the  fire, 
and  after  a  severe  struggle  ^  drove  them  once  moce 
dlroughihe  breaeh.    At  die  same  momeat.be  bcjield 
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(he  rest  of  the  infidel  army  retreallii^  from  ibe  attsek, 
Had  heard  the  general  signals  of  recall ;  and  now  cercan 
that  the  town  was  saved,  he  determined  upcm  pursuing 
the  fogitives»  Without  giving  them  a  moment's  pause, 
he  followed  (hem  through  the  hreach,  hung  upon  their 
ftsak  in  the  darkness,  and  urged  tlieir  retreat  into  pris- 
cipitate  flight  Carried  away,  however,  hy  the  eager 
'fire  of  his  heart,  he  forgot  the  time  and  the  distance, 
and  f<^lowed  the  flyers  almost  to  the  Turkish  camp*; 
'hut  the  fidght  of  the  waich'-fires  and  the  lamps  round 
aome  of  im  principal  tents,  within  a  few  hundred  yards, 
t«called  him  to  himself,  and  he  turned  with  his  fol- 
lowers to  find  his  way  badtto  die  city.  They  oould 
plainly  distinguish  its  dark  walls,  from  which,  every  now 
and  then^  the  flaish  of  the  cannon  still  continued ;  but 
Bertrand  found*  hims^  embarrassed  in  ihe  Turkish 
Hnee,  though  Ae  trench  near  him  seemed  to  have  been 
-^e  part  of  some  appioach  which  had  been  found  uso- 
lesis,  and  in  consequence  was  abandoned.  While  hfe 
considered  its  direction  and  calculated  whithei' it- led^he 
hieard  the 'tramp  of  armed  men,  and  caught  a  fkint 
glimpse  of  a  strong  body  retreating  from  the  city  to  the 
eamp.  Sflent  and  speedily  he  descended  wkh  his  men 
into  the  trdnchi  and  hastened  back  towards  Rhodes. 
The  body  of  janisaries  he  had  seen  passed  him  within 
a  hundred  yards,  but  without  disoovering  him ;  and  he 
marched  for  the  city.  The  trench  was  evidently  no 
longer  used,  and  along  all  its  angles  and  turnings  Ber- 
tram) pursued  his  way  undisturbed  till  he  had  nearly 
reached  the  town;  where  he  encountered  a  small  body 
of  stragglers,  who  after  a  slight  struggle  dispersed  in 
all  directions,  and  sought  safety  in  flight.  The  path 
now  led  directly  to  the  Spanish  bastion ;  but  that  spot 
which  had  been  so  neglected  dming  the  attack  was  now 
all  busding  with  soldiers,  and  the  first  reply  to  BeItrand^8 
voice,  as  he  shouted  fiom  below,  was  a  cannon-shot. 
It  boomed  over  th^  heads  of  his  little  band,  however, 
without  doing  injury  to  any  one,  and  he  was  soon 
recognised  and  admitted. 

He  firand  all  tiie  knights  andoflioers,  thongh  weariiMi 
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md  exhatisted,  fiill  of  th6  events  of  tfie  ninfat;  %ottli8M 
seemed  adso  sotne  odier  sobjeet  -vrkieb  :ooci^ftfed  4hmA 
deeply,  fot  he  retnaril(«d  sevml  knots  fathered  togMiev 
speaking  low  and  eagerly  ;  but  as  he  had  hith«rt»»«m 
leitained  little  communicatiob  with  any  one,  they  mii* 
feted  hirh  to  pass  on  without  mairing'  him  «  shateriii 
^eir  discossioii.  At  -length  one  of  th4«e  men  who  dan* 
not  resist  bestowing  a  part  of  thefe«^4de^li:tl|ey''gaal 
npoa  every  onio  they  meet,  demanded  if  he  heab  hfchrd 
that  Sir  Aiidrew  deMerail,  the  chanceyor  bf  the  wdes^ 
had  been  arrested  and  eonfined  in  the  towerof  Sl/Nioo* 
las  for  treasonable  praotiees  with  die  eiiemy  t     ••      .<  > 

*^Ii^pos8ibler  exelaimed  Bertrandy  esarting  bifek 
with  a  degree  of  etnotimi  no  one  had  s^ck  him  evinei 
before, — ^  iiMposidibfe  1  utterlv'  impoeeiMe  l** 

««^I>ue,  nevertheless^^  dryly  obsei^ed-wiokl  iongfat 
who  stood  ne^r ;  and  Bertmnd,  seeing  tW^eyee  of  many 
ett>aiid  fixed  utiM>n  himself,  fogMned  at  oiiee  his' cold 
composure^  ana  whh:  somewhat  lifceseom  iipen'faia  Ufii 
retired,  learing  them  to  comment  as  Msr^dieme^   \  ■>'  ii 


CHAPTER  V.         ^    -* 

llart«rtlMn,andl«MiMtiiiM^'  -  .  * 

Ifie  ymmytm  mm  be  ffUoiprfifd  tirft  alght 

'  Thk  ycMing  soMiier  strode  howrar  to  hir  Awdling  te 
the  loWer  town,  wearied  in  body  and  depressed  inimind. 
■•  A  traitrtrf*  he  thonght,  •* De  M^raitatraitor f'-^Was 
it  possible  ^--'JOtie  *who  had  so  often  shed- his  Mood  4<9> 
%he  order  of  8t.  Joltti--one  who  had  ever  shown  Him- 
self a  thie  knight  thK^ngh  a  haughty  matt  I^^Aaiy^ 
the  an^w  and -the  packet  he  had  seeti  shf^thitO'  the 
l^iritfeh  fines  !-i-The  common  report  among  the  knighte 
^at  Be'  Merail  hads^d,on  the  Mnre  of>hisow&li«pei 
iof  election, that YiUiersdellsle  Adam  shocidb^  the  Mat 
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Qrand  M^ater  of  Rhodes  I-r.hia  8lackiie8$  .in,  tbe  d^ 
fence  !--<4ii8  penuoioiis  ^lounsels  I" — all  ni^h^dupon  tbe 
■aind  of  the  ywmg  kiuj^t,  and  though  he  woqld  have 
given  a  ivorld  to  believe  De  Merail  innocem*  he  cpuld 
not.  luDUiell'  hut  doubt.  He  suffered  his  page  to  ufida&p 
hia  armour  and  to  bathe  some  slight  wounds  which  1^ 
had  received,  and  then  casting  himself  down,  he  strovi^ 
for  sleep  till  moraing* 

He  aaae  almost  wilh  the  dawn  and  sought  the  palace 
of  the  grand  master,  but-Villiecs  was  deep  in  council 
and  tnight  not  be  disturbed.  He  then  joined  some  of 
the  knights  of  Oaetile^  to  which  language  De  Merail 
bebhged ;  but  all  he  could  hear  of  him  was,  that  two 
knighis  grand  crossea,  together  with  the  ordinary 
judges,  were  ordered  m  ait  that  rery  day  upon  hia  trial* 
Those  whoadboted  friendship  for  him  shook,  tbe  head 
m  ailenoe>.  and  Uiose  whom  his  pride  had  ofibnded 
boldly  ealkid  him  a  traitor.  Still  Bertjrand  de  la  Croi^ 
ledolFed  40  see  the  grand  master  himself,  and  watching 
his  moment  when  be  visited  the  ramparts,  he  boldly 
approached  him  in  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  man,  who 
had  so  lately  fallen  from  one  of  the  highest  and  noblest 
grades  of  the  order,  to  imprisonment  and  disgrace. 
But  the  moment  his  name  was  mentioned  Villiers  de 
risle  Adam  sternly  waved  his  hand. 

**Sir  Bertrand  de  la  OroU^**  he  said,  ^  stain  not  the 
honourable  name  you  have  acquired  by  deeds  of  un- 
equalled courage  in  defence  of  Rhodes,  by  saying  one 
word  in  favour  of  a  convicted  traitor.  His  peers  and 
his  judges  have  condemned  him  on  evidence  of  his 
guUt,  conclusive  beyond  all  doubt,  and  to*morrow,  as  I 
JKv€w  lie  dies  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner.  Answer 
not,  sir ;  you  are  a  g^ant  ma^,  and  we  thank  you  for 
your  services,  but  you  have  no  voice  in  Rhodes !" 

.  Bertrand's  eye  met  that  of  the  grapd  master  with  a 
.gln^vCQ  of  proud  dignity  equal  io  his  own.  «^I  cv^ne 
ndt,.sir,^  he  s^id,  ^*  to  speak  for  the  guilty  or  tb^  co|i- 
demnad :  but  not  knowing  that  his  trial  had  so  quick)y 
4Hiken  place,  I  came  to  re(Bind  you.  Sir  VilUers  do  Tlf  1^ 
Aiikm$  that,  be  .w^  your  opponent  at  your  election,  and 
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to- hid  yo^Q  see  tl^t  free' and' fair  jiistio0  wa«(  doB^  jbim«' 
as  yon  WMid  hbU  3r4>br:good  iianM  UiJfo|igboiit..(he* 
world.  This,  sir,  I  came  to  tell  you  as  gentkoiaB;  tp 
gentleman  ami  knigfaft'to  knight  4  ind  now:,  sir^  I  i^id 
jrou  farowellv*"  ■      ,«    : 

^  Hold!'*  eried  the  grand  master,  as  Bertraiid  turnQ4 
aiway.  **  You  speak,  sir,  somewhat  too  boldly,  and  y^Qt* 
your  wohiS' touch  tipon  painfiil  trui^  ,  I  feel-^  t^now 
that  the  execution  of  Aitdrew.  derMerail  may,  in  Uio. 
w^oirid,  be  attributed  to  me  as'  an  utiw«rthjfi.y^geance. 
But  I  Aoc^don^  and  mU^o  jnstioe  to>  bun  «ftd  itoi}^.' 
He  has  been  examined^  tried,  and  judged  by^  two  iiobl«| 
and  upright  knights, -who  voted  iim  his  faveui:«  agaio^t 
my  own  electioBr:  It  has  beett  pioved  that  the  first, 
esdkd  the  infidel  io>' oar  sfaotea,  and  thai  he  it  hae  hec^ 
Hrho  has  betrayed  all  bw  seorets  le  the  enemy.  A&0T 
patient  invebtt^tion '  he  haB^  been  condemned  toj  d^9th« 
and  were  -  he'  •  m^  deareb^  >initnd,  'xoff  nearest  kiai  1^ 
should  ^ufibr  the  a'iinird**^JNowv  ^ir^  to  fvwr&rew^Ui:..]^ 
hare  wwared  morer  wank  than'befit^fneJ!    i    ^\/.i  ..  ■  { 

Bach  tunied  uponhfB  palh/iixiiBenferand  de^Ie  CroiXf 
seeking  his  own  dwelling,  gave  himself  r<<ip  tO  biti^ 
ihedit^tidA.  <«<I«nabdr  ibdttra-ed  he,  '^I&labdfjr,  ,How 
Will  lier  heart  be  tvnm^!  .  Yet^  why  needl  ibioki.^ 
her  ?  Hei^  father's^  fate  vrill  neVer  j»mh  her  es^^it 
Either  those  greedy  and'  idsattaie  waves  bave!i:eokepe4 
ihy  lost  jewel  among  ^  the 'fair:  bright  things  they  t^are 
entombed,  or  else  som^  borsed  pirate-^but  I  will  not 
-^I  d^ri^  not  think-  of  that;"  and  Bertraad  cot^ff)^  hi^ 
eyeew^  his  hands  and  gvoaaed  in  agoby  of  spl/it. 

The- hours  p^aesed  by,  and-  the  dark  edge  of  thQ  h/m^ 
Bon  hid  the  labt^  beaming  bpott^  the  setting  sun,,  when 
the  page  of  Sir  Andi-ew  de  Merail  steed  before  B^- 
trand  de  )a  Oroix  after  catefiilly  closing  the  door  and 
drawing  down  the  tapestry.  **  Well,  hoy 4  what  news  V* 
exclaimed  the  young  soldieri'  *^ Being  you  .letter  or 
message  from  your  lord  ?-^Quick  !«-*-Speak !" 

^^o  letter  have  I,  'sir*''  answered  the  boy;  ''nor 
have  I  message  but  to  bid  you  epeedily  to  hint  4a  the 
prison.     Take  this  friw'd  gowti-uid-  this  ekapleW  3ir 
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Kudglitl  Th#  jailef  is.bfibedi  and  tiiedo9irB.wail>pe)| 
tOyoift'-Mmd  }mum  u»  Yami  for.iile  tad  dMk  /ire.  Vpoa 
j^if' steps.*' ..  '  '.'•.  .  •  »•.>,.  .^  .'"  .!  . 
'  Bertrttid ' ptitu^d^  for  a  mament^aitd  Aougbt'***** tt 
matfcers  not!"  cried  he,  at  length;  ^'it  mattersjiotr. 
akd  taking  the  fowa  and  qh^^iletihedrew  the  hood  pver 
hki  fkce,  and  strcNle  onwards  :towaidf»  the  aea^  into 
which  the  tow«r  &i  St.  Mieoia^,  wl^erei  De.Meraii  was 
confiived,  ptojected  on  a  sort  o£  natural  mole* :  No 
aenfcinel  €fcal^|;ed.hun  till  he  came  neftr  the  tovjert 
bMf  UMre  ke  vm  ablised  to  ginrelbeiwQrd  a|  e^  fost 
Ht^  knowMge*  of  thoi  odnoteikign,  bovevert  aery^fl 
hhvi  til(  he  had  entered  <the'taiv^,,anfL.ther9<  Uiqwripg: 
ki »  fei^^nlNl'vGiioe'for  tte  oivil  ofSi^er^jii  wh<»«e.«^Myt 
#re  pifMhers"Win«  lodged,  ha:  fomiiKk  that  Ms  iraf  i^ad 
dli^ady  •be«ii  prejyaftd  fa^  iwcigihty.  bciheA.; :  He  w,^ 
iastantty'  eoiidi»Kted/inio  «/  small  foom,  whei^/the  jailer- 
ttkltf  him  vneoYeT'thiit  hisad}  toi  saiisfv.him^  of  hia 
kediitf.'  ttudt  bein^  jAamS,  ha.  led.,  him  thipugb  die 
long  dim  pas^igia-^'the  toWor^  whoee  laietaicbojiy 
glooral  waa  heigktetiediby <be  roaring  «f  ^,.9^^.j|4  it 
da«hfed»kg«flnatit8Jbfe8«,  ■■  )  .'f 

''  All  priatoed  id'  silence^  and  ik€  ttkVf  wtMNls  Whanged 
^r«i.ttFh^ri  opening  a  st^ng  doorthe  offieer  badp  biw 
enter,  whispevmg  «'8e  quick.'^^^f^l'wiUt'!  itepUed  ^jue 
yonng  daldier^  and  he  paaaed  into  thiS'^eeil< .  A. table*  ft 
chan*/  a  bedj  and  a  lamp  vvere  bU  tb«  mpireablas  it  eoor 
tainedt  uAd  in  the  midst  stood  Andrewda  Me^ail,  wilb  91 
thoaaand  deep  ch^ela  end  liaes.'in  his  brow  |uid 
cheek,  wrou^  by  the  passing  of  a  siogiadi'eadfuld^)^ 
-His'  eye  was  still,  however,  .full  of  .fire;  and  light,;  and 
'Ins  brow  was  Ik  with  ateni;determinatipn,i  bpt  "^he  sti^ 
ein^ls  of  his  gtaykair  ^eeiaed  ixis^hswa  teJai^  their 
bend,  and  fauag  wildly  over  his  brow  s^d  ^hi»ekf  ajpji 
there  was  a  qurrariag  eagerness  about  his  Upy  which  ^pQk.e 
'^le  restless  and  perturbed  soul  within. 

M  You  have  come !"  tried  he,  as  Bertrand  entered* 
aiid  the  jailer  dosed  die  d6or  behind  him.  «t  Ton  have 
codiel  I  thought  you  weuld'-^is  is  no  m^ofeat  for 
feaito  or  hesitation  !*-^Bat  ma^k  me,  sir — ^I  sent  not  for 
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yxm  cm  my  own  account  !-^No. ! — ihey  might  have  torn 
ray  oid  limbs  with  red-hot  pmcers*  ere  I  would  have 
claimed  aid  )9f  mortal  man.  But  my  daughter — my 
Isabel — your  kabel-*-oiur  beloved,  must  be  saved." 

^  Ha  !'*  ejcelaimed  Bertrand,  in  the  saitie  rapid,  almost 
Vicoherent  manner^  **  have  3rou  heard  of  her  1  Where 
IS  she?  How  cah  she  be  snceolired ?**-4S(peaki  my 
lordt-^peakl" 

'^  Only  by  one  Earthly  means,''  replied  DeMerail. 
**Til]  my  child  was  involved,  whatever  were  myj^ansy 
I  sought  fio  earthly  aid ;  content,  if  I  rose,  t»  triumph 
singly,  and  if  I  fell,  to  fall  alone.  But  now;  sir,  yoil 
must  aid  me,  and  if  your  heart  quail  or  hesksAe  hut  as 
a  strong  lance  trembles  to  a  light  wind,  you  are  false 
and  faithless  to  your  love,  and  give  her  tamely  to  the 
polluting  arms  of  a  base  infidel.  Look  yon-«-yoti  read 
the  lingua  franca,— construe  me  that,''  and  he  drew 
from  his  bosom  a  roll  of  paper;  which  he  placed  in  the 
hand  of  his  companion.     Bertrand  approached  the  light 

and  read. 

•      ,  t,.i  •    -  _ 

♦nor  xBTTta.  \..'  •  ■ 

•^Peri  Baeha  of  Patrtts  to  D&  Mt^rM^  Me  iftke  ^hi^fk 
of  the  Vorsairs  cftthodesi  *  - 

•The  Wgh'  and  mighty  Sultann  'Sdimann,  Emperor 
i4  the  WoiM,  wills  me  to  tell  thee,  vh!  fatthleSe 
Uiaour,  that  doubimg'the  trtrth  fthd'hbnee^  of  ihy 
counsels,  which  have  as  yet  proveA  onlyflital'  and 
detrimentaJ  to  the  armies  of  the  Ptophet,'heliair'fi»und 
a  means  to  ensure  thy  sincerity,  or  «o  pimiidl  thee 'in  its 
defeult.  Know  then,'  o»i  son  of  a  perverted  race  f  diat 
a  Fraukish  girl  has  been  iaken  by  OourtoglT;  the  failiiftil 
servaiit  of 'the  suMirtie  sultaun,  who,  ^^laring  herself 
thy  daughter,  has  been  kept  as  a  pledge  tnd  h<Mtage 
of  thy  faith.  If,  accorcRng  to  <hy  treaty,  tikm  dosi 
deliver  i^o  the  hands  ox  the  servai^S'of  ^e ptvphct  this 
stronghold  of  Christisln  robbers,  the  iMyvereigntf  of 
Cypnis  shall  be  secmred  unto  thee,  according' to  the  «s 
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broken  word  of  the  monai^h  of  die  nuHinicka  of  tbe^ 
earth  ;  and  the  maiden  ihj  dangler  $AiM  beireaaered; 
to  thy  arms  pure  and  tihinjured  as  she  left  lh<ee«     But 
if  thou  failestin  that  which  I  am  about  to  {xrescribe  to* 
thee,  she  shall  beeome  the  slave  of  «he  lowest  grpom 
of  the  sultaun's  stables^  and  when  Bhodeft  ^hall  bjav)^ 
fHli^u^  thou  thyself  sfaalt  :be  tomato  peo00  by.:Wild. 
horses.     Know,  then,  that  to-morrow  night  th^  anoies . 
of  the  Prophet  will  once  more  nnireh  to  the  storv^  i  two 
iKrars  after  the  «veiiiaig' prayer /ft  ^false  ^uitat^.wiil  ^* 
made  upoathebafirtiimi.whiiih  the^Ciaoitfi^ ><caM  ^t  of; 
Italy,  but  the  real 'one  will  be;  against  thai  of  Anvergne. 
See  that  not  a  gun  be  fired  frooi  that,,b)i8tion,  for  thy. 
daughter's  tcot  is  withitt.reaiBhof  its  fire ;  apd  see  also,,. 
thit  when  the  soldiers^of  tbePropheit  plant  his.  standard 
upon  the  post  of  Auvergnet  not  a  Giaour  be  found  j  in 
arms  up6n  4hat  point,  and  tbatthou.  art  ready  ta  aid  the 
servants  of  the  Most  High* .  I>o  this  and  thou  ^halt  live/ 

As  Bertrand  de  la  Crob^  read,  the  eye  of  the  unhappy 
De  Merail  fixed  upon  his  countenance  with  intense  and 
agonizing  scrutiny.  The  muscles  of  his  face  were 
drawn  and  tense,  and  his  strong  marked  features  were 
ahaipciied  and  almoi^t  distorted  with^the  world  of  busy* 
passions  that  were  thronging  at  his  heart :  but  when 
the  young  soldier  had  finished,  and  he  saw  the  proud 
ttenr  «corB  that  gathered'  in  his  eye«  i^sge  took  the  place 
of  lear  and  eKpeetc^Uon,  and  with  tiuf^ats  and  inipreca- 
ticns  he  soughlfto  drive  him  toihis  purpose*  ... 
"  ;  f*  Was  he.  the  lover,"  he  ask^  "  whoi%yauld  sacrifice 
life  ^d  all  th^t  life  was  worth  for  her  fae.l^yed— ryes,, 
he  who  dar^^risk  nothing  r 

And  then  again  he  menaced  him  with  accusations 
before  the  council  of  the  order,  and  threatened  to  qhaif  e 
lam  with  partio^ation  in  his  own  crimes.  Wildly  and 
vplitUy  he  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  mingled  argument, 
intimidation,,  i^ucement,  and  supplication*'  .  But  Ber- 
trand de  la  Gipix. listened  with  firm,  unshaken  mind. 

'*  Unhappy  man,"  he,  said  at  le4igth,  ^  I  would  not  be 
the  thing  you  think  me — ^no !  not  for  a  miljion  en^pures 
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1  will  save  y^mrchfldjiny  Isabel,  OT^te  ?  bdt  stdm'my 
knighthood  and  betray  my  trust  is  ivhat  I  never  will 
do.  Fare'ytfu  well,  and  God  have  mercy  on  you!** 
and  casting  down  the  letter  he  turned  to  quit  the  cell. ' 

Thf*  heaii  of  De  Merail  was  bowed  to  the  earth. 
«•  Leave  me  not!  leave  me  not!"  he  cried,— ** stay, 
stay,  oh  stay !"  and  he  laid  his  hsmd  with  an  uncertain 
grasp  tipon  the  friar's  robe  that  covered' -the  ytmng 
soldier.  Bertrand  turned  for  an  mstant  with  a  glancS 
Qf  painful  pity:  De  Merail  relaxed  his  hold,  covered 
his  eyes  with  his  hands,  and  exclaiming,  **  Oh  God ! 
dh  God  r  suffered  him  to  depart  > 

When  Bertrand  issued  forth  frdm  the  tow^r  of  St' 
Nicolas,  the  whole  earth  was  covered  with  deep  dark« 
Bess.  The  Moslems'  honr  of  evening  prayer  was  past, 
and  the  moment  which  was  to  bring  the  new  attack  and 
to  seal  the  fate  of  her  he  loved  far  better  than  exist* 
i^hce  was  hurrying  on ;  but  still  he  turned  his  steps  to 
the  palace  of  the  grand  master,  and  demanded  ear*' 
nestly  to  speak  with  hipi  on  bosihess  of  lif^  and  death, 
bnt  Villiets  refused  to  see  him,  and  bertrand  turned 
upon  his  path.  •  . 

In  a  few  minutes  all  his'  men  were  collected,  and 
equipping  himself  in  the  lightest  armour  he  could  find, 
Bertrand  prepared  to  leave  the  city  by  the  sally-port 
of  the  post  of  Auvergne,  indignantly  leaving  the  grand 
master  to  meet  the  coming  danger  as  best  he  might 
But  still  as  he  was  about  to  turn  away  he  paused  for  a 
moment-— 

^  No,  no  !'*  cried  he  at  length ;  ^  he  must  be  warned. 
Perchance  he  thought  I  came  to  plead  for  a  guilty 
traitor.  Get  thee  back,  Dufarrel ;  go  to  the  gate  of  the 
grand  mastaito  palace :  besiege  it  closely ;  seek  to 
speak  with  him,  and-  leave  it  not  at  all  events  till  you 
see  him  come  forth.  Tell  him  to  look  to  the  bastion 
of  Auvergne,  for  that  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
there  will  be  the  greatest  struggle,  wherever  the  Turks 
may  feign  their  first  attack ;  and  if  I  return  not  before 
dawn  to-morrow,  give  him  this  ring  with  your  own 
hands,  and  tcU  him  I  am  dead.** 
C'« 
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The  soldier  reliised  not .  to  ob^y,  although  be  iniir 
inured  8omqwhat  about  quitting  his  lord.  He  hurrie^ 
quickly,  however,  to  the  grand  master's  palacq,  and 
twice  sought  to  speak  with  bim ;  but  was  twice  refused 
admitlanee,  as  Yilliers  de  Tlsle  Ajdam  was  deeply 
husied  in  a  council  of  the  order«  At  length  an  ontcfy. 
firom  the  western  side  called  his  attention  as  he  stood 
watching  at  the  gate  for. the  grand  master's,  coming 
iorth«  Shouts  and  exclamations  were  heard,  and  the 
toar  of  artillery  grew  loud  and  frequent.  Forgetting, 
the  orders  he  h^  received  he  rushed  with  all  spee^ 
towards  the  scene  of  strife,,  but  ere  he  had  gone  f^rhi^ 
master's  commands  flashed  across  his  memorv,  ^^  he 
turned  with  the  same  haste  to  seek  the  palace  gat^ 
again,  before. he  reached  it,  however,  and  panting  anid^ 
out  of  breath  with  the  $peed  he  had  put  forth  tp  remedy, 
his  erroi*!  he  suddenly  encountered  VUliers  himseu^ 
Ipkurrying  Dn  foot  towards  the  Jtalian  ramparts,  folloyired! 
by  a  crowd  of  knights  aiid  soldiers.  ,    .      , ^ . 

The  grand  m^ter  mistook  the  object  of  his  hasted 
*«  Whatl  flying!"  he  exclaimed,' striking  hitn  with  his, 
gauntlet  •'  Back  to  the  ramparts,  caitiff!  ^  for  by 
heavmi,i(  thou  fishtest  not  like  a  man  thou  shalt  die 
like  a  dog,  Spe^  not !  back,  1  say !"  and  again  he 
struck  him  with  his  armed  hand.  The  solder  glared 
fpon  him  for  a  moment  as  if  he  would  have  smote  biuv 
in  return,  and  then  turning  suddenly  round,  he  darted 
away,  reached  the.  bastion  of  Italy,  ^nd  nungled  [ia^ 
the  fray,  ^ 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Sir  I  mnl  lav»|  •ndam  rwolTtd  to  tnr 
y  ftte,  or,  hOxag  fa  the  adreanire,  du. 
Dev 


^  Thb  moeit  was  liiddan  in,  doudsy  and  not  a  star  w^ 
to  be  seen  m  the  heayfos  vh«^  Bertrand  and  hi^ 
men  glided  forth  Irom  the .  sally-port  of  the  post  ojf 
Jkiif eigne*  Daskne^  spread,  all  arowd  then^aiMl^a 
km  HnMing  lanl}>8  in  idie  Turkish  caiy^  was  thi^ 
onlyguldetoiheir  ft>otstep9  2  but  moat  ^f  the  party  ha4 
erossed  and  ^reerossed  that  pdaiti  so.  often  in  the  various 
soities  *whiteh  h;^  taken  place,  that/Scar^  a  s^  of  th^ 
gr^nad'  vas  vnknown-'  to*, them;  and  they  advan^ned 
Aariessljt;  ^iO«gh  eaittionsly,  d0W9  the  slope  of  the  hill» 
lyi  theyre^h^  a  smaUiclump  of.  bushes  ai^l  stunted 
irtfea  abeit  .a  quarter  of  a. wile  distant  from. ^^e .first 
lenis  of  the-Tmrkish'eaeainpwent.  ;  No.^lie^  had  of 
late  taken  )^aee  on  the  part  pf  the  garri8on»  for.  their 
nnmbers-wev^  too  small  to  risk  unnecessary  loss ;  and 
the  infidelfl,'  except  when  urging  some  night  attack*  ha4 
slept  in  pea(ee,-SQ  that,  buri^  in  perfect  security,  :small 
ptvcautions  were  taken  against  any  efibrta  of  the 
Christians.  <         >       ..  . 

?  So  well'  had  Bertrand  chosen  hia  way  that  not  a 
sentinel  had  been  met ;  ,but  now  he  paused  behind  the 
bushes,  for  at  no  great. distance  lay  a  post  .of  Turkish 
aoldiers.  '  At  ^e  same  time  he  knew  not  whether  the 
trench  by  which  he  had  returned  the  night  before,  and 
which  lay  close  beside  -him,  might  not  form  the  line  of 
advance  for  the  Turkish  troops  upon  the  post  of  Au- 
▼ergne^  and  he  was  determined  to  wait  till  »part  at 
least  had  passed  by  before  he  attempted  to  execute  the 
bold  adventnce  on  which  he  waa  bent.  During  this 
temporary  halt- he  told  his  men  the  hazardous  .nature 
•f  te  action  kdme  'them*  and  finding  all  willing  ^  H' 
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low  him  to  death  itself,  he  allotted  them  iheir  several 
duties  clearly  and  precisely,  and  then  crouching  with 
them  under  the  bushes,  waited  for  the  passing  of  the  * 
Moslem  storming  parties. 

It  is  needless  to  dwell  lor^  upon  4iis  thoughts  during 
the  few  minutes  he  thus  remained.  Life  and  death,  as 
far  as  he  himself  was  concerned,  and  deliverance  or 
degradation  to  her  he  loved,  were  the  stakes  for  which 
he  played  his  bold  and  fearful  game:  but  the  bitter 
m^emory  c^  Iter-  fatkcir's  4reiMson  anA  tMntibapproaefthig 
fate  (rang  heavy  ikpMi  hfe  nifod,  «iid  rttingled  with  RiaN|f 
d  painful  thoii^t  *ibt  the  -  fvMre^ '  8ui  still  •  the .  great 
exdtemenl  of  Ins  pr^n^  €fnS0tpniM4>Mpied*km  Mt 
thoughts  r  And  tho^h,  'wheA  Aie  idea'  of  1^  M^raO^ 
hte  fislsKed  acio8c(  his'  miifd,  a  ehitf  and  pahiM  feetiog 
WDtiM  ga'thi^r  roimd  hiir  liefttty'  ^et  hw  whole 'veneti 
were^'affiv^fo  Wfaat'^ae  ptusN^gaffotnid,  aiidiot^ltaf 
fdlfhjm  the  trees  abov(s^hilli  biif^as  mayfesdlPflni 
keeto  ear;  As  h«^!a^  t^e  eound  of  a  puUtii^f^gt^^tm^ 
ittg' host  was  heaid  from  the  Turkish  damp^*-^th6  whist 
pered  commands,  the  stealthy*  movements,  tte  mvffied 
armsV  ftnd  ^ei^  the-mie^nred  but  soRUread  of  me* 
tutored  to  silence.  A'  lal^e-  body  was 'Evidently  4d- 
Vicing,  and  they  could  be  seen  4meipo6iiig<  its^a  dense 
itoass  betwecfn  'ihespot  wh^o  hd  lay  and  the  light*  Ui 
the  Turkiiih  camp.  Th^  came  neai^-^nor^  aoativu- 
iskirted  i9ie  rety  bttshes,  and  passed  ony  file  afler  fH^^ 
towards  the  city.  Another  mass  of  many  ihousaiidii 
totghtbe  just  distinguished  as  they  orosei^d'lsoiiie  Aiint 
Hst^eaks  of  stmggUng'lightupdnthe  edge^f  Uie  hoviiMw:; 
1>ut'they  too  mev«d  On,  and  then  there  was*  a  pdiiM. 
'BMrand'lffled'his'head  and  listened,  bat  iAstantly 'bent 
^dowfi  agttn,  while  a 'third  and  larger  bod^  still  po«red 
<m  at  a  sliort  digrtance^  It  was  cle«r-  that  on  thiv  gtenx 
eflbrt>SdIhiian  sent  fbrlii  ibe  wMe  df  his- mdltttude;'  • 

-  Sileitee  •  succeeded,  and  then  «idvancii^  -  gmtiy '  to  -  the 
^^neh  Whidh  had.not  beei<  oeet^edi  ftmrond  dild  his 
'^seniqE^amofts  eM^  Ibrwaki  to  the  Turkaeh  eaii^.  Hm 
^Ih^y  advanced  ^ey 'cimld  distinguish  on  of  hitt  aciiaif 
«  iisihl^  -difitatK^  '-k  4ioM  4>f  moMaUbii  tmiOk  •miml 
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Mclns  'miKl  labdur  iU  /lojB^tW.  wkli  a  hige  body  of 
caaraliyt  and.  ofi  the  at^oldiag  itaelf.  several  hunnfiii 
figures,  JspparsfMly  gaaing  towards  the  fortr^s.  Beh 
tweea  his  f  artj^  and  the  camp  waa  a  line  of  aentuaela 
seaitered  at  considerate  diaitanads,  and  the;one  o^arestt 
dusteiti^iliily -of  tfie  disysod  trenoh  had  been  seduc^ 
A'Way  t9  s|>9ak  wUb.hia  eompfknipn  at  some  distano^ 
Jusl  tkefaiod  w^as  i^  vills^e  of  pioneers'  hula,  but  thej 
^ere  att  dark  anddesei:le4fiand  biehind  theffl  were  some 
.lighted,  ^(^tsjuat  wHbin  the  range  of  the  guns  on  the 
bastion  of  Auvergne,  aqd  Ber^;and  doubted,  not  tha^ 
^ttove  i^]fM  thftt  be'  ?alued  in  the  wosld.  The.sa^tinel 
fwa^^evidefUjy  defip  \^  ocHivejnsation  with  his  corop^uiioini 
•iwdi  9^  ^y.  011^  ^r^r^d  ^md  tv^a  9^  his^comradea  ^t^e 
across  and  hid  themselves  in  the  darkness  of  the  pio^ 
iieersV)^^t^. .  ^g  a  foi^th  was  goix^  to  pass,  howerer, 
.the:,8eB^t|||^..^iy^^  ji^aok  and  resumed  his  post;  but 
jQ^rtrapd  b^Mptiir^that  tbe.^qldier  th^t  was  ne^t  to  folloir 
4rj^.b(^d!TiM|4skiiA^,. and  well  versed  in  the  Turkish 
liQPgUfly  a«id  he  paused  awoRisly  to  see  how  he  wo^ld 
accomplish  hU  passage* 

. '  The  sentinel  tunned  slowly  backwards  and  forward^ 
for^me  time^-^hen  pausing  to  listen^  h^  leaned  upon 
lus  aiquebuse ;  but  at  that  moment  with  one  sp^ng  the 
Christum  soldier  wraa^ppn  him — ^his  hand  clasped  upon 
iiis  mouth,  his  foot , upon  the  match  of  his  gunt  and  his 
d?(gger  in  his  heart*  The  slight  rustle  of  a  momentary 
ati^uggle  apd  ^  d^ep  igroan  was  all  that  was  heard,  and 
jbefoie  the  other  sentinel  had  turned  from  the  round  he 
was  jnal^^g,  the  Cljiristiaa  soldier,  with  the  turban  of 
the  dead  man  on  his  head,  and  his  arquebuse  on  his 
shoulder^  .W9S  ;slo wly  parading  in  a  di0erent  direction, 
fQ.  a$  4!$Qn^pietely  Uf  deceive  his  eye,  and.  make  him 
i^nk  that  lus  compauion,  having  resumed  hia  post,  was 
;;K>t  willing  to  xi^Ci^any. further  conversation.  Each 
jUme  the  Turkish  sentryi — whose  post  was  about  tw<) 
jiundred  yards  irpm  .the  spot — tmnpd  u^  his  walk,  two 
or  thx;ee  of  ^er^and's  men  passed  'across  into  the 
^adow  of  the  huts ;  and  when  the  whole  were  Urns 
^Kitbi^  t^^  lippsj^  Jpj^lC^^v^ced  ca»fiously  toinrards 
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the  lighted  tents,  in  one'  of  ifrbich  he  d^dbl«d  noi  tiMt 
Isabel  de  Merail  w^  confihedr  Keeping  camfuliy  in 
the  shadow  he  advanced  between  two,  aiKl  bendmg 
down  his  ear  listened  to  some  voiee*  that  urcre  speak- 
ing within;  but  the  langnage  ismpLoy^  wss  TorSdBh, 
^d  the  tone  not  that  of  her  he  loved.  StUl  he  liMeaed 
for  a  moment  longer,  when  from  the  other  tent  ouhm 
left  he  could  hear  a  noise  as  of  a  A)g  mnhing  tfak^ 
round  the  in^de  of  the  oanviiss  wails,  aad  Wich  a  low 
sort  of  whine  of  pleasure  seeming  to  recognise  hiai, 
and  to  welcome  his  approach. 

«*  What  ails  thee,  Querida  t  What  ails  thee  T  med 
the  voice  of  Isabel,  a  moment  after.  ^Alas!  adas^l 
He  that  thou  wert  wont  so  to  greet  m  other  dajns  is  416 
longer  neAr."  .     .  -       .' 

Bertrand  beckoned  ibrwafrd  hi^  followers,  and  bade 
them  be  prepared  to  ikebohd  him  in  a  hiotnenlt^'if'h^ 
found'  any  one  in  the  inner  tent  besides  Ieab<e]  henletfc 
Some  one  "was  beJyond  all  doubt  on  guaM  in  the'  omtrtr 
tent,  but  hfe  'effected  a  shorter  means  of  eiiCranc«  IWr 
himself  by  drawing  his  dagger,  andlit  once  ripplrig*^ 
Canvass  down  to  the  ground.  The  hahgings  *  irith 
which  ir  was  lined  ivere  easily  remoVed,  aiS  BetOnihti 
stood  within  the  tent.  Isabel  was  alone,  and  the  iw- 
stant  she  saw  him,  she  sprang*  forward  to  Ws  arms^witFi 
a  faint  cry  of  delight.-^— Soine  one  moved  in  Ae  ^uter 
tent,  and  conscious  that  their  safety  greatly  depended 
on  the  secrecy  of  their  escape,  Bertrand  drew  bSck 
behind  the  hangings,  and  Isabel  with  instinctive  quick* 
ness  stooped  to  fondle  her  dog.  At  the  same '  instanff, 
the  grim  head  of  a  eunuch  was  thrast  in,  but  seeing 
nbthingto  excite  suspicion  was  immediately  withdrawn, 
and  in  a  moment  after  Isabel  was  in  the  free'^r  by  het 
lover's  side.  No  words  were  spoken;  all  was  ^com- 
prehended at  orice ;  but  Bertrand  hurried  foiward  t6 
the  spot  where  his  follower  still  kept'  guard,  to  all  apj- 
pearance  a  Turkish  sentinel,  and  there  bore  Isabel  across 
the  open  space  in  his  anris  to  the  mouth  of  the  deserted 
trench.  The  other  sentinel  had  extended  his  parage 
farther  than  usual;  all  the-  foUowers  of  the  young 
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CteiaAui  pcuued  unobserved^  and  thus,  as  will  some 
times  happen,  one  of  the  roost  bold  and  hazardoiv». 
attenipts  that  the  mind  of  man  could  conceive  was  eze* 
euied  without  dijfficulty,  and  with  no  sin^ar  event  in 
its  course. 

In  the  deep  dailmess  which  still  continued,  Berlrand 
hastened  with  her  he  iovedt  fixing  his  eyes  upon  the 
dim  lines  of  the  city,  which  were  scarcely  to  be  dis* 
tingttished  from  the  disep  obscurity  of  the  sky.  Sud- 
denly there  was  a  quick  flash  upon  the  Italian  bastion^ 
and  then  came  the  report  of  a  single  cannopi.  The 
moment  aflerp  the  whole  waUs  were  in  a  blaze,  and  the 
idllneaaof  tbe  night  was  swallowed  up  in  the  roar  of 
aittilery.  On  1  on !  Bertrand  sped,  sometimes.  lead<< 
ing  Isabel  by  the  hand^  sometioies  cainrying  h^r  in  his 
arms,  aS'tfae  ground  permitted ;  bul;  svill  Hoping  to  reach 
the  bastion  of  Auvergne  beibre  tiie  false  attack  upoi^ 
the  post  of- Italy  had  been  abandoned,  and  the  real  one 
eommeneed  on  the  other  point.  The  balls  of  the  c^xh 
non  sang  over  their  heads  as  they  advs^nced,  and  some* 
tnaes  striking  Ae  ground  near  them,  dashed  a  shower 
of  saod  into  the  tfeiich,  while  each  minute  the  roar  of 
the  artillery  became  louder,  the  shouts  and  cries  of  the 
combatants  mingled  with  the  soimd ;  and  through  the 
eiovtdu  of  smoke  that  began  to  envelop  them  the 
Waning  mouths  of  the  cannons  might  be  seen,  pouring 
^toach  and  dtotniotion  on  the  very  path  they  were 
pOTsmng.  »      , 

Isabel  treobkd  m  every  Umb,  and  for  hei;  the  atoul 
Heazt  of  Bertnad  felt  sensations  he  had  never  ezpe- 
nenoed  <foF  MmselC  Neaver,  moi^e  near  they  cawff* 
tand  fi>r  sonament  Ifumed  fnNH  the  thiok  of  the  fire,  axi4 
mppnmdtM:  tbe  baatkm  of  Axxveg^e*..  The  rampa^ 
«t  tfaat'>pieint  were,  but  thin}y.snanne4i  and  .Bertran4«  '^ 
^9ityhigink\m\in  his  aJgDs»^hpated loiid to.  the  soldier^s 
to  give  him  entrance. 

-  H^niraa  amd  rebo|^ed«  and  som^  movements.. were 
-nadr'to- odmitthimr;  .but;iali»tJbat'ia<H]|^pl.i|laTgehody 
cf  livff  Turldshl^Bitetiy'Hvbfi^l^d  uptHi  the.spot  where 
jMwaaatahdiBgi  Notamement  waato  belost.,,  The 
C3 
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janizaries  were  advancing  wkh  the  speed  of  ligbinttg 
to  the  attack  of  the  bastion ; — eyery  instunt  brought 
them  nearer :— the  warder  at  the  saUy^fiDrt  was  feavM 
and  unsteady*;  and  seeing"rioothcrway  of  escape,  Ber^ 
trand  rushed  up  over  the  ruins  of  the  brea«sh  which 
the  Turkish  artillery  had  effected  during  the  day,  while 
a  tremendous  discharge  of  shot  and  arrows  took  place 
around  hini.  Agitation,  fatigue,  and  terror  now  coooh 
pletely  overwhelmed,  the  unfortunate  girl  he  carried  in 
his  arms.  The  flash  and  the  roar  of  the  cannon,  the 
shouts,  the  cries,  the  yells,  the  strange  fierce  faces  and 
armed  forms  she  had  seen  around  htr  on.  every  Aide« 
all  in  a  moment,  faded  before  her  roiad^  and  she  fainted 
away  in  the  arms  of  her  loTcr.  Staggerii^  up  over  tha 
unsteady  ruins  of  the  wall,  Bertrand  struggled  on,  but 
towards  the  top  a  large  stone  gave  way,  and  neariy 
cast  him  back  to  the  ground.  At  the  same  time  a 
strong  soldier,  who  knew  him,  held  down  his  anas  from 
above  to  reach  the  beautiful^  but  apparently  lifdess 
form  he  carried.  The  Turks  were  close  behind. hiff 
JBteps — each  moment  hazarded  her  life,  and  Bertrtad 
intrusted  Isabel  to  the  hands  of  the  honest  soldier,  ex* 
claiming — *^  Quick  to  my  house !  I  will  take  your  place.^' 
The  man,  stooping  far  over,  received  her  in  his  arms  as 
a  father  would  his  infant,  and  bore  her  instantly  from 
that  scene  of  bloodshed  and  death.  In  the  mean  wiule 
Bertrand  again  endeavoured  to  climb  the  last  few  st^M^ 
but  there  the  stones  were  looser  than  below ;  and  as 
he  rushed  on,  losing  nearly  as  much  grmmd  ^.  he 
gained,  the  Turks  also  began  tot i  climb' the  breadi 
Bertrand  saw  that  they  would  reach  inm  belore  be 
could  arrive  at  the  top,  and  was  about  to  fem  his  tnea 
as  best  he  could  even  where  they  stood; 'hot  at  li^l 
moment  the  grand  master^  perceiving  the  raal.direetiaa 
the  Turkish  attack had^now tadten*  haataaed fo  thabaa- 
tion  D'Auvergne. 

As  he  sprang  forward  towards  the  bxaaeh^  fi^wed 
by  all  the  knights  and  soldiers  he  coiiid  eoUacUitha  irat 
object  his  eye  fell  Upon  was  Bertrand  da  hfOttiix^  lead- 
ing on — ^as  it  appeaPsd-^-the  Turkish' saktioBS  tO'the 
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assaulr.  Where  he  stood,  the  short  space  between  the 
ypung  soldier  and  the  Turks  was  nearly  lost  to  his 
sight;  the  knights  who  accompanied  the  grand  master 
Were  deceived  like  himself,  and  crying  out  npon  the 
imagined  treason,  they  threw  themselves  into  the  breach* 
Bertrand  gladly  beheld  them  coming,  as  he  thought* 
to  his  assistance,  but,  to  his  surprise,  he  was  in  a  mo* 
raeAt  struck  to  the  ground,  seized,  and  disarmed ;  and 
wliile  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  shield-  clasped  to  shield^ 
the  knights  of  St.  John  opposed  to  the  Turks  the  same 
dauntless,  unconquerable  front  with  which  they  had  met 
idi  former  attacks,  one  of  their  nM>9t  gfallant  supporters 
was  carried  bound  and  bleeding  to  the  criminal  prison 
in  the  tower  of  Su  Nicolas. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

PiBBoa,  food  reader !  iowtwptp^ 

Peace!  tbeloTeraara asleep: 
ttuy,  aweet  tartles,  fMded  lie 
•  In  tbe  last  knot  thai  love  cfmld  tie. 
Let  them  a^p !— let  tliem  aleep  on, 
TIU  diia  atQrmjr  Big ht  ba  gone, 
•<  .    And  the  eternal  flwrrow  dawo ; 

Then  tha  eartaliia  ahalf  be  drawn ; 
And  tbajr  araiwn  wiili  ibat  Mc>>t> 
Wboae  day  shall  never  sleep  in  night. 

CHASHAW. 

The  ^ghthafl|>a8sed  by,  the  attack  of  the  Tuiks  was 
again  repidsed,  and  momtBg  had  taken  the  place  of  night, 
when  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  was  led,  bound  and  guarded, 
from  the  prison  ta  which,  he  had  spent  the  last  eight 
bcNir*  to  the  palace  of  the  grand  master.  As  he  passed 
timwgh  the  great  square,  he  was  met  by  four  men  car* 
ijrmg  adeafd  body  covered  with  a  doth,  and  a  little  far- 
ther on  he  behelcLa  scaffold,  a  block,,  and  an  axe,  with 
bloody  evideaoes  around  of  their  having  beeniately  used 
for  the  pitfpeaes  of  death*  At  the  sapie  time,  firom  the 
soatiered  groups  of  sp^tators,  who  were  separating 
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after  the  fetal  sccsie  they  had  witnesised,  he  heard,  fre* 
qaently  pronounced  the  name  ^' Be- MecaO,**  and  th« 
appellation  of  ^  hardened  traitor.** 

Bertrand  required  no  otfier  commenty  and  withoal 
question  suffered  himsrif  to  be  led  on  in  silenoe.  Aftief 
arriving  at  the  buildings  which  were  called  the  inne  of 
the  order,  he  was  detained  for  a  few  momente,  and  had 
an  opportunity  of  observing  the  ravages  which  war  jhad 
already  made.  More  than  one-half  of  the  lodging^ 
seemed  vacant,  and  the  groans  of  die  dying  and  wounded 
knights  brought  home  from  the  last  asaaalt  rendcrdl 
ihe  hall  but  a  melancholy  restmg-pkce.  At  length  the 
door  of  the'conncil-chamber  was  opened  for>  hmi^  and 
he  was  brought  before  the  trtbimal  of  the  order. 

At  the  end  of  a  long  table,  in  a  seat  a  little  raised 
above  the  rest,  sat  the  grand  master ;  his  features  worn 
and  channeled  with  toU  and  anxiety,  and  his  garments 
apparently  unchanged  since  the  combat  of  the  preceding 
night.  Several  of  the  higher  officers  of  the  brother- 
hood were  placed  around  him,  and  the  rest  of  the  table 
was  filled  with  knights  commanders  and  grand  crosses. 
Bertrand  placed  himself  at  once  €»ppoeile  the  chief  of 
the  military  fraternity,  and  encountered  his  grave  dark 
eye  with  a  glance,  firm,  calm,  and  dignified  as  his  own. 

^  It  is  a  melancholy  task,  Sir  Bertrand  de  la  Croix,*^ 
said  the  grand  master,  afl^,  a  .momenl^ry  panee,  **  to 
judge  and  sentence  treachery  and  trfeaeon — things,  we 
would  fain  believe,  which  could  not  exist  with  gallantry 
and  courage.  Nevertheless,  in  the  case  of  the  unhappy 
man  who  died  this  morning,  we  had  piooft&sit'Bii'dh  a 
union  of  crimes  and  virtues  may  take  ptaceyaMjwe:iiftyie 
strong  reason  to  believe  that  in  you  also  we  Have  an 
^  Example  of  the  same.  Putting  aaide  what  we  oorselvea 
beheld,  we  have  this  moniing  examined  varioua-^wit)* 
nesses  whose  evidence  seems  eanclti«ffre  of  yt)ar  gniit 
Yet  still,  whatever  you  can  bring  forwaid  in>  your  awn 
defence  shaH  be  lietened  to  attentively,  and  bave  all  doe 
weight;  for,  God  knows,  we  wwdd  wSiVm^  b^ie^e 
you  innocent.  The  specific  charge  againtft  you  is, 
havrog  leagued  widi  the  Turks,  in  eonctn  with  Andfew 
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de  MeraS,  once  a.  knight  of  this  oid^,  md  hayiag  ttoai* 
nmiiicated  with  the  eneiiiy>  favoured  his  enteiprisesy  and 
finally  led  him  on  lo  the  attack  last  night,  hy  which 
Shodes  has  been  more  injured  and  her  ganison  more  - 
weakened  than  by  the  whole  of  the  previous  stege.  Tfat 
fiicts  already  proved  against  you  are,  that  you  were  the 
tsonstant  friend  and  companion  of  the  traitor  De  Merail 
-^that  you  visited  him  disguised  last  night  in  prisoa^ 
and 'in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  Turkish  ccbd* 
maiider.  Peri,  found  upon  bis  person,  that  you  concerted 
with  lum^  the  means  of  giving  up  the  city  to  the  Turks; 
By  withdrawkig  your  men  from  the  bastion  of  AuvergoA 
-*^thai  you  went  yourself  to  the  Turkish  camp;  and 
that,  in  the  eertaiBty  of  success,  yon  yoonell^  wtdi  the  - 
men  yon  had  brougitt  to  Rhodes,,  led  oa  ^e  infidel 
tioops  in  their  fatal  attack  of  the  very  post  to  Tidiieh 
yon  were  attached*  The  witnesses  are  the  page  of  the 
traitor  Andrew  de  Merail,  the  jailer  of  th^  tower  of  St. 
Nicolas,  two  soldiers  who  opened  for  you  the  saily«port 
of  the  post  of  Auvergne,  and  five  knights  of  8t«  John^ 
who  wi^  ourselves  witnessed  the  fact  of  your  leading 
on  the  janizaries  to  the  breach  last  nighf 

^  Good  faith,  Sir  Villiers  de  I'lsle  Adam,"  rej^ied  the 
young  soldier,  **were  the  matter  less  tiian  life  and 
death  it  would  make  me  smile  to  see  how  cunningly  a 
chain  of  evidence  may  be  woven  against  an  innocent 
man.  Frown  not,  su: !  I  charge  you  not  with  seeking 
the  deaUl  of  one  who  never  injured  yon.  i  believe  you 
to  be  a  good  knight  and  true  if  ever  was :  but  stili  I 
beg  you  to  remember  what  communication  I  ever  Md 
with  the  infidels  stnoe  first  Iset  my  foot  in  Rhode*. 
That  I  have  leagued  wilh  them  I  acknowiedge,  but  it 
was  as  the  tiger  leagues  with  the  wild  bull,  ftnr  mutual 
destruction.  That  I  have  communicated  with  them-^ 
true!  but  it  has  been  with  my  sword^ed^e  to  theh^ 
bvows  and  my  dagger  in  their  heaits*  They  are  my 
dear  companions  in  anns ! — are  they  not  ?  Have  yoit 
not,  all  of  you,  seen  us  mingle  our  hearts'  blood  togedier 
in  trench  and  in  the  breach,  and  holding  each  oraev  Uf 
onr  bosoms,  let  nodiing  part  us  but  (kath.  Fy,  fy ! 
6 
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^  knights  of  I^odes^  is  it  thns  ye  repay  ymir  scMtersf 
True,  gmnd  master,  I  did  visit  De  Merail  in  prisoB* 
•—true,  I  did  reaid  the  letter  from  tJie  fiacha  Peri«-*- 
true,  I  did  go  to  the  Torkish  camp,  but  with  no  fridndiy 
ment ;  and  before  I  set*  my  foot  beyond  the  wails  of 
Rhodes!  came  to  warn  you  of  your  dan'ger,  if  you 
wouM  be  WEmed,  but  you  refused  me  your  presences 
£ven  then  I  sent  one  of  my  followers  to  seek  youi  to 
watch  for  you,  and  ti>teli  you  to  guaid  the  bastion  >of» 
Auvergne,  for  there  would  be  lhe<true  «ttacki  Doiibt«< 
less  lie  did  his' duty,  and  why.  yon  repeat  not  now  dvat 
fiict  I  cannot  tell.  Last  nighty  however,  was  not  my 
nlf^t  to  watch  the  bastion  of  Auvergne,  therefore  I  took 
not  my  men  from  tlieir  duty  when  i  salHed  out  la  the 
Turkish  camp;  nor  did  I  go  tMtber  to  leagne  with 
enemies  of  die  faith,  blit  to  save  fnom  their  hapdb 
a  lady  and  my  love;  and  where  is  the  knight  .who 
dares  to  sa^  i  did  not  right.r . 

Bertrand  de  la  CrcHX  now  procieeded  to  give  an  eoDaeT 
detail  of  allthat  had  occurred  during  the  pt'eoeding; nighty 
and  it  was  evident  that  tl^  simple  truth  of  the  story 
had  some  effect.  His  manner  was  calm  and  dignided, 
akhaugh  thece  was  less  c^that  cold  haughUneas^init 
than  he  u»ially  displayed ;  but  still  the  brow  of  the 
grand  master  and  of  the  elder  knighta  retained  ^ir  stern 
aspect,  and  afler  a  brief  consultation  ViUiers  de  rjsle . 
Adam  rejpflied, — 

:  ^  Yeiur  story,  sir,  is  plausible ;  but  we  have  no  prpol^ 
6vea  though  Uie  deliverance  of  this  oaptiveJady  mighi 
Iftke  plaee  ahroagh  your  means,  that  youfdid  not.  betray 
tlie  city:  to  the  Turks  ^la  the  naeaas  of  gaining  her. 
Th»  fact  o(  your  having  sougbl  &r  me  may  have  taken 
]dace«^the  fact  of  your  having  sent  me  .  waxBin^ .  or 
message  never  did.  No  sueh  warning  re^iched  me. 
However,  fearlbl  of  doing  injustice,  though  resolved 
to  punieh  where  punishment  is  deserved,  we  give  you 
l;wo  houss  to  seek  through  the  whole  town  the  mes- 
80Bger  you  despatched;  choose  from  the  knights  of 
Sdt.  John  any  two  in  whom  you  Diay  place  confidenpe* 
and  on  tlieir  knighthood  let  them  use  every  means. 
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within  that  time  to'  prodiice  ^ny  ptoof  ^at  JNnt  ^en 
attempted  to.  warn  the  order  of  the  danger  yon  knew 
was  about  to  befall  it.  Make  your  selectioh,  and  €M 
speed  their  endeavours !"  > 

'*  You,  Sir  John  de  Real,  and  you,  Sir  Oliver  d« 
Braissac,*^  replied  the  prisoner,  addressing  tw6  of  <tlie 
knights  present,  "  if  in  your  good  courtesy  yoU  will  "m 
far  trouble  yourselves,  I  will  beg  you  to  seek  for^  000 
Peter  Dufarrcl;  first  let  him  be  inquired  for  among 
my  own  followers,"  arid  then  through  the  town.  Bring 
him  before  the  council — ^let  him  be  feirly  questioned 
what  were  his  lord's  last  commands  before  setting  forth 
on  his  expedition  last  night.  If  he  speak  not  as  I  have 
spoken,  strike  off  my  head  !'* 

The  knights  willingly  undertook  the  task;  Bertran^ 
was  removed,  and  the  bonds  taken  from  his  hands;  but 
moment  after  moment  passed  and  no  tidings  of  comfort 
or  consolation  reached  him.  An  hour  went  by  and 
then  another,  and  Bertrand  was  again  led  to  the  coim* 
cil-chamber  of  the  order ;  the  cloud  had  gathered  deeper 
than  before  on  the  brow  of  the  grand  master. 

"  The  knights  you  yourself  chose,"  he  said,  in  a  sIokp 
and  solemn  voice,  addressing  the  young  soldier,  '*  have 
searched  town  and  castle  in  vain  for  die  person  you 
have  named,  and  on  their  honour  they  cannSt  diseover 
him ;  the  council  have  heard  your  case  and  havil 
patiently  examined  it  all.  Traitors  must  noi  be  left 
unpunished,  and  it  is,  therefore,  my  painftil  diity  to 
doom  you  to  death.  Sir  Bertrand  de  la  Croix  J"  •        * 

"Holdr  exclaimed  the  young  soldier,  in  a' fiMil, 
deep,  powerful  voice,  in  the  clear  steady  tcme  of  whi^h 
no  note  of  fear  couM  be  heard.  «*  Hold,  Villicrs  dte 
lisle  Adam !  and  call  me  not  Bertrand  de  la  €¥6b^ 
Say,  rather,  Prancis,  Duke  of  Nivelle — ^yes,  8ir,-^yOut 
nephew,. and  the  chief  of  your  own  house!'  *Now  for- 
ward with  your  sentence — ^nqw  that  yon  knoW  dwrt  the 
innocent  blood  you  are  about  to  shed  is  kindred  toy  out 
own ;"  and  placing  his  hat  and  plume  upon  his  he«Ki  lite 
fixed  Jiis  pipud  dark  eye  fhH  upon  Ae  cqiinttenwifeeMrf 
the  grand  master. 
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A  conndaive  motioni  springing  from  the  agdByoflib 
heeit,  passed  twice  over  the  face  of  Yilliers  de  Flsle 
kdam ;  but  etUl  th^  struggle  to  do  his  duty  and  his 
high  sense  of  impartial  justice  wrought  powerfully 
against  Uie  bonds  of  kindred  and  affection.  His 
ekncbed  hand  wrung  the  arm  of  the  chair  in  which  he 
Mt,  his  features  became  drawn  and  haggard^  his  lip 
quivered,  his  eye  strained  upon  the  fine  noble  coun^* 
leaance  of  hb  nephew,  and  then,  after  several  attempts, 
lie  staggered  up  from  his  seat  and  strove  to  speak. 
Words  at  first  were  wanting,  but  at  length,  with  a  dread-* 
fid  effort,  he  repeated  twice,  "^  I  doom  you  to  death  f  t 
doom  you  to  death !'' 

"Not  so!  not  so!"  cried  several  of  the  knights 
{vesent.  "  Hold,  my  lord !  hold!"  But  at  that  moment 
die  door  of  the  hall  was  forced  open,  and  a  pale  ghastly 
nan,  covered  with  bloody  bandages,  rushed  into  the 
baU,  followed  by  several  surgeons  of  the  hospital,  who 
Btirove  in  vain  to  hold  him. 

"He  is  delirious,"  cried  a  surgeon;  "let  him  not 
near  the  grand  master ! — ^he  is  delirious  from  a  wound 
on  his  head,  and  raving  about  some  ring." 

But  the  wounded  man  strode  on,  noticing  no  one  in 
the  hall,  and  with  a  rapidity  that  permitted  no  inter- 
fiiption.  He  approached  the  grand  master,  cast  him-» 
aelf  at  his  feet,  and  holding  up  a  ring,  he  exclaimed| 
**  I  am  not  mad,  my  lord !  Last  night,  my  noble  master, 
the  Duke  of  Nivelle,  when  sallying  forth  against  the 
Turks,  bade  me  warn  you  to  look  to  the  bastion  of 
Afivergne*  If  he  returned  not  before  the  dawn  I  was 
to  gnre  you  this  ring,  and  tell  you  that  he  is  dead. 
Tou  stinok  me  Jast  night  and  called  me  coward  when 
I  oaoie  to  warn  you  as  my  lord  commanded.  Strike 
me  again  if  you  will — ^I  am  ready  to  die,  for  my  lord  19 
dead«  and  I  have,  done  his  bidding !" 

"  God  of  Heaven !"  cried  the  grand  master.  "  Pardon 
ine,  a  sinner !— my  rash  haste  has  caused  me  to  strike 
aa  innocent  man,  and  nearly  hurried  me  on  to  spill 
the  guiltless  blood  of  my  own  brother's  son.*^ 
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But- i^'  Urcnrds  now  remain  ^to  ^  8idd>  Md  ft^ 
explanations  t^  be  given.  The  faldifot-'foUeMrer  to 
whon^^the  I>nke  of  Nivelle  had  intrasted  his  inessage 
to  the*  grand  master,  aAier  hatingf  been  driven,  as  We 
have  seen,  baek  to  the  ramparts,  mingled  in  the  thicket 
of'thei%h^  in  Older  to  diame  the  nameof  eoward,  with 
whieh  he  hiB,d  been  branded.  He  'soon  Ml  ifn4er 
several  wounds,  and  Was  carried' tt>  die  hbbpitM  of  ihe 
order,  where  he  raved*  wfldly  during  the  night  of  the 
grand  master' and  the  Di^dce  of  Nivelle,  a  name  unksowti 
m  thef  town  of  Rhodes^  'In  the  morning  he  asked 
wUdly  if  die  dii^e  had  returned,  and  the  siirgeiMto 
£3ncy\ng  him  delirious,  replied  in  the  ne^ive.  fits 
thieti  strove  to  risie,  but  was  prelrented-for  some  Aours, 
at  the  end  ef  which,  however,  he*  watched  his  opportu- 
nity-,  forced  his  way-ont^  and  reached  the  presenoe  of 
the  grand  master  as  detailed  above. 

Tlie  innocence  of  the  young  Duke  of  NiveBe  was  now 
fully  established,  kr6  he  easily  explaihed  to  his  unele 
the  cirCnmstances  whieh  had  led  to  the  cold  res^nte 
and  concealment  he  had  adopted.  Having  met  -Md 
loved  Isabel  de  Merail  In  Spain,  he  had  determined  to 
wm  hfer  by  high  deeds  in  Ihvour  of  that  ordfer  to  w^te^ 
htr  Mh^  had  devoted-  himself.  Bnf  his  own  uftcle, 
the  gnmd  Tna0ti9r,:ha*in^*  refused  th%  allianee- when 
pressed  hi  former  days,  the  young  lover  was  afraid  thsit 
his  scHeme  would  meet  opposition  and  obstruction  if  h^ 
Made  iHlbself  known  to  his  i^elation,  from  whos^  memoff 
fifteen  years  had  obliterated  all  traces  of  hi*  person. 
L(^t  aiiy  casual  entumstance  should  betray  hi^  eecM 
kds6,  he  imposed  upon  iumself  a  stem  system  of  reserv^i;, 
which  he  only  broke  through  towardis  the  fkthei'  of  heir 
he  loved  ]  nor  did  he  reved  himself  to  him  till  he  had 
W6n  his' regard.  D^  Merail,  wlio"  had  aWead)'  bound 
himself  to  the  Tutks*  gladly  seized  a  frcteh  means  of 
jyuoishmg,  as  he  thoiight,  the  rival  who  had 'borne  away 
the t highest  dignity  of  the  order  frbm'  ilie  hand  m 
Stretched  to  grnsp  it>  arid  willingly  promhied  his  daagln«r 
/to  tbe  Duke  of  Nivefiei,  (hoUgh  he  hcid  at  ond  time 


y  Google 


ibclmned  that  fire  mid  «niier  «ho«ild  aft  00011  fttite  at  his 
raee  with  that  of  Villiers  de  Tlsle  Adam. 

Wh^a  many  loiitual  ^xplaaatioiM  had  been  giveif 
i»etveen  the  graad  mafltei  and  hia  nephew,  the  mind  of 
the  faikat  knight  <^  Rhodes  reverted  to  all  the  splendid 
■deeds  he  had  semi  the  young  soldier  perform  in  defenee 
of  the  order,  and  elasping  him  to  his  bosom,  he  ex- 
da^iied,  ^How— ^how  could  I  ever  think  you  guilty  T 
But  tell  me,  teil  me,  Nivelle — hr  it  weighs  U^e  a  load 
upon  my  heart,  that  die  same  fatal  errors  winch  had 
nearly  led  to  your  deadi  may  have  brought  that  wretched 
«Baa  De  Mei^  to  the  block  withoot  canoe ;  tell  mo^ 
was  his  seatenee  just  T* 

'  ^*Be  your  heart  at  rest,^  replied  the  didce,  ^'Qe 
well  deserved  his  fate :  but  if  I  have  served  the  order 
of  Bhodes — if  I  have  shed  ray  Mood  in  its  defencf^ 
never  let  the  manner  of  his  desUh  reach  his  daughter's 
<Muns,  h0t  it  be  buried  in  silence  and  hid  in  the  boftom 
of  the  Older,  for  I  would  not  for  a  world  that  my  bnde^ 
4dieek  should  bum  with  die  knowledge  that  her  fothar 
W4S  a  traiton" 

Nor  did  ,she  ever  know  it.  NifceUe  soon  cliausq^  her 
again  to  his  bosom,  and  did  away  all  her  feara  for  Ins 
own  safety.  He  had  still,  however,  the  hard  task  of 
JmBakiag  to  her  the  loss  of  her  parent,  although  his 
-demotion  to  the  order  o(  St.  John  haud  long  deprived  her 
4if  hia  immediate  care  and  near  affection.  To  her 
dyiog-^day  she  believed  that  he  had  fallen  gallantly  ia 
the  defence  of  lUiodes,  and  in  after-years  when  that 
islaad  was  meiMioned,  though  she  thought  of  it  with  1^ 
siglvthejce  mingkd  with  her  sorrow  a  tondi  of  that 
|Mnde  with  which  the  knights  themselves  remembered 
&eir  long,  glorious  resistance. 
.  ^  all  men  know,  Rhodes  at  length  fell,  but  it  was 
Yiot  till. her  bulwaarks  were  levelled  with  the  ground 
and  her  defenders  reduced  to  less  than  a  hundredth  pait 
4^  die  force  that  assailed  them.  Even  then  a  ppmi 
•oapitttlation  gave  glmy  both  to  the  living  and  the  dea<U 
ana  sailing  awaf  from  the  island  for  which  they  had 
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•o  nobly  fought,  the  grand  master  and  his  knights 
anchored  at  Setia,  in  the  island  of  Gandia,  where  Isabel 
de  Merail  gave  her  hand  to  him  who  had  so  long  pos- 
sessed her  heart.  The  morning  of  their  affection  broke 
in  storms  and  tempests,  but  now,  when  once  the  clouds 
had  passed  away,  the  hours  sped  on  in  sunshine  and 
tranquillity,  and  a  bri^t  calm  evening  closed  the  long 
Bummer-^ay  <if  their  existence. 
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HADDAD*BEN-AHAB; 

OR, 

THE  TRAVELLER- 
A  TALB    OF   STAMBOUL. 


BY  JOHN  GALT. 


**  GfanwrcTt  Sir  TreyeUer,  it  marvels  me  bow  yon  can  earry  between  one 
pair  of  staonlders  the  weigbt  of  yonr  beaTj  wisdom.  Alaek,  now  I-^wouM 
yo«  bat  diseourse  me  of  ibe  wonders  yea  saw  ayont  tbe  antij^odes ! 

**  Peace,  ignoranimous !— ^is  too  good  tbr  thy  ass's  ears  to  listen  to.  Tito 
wmA4  shall  get  ic,  oaztoniaed  in  a  gfeat  book.** 

Tke  JYaueUtr  and  tU  SianpUtoiu 

Haddad-Ben-Ahab  was  a  very  wise  man,  and  he 
liad  neveral  friends  men  of  diseernment,  and  partakers 
of  the  wisdom  of  ages ;  but  they  were  not  all  so  wise 
as  Haddad-Ben-Ahab.  His  sentences  were  short,  but 
his  knowledge  was  long,  and  what  he  predicted  gene- 
rally came  to  pass,  for  he  did  not  pretend  to  the  gift  of 
prophecy.  The  utmost  he  ever  said  in  that  way  was, 
that  he  expected  the  sun  to  rise  to-morrow,  and  that 
old  age  was  the  shadow  of  youth. 

Besides  being  of  a  grave  temperament,  Haddad- 
Ben-Ahab  was  inclined  to  obesity ;  he  was  kindly  and 
.£ood-natured  to  the  whole  human  race ;  he  even  carried 
ms  benerolence  to  the  inferior  creation,  and  ollen  patted 
Ills  dogs  on  the  head  and  gave  them  bones ;  but  cats 
he  eould  not  abide.  Had  he  been  a  rat  he  could  not 
have  regarded  them  with  more  antipathy;  and  yet 
Haddad-Ben-Ahab  was  ^excellent  man,  who  smoked 
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his  chibouque  with  occasional  cups  of  coffee  and  sherbet, 
interspersed  with  profound  aphorisms  on  the  condition 
of  man,  and  conjectures  on  the  delights  of  paradise. 

With  his  friends  he  passed  many  sunbright  hours ; 
and  if  much  talk  was  not  heard  among  them  on  these 
occasions^  be  it  remembered  that  silence  is  often 
wisdom.  '-  The  s^en^  of  tlxeir  social  reaoift  wis  a  little 
kiosk  in  front  of  one  of  the  coffee-houses  on  the  bank 
of  the  Tigris.  No  place  in  all  Bagdad  is  so  pleasantly 
situated.  There  the  mighty  river  rolls  in  all  the  afflu- 
ence of  his  waters,  pure  as  the  unelouded  sky,  and 
speckled  with  innumerable  boats,  while  the  rippling 
waves,  tickled,  as  it  were,  by  the  summer  breezes, 
gambol  and  sparkle  around. 

The  kiosk  was  raised  two  steps  from  the  ground ; 
the  interior  was  pamted  with  air  the  most  splendid 
colours.  The  roof  was  covered  withliles  that  glittered 
like  the  skin  of  the  Arabian  ser{tent,  and  was  sur- 
mounted with  a  green  dragon,  which  was  painted  of  that 
imperial  hue,  because  Haddad-Ben-Ahab  was  descended 
from  the  sacred  progeny  of  Fatima,  of  whom  green  is 
the  everlasthig  badge,  as  it  is  of  nature.  Time  cannot  * 
change  it,  nor  can  it  be  impaired  by  the  decrees  of 
tyranny  or  of  justice. 

One  beautiful  day  Haddad-Ben-Ahab  and  his  friends 
had- met  in  this  kiosk  of  dreams,  and  were  socially 
enjoying  the  fragrant  smoke  of  their  pipes,  and  listeniUjg 
to  the  refreshing  undulations  of  the  river,  as  the  boats 
softty  glided  along — for  the  waters  lay  in  glossy  still- 
ness— the  winds  were  asleep — even  the  sunbeams 
seemed  to  rest  m  a  slumber  on  all  things.  The  smoke 
stood  on  the  chimney-tops  as  if  a  tall  visionary  tree 
grew  out  of  each ;  and  the  many-coloured  cloths  in  the 
yard  of  Orooblis,  the  Armenian  dier,  hung  unmolested 
by  a  breath.  Orooblis  himself  was  the  Dnljr  thing,  in 
that  soft  and  bright  noon,  which  appeared  on  the  land 
to  be  animated  with  any  purpose. 

Orooblis  was  preparing  a  boat  to  descend  the  Tigris, 
and  his  servants  were  loading  it  with  bales  of  apparel 
and  baskets  of  provisions,  while  he  himself  was  in  a 
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great  bustle,  going  often  between  his  dwelling-iieyse 
and  the  boat,  talking  loud  and  giving  orders,  and  evef. 
and  anon  wiping  his  forehead,  for  he  was  a  man  that 
delighted  in  having  an  ado. 

Huddad-Ben-Ahab  seeing  Orooblis  so  active,  looked 
at  him  for  some  time ;  and  it  so  happened  that  /adl  the 
friends  at  the  same  moment  took  their  amber-headed 
pipes  from  their  lips,  and  said — 

**•  Where  can  Orooblis,  4he  Armenian  dier,  be  going  T 

Saeh  a.  simultaneous  interjection>  naturally  surprised 
thera  all,  and  Haddad-Ben-Ahab  added — 

"  I  should  like  to  go  with  him,  and  see  strange  things, 
for  i  have  never  been  out  t>f  the  city  of  Bagdad,  save 
OBce  to  piuek  pomegranates  in  the  gajrden  of  Beya*; 
Addy-Boolk.**  And  he  then  rose  and  went  to  the  boait 
whicii  Oiooblis  was  loading,  and  spoke  to  him ;  and 
when  it  was  ready  they  seated  themselves  on  boaid 
and  safled  down  the  Tigris,  having  much  pleasant  dis- 
course concerning  distant  lands  and  hills  whose  tops 
pierced  the  clouds,  and  were  supposed  to  be  the  pillars 
that  upheld  the  crystal  dome  of  the  heavens. 

Haddad-Ben-Ahab  rejoiced  greatly  as  they  sailed 
along,  and  at  last  they  came  to  a  little  town,  where 
Orooblis,  having  business  in  die-stuffs  to  transact,  went 
on  shore,  leaving  his  friend.  But  in  what  comer  of  Jthe 
earth  this  little  town  stood  Haddad-lBen-Ahab  knew  not;' 
for,  like  other  travellers,  he  was  not  provided  with  much 
geographical  knowledge. 

But  soon  after  the  departure  of  Orooblis  he  thought 
he  would  also  land  and  inquire.  Accordingly,  taking 
his  pipe  in  his  hand,  he  stepped  out  of  the  boat  and 
w&at  .about*  the  town,  looking  at  many  things,  till  he 
came  to  a  wharf  where  a  large  ship  was  taking  merchant 
dise  on  board ;  and  her  sailors  were  men  of  a  different 
oomplezioR  from  that  of  the  watermen  who  plied  on  the 
Tigris  at  Bagdad. 

Haddad-Ben-Ahab  looked  at  them^  and  as  he  was 
standing  near  to  where  they  were  at  work,  he  thought  that 
this  ship  afforded  a  better  opportunity  than  he  had  enjoyed 
with  Orooblis  to  see  foreign  C'Ountries.  He  accord* 
ingly  went  up  to  the  captain  and  held  out  a  handlul  of 
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mottey,  and  indicited  that  he  was  desiroaa  to  aail  awtf 
with  the  ship. 

When  the  captain  saw  the  gold  he  was  nigfatily 
civil,  and  spoke  to  Haddad-Ben«Ahab  with  a  lotud 
voiee,  pertiaps  thinking  to  tnalce  him  hear  was  the  way 
to  mika  him  understand.  But  Haddad-Ben-Ahab  only 
held  up  the  forefinger  of  his  right  hand  and  shook  h  to 
and  fro.  In  the  end,  however,  he  was  taken  on  board 
the  ship,  and'  no  sooner  was  be  there  than  he  sat  down 
on  a  so^  and  drawing  his  legs  up  under  htm  ktadted 
his  pipe  and  began  to  smoke,  much  at  his  ease,  making, 
fbservations  with  his  eyes  as  he  did  so. ' 

The  fim  observation  Hsddad-Ben^Ahabmade  wasf 
thai  ^e  sofa  on  whidi  he  had  taken  his  plaee  was  nol' 
ai  all  like  the  sofas  of  Bagdad,  and  therefore  when  he 
returned  he  would  show  that  he  had  not  travelled  with-* 
o«t  proit  by  having  one  made  exactly  simttar  for  his 
best  chamber,  with  hens  and  ducks  under  it,  pleasantly 
feeding  and^  joyously  kaekliag  and  quacking.  And  ha 
sdso  obsjgrved  a  remarkable  sagact^  in  the  ducks,  for 
when  they  saw  he  wss  a  sttanger,  they  turned  up  the 
sides  of  their  heads  and  eyed  him  in  a  most  curious 
and  inquisitive  manner*— rery  different,  indeed,  to  tiie 
dndcs  of  Bagdad. 

When  the  ship  had  taken  on  board  her  cargo,  she 
spread  her  sails,  and  Haddad-Ben-Ahab  felt  himself  in 
a  new  situation ;  ftn:  presently  she  began  to  lie  over« 
and  to  plunge  and  revel  among  the  waves  liiLe  a  glad 
ck'eature.  But  Haddad-Ben-Ahab  became  very  sick, 
and  the  captaki  showed  him  the  way  down  into  the 
i^ide  of  the  vessel,  where  he  went  tiMo  a  dark  bed,  and 
was  charitably  tended  by  ^ne  of  the  sailors  for  many 
daysk 

After  a  season  diere  was  much  shouting  on  the  deck 
of  the  ship,  and  Haddad-Ben-Ahab  crawled  out  of  his 
bed,  and  went  to  the  sofa,  and  saw  that  the  ship  was 
near  the  end  of  her  voyage.  ' 

When  she  had  come  to  a  bank  where  those  on  board 
could  step  outy  Haddad-Ben-Ahab  did  so ;  aiid  after  her 
had  seen  ail  the  strange  things  which  were  in  the  town 
^^ere  he  thus  landed,  he  went  into  a  baker's  shop-^ 
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for  tbef  eat  bread  in  thai  tefwn  a«  they  io  id  Bc^ad-^ 
and  bought  a  loaf,  which  haying  eaien»  he  quenched  his 
thirst  at  a  ibuntaln  hard  by,  io  his .  Winary  maiiiief  of 
drinking,  at  whieh  he  wondered  exceedingly. 

AVhea  he  had  solaced  himself  with  all  the  wonders 
of  tha;t  foreign  eity,  he*  uTent  to  a  fakier;  who  waa  hold« 
ing  two  horses  ready  saddled ;  beautiful  they  were,  and, 
as  the  fakier  signified  by  signs;  their  hoofs  were  so  leeft 
that  they  left  the  wind  ^hiad  them.  Haddad-Be»- 
Ahab.  tlien  showed  the  fakier  his  gold,  and  mounted  one 
of  &e  horses,  pointing  with  the  shaft  of  his  pipe  to  tho 
fakier  to  mount  the  otli^r ;  and  then  they  both  yode  away 
into  the  country,,  and  they  found  that  the  wind  blew  in 
their  faces*  i     .  • 

At  last  they  came  to  a  caravansaryt  where  the  fakier 
boHght  a  cooked  hen  e^nd  two  onions,  of  which  they 
both  partook,  and  stretching  themselves  before  the  fire 
which  they  had  lighted  in^fieir  chamber,  they  fell  asleep, 
and  slept  until  the  dawn  of  day,  when  they,  resumed 
their  journey  into  remoter  parts  and  nearer  tp  the  wall 
of  the  wo^d,  which  Haddadi-Ben-Ahab  conjectured  they 
must  soop  reach.  They  had  not,  however,  journeyed 
many  days  in  the  usual  manner  when  they  came. to 
the  banks  of  a  large  riyer,  and  the  fakier  wpuld  go  no 
farther  wath  his  swift  horses.  Haddad-Ben<Ah^  was 
b^  consequence  constrained  to  pay  and  part  from  him,  and 
to  embark  in  a  ferry-boat  to  convey  him  over  the  stream, 
where  he  found  a  strange  vehicle  with  four  horses 
siandiog  ready  to  cany  hin^  on  towards  the  wall  of  the 
world, ''  which  surely,**  said  be  to  himself,  ^*  0U£^ht  qo( 
to  be  now,  far  off." 

Haddad-Ben-Ahab  showed  hie  gold  again,  and  was 
permitted,  to  take  a  seat  in  the  vehicle,  which  soon  after 
drove  away ;  and  he  remarked  in  a  most  sa^^acious 
mannerv  that  nothing  in  that  country  was  like  the  things 
in  his  own ;  imc  the  houses  and  trees,  and  all  things  ran 
away  as  the  vehicle  came  up  to  them ;  and  when  it  gave 
a  jostle,  they  gave  a  jump ;  which  he  noted  as  one  of 
the  most  ^t^raordinary  ttpong^  he  ha4  ai^en.  mp^e  be  left 
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At  h»t,'Haddad-Beii«Ahab  came  to  the  foot  of  a  loftf 
green  mountain,  with  groves  and  jocund  villages,  which 
studded  it,'  as  it  were,  with  gems  and  shining  ornaments; 
and  he  said,  **This  must  be  the  wall  of  the^<»>ld,  for 
surely  nothing  can  exist  on  the  other  side  of  these  hills ! 
but  I  will  ^seend  them  and  look  over,  for  I  should  like 
te  tell  my  friends  in  Bagdad  what  is  to  be  seen  oii  the 
outside  of  the  earth.'*  Accordingly  he  ascended  the 
green  mountain,  and  he  came  to  a  thick  forest  of  stubby 
trees:  "This  is  surprising,'*  said  Haddad-Ben-Ahab, 
'•  but  higher  I  will  yet  go."  And  he  passed  through  that 
forest  of  trees  and  came  to  k  steep  moorland  part  of  the 
hill,  where  no  living  thing  could  be  iseen,  but  a  solitude 
without  limit,  and  the  living  world  all  glittering  at  the 
fbot  of  the  mountain. 

**  This  is  a  high  place,**  said  Haddad-Ben-Ahab,  "  bm 
I  will  yet  go  higher,"  and  he  began  to  climb  with  his 
hands*  After  an  upward  journey  of  great  toil  he  came 
to  a  frozen  region,  And  the  lop  of  the  wall  of  the  world 
was  still  far  above  him.  He  was,  however,  none 
daunted  by  the  distance,  but  boldly  held  on  in  the 
ascent,  and  at  last  he  reached  the  top  of  the  wall.  But 
when  he  got  there,  instead  of  a  region  of  fog  and  chaos, 
he  only  beheld  another  world  much  like  our  own,  and 
he  was  greatly  amazed,  and  exclaimed  with  a  loud 
voice—**  Will  my  friends  in  Bagdad  believe  this  ? — ^but 
it  is  true,  and  I  will  so  tell  them."  So  he  hastened 
down  the  mountain,  and  went  with  all  the  speed  he 
could  back  to  Bagdad ;-  saying,  **  Bagdad,"  and  giving 
gold  to  every  man  he  met,  until  he  reached  the  kiosk 
of  dreams,  where  his  friends  were  smoking  and  looking 
at  the  gambols  of  the  Tigris. 

When  the  friends  of  Haddad-Ben-Ahab  saw  him  ap- 
proach, they  respectively  took  their  pipes  from  their 
mouths  and  held  them  in  their  left  hands,  while  they 
-pressed  their  bosoms  with  their  right,  and  received  him 
with  a  solemn  salaam,  for  he  had  been  long  absent,  and 
all  they  in  the  mean  time  had  heard  concerning  him  was 
only  what  Orooblis,  the  Armenian  dier,  on  his  return 
told  them :  namely,  that  he  was  gone  to  the  wall  of  the 
world,  which  limits  the  travels  of  man.     f^o  wonder 
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then  that  they  rejoiced  with  an  exceeding  gladness  to 
see  him  return  and  take  his  place  in  the  kiosk  among 
them,  as  if  he  had  never  been  a  day's  journey  away 
from  Bagdad. 

They  then  questioned  him  about  his  adventures,  and 
he  faithfully  related  to  them  all  the  wonders  which  have 
been  set  forth  in  our  account  of  the  journey ;  upon  which 
they  declared  he  had  made  himself  one  of  the  sagr.s  of 
the  earth. 

Aflerward  they  each  made  a  feast,  to  which  they 
invited  all  the  philosophers  in  Bagdad,  and  Haddad- 
Ben-Ahab  was  placed  in  the  seat  of  honour,  and  being 
courteously  solicited,  told  them  of  his  travels,  and  every 
one  cried  aloud,  ^^Grod  is  great,  and  Mahcmet  is  his 
prophet  1" 

When  they  had  in  this  manner  banqueted,  Haddad- 
Ben-Ahab  fell  sick,  and  there  was  a  great  talk  concern- 
ing the  same.  Some  said  he  was  very  ill;  others 
shook  their  heads  and  spoke  not ;  but  the  world  is  full 
of  envy  and  hard-heartedness,  and  those  who  were 
spiteful  because  of  the  renown  which  Haddad-Ben- 
Ahab,  as  a  traveller  who  had  visited  the  top  of  the  wall 
of  the  world  with  so  much  courage,  had  acquired,  jeered 
at  his  malady,  saying  he  had  been  only  feasted  over- 
much. Nevertheless  Haddad-Ben  Ahab  died ;  and  never 
was  such  a  funeral  seen  in  all  Bagdad,  save  that  of  the 
caliph  Mahoud,  commonly  called  the  Magnificent. 
Such  was  the  admiration  in  which  the  memory  of  the 
traveller  was  held,  the  poets-  made  dirges  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  mournful  songs  were  heard  in  the  twilight 
from  the  windows  of  every  harem.  Nor  did  the  gene- 
ration of  the  time  content  itself  with  the  ceremonies  of 
lamentation:  they  caused  a  fountain  to  be  erected, 
which  they  named  the  Fountain  of  Haddad-Ben-Ahab, 
the  traveller ;  and  when  the  slaves  go  to  fetch  water, 
they  speak  of  the  wonderful  things  he  did,  and  how  he 
was  on  the  top  of  the  wall  of  the  world,  and  saw  the 
outside  of  the  earth ;  so  that  his  memory  lives  for  ever 
among  them,  as  one  of  the  greatest,  the  wisest,  and  the 
bravest  of  men. 
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BY  TYRONE  POWER.* 


CHAPTER  I. 

The  hot  south-east  wind  had  prevailed  all  day,  and 
cast  gloom  and  languor  over  the  lovely  vallev  of  Sal- 
mona — a  spot  worthy  of  having  given  birtli  to  Uie 
amiable  Naso ;  that  immortal  poet,  whose  glowing 
imagination  has  so  truly  painted  those  '*  charming 
agonies  of  love,  whose  misery  deUghts." 

It  was  near  to  that  spot  still  known  to  the  peasantry 
as  La  Bottegck  cTOvidio^  that  the  young  Donna  Con- 
stanza  stayed  her  eager  palfrey  to  let  him  drink  of  the 
limpid  stream  of  Gli  Fonte  d'Amore.  Notwithstanding 
the  sickening  oppression  of  the  malaria,  how  fast  per- 
vading the  heated  breeze,  the  flush  of  hope  and  happi- 
ness sat  uppn  the  maiden's  brow,  and  the  smile  of 
youthful  joy  played  around  her  pouting  lips.  While 
her  horse  sucked  up  the  cooling  draught,  a  voice  from 
beneath  called  out  in  low  but  musical  tones,  ^*  GentiF 
Donna,"  two  several  times  before  she  could  recognise 
whence  it  proceeded. 

"  Gentil'  Donna,"  said  the  voice,  a  third  time,  **  fling 
a  ducat  on  the  margin  of  Gli  FotUe  cTAmore^  and  TU 
read  you  your  fortune." 

The  lady  now  discerned  the  speaker  where  he  lay 
stretched  at  iiill  length  beneath  the  thick  olive  that 
shaded  one  side  of  the  spring. 

•  Author  of  «  Tne  Lost  Heir,'*  "  The  Ktog'a  Swret,*  «  Married  Lovers,"  &c 


y  Google 


78  titE  ctird-^oojfe. 

**  This  IS  no  hour  to  have  fortune  read,"  replied  the 
donna ;  "  hut  here's  a  gold  zechino  for  thy  good  wfehes^ 
for  truly  never  did  I  need  fortune  more.  Here,  An<> 
dreas,  rein  up  thy  steed,  and  bear  the  coin  to  him." 

^  Touch  it  not,  Messer  Andreas,"  sharply  cried  the 
first  speaker,  addressing  the  waiting  servitor;  ^''twill 
blkter  ^y  fingera  etse.*^ 

/     Andreas  instinctively  started  from  the  proffered  gold : 
'  the  speaker  laughed,  and  in  a  softened  tone  con- 
tinued : — 

'*  Fling  it  thou  upon  the  flowery  turf^  made  ever  vet* 
dant  by  the  waters  of  Gli  Fonte  d'Amore:  fling  it  freely 
down,  and  thy  love^  la^y^. shall, never  know  ctoss 
again^" 

A  deep  su^usion  passed  over  the  cheek  of  Con- 
BtSmafai         '  ,        ' 

"The  baron  id  in  sight,  doima)"  announced  Andreas. 

•*  Then  let  us  ride  on,"  she  replied,  as,  with  a  look 
that  seemed  to  say,  I  would  hear  more  if  occasion 
suited,  she  fludig  the  coin  towards  the  prophet;  and, 
giving  her  spirited  palfrey  the  rein,  she  galloped  lightly 
on  towards  the  castello, 

**YoUt  fortune  is  read,  mo/^o  heato,  and  may  youf 
fetal"  neve^  shine  less  brightly  than  at  this  hour,"  cried 
the  man,  springing  up,  and  displaying  the  well-known 
equipment  of  the  Zingaro—rone  of  a  race,  half-bandit, 
half-gipsy,  who  were,  at  this  period,  thickly  located 
al)but  the  wild  mountaiurtrack  lying  between  Isemia 
and  Popoli,  and  extending  from  the ,  lake  of  Celano^ 
across  the  Maronne  and  Matesse.  In  his  hand  he  bore 
a  staff  full  nine  feet  long, — ^this  was  his  only  apparent 
weapon ;  from  his  neck  hung  a  rudely-formed  guitar,  a 
long  hair-net  constrained  his  luxuriant  black  locks,  and 
a  large  leafed  hat  lay  back  upon  his  shoulders,  sus- 
tained by  a  narrow  leather  stxap  passed  across,  hiar 
forehead.  His  nether  man  was  clad  in  loose  breecl^es 
of  dark-yellpw  cbttpn,  drawi^  tight  below  the  knpe;  a 
greave-shaped  leathern  gaiter  covered  his.  leg  nearjy  tp 
3ie  ankle,  where  it  was  met  by  the  kcing  of  the  rudSe 
sandal)  vhich^b^ely  |>iptecJted  t^^e  sple  of  t)x^  fopt.    A 
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nhoti  closelj'^ted  jerkin  of  deer-skin,  and  a  very  Iiffg!» 
eapa  of  coarse  biack  clotli,  completed  the  wardrod>e  of 
&e  very  picturesqne-looidng  youth,  Mrfao»  leaning  oi» 
his  staff,  watched  the  receding  figure  of  the  heaiitifuli 
ConstaBza.  There  was  a  yellowish  tinl  in  hia  eem- 
plexion  which  would  ha^e  given  a  sickly  character  tot 
the  countenance,  but  that  it  was  more  than  oountfaraeted 
by  the  lustrous  brightness  of  his  large  black  eyes,  ihe 
redness,  of  his  lips,  and  a  set  of  tecA,  which,  from  theiv 
strength  and  whiteness,  seemed  formed  for  eteroity.  !» 
figure  he  was  about  the  middle  heigiht ;  his  timba  light 
and  long,  denoting  both  strength  and  elasticity. 

As  the  cortege  of  the,  hwson  drew  near,  the  youth 
thus  minutely  described  moved  round  the  spring,  Siod 
having  picked  from  the  turf  the  piece  of  goid^  rapidly 
darted  away ;  and  by  the  aid  of  hi»  pole  readily  clear- 
ing the  many  streams  which  ioteraected  the  meadow* 
made  for  the  olive-grove,  which,  covered  one  side  of  the 
steep  hill  leading  to  the  caatello. 

This  was  the  day  of  the  festival  of  the  patron-saint 
of  the  monastery  of  thi^  Annunziata^  and  in  despite  of 
the  sirocco,  the  Baron  de  Mirialva  had  attended  the 
ceremony  in  company  with  hia  niece.  They  had  left 
the  castle  at  daybreak,  and  were  now  returning  from 
the  monastery  accompanied  by  some  of  tl\^  neighbour- 
ing nobility.  It  was  on  this  day,  in  the  church  of  the 
Amiunziata,  Constanta  had  recovered  the  snule»  stolen 
^m  her  brow,  ever  since  the  hour  her  uncle  first 
announced  the  feud  which  separated  her  from  Luigi 
Conradini,  her  long<-af!ianced  and  heart-chosen,  lord. 
It  was  from  the  hand  of  a  mendicant  palmer  to  n^hom 
she  tended  alms>  in  the  gloomy  aisles  of  the  church, 
she  reoeivod  the  electric  touch  which  imparted  new  life 
to  her  hearts  It  was  from  beneath  that  pilgrim's  hood 
the  glances  shot  which  had  kindled  anew  the  fire  of 
joy  in  her  eyes ;  and  it  was  to  read  the  letter  of  love, 
hidden  next  her  beating  heart,  whose  lines,  indeed, 
were,'  to .  decide  her  fate,  that  she  now  spurred  homer 
ifard  so  freely,  heedless  of  the  heat  of  sun  or  air*      , 

The  same  day  w^a  far  advamced,  whc^  the  gip^y 
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Stood  close  before  the  noble  gate  of  the  Castell  de 
Mimlva,  and  while  tuning  his  gaitar,  the  wanderer's 
constant  recommendation,  disturbed  the  rest  of  the 
pampered  porter  who  sat  within  its  shade. 

^  Peace,  and  quit  thy  thrumming)  rogue ;  thou  can- 
not eltpect  to  steal  aught  here,**  growled  the  unmusical 
servitor ;  •*  what  wouldst  thou  f 

^  Something  to  eat,  and  scNoaewhere  to  shelter  me 
within  these  ample  walls,"  replied  the  youth,  sadly; 
**  see  you  the  threatening  storm  ?" 

^  Diavolo,  Zingaro !"  rejoined  the  porter,  «<  thou  must 
have  profited  liule  by  thy  bringmg  up^  if  a  coming 
Storm  or  a  nigtit's  lying  in  the  air,  with  a  gray  stone  ptUow 
and  a  sky-coloured  coverlid,  can  give  thee  much  care.** 

*'  But,  charity,  good  Signer  Castellan !" 

**  Ay^  ay,  I  am  charitable  to  the  real  necessitoso^ 
even  to  overflowing,  and  give  abundantly  to  the  worthy 
fethers  of  San  Dominico.  The  convent  of  Monte 
Garigliano  is  hardly  a  league  lower  down  ,*  and  if  thou 
usest  lightly  those  long  legs  of  thine  thou  mayst  yet 
cross  the  torrent  before  the  mountam-waters  find  their 
Way  there.  The  holy  fathers  are  excellent  judges  of 
the  proper  objects  of  compassion ;  go,  tinkle  thy  guitar 
at  their  gate,  and  see  if  thy  Zingaro  ditties  may  win 
thee  straw  and  a  supper.  Ho,  ho !— Pah !  that  puff 
of  malaria  was  the  very  breath  of  Satan;  the  true 
blast  of  the  sirocco — away,  rogue !  Off  from  the  portal, 
and  let  me  close  out  thy  ill-breathing,  and  thy  master; 
the  Devil's,  together — ^it  will  not  harm  thee,  'tis  thy 
native  air ;  so  good  night,  poveretto." 

"  The  malaria  be  your  only  ^breathing,  son  of  a  ban- 
dog, until  your  bloated  form  be  as  black  and  as  foul  as 
the  heart  within  it !"  muttered  the  repulsed  suppliant, 
as  he  turned  from  the  closely-barred  portal  of  the  cas- 
tello,  and  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  mighty  masses  of 
cloud  now  fast  descending  on  every  side,  obscuring  the 
close  of  day  and  creating  a  premature  night,  by  colour- 
Sng  every  object  with  their  sickly  safi^on  hue,  only  con- 
trasted by  the  fiery  glare  of  the  vivid  lightning,  shot  at 
intervals  from  their  laden  bosoms. 
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A  few  heavy  raundrops,  splashing  upon  the  hard  and 
thirsty  soil,  gave  note  of  the  coming  storm,  and  prom- 
ised a  speedy  termination  to  the  sirocco  tliat  had  blown 
all  day.  Though  it  was  late,  the  birds,  by  a  sudden 
quick  and  lively  note,  seemed  to  oflfer  up  thanks  to  the 
God  of  Nature  for  the  relief  about  Co  be  afforded  them* 
The  leaves  of  the  olive,  too,  emitted  a  gentle  rustling 
sound,  as  if  eager  to  court  the  coming  gale,  that  with 
cool  breath  began  already  to  puff  back  the  baleful  blastt 
under  whose  withering  influence  all  b^ieath  the  sky 
had  seemed  to  droop  and  sicken. 

**  *TwUl  be  a  heavy  fail,  and  soon  too,**  mutteiBd  tfatf 
gipsy,  as,  afler  a  moment's  observation  of  the  heaveni^^ 
he  leaned  upon  his  staff,  and  glanced  about  him ;  ^  and 
not  a  chance  of  shelter,  except  I  crawl  like  a  hound 
under  some  projection  of  these  walls,  upon  which  my 
eurse  should  lif^t,  but  that  I  watched  tl^  fair  form  of 
her  who  flung  me  this  zechino,  gallop  lightly  beneath 
them.  Gold,  humph!  if  I  were  in  a  city  now  this 
would  win  me  supper  and  shelter  from  Christian  ot 
pagan;  but  of  what  use  is  it  upon  the  mountain?  A 
thousand  such  pieces  would  not  bribe  yon  overladen 
cloud  to  bear  its  waters  a  league  farther,  and  leave  me 
in  a  diy  skin.  No !  man  alone  knows  its  influence^ 
and  the  ring  of  this  tiny  bu  of  yellow  metal  would  thrill 
even  to  the  Jieart  of  the  churl  who  now  bars  me  in  the 
storm, — ^would  even  charm  him  to  change  hands  and 
touch  cup  with  the  Zingaro.  Sformato!  if  ever  we 
meet  on  the  mountain  Til  read  thee  a  true  fortune ;  ay, 
and  see  to  its  fulfilment  too,  even  as  near  to  the  end  of 
thy  life  as  may  well  be  with  safety." 

The  glance  that  accompanied  this  promise  fully 
vouched  for  the  sincerity  of  the  speaker,  who  now  pulled 
over  his  brows  the  large-leafed  hat  which  had  hitherto 
lain  upon  his  shoulders,  drew  the  hanging  part  of  his 
hair-net  tightly  under  his  throat,  and,  folding  his  coaras 
eapa  closely  about  his  person,  seemed  fully  prepared 
to  abide  the  philess  pelting  of  the  coming  maestro,  as 
with  a  quick  and  stealthy  pace  he  turned  the  leeward 
yngle  of  the  casa. 

D3 


y  Google 


82  THE   CLUB-BOOK.  . 


CHAPTER  IL 

*TwAS  about  the  second  hour  of  moroing,  the. storm 
had  done  its  errand,  and  was  passed  away,  and  th9 
dome  of  heaven  showed  clear  and  unclouded.  .The 
cool  breeze  blew  freshly,  and  formed  a  singular  Gon-* 
trast  to  the  dull  suffocating  wind  that  had  prevailed 
during  the  preceding  day.  The  deep  shadows  of 
the  eastello  were  flung  far  down  the  side  of  the  hill 
upon  which  it  was  reared^  and  the  only  sound  that 
broke  on  nature's  repose  was  the  distant  roar  of  the 
swollen  waters  of  the  Pescara.  A  tall  and  stately  cava- 
lier was  eagerly  climbing  the  most  precipitate  part  of 
the  hill,  over  which  hung  a  large  projecting  window ; 
he  halted  as  he  arrived  beneath  it,  and  after  gazing  m 
silence  for  an  instant,  eagerly  unwound  his  scarf,  and 
waved  it  to  and  fro  in  the  air. 

"No,"  he  at  length  murmured  in  a  tone  of  bitter 
disappointment ;  "  there  is  no  hope ;  the  light  has  long 
been  extinguished,  and  she  has  despaired  of  my  coming, 
I  would  I  had  plunged  into  the  torrent  that  detained  me ; 
death  would  have  been  less  painful  than  the  eternal 
misery  of  hope  delayed — could  I  yet  apprize  her  that  I 
am  here  without  noise— 4)ut  how  ?  fcJtephano  is  with 
the  horses,  and  I  could  as  soon  scale  the  Duomo  as 
reach  that  cursed  window.  I  would  give  a  thousand 
ducats  to  see  it  fairly  opened." 

"  A  bargain.  Signer  Cavaliero,"  was  at  once  whis- 
pered, in  a  clear'  and  distinct  though  low  tone,  which 
seemed  to  rise  dose  from  beneath  the  signor's  feet ; 
he  cast  his  eyes  downwards,  smd  observed,  rolled  up  in 
a  coin  of  the  buttress,  immediately  under  shelter  of  the 
window,  a  dark4ooking  mass,  from  out  of  which  a  pair 
of  twinkling  eyes  were  fixed  intensely  upon  him. 

•"Who  art  thou]"   he  demanded,  fiercely,  "lymg 
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coHed  tip  there  like  the  lynx  of  the  Abrnzzo  T  Come 
forth  Quickly,  and  show  thy  form  and  errand,  6r  111 
nnkennel  thee  else  with  the  point  of  my  spada." 

•*  Don't  do  that,  signor,"  again  whispered  the  voice ; 
•*  dont  do  that,  for  when  tickled,  I  have  an  ugly  trick 
of  laughing  loud  enough  to  be  heard  at  a  round  league, 
and  listeners  might  choose  to  seek  out  the  joke  sooner 
than  you  could  be  prepared  to  join  in  it." 

"  Come  forth,  sirrah  knave^  and  fear  not — only  in- 
form me  what  thou  hast  been  doing  in  that  lair,  and 
why  there  at  all  t" 

"  Veramente,  signor,  I  am  here  for  lack  of  better 
shelter,  and  have  been  doing  what  I  still  had  done  but 
for  your  coming,  sleeping  sound — as  the  cat  sleeps ; — 
my  ear  is  quick,  signor,  and  my  eye  is  quicker.  I  know 
you,  Luigi  Conradini,  and  could  guess  your  present 
business  here,  ay,  and  could  help  you  to  do  it  into 
the  bargain." 

**  And  what  are  you  that  read  me  this  riddle  ?" 

"  One  who  lives  by  riddles,  a  Zingaro,"  answered 
the  speaker,  rising  nimbly  to  his  full  height,  and  shaking 
about  him  the  folds  of  his  capa. 

"  Ha !  methinks  I  have  seen  thy  face  before.  Mend  !" 

"  And  I  am  sure  I  have  seen  yours,  signor.  Zin- 
garo  never  yet  forgot  the  face  of  friend  or  foe." 

"  Am  I  then  to  conclude  myself  recognised  as  the 
former,  since  you  so  readily  proifer  service  V 

**  Not  more  promptly,  signor,  than  you  extended  it 
to  me  twelve  months  agone  this  very  day,  in  the  wood 
of  Venafro,  when  the  king's  hounds  turned  off  the  trail 
of  the  deer  to  nose  me,  where  I  lay  perdu  under  a  tree, 
watching  the  chase,  and  the  chasseurs  were  going  to 
hang  me  up  as  a  scarecrow  for  throwing  them  out — 
ay,  and  but  for  your  prompt  word  had  done  it  too. 
Now,  signor,  what  can  I  do  to  repay  the  obligation  T 
Fear  not  to  trust  me,  I  am  yours  to  the  death — for  grati- 
tude, like  vengeance,  should  be  senza  limito,^ 

"  I  fear  me,  Zingaro,  that  thy  service,  though  honestly 
3ind  frejely  proffered,  may  little  avail  me  in  this  strairj 
pnless  thou  hast  wit  to  conjure  me  into  yonder  window,  or 
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five  wamkigia  a  whimper  to  her  who  no  longer  w^bcbes*. 
ffa^t  be  whom  she  loves  is  here.** 

'<  Humph  1  both  m^  be  contrived^  and  without  aid. 
of  the.  Devil,  if  you,  signor,  can  afford  to  part  with  a 
portion  of  yQur  dignity,  and  putting  forth  jth^  native 
strength  of  your  manhood,  so  become  my  bearer  for  a 
brief  space.'' 

'^  I  do  not  rightly  comprehend,  but  fear  not  my  com« 
pliance ;  if  thou  canst  but  make  it  appear  that  by  bear- 
ing thee  I  may  enter  yon  chamber---but,  pshaw !  the 
thing  has  no  likelihood ;  that  window  is  a  good  twenty 
feet  from,  the  ground  we  tread  oa." 

'*  Ha,  ha !  I  have  scaled  a  higher  wall  to  rob  a  meal 
of  flour  from  the  Fomajo,  afid  for  the  wealth  and  beauty 
tha^  await  thee! — Ammo^  laugi  Conrad ini!  stand  on 
this  li^ench ;  so— why  there's  two  feet  less  distance  be- 
tyween^  thee  and  thy  mistress  already.  Now  take  this 
pole,  and  drive  the  iron  point  into  the  opposite  buttress 
Mrith  all  thy  might,  and  as  high  above  head  as  may  be : 
strike  manfully  for  thy  lady's  love."  The  count  raided 
his  arm,  and  the  point  of  the  staff  was  buried  between 
the  huge  stones* 

"  Well  stricken,"  «ignor,  cried  the  gipsy;  "  now  lend 
me  ^lat  silken  scarf;  elev^e  thine  arms  to  the  utter* 
most — so,  now  hold  firm  the  pole,  and  stand  fast,  for 
my>  limbs  might  be  periled  if  thine  fail." 

Agilely  springing  upon  Gonte  Luigi's  shoulders,  the 
gipsy  next  stepped  lightly  upon  the  tough  pole,  which 
me  lover  with  his  vigorous  arms  bore  above  his  head, 
pressing  against  the  point  which  rested  in  the  opposite 
wall ;  once  at  this  elevation,  he  dexterously  tlirew  the 
scarf  round  one  of  the  frightfully-carved  heads  which 
projected  by  way  of  ornament  from  the  ends  of  the 
beams  that  supported  the  window,  and  seemed  to  grin 
defiance  on  all  below;  this  done,  to  twist  the  two 
parts  of  the  scarf  together,  and  climb  up  by  shifting  his 
hands  alternately  one  over  the  other,  with  the  lightness 
and  nimbleness  of  a  marmot,  was  the  work  of  a  mo* 
ment, 
'   He  tried  the  easement — ^it  yielded  to  tbe.touch,  an4 
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At  long-desired  haven  stood  openb^bi»  the  ajudoustyi^ 
watching  loYer  of  OonstanzA,  who,  making  a  sign  to 
hSs  assistam,  qiiickty  drew  from  his  cloak  a  light  hot 
strong  ladder  of  silken  cordage,  and  flinging  up  one 
end  to'  be  hooked  to  the  windoW^s  edge,  fastened  th« 
other  to  the  rude  bench  below,  and  promptly  mounting 
entered  the  chamber* 

**The  thousand  ducats  are  mine»"  whispered  th^ 
gipsy-boy  in  the  ear  oi  the  count. 

**  They  will  not  be  the  moiety  of  thy  reward,**  an- 
swered Uouradini  eagerly,  **if  I  this  night  succeed  in 
my  hopes,*' ' 

**Basta,  signor,^  rejoined  the  successful  clind}er; 
^let  me  first  rub  out  the  debt  contracted  in  the  foreirt 
of  Venafro,  before  we  begin  a  new  score," 

^^  This  apartment,"  continued  the  count,  <*  is  one  of  the 
suite  occupied  by  Constanza ;  her  dressing-room  should 
be  somewhere  hekr  the  window  on  the  right-haiid.  Ah  I 
during  our  days  of  happiness,  I  knew  well  each  turning 
in  these  apartments ;  smd  did  the  good  old  marohescv 
her  father,  sitijl  live,  I  need  not  now  be  seeking  my  af&i* 
anjsed  bnde  by  night,  ^d  in  darkness,  as  a  thief  seek? 
his  prey.'* 

**  Why  J  fancy  I  feel  more  at  home  in  the  daricnes^ 
than  you  do,  signor "  interrupted  the  gipsy,  as  A^ 
felt  along  the  wall,  **  Ha !  perchance  here  is  the  very 
door  5  a  light  within  t6o  !-^by  your  leave,  Messer  Key  ; 
all  is  Yfell—Eccola,  signer ;  condescend'  to  place  youf 
eye  here  and  behold  her  whom  you  sedk/' 

The  count  instinctively  obeyed.  '  It  was  indeed  Con* 
stanza :  she  lyas  still  equipped  as  if  for  the  saddle,  ex« 
eeptthat  she  had  thrown  aside  her  hai  and  plume, 
Hfer  beautiftl  countenance  was  suffii&^d  with  the  tears 
still  felling  upon  an  ojien  letter  thfet  lay  upon  the  table 
before  her,  and  witfi  whose  contentji  she  was  intensely 
occupied*  A  h^&uttered  exclamation  &om  the  count 
reached  her  car ;  she  listened  with  doubting  eagerness 
—4  Jow  tap  was  neit  heard  on  Ae  door,  and  «  Cdw^ 
stanzi^  was  softly  wMspef  ed  in  thto^e  tones  in  whi^ 
luH)e  ever  breathed  her  name,  save  only  one.     ^h§ 
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Stalled  to  her  feet,  and  gazed  timidly  aroimd,  passiog 
her  hand  across  her  forehead.  The  next  moment  she 
had  ftang  wide  the  chamber-door,  and  the  swart  form 
of  the  Zingaro  stood  before  her  I  She  saw  no  morc;^; 
a  wild  piercing  scream  bnrst  from  her  lips,  and  cover- 
ing her  face  with  her  hands,  she  ssuik  senseless, 
into  the  arms  of  her  betrothed  husband,  Luigi  Con- 
radini 

*'  Diavolo !  signor,  was  it  yom:  looks  or  mine  that 
so  terrified  the  donna  V^ 

"  We  are  lost !"  exclaimed  the  count,  "  lost  beyond 
hope ;  her  loud  scream  must  have  alarmed  the  house- 
hold, and  my  life  will  be  the  sacrifice  to  her  guardian 
uncle's  anger  and  revenge." 

*'  Nay,  dien,"  cried  his  companion, "  resign  thy  seiyse- 
less  prize,  and  let  us  twio  fiy  ;  'tis  ill  ^guing  with  an 
angry  gusutlian  on  his  own  ground." 

**  Not  so,  but  do  thou  leave  me,  good  fellow !  take 
this  purse  and  fly ;  for  myself,  I  will  abide  the  worsts 
and  die,  rather  than  again  be  separated  from  her  for 
whom  alone  I  wish  to  live." 

A  distant  noise,  as  if  of  approaching  footsteps,  was 
now  heard.  The  Zingaro  paused  for  a  moment,  as  he 
quietly  put  aside  the  profiered  gold  ;  he  cast  his  eyes 
on  the  senseless  form  of  Constanza,  over  which  the 
count  fondly  dung ;  then,  as  if  suddenly  having  resolved 
and  decided  on  his  course,  he  exclaimed,  taking  the 
hand  of  the  lady — 

*'  I  thi«  day  read  you  a  fair  fortune,  donna,  and  it 
must  be  fulfilled ;  take  up  your  mistress,  signor,  and 
bear  her  down  the  ladder." 

,  "'Tis  useless,  worthy  fellow:  already  I  hear  the 
sound  of  advancing  feet  at  the  end  of  the  corridor ;  we 
should  be  pursued  and  seized  ere  I  could  bear  this 
dear  burthen  half-way  down  the  hill  to  where  my  good 
horses  wait." 

{  ^*  You  shall  not  be  pursued.  I  will  remain  behind, 
will  close  down  the  window,  lead  them  on  a  wrong 
scent,  and  so  win  you  ample  time — away,  come !" 

"  How !  you  remain !  but  your  life,  wiU — ^" 
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**  I  know,  I  know,  signor ;  my  neck  will  be  put  in 
some  jeopardy,  but  that  is  an  every-day  venture — ^if  I 
^scape,  80 — ^if  not,  at  worst,  hanging  is  the  natural 
death  of  our  race,  and  I  am  already  some  twelve  months 
older  than  I  should  have  been  but  lor  your  interference 
— so  I  owe  you  a  death.  Ha !  they  are  getting  impap 
tient  without ;  so  courage,  signor.  the  fresh  air  revives 
her  already — ^there,  throw  your  cloak  round  her  head ; 
let  her  not  again  get  sight  of  my  face  to  terrify  her  anew. 
Ha,  ha,  ha !  I  neVer  judged  before  it  was  so  foibidding 
to  the  sex." 

A  violent  hammering  was  now  heard  on  the  outer 
door  of  the  corridor,  together  with  Uie  baron's  voice 
ordering  it  to  be  broken  down.  The  count  and  his 
lovely  prize  were  by  this  time  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder 
— ^he  looked  back  to  the  gipsy,  and  urged  him  to  descend. 

**  Down  with  thee,  my  brave  lad,  and  try  thy  fortune 
with  us !" 

*♦  You  were  lost  if  I  did  that,"  answered  the  youth, 
coolly.  **  Adieu,  Luigi  Conradini.  Tell  tlie  donna 
'twas  I  wlio  yesterday  read  her  fortune  by  the  waters 
Oli  Fonti  d^Amore.  And  harii !  should  the  aged  of  our 
race  ever  cross  your  path,  fling  a  coin  in  their  way  for 
my  sake,  and  confess  that  the  gratitude  of  lo  Zingaro  is 
senza  limitoJ** 

He  closed  the  window  with  the  last  w^nl,  and  softly 
entering  the  chamber  of  Gonstanza,  haa  just  time  to 
secure  the  lock,  when  the  outer  door  was  burst  open, 
and  the  baron  appeared,  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of 
half-dressed  domestics,  who  all  eagerly  pressed  for- 
ward, alarmed  at  the  thought  of  their  young  lady's 
danger.    ' 

^  All  here  is  quiet,"  said  the  baron,  afler  looking  about 
him  for  a  moment ;  **  are  you  sure  it  was  the  Donna 
Oonstanza's  voice  yon  heard,  calling  for  help  ?" 

**  Per  certo,  si^or,"  answered  a  domestic,  *•  and  when 
first  I  lislcfned  ac  the  outer  door,  I  heard  more  than  one 
voice  whispering  in  diis  very  room." 

*«Aiid  li"  said  another,  <' heard  the  most  feai^ul 
•cream*" 
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^^Scveam!  several  screams  you  mean,  at  Hcfatett 
inend  your  hearing/'  added  a  third. 

**•  Peace,  knaves  l^  said  the  baron,  as  he  knocked  at 
hSa  niece's  chamber.  All  were  silent,  but  no  answer  waa 
returned ;  repeating  his  summons  in  a  louder  key,  he 
next  called  upon  her  within  but  to  assure  him  of  her 
safety :  still  echo  was  his  only  reply.  '^  The  girl  has 
liot  siurely  been  mad  enough  to  atten^pt.her  life,  for  love 
of  the  foolish  boy  to  whom  her  father  in  his  dotage  be- 
trothed her?  Herei  Jocope,  try  thy  hammer  on  this 
door.'* 

This  command  was  immediately  followed  by  a  stoml 
of  blows  upon  the  door,  under  which,  after  a  gallant 
resistance,  the  stout  cedar  at  length  gave  way,  and  the 
hallowed  sanctuary  of  beauty  lay  open  to  the  profana^ 
tion  of  the  vulgar  gaze. 

The  domestics  hung  back,  from  a  mingled  feeling 
of  respect  and  apprehension,  and  the  bardn  alone  en-* 
tered  the  chamber.  Ail  within  bore  testimony  to  the 
taste  and  elegance  of  the  inhabitant,  but  showed  not  any 
sign  of  violence  or  even  discomposure.  Upon  the  table 
itood  an  extinguished  taper,  and  near  it  lay  the  guitar 
iind  Music,  last  touched  by  the  fair  hand  of  Constanza. 
A  velvet  curtain  hung  before  the  recess  in  w  hich  stood 
her  couch ;  this  was  lowered,  and  as  the  baron  gently 
drew  it  aside  he  perceived  the  bed  was  occupied. 

**This,"  he  cried,  in  astonishment,  '^is  most  strange 
surely  the  wilful  girl  is  moonstruck ;  Goni^nza,  an- 
swer me !  Constanza !"  he  repeated,  striking  the  cov^- 
lid  violently  with  his  hand.  ^  Nay,  this  foolery  is  too 
inuch  for  patience ;  therefore,  bring  lights  here,  knaves. 
Fair  lady,  by  your  leave ;  for  your  face  I  will  see,  and 
your  voice  I  will  hear,  ere  I  sleep  again*" 

"  You  must  ride  hard,  or  watch  long,  then,  grandts- 
simo^  cried  the  occupant,  rising  i:^  as  the  baron  laid 
his  hand  upon  the  bed.  The  attendants  rolled  back 
upon  each  other  in  afiiight;  even  the  stout  Mirialva 
tecoiled,  as  if  he  had  touched  a  forpeda 

Well  might  the  nerves  of  the  Donna  Constanza  quail 
beneath  the  glance  of  the  Zingaro  as  he  now  appeared. 
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Wb  eapa  was  (itiscoioured  by  the  red  soil  he  had  so  long 
hiti  Yipon;  his  long  elfin  locks,  escaped  from  their 
thraldom  during  die  storm,  hung  in  wild  disorder  about 
his  feee,  while  his  eyes,  full  of  the  excitement  that 
stirred  within  .him,  blazed,  with  an  almost  unearthly 
brightness. 

*^  DevM!''  exclaimed  the  baron,  after  recovering  from 
the  surprise  of  this  most  unexpected  vision,  ^*  what  has 
kd  thy  fiend-like-  carcas«  to  so  unfitting  a  resting- 
place?? 

**^  The  stars,"  was  the  prompt  reply,  uttered  with  an 
oracular  wave^of  the  hand;  ^*the  stars,  which  govern 
and  decide  our  destinies,  and  with  whose  mighty  infiu- 
enoe  it  were  as  vain  to  contend  as  to  puff  a  feather 
against  the  raging  blast  of  the  maestro,  or  stay  the  de- 
termined will  of  woman's  first  love." 

^  Dog  of  a  cussed  breed  1  thou  shalt  find  it  was  an 
evil  star  led  thee  to  thrust  thy  handiwork  between  me 
and  my  will  i  Where  is  my  niece  I  Speak,  hast  thou 
murdered  her  V^ 

**  The  blood  of  woman  never  yet  followed  blow  of 
mine ;  nor  ever  did  the  lust  of  gpld  lead  me  to  thrust 
my  will  between  her  and  her  heart's  choice." 

^  Peace,  «lawe !  Answer  thou  my  questioning,  and 
otter  word  moce  or  lesa  than  to  ihzt  end,  and  Til  have 
thy  saucy  tongue  torn  from  its  fi>ul  root.  Thou  canst 
teU  the  course  she  has  taken  ?" 

♦*  Ay,  if  you  onee  put  me  upon  her  track,  my  eye  is 
keen  enough  to  distinguish  the  light  foot  of  alady  from 
the  spur  of  the  lynx." 

"  Who  is  her  companion  ?"  , 

*^Ajt  this  minute  it  would  be  wild  to  swear  that; 
some  timie  haa  passed  since  I  last  saw  her,  and  women 
at  the  best  are  variable  in  their  fancies." 

♦*Holy  Mother  1  the  unblest  churl  juggles  with  my 
patience.  Ho,  there !  drag  this  foul  carrion  from  out 
die  bed ;  strip  the  deer's  bide » from  his  back,  and  lash 
him  till  he  learn  straight  speech." 

On  the  ^psy's  being  hauled  from  the  couch,  and 
pl)iced  upright  on  the  floor,  his  limbs  apparendy  re- 


y  Google 


66  Itnit   OLtTB-VOkOX^ 

fused  their  woni«cl  service,  and  he  ^t  oiled  stink  AaWA 
like  .a  thing  wholly  bereft  of  bone  and  mnscle ;  thia 
dogged  and  passive  resistance  being  the  oidy  oppMtion 
he  thought  fit  to  offer,  he  was  qukkly  raised  upon  the 
Shoulders  of  four  stout  fellows,  and  borne  to  the  ball ; 
where,  still  refusing  to  stand,  his  jerkin  was  slashed 
with  knives  h6th  his  back,  and  with  such  little  care,  that 
blood  was  i^een  to  follow  more  than  one  blade.  In  tlus 
work,  Jocope,  the  surly  poiter^  ^as  conspicuously 
officious. 

*'  Well  make  it  mo^b  di^ciili  for  yon  to  stand  ere 
we're  done  dealing  on  your  swart  hade  I"  whispered 
the  fellow,  as  he  assisted  in  dragging  the  prisoner'Qi 
arms  round  the  marble  pillar  they  were  made  to  .em* 
brace.  When  bound,  with  the  upper  part  of  his  body 
exposed  and  naked  ht  the  laSh,  Jocope  approached 
him,  armed  with  a  heavy  whip.  "  I  owe  thee  my  ser- 
vice, son  of  Satan,"  he  whispered  in  his  victim's  ear* 
'*  What,  thou  wouldst  have  tricked  me  into  taking  thee 
under  shelter  of  the  castello,  to  cut  our  throats^  as  well 
as  spirit  away  my  young  lady,  eh !  But  fof  one&  thou 
hadst  to  deal  with  thy  master." 

"  Thou  didst  deal  wisely  in  barring  me  out^  tnAy% 
spietato^  replied  the  gipsy,  With  a  bitter  smile  of  triumph. 

"  Lsiy  on,  and  spare  not !"  impatiently  cried  the  bafdn  i 
and  he  seated  himself  to  see  uie  oruel  order  fully  eai^ 
ricd  into  effect; 

The  stalwart  arm  of  thd  ruffian  porter  pHed  hisihstru- 
ment  of  torture  with  such  coolness  and  skill  that  a 
streak  of  red  marked  the  course  of  every  lash.  With 
eyes  ahd  teeth  firmly  compressed,  and  without  vsufTer- 
ing  a  gfoaii  to  escape  him,  the  wretched  youth  bore 
for  awhile  his  punishment;  even  the  fiercely-exerted 
strength  of  his  tortuirei*  began  to  flag,  wh«i  turtaing 
his  eyes  tdWi^ds  the  baron,  the  sufferer  criisd^  ••  Hold !" " 
At  a  sign  the  iiext  blow  was  suspended* 

^'Whati  thou  hast  found  thy  tongue  t'1  demanded 
Mirialva. 

*<  Aiid  how  am  t  to  be  benefited  by  using  it  according 
toyourwiHr  j  .    . 
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^  Thou  shalt  liATe  a  couch  of  sttaw,  and  bread  and 
watcTt  till  UMuonrow ;  then  a  strong  oord  and  a  fair 
^ring  from  the  top  of  the  castle-gate^" 

*^Hum!  fait  offers  and  teropting!  what  if  I  still 
keep  silence  T' 

^^  Thou  shalt  be  now  flogged  as  near  to  thy  death  as 
may  be  done  on  this  holy  Sabbath  momy"  sternly  re- 
plied Mirialva ;  "  and  on  the  morrow  shall  await  thee  a 
like  puniehmenti  to  be  continued  until  thy  dark  «pirit 
be  dismissed  to  the  hell  it  sprung  from !" 

'^Umph,  unbind  me!"  calmly  said  the  gipsy..  *<I 
choose  straw  and  a  supper»  the  long  cord  and  ihe  free 
spring;  buit»  hold!  you  will  nod  c^i*  squeezing. me 
dry,  put  me  again  under  lash  V^ 

*^  1  have  promised  thee  rei^ite  until  Afonday  mom ; 
wiU  thou  not  take  the  given  word  of  a  Roman  haronV* 

^k»  readily  as  you  would  take  Zingaro  oatkt  swom 
on  the  ROOD  1  .  Touch  with  your  lips  the  cross  of  youf 
dagger,  and  on  it  swear  to  keep  faith  with  me,  or  my 
lips  are  again  sealed,  and  for  ever  I" 

^Unbelieving  miscreant!"  exclaimed  t&e  banm# 
starting  in  rage  from  his  seat;  ^«I  am  welWnough 
minded  to  put  thy  stoutness  to  the  proof.^ 

Prudence,  however,  and  the  .desire  of  a  nobler  victim 
for  revenge  overruled  this  momentary  burst  of  passion* 
Making,  therefore^  the  prescribed  oath^  he  again  took 
his  seat. 

"  A  draught  of  water  to  moisten  my  parched  throaty 
and  my  clodi  to  cover  over  my  shame,  and  then  youf 
questions,  signer,  I  am  ready  to  answer." 

Water  was  brought,  and  the  capa  thrown  Upon  his 
lacerated  shoulders.  He  calmly  drew  his  cloak  about 
him,  and  bowed  slightly,  in  token  of  being  prepared) 
the  baroyi  began  t — 

^Who  was  the  contriver  and  companion  of  mf 
niece's  ^ght?" 

'^  The  hosbaad  choaen  by  her  fathei'^  the  Count  Luigi 
Conradini."  .- 

^  Ha !  is  it  so  7    And  how  gained  he  access  to  hef 
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**  That  service  I  contrifred  for  him." 

The  baron  east  a  glance  of  deathM  impoH  on  the 
unflinching  spea^ker,  then  went  on. 

"  Knowest  thou  where  they  now  be  ?** 

**  With  willing  minds,  sharp  spurs,  and  stout  steeds 
they  may  now  be  wellnij^  across  the  PettoranOi" 

**  Then  they  are  bound  for  Naples  ]" 

♦'For  Naples." 

''  Now  art  thou  a  lying  knare ;  Ua  mortal  man  daie 
not  venture  to  cross  the  Pescara  after  the  rain  of  last 
night."r 

♦*The  Count  Luigi  had  already  crossed  it,  though 
somewhat  later  than  he  had  looked  to  do ;  a  delay  that 
had  wellnigh  lost  him  his  fair  prize." 

**  May  its  swollen  waters  'whelm  them  both,  and  for 
ever !"  cried  the  baron,  as  he  started  up  and  rapidly 
paced  the  hall.  '^'Ho,  there!  to  horse,  some  of  you; 
hasten  to  the  riv^r,  and  see  if  it  be  yet  fordable ;  look 
olose  for  the  new  track  of  horses^  and  ride  iipon  the 
spur;  a  thpusand  duaeits  to  him  who  brings  back  my 
niece,  or  can  show  me  a  blade  died  with  the  heart's 
Ueod  of  Luigi  Conradini.  Tkke  hence  that  hound, 
bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  throw  him  into  the  tapes- 
tried chamber  at  the  extremity  of  my  galleiyr-l^t  him 
hvre  bvead  and  water,  and  straw  to  lie  on.  If  thy 
story  be  true,  and  the  torrent  fordable,  1  will  keep  faith 
with  thee,  and  on  the  morrow  thou  shalt  have  a  strong 
cord,  and  die  the  death  of  thy  fathers  y  but  if  thou  hast 
spoken  a  lie^thou  shalt  bewhi];^ed  until  thy  ^Ise  heart 
be  laid  bare  to  the  sun,  whose  beams  shall  wither  it 
witliin  thee." 

''  By  the  star  that  rules  me,  I  have  spoken  trulyy 
Baron  Mirialva." 

The  clatter  of  the  departing  horsemen  Was  now 
heard  as  they  hastily  spurred  over  the  paved  court. 

*'Ha,  ha,  ha!  they  must  ride  and  spare  not,  who 
seek  to  win  ba^k  time  past,  or  true  loveirs  flown  "  con- 
tinit^d  the  Zingaro,  as  he  was  led  from  the  hall  to  his 
piison-ehamber. 

During  the  foregoing  events,  Time  had  held  on  his 
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tmdhanging,  unchahgieable  cotirse ;  and  a«  tlie  prisoner 
was  thrust  into  his  last  earthly  lodging,  he  was  saluted 
by  the  first  burst  of  a  bright  morning  sun,  darting  its 
]nany-<;oloured  rays  through  the  stained  glass  of  a 
narrow  window,  placed  high  oycifaead,  and  indeed  the 
only  means  of  supplying  with  either  light  or  air  this 
gloomy  chamber* 

The  Zingaro  gazed  for  a  moment  at  the  cheerful 
light,  half-shading  his  brow  with  his  hand )  then,  torn-> 
ing  to  his  guards,  he  requested  that  they  would  place 
him  witliin  9ie  influence  of  its  beams. 

*'Ay,  to.be  sure,"  was  the  reply:  "Nicola^  toss 
down  that  straw  here ;  the  poor  devil  wants  to  sun 
himself." 

**  He's  no  judge  of  astronomyt  then,"  answered  the 
bearer  of  straw,  ^*  or  he'd  have  known  that  the  rays  of 
the  morning  sun  will  rest  but  a  short  space  where  they 
now  fall  t  no,  no,  poor  ignorant,  if  thou  wouldst  have 
the  sun  for  company,  I'll  put  thy  straw  in  yonder  nooki 
Where  he  will  sleep  awhile  after  midday." 

'*  Put  it  down  here,"  said  the  Zingaro,  adhering  to 
the  same  spot ;  **  'tis  not  his  noonbeam  I  would  watoh, 
for  that  I  shall  never  see  again  \  no,  'tis  his  earliest 
light  on  the  morrow  I  would  fain  give  greeting  to,  that 
I  may  know  how  near  is  the  hour  of  my  end  as  I  watch 
my  last  smi  rise." 

*'  O,  that's  it,"  replied  the  s^stronomer ;  '*  tihen  even 
so  be  it — ^have  thy  bed  where  thou  wilt.  But  methinks 
thine  is  an  odd  fancy;  now  I,  though  naturally  of  an 
Inquiring  turn,  am  no  way  curious  about  seeing  my  last 
sun  rise,  and  don't  care,  in  troth,  if  I  never  see  itat  all, 
so  I  live  the  longer — ^but  every  man  to  his  humom* :  so 
there.  But,  by  your  leave.  We  must  bind  your  hands 
and  legs,  for  yon  Zingari  are  but  sUppery  subjects ; 
however,  with  this  little  precaution,  and  widiout  outlet, 
except  for  a  weasel,  through  yon  window,  I  think  thdn 
mayst  be  trusted.  Now  thou'rt  fast,  here's  thy  bread 
and  water ;  at  nightfall  I'll  not  fail  to  bring  thee  a  fresh 
supply ;  and,  unleiss  thou  have  stomach  for  a  right  early 
breakfast,  thy  turn  of  eating  may  be  then  considered 
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preUy  well  served  for  this  world.  TLsn't  every  man 
that^B  doomed  to  the  dog's  death  that  meets  such  gentle 
fare  or  soft  lodging;  but  a  bargain's  a  bargain,  and 
thou'lt  find  the  baron  a  man  of  his  word;  so,  till  night, 
rest  in  peace,  honest  pagan.  Come,  comrades,  leave 
the  Zingaro  to  his  repose ;  there's  no  fear  of  his  being 
troubled  with  nightmare,  for  he  wont  lie  much  on  his 
back,  I  guess — ^ha,  ha,  ha !" 

Amid  the  loud  laughter  this  jest  created,  the  door 
was  firmly  secured  without,  and  the  subject  of  this 
brutal  mirth  was  left  alone.  < 

The  tapestried  chamber  was  a  large  square  apart" 
ment,  never  used  but  for  one  melanchely  service,-*-lhat 
of  guarding  the  mortal  remains  of  the  lords  of  Mirialva 
during  their  brief  passage  from  the  death-bed  to  the  tomb. 

In  this  chamber  was  prepared  the  last  display  of 
earthly  vanity  attendant  upon  departed  greatness ;  here 
was  laid  out  in  all  the  impotence  of  lifeless  clay  the 
once  mighty  lord  of  a  thousand  vassals.  The  room 
was,  in  conformity  with  its  sad  purpose,  hung  round 
with  black  tapest^,  that  had  once,  no  doubt,  been- of 
exquisite  workmanship ;  but,  from  age  and  neglect,  it 
now  was  torn  in  many  places,  and  in  others  hung  loose 
from  the  wall.  With  the  exception  of  the  high  window 
described  above,  a  stout  oaken  door,  leading  into  a  gal- 
lery belonging  to  the  baron's  apartments,  was  the  only 
outlet ;  a  more  secure  or  melancholy  prison,  tlierefore, 
could  not  easily  have  been  imagined ;  a  like  conviction 
appeared  to  enter  on  the  prisoner's  mind,  for  after  a 
keen  and  searching  glance  around  him,  which,  as  he 
gazed  on  his  own  lettered  limbs,  settled  at  length  into  a 
look  of  fixed  despair — 

'^  The  slaves,"  he  exclaimed*  ^  have  bound  my  hands 
fio  straitly,  that  the  food  they  have  thrown  me  is  use- 
less, for  nor  hand  nor  foot  c$m  I  stir.  The  hypocrites 
would  not  hang  on  their  Sabbath,  but  think  it  no  sin  to 
scourge  and  starve.  But  'tis  no  matter,  I  need  not 
much  strength  to  hang^  and  there  is,  I  fancy,  no  hope 
of  respite  or  escape ;  so  good  day,  fair  sun !  and  wel- 
come be  thy  first  ray  to-morrow  1" 
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So  saying,  the  captive  turned  htnist&lf  composedly 
upon  his  straw,  and  enjoyed,  hungry  and  lacerated  9» 
he  was,  a  sounder  sleep  than  visited  the  pillow  of 
•*  thrice-driven  down,"  pressed  by  the  proud  b^ron  who 
thirsted  for  his  blood. 

Carlette  Mirialva  was  the  younger  brother  of  the 
late  marchese,  and  the  inherilior  of  hia  titles  and  estates : 
early  plunged  in   dissipation  and  overwhelmed  with 
debt,  th^  latter  he  had  anticipated  long  before  his 
brother's  death,  and  consequently,  when  this  event  fook 
place,  he  had  little  to  avail  himself  of  but  the  empty 
title.     Before  the  death  oi  the  marchese  every  thing 
had  been  arranged  between  him  and  the  father  of  Con* 
radini  for  the  marriage  of  their  children ;  it  was  post- 
poned only  by  the  illness  of  the  marchese,  and  with  his 
dying-breath  he  enjoined  the  fulfilment  of  hiB  pledge 
upon  his  brother.     Tliis,  however,  would  hdve  ill  suited 
the  views   of  the  needy  gamester.     The  Castell  di 
Mirialva  and  the  property  in  the  Abruzzo  formed  the 
inheritance  of  Constanza  in  right  of  her  mother ;  and 
this  must  have  been  necessarily  given  up  ^  her  bus- 
band  upon  her  mkrriage,  leaving  the  proud  baron  house- 
less, or  compelling  him  to  avow  his  folly,  and  rest 
dependent  on  his  niece's  bounty,  until  time  should  pay 
his  debts,  and  agahi  make  htm  master  of  hia  own  ample 
domains.      Hib  first  act,  therefore,  on  his  brother!6 
death  was  to  refuse  his  consent  to  the  fulfilment  oC  the 
marriage  contract;  unless  it  were  stipiilated  thai,  he 
should  be  left  master  of  this  domain  for  so  many  years. 
Luigi  and  Constanza  were  too  far  gone  in  love  not  to 
have  agreed  readily  to  his  wishes ;  buii  not  so  the  elder 
Conradini ;  he,  with  the  prudence  attendant  on  his  age, 
and  the  indignation  natural  to  a  high  mind,  replied  by 
spuming  the  unworthy  proposal  in  no  measured  terms. 
An  open  and  violent  rupture  was  the  immediate  conse- 
quence, which  threatened,  in  the  end,  to  sunder  the 
lovers  for  ever;   for  Constanza  was   but   seventeen, 
and  the  laws  lefl  her  at  her  uncle's  disposal  until  she 
should  attain  the  age  of  three«and-twency,  a  century  ia 
true  love's  calendar.     Many  ntonths  had  elapsed  sinca 
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this  disa^eement,  and  numerous  were  the  suitors  infto^ 
duced  by  the  ba)fon  for  his  own  purposes,  and  rejected 
by  Oonstan2$a  with  a  firmness  well-worthy  her  name. 
'  At  length  the  festival  of  the  Annunziata  enabled 
Conradini,  in  the  disguise  of  a  mendicant  palmer,  lo 
communicate  to  her  his  wishes,  and  his  plans  for  their 
execution;  and  so  well:<Hd  he  describe,  in  his  letter, 
the  present  misery  of  separation,  and  the  risks  he  had 
run  in  vain  to  see  or  communicate  with  hef ;  and  in 
such  bright  colours  did  he  conirast  the  happiness  and 
security  awaiting  them  in  flight,  and  in  the  fulfilment 
of  a  marriage  already  plighted  before  Heaven  and 
sanctified  in  their  hearts,  that  Oonstanza,  on  that  very 
night,  he^less  of  the  storm  which  raged  without,  had 
frankly  obeyed  the  directions  of  her  Jover,  and  like 
another  Hero,  placed  a  light  in  her  turret  window,  at 
once  to  be  the  guide  to  hia  sfeps,  and  the  token  of  her 
own  readiness  to  follow  them. 

It  has  been  already  told  how  the  iSwoUen  Pescara 
detained  her  eager  deliverer,  utntil,  mortified  and  wearied, 
she;  two  lioqrs  after  midnight,  withdrew  her  beacon, 
and  abandoned  herself  to  grief.  Grief.  sooQ  changed  to 
joy  by  the  embrace  of  her  long-^banished  Luigi* 

This  retrospedtive  detail  will  at  once  ei(plain  the 
baron's  cause  for  rage,  and  his  ea^^er. thirst  for  ven-» 
geance,  not  only  on  Conradini,  but  on  the  humbler 
ttgent  of  his  loss,  the  luckless  Zingaro,  whom  no. laws 
of  the  time  either  acknowledged  or  protected.  His 
wretched  race  were  left,  like  the  wild  animals  of  the 
rude  country  they  inhabited,  to  roam  at  large  through 
fh^  desert,  and '  lik6  them  too  were  liable  to  be  hunted 
to  the  death  by  any  noble  sportsman  who  might  choose^ 
at  his  own  proper  peidl,  to  follow  sueh  diveiBionr 

Anxiously  did  the  Baron  di  Mirialva  ooimt  each 
minute  of  that  Sabbath  morn,  that  holy  Sabbath,  or^ 
dained  as  a  day  of  repose,  both  &om  the  toils  and  pas^ 
sions  of  frail  nature— ^a  day  wisely  sanctified  and  set 
fl^art  for  reflection  and  repentance.  But  far  otherwise 
were  employed  the  thonghts  of  Mirialva ;  intensely  di4 
to  listen  to  ^acb  ^oundf  eager  to  catch  Ibe  foot&U  of 
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lelmiiiighoTse ;  eonstamly  w^e  b»  straHied  eyes  fixed 
on  the  approach:  iiaai  the  baak9  of  the  Pescara,  while 
his  heart  was  eonsumkig  within  him,  fired  by  the  demoiw 
A.vartce»  Anger,  and  Kevenge. 

A  horseman  at  length  appeared,  whose  hardrspiirred» 
jaded  steed  coald  hardly  bear  its  rider  up  the  steep^ 
The  banm  fiew  lo  the  gate  to  meet  him — with  the  hell- 
ish hope  in  hie  heart,  and  the  wish  on  his  lip,,  he 
demaaded^  **  Well,  have  they  been  tracked  T  have  you 
crvertaken.  the  runagates  T  ie  ^  dead  t  Say  yes,  and 
boldly  ohdm  the  promised  thousand  ducats,  and  morey 
thy  lord's  eternal  favour." 

The  Tassal  hung  his  head  in  sileuee.  One  by  one 
the  wearied  ridera  returned  with  no  better  success,  till 
at  last  but  one  remained  out  on  whom  to  rest  a  hope. 
Ent  the  baron  knew  well  the  nature  <^  the  hound  that 
still  hung  upon  the  track,  and  while  Jocope  returned 
not,  he  did  not  eMrely  abandon  his  dempn-like  hope. 
Right  well  this  worthy  servant  merited  the  confidence 
of  sneha  master;  patiemt,  weary  less,  and  true  to  the 
scent  of  bJ0od«  as  the  hound  of  whose  savage  nature  ha 
so  largely  paitook,  he,  though  outstripped  and  baiBed, 
still  huBfeed  on»  a  dogged  instinct  hi3  guide,  and  the 
promised  gold  his  spur. 


CHAPTER  HI- 

TttE  shades,  of  evening  h^d  once  more  fallen  upon 
the  valli^9  of  the  AJbiru«aa.befbEe.the  Zingarp  was  re- 
awakened to  a  sense  of  pain  smd  hunger.  As  he  slowly 
turned  upon  his  straw,  he  cast  his  eyes  upwards  on  the 
MOW  almost  dai  kened  window ;  suddenly  a  gleam  of  wild 
aad  nniestrained  joy  lighted  up  bis  pall^l  and  worn 
SMturech^his  sight  became  riveted  tq  the  object,  as  he 
cried  aloud-^ 

•"'Tis  there!  'tis  there!     It  shines  bright  and  daa- 

VoL.  I.— E  9 
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riingly  upon  me,  unclouded  and  serene,  lite  star  of  mjr 
birth  and  the  guide  of  our  race.  I  saw  it  twinkling  thus 
in  my  past  dream  of  freedom.  Hail  to  thee>  herald  of 
hope !  Thou  didst  shine  thus  lighUy  upon  me,  as,  but 
now,  in  sleep,  I  sat  again  by  our  mountaiD-strsam  with 
Zca  by  my  side ;  and  once  mpre  listened  to  her  sweet 
voice,  as  it  rose  in  thy  praise,  attuned  to  the  guitar  she 
best  loves  to  hear !  Thou  art  still  above  me,  shining 
star,  and  I  am  not  forsaken !  Thou  art  still  unclouded, 
and  I  will  not  despau*,  ibr  never  wouldst  thou  rise  so 
briglitly  at  eve,  were  a  son  of  thy  people  to  die  the  cruel 
death  ere  thy  setting.** 

Whh  the  spirit  of  new-bom  hope  did  die  ei^tive  now 
await  the  approach  of  hie  jailer,  as  he  heard  die  massy 
bolts  withdrawn ;  for,  true  to  his  promise,  Nicola  again 
9tood  beside  him,  bearmg  a  fresh  allowance  of  ]brea4 
and  water. 

'*Why,  how's  diis,^  said  the  man,  observing  the 
fbrmer  supply  still  remaining ;  **^  thy  food  and  drink  un-r 
tonchedt  Mass,  but  thou  art  somewhat  dainty  in  thy 
fare,  or  hast  a  marvellous  gift  of  long  fasting.  Why 
hast  ^hon  not  broken  bread,  Zingaro  ?  thy  hanging  tor 
morrow  will  be  none  the  more  agreeable,  because  thou 
art  some  pounds  the  lighter;  why,  man,  thoult  be  B^ 
hard  to  die  as  a  cat ;  eat  and  drink,  and  prepare  for 
ithy  ending  as  like  a  good  Cbristiai^  as  pne  pf  thy 
(doomed  bree4  can/' 

^  How  can  I  do  either  V  bitterly  replied  the  prisoner  f 
"your  food  is  left  but  as  a  mpckenr,  when  my  lips  might 
psurch  for  a  drop  of  water,  ere  1,  thus  tightly  bound, 
could  mpisten  them.  What  fear  you,  that  you  thus 
pinion  me  ?  Escape  were  im^HMsible,  unless  I  had 
wings  like  a  bird,  and  no  more  iwdk  than  a  shadow;  for 
otherwise  I  could  neither  refM^h,  nor  pass  out  of  yonder 
window." 

<<  Why,  thef e  is  some  reason  in  that,**  rejoined  the 
Jailer,  glancing  round  ;  ^  and  though  the  baron  ordered 
diee  to  be  bouiid,  he  ^so  intended  thou  shouldst  eat, 
pr  else  he  had  ne'er  promised  thee  food — so,  by  our 
j/^v,  Fll  strain  my  warranty  and  loose  thy  cords  § 
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irffle-^-and  more,  tbbu  slialt  hare. the  bottom  of  my  wine 
flask  to  give  a  whet  to  thy  alppetite. 

**'  There !  with  two  foot  between  hand  and  hand,  a 
man  may  do  muoh,  with  a  hungry  stomach  and  good 
witt— thou  need'st  not  thy  feet  to  help  thy  feeding,  so 
we^il  let  them  be )  and  if  they  feel  somewhat  tight-laced, 
why  console  thee*  *tis  but  a  few  hoursi  and  then  thou 
mayst  kick  away  with  them  like  an  unbroken  colt — ha, 
ha^ha !  Nay^  neter  lower  at  my  joke,  man— thou  relishest 
the  smack  of  the  wine  though,  ha  ?  Well,  finish  it  then, 
and  welcome,  fhr  now  weVe  alone,  between  thee  and 
me  and  the  wall,  I  owe  thee  no  ill-will  fer  helping  the 
Lady  Constanza  to  the  man  she  liked)  and  am  not  sorry 
the  young  birds  have  shown  them  such  strong  wing.** 

^^The  horsemen  have  then  returned?'*  demanded 
the  Zingaro. 

^  Ay,  com^  backf  empty  handed ;  all  but  one^  and 
he'll  get  little  but  wrung  \^ithers  and  dirty  boots  for  his 
ridcf  I  guess." 

^'  Who  is  he  that  still  hangs  on  the  track  of  his  lord's 
daughter  r 

"  Who  but  Jocope^  the  ptorter,"  said  Nicola ;  **  and  as 
for  hanging,  by  the  mass,  fer  the  gpld  that's  promised, 
he'd  harig  a  sUp-knot  rornid  the  neck  of  the  brother  that 
twinned  at  birth  with  him." 

While  the  jailer  thus  indulged  his  gossiping  pro- 
pensity, the  Zingaro  eagerly  continued  to  eat  and  drink  { 
and  as  from  time  to  time  his  dark  eye  flashed  upwards, 
it  would  kindle  with  hope  revived,  and  reveal  a  thour 
sand  thick^eoming  fancies  of  liberty  and  vengeance. 
In  a  few  moments  Nicola  rose  to  depart. 

*'  Adieu  till  mom,  Zingaro,"  he  said ;  '^  eat  thy  last 
supper,  and  sleep  soundly ;  fear  not  to  be  awakened  in 
hanging  time — ^ha,  ha,  ha !  Nay,  no  anger  at  my  jest ! 
thou  wouldst  like  Well  enough  to  lidt  to  it  this  time  toh 
morrow*" 

The  door  again  closed ;  the  bolts  again  jarred  on  the 

ear ;  and  the  Zingaro  was  .once  more  alone.     But  he 

was  no  longer  the  inanimate  log  that  for  so  many  hours 

had  Isun  without  exhibiting  one  sign  of  life  or  motion; 
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but  alert,  aiiilive,  and  stbniitg,  i/^tk  a  glane«  like  the 
hawk,  and  with  vigour  and  ingenuity  equal  to  his  wttl. 

First,  with  the  aftststance  of  his  tne^  he  managed  to 
spread  before  him  hts  capa^  and  then,  from  a  secret 
pouch  within  Its  folds  he  drew  forth  the  hidden  imple- 
ments for  procuring  light,  wydt  e^ver  formed  a  part  of 
his  mafm>^^uickly  and  ekilfoUy  using  hi»  partiatiy 
freed  hands,  he  succeeded  in  the  first  part  of  hni  »]>- 
tempt;  when  holding  over  the  light  the  bonds  wlueh 
confined  his  wrists,  he  sat,  partiatiy  feeding  the  flame, 
until  the  stout  cords  gave  way.  His  hands  thus  Aree, 
he  waved  them  in  triumph  and  diankKgivmg  towards  tlie 
star  still  shining  brightly  upon  him ;  and  in  an  incred)> 
bly  shdrt  space  of  tune  he,  by  umilar  process,  freed  his 
feet  from  bondnge,  though  not  without  some  suffering 
from  the  flames.  As  the  last  turn  of  the  lashing  was 
unwound,  he  sprung  from  the  floor,  ahd  attempted  to 
«tand  erect,  but  the  cramped  trembling  joints  fuled  ti6 
support  him,  and  he  fell  back  powerless  upon  his  straw ; 
by  degrees,  however,  he  restored  ^e  circulation  to  Ids 
benumbed  and  sore-scorched  limbs,  until  they  once 
more  became  capable  of  their  wonted  eitertion^ 

As  the  night  advanced  he  boldly  proceeded  in  his 
plan.  First,  tearing  down  a  large  portiiMi  of  the  tapes- 
try, he  passed  his  hands  along  &e  walls  of  his  prison ; 
on  three  sides  his  views  were  opposed  by  solid  stone ; 
the  fourth  he  discovered,  with  confirmed  hope,  to  be  of 
stout  wainscot.  Bat  whither  did  the  next  room  beyond 
iead  to  ?  or  by  whom  might  it  now  be  occupied  T  OouM 
nature  support  tli^  dense  smoke  that  must  aitt^d  his 
attempt  to  bum  a  passage  through  here,  for  the  escape 
of  which  sAM^e  not  an  outlet  exfeted,  excepting  the 
window  high  overhead,  any  effort  to  breadc  which  would 
alahn  the  yet  Wakeful  inhabitants  of  the  castell,  before 
his  purpose  could  be  half^ffeoted.  Then  came  the 
more  horrid  suggestion,  might  he  not,  ere  the  stout  oak 
gave  way  before  the  flames,  himself  perish  miserably, 
tortured  by  airain  dream  of  fVeedom,  while  his  limbs 
withered  within  the  folds  of  llie  terrible  agent  whose 
•aid  he  was  about  to  invoke.    Thesei  and  a  thousand 
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•dienr  fearful  imagmings^  swept  through. the  prisoner's 
mind,  as  he  busily  c^lected  a  poi^ioa  of  his  straw) 
together  with  sooie  of  the  dry  and  mouldering,  tapestry^ 
so  as  to  form  a  heap  of  combustibles  immediately  be^ 
neath  the  ^svainscot. - 

Thus  prepared,  ere  he  applied  the  light,  he  again  fixed 
his  eyes  upon,  the  windowi  as  if  he  expected  from  the 
star  of  his  wild  faith  soma  evident  and  visible  sign  to 
direct  him.  He  now  looked  in  vain ;  the  star  shone  no 
longer  upon  him^  For  a  moment  a  shade  of  doubt 
clouded  his  brow,  ere  he  interpreted  this  change :  then 
bending  low  his  head  he  ciied — 

**  Thou  art  gone :  thou  wilt  no  longer  l***  thy  free  rays 
linger  within  these  thrice-accursed  wall?  of  dtone — ^thou 
art  gone,  to  light  up  the  dark  mountain  and  the  silver 
stream)  and  thou  callest  on  thy  son  to  follow  thy  free 
couiise,  or  die  (— ^ver-blessed  stai^  of  my  fathers,  be 
thou  obeyed !" 

As  he  concluded,  he  again  bowed  IdW  his  head  With 
a  solemn  earnestness  of  voice  and  manner,  that  fully 
bespoke  his  ardent  faith  in  the  strange  creed  he  held. 

He  touched  with  his  light  a  selected  portion  of  the 
straW)  and  the  ^ame  rose  fiercely  against  the  sturdjf 
wainscot-,  that  seemed  in  its  strength  to  defy  the  puny 
effort. 

The  ZingarO  patiently  sat  crouching  upon  his  hams, 
and  from  time  to  time  carefully  fed  tlie  slow  fire^  whteh^ 
by  degrees^  gave  certain  evidence  of  its  subtle  and  in- 
sidious power  lipon  the  surface  of  the  blistering,  black; 
ened  oak. 

A  little  while  longer,  and  the  wainscot  began  itself 
to  assist  in  its  own  destruction  t  the  bluish  fiame  that  at 
first  had  but  flickered  for  a  moment,  unsteadily  and  by 
fits  upon  its  surface,  seiemed  all  at  once  to  fix  its  hold 
with  a  tenacity  not  to  be  again  shook  ofif,  and  in  a  mo^ 
ment  after,  it  rushed  in  fierce  triumph  over  the  hissing 
wood. 

The  emoke  became  dense,  even  to  sufibcatran :  never^ 
thelese,  stretched  at  fuU  length,  with  his  face  clom 
to  the  floor,  the  Zingaro  continued  for  a  long  tim«  t4 
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ettdure  diis  8ufil»ritig,  as  he  carefully  fed  and  directed  fSbA 
fiames,  whieh,  to'  his  hopes,  gave  ptomise  of  freedom  ( 
btit  at  length  the  heait  and  smoke  combined  might  no 
longer  be  borne  with  Hfe»  Thus  made  reckless  of  the 
consequences,  he  suddenly  started  up,  and  seiaing  tK^ 
Vessel  which  contained  his  supply  of  water,  he  aimed 
it  against  the  lofty  window;  the  immediate  shiver  of 
iklling  glass  which  followed  bespoke  the  success  of 
his  effort,  while  the  huge  mass  of  smoke,  ItAing  itself 
quickly  upwaids,  left  the  floor  comparatively  free  fMr 
breathing.  ,  ' 

The  dangerous  consequences  which  had  made  him 
so  long  deifer  this  movement,  as  he  foresaw,  almost  tm- 
inediately  followed.  Fh'st  was  heard  the  hraez  of  many 
mingled  voiced,  -gathering  in  the  court  below,  to  mark 
die  thick  smoke  as  it  tdled  through  the  broken  win- 
dow; then*  followed  an  eager  cry  for  the  key&of  the 
tapestried  chamber.  Not  an  instant  wae  to  be  lost ; 
and  no  sooner  did  iflie  prisoner  hear  these  sounds,  than 
gathering  together  the  stout  cords  which  had  bound  hie 
feet  and  hands,  he  with  their  aid  firmly  secured  the 
door  inside;  a  work  barely  accomplished  before  he 
heard  the  quick  tread  of  feet,  and  the  hasty  withdraw- 
ing 0f  bolts ;  the  heavy  lock  next  turned  in  its  wardt, 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  thrust  open  the  door. 

•*  Santa  Maria !  His  fast  within  !"  cried  a  voice  the 
prisoner  recognised  for  Nicola*s :  «*  *tis  the  body  of  the 
poor  Zingaro,  doubtless,  that  has  fallen  agamst  it^— 
push  stoutly,  together,  lads** — but  the  door  again  with- 
stood their  united  efforts.  *'Get  axe  and  hummer 
Quickly,  some  of  yon,**  continued  Nicola ;  **  the  fire  is 
oertainly  here;  *twas  never  a  spark  from  my  lamjl 
surely  when  I  took  the  lad  his  supper.  Ring  out  the 
great  bell ;  call  up  my  lord,  the  baron,  or  he  will  be 
burned  in  his  bed  else,  like  the  poor  heathen  within, 
whose  flesh  I  can  plainly  hear  sputtering  like  chestnuct . 
a-roasting.** 

A  Sttceefttion  of  atordy  blows  rebounded  from  the 
•iittanoe,  and  immediately  the  Zhigaro  tried  vA^  fail 
fikii  to  force  the  crackling  wainsGOt,  bitt;  it  reftised  M 
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gtfB  way.  How  to  gun  more  time  !  dlready  th«  door 
was  rent  from  its  hinges  and  had  been  down,  but  that 
the  assailants  had  retreated  from  the  first  burst  of 
smoke,  calling  loudly  for  watser. 

The  Zingaro  saw  at  once  that  now  or  never  eame  the 
deoisive  monent—^athermg  therefore  the  remainder  of 
his  straw  and  other  fuel,  he  quickly  heaped  it  before  the 
forced  door,  and  just  as  this  was  falling  inwards,  he 
flcmg  a  blazing  mass  upon  the  ready  pile — a  wall  of 
fire  in  an  instant  supplied  the  place  of  the  barrier  jual 
beaten  down,  and  the  terrified  water-bearers  ran  from 
the  spot,  with  cries  of  horror,  as  they  caught  a  glimpse 
of  the  dark  fbnn  beyond,  which  appeared  to  move 
calmly  and  untouched  amid  the  blaze. 

Ih  a  lew  moments  the  fallen  door  l»egaa  to  add  fresh 
fuel  to  the  fire ;  the  great  bell,  too,  rung  out  the  awfiil 
sound  of  flame.  Drunk  with  the  smoke,  and  maddened 
wiih  the  pain  of  his  half-bumed  hands,  the  Zingaro 
also  prepared  for  his  last  desperate  effort  He  cov* 
ered  his  head  and  shoulders  with  thickened  folds  of  his 
capa,  retired  a  few  paces  from  the  now  smouldering 
wainscot,  then,  rousing  his  whole  force  for  the  attempt 
he  rushed  forward  and  dashed  himself  sideways  against 
It.  The  half-burned  boards  burst  before  his  weight, 
and,  whelmed  amid  the  blazing  mb,  he  rolled  into  the 
next  apartment. 

Shaking  the  buioing  embers  from  about  him,  he  hur* 
tied  aciross  the  nnoccupied  and  unfurnished  room,  and 
cpening  Uie  door,  enta^d  the  passage  beyond.  On  the 
instant  a  voice  arrested  his  step : 

"  Who  art  thou  T  demanded  a  man,  advancing  hastily 
from  an  adjoining  door,  holding  high  a  lamp, — **  why 
am  I  thus  rudely  aroused,  and  whence  this  peal  of  wild 
alarm  T'  The  Zingaro  turned  upon  the  inquirar*  and 
the  light  flashed  upon  his  face.  Had  the  mastw-fiend 
himself,  clothed  in  all  his  terrors,  met  Mirialva's  sight 
— ^for  he  was  the  speaker — he  could-  not  have  looked 
more  dismayed  than  he  now  did,  as  he  gazed  upon  his 
late  prisoner,  blackened  with  smoke,  and  with  garments 
glowing  from  the  sparks  of  fire  which  still  clung  to  them. 
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^  What  demon  art  thau  /"  again  demanded  the  baravr^ 
as  he  stepped  back  towards  the  nearly  closed  door  of 
the  room  just  left  by  his  sentenced  prisoner,  '^  speak  V* 

Demoniac  indeed  was  the  look  the  gipsy  cast  upon 
his  p^ud  foe,  ss^with  a  voice  of  thnnckr  he  shouted, 

^^Lo  Zingm-oT  Then  bounding  forward  with  a 
tiger-spring  he  dashed  the  bewildered  baron  into  the 
apartment  already  half-filled  with  flames,  and  closing 
the  door,  quickly  drew  the  bolts^  He  then  turned  into 
Mirialva^s  now  vacant  bedchamber,  tore  from  the 
sumptuous  couch  and  windows  the  silken  ccnds  which 
draped  the  curtains,  and  by  their  £nd  descended  with 
speed  and  safety  into  the  private  garden  of  the  castdlo. 

Already  flames  were  bursting  from  the  closely  barred 
windows  of  the  room  which  held  the  wretched  JVCri- 
alva.  The  Zingaro  paused  for  a  moment  and  looked 
upwards — ^a  wild  screani  for  **  help !"  burst  ujion  his  ear 
' — a  roar  Of  cui^es  and  loud  langfater  foUowed.  This  last 
was  the  domestics  in  the  gallery,  who  thus  mocked 
what  they  took  for  the  cries  of  the  suffering  Zingaro* 
A  yet  wilder  and  more  piercing  cry  of  agony  again 
filled  the  air — and  again  was  it  echoed  by  fresh  yells 
of  savage  mockery. 

^  Ha !"  exclaimed  the  listener,  ^  these  shrieks  should 
have  been  minei  and  such  the  laughter  that  would  have 
greeted  my  agonies !  Ha,  ha,  ha !  roar  on,  ye  ac* 
cursed ;  let  ydui'  shouts  of  joy  ring  in  the  ears  of  your 
unheeded,  burnmg  lord :  and  may  the  fiends  <^  Eblis 
redouble  your  cries,  as  his  black  soul  is  hurled  amid 
their  eternal  fires !" 

Dashing  the  hot  sweat  from  his  scathed  brow,  the 
gipsy  made  for  the  olive-grove,  and  vrith  great  difr 
cidty  held  his  way,  until,  exhausted,  he  sunk  upon  the 
Ivelcome  margin  of  the  calm  waters  of  Gli  FmiH 
&Amore. 
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CHAPTER  IV, 

On  a  gentle  emmenee,  at  the  foot  of  the  Vomeio» 
stood  the  palace  of  the  Conradini^  in  the  midst  of  iiixu- 
riant  vineyards,  and  immediately  encircled  by  a  private 
garden  of  some  extent,  beautifully  laid  out,  and  evincing 
a  more  careful  superintendence  than  is  usually  bestowed . 
in  Italy  upon  such  preserves.  For  in  this  favoured  cli- 
mate nature  has  showered  so  generally  on  every  ver- 
dant spot  her  beauties-  of  tree  and  flower,  that  the 
wealthy  have  little  inducement  to  enclose  for  private 
luxury  exotics  which  may  be  enjoyed  by  the  meanest 
serf  who  cultivates  his  native  fields. 

To  the  palace  of  his  ancestors,  the  Gonte  Luigt  had 
at  once  borne  his  youthful  bride,  for  such  he  h^  legally 
made  her.  Fast  as  the  church  could  bind  them,  they 
were  now  one ;  and  although  his  father  would  not  be- 
come a  party  to  an  unworthy  bargain  to  obtam  a  daagh- 
ter-iii-law,  he  was  not  in  his  heart  sorry  to  find  that  the 
happiness  of  his  son  was  secured  without  such  a  com 
promise ;  and  although  Luigi's  attempt  would,  had  it  been 
known  to  htm,  have  been  met  by  his  fixed  opposition, 
the  die  being  fairly  cast,  he  received  his  son  with  for- 
giveness, and  his  new-made  daughter  with  a  cordial 
welcome  and  a  father's  blessing. 

Letters  were  immediately  despati^ed  to  the  Baton  di 
Muialva,  to  suggest  to  him  the  necessity  of  fulfilling 
the  contract  entered  into  by  his  deceased  brother,  or 
otherwise  preparing  to  abide  the  king's  judgment  and 
probable  displeasure ;  for  to  the  foot  of  the  thr<me,  im- 
mediately upon  a  refussil,  Conradini  reserved  to  bear 
the  claims  of  his  son,  and  appeal  to  the  justice  of  his 
4M>vereign. 

The  messenger  despatched  with  the  above  demand 
had  now  been  absent  the  full  time  necessary  for  his 
E3 
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journey,  arid  Jiatirly  expecting  his  arrival,  the  (jdaiii 
Luigi  and  his  bride  sat  beneath  a  veranda  that  com- 
^nanded  an  ample  view  of  the  lovely  bay. 

The  moon  was  slowly  rising  in  her  fullest  majesty^ 
ind  had  already  silvered  with  her  light  the  edges  of 
ihe  lofty  cliffs,  rising  high  over  the  picturesque  Castel 
d'Ovo,  which  was  itself  lost  in  their  deep  shadows. 
The  classic  isles  beyond  just  showed  in  the  extreme 
distance  like  globes  of  silver  floating  on  the  dark  bosom 
of  tlte  glassy  sea.  Not  far  removed  might  be  heard 
the  cries  of  the  fishermen,  as  they  hauled  their  boats 
above  the  reach  of  the  waters<  accompanied  by  the 
hoarse  low  roar  of  the  surfi  rolling  in  round  the  long- 
continued  line  of  beach/  Nearer  the  palace  all  was 
thrown  into  deep  shadow  by.tlie  stately  silver  p^nes, 
which,  planted  in  thick  rows,  covered  it  in  front,  like  a 
noble  guard,  while  many  clumps  of  sweetly-scented 
shrubs  were  made  to  encroach  to  within  a  jfew  paces 
of  the  windo\^  where  sat  tha  lovers. 

Constanza  listened  with  a  charmed  ear  to  her  lord, 
as  he  pointed  out  the  various  beauties  of  the  seene» 
with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  a  poet,  and  with  the  k)ve  of 
a  patriot  lor  his  native  Naples. 

''  Bat  the  night  air  is  freshening,  and  you,  love,  must 
be  weatied  widi  my  legends  of  the  past  glories  of  Na- 
ples, and  of  imperial  Capri  and  its  horrors.  They  are 
twice  dear  to  me,  for  they  are  associated  with  my  eveiy 
childish  joy  and  sorrow.  They  first  stole  on  my  won- 
dering eager  ears,  in  all  the  exaggerated  detail  of^  my 
good  old  nurse,  and  were,  in  after-days,  made  the  re- 
ward of  well-doing,  as  on  this  very  spot  they  were 
described  in  the  grandeur  of  simple  history,  made  stHl 
more  noble  by  the  glowing  eloquence  of  my  aged  pre- 
ceptor, the  excellent  Carlo  Mattel*  Cop:ie,  we  will 
enter  the  apartment-^see,  the  lamps  are  already  lighted : 
come,  and  you  shall  »hame  my  tediqusness  by  playinjg 
one  of  those  wild  mountain-airs  we  have  so  often  sung 
together,  as  we  sauntered  through  your  sweet  valley 
of  Salmona." 

^  Ah  !'^  said  Constanza,  with  a  sigh,  as  the  recdlee-' 
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fiSon  of  her  own  birthplace  rose  firesh  upon  her  memory, 
^  loved  valley !  shall  I  ever  again  behold  thee  ?  ever 
Hgain  wander  by  those  clear  waters,  where  I  have  so 
pften  bounded  on  the  light  foot  of  childhood  f* 

**  And  in  the  young  days  of  our  love,  too,**  whispered 
JLuigL  ^'  Oh,  fear  not,  dearesi ;  your  uncle  will  scarce 
dare  abide  ihe  sovereign's  command,  which  he  knows 
must  follow  my  father's  appeal.  He  wiU  yield  to 
strong  necessity,  doubt  not ;  and  soon  again  ahall  you 
sit  in  the  antique  haH  of  your  castello,  and  sing  to  me 
|;hc  country's  gentle  songs  in  praise  of  love's  own  poet 
and  ISalmona's  pride." 

Together  they  now  entered  the  apartment,  throwing 
wide  the  casement,  which  opened  to  the  ground.  Cour 
stanza  seated  herself  opposite  to  it,  ajid  in  a  Wnt  of 
ansious  melancholy,  continued : — 

"  I  know  not,  my  Luigi,  what  so  oppresses  ne,  but 
my  heart  is  ever  s^  anon  sei^e,d  with  a  throbbing 
which  threatens  even  to  burst  it?  my  mind,  too,  has 
been  all  this  day  filled  with  dismal  fancies." 

"  What  can  chill  th.ee  thus  V*  answered  the  conte,  as 
Jie  fondly  pressed  with  his  lips  her  marble  brow.  "  Thou 
art  happy,  my  own  Constanza  V 

Beaming  with  tenderness,  she  fixed  her  gazelle-Jik© 
ffea  upon  her  lord,  as  she  repUed^- 

."  Happy  !  Luigi,  am  I  not  with  thee  ?  Am  I  not  thine, 
^w&  Constanza?  But  would  that  this  tardy  courier 
were  returned ;  you  know  not  the  fierce  nature  of  Carr 
lette  di  Mirialva.  ^Tien  I  reflect  on  his  hatred,  on  his 
dazing,  on  his  vengeance — oh !  Luigi,  can  I  spesdc  it  ? 
but  at  this  hour  your  life  is  perhaps  only  held  at  the  will 
of  tite  most  pro^igate,  the  most  reckless  of  men." 

"Tush,  tush  I  this  is  indeed  wild  dreaming:  -  ' 
do  you  think  Mirialva  has  no  fears  for  hir^^  *^at, 

well  he  knows  my  father's  vigour,  -  ,^elf t  Top 
power,  to  tempt,  by  any  evil  wr^  .  ^aid  our  house!s 
assured  destruction.  I  wr- '  .  -^aght  on  me,  his  own 
tain  of  the  safety  of  --***«  I  were  but  half  as  cer- 

fear  me,  waft  j*''  ^  •  fl  P<>?^  Zingaro  ally;  but  he,' I 
:vcry  hour,  *\^^  ^^^u      ^l  ^^""^^     ^  ^^^^  give,  this 
,,  ^e  best  horse,  hound,  ^d  hawl^  I  own  \g 
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save  him  from  jeopardy,  and  that  is  higber  piiciiig  tlian 
was  ever  before  pot  on  him  or  axiy  of  his  kind.'' 

^  They  are  indeed  a  wayward,  but  also  a  sore-8ufier« 
ing  race,**  replied  Constanza :  *^  bm  if  ever  I  am  again 
restored  to  the  seat  of  uy  fathers,  you,  Luigi,  mast  look 
to  their  better  ordering,  even  for  the  sake  of  him  who 
read  my  fortune  by  the  springs  of  Gli  Fonti  D^Amore.^ 

*'  And  died  to  have  that  fortune  fairly  sped,**  added 
^  oonte.  ^  Even  the  lynx  may  be  tamed  to  love,  and 
I  will  waste  some  kindness  on  that  rude  race,  but  I  will 
mend  their  sad  condition,  even  for  his  sake  who  helped 
me  to  the  sweetest  bride  Salmona  ever  saw,  or  Ovid 
Bung ;  that  is,  provided  she  belie  her  sex  and  change 
not.'' 

A  look  of  love  and  pride  beamed  from  the  eyes  of 
Ck>nstanza,  as,  striking  her  lyre,  she  prettily  echoed 
^  word  ^  change^  and  sang — 

**  For  ever  thine  this  heftrt— 
Feel  bow  it  beete  for  tlia«, 
And  while  it  beats,  this  heart  of  mine 
Win  answer  erery  throb  of  thtne 
With  truest  sympathy ; 
Thine,  thine,  aione ! 

For  erer  thine  this  heart- 
All  else  may  chipnge,  and  be ; 

But  this,  thy  heart,  no  change  cm  own. 

For  thee  it  beats,  ibr  thee  alone, 
And  breaks,  east  offby  thee;  . ,  .  . 

Thine,  thine,  9looe! 

Fir  ever  thhie  tUB  heart— 

Ail  else  beneath  the  skies. 
The  grass,  the  flower,  earth,  air,  and  sea, 
Mm  pass  away,  again  to  be; 
"*  The  heart— fbr  ever  dies— 

Thine,  tUne,  alone! 

The  eonte  rose  in  delight  from  his  lady's  feet,  whoire 

^  had  thrown  himself  to  listen  to  her  melody;  the 

*^es  of  her  sweet  voice  had  not  yet  melted  into 

last  to*.         "^  *  slight  movement  was  heard  at  the 

the  air  wht»-        ^^  ^Dic^  coward  and  fool!"  were 

window— the  woi-      ^  ^r  aad  piercing,  though  hardly 

articulated,  in  tones  cte^        •»  deep  groao  and  a  heavy 

uttered  above  the  breath ;  one        ^  before. 

fell  followed— and  aU  was  s"*®^*^     .  "•  to  the  windQW, 

The  come  started,  and  pas8e4  hostil>  . 
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^«ie~t<^whu;li  heiat  once  obserred^thebodjr  of  Ih^  lUIcA 
maiti.'  Ii«  stooped  over  t]^  farm ;  he  prqibsed  iii9  bftn4 
upon  ^ ]iear(  7  btif  k  beatno  moce ;  Ufa Imd fled \rMi 
the  last  sound.  He  was  just  opening  his  lips  tq  oal) 
Arr  ajidy  whea  a*  l0w  hiaB4  i^tting.£rDiii  the  thick  (»lump 
df  'i^hMilie  e{osem  fab  fiont^ cauaed  hto  ^  r$^ hil 
hei^d.-  Wfaaiti  was  hiesnipviiw^  when  fiiQ.ia  the  Ugh| 
<^'€hie  meonbeamt  with  head  unQO¥ered»  be  beheld  tba 
w<dl4e^^eMfe«redfeatikve8  of  ihe  Zingftio 

"Ha P^ exeUdrndd  the  kdnte,  ^ thaa alkFOr aad her^ t 
How  meata»a)l  this  I  apeak!  P     , 

<<  iKaiiisfeiinio^  signior  mio,?' wh^med  Itte  gipa^;  <^i| 
ii^  Ul^spieafcittg  too  lead  of.a  dea&  done  wheife  <n^-o 
ednfeqsioiifliay  beovsrheavdb^moro  than  the  pfiest4 
Bm  fearadthing-now:  fijft  assvre  thy  lady's  eileitce ; 
fyt;  if  ydu  remeniiber,  ray  faee  wan  aot  altogs^er  aftev 
h^r  My&fif  when  Istst  fdie  saw  it,  and  I  pixMiaiee  yOu  it  ia 
fiotlKnycH-iniproved in  ooneliness  siiuse ;  a  ery firom  he? 
H)^s  iMiy  migiht  peril  me  to  :the>luU  aa  much  as  it  did 
before^  ^drb^»y  life  I  have  ho  miad  for  anothor  eiieb 
adventiirei.''  .    ,  - 

The  Oonte  Laigi  tuniediato  the  ehan»ber,  where 
Constanza  sat  as  if  spellbound :  she  had  heard  the 
gtoan,  had  seeki  h^'hxMband^B  .moYement  towards  the 
sound,  but  at  that  moment  her  over-excited  aerres  failed 
benea^  the  shock,  and  ahe  reskained  witlaiut  the  f)io wer 
of  speech  or  motion. 

**  Be  no  longer  alirmed,  dearesi  CoDstamia*  *  mur- 
mured the  conte,  trying  to  reassare  his  gentle  ivife ; 
^t'^tis  notbing';' ^iM^y  a  faithful  variety  who  is  now  ^h- 
oat,  and  niftiose  appearance  hitherto  has  erer  beeii  to 
us  a  harbinger  of  joy.  Come,  cheer  thee  to  hear  ih^ 
marvdl  of  his  coming;  ^>eroh^ee  thy  anele  ha3  relented, 
and  so  released  this  trusty  ksave  as  a  true  pled^  o£ 
to  wish  to'cohcilkile." 

«•  Israel  not,  oh  I  trast  not  to  the  barony?  exelaimed 
Constansa,  wildly,  drawing  the  conte  nearer  to  hert 
f*  foi^  ll&^^  is  danger,  mytesbaad,  aad  the  preeaoce  of 
^e  Zhigaro  speaks  it.  Iliat  fearful  greaa  lop  t  Oh  I 
saidt  not «i9  seal foietolad^evilt  lmg^tfiywH\09 
10 
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finnly  on  the  feith  of  this  strange  being;  mai^r  and 
fearful  are  tfee  tales  told  of  his  people's  treachery, 
aad  few  and  bold  are  they  who  place  deep  trust  m 

them."  , 

"  Nay,  be  not  unmindftd  of  his  true  servicei  lOTe. 
Remember,  I  owe  to  it  aU  my  present  joys,  «l^  evm 
those  joys  I'd  freely  pledge  upon  his  faith;  bo  not 
alarmed,  and  he  shall  himself  speak  out  his  errand, 
Luigi  beckoned  the  Zingaro  to  advance:  wiih  a  glance 
of  bitter  scero,  he  planted  his  foot  upon  the  corpse 
stretched  in  his  way,  and  at  once  stepped  mto  toe 
apartment  Constanza  shrunk  within  herself;  9f  doubt- 
mgly  she  gazed  upon  his  features.  He  was,  in  truthi 
much  changed ;  his  face  and  neck  were  in  wany  places 
disfigured  by  blotches  of  deep  red,  these  contrasted  but 
ai  with  ks  natural  hue :  his  once  luxuriant  hair,  too, 
was  almost  gone ;  in  some  places  it  was  rfiom  quite 
close  to  the  blackened  scalp,  while  here  and  there  a 
stray  lock  remained,  no  longer  flowing  graceftdiya* 
before,  but  shrivelled  and  bristling  from  his  head.  Hm 
eye  alone  retained  its  native  lustre,  and  bespoke  that, 
though  all  without  was  altered,  the  ardent  soul  within 
still  remained  unchanged.  * 

Bending  low  to  the  lady,  he  calmly  stood  as  if  wait- 
ing question^ 

'•  When,"  demanded  die  conte,  ^  didst  thou  lelnre  the 
CastelldiMirialvar 
"  On  the  eve  of  your  past  Sabbath." 
**  By  good  leatve,  or — ^  • 

«*  Even  by  the  way  you  entered  it — Ahe*  window ;  no 
bad  way  either^  when  a  man  needs  more  haste  than 
help." 

^  How !  You  escaped  fvOm  durance,  then^  and  with- 
out the  baron's  knowledge !" 

"Not  so,  either,  signor;  the  baron  learned, tbougjh 
somewhat  at  die  latest,  I  was  about  to  q[uit  his  hoe^able 
keeping." 

»  Thou  speakest  somewhat  in  riddles,  Z^ngaro.  I 
have  a  courier  despatched  to  the  baron :  kmywest  than 
Ins  pttsent  hnmour-^ow  will  my  servant  find  him !" 
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^He  may  not  well  fiod  himy  conte,  without  first 
<]iiitting  yoiBr  servioer** 

•*How6or 

^  Because  he  whom  he  seeks  no  longer  lives.^ 

•'Ha!'* — OonstaiBa  sprung  ffom  the  couch — *«my 
uncle  dead  !** 

■'  «•  Start  no^  lady,'*  coolly  re]{Aied  the  SKngaro,  «  and 
speak  not  over-loud,  for  I  stay  not  your  questioning  on 
roses.  In  brief,  you  are  now,  thaoiks  to  my  fortune, 
«tice  more  in  safety;  may  return  to  your  fair  domam, 
and  live  free  and  fearless,  for  your  worst  enemy  is  no 
more;  he  has  died  the  death  that  best  may  fit  him  for 
the  after-Ufe.  He  was  bumtl — burnt  wi&in  that  very 
house  he  held  from  his  brothei^s  child :  he  was  swept 
from  life  planning  the  lihisery  of  her  to  whom  he  should 
have  proved  a  sworn  protector.'* 

**  Merciful  God,  assoilze  his  soul !"  fervently  prayed 
Constanza. 

"The  fire  was  accidental!"  demanded  the  conte, 
closely  regarding  the  man  as  he  spoke.  He  smiled 
grimly  as,  lowering  his  voice,  he  answered  with  fearM 
earnestness,—' 

"  The  flames  were  lighted  by  me,  to  aid  my  escape 
firom  bondage  and  from  certain  death.  What !  did  the 
slaves  dunk  to  keep  the  falcon  and  not  hood  his  eyes  ! 
Did  they  leave  to  the  Zingaro  one  glimpse  of  the  clear 
light  of  heaven,  and  look  to  have  him  yield  without  a 
struggle  the  life  that  light  made  deart 
*  **  l^ourged  Kke  a  hound,  till  my  veiy  bones  lay  bared 
to  their  lewd  mockery,  I  was  bound  and  thrown  aside 
to  wait  till  their  pleasure  served  to  hang  me.  Was  I 
to  bide  their  coming?  No !  I  fired  the  detested  den 
that  held  me,  and  broke  once  more  to  freedom  from  its 
blazing  ndns  as  they  crumbled  round  me. 

**Thus  at  liberty,  I  had,  perchance,  contented  me 
with  my  escape,  but  the  ill  spirit  of  the  baron  threw 
him  in  that  wild  moment  across  my  way.  Smarting 
fh)m  the  fire  I  scarce  had  hoped  to  five  through,  I  saw 
my  pain,  my  hopes  made  by  his  presence  in  an  instant 
Toid,  and  fresh  tortures  again  awaiting  me.   One  instant 
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eflbit  ptbmised  both  saf^y  abd  r&fwgt,  J  hbWj^ 
madly  made  the  venture.  Beh6kl!.I  am^safe-^aa 
revenged.  Even  now  his  shriek  from  that  ffloufclenng 
chamber  of  death  souada  again,  in  my.^aiV'itnd  .more 
ihan  ansvei58  all  my  $uffering8.  He  la.  na  uiort  I  and 
you,  Conte  Luigi,  are  now  free  to  live. 

'« Return  to  yoiar  caatelloi  lady;  'tia  iiftk^  the'^^orae 
for  the  airing  I  have  given  }L .  I  iread  ytau  fw  fottmia^ 
and  you  have  found  it;  may.it  ever  bid0  ^iHth^youi 
Signor,  I  owed  you, a  lifa;,Yfe  are  now-  If eely  .^okuA 
for  I  have  saved  you  this  Bight  from  as  suddfen  a«i  end- 
ing as  awaited  oaerthat  day  whea  the  huBtQr'a-l>^t W4MI 
d^wn  round  my  thioat  m  tha  fov^at  of  Yeail&o*^ 

'^  How!  my  life — ^oman  yofiilmtr-  .  ..f 

''Look  on  this  €arrion«'V continued  the  ZiD|paro^4^ 
he  turned  over  the  i>ody  of  the  slain  man  with,  his  is^\ 
^  stoop  dowm  and  loaow  that  evil  face."  -- 

It  was  the  countenance  of  Jocope,  for  ma^y  y«af» 
the  porter  of  the  CasteHvdi  Mirialva."  ./  T 

"What!''  said  Lui^^  ''would  this  man.  have  atnifik 
the  husband  of  his  oU  master's  dbdldr' 

"tfef  interrupted  the  Zingaro,  "he  woujd  b^ve 
struck  the  husband  of  the  mo^er,th^  bqre  him  for 
half  the  price  sel  upon  your  ^ad*  On  my  ^p^pe^f 
sought  out  this  traitor,  and  caught  him  gro>vjdling  on;  a 
wrong  scent.  Unseen  and  uneuspected  J  ^oon  foimd 
means  to  set  him  right:  once  weillaid  on  the.tn^k  I 
knew  he*d  stick  to  it*  v     'r  :'     .  :• . 

"  What !"  cried  Constanza,  shuddqriqgt  "  yo^  guided 
him  the  way  to  murder?^  .  . 

.  "  Truly,  lady,  I  left  him  not  unguide^ ;  for  firona  th^ 
hour  I  slept  when  he  slept«  and  when  he  rpse  t  xpsa^ 
I  breathed  as  he  breathed,  moved  as  he  moved :  we 
had  but  one  shadow  in  the  sun ;  but  he  drean^ed.  VfJ^ 
of  this :  full  surely  I  guided  him,  even  to  his  purpose 
and  his  end.  He  was  blinded  to  my  wish  by  the  iptoi:^ 
ised  gold ;  it  ever  glittered  before  lus  eyes,  and  he  saw 
no  oUier object.  Hut  it  is  passed,. and. behold  wh.ere 
he  lies !  Mark,  signor,  his  hand  is  on  tbe  lock  of  ^e 
petronel  whose  report  was  to  have  pronounced  you  a 
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tiorpse,  and  him  master  of  a  thousand  dacats.  I 
^ratched  his  seipent-cnvvd  to  this  veiy  spot;  I  saw  the 
felon-sparkle  of  his  eye ;  I  heard  the  short  panting  of 
fus  hated  hreath,  and  marked  has  deadly  aim;  but  me 
ie  saw  not,  heard  not,  till  he  felt  my  blow;*' 

**  Heavens !"  cried  Oonstanza,  <•  an  instant  later  and 
the  murder  had  been  done.** 

The  Zingaro  smiled.  "  No,  lady,  tWnk  not  f  rested 
upon  less  than  surety — ^his  trusty  petronel  a  truer  iriend 
^  mine  had  rendered  harmless.  BUnAy  he  incurred 
the  penalty  without  the  chance  of  murder.'* 

^  Strange  being,"  inquired  the  conte,  ^  why  not  have 
informed  me  of  my  danger,  and  left  his  pumshment  to 
justice  f 

"What I  wodd  justice  better  have  revenged  my 
stripes  than  my  own  right  hand  has  done  t  That  one 
blow  struck,  1  am  again  a  man,  and  the  mark  of  the 
iash  will  be  no  longer  my  shame.  Froth  my  mother's 
i>reast,  until  the  dark  hour,  but  one  hand  ever  inflicted 
disgrace  on  my  free  body — this  hand  it  was." 

He  let  the  lifeless  limb  which  he  had  grasped  fall 
upon  the  path,  and  contemptuously  gazed  upon  it 

-**Butwhy,**  said  the  count,  "when  you  knew  his 
purpose,  why  let  him  proceed  so  near  to  the  ^iMhnem 
of  ins  bloody  errand  ?** 

"Ha,  ha!  >Conte  Lingi,  thiiik  yon  his  mere  death 
«ould  appease  my  vengeance  1  No'!  I  am  well  learned, 
that 'by  Are  creed  you  hold  crime  once  determined  on 
is  dedt  with  by  your  Ood  as  cnme  already  done. 
Look  there ! — ^read<^  resolve  to  murder  stamped  upon 
his  brow.  Even  with  his  last  thought  upon  the  bloody 
tun,  the  damning  wish  recorded  on  his  heart,  ijie  instru- 
ment of  death,  too,  in  his  hand,  I  smote  himi  and, 
widiout  one  prayer  fiar  mercy,  his  soul  is  gone  to  its 
eternal  account  Like  his  gratitude  is  also  the  ven- 
geance of  lo  Zingaro — senza  limito  f  But  hark !  I 
hear  approaching  footsteps." 

He  now  gave  a  long,  sharp  hiss — a  young  female 
was  in  an  instant  by  his  side. 

<*<Zea,^  he  said,  ^ihere  stands  the  man  for  whom 
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you  haTe  laboiuwd;  tbe  <wily  iiia^  whi?  ever  sayed  ,qt 
spared  any  of  our  race.  Thank  feim  quickly,  sjudj^t 
us  begone  to  the  niouuUm.f'  /     * 

The  girl  advanced  to  the  conte,and  taking  his  hand, 
she  pressed  it  with  rererAnce  to  her  forehead,  whUe 
her  eloquent  look  spoke  volumes  of  thanksgiyin^ 

"  Allow  me  a  few  minutes'  law  ere  you  havci  this  foul 
careass  stirred,*?  said  the  Zingaro ;  "  for  I  would  ill.Hke 
further  questioning.  Nay,  shudder  not,  lady,"  he 
added,  "  thii^  upon  my  wild  nature,  an4.  nay-  cri|^ 
suffering.    Farewell  T  ,    .  ■         =   » 

The  Zingaro.  and  the  maiden  together  disappeared 
,as  the  attendant  announced  to  the  cpnte  the  ret^ni  of 
his  belated  courier.  ; .  ..    ;. 

First  requesting  his  father's  presence,  Luigi  admitted 
the  man,  and  from  his  lips  heard  the  i^ry  of  thei  Zin- 
garo confirmed.  Hc|  told  how  he  had  witnessed  the 
removal  of  the  bli^ckened  remains  of  the  baron  from:  thp 
ruins  of  the.  still  reeking  chamber  1— the  fire,  he  said, 
had  been  promptly  got  under,  sind,  indf^4r,  c^tande^ 
little  beyond  the  iipmediate  suite  of  apartments  where 
it  first  broke  put. 

He  told,  too,  straiige  atories  of  the  Zingaro,  of  liis 
having  spirited  the  poor  baron  to  change  places  with 
him,  through  the  Devil's  aid,  whom  some  of  the ;  at- 
tendants' swore  they  saw  personally  engaged  in  feeding 
the  fiames,  and  at  last  take  to  flight,  through  the  brokei^i 
casement,  bearing  the  Zingaro  on  his  huge  wing, 
and  leaving  the  spellbound  baron  to  'abide  the  fiery 
penalty.  -, 

On  the  man's  being  dismissed  to  enterti|in  his  aw«» 
stricken  fellows  with  these  marvels,  the  conte  imparted 
to  his  father  the  true  but  strange  story  of  lus  jH'eserva- 
tiori.  The  proper  authorities  were  promptly  assembled, 
and  the  necessary  forms  gone  through;  but  as  every 
evidence  went  to  prove  the  purpose  of  the  d^ad  emis- 
sary of  Mirialva,  the  conte  was  at  once  honourably  inr 
stalled,  by  the  royal  consent,  in  all  the  honours  and  wide 
domains  of  his  fair  runaway.  Large  rewairda  were 
offered  for  the  apprehension  of  the  inoendi^ry,  and  orders 
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gled  soundly  ef  «o«f  ««d>4Maf»«iiuid  lii«  li|^t.ll»v^j[h  (rf. 
mlrdatFv(Mgie0,'eclio<)d  rD\]i)^..^}w^Qld  u>w«ffa  Qf  ihe 
OaetelliiiiMin^yai  g^y  imrnierfk^utt^i^d  in  |b^  moi^ 
tain-breeze  from  the  lofty  bau)}^ei)48»  And,. the  hillside 
tihranoedfwith  HMrry,  ^^ups  ,of.  poasjmO,  who  were 
eag^rljTtwalcbifl^ithe.^pri^aabiofa  distant  oavaloade,' 
knpati^ia^o^hdil  the.&r^t^liora  of  th^ir  liege  Jad}r»  th% 
fatwof  theMGtiftradioi.   '         ..  •  '     .  . 

ItiifSM  Ihe  .apiuver9aiy;Of  th^.,Wi¥al  of  the  Aimuan 
3Bista*i  3iid'(5))petea  by  Coostanza  for  ibe*  dfy  that  ws^alo 
ghre  ih^iiQptber  ehtfvch  onp  o^er.  meat^x  is  her  new" 
born  «on*  , 

«<I  chQQ^^  ihir  d^y'^^said  Coomanza  to  her  lord,^ 
^for  It  nrfts.ioM  thiei  day  I.niet  theiaefuiiqaiit.p^mer.ija 
the  ekitfcb  0f  the.  Aaawwata;;  bqt,  tjt^ofgh  I  love  right 
well  t&e  4geliile  ^aawet  of  I^oigii  yet  .f^all  thi9  boy  bd 
<^lled ObidiPim remetmbraoce  of  tke;spo^ where  I  stai4 
to  lia$i»y.faitf9Clwe*'* 

Thci  ladiy  bad  lier will,  ^ai k  w^.^er  rflt^um  from  ^ 
omtent  tfaiei  aeaembl^  vaaaak  so  eagerly  abide4.  As 
the  gay  cortege  approached  the  foot  of  the  hill,  Cox^ 
atanBaftura^l)  l^i^palfriey  fivm. d^  side  of  lier  infant's 
littei;,  '^yidt  paUiog  tq  her  loi^  to  ibilow,  gayly  g$dlop«4 
Ofrertkeiyiel^iAg  swai^d  tow^urds  GU  Ponti  fAmote^ 

Toge(they^tb9y  reiiK^d  up  upon  its  margiii;.  Oqnstana^ 
foiWHy  pr^^sed  .the  bapd  qf  {^uigi,  and  pojming  to  the 
)rtc)i  oliires.  wjbiofi&  bfaficbes  swept  the  .watemi  i%e,told 
ham  upon  iJMlr^BM  ^  startkjd  eye  ^t  4neste4  9^  *« 
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dark  ibfm  of  llie  Zingaio.  8he  "wmTed  lier  kaad  to 
hasten  some  of  the  approachiBg  goeels,  when  a  female 
advanced  from  the  thi<dc  ahadis  of  the  tnte,  and,  laying 
her  finger  impressiTely  on  her  lip,  motioned  the  conte 
to  be  gone,  glancing  at  the  same  time  upwards  amid  the 
branches.  Following  the  direction  of  her  look,  the 
conte  caught  sight  of  the  dark  visage  of  the  Zingaro» 
with  finger  on  lip,  just  visible  for  an  instant  through  the 
thick  foliage.  On  this,  whispering  hb  discovery  to 
Oonstanza,  they  quickly  turned  together  and  stayed  die 
advance  of  their  gentle  followers.  Loud  shouts  from 
die  hill,  at  the  saine  moment,  bespoke  ibe  reeeptiott  of 
Mirialva*s  future  lord  amid  his  happy  vassals.' 

^  Let  us  hasten  to  thioik  the  honest  knavee,"  said  the 
conte,  and  in  a  moment  quickly  bounded  each  steed  on« 
ward  towards  the  casteHo. 

The  day  was  deVoted  to  samptnous  festin^.  Ai 
length  die  sounds  of  revelry  were  hushed;  the  ban* 
queters,  wearied  with  the  fulnebs  of  their' jo3rs,  were 
buried  in  profound  repose.  In  l;he  silem;e  of  their 
chamber,  tiie  conte  and  his  Mr  wife,  at  length  left 
alone,  marvelled  on  dieir  strange  viskm  of  that  mora 
ing;  for  from  the  time  he  bade  them  tare  well  in  the 
psdace  of  the  Conradini,  no  word  of  the  ea^rly  sought 
Ziiigaro  had  reached  their  ears.  The  mod  mother 
bent  above  the  couch'  of  her  sleeping  boy,  and  loudly 
payed  all  evil  might  be  averted  from  his  innocent 
head,  when — ^"Hark!"- — the  soft  notes  of  music  rose 
through  the  air.  Imagining  it  to  be  a  gallant  ilevice  of 
their  guests,  or  some  rustic  serenade,  ^  conte  and 
lady  left  thchr  chamber,  and  advanced  to  thai  veiy  win- 
dow whence,  twelve  months  before,  they  had  so  fear 
fully  descended. 

The  night  was  close  ^nd.calm,  and  the  casement 
stood  open  to  court  the  lazy  air.  Looking  out  to  greet 
the  serenaders,  they  recognised  at  once,  standing  in  tlw 
shade  below,  the  figures  of  the  Zingaro  and  the  dark 
young  maiden*  She  was  seated  On  the  rude  bench  at 
the  foot  of  the  tower ;  before  her  lay  a  huge  hound  of 
(be  mountain  breed,  and  by  her  side-  Bleod  hei^  com^ 
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panion,  his  rude  guitar  in  his  hand.  The  count  was 
about  to  address  them,  but  motioning  for  silence,  the 
Ziingaro  spoke  in  a  low  tone  to  the  girl — 

^  Sing,  Zea,  sing  to  them  the  song  of  joy,  made  more 
welcome  from  thy  lips ;  sing  to  them  the  song  of  our 
last  parting.'' 

He  pointed  impressively  towards  the  distant  horizon's 
edge,  and  then  softly  swept  the  strings  of  his  guitar, 
wlule,  raising  her  dark  eyes  towards  Gonstanza,  the 
maiden  obeyed,  and  sang  Uie 

FROFHECT. 

•*  Ladt,  look  ftmn  tby  boww  ou  high, 
Look  on  yonder  wmteni  8ky» 
Look  &fr  tree,  o^er  tower,  and  flnmtain, 
Wbere  the  eilTer  doud  site  on  the  mountataL 

Look,  lady,  look,  and  mark  the  atar^ 
Beaming  ao  lightly  ttom  afhr : 
That  atar  is  aherald  l^earing  jojr 
T»  thee  and  thy  aleeping  cherab  boy. 

I  maxk*d  the  day,  I  wateh*d  the  hour, 
Fre  read  its  errand,  know  its  power ; 
It  bears  to  that  boy  who  eradlcd  Ilea 
▲U  ol*  good  beneath  the  akiea. 

Snecesa  fai  love^  In  peace.  In  war, 
High  fkme,  and  honour  bringa  yon  star; 
Happy  mother,  now  rest  thee  well. 
His flMctiuePs read!    FureweU— Ihrewell .** 

Never  again  did  the  wild  form  of  lo  Zingaro  cross 
the  path  of  the  Conradini,  nor  ever  after  this  hour 
did  the  plaintive  melody  of  his  guitar  awake  the  night. 
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CHAFITER  L 


The  road  from  Rrenznach,  or  ralher  from  Mimstert 
towards  the  pictaresque  towir  of  Bingen  on  the  Rhine, 
is  80  beantiftii,  and  the  distance  between  ^^  two  latter 
places  80  short,  that  by  the  time  I  had  got  to  that  point 
m  my  journey,  I  determined  to  travel  it' or  fbot,  imd 
by  myself,  for  no  other  reason  that  I  can  tell  but  be- 
cause I  ti^bed  to  refresh  my  limbs  by  a  walk,  Imd  had 
taken  a  conceited  fancy  for  my  own  compafty. 

Before  I  had  arHyed  at  the  end  of  my  day^s  excm^- 
8k>n,  however,  I  foond  thkt  I  had  quite  enough  both  of 
the  one  and  the  other ;  for  though  my  ^  weary  legs'*  did 
not  actually  break  down,  my  head  besan  positively  to 
ache  from  the  fervour  of  ny  own  meditationd,  excited 
as  they  had  been  all  day  by  die  beauty  of  the  scenery 
through  which  I  had  been  passing ;  and  I  found  that 
personal  solitude,  even  in  the  noble  valley  of  the  Nah, 
becomes  wearisome  at  length  to  a  nuut  of  colloquial 
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propensities.  Besides,  I  had  been  quite  misinfonned 
regarding  the  real  charms  of  these  parts,  and  as  I 
mounted  the  pass  of  the  Ruchesberg,  near  the  chapel 
of  Saint  Roch,  which  overlooks  the  whole  sweep  of  the 
valley,  and  whifl^  g^ve  n^  the  lUii^  fl^o^ming  beneath 
me,  up  and  down  on*^  the  iight—tRe  c^daint  turrets  of 
Bingen  in  the  hollow  reflected  in  its  bosom,  and  the 
noble  mountain  of  the  Rudesheim  in  front  of  me  as  I 

lost  in  poetry  and  other  nonsense,  thatlquite'forgbt  my- 
self as  usual,  ufitil  opoifioabi^i^far  and  ^xh^ustion  began 
to  remind  me  once  more  of  the  weakness  oT  humanity. 

I  would  not,  how£Y6C».MJ.  descended  the  mountain, 
lose  the  last  loweri^  glance,  of,  th^  sinking  sun,  which 
now  deepened  the  olack  sliaUows  of  the  rocky  hills 
that  skirted  the  horizon  beyond  the  valley — ^and  that 
lightened  the  brjgtu.  ffflSi^  q(  thp  vineyards  with  which 
they  were  clothed,  and  reddened  •the  picturesque  sum- 
mit of  the  Rudesheim'  beyond — for  I  hoped,  that  could  I 
only  reach  Bingen -this  evening,  I.  should  there  find 
some  English  people  who  would  do  me  great  civility 
for  my  money,  and  supp^  4Dy:i^k  of  the  Allemand 
language,  by  wholesome  talk  which  I  could  reciprocate. 
1^\»^  flimi  ifi;  ^ortr»ighted,.  and  aa  foyth  i  ^i  pjt^lopqpjifcal: 
^reflwtiw.wjtuch  I  f^puud.  particularly  pertinent /to  ih^ 
pr^^eiit-eccj^iaQT^fqr  by,  the,  t^me  I. had  d^,Qciide4 
tow.^pd§  ijbe  lower;  gro|i^^ds,  thei  ^^ado>w$  of, jerquing 
b?gai|,  id  pi^evf^l.  jt^  .ihe-eastwa^df  t^q  'felw^r,?^  j^ 
town. i^  fipon\rQi  p^seetp^d  to  c^c^  ^waV  ei^ry )step^ 

took,  apd  I.was  ^cU^tQ.^ii^doi^hi^ whether!  Y^^^^ 
making  a.ekcle  rouad^H^in^iH^ain,;  ii^^d  oj^prqc^ed? 
ing  mathe^ma'tioal^y  to  any^Christip.habi^liof^  The 
usual  troubles  ipf  a  strayed  ^aveller  JQ^v^eying  iii  fpr^^ 
la»d«  now  overtook  me,  aod  perple%94  njy  thoughtfJ  ex- 
ceedingly*: Fancies  drear  cro^4f5cl^iintQ,|my  ipraija  lik? 
the  hoflaw  wind  tl^at  90 w.  beg^n  Mi,mp9^m  the  4is.- 
^ance,  and  to  whisper  sjisa^e  iifoif^  Jn  np^i  ^ars,  yrhSi^ 
41  certain,  eichausted  receiv^  tba^  I  osirried  ^u(  ^i^ 
meseeoi^}  to  yawn  .dispon^entedly^  like  tl^e  4^p  chasms 
:that  now  gr^w  darlc  ^imoAg  the.j?urj;^undin|[.  v^Bejr^^  . 
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PfaQosophy,  faoweirear^  came  a^ln  kindly  to  my  add, 
remiadiag  me  in  the  plenilode  of  ks  wisdom  that  I  had 
no  nuHiejr  wherewith  to  mider  me  a  ircKthy  subject  «f 
msx^  creditable  tobbery;  that  moieovwtf  the  Germane 
were  ui  exceedingly  honeat  peoplef  judithat,  secor^ng 
to  natural  history^  ev^n  the  Tukciiea  and  crows  of  those 
parts  vere  of  a  kindly  nature^  and  'con]d>  hot  have  the 
iuart  to  pick  out  my  eyes,  evtia  i^  like  a  Bethlehem 
sh^erd,  I  should  be  obliged  to  lie  m  the  fields  all  night. 

Whfle  preparing  my  mind  for  the  imrst  that  o^ht 
happen,  in  this  judfcions  and  sensibie  manner,'  I  found 
myself  mounting  a  hei||^  on  tfaebordera  of  asuoiher 
small  valley.  'Tkt  ligbt  seemed  Tum  again  to  brighton 
a  httle,  and  by  it  I  perceived,  peeping  from  among  the 
Woe^kmd  above  nte^  the  white  tmrets  of  a  small  man- 
sion, or  raKher  villa,  w^faich  came  by  degl^eeB  iafto  view 
ftom  among  the  planting,  ami  appeared  toime  at  olice, 
as  in  some  way  quite  di&rent  from  the  usual  dwellings 
in  tbis  part  of  Oermetny;  Th^  lo^  soon  passed  wism 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  ^is  house,  •-  thie  vi^ey<  bdo W 
swept  Vf  enchandiigly  among  the  monntaihs,  tfiiestreetm 
at^  bottend  turned  kitaalitilelake  in  tbedis^uidii, 
and  the  white  housed  of  a  leimall  hamlet  ^studded  wkh'A 
Uvely  effect  the  side  of  the  hill  ofi  th«  opposite  side 
of  the  hollow. 

I  was  speculadngwi&in  myiielf  whether  the  tak^M 
kitle  ptopetty  beside  me  conld  belong  to^  a  native,  wh^ 
i  heard  a  footstep  pattering  among  the  planting  ne^, 
and  the  voice  of  a^  child  to  my  astonishment  cry  out  ih 
English,  <^  O !  papa,  here  is  »  stranger  goiiihg  past,  ^d 
I  am  sure  he  is  an  Englishman,  fof  he  wears  sudi  n 
pretigr  cap:  do  ask  him  m/* 

A  fkuMTaeed  and  exeeedkigly  gentlenlan^like  yoang 
atKiA  now  came  in  view  from  stmong  the  shrubbery  by 
the  tosd^  and  observing  me,  seemed  fer  ad  instant  to 
hesitate  whether  or  not  he  should  addresE^  me.  I  ptit 
en  end  to  his  doubt  by  speaking  first,  and  in  English, 
and  was  e^greeably  sniprised  not  only  by  an  answer  iki 
this  same  toi^ue  as  I  hoped  for,  but  by  an  expression 
^eongratiilationat  meeting  me,  and  a  warm  invitation 
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to  aoeepl  of  the  fao^iiality  of  his  house.  Nodkinf 
could  have  been  more  opportune  at  the  momcBL  J 
-accepted  of  his  kindness  with  real  joy^  and  in  five  minuteff 
after  was  comfortably  seated  in  a  handsome  piariouri  so 
j&tted  1^  and  (hmished,  that  I  almost  imagined  mys^ 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  or  the  Severn. 

A  slight  German  accent  was  all  that  distinguished 
my  host  from  an  {k^iishmanr-^-and  when  here  on  the 
frontier  of  Germany  he  began  to  ask  ine  of  the. news 
from  London*  and  to  talk  of  persons  and  {daces  mth 
which  I  was  familiar  at  home,  I  was  almost  as  much 
(delighted  as  his  little  daughter  by  ■  his  knee,  who 
absolutely  juflQ|>ed  with  joy  at  hearing  my  English 
speech. 

^I  will  .not  hear  a  word  of  apokig]^  my  good  sir,^ 
ho'said,  ^^and  if  you  can  submit  to  plain  fare,  here  yoa 
will  be:  pleased  lo«  take  op  your  quarters  for  the  n^lht* 
v'— for  my  wife  is  from  home;  I  am,  as  you  see<  left 
ideoe  with  wo(y  little  daughter — so  tlid  grat^csiion  (torn 
this  chance'visjittof  ,a  ^^ndescendiii^  stranger  is  all.  on 
Aiyside,'^  and  he  finished  his  simple  invitatioa  by  ordeiv 
JHig  in  fruit  and  refreshments,  with'  several  ixrarieties  of 
Ihat  ddici^us  Rhenish,  that,  drank  stmong  the  valleys 
where  it  gvows,  is  so  grateful  to  the  palate  of  the 
exhausted  traveller. 

.  '^It  is  not  won4^ul  that  I  am  happy  to  see  an 
Englishman,  sir,"  he  continued ;  <*  my  reoolleotions  of 
your  country  are  most  interesting,"  and  he  looked  ^ 
4he  pretty  intelligent  face  of  his  child.  ^ 

'^  Your  lady  is  an  Englishwoman,  sir/'  I  said, 
evincing  my  usual  pirnetration. 

"  She  is,  sir, — ^how  happy  she  will  be  to  see  you,  if 
you  will  do  me- the  honour  to  be  my  guest  till  she 
return !  She  has  left  me  for  the  night  for  a  work  oS 
.kindness  at  the  bedside  of  a  sick  friend ;  for  we  have 
friends  here,  and  she  loves  them  too,  it  being  my  wife's 
nature  to  love  the  good  wherever  she  meets  them. 
Excuse  my  egotism,  sir,  when  I  speak  of  her." 

**  And  your  little  daughter  is  her  image,  I  dare  say," 
I  ventured  to  observe,  as  I  again  contemplated  widi 
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plimsiire  the  piufe  English  features  of  the  beautiful  ehlldi 
80  different  from  the  general  j^aiimeas  of  the  femalefl 
of  these  parts. 

The  yoiing  man  gazed  on  the  smiHng  girl.  1  seemed 
10  have  touched  the  chord  of  that  deep  German  feeling 
which  belongs  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  valleys.— 
**She  is  her  mother's  image,"  he  said;  and  as  he 
clasped  her  convulsively  in  Ms  arms,  I  turned  my  head 
away,  that  I  might  not  seem  to  pry  into  the  genuine 
emotion  of  the  happy  parent. 

*'  And  yet^**  he  added,  *<  I  can  scarcely  call  myself  a 
German ;  still  less  am  I  an  Englishman.  In  truth,  I 
have  all  my  life  been  but  a  child  of  chance,  if  you  will 
allow  so  unphilosophical  a  term.  Ohamse  made  me  a 
stranger  wandering  the  world'  for  many  years.  Chance 
took  me  to  England.  Chance  procured  me  frienGi:> 
there,  as  it  has  your  society  this  evening.  Chance  has 
made  me  a  happy  man,  while  it  might  have  made  me 
miserable.  But  Providence  is  the  better  word  and  the 
truer,  and  I  am  fortunate  and  thankful.*' 

I  was  positively  interested  by  the  conversation  and 
manner  of  my  host,  and  began  to  think  myself  quhe 
fovoured  in  meeting  with  him,  particularly  here,  finding 
ke  had  lived  in  England* 

^  But  you  are  not  to  suppose,**  he  afterward  said, 
■^ihat  I  saw  nothkg  but  beauty  and  virtue  in  London. 
In  the  chances  of  my  stay  in  that  capital  there  came  in 
ny  way  the  usual  perscms  and  characteristics  which 
dniw  ohen  sifeh  contrasts  into  life — ^which  mix  its  inci' 
dibits,  or  which,  Hke  sounds  of  painful  discord,  succeed 
each  other  with  such  grating  effect  upon  the  tympanum 
of  experience.  I  saw,  of  course,  virtue  for  a  time  in  the 
grasp  or  the  toils  <^  guilt — gentleness  of  spirit  harassed 
or  alarmed  by  unfeeling  grossness^  Along  with  many 
better  things  I  saw  weakness  and  waywardness  making 
up  the  sum  of  human  impdses — chance  and  desert 
working  out  the  sum  of  human  life*" 

With  ihe  jealousy  of  all  enthusiasm,  and  the  mattevu 
of*facl  way  of  thinking  attributed  to  my  cottntiymen,  I 
eould  not  help  smiling  at  thi#  speeeh  of  my  new  Iriend^ 
F2 
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yet  I  lore  a  little  msinBsdng  when  it  -does  not  lak« 
a&j  highfflouniiiiig  Mine ;  ai^  now  thought  it  suitAbki 
enough  in  a  conversation  about  England  wtUi  a  strangee 
to  the  banks  of  thie  Rhwie.  The  more  I  had  of  my 
host'a  company  the  more  I  became  interested  eeneerB^ 
iBg  lum.  In  the  eouree  of  the  ef  ening  the  hints  i^at 
dropped  fcom  him  regarding  certain  oceurrences  whick 
befeA  him  in  i4Dnd^  exciud  my  euriosityi  as  they 
«eemed  to  allude  to  some  eircumatanees  of  which  I  h»i 
formerly  heard,  but  with  a  vagueneae  and  misapprelien^ 
8i<m  whieh  were  exceedingly  unsatiafaetoiy. 

On  the  following  day,  therefbi^»  I  with  Uttle  dtfknUy 
persuaded  him  to  narrate  to  me  the  detaO$  of  his  story,^ 
or  rather  of  that  psjt  of  it  wbieh  related  to  bis  so^um  la 
England.  It  will  speak  for  itself  both  as  to  hss  ohar* 
acter  and  the  occurreneea  in  question*  The  foUowio^ 
may  be  taken  as  nearly  bis  own  words  :^-* 

I  had  no  sooner  set  foot  in  Englandr— began  mf 
host — ^than  chance  llurew  in  my  way  persons  and  inoH 
dents,  whieh  unaocountably  interested  me,  as  if  .by  an 
inroluBtary  presentiment  that  both  were  m  some  way 
to  be<^ome  accessory  to  eVents  in  which  I  was  myself 
to  be  concerned.  On  my  landing  at  Doter»  having  a 
few  hours  to  spend  there,  I  did  not,  like  the  usual  rabble 
ot  strangers,  climb  up  the  cliSs  or  lounge  about  the 
ramparts  of  the  castle,  but  sat  down  quietly  at  the 
wittdow  of  my  ian,  looking  out  at  nothing  at  idl  unlesa 
it  might  be  at  the  passengers  in  the  street,  who  did  noi 
Weed  appear  to  be  particularly  worth  oontemplalang* 
Never,  however,  had  I  on  former  oecasioos  tried  thM 
plan  of  seeming  idleness  for  any  length  of  time  in  a 
strange  place,  ^  aomething  fell  in  my  way  that  more 
or  less  fastened  on  my  mindv  and  became  a  nudeus  for 
fotute  observation. 

Ca(sting  my  eyi^  down  a  narrow  lane  or  passage 
nearly  opposite  to  the  window  where  I  sat  I  observed  » 
gvmtleman  walking  backwards  and  forwards  aloUe,  evi- 
dently in  much  anxiety  or  agitation*  or  as  if  he  waited 
lor  sftmething  with  the  greatest  impatienoe.    His  bear* 
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in;  and  manner  fixed  my  aUention  on  him,  bat  belief 
near-sighted  I  conid  not  then  obtain  a  proper  view  c? 
Us  (kce.  Presently  a  servant  came  hastily  up  the  lane, 
and  whispered  something  in  the  gentleman's  ear.  lie 
drew  baek  his  head  as  if  in  surprise  at  the  intelligence, 
smiled  with  an  air  of  aristoeratical  hauteur,  yet  spoke 
with  a  condescending  manner  to  the  man,  as  he  sealed 
to  give  him  some  directions,  and  while  doing  40  evi- 
dently casting  his  eye  towaitls  the  place  where  I  sat. 
They  then  separated,  and  I  observea  the  servant  cross 
the  street,  and  at  once  enter  my  hotel,  while  the  gentle- 
man from  whom  he  had  parted  slowly  walked  off  up 
the  lane. 

In  two  mtkiutes  after  my  own  room-door  opened, 
and  the  landlord  of  thd  inn  himself  came  bowing 
towards  me. 

/*  I  am  going  to  ask  a  particular  favour  of  you,  sk,* 
eaid  he ;  *^I  hope  you'will  not  be  offended.** 

•^Say  on,  if  you  please." 

**  That  you  will  oblige  me  by  moving  to  the  apart* 
xnents  below,  only  for  this  day,  as  this  sitting-^oom  is' 
particularly  required." 

"  You  gave  it  up  to  me  not  an  hour  ago,"  I  said, 
— >»  besides,  the  apartment  below  is  a  common  room — I 
eannot  comply." 

**  You  would  very  much  oblige  me,  sir,"  added  the 
landlord,  **  and  a  gentleman  who — ^ 

"I  know  not  why  I  should  give  up  the  only  place  in 
70m  house  where  I  can  sit  with  comfort  to  any  gentle- 
man whom  I  do  not  know.  If  it  was  to  accommodate 
a  lady,  then — ^ 

«*  Probably  there  may  be  a  lady,  sir,"  said  the  servant 
whom  I  had  just  seen  with  the  stranger — as  he  now 
stepped  in  behind  the  landlord.  *<Beg  your  pardon, 
air,"  added  the  man,  **but  master  sends  his  compli- 
ments, and  is  most  anxious — ^ 

"Praiy  who  is  your  master  T" 

•I  am  not  at  liberty,  sir, — ^my  mastei^s  name  is— 

«*Never  miaV  mAI  It  peieeiving  the  kXlaw 
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aboiif  to  give  me  a  false  name^-'^I  will  abandon  tbo 
rooaH**  and  I  rose  and  walked  down  siairs. 

Hating  to  enter  the  public  room  of  a  naiddling  botd«; 
I  preferred  standing  by  the  pillar  at  the  door,  paytien* 
larly  as  I  wished  to  ha^  a  look  at  the  pefaoii  «^ 
thna  strangely  had  interesiied  me,  and  turned  vw  o^t  of 
my  apartment. 

I.  liageared,  however,  nearly  an  horn*  without  hia  againr 
making  hia  appearance,  and  was  about  returning  toi 
inemfmatrate  with  the  laiMilonl,  when  the  same  aervant 
agioQ. entered  the  hotel,  and  instantly  after  a  traveUing*. 
(£ariot  (kew  up  to  the  door*    Two  persons  only  lv9re! 
seated  in  it,  one  a  sickly  melancholy-looking  genftle-i 
manf not, howeveci much  beyond  middle  age;  theotlier 
a  lady,  muffled  up  and  v<etted  so  that  I  coidd  not  aee 
her  face.     They  did  not  alight,  but  while  tb^  horses 
^ere  watered  and  riefreahed^  the  lady  seemed  endeav- 
ouring to  persuade  the  sickly  man  to  something  toj 
which  he  would  not  assent,  and  as  I  stepped  a  httle 
aside  I  heard  the.  sweet  and  tend^  tones  of  her  voice 
remonstrating  with  him,  while  he  answered  ber  with  a 
crabbed  roughness  and  seeming  contempt  that  made 
my  hefut  Ue^d  licNr.her,  whoever  she  might  be. 
'  Op  casting  my  eyes  within  the  hall  of  the  inuvL 
observed,  to  my  astonishment,  the  servant  of  the  strange, 
gentleman  making  every  efibit,  by  looks  and  signs,  to 
attract  the  observation  of  the  lady  in  the  chanoL .  She 
pereeived  him  at  lengthy  and  looked  steadily  towfurds 
hioL     In  a  minute  af^r  I  saw  her  lift  the  e<%e  of  her 
voii,  and  looking  upwards^  fix  her  eyes  upon  t^  window- 
at  wliich  I  had  just  been  sitting.     What  could  thia 
mean!  for  I  had  seen  no  one  enter  the  house  since  I 
had  left  that  room.  .  Stej^ing  across  the  way,  howevetf 
I  observed  the  black  curled  head  of  the  gentleman 
whom  I  had  seen  in  the  lane,  who  had  evidenUy  entered 
the  hotel  by  a  back-dOor,  and  whose  large  and  intelli- 
gent black  eyes  now  seemed  to  seek  those  of  the  lady 
with  the  greatest  anxiety.    I  would  myself  have  given 
any  thing  to  obtain  a  sight  of  her  face,  but  could  not^ 
mi  oolyibiaidt  aa  I  aga^  dtfW|Mar»  her  soft  pk^ding 
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loneSf  and  the  tart  and  short  replies  with  which  they 
Were  greeted  by  the  disagreeable  person  who  sat  be- 
side her. 

At  length  I  saw  the  servant  of  the  stranger  and  one 
of  the  waiters  of  the  inn  in  close  communication,  and 
ia  a  short  time  aflei*,  the  latte^^-  handing  some  fruit  to 
the  lady  at  the  carriage  window,  slipped  into  her  hand 
a  siaall  pieoe  «f  paperi  which  he  hail  concealed  nnder  a 
bunch  of  grapes.  The  nervous  emotion  with  which 
sh^  clutched  ^e  billet  affeeted  me^  and  made  me  alnoet 
Bshaaied  of  thus  watching  her ;  and . as  I  turned  to- entelr 
die  h9tci«  the  cross  and  piercing  tones  of  her  companiouy 
blaming  her, /or  uttinring  a  Crabbed  nnledictidn  on  the 
•errant  far  Ibna  delaying  diem^  entei-ed  my  very  souU 
as  I  am  sure  they  did  tluii  of  the  poor  femide  who  was 
obliged' to  endure  such  behaviour.  In-  an  instant  after 
the  whq;»  was  laid  to  the  hoises,  andl  saw  no  more  of 
this  Strang  couple,  and  before  another  £ve  minutes 
had  passed,  the  landlcnrd  came  bowing  to  where  I  stoodi 
and  with  many  apologies  inibrmed  me  that  die  apar^ 
ment  I  had  so  obligingly  given  up  was  again- at  my 
service. 

**  And  where  is  the  strange  gentleman  T    . 

**  He  is  gone,  sir."  -  ' 

'« When,  or  how?" 

**  From  the  cou^t*>gate  behind,  just  tins  instant." 

"Pray.whoishe?" 

*^  I  never  inquire  the  name  9£  my  guestSf  sh* ;  it  is 
not  my  bnsmess ;  and  1  never  even  ^say,  ^  my  lord,'  or 
*your- griace,'  in  addressing  those  who  honour  my 
bouse  with  their  custom,  unless  it  may  be  a  noblenan's 
pfeasore  to  travel  by  his  own  title." . 

It  isTCxations  to  have  one^s .  euriosily  excked,:and 
thm  to  know  nothing*  *^  It  will  be  veiy  odd,"  said  J 
10  myselfy  **  if  the  chances  of  life  do  not  throw  in  my 
way  some  clew  to  this  affair  when  I  get  to  London/ 
I  Iktls  knew  then  how  wide  a  place  Loodonis. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Upon  my  arrival  in  the  capital  I  found  m^ftelf  Ibr 
a  considerable  time,  like  other  friendless  persons,  a  lost 
man  among  the  busy  myriads  of  theEngliiBh  metropolis. 
Knowing  no  one,  and  unwilling  to  make  any  aoquAint* 
ance  wiSi  those  who  looked  upon  me  with  «wpicioh 
Ibeoaiise  I  had  no  friends,  1  passed  away  my  time  in 
that  weary  solitude  which  has  been  so  often  felt  in  a 
great  town  by  strangers  like  myseU 

But  though  I  went  every  where,  and  saw  every  thing 
that'  strangers  see,  and  looked  in  eveiy  face  that  passed 
ne,  for  want  of  something  better  to  do,  I  never  could 
set  my  eyes  upon  the  remarkable  man  whom  I  had  ob^ 
served  at  Dover,  and  who,  together  with  the  lady,  still 
continued  to  occupy  my  thoughts  with  an  unaccount* 
able  curiosity.  Why  I  should  continue  to  concern  my 
mind  about  them  seemed  odd  even  to  myself;  for  as  for 
the  lady  it  was  not  possible  that  1  should  know  her  again, 
never  having  seen  her  face,  and  as  for  the  goitleman, 
who  had  acted  so  mysteriously,  I  had  seen  him  at  such 
a  distance  and  for  so  short  a  period,  that  it  was  doubt- 
ful if  I  should  among  the  thousands  of  London  be 
again  able  to  identify  his  person.  Yet  I  could  not  get 
either  him  or  the  seemingly  ill-treated  lady  out  of 
my  head.  I  looked  for  them  so  eagerly  in  all  public 
places,  and  my  mind  dwelt  so  much  mi  the  slight  cir- 
oiimstance  I  have  related,  that  for  want  probably  of 
better  emplo3rment,  curiosity  concerning  them  became 
almost  a  disease,  and  I  would  have  given  any  thing  to  . 
have  had  it  gratified. 

About  a  fortnight  after  my  arrival  in  London^  pn>* 
ceeding  along  one  of  the  crowded  streets  in  the  west  end 
on  one  of  those  fine  days  when  all  the  beauty  and  fashion 
41^  the  metropolis  may  be  met  out  of  doors.  I  obaervcd 
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a  gentleman  waiting  alovdj  before  me,  whoee  noble 
figure  and  elegance  of  dress  were  almost  disdnguiahing 
even  among  the  nmnbeis  of  handsome  men  around  me. 
Before  I  could  pass  him  to  obtain  a  look  of  his  face* 
however,  q  servant  with  a  led  horse  came  hastily  Hiding 
np.  The  gentleman  mounted  k,  while  I  involuntariljr 
watched  him*  Chancing  to  cast  my  eye  towards  ih^ 
served,  I  knew  him  at  once  to  be  the  same  that  I  hail 
seen  at  DoTer^  and  stepped  hastily  forward  to  get  a 
proper  sight  of  his  master.  It  was  in  vain,  faowevec*- 
that  I  e^en  tried  to  catch  the  profile-^e  horse's  head 
was  turned  round  as  he  threw  himself  into  the  saddle^ 
and  putting  spurs  to  the  animal,  he  and  the  man  wem 
in  an  instant  out  of  my  sight. 

A  few  days  after  this,  while  in  a  dififer^it  part  of  the 
town,  and  happening  at  the  time  to  be  musing  upon 
tins  verf  circmnstance,  my  eye  rested  upon  the  figure 
of  a  la<fy,  as,  issuing  from  the  door  of  a  mansion,  she 
crossed  the  flags  to  her  carriage.  As  she  passed  be* 
fore  me  a^d  showed  her  ankle  in  ascending  the  steps^ 
I  noticed  her  only  as  one  of  those  fine  figures  of  women 
so  often  seen  in  this  land  of  beauty ;  but  looking  caie* 
lessly  at  the  cairiage  as  I  passed,  the  arms  on  it  at 
once  struck  upon  my  recollection.*-— They  were  the 
very  same  as  were  on  that  carriage  at  Dover  which 
contained  persons  who  had  so  very  mnch  interested 
me.  This  must  have  been  the  lady-**!  strode  forward 
to  observe  her  face.  The  blinds,  however,  were  drawn 
iq[>  in  a  moment.  Crack  went  the  coachman's  whlp^ 
and  in  two  minutes  the  vehicle  was  out  of  sighL 

I  now  began  to  see  the  absurdity  of  this  intoluntaiy 
curiosity  about  persons  whom  I  was  never  likely  to 
meet,  and  determbed  to  watch  for  them  no  more.  Foe 
several  weeks  I  succeeded  in  forgetting  them,  when, 
coming  out  of  the  Argyle  Rooms  one  evening  after 
a  concert,  I  heard  two  lad^s  in  the  crowd  whispermg 
eagerly,  uid  one  say  to  the  other»  ^  Look***-thire--4hai 
is  he  I" 

**  Where  r 

^  Just  beyond  the  fat  lady.** 
F3 
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*<  Oh,  I  see  )iiin-«-what  an  elegant  young  man !  Bui 
is  it  actually  true  V* 

^  I  am  convinced  it  is — but  as  yet  it  is  a  mere  whis« 
per." 

I  looked  in  tke  direction  ^t  the  ladies  pointed  to» 
biit  I  could  only  «ee  a  section  of  the  face,  yet  I  was 
certain  i;  was  the  strange  gentleman*  I  pushed  for- 
ward, but  the  towering  headdress  of  a  tall  woman 
eame  between  me  and  the  object,  and,  whatever  way  I 
turned  my  head,  was  sure  to  intercept  my  efforts  for  a 
look.  I  could  not  push  past  her  without  abscdute  rude- 
ness,  and  before  I  was  relieved  from  this  annoyance  the 
strange  gentleman  was  completely  lost,  in  the  crowd. 

If  there  could  be  any  excuse  for  such  absurd  curt- 
osity,  a  lady  only  ought  to  have  made  it  pardonable  In 
a  man — and  as  to  her  that  was  associated  in  it,  I  had 
never  actually  seen  her,  and  never  was  likely  to  do  so^ 
IB  such  a  manner  at  least  as  to  identify  her  with  tlie 
object  of  my  anxiety.  But  if  the  mind  onee  employs 
itself  long  or  frequently  upon  any  one  object,  what  tlutt 
objeet  may  be  is  of  no  consequence  as  to  tfaie  interest 
taken  in  it.  All  the  sights  and  scenes  of  London  were 
stale,  flat,  and  insipid,  compared  to  my  obtaining  au« 
tlientic  information  regarding  tliose  three  persons  who 
had  attracted  and  ufjheld  my  curiosity  ftam  the  first 
hour  of  my  arrival  in  England. 

I  soon  began  to  find  that  my  present  state  of  mental 
solitude  was  not  the  best,  and  far  from  being  llie  most 
safe  ibr  one  of  my  character,  for  it  gave  me  too  much 
the  habit  of  reading  faces  and  catching  impressions 
from  them,  which,  as  beauty  was  no  rarity  in  London, 
might  end  in  consequences  very  smous  to  my  happi- 
ness. A  thoughtful  stranger  wandering  about  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis  is  naught  else  but  a  walking  in- 
tellect-^a  moving  reader  of  the  world's  book—- a  medi- 
<  tative  unit  of  mind,  which,  giving  out  nothing,  imbibes 
as  it  goes  those  impressions  and  observations  upon 
which  it  afterward  chews  the  cud  of  inference  and  re- 
flection. 

This  was  my  case,  and  an  escape  from  this  brood* 
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ing  solhud)^  I  fboMl  the  more  necessaiy,  as,  m  the 
course  of  my  perambulations  in  public  places,  I  had 
been  much  struck  with  two  faoes^  one  of  which  at 
least  began  to  take  firm  holdi^f  my  fancy.  It  was  that 
of  a  young  female  of  about  eighteen,  one  of  those  quiet 
but  touching  beauties  which  the  eye  cannot  long  con- 
templa;te  without  drawing  in  the  heart,  and  which  it 
involuntarily  turns  away  from  gating  upon,  firom  an  in- 
stinctive deference  to  the  power  of  simple  loveliness. 

The  o&er  face  was  that  of  a  man  who  had  insinuated 
himself  into  my  conversation  one  evening,  when  I  met 
him  among  some  foreigners  at  the  Caf§  de  rEurope^ 
and  which,  it  least  in  its  indications  and  expression, 
was  the  very  contrast  of  the  touching  sweetness  and 
innocent  beauty  of  the  girl.  He  wsis  a  person  of  about 
forty — ^with  a  salacious,  I  dhould  almost  say  swiuisb 
eye,  a  gluttonous  if  not  dissipated  look,  and  a  patch 
of  bald  on  th^  crown  of  a  frowsy  head.  Although 
shrewd,  and  by  no  means  wanting  iii  inteltigenoe,  he 
was  one  o£  those  brutish  versions  of  humanity  which  a 
mind  of  ahy  delicacy  must  instinetvvely  hate.  I  was 
involimtarily  impelled  to  abhor  the  character 'that  this 
man's  countenance  predicated  to  be  his.  Yet  one  of 
those  chance  circumstances  which  often  bring  in  con* 
act  persons  the  most  dissimilar  in  their  nature  brought,' 
for  the  most  providential  purposes,  this  coarse  man  and 
me  into  some  intimacy.  I  afterward  learned  that  his 
name  was  Compton,  and  that  he  was  rich,  andby  prOi% 
fession  a  lawyer,  and  occasionally  a  money-lender. 

Finding  myi^lf  too  solitary  in  an  hotel  or  a  private 
lodging,  I  determined,  rather  than  live  without  society^ 
to  seek  it  by  boarding  with  a  respectable  family.  Aa 
advertisement  in  a  newspaper  soon  procured  me  what 
I  wanted.  The  house  I  was  directed  to  was  in  a  good 
street  in  the  west.  The  apartments- 1  liked.  The  huid-» 
lady  was  smart,  and  a  notable  Englishwoman.  Two 
othet  gentlemen,  I  was  informed,  were  domiciled  in  liho 
house.  What  was  my  surprise,  on  sitting  down  to  the 
Urst  dinner  with  the  guests  of  this  establishment,  to  find 
myself  introduced  to  the  ^ilbt.  CotHpton  whom  I  h^ve 
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jiist  meadoiiodl  His  very  oQUnft^fMOctf  depmed  am 
at£rBt  of  all  appetite^  fuid  to  ddd  u>my  aanoyafice  1m 
drank  ivine  wiUi  m*  i^  tdkmf  r^  ,and  attached  hunself  to 
me  as  my  paiticular  iarimd*^  I  detennined  ^  leave  tlie 
Louee  widi  all  haste,,  fawt  this  dete^mUiation  was  Bot  so 
easfly  aetxHnpliahed. 

^  Meantime,  though  Ibrswearing  this  oepsiant  reading 
ef  faces,  I  oonld  not  help  going  oQce  ^  morfi  to  the 
crowded  drive  in  your  Hyde  Park,  to  obtain  one  odief 
look  of  that  beautiful,  that  fascinating  tsoun^eaance 
which  had  now  ahnost  become  the  delight  of  my  ex^ 
istenoe.  For  a  long*  time  the  sweet  female  did  |H^ 
appear,  but  just  as  I  was  about  to  leave  jKe  crowded 
spot,  1  pereeived  the  plain  and .  modest  green  ehariot  in 
whieh,iaoBompanied:by'im  elderly  lady  or.gentieman»  she 
usually  rpcte.  A  i^ookef  carriages  stopped,  the  linOf 
and  as  theirs  stood  for  a  time,  I  observed  a.gentleQiaa 
foaimiig  over  the  nMa  and  gazing  en  her. ,  With  the 
selfislmesa  no  doubt  of  .jealousy i  as  well  as  from. a 
feeling  of  admirationr  and. deference,  I  felt,  indignant 
to  se^  so  sweet  a  creature  so  < eagerly  stared,  at  by  sa* 
otheni  What  was  my  astonishment  when,  as  At.  length 
lifUng  liis  .head,  I  reoegmsed  in  the  |;aaer  the  l^ge 
black. eyes  Of  Uie-  stranger  whom  I  had  thought  oC 
with  so  mnch  curiosity  since  I  first  saw  him  at  Dover ! 
-  The  admiratioa  with>  which  I  had  regarded  the  faseiif 
Bating  .female  in.  the  cansiage  was  but  a  passing-  gleafli^ 
e^the^  sunshine  of  beauty,  at  which  a  traveller  stranger 
might iook  and  be  satisfied;  but  now. t  seemed  to  Uve 
but  under  the  influence  of  tl^  peculiar  man,  of  whom  I 
had  only  this  day  obtained  a  proper  sight ;  fbr^iyhereae 
beCbre  L  had  the  most  unaccountable  wish  to  ^ee  .him« 
and  could  not  for  all  my:  anxioty  gratify  my  curiosity* 
Irom  this  day  fovward  I  saw  liim  every  day  and  in 
every  place,  as  if  he  had  been  absolutely  haunting  me» 
Go  where  I  would;  im  any«  public  place,  I  was  sure  to 
meet  him.  If  I  went  ant  in  the  morning  he  was  almost 
the  first  man  I  met«  l£  I  rode  to  the  country  I  could  nol 
look  over  my  shoiidder  but  I  perceived  liim  riding  aftef 
me.     If  I  went tqthe  padc he  was  there  ali^ady,  and 
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Stared  at  m^  as  he  paaead  with  a  dull  and  .haughty 
Bti^e,  as  if  he  knew  me.  If  T  tried  to  avoid  him  by 
going  to  charch  I  was  stre  to  find  Mm  in  the  very  next 
pew  to  myself.  Could  all  this  be  accident,  or  was  1 
under  some  enchantment  ?  He  was  a  handsome  man, 
with  extremely  dark  eyes  and  veryift^hite^teeUi,  and  Jiis 
whole  physiognomy  sometimes  put  on  a  most  peculiar 
expression.  Was  I  too  idle  that  I  thus  observed  him, 
or  too  imaginative  that  I  thought  thus  about  him  ?  or 
had  he  thrown  some  spell  over  me  ?  I  teally  know  not^ 
bat  every  time  I  saw  him  afresh  a  nervous  sensation 
ran  through  me.  He  made  me  forget  even  the  interest- 
ing angel  that  had  so  often  delighted  my  fancy  in  the 
pane.  Who  or  what  could  he  be  ?  Was  he  any  ordi- 
nary living  mystery?  Was  he  Mephistophilis  walking 
the  earth?  or  was  he  the  allegorical  demon  pf  England, 
who  mocked  the  curiosity  and  froze  the  feelings  of  the 
stranger? 

Avoiding  him  by  staying  at  home,  for  two  or  three 
dayS)  r  soon  convinced  myself  that  I  was  too  solitary 
in  nund  and  too  abstraded  to  think  justly,  and  that 
by  a  species  of  involuntary  yef,  indtdg^d  xqusing  ^pon 
single  objects,  I  was  a4  this  time  msJUng  something 
out  of  absolute,  nothing.  Tlfie  society  at  the  boardin^^ 
house  began  to  break  in  upon  my  reserve*  The  young 
men  quizzed  me,  and  the  landlady  bantered  me,-  and  as 
for  Mr.  Gompton  he  laughed  at  me  with  so  much  good 
humom',  and  rallied  me  with  so  much  clumsy  good 
aense,  that  my  prejudices  against  him  began  to  give 
way,  and  I  talked  to  him  with  even  an  approach  to 
ft^dom.    . 

'^  I  doubt  not,  Mr.  Eidenbaeh,**  said  he,  «« that  you 
think  yoncself  exceedingly  deep  and  penetrating,  and 
that  when  yon  go  back  to  Germany  yoju  will  write  a 
peifectly  correct  account  of  English  society,  seeing 
&at  you  know  it  so  intimately.  Nay,  do  not  deny  it, 
for  I  know  that  thai  is  your  drift ;  and  I  jmyself  will 
give  you  several  hints  which  yon  will  &ikd  p^ci^larly 
irahiable.  But  I  would  not  hare  you  to  give  yourself 
much  further  trouble  in  diving  into  the  depths  of  Englisfi 
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manners,  having  evidently  sueh  large  opportonftfes  of 
acquiring  knowledge^  for  a  man  always  writer  with 
most  ze^  upon  a  subject  that  he  does  not  understand.** 

"  I  certainly  don't  understand  yw." 

<<  So  much  the  better.  It  is  by  want  of  understand- 
ing that  the  world  thrives,  for  there  is  no  confidence 
like  the  confidence  of  ignorance;  and  if  your  book 
itself  was  understood,  it  would  have  but  little  success. 
But,  hai;kee,  you'll  never  get  out  of  England  without 
being  taken  in." 

**  How  mean  you  ?" 

"  Why,  courted.'* 

"What!  J  courted r 

**  To  be  sure.  The  courtship  in  England  is  all  done 
by  women,  and  you  are  just  the  honest  sofUing  to  be 
wooed  and  won,  if  you  only  have  plenty  of  the  geldt  to 
make  it  worth  the  while  of  mothers  and  single  sisters 
to  sue  for  your  hand.  But  when  you  are  in  for  it,  if 
you  happen  to  like  your  wife  and  wish  to  live  godly 
and  honest,  without  horns  above  your  ears,  I  would 
advise  you  to  take  her  beyond  the  Rhine  with  you,  or 
at  least  out  of  London ;  for  although  the  French  fashion 
in  this  respect  is  rather  out  at  present,  there  are  strange 
doings  ocdasionally  take  place  in  town." 

**  The  English  women  are  allowed  to  be  exceedingly 
virtuous  T" 

^♦They  are  so  in  general.  But  what  between  ill- 
assorted  marriages  daily  made  for  the  sake  of  fortune, 
and  the  arts  of  certain  showy  men  on  town;  what  be- 
tween the  mohotony  of  English  life,  which  makes  even 
the  semblance  of  intrigue  so  seducing,  as  it  is  so  dan- 
gerous,— ^there  are  things  happen  now  and  then  which 
help  to  swell  the  muddy  stream  of  hiunan  guilt,  and  to 
keep  up  the  bitter  tide  of  private  misery.** 

^  This  is  strong  language ;  but  know  you  of  any  late 
occurrence  that  causes  you  to  speak  sol"  and  as  I 
spoke  the  still  une^lained  scene  at  Dover  came  natu- 
rally across  my  mhid^ 

»•  Yes ;  but  if  1  told  you  you  would  put  it  in  your 
book.^  .      •  .    '    . 
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^  Pshaw !  f  am  not  going  to  make  a  book." 
'  "Ton  your  honour f  said  my  new  friend,  with 
affected  imlgarity,  and  lotting  incredulouriy  in  my  face. 
"  Well,  my  friend,  if  you  don't  write  a  book  while  you 
are  ignorant  you  have  little  chance  of  doing  so  when 
you  come  to  know  something;  for  ignorant  people 
always  write  most  and  fastest;  and  those  who  are 
more  ignorant  still  tike  a  book  the  better  for  contain* 
ing  little  that  is  of  any  value.  But  excuse  me/'  he 
added,  taking  out  his  watch,  "my  hour  is  come — ^l 

have  a  d d  drunken  affair  to  go  to  to-night,  which 

will  probably  keep  me  very  late," — and  thus  saying,  and 
swallowing  the  debris  of  his  wine,  he  left  the  company 
to  take  a  deeper  dose  somewhere  else. 

The  resources  of  a  stranger  and  a  bachelor  are  few, 
even  in  London ;  at  least  I  found  them  so.  His  very 
pleasures  are  solitary,  and  if  not,  are  sure  to  be  in  some 
shape  mercenary  or  interested.  I  took  up  my  hait,  and 
having  the  privilege  of  a  seat  in  one  of  the  common  sort 
of  boxes,  I  determined  to  while  away  the  evening  at 
the  opera. 

The  house  was  thin,  and  the  box  into  which  I  had 
the  entree  contained  already  two  ladiest  friends  of  the 
6wner,  accompanied  only  by  a  spoiled  boy.  I  felt  my 
situation  awkward,  as  a  stranger  in  England  will  oflen 
do,  but  putting  on  the  dogged  duhtess  of  a  thick-headed 
John  Bull,  to  avoid  that  hateful  suspicious  look  with 
which  in  London  a  foreign*  face  is  usually  regarded,  1 
sat  down  behind  the  women  without  speaking. 

The  music  that  I  heard  was  elaborate  ^nd  unmean- 
ing, and  as  for  the  ballet  it  was  well  enough,  only  that 
it  was  a  mere  repetition  as  usuaL  But  the  ladies  in 
front  of  me  held  a  whispering  conversation,  whieh, 
becoming  exceedingly  earnest,  I  was,  tiiiough  not  an 
eaves-dropper,  obliged  to  give  attention.  It  might,  be 
only  a  tale  of  private  scandal,  but  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  talked  they  seemed  to  hav6  found  a  mine 
of  family  romance,  the  details  of  which  I  cowld-  only 
catch  by  snatches  and  single  words,  but  over  which  the 
speakers  gravely  shook  thein^  beads  as  they  hinted  at 
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Strange  faets  and  stranger  surmises,  deep  guilt  and 
deeper  sufltfering,  ivhich  formed  another  painful  i}hi8tra- 
tioii  of  the  weakness  ^nd  the  waywardness  of  poor 
human  nature. 

Could  it  be  possible  that  there  could  be  any  identity 
between  ^ts  tale  and  what  I  had  observed  at  Dovei  ? 
But  I  eould  learn  nodnng  connectedly,  for  probably 
nothing  satisfactory  was  known  by  the  ladies  after  all* 
In  the  words  I  overheard  there  aeem^d  to  be  dim 
reminiseences  of  an  envied  bride .  and  a  proud  bride* 
groom,  of  a  splendid  sacrifice  td.  Hymen  which  the 
fashionable  long  talked  of,  and  (rfOoniiiieo^  adventures 
afterward,  which  were  only  known  by  innuendoes  to  the 
world,  and  spoken  of  chieiSy  among  the  servitor  orders* 
in  dark  i&d  doubtfol  wfaispeiangs.  Then  there  were 
hnts  of  open  assignations  and  midnight  manouvr^ 
and  bribed  senrants  and  dark  passages,  and  of  a  strange 
Inanwhom  no  one  knew,  who  had  lately  been  seen  on 
the  streets  of  town. 

Of  this  person, the  ladies  spoke  with  perfect  enthu- 
siasm, while  yet,  with  reference  to  his  conduct,  th^y 
affected  disgust  and  indignation.  In  the  hyperbolical 
language  of  fomale  admiration,  he  was  described  as  one 
who  dressed  as  no  man  had  ever  dressed  before,  a^)d 
looked  as  no  other  man  in  England  ever  looked : — a 
man  of  hi^  title  and  haughty  bearing,  with  a  com* 
plexion  edmirabte,  because  iui*English--a  profile  like 
tliat  of  the  masterpieces  of  Phidias,  and  a  mustache 
overlooking  a  scornful  lipy  that  bad  about  it  the  very  curl 
and  authofenty  of  aristocracy*  . 

As  to  the  lady,  her  beanty  was  spoken  of  in  those 
critical  and  doubtful  terms  in  whi^h  one  woman  usually 
talks  of  the  attractions  of  another*  Gay  and  fascinating 
once,  she  was  described  as  so  no  longeTf  and  was  now 
never  seen  in  public  unless  it  might  be  in  that  very 
house,,  the  epera,  where,  added  the  ladies,  she  might 
possibly  be  dial  very  evening. 

While  listening  to  this  gossip,  my  eye  was  much 
struck  by  a  face  wliich  I  observed  ta  steal  occasionally 
from  behind  the  eurtain  of  a  box  nearly  opposite.    Tht 
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cmmtMiioice  retired  quickly,  and  I  again  lost  its  bold 
and  almost  magnificent  expression  of  beauty*  I  laid 
my  head  back  and  kept  the  glass  to  my  eye  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  while  I  watched  for  the  reappearance  of. 
this  hidden  star  that  eclipsed  all  others  anmnd  it. 
While  thus  occupied  I  heard  the  door  of  the  box  next 
to  the  one  where  I  sat  opened,  and  a  single  man,  as 
appeared  by  the  heavy  €M)t,  ushered  in.  Again  I  saw 
the  head  of  the  lady  I  was  watching  come  forf^:from 
behind  the  curtain  to  look  at  Pasta,  and  to  my  astonisho 
ment  she  slowly  and  wkh  seeming  caution  turned  her  face 
towards  where  I  was,  and,  as  I  thought,  gave  a  hasty 
glance  exactly  at  itiy^elf.  I  kept  my  glass  to  my  eye, 
instinctively  impelled  to  observe  the  motions  of  dfiis 
apparition.  I  declare  on  my  soul  I  saw  her  smile  and 
almost  make  a  sign  to  me — it  seemed  evidently 'to  me* 
I  could  not  mistake  it,  but  in  another  instant  the  face 
was  lost  behind  the  curtain.  s 

It  was  now  my  disposition,- as  a  stranger,  to  be 
curious  and  obsei^ng,  and  solitude  had  mftde  me 
diOttghtful.  I  begaii  to  wonder  what  could  cause  a' 
single  individual  to  come  to  thie  opera  so  late  as  the 
man  in  the  next  box  had  -  done.  Again  I  saw  the  lady 
opposite  look  sicross.  It  now  struck  me  that  it  was  nol 
to  me  but  to  this  late-coming  stranger  that  she  had 
seemed  to  smile. 

The  great  curtain  of  the  stage  was  about  to  drop,  and 
I  should  soon  know  nothing.  My  curiosity  was  not  to 
be  restrained,  and  putting  my  head  out  to  get  a  sight 
of  my  neighbour,  I  saw  a  black,  foreign-looking  head, 
which  turning  round  at  my  seeming  impertinence,  the 
large  dark  eyes  of  the  man  by  whom  I  had  of  late  been 
haunted  glared  full  upon  me.  I  declare  I  was  seized 
with  an  s^solute  tremor,  and  as  the  house  rose,  I  found 
a  sort  of  refuge  m  losing  mjrself  in  the  6rowd  of  the 
crush-room  without.  But  by  the  time  I  had  arrived  at 
the  colonnade  below,  and  my  ears  began  to  be  stunned 
by  the  shouts  of  the  servants  and  people  calling  for  the 
carriages  of  the  nobility,  my  curiosity  retumed,  impel- 
Ung  met  to  try,  4f  possible,  to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  lady. 
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This  attempt  was  useless  now;  for  though  silks  custM 
around  me,  and  lights  glared  abovef  and  forms  of  beauty 
flitted  pasty  and  aU  the  perihmes  of  Pans  wafted  scioss 
mj  seBse*  the  cBowd  was  too  great  for  me  io  seeanjr 
one  distinctly,  unlessl  had  niade  myfiielf  moite  obtictisive  - 
than,  it  w^  my  nature  to  do« 

Justus  I  had  got,  however,  among  the  soldiers  and 
valet4  whO'  serv^.to  choke  up  the  outer  rotnitory  of. 
the  theatre,  the  steps  of  a  carriage  wi^oiiD  the  ool«Unn/$ 
were  let  down  with  a  rattle,  and  I  turned  my  head  to 
look  at  its  intended  and  probaUy  fair  occapanls.  Ai 
noble  female  figure,  wrapped  in  a  carriage-cloak,  swam 
past  me  like  a  queen.  As  she.  bent  hei^elf  in  stepping 
infto.the  carriage,  I  had  a  single  glance  of  a  bqld  Roman; 
profilei.which  might  have  suited  that  of  liucietia .  her*: 
self.  I  could  see  no  more  save  a  dark  ^y^lash,  but  a 
portion  of  the  hes«ddressr  which  I  was  able  to  botice, 
informed  me  at  once.  I  knew  it  was  the  very  same  I 
had  seen  from  behind  the  cuirtaiiw^at  leai^  I  thought  so. 
I  tried  toiiget  another  look. to  assure  myaejl^  tmt  the 
crowd  JQsded  me  outiof  8$^t«  and  I  only  hear4  the  csmt** 
riage  rattle  off  down  di0  street,. while  I  elbowed  my 
wjay^  fonh.  towaDd)9  my  lodgings  i  atoaqst  in  a  iev&c  .q(  un- 
gratified  atid  yet  atrongly->e«cited  curiosity  and  interest, 
^Oivperning  seme  peiisN>ns  I  could  not  tell  whom« 


CHAPTER  HL 

Wbcn  I  got  to  the  door  of  my  own  home,,  some  fsMiey 
stnick  mey  of  wa(y  wardness  or  of  an  odd.  humour,  and  I 
could  not  bear  to  enter  it.  Thpugh  the  night  was  by* 
no  means  particularly  inviting,  I  turned  away,  and  dfh 
termined,  late  as  it  was,  to  md^e  up  for  piy  late  confin^^ 
ment,  by  i^trolUng  away  some  distance,  before  I  at- 
tea^pt%l tq^pl^ep,    I  wa^  l^.no  iiifs^ns  vi^.a^;^pi#Q$9d 
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with  Londoii,  80»  prooeedmg  n0rthwar(l»  I  vaa  soonlosl 
among  turnings  and  crossings. 

Wandering  through  that  lab3rrinth  of  dull  streets  that 
ahoot  up  their  tiers  of  long  iviadaws  and  lire  the  eye 
with  their  eternal  sameness  ^ai  Piccadilly  to  the  Re<^ 
gent's  Park,  on  turning  &  ooraer^  aod  iooluiig  4ewn  one. 
of  those  intbniiinable  lines  of  lamps  that  blmd  ihei  eyea 
and  fatigue  lihe  imagination,  a  figure  intervened  in  the 
near  distaaoe,  vMcfar  by  contiBiuug  £>r  a  oonsideraUe. 
time  in  my  view,  and  by  its  slow  tread  and  measured; 
movenent,  strongly  attraoted  my  observation. 

Striding  forward  to  get  nearer,  I  observed  that  the 
figure  wore  an  elaborately  tasselated  cloak,  while  a 
crushed  opeta-hat  was  placed  out  of  all  keeping  upon 
his  thickly  furnished  head«  asif.stuck  on  to  help  to  dia- 
guise  the  wearer. 

There  are  individuals  who,  when  the- eye  cmce  fixes 
upon  theioo,  jezcite  oae^s  curiosity  we  know  not  why. 
By  his  stately  gait  and  muffled  elabor^ion  of  Spanish 
cloak,  the  man  before  me  impressed  me  with  the  idea 
that  he  was  a  person  of  rank ;  but  why  such  a  man 
fiiiould  be  wandiering  the  streets  of  London  oe  loot  at. 
Ibis  hour  oouLd  not  wdl  be  adcdunted  for,  unless  some 
aeeret  intrigue  was  supposed,  which  n%^t  make.it  un-: 
safe  to  em^y  any  decent  vehicle,  mien  tlus  &»ey 
had  once  got  into  my  head,  afler  wJ^at  I  had  overkeard. 
at  the  opera,  I  was  inetontly  smitten  with  that  woman's 
cnriostiy  which  still  was  at  hand,  and  <detennkked  to 
watdi  the  motions  of  the  strangi^^ 

Crossii^  to  die  oj^oslte  side  of  the  street  to  prevent. 
tsuapicioH,  I  at  length  observed  the  cloaked  man  stop  at 
one  of  those  large  black  doors  so  common  in  the  west 
of  London;  but  instead  of  aeeking  admittance  to.  the 
mansion  by  the  bold  and  decided  knock  and  ring  of 
aristocracy,  I  observed  him  touch  tihe  great  door  gently 
by  three  light  taps  witb  the  head  of  his  cane,  when  in- 
stantly the  door  opened,  as  if  a  servant  had  been  ata*-. 
tioned  behind  it  to  wait  for  him,  and  the  next  momeni 
he  was  out  of  my  aijirht. 

Thft  inddent  rtmr,k  me  aa  ao  aingubuyih^  ett^jyigy. 
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across  the  street.  I  determined  at  le^st  to  mark  ther 
house  into  which  the  stranger  had  heen  thus  suspi* 
ciousiy  admitted,  and  afterward  to  inquire  the  name  of 
the  street,  in  case  any^  event  should  occur  te  give  me  a 
clew  to  the  affair.  I  stepped  up  to  the  door,  and  in- 
looking  up  dose  to  it  for  a  nunber  or  name,  I  aninten- 
tionally  gave  it  a  slight  push  with  my  hand.  "  To  my 
astonishment  it  swung  wide  open ;  and  as  if  an  infatua* 
tion  of  curiosity  was  over  me,  in  another  instant  I  was. 
in  the  interior  of  the  hall. 

I  had  stepped  in,  in  the  first  instance,  to  catch  hold: 
of  the  door,  and  shut  it  again  without  being  observed. 
I  did  so,  but  finding  no  one  near,  and  the  entrance 
lighted  only  by  a  single  lamp  borne  by  a  statue  in. a. 
niche  on  the  staircase,  I  stood  for  a  moment  inside  to 
take  another  observation.     I  listened,  and  heard  feet  as 
if  cautiously  ascending  the  stairs  from  an  inner  hall,  for 
the  mansion  was  extensive  and  magnificent,  yet  to  me  it- 
had  a  strangely  dead  and  sombre  appearance. 

I  ventured  three  or  four  paces  within  u>  listen,  witu 
better  effect  I  heard  a  foot  softly  treading,  but  ii> 
seemed  at  a  distance.  What  was  my  consternation 
when  on  looking  upwards  I  perceived  a  servant  stealthily 
descending  the  great  stairs  almost  immediately  over  me. 
Fortunately  I  was  not  seen.  Stepping  behind  a  pillar- 
until  he  should  pass,  I  observed  the  man  go  directly  to. 
the  hall-door.  He  uttered  an  oath  when  he  found,  it 
scarcely  closed,  but  my  feelings  may  be^  conceived- 
when  as  I  stood  trembling  behind  the  pillar,  I  saw  the 
fellow  double-lock  and  chain  the  door,  and  taking  out 
the  key,  proceed  with  a  grumble  of  characteristic  pro^- 
fanity  at  his  own  stupidity  to  place  the  heavy  instrument 
in  his  pockety  then  putting  out  the  dim  light  on  the 
staircase^  he  walked  past  me,  and  descended  towards 
the  apartments  below. 

I  was  so  amazed  at  tke  sitnatipn  in  which  I  now 
found  myself,  thus  aecidentaily  locked  into  a  strange 
mansion,  that  for  a  £ew  minutes  I  stood  behind  the  pillar 
perfectly  stupified.  I  saw  that  to  ^  om  from  this  un- 
pleasast  predicameut  I  must  msko  mj^^aelf  knoimto  the 
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inmates,  and  what  excuse  to  frame  dr  how  to  face  them 
I  knew  not.  Undoobtedly  I  had,  with  the  most  thon^t-^ 
less  folly,  made  myself  an  objeot  of  serious  suspicion; 
and  I  saw  that  to  get  out  of  durance  explanations  would 
be  necessary  that  could  not  fail  to  be  exceedingly  de- 
grading. But  when  I  began  to  anticipate  the  tale  of  this 
adventure  getting  abroad  in  the  public,  and  coming  to 
the  ears  of  those  I  liv«d  among,  my  face  bmried  with 
forestalled  shame,  and  my  heart  became  absolutely  sick 
with  vexation. 

I  was  foeginoing  to  rally  my  courage,  however,  when- 
I  heard  a  (bor  open  above,  and  a  heavy  step  proceed 
along  the  passage.  Immediately  after  I  perceived  an 
elderiy  woman,:  having  the  appearance  of  a  sick^nui^e, 
eorae  tottering  down  the  back-stairs.  Every  thing  within 
this  dwelling  was  eagerly  observed  by  me,  in  oider  dist 
I  might  obtain  some  idea  of  the  sort  of  house  into  which- 
I  had  got;  and  whether  it  was  the  deception  of  my  agi* 
toted  feelings  I  knew  not  then,  but  the  eyes  of  £e 
woman  glared  strangely  as  she  passed  down,  as  if  she 
was  intoxicated.  Where  on  earth  could  I  have  got  to  ? 
The  beldam  hobbled  off  whh  her  candle  in  her  hand, 
and  soon  was  lost  among  the  apartments  below. 

While  considering  what  I  should  do,  I  heard  a  feeble' 
Toice  issuing  from  an  apartment  overhead,  and  calUng- 
vepeatedly  some  name  which  I  could  not  distinguish. 
I  listened  anxiously  as  I  went  towanis  the  stairs,  and. 
«t  every  repetition  of  the  feeble  and  entreating  cry,  I 
mounted  up  a  felv  steps  higher,  impelled  now  by  sym*. 
pathy  even  more  than  by  curiosity,  until  I  soon  Ibund 
myself  oki  the  first  landing-place,  ^i  gazing  lK>wa3*d8 
the  open  doer  whence  the  sound  proceeded* 

**  Hannah !  Hannah !" — cried  the  voice.  M  Is  therec 
no  one  here  to  attend  me  1  Hajmah;  I  say  !-t-  Oh,  m\xs^ 
I  lie  here  and  ^e  of  thirst  !**         : 

I  stepped  involuntarily  towards  the  open  door. 

"Is  there  no  one  there?  Where  are  all  my  sen 
▼ants  t  Wh^e  is  my  wife  this  week  past  T  eontihued 
the  voice.  "  What  serves  dil  my  wealthy  when  here  I 
dia  of  bunuBg  thirst !.    Ah,  cui»ed  wealth,  without.  Iov« 
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•^cursed  wealth— I  choke!  I  choke!     Oh,  could  I  only 
reach  that  glass,  that  mocks  my  parehed  tongue  P 

The  appeal  was  too  much  for  my  excited  feelings 
•—and  forgetting  every  thing  else,  I  walked  into  the 
chamber,  and  liSiog  the  glass,  towards  which  the  sick 
man  looked  with  harrowing  eagemeasy  I  held  it  to  his 
lips. 

"  Ha  ! — he ! — ^he !"  uttered  the  feeft>le  sick  man,  after 
he  had  drunk  hastily,  and  looking  up  in  my  face  with 
a  delight  that  partook  of  the  idiotcy  either  of  raving 
fever  or  of  insanity — ^*  What  brought  you.  here^  Lodo 
wick,  to  give  me  my  drink  I  Ha  !  he ! — don't  yoU 
know  me  V* 

The  address  astonished  me,  when  I  looked  in  the 
emaciated  countenance  of  the  sick  gentleman,  and  tried 
to  recall  a  dim  fancy  of  having  seen  it  before.  I  had 
seen  it  certainly,  but  where  or  when  I  could  not  at  the 
moment  think  of;  for  the  eyes  were  so  sunk  with  ill« 
ness,  and  their  expression  so  altered  by  mental  imbe* 
cility,  that  past  reecdlections  were  confounded  in  the 
pain  of  the  spectacle. 

"Hark'ee,  Lodowick,"  whispered  the  sick  person 
feebly,  and  still  under  the  imagination  that  he  knew  me, 
'*  if  you  find  that  drunken  old  nurse  on  the  stairs,  be 
sure  you  throw  her  over ! — ^be  sure  you  do ! — Oh,  I 
am  a  poor  wretched  n^an  !*'  and  the  pained  invalid  shut 
his  eyes  and  groaned  with  a  heart-touching  moan. 

He  again  opened  his  eyes,  and  gazed  steadfastly  upon 
me.  **  Shall  I  help  you  to  more  drink  T  I  said  coo^ 
passionately. 

"  Hell  and  fury !" — screamed  the  sick  man,  his  cou»* 
tenance  now  changing  into  an  expression  of  hoiror  as 
he  gazed  on  me — •*  you  are  not  Lodowick  1  I  know 
what  you  want.  You  have  come  here  after  ray  wife— • 
my  false  wife ! — ^but  I  might  have  known  all  this — for 
she  never,  never  loved  me — ^and  some  one  such  a  woman 
must  love — Oh,  I  am  an  unhappy  man !" 

*•  I  solemnly  assure  you,  sir,  I  have  never  seen  her." 

The  countenance  again  lost  its  energetic  wildness, 
and  assumed  its  pleased  and  half-imbecile  expression. 
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*I8  that  really  the  case,  friend  T  he  aaid»  as  he  still 
gazed — *^  aDd  you  attending  upon  me  here  vvhile  my 
own  servants  leave  me  to  die.  But  hark !"  he  whis- 
pered, *'  there  is  that  drunk^i  old  devil  coming  up  again. 
1  cannot  get  rid  of  her,  for  she  deceives  even  my  wife, 
by  pretending  kindness  to  me,  while  she  neglects  me 
all  night.  Now,  my  friend,  will  you  just  watch  till  she 
gets  to  the  top  of  the  stabs,  and  then  pitch  her  over — 
pitch  her  just  over-— head  and  heels — he !  he  T' 

^  I  will,"  said  I,  glad  of  an  excuse  to  leave  this  sad 
scene ;  *^  FU  soon  do  for  her ;"  and  again  I  stepped  out 
mto  the  passage. 

*'  This  is  the  most  extraordinary  exhibition  of  wealth 
and  misery,"  said  I  to  myself,*"  that  everprei^nted  itself 
to  my  observation.  Where  on  earth  can  I  have  got  to  ? 
and  where  is  this  odd  adventure  to  end  V 

A  light  shot  upwards  from  the  baok«stairs  and  across 
the  corridor,  and  the  old  nurse  now  came  clambering  up 
the  stairs,  carrying  her  taper  in  one  hand  and  a  bottle  in 
the  other,  which  obhged  me  to  mount  the  second  flight  to 
escape  her  observation.  As  I  looked  down,  I  observed 
that  the  wretch  was  nearly  tipsy,  but  fearing  to  meet  her 
eye,  I  hastily  mounted  the  next  stair,  and  in  a  few  mch 
ments  more  I  found  myself  on  the  seeond  story  of  this 
strange  mansion. 

**  How,  in  the  name  of  fortune,  am  I  to  be  relieved 
from  this  awkward  predicament?"  I  again  asked  my- 
self, "  atid  where  have  I  got  to  T  Never  did  a  house 
appear  less  likely  for  a  scene  of  intrigue  than  this  dis- 
mal mansion,  and  yet  I  am  eertahi  I  saw  thatdaik,.  sol- 
emn, aristoeratioal  figure  enter  it" 

My  reflections  were  interrupted  by  a  murmuring  sigh, 
which  evidently  came  from  only  a  short  distance,  and 
stepping  a  few  paces  inward,  I  perceived  the  dark  cor- 
ridor crossed  by  a  stream  of  light,  which  proceeded 
from  a  room  in  the  passage,  the  door  of  "wtl^h  stood 
slightly  ajar. 

"  By  Heavens !"  said  I  mentsdly,  •*  since  I  am  in  this 
•  siiuatiori,  I  will  take  my  chance  of  every  consequence. 
In  order  to  -g^  at  the  bottonv  of  tj^e  niyiiteriee  that 
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i^pear  about  the  inmates  of  this  heuse,'*  and  I^t^ped 
up  quite  close  to  the  slightly  opened  door* 

I  thought  I  heard  a  murmuring  sound,  as  if  of  a  soft 
'whispet  from  withint  but  as  I  stood  to  listen,  all  was 
again  nlent.  The  door,  moved  by  the  draft  of  air  from 
below,  edged  a  little  more  open,  and  I  could  partly  see 
inside.  The  glimpse  of  magnificence  and  of  luxury 
that  I  obtained  whetted  my  curiosity,  now,  as  I  was 
prepared  ^  any  personal  exposure  \  and  touching  the 
door  lightly,  it  moved  half<]qpen.  The  one  glance  of 
yich  curtams  and  couches,  gilding  and  decoration,  thai 
£rst  caught  my  eye,  convinced  me  that  I  was  looking 
into  BO  ordinary  apartment, .  and  the  idea  of  a  lady's 
boudoir,  but  more  Parisian  than  £i|gUsh,  came  instantly 
across  me,  accon^anied  by  that  guilty  feeling  which 
one  may  well  experience  who  ventures  within  the  inner 
recesses  of  an  Eastern  harem. 

The  light  seemed  to^faum  Low,  but  I  next  had  a  glhnpae 
€f  the  table,  on  which  was  placed  a  dim  lamp,  whtcdi 
stood  on  a  tripod,  fancifully  supported  by  carved  figures^ 
and  shed  its  mellow  light  over  crystal  decanters  and 
giasset^  wherein  the  dark  ruby  colour  of  wine,  with 
fruits  and  refre^ments,  served  in  silver^  and  crowded  to> 
gether  under  the  serened  light,  gave  an  idea  of  gorgeous 
and  profuse  luxuriance.  The  sight  that  next  presented 
itself,  however,  ahnost  took  the  light  out  of  my  eyes. 
The  bust  of  a  lady  appesfed  beyond  the  table,  ais  she 
JSBi  with  her  arms  folded  over  her  breast,  axid  seemed 
k>  gaze  with  an  expression  of  excitement  on  some  ob- 
jeet  which  I  could  not.  as  yet  see.  A  noble,.,  heroic 
bust  it  was,  a  white  throat,- and  part  of  the  bared  .bosoqi 
to  bo  seen,  her  shoulder  just  touched  by  the  curiing 
tendrils  of  a  bouquet  of  dark,  dustering  hair,  which 
towered  above  a  head  of  the  most  classic  fonn.  Her 
.lips  beg^  to  move,  but  knitted  only  a  whisper;  she 
luxnedJher'fkce  a  little,  and  I  detected  in  an  instant  tha 
bold  and  striking,  yet  lovely  fefmnine  features  of  the' 
lady  whom  I  had  seen  eater  the  carriage^  and  whom  I 
could  not  mistake  as  the  very  same  which  I  had  watched 
ioolong  stMlthily.fiwn  behind  the  curtain  at  the  oper^ 
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**  Fot  fntrcfB  Bske^  GeargianiB^  do  not  use  me  thnsi 
I  can  bear  any  thing  but  this/'  exdatmed  passionately 
a  man^s  voice  fW>m  within. 

The  lady  sighed,  and  comprei^sed  her  lipst  but  re^ 
plied  not. 

^  What  have  I  done.  Lady  Stains,  to  merit  tfaiB  treslh 
ment  f* 

**  A  slight  thhig  for  a  man  of  gallantry,^'  sM  the  lady 
bitterly,  bttt  yet^illi  seomiiil  dignity,r-N*<«  only  mined 
me — ^riiined  me^  my  lewd — thatfs  idl." 
'  **  How  can  yon  say  so,  Lady  Stains  t  when  aAsr  all 
my  assiduity,  all  that  my  uifconquerabie  hnB  has  u»- 
pelled  nie  to  do  tod  to  snbnrit  TO  4m  ymar  sake,  I  have 
never  until  this  night  obtained  one'  half-hour's  pri^ 
vate— ** 

^AreyonmfC'ktMsnfmitiAt,^  interrapted  die  My, 
**  alone  with  me  in  my  boudoir  after  midnight,  and  fifir 
Archibald's^  own  servant  ptivy'tio  itti  H^s  the  world 
leisrure  to  Judge  ffom  laiiy  other  than<  exterior  circum- 
stahees  9  and  \«  it  it»  way- to  tidce  thc|  -fiivovcable  view 
of  the  conduct  of  those  whom  it  envies  or  affect*  to 
pity?  Alas!  you,  my  lord,  toid  my  own  ihougktless 
heart,  which  has  given  you  too  wosh;  eneoinragement, 
and  my  girlish  ambitkini  and  my  meneikaiy  relations 
who  have  placed  me  in  the  unnatural  circumstances  in 
which  I  am.  Have  mined  me^-^-^uined  ro*  i  Oh,  if  it 
Were  possible  in  this  world  for  i^hiatentioiHd  gi:dlt  to 
retract  its  steps — ^ 

*«Giiilt!  my  lady — ^how  can  yon  talk thns  wbett yon 
know—" 

*•  Is  not  that  v«ry  assiMty  that  yon  make  your  boalit 
guilt,  when  /  did  not  peremptorily  ibrbid  it  t  Is  not  this 
meeting  deep  guilt  on  my  put  f  Were  any  one  of  the 
wdrid^  pro^l^rs  s^ler  m*JK«r  of  scandal  standing  this 
moment  behhid  that  doOry  and  watchiag  ns  now,  would 
the  eaves>4r6pping  wretch  not  call  us  a  guilty  pair^  and 
proclaim  my  deep  delinqaency  to  the  greedy  ears  of  a 
rejoicing  world,  before  Ihe  morning's  dawn ;  orliold  me 
up  one  day  to  'S<$om  in  a  pnblie  court  of  justice,  by 
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witoftssing,  with  the  holy  Evangelists  at  his  l}p»,  my 
everiasting  infamy r  ,        ^. 

My  feelings  may  be  conceiyed  at  this  moment,  as 
die  lady  paused  in  her  passionate  speech,  when  I 
thought  of  my  present  predicament;  but  I  stood  per- 
fecdy  still,  prepared  for  the  worst. 

"For  Heaven's  sake,  Georgiana,  do  not  speak  so 
loud;  and  see,  the  door  is  wide  open-'    Allow  me, 
—and  I  heard  the  speaker  rise  from  his  seat. 

*'No,  my  lord,  you  shall  nojt,  unless  you  mean  tp 
leave  me  this  instant;"  cried  the  lady.  "We  ^ne  not 
«ome  to  that — to  be  shut  in  together." 

The  noble  paramour  seemed  to  /resume  Ws  sea^ 
while  I  stood  doggedly  where  I  was,  but  trembling,  1 
confess,  with  conscious  shame,  and  only  putting  my 
head  occasionally  past  the  doer  to*  catcjh  a  gUmpee  of 

the  lady.  '  ;  ,        r 

"My  lewd,"  she  said,  after  a  raomeat,  '?I  %  of  yoa 
to  leave  me.  What  can  you  possibly  promise  youi^ 
self  by  this  desperate  boldness^  after  what  I  have  told 

"Georgiana,"  he  said,  assmm^g  a  tone  qr  t«ider- 
ness,  "you  are  unhappy."  ,   i  ^ 

♦*  I  know  I  am :  is  tha*  any  novelty  among  our  help- 
less sex  t" 

"  And  you  are  wiedded  to  one  who — ^"        ,   • 

"Heavens!  my  lord^  what. would. you  say!  How 
few  women,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  are  married 
to  tteir  hearts'  wish !"  ;  f 

"  From  what  I  can  learn  the  present  illness  (4  Sir 
Archibald  is  a  mere  repetition  of  those  6^  whi(^  may 
keep  you  lingering  over  him,  pardy.ashis  sick-nur^e 
and  pardy  as  the  endurer  of  his  humours,  until  the 
blessed  years  of  your  youth  shall  have  wasted  them- 
selves in  sickening  d^iesslon  and  confinement;  and 
'  that  love  for  which  you  were  bom,  and  which  is  the 
strongest  feeling  of  your  nature*  sha^  burst  the  swell- 
iing  heart  in  \duch  you  would  in  vain  stifle  it." 

I  looked  forth  as  he  paused,  and  saw  the  lady  cover 
her  eyes  with  her  long  plump  fingers,  and  while  lean- 
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ittg  her  heiad  upon  her  naked  arm,  her  breast  heaved 
w&i  deep  emotion.  *"        .    ' 

^Lady,  listen  to  me,"  oofttimied  the  other  voice 
eageify ;  **  you  talk  of  there  being  tittle  novelty  in  your 
cmmmstanees ;  but  point  me  out  among  all  whom  you 
know  in  society  any  one  of  half  your  b^uty  so  wretch- 
edly situated ;  and  would  there,  let  me  ask,  be,  even  in 
tlie  eyes  of  the  world,  an;^  novelty  in  a  young  and 
lovely  woman  breakmg  thioagh  the  trammels  that 
others  foreed  upon  her  at  an  age  when  she  was  unable 
to  judge  of  the  imperative  requirements  of  tier  own 
heart, — ^and  abandoning  age,  imbecility,  and  jttdUnas 
impotence  for  congenialiqr— happiness — joy  sucli  as 
f--l,'Georgialia,  who  adore  -you,  could  bestow — and 
i^Ti?  bestow — will  confer  and  lead  you  to,  throughout 
every  moment  of  my  future  life,  and  wikh  eveiy  ad- 
▼ama^  of  my  birth  and  my  fortune^-HMeklbr  that 
contentment  which  in  present  cireomstanoes  you  can 
never  tastew  Lady,  think — eonsenl — will  you? — ^this 
moment  is  mine — ^this  oppoitunity,  that  I  have  bought 
with  so  many  nights'  watching,  is  ours — ^put  yoiu-self 
under  my  protection — despise  the  balMe  of  nine  short 

«ays  at  heme  while  you  and  I  shall  be  abroad  enjoying 
fe  and  love-— Georgiana!  speak!  are  you  minet    I 
will  devote  my  existence  to  you  1" 

The  lady  dlowly  raised  her  head  and  kl  her  white 
arm  droop  from  her  face  as  she  fixed  her  eyes  on  the 
^eaker.  The  pause  was  like  the  breathless  instant 
that  precedes  the  flarii  of  the  tube  which  derives  some 
being  of  exigence.  By  heaven,  I  was  unable  to  resist 
ny  anxiety  to  assure  myself  regarding  the  other,  and 
taking  half  a  step  forward  I  jsaw  the  eager  half-foreign 
oountenance  of  that  stranger  whom  my  curiosity  had 
followed  from  the  hour  of  my  arrival  in  England,  gazing 
with  an  ardour  that  was  almost  terrible  in  the  beauteous 
feeeoftheiady. 

^Nam,^  said  she,  calmly;  ^^now  I  have  heard,  you 

«n^--^nowI  knknir  all-r-now  Isee  ail  that  the  dread  vista 

1^  finnvity  presenita;  shotdd  I^steti  to  yx>ur  audacious 

WGosml^'MOf  my  loid-!    Go!— Leave  we  I  say— 1 

G9 
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^priU  not  bear  yon  \  Not  a  word  further  will.I  Usten  to* 
Go !  else  I  will  call  up  the  servants ;"  aad  as  she  ros^. 
I  retreated  a  few  steps  outside,  the  door.      . 

«*  Does  not  the  world*  as  yoa  say,  already  call  you 
guilty  r  I  heaid  the  other  say,  **■  and  does  fiot  evi^n 
your  jealous  husband  heUet e  it  and  upbraid  you  con- 
cerning me  ?'' 

^  Yes,  and  I  deserve  it ;  but.  I  have  another  to  answer 
to— 4  have  my  own  conscience  to  satisfyt  Npw  ^ave 
me,  my  lord,*'  she  added,  entreatingly ;  and  now  tlunk* 
ittg  that  this  strange  scene  was  about  to.be  tarnjinated, 
I  hastily,  and  on  tipioe,  traversed  the  corridor,,  and 
again  stood  at  the  head  of  the  staira. 

All  was  again  dark  around,  but  I  bad  no  BQ^er:got' 
to  the  staircase,  while  the  stranger  within  still  iield.  a 
low*toned  altercation  with  UieJiady,  unwilling,  aa  it  ap- 
peared, to  abandon  his  objeet,  than  a  smell,^  &e  qiosb^ 
my  sense,  as  if  ascending  frran  bdb^w.  I  slipped  again 
soAily  down  to  the  first  landing-place,  and  nowihe  spneli 
became  decidedly  sensibie*  Reoolleoting  the.:  tipsy- 
state  of  die  niu^e,  I  stood  once  more  at  the  door  of  tho 
sick  man's  chamber.  A  strong  light  gieamed  at  the 
foot  of  the  door,  which  was  now  shui.  '  A  rapid  susr^ 
picion  again  aroused  my  feelings,  and  braving  every* 
personal  consideration;  I  turned  the  hsuidle  of  the. 
dinmber-doiMr  and  walked  in.  I  aooa  saw  what^had 
given  rise  to  my  suspieions. 

The  •  careless  beldam  was  sitting  at  a  table  Jby  the 
window  sound  asleep;  the  top  of  her  muslin  cap.buEnt 
completely  ofi^  having!  been  oonsumed  by  the  fiam^  of 
the  candle  over  which  she  nodded,  and  the  MaitkNn  of 
the  cap  and  shawl  having  now  ccmununiealea  with  the- 
wmdow-curtain^  the  latter  was  rapidly  burning  fowarda. 
the  drapery  aboVe^  «  .  ,t 

I  saw  that  without  aid  the  fire  would  instandyebm* 
municate  to  the  bed  in  which  the  sick  man  lay* now  also 
fast  asleep,  and,  in  shorty  that  in  five  minuted  nMse  ihe 
room  would  be  in  fiames.  As  I  ran  towads'thewindow** 
and,  drawmg  aside  the  further  curtain*  which  was  ndt 
yet  ignited,  perceived  that  the  shutters  wqre  not  cloeedt 
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,«aiuddmi,|fa9iight8t^0kni€|  r^anUng  the  termination 
of  this  adyenture.  ,  Heaven  help  us,  but  man  is  a  selfish 
^nimal^  i^r  in  .another  instant  my  own  awkward  precUca- 
nent  came  so  home  upon  myself,  that  I  resolved  to  risk 
the  homing  of  the  mansion,  and  all  other  consequences, 
for  the  chance  now  afforded  me  of  getting  wiobserved 
out  of  the  house. 

.  ^[^illiag  away  the  unconscious  old  woman,  who  was 
4lr^nk  asleept  as  well  as  some  other  baggage  from  near 
the  wiadow,  I  witnessed  the  flames  spreading,  without 
in  the  mean  tune  giving  any  alarm ;  and  retreating  to- 
wards the  door,  which  I  shut  as  I  went  out,  to  prevent 
the  di:aft  of  air,  and  then  descending  the  great  stair, 
going  to  the  entrance,  I  lifled  the  end  of  the  heavy 
chain  and.  thnndered. violently  at  the  hall-door. 

The  sound  of  my. unexpected  noise  had  not  died 
«way  within  the  mansion,  when  I  heard  a  screafti  abov^ 
stairs,  and  light  footsteps  come  hastily  forth ;  but  the 
lady.peemed  to  have  lainted,  for  the  sounds  ceased,  and 
in  an  instant  after  I  heard  the  wires  move  by  the  walls 
through  the  lobbies,  and  a  bell  ring  violently  below* 

Again  I  thundered  at  the  door,  and  in  a  few  moments 
a&er  the  servant,  whose  duty  it  appeared  to  have  been 
to  sit  up^  came  from  his  lurking-place  in  great  terror^ 
and  passing  me  while  I  again  stood  concealed  behind 
the  pillar,  I  observed  him  take  the  key  from  his  pocket* 
and*  to  my  great  relief,  proceed  to  open  the  door.  Look«- 
ing  out  and  seeing  no  one,  he  stepped  forth  as  I 
had  calculated;  to  ascertain  who  raised  this  alarm. 
The  street  was  silent  and  deserted,  but  in  his  terror  he 
crossed  the  way  while  I  slipped  out,  and  going  up  to 
him,  exclaimed  in  his  ear,  ^  Are  you  mad  ?  Do  you 
not  see  that  your  house  is  on  fire  T  at  the  same  time 
pointing  up  to  the  blazing  window.  **The  whole 
inmates  might  have  been  burnt  to  death,"  I  added, 
^  had  I  not  most  fortunately  observed  it  in  passing  and 
given  the  alarm  by  knocking  at  the  door.  Hasten  to 
the  apartments,  and  I  will  be  here  to  eall  assistance.** 

The  fellow  ran  back  in  terror,  and  was  soon  joined 
by  some  of  the  other  servants,  but  I  was  not  at  all  dis- 
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posed  to  trdfit  myself  again  insidi^  and  w«!ted  WiliiaM 
to  obserre  the  result  and  be  ready  to  ghre  any  exterior 
assistance.  I  could  ohverire  that  there  wcks  not  a  little 
bustle  and  alarm  in  the  maAsion,  but  at  leng^  it  dttA 
away,  and  -with  the  burning  of  the  Windonr^urtidns  the 
'Whole  actual  damage  seemed  to  hare  terminated,  ex- 
cepting what  might  have  been  the  effects  of  the  acci- 
dent upon  the  invalid  gentleman,  whom  I  noMr  knew 
to  be  the  same  I  had  seen  at  Dover,  and  whose  scrciams 
I  conld  plainly'  hear  as  I  sto6d  in  the  streM  amid  the 
eoi^sed  noise  withm  the  house/ 

Before  finafly  retreating  I  went  onee  ni<nre  ttp  lo  Ihe 
•door  to  observe  the  munber  on  it,  when  it  was'  dm- 
^(ionsiiy  opened  by  llhe  same  senrant,  and'thef  bldaked 
figure  of  the  aristocralic  •  stnmg^r  issued  foMt  The 
Tery  i^ieht  of  this  remslrkable  beitig  had  isttc^h  an  effect 
on  me  mat  on  perceiving  him  Ihad  not  the  pdwtfr  "16 
'move*  '"■'.'  '  /" 

'**11ns  is  the  gentlemaii>  ftrck  lordship,**  said  J0ie 
servant,  t6  my  astonishment,  as  lie  pointed  to^'  m^ 
"who  saved  the  houite  by  giving  the  ^^darm  without;'*  ' 

*•  Ha — ra  it  sof*  said  llie  former,appearing  to  know 
me ;  but  after  one  start  of  animation  his  features  relaxed 
into  the  same:  cold  haughty  smile  that  I  had  At  'first 
observed,  as  tf  ehagrin  and  <Msappointment  had  «at  oil 
it,  his  large  eyes  appearing  indapable  of  shooting  that 
lightning  of  jmssion  which  I  had  been  the  witoesr  of  in 
ihe  boudoir  above.-  He  passed  on,  however,  turned  Ae 
corner  of  a  street,  and  befol[>e  I  had  compllet^lj  recovered 
my  surprise' or  was  able  to  use  my  legs  witlrefiect,  he 
.  had  entirely  vanished  from  my  st^t» 


y  Google 


MMMMCHU  1^ 


,  CHAPTER  IV. 

Whbn  I.fi)iind  myself  fairly  in  the  street,  afl^i:  the 
termination  of  this  adventure,  it  had  still  such  an  e^ect 
Hpon  me  that  I  coidd  scarcely  believe  that  I  was  really 
quite  alone,  aafil  delivered,  from  th?  shame  of  which  ,t 
had  so  long  felt  the  painfiil  ^preheipision.  ,  I  therefbf^ 
Mfeshedmy  way  on  frotn  street  to  street^  as  I.tjbLOUghity 
bomewards,  as  if « sofeoe  >  one  was  rapidly  chasing  ra^ 
«id!  seiTcfeal' times  looked  over,  my  shoulder  io  see  if  the 
persotmge  who  bad  so  long  exeited  my  cyripsity.  w^ 
aot  actually  dodging  my  steps.  .  Meeting.  hoMrevei^ 
^rith  no  oney  excepting  hare  and  the^Q  a  soliiiary  watch- 
man^-^for.we  in  Eoglaad  wei«  th^  m^der  the  old 
watchmen  regime, — andperf^eiving,  behidd  andhefo^e^ 
a  clear  street,  wiUiout  a  so«nd  distiitrl^ing  the;silence,.I 
began*  to  pace  slower,  and  to  suffer  the  current  of  mj 
own  reflections  uqioB  all  that  I; had  witnessed. 

The  image  of  a  man-— *4iny  manr-Ms  in  general  ^fMsiiy 
dismissed  from  another  ma^'s  fancy,  but  that  of  a 
woman,  a*  beautiful  wonPian,  is  much  more  a^et^ive.; 
particuiaEly.  to  ithe  imaginatioa  of  a  tbougl^tful,,  an4 
sobeivimnded  stranger,  ca^t  by  chance  into  the  oc^an 
of  human  beings.,  which  ebbs  and  flows  through  thp 
oomplex  reoeptacles.  of  a  great  capital.  And  yet  I  did 
not  think  of  ^e  lady  I  had  seen,  with  any  other,  senti- 
ment tlian  the  ixatural  interest  we  all  feel  in  the.  fate  of 
» fasdnaling  and  higi^minkded  woman,  jAaced  in  ,cir- 
eumstaneea  in  which  she  neithfor  eould  givf9  no;c  receiv0 
ilie  pleasure  for  which,  in:  person  and  mipd,  she  was 
eminently  flitted ;  and  now*  in  consequence,  and  by  ibfi 
arts  of  another,  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin*    <       .  * 

The  interest  I  had  91  flust  felt  abQut  i^e  strange  man 
was  now  turned  into  suspiciimt  and.  almost  abboaeiice ; 
a»d  should,  the  lady  not  have  the  strength  of  mind  to 
•porsist  is  her-exclnaioii  of  luoyor  in  any  deg^ts^  giv.e 
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wuy  to  his  further  attempts  upon  her  virtue,  t  sal? 
reserved  for  her  in  the  dim  vista  of  the  future,  misery 
and  degradation,  such  as  saddened  me  to  think  of. 

As  I  mused  concerning  this  lady,  however,  by  the 
natural  scene-shiftings  of  fancy,  and  the  affinities  of 
association,  another  ima^e  of  female  beauty  was  pre- 
sented to  my  mind,  namefy,  of  that  sweet  innocent-face 
which  I  had  so  frequently  had  opportunhies'of  oontenv- 
plating,  as  it  passed  me  like  the  fleeting  dream  of  aa 
angel,  during  my  solitary  rambles  aoiong  the  well- 
dressed  crowds  of  this  Babel  of  the  west  Beaiuty«^ 
^oughll^s,  or  perhaps  pensive  beauty ,-r*I  speak  of  liie 
unconscious  possessor, — ^how  seldom  is  the  young  and 
joyous  heart  of  its  wearer  aware  of  the  number  of  ks 
secret  but  sensitive  worshippers,  as,  gliding  past,  hkm 
regretful  ghosts,  even  while  they  walk  the  busy  sti^ets^ 
its  keen  ghmces  are  darted  into  their  inniost  souls,  andL 
afe.  aflerward  dwelt  upon,'  in  fancy,  as  the'procious 
Ilghtnhig  of  the  gods,  which  shooteth  down  from  heaven, 
to  give  a  golden  lustre  and  a  bright  radiance  to  the 
heavy  clouds  of  existence !  These  touching  looks  of 
female  loveliness,  how  they  linger  upon  the  recollection 
of  the  solitary  bachelor,  as  he  sighs  «ver  the  imagina- 
tion of  joys  which  he  cannot  taste,  until  he  Ia3r8  his 
heiid  at  night  on  liis  cold  dull  pillow ;  or  as,  for  want 
of  better  occupation,  he  wanders,  as  I  did,  at  three  in 
the  morning,  a  restless  stranger  in  the  Streets  of  the 
metropolis,  locking  out  for  questionable  midnight  adven- 
ture, like  the  discontented  spirit  of  prowling  observa- 
tion, "widch.  glares  in  at  the  murky  comers  of  city  crima, 
and  **  vanishes  at  crowing  of  the  cock." 
'  I  Was  aroused  from  these  thoughts  by  the  hkhbc  of 
tongues,  which  suddenly  disturb^  the  nazrow  street 
into  which  I  had  now  stroHed,  and  lookuigupand  around, 
observed  thsit  I  had  wandered  far  from  my  home,  and 
got  almofit  into  the  city.  I  hastened  forward,  however, 
towards  where  the  noise  came  from  (for  niglit-wan- 
dering  gentlemen  need  not  attempt  to  be  very  select  tn 
their  society  at  such  hours),  and  soon  my  BenthndHal 
cogitatians  were  dissipated  by  a  aeene  whieh^  howew 
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new  ta  me  ihmt,  is  no  nritjr  in.  the  Greets  of  Lomdbn. 
I  obserred  two  men,  haYing  the  appearance  of  gentle* 
men,  engaged  together  in  an  angiy  qaanrel,  and  almsing. 
each  other  with  «zceUeitt  drunken  vigour.  The  dispute, 
seemed  ready  to  end.in  blowsy  fafut  liaaving-been  putbn 
my  guard  as  a  stranger^  against  .midniglit  affirays  in  thet 
metropolis,  I  kept,  aloof  »fi>r  'a  minnte  or;  twb,'wttil  I 
observed  the  taller  man  of  the  twoi,  after  cailing  the: 
other  several  different. isorts.  of  scmmdrels,  eoMar  hkn' 
wnk  both  handi  and  shake  him  violently.  OivJQg  iMiy 
to  my  Heelings,  I  now  Ot^  near,  and  begged  of  the. 
strange  man  to  desist,  when  pardy  letting  go  the  o^er,. 
he  turned  his  wradi  upon  me^  and,  as  I  now  determinedly) 
interfered,  he  stmdc  at  me  with  his  freed  hand.  The' 
blow  waa  retucaed-^die  shorter  man  struggled,  and  also 
spaired,  and  a  romid  engagement  of  fistioufis  was  soon 
the  consequence  of  this  gentl^iuuily  business* 

Had  I  been. an  Irishman,  noithmg  conld  have  been 
more  gratifying  than  this  affair,  for  all  the  watchmen 
near  were  comfortably -asleejj,  ^te  coast  wsa  pieifectly 
clear,  and  we  bdng,  aa  I  soon  found  out,  all  personal 
acquaintances,  fought  with'  the  more  good«will.  The 
only  thing  unpleasant  was,- that  the  little  man,  who,  on 
hb  hat  being  knocked  efF,  I  foiind,  by  the  baki  paxch 
on  hia  crown,  to  be  nO'Othnr  than>  my  friend  Compton^ 
and  whose  sight  was. mystified  by:  the. liqiioc  he  had 
taken,  as  soon  as  he  got  free  of  the>gra0p  of  his.aiK 
tagonist,  dealt  his  bk>ws. on  me,  aod  thuaihe  eki^gement- 
became  of  a  general  and  xathert  promiscuous  nature^ 

Sobriety,  howere^,  was  thi3  better  part>(^  iriy  valomv, 
with  referenee  to  the  others,  and. having  at  length  suo-^ 
ceeded  at  least  in  scattering  n^  opponent  the  'taller 
man  then  started  off  down  the:  street,  and  we  two  who 
remained  begai)  tolook  sit  each  other,- and  to  tekebreath'- 

Mfilsss-ny  conscience  L'*  cried  Oomplbnrr^lookingi 
ekttely  in  my  face ;  for  my  ei)eellentnew'  acquaiiilane^ 
always  swore  by -a  quality  whichi  hasearcdy  eteBt 
professed  to  possess,  **oan  it  possil^lybe  youl^^and 
liorw  well  you  did  deal  about  yofk  I  mgk  ainaaed,i  sin 
-^  am  charmed  witli  you !  And  tQ  be  in  the  streets 
63 
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of  London  at  this  hour  in  the  morninf)  and  so  ready  to 
join  in  an  honest  quarrel !  You  are  converted,  sir — ^you 
are  civilized — ^you  are  homo  elegantuarunu  You  deserve 
to  be  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  dty." 

In  this  way  the  man's  tongue  ran  on,  complimenting^ 
me  in  language  of  drunken  absurdity  for  the  very  things 
o(  which  I  was  heartily  ashamed ;  and  indeed  his  gratis 
tude  for  my  interference  in  his  favour  was  so  great,  that 
I  could  hardly  persuade  him  to  move,  from  the  spot. 

By  this  time  the  hour  was  too  unseasonable  for  us  to 
attempt  to  get  into  our  lodgings,  and  my  companion, 
knowing  the  town  well,  dragged  me  towards  Govent 
Garden,  in  some  of  the  hotels  round  which  he  proposed, 
we  should  sleep.  When  we  got,  however,  under  the 
piazzas,  and  I  thought  to  end  this  low4ived  scene  by 
housing  my  companion  in  an  inn  where  we  saw  a  light 
still  burning,  as  he  groped  for  the  bell  at  the  door  a  fit 
of  drunken  obstinacy  came  over  him,  and,  nill  ye  will 
ye,  he  would  not  enter. 

^I  tell  you  what,  Mr.  Thingnmback,'*  he  again  was* 
pleased  to  say,  **  Fve  quite  a  new  opinion  of  you  after 
your  gentlemanly  conduct  this  night.  TU  take  you  into 
my  favour,  sir;  Fll  patronise  you, > and  by  G^^ —  yon 
dian't  go  home  until  I  show  you  something  mbre  of 
London.  Nay,  no  excuse8*T*-no  arginnents^  I'm  m 
lawyer,  and  can  tell  you  the  value  of  an  argument  to 
sixpence.  •  Besides,  you  can  put  it  all  in  your  bodt--« 
ha,' ha,  hai  Come;  for  I  have  got  something  to  say 
to  you,  if  you  can  attend  to  it. — Heavens,  how  drunk 
you  are !"  he  added,  with  the  usual  penetration  of  more 
sober  persons  upon  the  subject  of  their  own  faults,  as 
he  looked  up  muddily  in  my  face. 

It  was  in  vain  that  I  refused  or  insisted ;  and  he 
speedily  biought  me  to  some  plaee  near,-  which  is  kept^ 
qpen  all  mghty  and  which  has,  I  believe,  been  already 
described  oftener  than  reqpiisiie.  I  saw,  howeveiv  little . 
that  was  remarkable  in  the  house,  except  a  3»>ung  num. 
of  exceedingly  respectable  appearance  asleep  on  his  seat 
in  one  of  the  boxes  bdow.  Being  placed  by  ourselves, 
in  an  nppier  room,  the  lawyer,  looking  ateadily  is  tof 
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face,  and  complimenting  hia'  ofwn  penetrattoii  in  haviiig 
discovered  so  sensible  and  tractable  a  person  asmyseli^ 
began  to  talk  to  me  with  extraofrdinaxy  distincme»s  and 
consistency.  Having  determined  to  give  me  bis  con 
fidence,  his  tale,  to  my  astonishment,  was  regarding  a 
young  gentlewoman,  whom  he  described  with  such  en- 
thusiasm of  gross  admiration,  and  in  such  terms,  as  led 
m^unconscioasly  to  collate  all  he  said  with  the  beau- 
teous female  whom  my  eyes  had  so  often  followed  when 
she  appeared!  in  public,  bat  whom  I  had  of  late  looked 
out  for  in  vain. 

**But  wWat,''  said  I,  » is  all  this  to  yon?. .  What  ia 
yom  meaning  irhh  regard  to  the  ladyr 

^The  fact  is,**  said  ^  he,  *^I  am  tired  of  boaarding- 
houses  and  bachelonsm)  particulariy  as  I  eaa  mom 
aflbrd  to  buy  a  wife."  ' 

•♦To  buy  a  wife  P  exdaimed  I,  repeating  hia  vfle 
expression ;  ^  what  do  ybu'  meaaa  with  reference  to  a 
girl  such  as  you  desc^be  f 

♦*I  mean  exactly  as  I  say — because  I  ehooeeto  speak 
plain  language.  May  not  any  thing  be  bought  in  Eng- 
land ? — and  have  not  I  money  to  purchase  bcMity  t*'  he 
added,  clapping  h^  hand  -on  his  breedies-pocket  ^  Ay, 
a  heavy  purse  is  a  loadstone  so  'poWerM,  that  hang  it 
up  bet\reei<  heaven  and  earth,  as  the  Catholic  priests  do, 
and  it  will  draw  yoL  upwards  and  open  to  you  gates 
unspeakable,  after  you  have  purchased  here  below  all 
that  the  woriii  offtrs  to  thie  best  bidder.'' 

I  stared  a  m6ment  in  the  fkce  of  my  coarse  companion, 
as  I  reflected  on  what  he  said — for  even  truA  itself  is 
disgusting  when  too  broadly  spoken — and  then  said 
simply, 

"  But  the  g^l's  aflfectibns  T 

•*  Are  upon  me  !** 

I  again  glanced  over  those  mau^in  salacious  gray 
eyes,  and  that  tinged  nose,  which  had  always  repelldl 
me,  and  felt  most  uncomfortable. 

*•  I  tell  you' they  are  upon  me — ^that  is,  they  are  and 
must  be  upon  dress  and  equipage,  and  the  means  of 
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ereMing  envy ;  and  am  not  I,  with  mypunettfaa  repM* 
tentative  of  all  these  T 

•*  And  has  the  lady  oonsentedr 

*•  I  never  asked  her." 

••But her  father r 

•^If  he  does  not  I  have  a  lawyei'a  altemattve^-FQ 
•min  him  !     IVe  lent  him  money." 

**Aod  do  you  4^  this  English. 'manners  and  pro- 
ceedings f' 

••Certainly — at  least  with  wbe  peoille  -and  the 
English  are  getting  wiser  every  day.  Now  joii  majr 
put  that  in  your  be^  if  yicm  liker^a,  h^^  ba  I"  .  . 

1  again  looked  4trthe  man*  and  thHi  gave  a*  glance 
round  the  mtei  rapartmentp  I  never  in  my  e^stence 
Mt  so.iiumbled  as  I  did  at  jthia  mpment,  to  think  that  I 
was  making  myself  a  companion  «f  sueb:  a  wretch»  and 
'jh  'a  plaoe  whi^  I  linl  now  $s)ianied  to  think  of- ,  j  How 
dear4xnight  is  tiia*  things  which  we,c{iU  knpwledge  fif 
the  world !  A  thought,  however,  struQk  me  at;  the  mo- 
•ment,  that  I  might  be  usefiil  to  Bome  -oa^  in  reference 
to  this.  biisiness»  and  I  de^rmined  to  persevere  is^  my 
inquiries* 

Whether  during,  the  pause,  howevert  Compton  had 
begun  to  suspect  me  I  hardly  can  judge ;  but  what  Jittle 
«dditioQal  I  could  .get  out  of  him  after  this  went  to  ccp- 
vince  me  that  he  ^ad  some  strange-  schanes  on  hand* 
i  which  were,  intended  to  ruin  the  happiness  of  some  ami- 
able family,  whom  he  judged,  of  oi4y  by  his  «wn  gross 
couoepuons ;  and^  absurd  as  the  notipn  seemed,  I  could 
•not  withal  entirely  dive&ft  myself  of. a  distant  ^suspicion 
.  that  possibly  the  whole  might  have  reference. to  hi^r 
whose  simple  beauty  had  so  dwelt  upon  my  fancy  siuce 
I  had  become  a  wandering  strviger.in  Lom^^^- .. . 

Becoming  exceedingly  uneasy  in  the  coippany  >o£  my 
,.  neighbonr,  «nd  perceiving  that  sle^p  began  to  overpower 
,  him,  I  was  now  enabled  to  persuade  him  to  adjouip.  to 
the  hotel.  The  day,  as  we  again  emerged  into  the  op^n 
'  air,  was  beginning  to  bre^  and  to  my  smprise,Covent 
,  Gsuden  was  already  crowded  with  its  early  frequentein 
from  the  country,  who,  with  numerous  carts  filled  wi^ 
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ail  oiattiaker  of  iriuts  Bod  kitdiennstiiffs,  caused  a  species 
of  bu3tle  thai;  had  a  peculiar  efiect  to  a  stranger.  My 
jnindt  however^  was  scarcely  in  a  kumour  to  ol)senre  it, 
aad  succeeding  in  getting  into  the  inn,  I*at  length, 'weary 
and  jadedy  v«tired  to  my  apaitment.  Thus  ended  the 
adventures  of  jthia,  to  me,  memorable  night. 


.  >        CHAPTER  V. 

TiuB  tedium  and  ndgaiity  of  the  street  land  tavern  ad- 
ventures of.  the  previous  night  were  positively  vrctr^ 
submitting  to  for  the  sake  of  the  consequences  to  vrhich 
they  led,  and  partiofdaiiy  of  t^e  look  of  incredolouB 
asipniahaient  whieh^CefnptoB)putQ)G^  at  our  late  break- 
fast on  the  following  monung,  upon  my  repeating  what 
he  had  told  me  regarding  his  scheme  of  marriage,  dis^ 
elofaed  to  me.in  hia^cups;  He  had  no  previous  conc^tion 
ihat  the  old  proverb  in  .^Ano  Veritas  had  any  applicatkm 
xo  so  guanteda  fox  as  himself,  neither  haid  he  the 
•Ugfa^t  iiecoUection  of  .the  latter  part  of  the  ev^mg's 
trpnsactions* 

Crafi  bfi^ets  erafl,  at  least  it  ought  to  do  so,  for  that 
is  the  only  way  that  its  .crooked  plans  are  to  be  fitly  met 
--HIO,  preteadk^  lOiknoKkr  more  than  Compton  had  actu- 
ally toldmc^  he  was  obliged,  as  we  continued  to  coiw 
verse^  to  igive  nua  almost  ^s  entire  confidence.  I  did 
nol^  howevei^  i&Ktum  give  him  mine ;  for  though  I  sus*> 
j^ted,  Uqm  fonner  hints,  that  he  must  have  known  the 
jstraoge  nobleman  who  had  so  oddl/  interested  me,  taking 
my  eue  from  himself,  I  drank  in  every  thing  that  my 
^aia  could  catch  fiom  him^  but  determined  to  say  nothing 
in  return  mail  I  saw  proper  tinse.  Meanwhile  he  begaa 
to  affect  to  treat  me  with  the  highest  confidence,  wluch 
I  easily  deemed  was  only  the  consequence  of  his  having 
dready  tnisted  me  iurther  than  be  intended ;  but  as  I 
saw  a%  well  as  hknself  that  a  thiid. person  wodd  be 
M 
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useful  to  him  in  these  matters,  on  his  {iraposhig  to  kili 
to  take  upoa  m3r8elf  that  responsible  offiee,  influenced 
by  a  newly-excited  curiosity,  I  positively  refused,  unktts 
he  was  disposed  directly  to  introduce  me'  to  the  ^ady 
whose  hand  he  sought,  and  also  to  her  father,  ecmcent- 
ing  whom  he  entertained  the.  benevoiei^  intentions  let 
out  on  the  previous  night. 

I  did  not  entirely  like  his  answers  to  me  on  this  point, 
hot  made  no  reply,  until  a  letter  he  found  waiting  for 
him  at  our  lodgings  on  our  return  thither  seemed  to  give 
him  new  light ;  and  brightening  up  when  he  had  read  it, 
he  said,  with  his  usual  triumphant  yet  freezing  chuckle, 
**Ha!  this  is  lucky — times  are  changed  with  the 
Fortesques  when  they  are  obliged  to  c^me  to  me;  In 
live  minutes,"  he  added,  taking  ouVifais  watch^  **her 
finher  will  be  here." 

"  Well,"  said  I,  "  and  what  of  Aat  T 
•    ^  Nothing — but  that  yon  seemed  tsi  take  «ii  interest 
in  the  lady.     Hark!  there  is  an  aristocratic  knock  for 
you.     *Tis  he,  I'm  certain." 

I  walked  to  the  window,  and  in  two  minutes  saw  a 
tall  eldeily  gentleman  descend  from  a  plain  green  car^ 
riage.  The  door  of  it  was  not  shut  after  him.  A  deli* 
eate  female  figure  next  stepped  out  of  it,  end  what  was 
my  astonishment,  when,  in  spite  of  veils  and  cloaks,  I 
was  able  to  recognise  the  perfect  profile  of  llie  beautiful 
creature  whom  I  had  so  long  followed  wilh  my  eyes 
through  the  public  places  of  the  -  metropolis.  On  Mr. 
Fortesque  being  annoimced,  Compton  went  to  receive 
the  father  and  daughter  in  another  room.  1  heard  the 
light  foot  of  the  latter  trip  along  the  passage  beside  tat* 
I  could  have  burst  through  the  wall-  to  get  near  them, 
90  much  had  the  whole  circumstance  excited  my  feelings* 

Through  my  own  half-opened  door,  I  at  first  heird 
loud  and  angry  talk  between  the  gentlemen.  Afier- 
ward  the  sound  of  the  stranger's  voice  sunk  into  sub- 
dued and  low  murmurings;  but  when  the  clear  soft 
tones  of  a  female  struck  upon  my  ear,  as  if  she  spoke 
m  expostulating  and  petitioning  language,  I  was  unable 
to  contain  my  feelings,  and  starting  mat  into  the  passage* 
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and  q>eiuiig  the  door  of  a  small  room  nea^t  to  theira»  I 
went  in  to  catch,  if  possibley  some  portion  of  their  con- 
venation.  Eaves-dropping  and  what  I  was  now  about 
are  not  the  same,  things.  To  my  joy  I  found  a  smal) 
door  within  a  recess,  which  appeared  to  have  been  naile4 
up,  but  the  upper  part  of  which  was  of  green  glass  juid 
covered  with  a  light  screen.  Removing  the  screen  a 
little,  I  found  myself  almost  behind  the  parties,  and  had 
a^tolerably  distinct  view  of  them. 
'**  And  do  you  really  refuse  me  this  small  sum,  sir?" 
I  heard  Mr.  Fortesque  say,  casting  a  glance  of  mixed 
sootn  and  entreaty  upon  Compton,  who  stood  between 
the  old  gentleman  and  his  daughter  with  a  nonchalance 
that  was  to  me  perfectly  astonishing.  **  By  heavens !" 
continued  the  petitioning  father,  **  this  last  misfortune 
will  drive  me  distracted!  My  house — the  domestic, 
hearth  of  my  father's  son — to  be  profaned  by  tlie  vile 
executioners  of  the  law,  and  all  for  less  thap  a  thousand 
pounds.    My  God !  and  you,  too,  to  desert  me  !** 

^  I  assure  you  I  am  exceedingly  sorry,  sir — exceed* 
ingfy  sorry — ^but  these  things  toiU  happen,  and  d<^,  hap- 
pen every  day." 

«*Ah,  sir,"  said  the  afflicted  girl,  looking  up  to  th^ 
inexorable  money-trader  with  an  expression  of  agony 
in  her  countenance  which  almost  took  the  heart  out  of 
my  body  merely  to  witness  it,  **oan  you  see  my  poor 
father  thus  situated,  after  all  that  has  passed,  and  nof 
do  this  for  him  ?  I  thought  when  I  accompanied  him 
to  you  this  sad  morning,  that  you  would  surely  do  it 
for  me  at  least.  Oh,  sir,  will  you, — ^will  you,  Mr. 
Compton  V* — and  the  poor  girl  rose  up  and  clasped  her 
hands  together.in  her  intense  agitation. 

The  contrast  between  the  two  faces  was  to  me  so 
appalling,  while  witnessing  this  sensual  representative 
tif  Mammon  and  the  Satyr  gloating  over  that  lovely 
countenance,  as  with  eyes  now  streaming  in  tears  the 
wretched  ^irl  continued  to  gaze  upon  his  bloated  face, 
hat  I  could  with  difficulty  refrain  from  bursting  into  the 
loom,  to  be  myself  her  friend,  or  at  least  her  advqcate. 

The  smile  with  which  he  regarded  her  waa  to  me 
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Worsi6  than  aH,  as  lie  iaid,  addressing  her,  <^Perii|q»8-*-* 
perhapslmKf  be  able  to  fiad  the  moneyrMoeeyov  tkiu 
j^eaa  for  it,'*  and  leaving  her,  he  stepped  forward,  and, 
"^th  sly  deliberation,  whispered  something  m.  the  ear 
ofherfathef. 

The  start  and  the  succeeding  k>ok  wjhich  foUotired 
the  proposal  to  the  distracted  victim  of  ruin,  I  will  not 
attempt  to  describe ;  a  hectic  laugh  was  the  first  aiub- 
ble  explosion  of  his  feelings,  and,  after  a  few  more 
words,' the  old  gentleman  again  said  alond^— 

***Say  no  more,  sir ;  1  see  what  it  has  come  to  with 
me.  Leave  me  fbr  a  moment,  and  i  will  at*  once  vako 
(he  matter'  known  to  my  daughter." 

Compton  left  the  room,  and  I  wished  myself  ai^n 
where  rather  than  to  be  witness  of  what  I  knew  was. to 
come  between  the  fafiher  and  his  child ;  but  interest  In 
the  whole  riveted  me  to  the  spot,  and  I  bohed  ^e  door 
of' the  room  hi  which!  was,  that  I  might  not  be-  dis- 
turbed, and  then  stood  again  at  n^y  window  to  obactVQ 
them.  •       i  ^  * 

'  "^Matilda,"!  heard  the  pale  old  man  say,  ii^ier.apatise« 
^  a  proposal  has  just  been  made  to  me  that  invoLirea 
)rour  future  destiny,  and'  the  remaming  Ibrtone  of  my 
fkmily.  '  It  is  one  which  I  should  not  even  name  to  you 
inotdhiiary  circumstances,  but  it  arises  naturaUy>QOt.of 
the  tmfortunate  situatib'n  in  which  we  are  placed,  and 
Is  only  the  last  of  at  series  of  tnwMes;  for,  as  the 
wheel  of  fortune  '\9  cantinually  turning  round,  hringing 
one  man  up,  and — ^ 

'*  My  dear  father,"  said  the  anxious  girl,  **name  the 
proposal."  .     ' 

*'  You  know  the  man  who  has  just  left  us,  and  how 
We  are  situated ;  can  you  not  guests  the  purport  «f!  his 
Whisper  about  you  I" 

**  Is  it  possible,  my  father,  that  you  covld  thidk  of 
my  being  married  to— to — ** 

•'  **  Matilda,  my  love,  I  do  not '  thmk  of  it-i-IcannoiT^" 
'  **  Father,  wiU  it  save  you  ^  '      ^ 

'««Itwill;  butdo  not  letmepres8ii,'mych]l(^bgaiint 
yeur  youMnl  feelmgs;  although  I  «kould  be  drirai  to 
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<li3r  »et  of  desperatjon  for  the  pl!e8^nt-^I  will  go.  and 
humble  myself  befose  him  whom  I — ^" 

^  I  will  do  what  you  wish — ^I.will  do  any  thing;  but, 
oh,  my  God,  the  wife  of  Compton!"  and  QtifUng  her 
gr^  for  a  mome^ti  ehe  at  length  threw  heraelf  weeping 
into  the.  old  man'a  anus* 

I  was  unable  to  bear  the  sobbings  of  both,  and  ru^lv* 
iag  •ttt  of  the  toom  im  which  I  had  been  observing  them, 
I  enocfuBtered  the  money-lender  in  the  passage* 

^  Where  have  you  fled  to  ?"  said  he,  *'  I  wanted  to 
see  you." 

^  What  is  that  you  have  in  your  |iand  T 

*^  It  is  a  oootraet — ^a  niisaive  icontractof  marriage  ^ 
be  whispered  triumphantly,  ^of  my  marriage  into  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  the  kingdom ;  but  I  have  bought 
it  somewhat  dear  though*  Come,  you  shall  see  the 
bride,''  and  before  I  could  rcf  ly,  I  found  myself  hurried 
IbrWard  by  the  arm  into  the  room  and  the  presence  of 
the  dtatressed  gentleman  and  his  daughter, 

Matilda  Fortesque  started  on  seeing  me,  for  my  face 
was  not  .unkhown  to  her,  owr  eyes  having  frequently 
metbeilpTe;  but  unaUe  to, divine  in  what  character  I 
now  so  imexpecfcedljr  stood  in  her  presence  at  tliia  pain- 
ful crisis,  she.  tuffned  away  and  moved  to  wards,  the 
window^         - 

A%f  a  formal  introduction  of  me  to  the  old  gentle- 
man,. Oompton  and  he  spoke  a  few  wonls  apart,  while 
.1  was.  unconsciously  regarding  only  the  sorrowful  fea- 
tures of  Matilda.  Perceiving  at  once  the  awkward- 
neaaof  the  situation  in  which  the  boisterous  forward- 
ness of  Gompton  and  my  own  feelings  had  placed  .me, 
I  wa&.only  prevented  firom  instantly  apologizing  and 
witbdnwing  by  the  hope  of  some  opportunity  of  de- 
feating the  plans  <»f  the  lawyer,  without  appearing  a 
meddler,  in  mattem  of  suoh  extreme  delicacy. 

"  Is  my  word  not  sufficient,  sur  ?"  said  Mr.  Fortesq^ 
aow,  aloud. 

«*It  is  usual  in  matters  of  business  to  have  some 
littkwiiing  in  a  case  so  important.    You  can't  ex- 
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p^t  lliai  I  should  advance  anotb^r^^iiaati  pDUOdi 
without — "  and  he  offered  the  mmciive, 

**  Shall  you  not  hare 'my  bond  for  it  T 
'•*  But  there  is  the  contract  to — ^" 

^.  I  will  giire  ray  promise  and  consent  in  the  prtseace 
of  your  friend,  should  my  daughter  he  agreeable,  yos 
also  undertaking  to — ** 

'  "Excuse  me,  gentlemen,"  ^id  1  j  "I  peifceive tbtrc 
are  matters  between  you  to  which  I  cahnof,  in  honour 
and  right  feeling,  be  witness,  unless  they  be  perfectly 
voluntary  on  all  sides.** 

The  lady  started  from  a  revery  as  I  uttered  ihitf,'  as 
if  a  sudden  hope  had  crossed  her  mind,  while  tHctild 
gentleman  threMr  a  penetrating  look  Cdwards  me,«^idk 
I  endeavoured  to  return  in  such  away  as  taconvtcyia 
particular  suggestion  to 'his  mind.  Adversity  is:  keen 
of  percepition.  Mr.  Foitef^ue  understood  nie|'ol^:aA 
kast  seemed'  to  do  «o,;iLndf  I  at  once  detemtiiieditib 
hazard  a  reihark  foemd^'d  upon  what  I  had  f^mbeify 
overheard.  '     ••"'' '^-  •  r      '»•  »  .'  «- -i' 

.  *  I  think,"  said  1, "  yOu  tftlfc^diomeihing^of  a  ibousMRl 
bounds.  If  it  is  a  comflioit  trahi^auttion  arising  dut-nvf 
Mr. :  Oompton's  pitofifession,  I  will  be  >  witness  to  ^-Ae 
litgnhig  of  a  bond  or  a  receipt  r'  But  if  thane  is  &iiyco» 
dition  attached  to  the  transfer  of  the  money,  tttvwfaioh 
the  receiver  gives  an  unwilling  consent,  yo«^  will  please 
'^nse  my  being  present  to  hear  it.  Beskbejs,-  lidded, 
'its  Oompton  looked  a^ast^  wimdcring  whati  was^aiboiit 
to  say  next, — "  money  is  not  so  •  scarce  a*  totnmodity 
in  Englahd,  that  ifor  so  paltry  a  sum  as  a . thousand 
jMHinds,  a  man  who  has'property^and  is  only  in  a -tieHi- 
porary  difiiculty,  mu^t  be  saddled  with .  oondttions 
'whibh,  for  adghi  I  know,  may  be  pauifhlto  his  ieeUmgaJ^ 

**  Alas !"  saK}  the  old  gendemaa  moumfuiiyi  ^  yoU  . 
speak,  young  sir,  like  One  thttt  never  has  Joiowlii  od- 
insfsity;'*    '  *  j 

^  I  know  this  much,  sir,**  I  replied,  suiting  my  it^ 
to  the  state  of  his  thoughlsv^  **  tUvat'  thn  adtersitv 
^jnou  seem  tv  allude  to  ms^  aiad«^  pOL^  awttjr ^'bsA,. w 
\  of  this  nature,  there  are  other  evils  which  may 
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infse  ffdm^our  &wik  ftct,  hastily  pcnrfdnbed  mkdei'  4lie 
icbp^tiedc^  of  stdVersity,  for  which  time  itseif  affbrs  no 
teih^y,'  acid'Whi(!h  even  the  msmmoii  of  the  worid's 
-wovdhip^  when  obtained;  totally  fails  to  aileriate.*^ 

-The  did  gentleman  placed  his  hand  over  his  eyes 
wheh  I  had  said  thte,  and  laid  his  head  b^jck  on  his  chair 
in  deep'tht^ght.        . 

'^Ycniareimghty  offieiousi'lthinkf  sir/'  saad  Oomptony 
lookhig'hard  at  me,  on  perceiving  the  impnession  I  had 
ftf  ade.  **  I  have  -known'  many  a  man  make  a  fine  speedh 
'who  eofald  not  raise  a  thousand  pounds  at  a  pinch." 

^  One  of  the  feftttei«st  feelings  raised  by  adisersity.y'* 
said  Mr. 'Porti$s(|ue,  wilh  a  rising  scom,  as  ihe>  Jiow 
looked  at  the  lawyer,  *'iS^'to  hear  small  matters  whep 
urgently  sought  for  magniiied  -  into  mountaiins.  How 
litde  1  Woidd  hav^  tbieiUght  of  a  sum  like  this  ten  yean 
ago!"  ..  ; 

•**?Tlri  a^  trifle  not  to'btt  mentioned,*'  said  I^humour- 
fiigthe  prc^nd leeling  of  the  old  gentleman;  "and  if  / 
may  hS&ve'the'heiMur<of  being  your  agent,  I  will  vndeiv 
4ttke 'to  prddu<to"^  sm^i  witiiin  one  hourv' and  tlhat 
^withoift  any ^  ^dndidon  'wtiatettftr  beyohd  wh^  busiiisft 
tequires.'*   ■•     "    •      "'/"    '  ••)* 

"Byhiavteh  you 'shall  ^ot !"  exclaimed  the  moneyv 
lAroker,' with  true  tradesman  jealousy  of  iuie,  and  ^nump^ 
ingthe  table  as  he  spoke.  •  "  I'll  show  Mr.  Foutesque 
\lAatril  deal  Willi  him  as  liberally  as  ahy^an;"  tod, 
taking  chit  his  bank-book,  he  instantly,  without  further 
stipilkydon,  drew  a  draft  for  the  required  sum,  and 
presented  it  to  the  astonished  father  of  Matilda.  "  No»r, 
Bur,"  said  he,  «that shows  you  what  /  am-^and  Intrust 
that  my  libeMity  of  dealing  will  not  end  with  the  mere 
iiigniilg^  of  the  bond  for  this,  but  will  be  appreciated  in 
the  quarter  on  which  I  have  set  ray  heart,"  and  he  ac- 
companied the  last  words  with  a  most  complacent  bo# 
to  Matilda. 
■  **'How  little  do  we  know  of  people's  circumstances 
and  feelings  by  merely  seeing  ^em  in  public !"  I  thou^rt, 
%a  I  HiMt  heard  of  the  distress  of  this  amiable  faiiuly. 
**  WhoCA  ekanning'  thing  is  joy  <m  die  oountenahoes  ^i 
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ihe  higb«iiided  and  the  iiit^Iiigenft»wiieii  It.^MxinesMd* 
dealy  after  ikspimdency  and  hiwoUiatioii  f *:  What  I  agfiw 
witnessed,  particulariy  in  the  transparent  face  of  that 
heavenly  creature,  whom  my  eyes  had  so  long  fbljowc^ 
was  what  no  words  ean  ever  express.  And  her  beam- 
ing and  modest  glance  towards  myself  had  aq  much 
grateful  feeling  in  it — and  so  much  that  seemed  to  say, 
^  God  bless  you,  youth,  for  your  fav^Murable  interference 
at  aatk  a  mpm^ut  as  this  I!"  a«d  which  plainly  Apoke 
the  words,  *'  I  could  wish  that  we  might  meet  again 
where  we  could  speak  to  each  other;**  that  I  almoi^ 
regretted  that  the  paltry  thousand  pomid3  had  not  reome 
out  of  my  own  pocket,  for  it  .would  by  no  neaos  have 
paid  for>this  exquisite  moment, 

T.coidd  not,  b^wever,  help  admiriiig  the  tact  of  the 
old  gentleman,  when«  squeezing  my  hand  a^^  we  rose  to 
separate,  he  thus  addressed  me  :— 

**I  perceive,  sir,**  said  he,  ^^that,  though  young,  you 
\Bure  acquainted  wkh  busioesa,  which  I  unforUu^ately  ain 
not,  a  defect  which  has  been  the  niJA  of  many,  other 
nai,  who  once,  like  me,  possessed  -a. good  fortunes 
And  though. Mr.  Gompton  here  has  beftnireq^ienUy  us^ 
ful  to  me,  yet  as  opposition  in  these  matters  is,  I  afft 
told,  prodtictiye  of,  excellent  effeet9,,4^Qi44y/9u.do.me 
the  Ikvour  (^  calling  upon  me,  I  shall -not.  ;^ruple  to 
avail  myself  of  your  advice.*^  '    .,      .    ,* 

I  assured  Mr.  Fortesque,  that  thougbipn^fessianally  I 
was  unoonneeted  with  any  b.usiness,  I  should  neverthe- 
less be-  moist  happy  if  at  any  time  in  future  I  coultiv^er 
him  the  least  service. 

My  habita  as  a  stranger  had  made  me,  «  t^^der  of 
faces,  and  as  I  turned  towards  Matilda,  while  with  an 
evidently  full  heart  she  shook  her  father's  hand— 4  could 
see  as  plain  in  her  gleaming  e^yes  as  if  l^e  words  had 
been  written  on  them  that  she  would  say-^**  How  strange 
are  tlie  ways  of  Providence  !  that  sometimes  raieies  ps 
up  a  friend,  and  opens  a  neKr  spring  of  bop^ifO-the 
very  last  instant  of  gathering  adversijty  V* 

I  saw,  also,  by  her  grated  glance  towards  me^  or  at 
least  I  flattered  myself,  that  there  was  a  ^tros^^  a^nti- 
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BMBf  TiisiBdwA'itaaJ^^l  coidd  not  be  BiiMak«n,  and  as 
iooii«8  Ibad  seen  the  fatherand  daughter  totheir  eamage* 
I  hastened  ^waf  from  the  hou^et  lest  the  bebUe  of  tbe 
dc^arse  lawyer  ahomld  interrupt  the  delightful  cunreiit  of 
my  feelings. 


CHAPTER  VL 

Tbb  world  was  now  a  new  world  to  me*  I  no  longer 
WtBtaidered  the  streets  of  London  with  thateheerkss  feet* 
kg  of  solitary  indindnality  which  had  hitherto  oppressed 
met,  Engtandf  or  rather  Europe*  was  to  ipe  no  longer  a 
liride  sea  <^  boBy^  human  beings,  into  which  I  had  been 
dropped  as  jf^iioni  the  clouds,  and  among  which  I  was  a 
kcft  atom  of  mind,  unknowing,  unregarded,  and  unknown* 
Nowi  possessed  the  ddi^ttfid  ooneciousneas  of  bcong 
u^ul  '10  another  huinan  being  besides  myself.  I  had  ' 
been  looked  upon  with  an  eye  of  interest  and.<^  fav(Hir, 
by  one  of  the  virtuous  hearts,  who  after  all  are  frequently 
to  be  found  on^the  earth's  8nr£see»  looking  eag^ly  af^und 
them' for  thit  eommunion  .of  .oongenial  sfuvUs  which  is 
tfie  vefy  life  of  their  life ;  and  towards  this  amiaUe  being 
iny  heart  bamed  within  me,  in  proportion  to  the  repul* 
shyness  with  which  I  regarded  others  with  whom  I 
eottld  havei  no  synpa^y . 

All  this  time,  that  is,  for  several  days  after  the  meet- 
ing with  the  Portesques,  i  had  never  had  a  siglU;  of  him 
I  called  the  sfrange  gentleiibian,  nor  did  I  now  think,  of 
hiiii  with  any  inserest^  my  curiosity  being  pretty  well 
grallfied  by  die  extraordinary  scene  I  had  witnessed  in 
die  mansion.  Iik  my  hurry  thai  evening  I  had  omitted 
to  observe  the  name  of  the  street  where  the  house  was 
-sitnaited,  and  it  having  occurred  to  me  one  day  to 
endeavour  fo  find  it  out,  I  tned  in  vain  among  the  Laby- 
rindi  of  builded  sameness  in  the  west  to.obtain  the  least 
Mce  of  it.    On  ruminating  over  thai  affair  now,  the 


y  Google 


IM  THS  CLin*BOOK. 

seene  seemcNl  so  sfrange  that  I  could  almoM  hsre 
regarded  the  whole  as  a  dream,  had  it  not  been  fbr  othen 
drcumstuices.  But  respei^ng  the  stranger  ^nobleman 
and  the  nnhs^py  lady  I  was  yet  far  from  being  entireljf 
satisfied.  ,  . 

Considering  it  now  time  that  I  should  perform  my 
promise  of  calling  upon  Mr.  Fortesque,  I  went  to  the 
street  to  which  he  had  given  me  his  address.  In  look- 
ing for  the  number  of  his  house  I  happened  to  cast  my 
eyes  across  the  street ;  what  was  my  astonishment  to 
observe  the  tall  portly  figure  of  the  strange  gentleman, 
walking  leisurely  opposite  to  the  very  door  I  was  seek- 
ing, and  casting  an  occasional  glabce  up  towards  the 
windows.  My  heart  rose  in  my  bosom  at  diis  sight 
with  a  strange  sensation  of  mixed  indignation  uid 
jealousy.  I  passed  the  door  at  first,  thea  returned  .ta 
observe  his  motions.  He  walked  back  also  the  contrary 
way,  gazed  up  again,  and  then  ^ot  a  daifc  inquisitive 
look  across  towa^s  me.  I  went  np  the  steps  of  Mr« 
Foitesque's  door,  and  knocked  boldly ;  the  strange  jniui 
seemed  astonished,  passed  on,  iaad  I  was  ushered  into 
the  house. 

I  was  received  by  the  old  gentl^nan,  and  afterward 
by  Matilda  and  her  mother,  with  that  welcome,  expres- 
sion  appearing  in  the  eyes  and  in  the  very  tones  of  the 
voice,  which  is  so  much  above  the  fictitious  phrases  of 
common  ceremony,  and  tells  of  feelings  towaivfe  those 
to  whom  we  are  irresistibly  drawn,  which  are  v^ry  m^ 
necessary  to  describe  by  words.  When  I  had  mentioned 
some  particulars  regaiding  myself  and.  of  my  connex- 
ions abroad,  few  of  them  as  still  remained  alive,  the  old 
gendeman  knew  one  of  them  well;  we  became  mor^ 
unreserved,  and  he  communicated  to  me  several  matters 
regarding  his  affairs  and  m  relerence  to  his  Wansactions 
with  Comptdn  and  others,  to  which  I  listened  with  th^ 
deepest  interest. 

^*  Your  remarks,  sir,"  he  said  in  the  course  of  conver- 
sation, ^«  appear  to  me  so  jfidicious  that  I  will  intrust  you 
with  another  matter  in  which  I  am  painfuHy  interested^ 
and  regarding  which,  as  you  are  more  abroad  in  th^ 
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Wdrld  th&n  I  of  late  am  disposed  to  be,  and  beingmucb 
of  a  stranger  you  are  not  inveigled  into  the  coteries  of 
ordinary  scandal,  yon,  perhaps,  may  be  enabled  to  rend«!' 
me  some  service.  Yon  must  know  tliat  I  have  a  niece, 
^'^asl  that  I  should  have  to  mention  her  name  with 
blame  and  regret — ^for  the  lively  daughter  of  my  poor 
deceased  hrotiier  was  beautiful  and  fascinating  even  froni 
ft  child;  bat  what  will  a  dodining  faimily  not  do  to 
reprieve  its  mined  fortunes  ?  In  short,  my  warm-hearted 
fim>wrjle  was  infiiienced-Hshe  was  more  than  influenced 
— 4nto  a  ttio6t  lincongenial  and  Hl-suited  marriage; 
What  shall  1  add  ?  Ik>w  can  high  spirit  and  enthuw 
siastic  energy  abide  mental  imbecility  and  the  sow 
watchfulness  of  a  narrow  mind  ? — and  in.  a  world  wheve 
the  loi^giftgs  of  the'  heart  are  so*  haid  to  gratify,  even 
with  all  the  means  and  appliances  of  the  most  favourable; 
circumstances,  how  can  it  be  patient  without  one  feeling 
answeied,  or  )me  pulse  beating  in  unison  with  the  one 
to  whom  it  is  associated  for  life  t  We  every  day  hear 
of  legal  prostitutions'^— these  are  hard  words^  but  although 
few  men  have  known  what  it  is  to  be'  obliged  to  set  m 
value  upon  money  more  than  myself,  I  can  never  ap^: 
prove  of -saciificing  to  worldly  considerations  those  deep 
feelings  of  the  ardent  mind  which,  if  choked  and  stifled 
in  warm  youlh,  or  worn  down  into  melancholy  apathy 
during  die  s^  tedium  of  inward  suffering  without  hope^ 
leave  the  heart  in  old  age  a  withered  and  blasted  things 
brooding  with  regret  over  a  weary  existence,  aud  wiSi 
blanched  cheek  and  saddened  eye  supporting  a  burdeui* 
some  pomp  only  to  convey  it  to  a  thankless  posterity.^ 

As  die  old  man  paused  in  his  serious  c^Hnmunication, 
I  wondered  what  all  this  was  to  lead  to.  After  a  few 
moments  he  again  resumed. 

*'  It  is  an  old  fashion  of  the  worid  to  sacrifice  every 
diing  in  the  shape  of  feeling  or  inclination  to  worldly 
advantages  and  fancied  greatness.  Undoubtedly  these 
have  their  value,  in  their  right  place ;  but,  after  all,  happi- 
ness and  they  are  distinct  things,  and  it  is  only  vu^ar 
and  gross  minds  which  have  no  just  apprehension  of  the 
latter,  who,  at  the  expense  of  all  that  is  dear  to  the 
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human  heaft*  would  te^h  aeositive  nuticls  to  abek  thf 
former  as  the  summum'  hpnum  <^  life*  Wh^  I  WM 
eonsulted  about  the  marri?^  of  Creojfgiaoa,  it  was  in 
vain  that  I  urgied  these  things,  and  prophesied  evil  should 
my  advicebe disregacded.  \  Ev^ my  nieoe  herself. was 
not  arrived  at  the. years  to  have  any  just  ccmception.oC 
life  or  any  understanding  of  her  own*  feelingSi— not  aa 
yet,  indeed,  half-developedi-'-das»led  as  usual  witk 
promised  splendour,  and  warned  imo  oonsent  by«  tha 
fidse  r^resentations  o£  worldly  persoos«  gave  way^ -and 
I,  the  unwcleome  adviser  agaiosi  sncih  tea^ilations«!and 
the  hated  prophet  of  evil,  fa^ve^  i  fea^,  heeil  iladly  i&  the 
r^t,  if  the  repciMs  diai  have  reached  me<  have  any 
feundatbnin tnitIL"  i.   . 

^What  reports,  sirr  said  I,  unooBscioiiiisly;,  'and 
almost  with  a  starti        •  !.        v 

.  **  Have  y»u  heard  them;  too  T  said  he^  ^hai!ply»> 

.^  1  oannotsatiaiy  you,  sir,**'!  said,  ^uatii  I  hear  mora 
fully  what  you  allude  to."- 

>'  it  is  regarding  the  tmithof  these  very  Tcpoite,**  lie 
weni  on,  **that  I- want,  if  possible,  some  fan^eDtic  m* 
formation  J  Thfe  eeeentaric  baronet  and*  she  went  to^ilvs 
abroad,  <hi  account  of  the  wretched  state,  lof  his  healtli; 
ihey  have  of  likte^  Tetumed,  and  have  brought  mih  theitt 
8|idi  a  compeaitioB  of*  strange  acovmits  a^<my«teneu8 
scandal,  <as  I  never  ^thought''  to  have  heard  'attached  to 
any  connexion  of  mifie«" 

:  ^^Bot  there  must  be  some  male  person  in  the-'Case; 
to  whom  these  reports  must  also  have  aUusdon*'' 

'*  There  is  ^  and^^at  is  the  principal  poim  of  die  in^ 
tery.  A  strange  gentleman  has  been  lately  seed  in 
town,  to  wliom  some  say  these  rumours  bear  aliusion ; 
but  though  a  personage  whoiki  many  have  remauked,  no 
one,' that  I  have  heard  of,  can  tell  any  thing  concerning 
him,  excepting  that  he  is  a  inan  who  lives  splendidly^ 
ffiid  has  been  more  than  once  seeii,  when  abroad  at  leasts 
with  my  unfbrtunate  nieoe^  Nay,  more,  there  i^  a  pe* 
culiar'-lookkig,  but  certainly  elegant  man,  has  been  fol* 
lowing  with  his  eyes,  -on  several  occasions,  my  own 
daughter,  and  some  fuicy  has  taken  her  andhev  niodmr 
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ihat  he  must  be  the  same  person  which  these  reports 
refer  to.  We  have  even  seen  him  this  very  morning 
pacing  more  than  once  before  the  windows  in  the  street, 
and  from  the  oddness  of  the  circumstance  we  are  more 
concerned  about  him  than  even  about  the  repulsive 
urgency  of  Mr.  Compton." 

**  Of  Mr.  Compton  P  I  repeated- in  additional  surprise. 

*'  Yes,^  added  Mr.  Fortesque ;  '*  presuming  upon  th^ 
cireumstances  in  which  1  unfortunately  am  placed  with 
him,  his  urgency  for  the  hand  of  my  dau^ter  is  per- 
fectly tdrturiagt  almost  menacing ;  and  you  may  con- 
ceive how  distressing  the  idea  of  sich  a  match,  could  it 
possibly  be  ibrced  on  us,  must  be  to  me  u&ex  the  painful 
example  of  my  m^ppy  niece.  I  reveal  to  you  these 
tilings,  sir,**  said  he,  ^notwithstanding  the  shormess  of 
our  acquaiBtance,  because  I  think  thsU,  stranger  as  you 
are,  I  can  rely  upon  your  honour  as  well  as  judgment, 
and  because  from  your  judicious  interference  when  we 
first  roet^  I  fed  no  degradation  in  being  indebted  to  yon 
for  that  peculiar  service  which  a  third  party  can  some- 
times render  in  our  respective  circumstances.^ 

I  was  delighted  of  course  to  be  thus  treated,  but  did 
not  at  all  see  my  way  clearly  in  respect  to  the  informal 
tion  whidi  I  was  expected  to  obtain.  I  was  still  more 
gratified  by  the  ftirther  conversation  I  had  with  Mrs. 
Fortesque  and  with  Matilda  herself^  whose  beauty  I  will 
not  now  dwell  upon,  and  whose  soft  looks  and  delicate 
sentiments  sank  deeply  into  my  heart.  I  at  length  left 
the  society  of  that  amiable  family,  my  whole  being 
renovated  by  thai  glowing  sentiment  which  gives  poor 
hnman  nature  a  taste  of  the  joy  of  the  goda^  and  makes 
due  nether  ix^mM  anothier  heaven.  As  I  again  walked 
the  crowded  streets  of  London^  I  experienced,  almost 
with  triumph,  that  delightful  feeling  so  long  a  stranger 
to  my  bosoms  that  now  I  existed  in  this  world  not  en 
lirdiy  for  myself. 

VoL.1.— H  15 
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CHAPTER  VIL 


"What  do  you  think?"  said  ComptoA  to  me  one 
day  shortly  after  Uiis.  ^  I  am  refused  by  old  Fortesque, 
on  the  part  of  his  daughter,  because,  forsooth,  my  fortune 
is  not  sufficient,  and  the  doting  spendthrift  himself 
hardly  now  worth  a  shilling.  But  FlLhave  her!  the 
girl  shall  be  mine!  if  I  should  compass  heaven  and 
earth  for  her!  She  shall  lie  in  these  arms  if— -ay,  in 
these  very  arms ! — ^Oh,  isn't  she  a  lovdy  creatrare  I" 

The  very  thought — ^the  bare  fancy — as  I  looked  aithe 
bloated  and  sordid  wretch,  thus  stretdiing  oox  his  ams 
before  me,  almost  turned  me  sick.    « 

**  But  what  have  yfni  been  engaged  in  for  the  last 
fortnight  T"  1  inquired ;  **  I  have  scarcely  seen  you  Y* 

^*  What  the  devil  is  there  about  you,  Eisenbaeh,"  said 
he,  ^  that  induces  me  to  make  you  my  confidant  ]  I 
will  tell  you — but  surely  you  cannot  mean  to  attempt 
to  rival  me  with  Matilda  Fortesque!  No,  no!  you 
cannot.  You  have  not  got  the  geldt !  at  least  not  to  the 
amount  that  /  have ;"  and  as  he  sJ)oke,  he  clapped  his 
hand  significantly  on  his  breeches-pocket,  and  looked 
at  me  with  that  triumph  with  which,  in  England,  a  rick 
man  glories  over  those  whom  he  considers  poor. 

Scommg  to  be  offended  by  the  coarse  freedom  of  this 
man,  I  made  no  reply,  while  he  went  on. 

**  What  I  am  worth  now  is  but  a  trifle  to  what  I  shall 
soon  be  possessed  of,  and  dien — ^Matilda ! — I  shall 
keep  three  carriages ! — ^I  shall  get  into  parliament  !-r— I 
shall—'* 

''  But  why,"  said  I,  inteimpting  this  vulgar  rhapsody, 
"  should  you,  with  all  this  wealth,  think  of  marrying  tile 
daughter  of  a  ruined  gentleman,  who  can  brmg  you 
nothing  r 

**Ha !  you  are  raw.  You  know  not  what  I  know  of 
the  oomiejuo  ^       the  Fortesques,  and  their  ultimate 
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intpectatiens.  But  I  shall  have  power  over  them  in  the 
mean  time  at  least  Come,  will  yon  ncoomp^ny  vm 
this  morning  on  the  crowning  business,  and  I  wili  teH 
you  all  that  is  neeessary  by  the  way  t" 

A  hackney-coach  already  stood  at  the  door;  and, 
wondermg  where  he  was  going  to  take  me,  I  stej^Med  in« 
A  stripling,  who  acted  as  his  clerk,  being  n^so  in  attend* 
uice,  came  next  into  the  coach  with  a  bag  of  papers,  in- 
lended,  along  with  myself,  as  a  witness  of  some  coiii* 
templaied  transaction,  and  off  we  drove  in  silence.  On 
the  way  he  became  thoughtful,  as  if  he  already  repented 
of  hid  confidence ;  talked  xk  ray  being  a  stranger  in 
London-— of  the  honesty  of  the  German  character,  4&e. 
— and  without  giving  me  any  insight  into  his  plana, 
simply  begged  that  I  would  consider  him  my  friend,  and 
be  his,  in  reference  to  this  matter — should  I  require  to 
be  called  on  before  leaving  England. 
'     *<  What  can  you  possibly  mean?"  I  inquired. 

^  You  have  been  my  legal  friend  before,**  he  said, 
^  and  on  tliat  occasion  you  rather  disappointed  iae ;  now 
I  give  you  an  opportunity  of  doing  otherwise.  He  to 
whose  house  we  are  going  is  rather  eocentfie  aad 
strange^  but  he  is  perfectly  collected.  Yon  will  see  that, 
and  iTyou  see  any  thing  that  looks  like  the  contrary,  you 
are  not  to  mind  it.  You  will  fisd  hkn,  thongh  wea^ 
perfectly  compos  mentis,  I  have  longbeen  his  lawyer* 
and  am  of  late  his  particular  friend^*' 

We  stopped  at  the  door  of  a  large  mansioh;  some- 
thing struck  me  on  iny  entrance  into  the  hall  that  I  had 
seen  it  before.  What  was  my.  astoniiduaent,  as  I 
mounted  the  stairs,  to  find  myself  in  the  same  hooae 
into  which  I  had  been  locked,  that,  to  me,  remarkable 
night.  I  determined  to  ask  no  questioiis  of  my  com« 
panion.  We  were  at  first  ushered  into  a  drawing*room 
furnished  in  the  richest  style  of  English  luxuiy,  aod 
soon  after  the  laWyer  was  called  out,  leaving  me  to  my 
own  reflections. 

Whatever  might  be  Com|)ton*s  busmess  in  this  house, 
I  perceived  that  in  respect  to  Matilda,  now  the.  great 
object  of  my  (houghts,  and  whom  I  had  since  met  wilh 
H3 
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ae?  eral  times,  he  wm  making  the  usual  miatake  of 
worldly  neo,  la  suppamiiig  that  what  they  have  ams^ssed 
by  much  care  and  some  dishonesty  is  as  all-powerful 
and  highly  valued  in  the  view  of  those  who  have  but 
little  of  it  as  it  is  by  themsdives ;  and  thus  he  never 
dreamed  thajt  Matilda's  fathei'  or  herself  woidd  ultir 
mately  refuse  him,  far  less  that  he  could  possibly  be 
supplanted  by  such  as  I ; — or,  in  short,  th^t  any  other 
advantage  of  mind  or  person  could  weigh  any  thing  in 
die  balanoe  against  the  power  of  wealth*  As  I  &us 
oogitafted  Compton  re-entered  the  room. 

"*!  have  brou§^  you.  here,''  he  said,  ^  merely  to  wit- 
ness the  signing  of  a  wilL  This  could,  of  course,  be 
4aae  almost  by  Bsxy  one,  but  it  may  be  necessary  here.* 
after  that  proof  may  be  reqi^ed  regarding  the  state  of 
Aiindof-— " 

'^  Make  no  apology,''  said  I,  and  with  some  peeuliai 
anticipations  I  followed  him  into  the  chamber  of  the 
invalid. 

^'Sir  Ajrchibald  Staines,''  said  Compton,  pointing  ic 
the  same  melandioly  remnant  of  a  man  whom  I  had 
twice  before  Hceor-^HOow  placed  in  a  great  chair  among 
a  pile  of  cushions,  a  small  table  with  writing  materials 
before  him,  his  thin  face  elongated  with  iUness,  and  his 
sunken  eye  wandeiing  feebly  round  the  room. 

**  Now,  Sir  Archib^d,  just  sign  here ;"  and  the  law- 
yer, with  a  fawning  manner,  put  a  pen  into  the  thiu 
yeliaw  fingers  of  the  sick  baronet. 

^  Hah!— am  I  dying  then,  that  you  make  me  sign  my 
wiUr*  said  the  sick,  with  a  ghasUy  smile  of  imbecility 
and  terrmr,  as,  baring  his  long  teeth  and  op^ninig  his 
hn^low  eyes,  he  loolud  up  in  ike  lawyer's  faxie  widi  the 
>very  ezptessioB  of  the  gravcb 

«^  Qh,  not  at  all.  Sir  ^btbald,"  said  Gompton» "  you 
are  miidi  improved— you  look  remarkably  weU;  but  it 
is  better  that  this  should  be  done  before  you  set  off  for 
Italy,  you  know." 

^  But  can't  I  do  it  when  I  return^— and  then  I  shall  be 
.atrong  ami  weU^-^and  liady  Staines  will  be  qiiile 
^hammd-^Hahl   htwyet^-^^whepe  is.Oeorgisaar  be 
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added,  as  if  a  sudden  renovatioBi  of  his  meaizl  powers 
had  taken  place, — •«  where  is  she  ? — I  will  not  sign  mf 
will  without  her."  And  the  sick  man,  to  Comptoh's 
evident  consternation,  threw  down  the  pen. 

^  It  is  not  usual  for  ladies  to  be  present  on  an  occat 
fiion  of  this  kind ;  do.  Sir  Archibald,  sign  at  once.^  • 

*^  Will  no  one  call  nie  Lady  Staines  ?"  persisted  th(6 
nervous  invalid,  but  with  increased  enei^.  >'  TlThere 
are  all  my  servants  ? — ^where  is  that  ugly  old  nurse  ?-*- 
Compton,  you  wicked  lawyer,  you  haunt  me  about  this 
will — ^ring  the  bell,  I  say  I" 

The  lawyer,  with  a  look  of  great  chagrin,  palkd  thli 
bell-rope — and  as  the  servant  caine  in  to  receivje  his 
order,  I  felt,  I  confess,  most  strangely  at  the  idea  of 
again  seeing  Lady  Staines,  and  cduld  hardly  credit  the 
chance  events  that  had  conspired  to  make  a  stranger 
like  myself  witness  of  these  extraordinary  scenes  m 
England. 

Sir  Archibald  relapsed  for  a  moment  into  his  nsuai 
apathy,  while  Gompton  seemed  to  determine  within 
himself  on  a  bold  push  for  his  object. 

"  Just  have  the  goodness,  sir,  to  sign  this,  if  yon 
please — ^ 

The  invalid  passively  took  again  the  offered  pen, 
as  he  seehied  to  relapse  into  his  wandering  half-in- 
sensibility. 

**  Sign  there,  sir ;  now,  do  hot  delay.  Sir  Archibald, 
for  here  Ui  a  gentleman  and  my  clerk  waiting  to  witness 
this  your  act  and  deed—" 

•*  Mr.  Compton,"  said  I,  now  coming  forward,  *•  un- 
less your  client  has  read  over  what  he'  is  to  sign,  aid 
seems  capable  of  understanding  it,  I  must  be  excused 
from  bearing  withess  to  all  this — ^" 

On  hearing  a  new  voice.  Sir  Archibald  now  ojpened 
feebly  his  languid  glazed  eyes,  and  for  the  first  time 
looked  steadily  upon  me.  As  h^  gazed,  his  wan  coun- 
tenance again  suddenly  changed  into  a  strangely  ex- 
cited expression, — and  shrinking  towards  the  isomer 
of  his  chair  he  only  uttered  the*  exclamation— ^Gk)dd 
heavens  r* 
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M  Whtt  is  Ae  meaiuBg  of  all  this  T  cried  OovipUi^ 
ki  renewed  alarm. 

The  sick  baronet  still  gazed  on  kne.  "^  It  was  no 
dream-  -^  heat  length  uttered  in  a  low  voices— '^  it.oould 
not  be  a  dream.     Yon  are  the  very  man.** 

*^  What  man!  what  can  be  the  meaning  of  this,  Skr 
Archibald  T  ag»n  exclaimed  Compton,  in  amasement. 

^  Tes,  it  was  you  that  gave  me  my  drink  that.night,^ 
«oiitinned  the  bewildered  barooet  ^  I  know  you,  and 
saw  you  slip  out  of  the  room,  just  as  I  was  wakened 
by  the  smell  of  fire.  You  were  my  guafdiaa  angel  dM 
fearM  oightf  and  as  fisr  Lady  Siaine«^-^aa  I-^-she — 
Compion,  how  know  you  this  gentleman  t" 

At  this  moment  the  servant  opened  the  door,  and 
Lady  Staines  walked  in nmongus.  $he aloMOst started 
tm  observing'  me.  The  lawyer  seemed  to  shrink  into 
luilf  his  «ize,  as  she  cast  a  look  of  inquisitive  contempt 
towards  him ;  while  her  noble  figure  and  beaiing,  and 
bar  hercHc  beauty,  in  spite  of  the  melancholy  that  seemed 
S»  sit  upon  her  brow  and  the  evident  carelessness  of 
her  morning  dress,  involuntarily  excited  my  admiration, 
M  it  did  tllnt  of  the  enfeebled  baronet,  who  now  also 
looked  in  admiration  on  his  wife  under  the  unsuitable 
ehar^oter  of  the  husband  of  such  a  woman. 

**  You  sent  for  ne,  Sir  Ardubald,".  she  said,  abruptly, 
yet  with  a  look  of  some  kindness. 
/   ^I  did,  Geor^aoa,"  and  the.  invalid  raised  himself 
jwtomshingly.    *^  Lawyer  I  why  do  you  not  band  Lady 
Staines  a  chair  ?" 

The  lawyer  had  Lady  Staines  placed  on  fi  seat,  at 
the  Sfune  time  madung  her  a  profound  bow. 
.  ^  Georgiana,"  continued  the  baronet,  as  he  still  g^zei 
on  the  lady  across  the  small  table  on  .which  lay  the 
paperpr^"  say,  are  you  my  wife  or  notT 

JLn  azc^oiation  of  amazement  from  the  lady,  at  beii^r 
thus  addressed  in  the  presence  of  strangers,  was  the 
.  natural  ^uinsequence  of  this  speech. 

^«Lady  Staines,'*  he  continued, '' I  puiiposely  address 

.you  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  if  Heaven  gives  me 

strength  to  do  so ;  for  notwithstanding  the  fiattexies  of 
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that  lawyer,  who  haunts  me  night  and  day,  I  feci  that 
lids  may  be  the  last  time  I  shall  be  sufficiently  collected 
to  speak  to  you  seriously. .  I  have  made  a  great  mis- 
take in  making  you  my  wife,  and  your  purpose  and  that 
of  your  friends  in  this  ill-advised  marriage  will  be  dis- 
^pointed.  Here  I  have  made  a  new  will,  which  I 
mean  to  sign,  and  to  bum  the  former  in  your  presence. 
Lawyer,  reach  me  that  tin  box.** 

The  bosom  of  the  lady  seemed  to  be  swelling  with 
emotiOii,  but  she  uttered  not  a  word,  while  the  lawyer 
baslied  forward  the  box. 

*<Will  you  not  epcak  to  me,  Geoi^aoa,  before  I 
sign  away  my  property  from  the  whole  raee  of  your 
rdatives  f 

**  If  you  give  It  to  those  who  are  worAy  of  it,**  said 
the  lady,  mldly,  **  then — ^  and  she  paused. 

**  Where  will  I  find  them  ?**  interrupted  the  invalid, 
with  his  «s«r1  peevish  scream:  ^'who  iswoidiyt  I 
may  as  well  wdi  my  fortune  to  this  painstaking  lawyer 
as  to  any  one  else." 

^Gracious  heavens!**  was  the  lady's  exclamation 
of  astonishment 

**  Ay,  Lady  Staines — just  so.  The  bear  will  at  least 
hug  and  hold  fast  his  prey,  and  suck  his  paws  over  it 
in  hss  winter's  den ;  and  that  is  a  recommendation  to  all 
cysponners  of  the  world's  wealth — ^but  I  feel  myself 
growing  weak.  Give  me  the  pen,  Compton,  and  open 
the  box.  I  once  thought  you  worthy,  Georgiana,**  he 
continued;  **I  once  thought  your  uncle  worthy-— but 
he  is  a  spendthrift  and  a  fool,  that  Fortesque ;  and  I 
now  see  through  his  motives  for  urging  on  your  mar- 
riage with  me.  But  yet,  had  he  sought  for  a  recon- 
ciliation— ^ 

^  PardiHi  me.  Sir  Archibald,"  said  I,  now  impelled  by 
my  feelings  to  speak;  «'Mr.  Fortesque,  to  my  know- 
ledge, was  strongly  against  that  very  marriage." 

The  sick  man  looked  across  to  me  in  surprise,  and 
4ien  ciiedf-^'*  Ho^  know  you  that,  sir  ?  Was  that 
leally  the  case,  Lady  Staines  f 

"He  certainly  urged  me  strongly  agammt  it,"  she 
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said,  her  heart  seeming  to  fiil  at  the  reeoUectiim.  ^  JUiy 
good  uncle  was  the  only  one  who  did  so,  and  all  lus 
prophecies  have  become  but  too  true." 

"  You  vile  lawyer !"  screamed  the  sick  man,  looking 
across  upon  Compton,  his  dim  eyes  kindling  into  the 
sharp  flame  of  terrible  indignation :  '^  didnH  you  tell  me 
that  Fortesque  was  the  great  urger  of  thkt  step  for 
selfish  motives,  and  that  he  recklessly  threw  anray  his 
fortune  expecting  that  I  was  to  replace  itr-^and  that  now 
he  stands,  like  the  hungry  grave  iuelf,  yawning  for  my 
bones,  that  when  I  am  dead  and  buried,  he  may  waste 
the  substance  of  my  forefathers  in  riotous  living  ?  Oh, 
where,  where  is  truth  on  earth  ?" 

'^  So  far  is  that  from  the  truth.  Sir  Archibald,"  sard 
the  lady,  *^  that  my  poor  uncle  has  suffeved  the  greatest 
distress,  brou^t  on  by  pure  misfortune,  and  much  by 
the  crafi  of  this  very  lawyer,  and  was  too  proad  to  let 
you  know  it  fully,  even  when  he  appU^ed  t»  yon."    • 

The  sick  man's  mind  seemed  more  and  more  aroused 
by  astonishment  at  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been 
deceived. 

"  I  was  witness  of  his  deep  distress,"  said  I,  **  when, 
accompanied  by  his  daughter,  he  went  to  barrow  money 
of  Mr.  Compton ;  and  I  have  since  been  witness  of  tte 
high  honour  and  just  phde  of  that  interestmg  family ." 

"  Went  to  borrow  money  of  this  man  I"  exclaimed 
the  lady ;  ^'  my  sweet  cousin  so  degrading  herself!  and 
this  man  not  to  inform  me  of  it — whale  he  was  poi- 
soning your  ear.  Sir  Archibald !     Wretch!"  she  con- 
tinued, now  rising  up,  her  foie  eyes  flashing  fire  upon 
the  lawyer,  '^  how  am  I  degraded  to  be  oUiged  to  sit  ia 
your  company^  but  my  uncle  himself  shall  expose  yoi. 
Yes,  Sir  Archibald,  I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Fortesque  en- 
'      *»nff  him  to  cqme  to  me  here*^even  here,  and  I^x- 
•    ais  very  day,  that  I  may  throw  myself  en 
•#efore  him,  and  before  you  too,  my  husband, 
Hiild  but  speak  kindly  to  me  at  length,  to  ao- 
~4ge  all  my  follies,  and  to  a«k  for  pardon  of  yM 
.  of  Heaven — for — ^I  am  indeed'— rindeed'-^an  im- 
nappy  woman." 
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At  this  moment  a  loud  knockiiig  at  the  door  indicated 
a  Tisiter,  and  a  servant  entering  announced  Mr.  and 
Miss  Fortesque,  wishing  to  be  admitted  to  Lady  Staines. 

**  Is  he  so  bitter  against  me,  that  he  will  not  condescend 
to  come  to  ny  siek-ehamber  T  said  the  startled  invalid. 

^The  Tirtuons  hs,ve  bo  need  to  condescend  un- 
wortlnlyi"  said  the  lady ;  ^  and  it  is  you.  Sir  Archibald, 
that  ha^e  been  bitter  against  him,  refusing  his  request  at 
his  utmost  need,  because  diis  vile  lawyer,  to  whom  you 
hare  of  late  resigned  yourself,  persuaded  you  he  was 
a  spendthrift.  Beg  of  Mr.  Fortesque  and  his  daughter,** 
she  added,  turning  to  the  servants— <*  beg  of  them,  in  all 
our  names,  to  step  into  this  apartment.** 

The  scene  that  now  ensued  may  perhaps  be  faintly 
imagined — the  first  surprise  of  Mr.  Fortesque  and  Ma- 
tilda on  perceiving  me,  as  well  as  the  lawyer,  in  pres- 
ence of  the  mek  baronet — iheir  delight  on  hearing  the 
turn  that  had  taken  place  in  his  original  intentions — 
and  the  terrible  and  almost  terrific  agitation  of  the  lady 
as  she  acknowledged,  particularly  to  her  uncle,  sins 
and  follies  which  had  aU  but  ended  in  her  dishonour — 
and  as  she  begged  the  forgiveness  of  her  dying  hus- 
band, and  poured  execrations  on  the  artful  and  seductive 
man  who  had  spared  no  pains  or  expense  to  destroy 
ber  repatation  and  her  peace. 

^  Take  my  hand,  Georgiana,**  said  the  ^ck  baronet, 
icarcdj  able  to  articulate  from  the  effect  of  the  scene 
— ^  take  my  hand** — ^and  he  held  out  his  thin  fingers 
to  the  kneeling  lady-—"  I  believe  you — ^I  do  believe  you, 
and  I  take  to  myself  much  of  the  blame.  Ijawyer  t— 
put  that  will  into  the  fire.** 

^  Into  the  fire.  Sir  Archibald  T 

**  Do  it ! — you  have  made  it,  and  you  shall  bum  It 
with  your  >own  hands.** 

**  Sweet  soul'-^weet  innoceiit  being,**  continued  the 
baronet,  his  feeble  eye  resting  on  the  countenance  of 
Matilda,  as,  deeply  affected  with  the  scene,  she  sat 
watching  the  countenances  of  all,  and  then  gazing  at 
the  will  blazing  into  ashes  on  the  grate. — ^*'  You  will 
beaomethiug  the  better  of  my  property  when  I  am  gone 
H3 
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—would  that  I  could  see  you  happily— liafpay  mar- 
ried, before  I  go  hence — and  the  baronetcy  of  Staines 
be  extinct  for  ever." 

He  murmured  something  further  which  I  could  not 
distinctly  hear,  the  apathetic  exhaustion  seeming  again 
to  come  over  him.  We  at  first  thought  he  was  dyuig, 
but  when,  as  he  began  to  recover,  Mr.  Fortesque  wa» 
congratulating  his  niece,  as  well  as  beginning  to  con- 
verse with  renewed  pleasure,  our  harmony  received  a  sud- 
den shock  from  what  followed ;  for  the  baronet,  beginmng 
to  revive,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on  my  face,  muttered  thus : 

**  Who  this  stranger  is  I  don't  know,  but  he  spoke 
the  first  word  this  rooming  to  undeceive  me  regarding 
these  my  last  remaining  friends,  and  I  feel  myself  in- 
debted to  him.  It  was  he  gave  me  my  drink  too 
when  my  head  swam  with  fever,  and  my  lips  burned 
with  thirst — and  it  was  at  the  dead  of  night,  that  nigfit 
of  the  fire — ^when  all  was  silent  in  my  house — and 
Lady  Staines — Heavens! — what  thought  is  this  that 
comes  over  me  " 

"Can  this  be  raving  only?"  said  the  lady,  as  th^ 
company  first  looked  at  each  other,  and  th^n  turned 
their  eyes  on  me. 

"  Sir,"  said  the  baronet,  addressing  me  with  a  solem- 
nity that  was  absolutely  distressing,  "did  you  not  one  night 
hold  a  cup  of  drink  to  my  lips  in  this  very  chamber  1" 

The  eyes  of  all  were  fixed  on  me— 4  felt  my  face 
glow  with  a  flush  that  spoke  more  than  my  words — 
when,  with  a  hesitating  voice,  I  answered  that  I  did. 

"And  how  did  you  come  to  be  in  my  house  at  midnight  V 

I  made  no  r^ly. 

The  kindling  eyes  of  the  baronet  wandered  fifom  the 
confiised  face  of  his  lady  to  mine,  while  Matilda  seemed 
ready  to  faint. 

•»  Answer  me  truly,  sir,  as  I  am  a  dying  man-— liow 
long  have  you  been  acquamted  wkh  Lady  StsdQes?" 

"  I  nev^  spoke  to  her  ladysFSu^  my  life." 

"  Georgiana,  know,  you  hot  tliffisenlleman  !" 

"  I  never  saw  him  that  I  know  ofuntil  this  morning •" 

Matilda  began  to  breathe  again,  and  so  did  her  faih^s 
while  1  in  a  few  wo  ds  explained,  to  the  astonishment 
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of  aD,  hov  that,  finding  the  street-door  ^jar  as  I  passed, 
I  stepped  in  to  inform  the  inmates,  and  that  hearing  a 
feeble  voice  calling  for  drink,  I  ventured  up  stairs  and 
gave  attendance  to  the  sick ;  the  fire  explained  the  rest, 
or  at  least  served  to  save  the  evident  dread  of  the  lady, 
lest  I  should  say  anything  that  ^ould  undo  all  that  she 
had  effected;  and  all  now  joined  in  acknowledging  with 
surprise  the  extraordinary  means  by  which  Providence 
had  brought  me  into  their  acquaintance,  and  made  me 
instrumental  in  rendering  them  what  they  were  pleased 
to  call  the  most  essentisd  services. 

I  stood  up  to  take  my  leave,  for,  afler  all,  I  was  still 
little  more  &an  a  stranger  to  those  present.  As  I  made 
my  acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Fortesque  for  the  Mea- 
sure I  had  found  in  his  acquaintance  since  I  came  to 
know  him,  the  old  man  seemed  affected,  and  Matilda, 
as  if  foigetting  every  thing  but  her  feelings,  rose  and 
put  her  right  hand  frankly  into  mine.  As  we  looked 
m  each  other's  faces  at  this  present  parting,  the  eyes 
of  all,  particularly  of  Lady  Staines,  became  fixed  upon 
us.  At  this  instant  the  silence  was  startlingly  broken 
by  the  usual  scream  from  the  feeble  voice  of  the  sick 
baronet,  and  with  hectic  energy  he  was  just  able  to  say, 

•*  I  see  it — I  see  it — this  is  the  fulfilment  of  my  wishes  I 
and  there,  before  me,  is  the  beginning  of  happiness  and 
love,  such  as  /  never  experienced.  Fortesque,  do  you 
consent  to  the  evident  wishes  of  these  young  people  X" 

**Most  willingly,"  exclaimed  the  old  gentleman, 
joining  our  hands  again,  while  I  could  see  his  eyes  fill- 
ing with  tears  as  he  looked  at  Matilda. 

Why  should  I  dwell  upon  the.  rest  ?  why  should  I 
tell  of  the  tears  of  pleasure  which  ran  fk)m  the  eyes  of 
all,  as  Matilda  and  I  knelt  at  the  feet  of  those  who 
now  showered  blessings  upon  us,  and  joined  their 
prayers  for  that  happiness  in  our  future  lives  for  which 
ample  worldly  provision  h^id  been  made  by  the  dying 
baronet !  Alas !  however,  it  was  painfully  affecting  to 
witness  the  convulsive  sobbings  of  the  regretful  Lady 
Staines,  as  she  contemplated  us  both,  spoke  of  our  pre» 
ent  love  and  future  bliss,  and  thought  of  what  sHe  her- 
self had  missed  in  life. 
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What  shall  I  add  more  t — continued  nqr  food  host* 
by  this  time  quite  affected  with  his  own  story, — dial 
Eytiss  has  been  well  realized,  in  the  course  of  seven 
happy  years,  and  now  this  bright  motning,  daring  the 
short  time  when  ray  Matilda  is  gone  from  me,  whOf 
since  we  led  England,  has  become  much  attached  to 
these  valleys,  the  pleasure  of  talking  of  her  in  her  ab- 
sence  almost  compensates  ibr  the  temporary  want  of 
her  society ;  and  I  shall  receive  her  a^ain  with  enhanced 
joy  after  thus,  in  fancy  and  by  recollection,  going  ovei 
again  the  strange  events  in  London  connected  widi  ooi 
first  acquaintance. 


My  friend  had  scarcely  bestowed  a  conchnSng  < 
upon  his  daughter,  and  informed  toBoi  the  subseqiBeiit 
deaths  of  Sir  Archibald  and  Mr,  Fortesqjcie,  and  0f 
Lady  Staines  having  entered  into  a  second  and  move 
happy  marriage,  but  not  with  the  Strang  noUemaiir 
who  has  Mttce  mn  a  remarkable  race  bo&  in  Englami 
and  abroad,  when  a  rehicle  drove  up  the  avenue,  and 
in  a  few  moments  afler,  starting  from  his  seaitr  my  host 
hastened  down  stabis  to  w^conie  back  his  Matilda. 
The  tender  embrace  of  meetings  and  of  partings  of 
those  who  truly  love  each  other  are  always  aifiecting. 
I  turned  away  my  head,  for  I  could  not  look,  and  the 
very  tones  of  the  soft  ^gli$^  Totce  d*  the  lady,  and 
the  glance  of  her  charming  blue  eyes,  touched  me 
almost  to  tears»  as  I  thought  o(^  those  I  had  left  at  home» 
and  of  the  pkms  bliss  of  wedded  lore» 

From  what  I  perceived  during  one  interesting  hour, 
which  was  aU  that  I  enjoyed  of  this  lady^a  society,  I 
couM  very  well  aceevnt  for  the  enthusiasm  of  my  new 
friend  in  speaking  of  his  wife,  as  well  as  for  the  mi* 
nuteness  with  which  he  detailed  the  particulars  of  their 
story ;  and  I  left  his  delightfy  vttla  on  the  Rhine  with 
those  comforting  sensations  with  which  the  mind  con- 
cludes from  actual  observation,  that  in  many  imeiesdng 
spots,  tm  the  variegated  surface  of  thi»  greoi  eaith, 
there  are  still  enjoy&d  many  quiet  hours  of  vurtaoua  and 
truly  enviable  felicity. 
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By  JOHN  GALT. 


«  06  thiB  cone  of  aaniafe ! 
Tint  w«  can  oaU  tlMM  delleaM  eiMtnrM  •nff 
.   AndiHKtlieUrayKtttMi!    Fd  ntter  be  •  tM4 
'  ftotf  Urb- upon  the  yapdarofadQiigeon, 

IW  liitp  a  evRwr  inllio  UdM  I  w« 
wfm  odien'  qm*" 

OnsLiA 

.  Tflit  MjMim  WMH  crowded  vtth  coinpfttiy,  and  the' 
mfiBt'  dnfekignisked  of  the  PaAenniteii  nobility  iii  open 
carrikge^i  v«m  019030119  tile  gfi^^eVf  elf  thif  summer^ 
treeing) end Ifid  mAcehing ahrthat  fare*thed  g^intly from 
|)m  baj^.  I  hftd  seated  raye^  on  die  stonie  bench  which 
lime.  iitoKg  tiie  dwarf  wall,  with  my  back  to  the  sea,' 
enjo)wig>  the  active  and  cheerfiil  eoene,  when  a  capo- 
^uHiMar  took  a. piece  beside  mew 

He  was  a  maddle^iged  man,  with  s  pemiire  eest  of' 
eonntenance,  and  evidently  suffering  from  infirmity. 
Q»l  ap|>eajraooe9  without  bemg  romaricable*  had  less 
^eetoa^alfoal  gitivity  than:  ist.  commonly  obeervible' 
emoQgihe  nmi^i        . 

. .  hk  leply  to  eoBie  UKidental^  qneetioh  whieh  I  hap* 
p^ned  to  addfese  to  hiniv  Ipe  repliied  in  Ea^iah,  and  im«^ 
mediajtely  lo^O/  and  wem.  ewey.  Neait  evening  I  seated 
m^aelf  a«  the  aame  spot;  he  also  vetmrned  and  again 
99^  down  beiade  me.  la  that  wiay  omr  aequaintance- 
began  and  grew  to  intimacy. 

9«PtIyr£^eelatehis«tory'asfaetoldit    Aitthedme 

ft  i|i^r(9^te4  me  greetlyf  and  dften  has  it  since  retnmed- 

.  w^  JS^X  iineoUaet^^  wiA .  an  indeaeribable  sense  of^ 
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sadness,  arising  more  from  the  feelings  wHick  the  incir* 
dents  awakened  than  the  apparent  sensibility  with  which 
he  described  them.  The  remains  of  a  military  manner 
regulated  the  tone  of  his  voice,  and  he  spoke  of  then» 
with  as  much  fortitude  a»  if  he  had  been  describing  the 
adventures  of  a  campaign  in  wMch  an  old  companiov 
had  perisikej^  His  voice  Y^a^  $^9*  ))ut  ther^  Jiras  a 
restraint  in  the  utterance  thaft  fnade'the  tale^pressive, 
and,  without  pson,  deeply  affecting. 

h  was,  indeed,  smg^ar,  and  I  more  than  once  ihtir 
mated  that  he  had  awakened  my  ttiriosity ;  but  it  wa» 
not  tiJX  one  evening,,  when  Thappened^to  inquire  how 
long  he  had  worn  the  garb  of  a  friar,  that  h«  deemed 
me  worthy  of  his  eon£&nce«  r 

^Itis  convenient,*  said  he,,  '^'but  it  is  not  on  that 
account  I  have  assumed  it^''  and  then  he  abruptly 
added,  as  if  the  restraint  he  had  put  upon  Himself  had 
suddenly  given  way,  "  1  much  prefer  the  convent  to  any 
other  lodgings  The  Iriars  are  sedaie'  aoid  <  gishd  men  ; 
and  although  t1>ey  knaw  I  am  a  Protestant,  t&iiey  neveF 
trouble  me  with»  any  aort  of  religion^  oontrevemy.^ 
;  Though  aceustoiEied  to  his  (hoaghtftd  pbysiognomyv 
it  seemed  to  me  that  in  .8a3riag!  tbds  l9ie  oast  of  hi* 
couutenanoe  underwent  a  change;  and  diat  iit  looked 
mor»  tha/a  Ihajd  QV«r  before:  remarked,  l&e  dn^  whom' 
adversity  had  touched  wiA  noi  gentle  hand  ^Aftto  a 
mpia^n^ary  pau^oh^  began  his  i 


On  thereium  of  .the  anny  from  Alexan^hiftr-Hiid^  li^^ 
---^ite  transport  in  whif;h  I  bad  .embarked  mb^  se^rai 
other  officers  became  leaky,  and  we-  bote  oiwary  4bt 
Messiaa/fett  repair,  or  to  dbtairiaiiotb^vessieK  On  En- 
tering the  port,.heiDg  under  iqfaarantiire, -^  pasaengeirsl 
disembarked  at  the  lazarettcs -where  theylbtind  apari^ 
ilienta,  and  ^fore.toe  kappy  in  taking  possession  ef  them, 
after  the  vile  Bgyptian  Todm»  and  'the  d»comfbrt  we 
had  suffered  in  the  transport.  ''  ^  - 
.  The  pemon  who  attaided  to  reoei^  our  dafly  evders 
aometimea  brought  the  En^ish  newspapers ;  I  read 
ti«i».  wi*  w.  oj^BfiSBire  eagemes*,  oxpeottfig^io  h^ 
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winetlwigofVny  tttends,  butto  me  they  weM'eTer  bar- 
ren; stU  liiy  ^mptttiions,  one  softer  the  other,  met  with 
Bome  Iktle  notice  or  paragraph  ^idi  gave  tfaem  plea- 
sure, but  none  atich  ever  appeared  ^  me^ 

The  dulness  of  tlie  kb^aretto,  a  a^foare  court  idth  « 
cemetery  m  the  area,  woifld  of  itself  have  affected' the 
spirits  oSf  m6st  men  ;  b«t  the  sileHtte  of  the  newapapem 
^towdrdsihe  deemed  more  otoi&o«s  bf'niififortane,  and 
filed  ihy  4mai[inatiott  \nth  apprehenaiona  and  Tague 
iears  to  wJtieh  neither  name  nor  other- «ause  eoidd  be 
aasigned.  When  the  period  of  Uie  quaramine  wm 
complete;  and  all  my  companions  were  joyooa  at  being 
T^eaaed,  f  waa  irresistibly  depressed,  and  in  answer 
to  their  raillery  cotild  only  telt  that  some  unaeoomitable 
Imrden  weighed  lipon  my  spirits,  and  woiiikl  not  be 
lAiaken  off  by  any  resolutiom. 

On  the  ifey  we  were  at  liberty  w6  =  dined  toge^er, 
and  had  several  Enfglish  officers  then  in  tlie  garrison  as 
quests.  In  the  evening'  we  all  went  to  the  theatre  ?  the 
house  was  crowded.  Every  box  was  engaged,  which 
obliged  us  to  take  places  in  the  pit."  You  are«ware 
that  owin^  to  the  snbdivisien  of  (he  benches  in  the 
tSicfiliati  theatres,  it  sometimes  happens  that  a  party  ia 
unavoidably  separated,  the  seats  being  occapied  at  in- 
tervals by  other  individuals.  This  took  ptace  that 
night ;  my  friends  were  dispersed  in  different  parte  Of 
the  house,  and  I  was  by*  myself  in  one  of  the  sittings  at 
the  end  of  the  last  bench. 

t  had  ttot  been  long  seated  when  several  ofher  officers 
cajne  in,'  with  a  gentleman  in  plain  clothes,  wHo,  as  f 
overtieard  in  the  course  of  his  conversation  with  them, 
iiad  only  that  afternoon  arrived  by  the  packet  from  Eng- 
land. He  hadlieen  the  schoolfellow  of  one  of  the  officers, 
ndth  tdiomhe  was  gay  and  free,  telling  him  of  their  olii 
cdmp^nfions,  ind  alsoOf  1iis-<ywn  exploits  since  they  had 
leftiSton.  Ahiong  other  things  he  mentioned  that  the 
.cause  of  his  comix^  abroad  was  an  intrigue;  In  whidi 
-iie  Ixad  been  engaged  with  a  married  lady.  '  It  had  been 
discovered  by  the  landlady  <^  an  inn  on  the  Bath  road, 
irho  had  threatened  to  disclose  the  aiftdi*  to  the  friends 
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of  his  panmuMur.  ^^fiut,"  saidhe^  T  bo^vM  J^ 
Bilence«  and  have  for  a  few  moxHbB  e^Bie  outc^.  th^  way*." 
The  name  of  the  lady  he  did  mH.  diitclofiey  ii^deed 
refused,  but  hoaated  of  his  suceessy  aqd  of  the  Mkug  Usm^ 
that  ^e  guilty  intereoiirse  bad  ooniinued. 

Tltts  ttoiy  attracted  my  par^icutoir.a^tQmiPB,  and  y^ 
there  was  nothiag  in  the  eMrowmstaoees.iQalculM^  i0 
mal^e  any  very  lasting  impressiont  #ave  osAy.  the  .^st 
•and  craift  o£  the  lady,  wM<^  he  de^eribefl  wi^h  .(^Qf^ 
lempt  and  derision,  as  the  res)iU  of  her  edf^f ijce  m 
deeepticai.  i    .,. 

On  returning  to  Ae  botri  fiom  Ae  ^ba?)^  vluc)^  I 
did  alone,  before  the  opera  was  over,  I  fpmi,  wif(i 
lettom  from  my  wife,  a  bundle  of  newspapers^  .  Ma^ 
had  been  for  some  time,  she  saidt  unweU,  and  h^d  heietii 
advised  to  try  the  Ba^  waters ;  it  bad,  however,  so 
happened  that  my  mother  had  sJmo  beens^ize^  with  a 
dangerous  illness,  whiph  obliged  my  wife  to  go  hastier 
to  London,  where,  after  waiting  some  timf  t  she  v^aa 
again  advised  to  return  to  Badi« 

Asathe  letter  wjs  written  with  bfix  wpQted  tendemee^ 
and  spirit,!  could  not  but  admire  the  aidpnrof  that  filii^ 
afieotion  which  viras  so  like  the  earnestness  of  her  love 
lor  myself;  but  when  I  was  about  tp  take  up  one  of 
the  newi^apeia — i^  atraag^y,  suddenly*  ax^<  fearfully 
flashed  across  my  i^ind  that  there  y^w  something  exr 
traordiaary  in  that  journey.  In  a  word,  I  was  wounded 
with  a  pang  of  jealousy,  and  shook  for  a  time  like  the 
aspen*  And  yet  my  heart  ac]MM>wledged  that  n^er  waa 
a  woman  more  simple  in  all  her  ways  than  Maria-r 
more  piire  in  heart  iad  spirit — more  enthusia^c  in  her 
affep^ions.  The  thought. aak  qrosaed  my imaginationv 
was  as  a  black  demon  passing  between  me  and  the 
heavens,  eclipsing  the  undonded  sun«  StWIcould  not 
reason  mysdf  from  the  honor  of  the  su^icion*  whicb* 
like  an  envenovied  dart,^  rankled  in  my  bosom.,  it 
seemed  as  if  the  aip^^ury  which  had  previously  darkened 
my  •pirit  was  eo^rmed— I  arose  iiom  mv;  se^Kt^ 
traversed  the  room  in  distraction,  and  abandoned  my 
ael&  witb^ul  iseumh  U)  the  wildest  imaginations^ 
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MlMni  rkad  tait  *s6me  time  gfiren  scope  to  die  Ml 
iyieeof  tlM^^rMdful  passidn  which  had  so  demoniacally 
po«M9Sied  nCf'theckKid  passed  fp&at  my  tmderstaiKlKng, 
and  I  became  more  calm.  I  ieAt  eyen  repagnatiee  si 
B^^efif  for  havkig  -dbtie  dneh  ii^iiiy  to  my  wife  In 
tfiougfat ;  and  nsmotse,  like  ^ro|]is  o^  molten  sulphtr,  for 
tfwwjiistic^  dropped*in  graater  angui^  than  fire  upon 
my  heart.  I  soon  after  again  grew  -more  rational^  and 
ealmly  opeaed'Che  paper.    • 

F>>rflfotiie  timetidthin^  interemiitg  attracted  mynotice^ 
bvl'fiuBOng  the  gossiping  paragraphs  I  discovered  two 
lines  evidently  inseil^  by  amhority,  for  there  was  a 
tnt-of  Batii«  in  ihem  ];Miiising  the  filial  devotion  of  the 
Itdhrtira^gfCllaiiC'Ofileer  then  with  the  «miy  in  Egypt^ 
and  how,  tltough  herself  «»i  Invafid,  she  had  made  a 
fooniey  to  London  to  eomibtt  hts  aged  moiher,  who  was 
jess  in  need  of  consolation  thaA  h^^elf. 
•This  sentence  was  -as  a  «hower  tif  btOlets  in  my 
bosom.  The  paroxysm  of  jealousy  returned,  barbed 
wKh  a  hale&l  possibMity.  But  I  may  spare  you  and 
n^scilf  *(he  description  of  an  agony  Which  language  can 
never  express.  That  too,  however^  after  a  time,  also 
fltoftsidc^.  I  again  had  recourse  to  another  number  of 
the  newspaper,  and  in  it  there  was  a  dignified  answer 
to  the  sland^  implied  in  the  wording  and  maricings  of 
Ae  paragraph  that  had  so  disturt)ed  me. 

But  it  ftiiledtd  «oot$),  for  (he  gentleman  had  described 
the  craft  of  his  paramour. 

•  This  made  my  case  worse— ^tto  adequate  idea  can  be 
given  of  my'  thoughts  that  night  I  retired  to  my  own 
ehambei*— I  wept,  I  vowed  the  hoarsest  revenge.  But 
what  could  I  dc^wlwt  -proof  had  I  to  charge  my  rivaf 
with  hirting  dishonoured  my  family  t  Him  I  could  not 
ev<'.n  ftddfess.  The  ni^'  was  spent  in  a  whirlwind,' 
and  I  could  hring  tt^self  to  no  determination. 
•  At  daybreak  I  went  to  a  convent,  where  I  had  then  & 
fltend,  who,  under  the  name  of  Anselmo,  had  long  re- 
sided there.  I  had  known  him  when,  previously  to  the 
Egyptian  expedition,  1  had  been  quartered  in  Messina; 
lie  wa«ii  ten^ible  sedated  character  pot^essed  of  a  ludi- 
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riooA  b¥i«vM0«  or  A9  WiwU.    TaikalMiSMMsf 
]M^e<m8  i^ppr6beti»ioii9^-H»i)d  when  I  lw^%fi^^ 

lU,  and  then  ^ajdr-r 

*«  6a  to  yovM  hotelt  lei  nc^.  one  Itavo  ^««Mie  li»«iHif 
p0c.t  your  feaTOf  a^c}  c«m^  back  ta  ««  vi  A«;afWinppoil> 
by  which  tims  I  ahall  W  pv^pufcri  W>  offesr  jmi 

I  did  as  he  suggested — {ormim$tfif  mf  ,< 
la  the  gayf^  of  their  dfmt»f  bad. vwobr^d  )|p  i4sit  Ihe 
f^nviiQUs*  I  feigned  n  teadaebe,  dediiied)  t«  <fir*f9Q(lll 
theiSv  aod  tbu^  wsM»  left  HodisiMlfoed.   < 

Wh^er  Father  Anselno  bad  in  th^  mean;  $m^.  cMt 
•dted  witb  any  frieiid  on  my  imbappy toaae  iw>»  p/od  -dSmi 
^osedy  bmt  yrhieia,  at  the  tu^ei  ai>ppuUiBd*.I  fejmf^  Ml 
^  (XHnvei^  I  o^t  him  «b  the  pfiffta)«  as  boiWia^^^kM 
leave  of  another  elderly  <Har«  wbo»  ^  I  ^Qtei^^eyM 
me  with  a  meliuacholy  )ool^  I  p^sedi  bov^vw  on, 
and  was  inunediately  f(^w?d  by  An^lino»  wbo*  ipite4M| 
of  conducting  me  back  1p  his  cell»  led  m^  i|il^<itW 
chapel,  which  at  the  time  wa^  Qmptyv*<-It  is  a  gfy^f^ont 
fumctuary ;  the  shrinc».  an4  i^opuments  pim^rcms,  anA 
tbough  the  lighted  altar^  j^njt  fimh  a  ^n|  splefidoWti 
there  was  something  in  the  air  aod  asp^ecit  of  the  pla<s0^ 
which  weighed  upon  my  heart  as  if  tji^.  trai^Miuillityv 
which  reigned  around  had  beea  palpabfo. 

W^en  we  had  walked  in  sileope  to  a  copfpi9»ipiiaI, 
whiclf  stood  at  the  east  end  of  the  chapel,  near  til}ie^hig}it 
aUar»  Father  Anselmo  went  into  the  cl^air-^  l:am  iiftt** 
aaidhe,  **  so  ingrained  with  our  religion  as  t9  deem  tbW 
an  occasion  that  will  not  sanction  the  indecooum-^-kaeel; 
V>  me  as  if  you  were  a  penitc|nt»  and  I  will  answsir  yw^k 
as  sincerely  as  if  the  sin  which  has  brou^t  us  here  wer^^ 
of  yonr  own  commissioo^  Knee),  no .  one  will  then  b^ 
terrupt  us,  if  your  agitation,  master  your  fortitude." 

I  knelt,  scarce  knowing  wbatl  did-    Whep  1  tfM 
bent  forward  about  a  minute  t/a  the  ai^ical  of  tbei< 
tessional,  Father  Anselmo  sajid-^ 

"  There  is  a  cause  to  justify  you  to  snapecit.'* 

I  groaned,  with  anguisbi  and  could^make  su^  if^lj* 
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^  Btt(  lot  no  096  stiU  sipspect  ^  peitm  of  yamf  hewn 
<r-wnt6  to  yoiur  wife  a«  if  yoni  nerer  questioned  hec 
fidelity — go  home  with  all  the  9peed  you  ca»— <hut  befiNre 
you  see  her,  g^  to  the  ioa  where  the  diecoyery  was 
im^de,  The^  landlady  was  bribed  to  silencen-a.  better 
price  will  ui^loek  her  t^gue — a^d  y^nr  own  aagikciiy 
will  thea  direct  you  what  ehould  be  doiie,  if  it  should 
pfTore  the  ^dultere^  was  your  wif(^^ 

«« She  shall  die,**  cried  I  aloud,  starting  in  en  e§on^ 
on  my  feet  ir*^t  thatinst^int  the  newly  amved  etta^ge^ 
with  his  frieod  Afi)  o^cer  entered  the  church*-!  ca^po^ 
describe  the  tempest  of  my  90ul  at  that  moment. 
■  ^  It  is  he,"  L  f.«:leimed»  pcAuting  him  out  to  th^ 
fiiar,  : 

**  Compose  yourself,"  was  his  answer..  *<Let  d^ 
que^tipn  him — ^l  am  palmer  than  you :  leaive  the  bueiness 
to  me." 

,  Father  Anselmo  then  went  towards  the  stranger  and 
his  iirienidt  and  addressed  them  as  strangersr  pointing, 
out  to  their  attention  several  of  the  altaipieces  which 
were  considered  distin^ished  speciine»s  of  art;  I  fol-^ 
lowed!  dose  behind  him,  but  said  nothing,  nor  was  I 
^pable  of  joining  twoseidtence^-r-I  attempted,  howeverr 
io  enter  into  conversation  with  the  officer  who  accom- 
panied the  stranger.  What  he  mu^thave  thought  of 
me  I  can  now  well  imaginet-^^my  tongue  at  the  tima 
ga,ve  utterance  to  words  which  l^d  no  conne^on  w^h 
my  mind.  .  Father  Anselmo  afterward  inquired  what  ( 
had  been  saying— 4L  had  no  remerabmnpe  of  it*  but  ho 
mentioned  that,  he  hiad;»everal  times  observed  the  offieeir 
tui;n  round  abruptly,  ^^d  look^  at  me  with  an.  appiehen* 
rive  eye*  • 

Fa^wr  Anselmo  himself*,  in  the  mean  time»  was  pAi^ 
ticul^urly  courteoua  t^  the  stranger,  and  after  we. had 
taken  a  turn  or  two  in  the  chapel  I  grew  more,  codlecte^ 
and  went  closer  tp  him^  Immediately  I  perceiyed  that 
he  chauised  hi&  manner.;  his  eyes  becamo  vivid .  an^ 
searching,  and  in  conducting  the  stranger  alcmg  theside* 
altars  to  look  at  the  pic(\ure8  pa]rticul^ly«  hejirequently 
east  upo^i  hini  %^den.glfu^.^p6«i4ly  yrhim  ho  ^ 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


1M  rent  ctun-^ikMHc/ 

ft^^ed  liis  attendoii  arrested  By  any  remki^ckble  figure 
among  the  female  saints.  But  the  stranger  inspected 
fhem  all  with  equal  kidiflerence. 

Father  Ansjelmo  then  affeeted  to  fee  a  critic,  and  dis- 
oonrsed  of  Ae  colouring  of  the  several  pictures  witif 
the  afieetation  of  a  cioerone.  It  seemed  to  me  thathtti 
dbject  in  this  was  to  ascctfem  if  the  taste  of  the  strange/ 
preferred  any  particular  colour,  hut  in  this  too  he  failed ' 
He  «suld  defrh^e  nothing  to  assist  his  cwrimiS' wetapKy- 
sieal  klyestigation,  for  I  soon  perceived  that  his  endear' 
Tour  was  to  find  out  sclme  key  to  the  associations  of  thr 
stranger's  mind,  such  as  'skilful  players  at  the  game  of 
Twenty -Questions  liometimed  bbtaitK-^Emd  are  theirehj 
enabled  to  discover  the  most  occult  thoughts  of  their 
ffioitajgonists.-  '       '     ', 

The  stranger  and  the  offieer  has  eompanioh  then' went 
away. 

«*  I  suspect,"  said  Father  Anieltnd;- as' thfey  left  the 
church,  '*-that  you  are  distttrbifig  yourself  Without  cau^e. 
The  intrigue  Which  that  gehtleman  has  accidentally  dis- 
closed has  been  'but  a  young  nian*s  folly — 'he  has  nd 
remorse  iw  what  he  has  done.  The  woman '  deserves 
not  your  anxiety,  if  she  prove  your  wife ;  she  must  fee* 
bad,  and  their  connexion  has  been' a  mere  aiiiinal  in^ 
dulgenee,  whidi  leaves  n6  sting  of  guilt  behind.  I  have 
tried  him  by  aH  thescf  pictures,  and  even  in  l^e  one 
fliere  of  the  Roman  ktdy  listening  to  the  preaching  of 
llie  young  priest,  who  became  enamoured  of  her,  an^ 
who  resisted  the  temptation  because  she  was  tnarried  ; 
but  he  was  not  in  the  slightest  degree  rhoved,  even 
though!  interpreted  the  legend  as  muoh  likei  the  story 
you  had  overheard  as  possible.  Think,  therefore,  no 
more  of  any  offence  towards  yourself  in  this  affair,  but 
go  home  and  get  the  fact  proved  as  soon  aii  posslMe,  to 
be  rid  of  one  that  must  be. familiar  withToluptuousness.** 

The  words  of  Father  Anselmo  seemed  oracular.  I 
kiiew  not  their  import,  nor  the  mode  of  his  redaction, 
though  I  comprehended  the  scope  of  both.  It  was^ 
however,  impossible  that  I  could,  by  any  iesolution, 
ahake  off  the  love  whieh  I  eheiiahed  for'MariaJ    I 
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becaBed  «ei  mkid  her  be«q^  and  mdq^lipitfr  ttd  dittt 
grw^M  pkiy  80  mdtke  tlw  graw  anblnr  that  th& 
«ti^og«fi  had  AMcribed:;  biift4h£^atoiinpf  mf  j^akHuy 
traa  over^  and  a  deep  and  4gM|aisiie  sorrow  took  poa. 
»e6sioii  of  my  boabm.  Why,  howererr,  attetxqit  to  de- 
aeribe  an  i^gmth  that  mugt  be  kk^not  imagiiiedy  and 
which  threatens  to  r^tam  aa  ^e  Tamembrance  is  nh 
•frashad,  by  rocaHiai^  the^rndble  Gircanistanqea  in  iprhich 
St  waa  ftnft  cxpamaeedf  EM^avour  to  Isanceive  SSt 
jMuaelf,  and  when  yon  hxm  dime  so. with  dl  «hb 
jpowars  of  ydtir  nteginaiioii,  how  faint  and  fiscbieia^ 
itbetolharealityorwhallanfiaMdr  '  i 

Two  difys  ailar  I  left  my  feUow^pasaeingera,  and 
Yatarned  to  England  by  tiie  aama  packet  that  had 
biottght  attt  the  destffoyer  of  ray  peace,  lamednteiy 
on  my  arrival  at  Fadraonth,  I  set  offior  i&a  inn  iriiere 
4ie  im<{uity  had  taken  place* 

Havhig  been  then  for  severfd  yeanr  ^dis&nt  £N>mSn|p- 
land,  I  affected  a  curiosity  repeating  the  domfisiie  06- 
caarreneea  ef  the  k|ngdoav,  whieh  was  not  fblt»  and  per- 
aeiving  that  thave  was  no'bustie  in  thd  hduse^  on  pva- 
tancaof  oonvarsingwicfti  the  landla^  on' these  lApiea^l 
ieggad  her  to  make  tea  for  me.  <Inil»  aaurse  of*  im 
Hoing'so^  my  conversation  was  wM  and  desultdry^  and 
several  times  I  obaerved  her:  aiiddenly  gaie  hi  mb. 
^Gffadnaily  I  faromgfat  the  Variaaa  irabieetal  had  affefeted 
la  speak  of  10  a  j^iint^  and  then  I  aamasdy  told  her^  and 
^ivith  ^oBsiderable:  emotioo,  that  I  had  some  eaase.  for 
jeabusy^  ami  that  (^  ninat  tm&me  die  dtstiactkm  ef 
fqiind  ^ith  wMeh  she  saw  me  agitaiad. 
'-  Harinj^  tfma  iatemled  hci^  feetings;  I  dien  turned 
Ihe  eanvaiaatioik  wiA  all  my  ingenaity  on^tha  tiais,  and 
finally  the  place  of  guilt,  relating  several  cimmisl&ncea 
whieh  the  stranger,  Sir  Mttndaville  Webster,  bad  Aien- 
Ikaied  ooneeming  the!  dtsenvery,  and  in  which  ah^ 
hai^  borne  a  part,  even  to  ^e  sam>  by  whLeh  lie  had 
purchased  her  silence.  Her  emotion  increasing  -  to 
amazement  and  afaorm  eonvSnoed  me  thai  he. had  told  no 
«tefie  tale,  but  still  aha  only  affected  to  gi^ve  ui  sym- 
pathy for  my  distress.    I  was,  howevet,  astiafied  with 
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^ihe  teatimony  Ckf^jny  vitaeasv  attd.aa.to.hMre  atkni 
hisr  money  for  a  nasre  cir^msUyitial  disclosure  woi4d 
have  been  improper^  I  abruptly  •  quitted  Ker  and  pio- 
•ceeded  direcdy  to  London.  The  expiring^  embers  of 
affection  for  Maria  prevented  me  fxom  disclosing  .mj 
jiame,  feebly  hoping  that  some  esflieaUo  mistaJfie 
wgfat  possibly  yetJbe  (Ii8eov0red# 
I  My  reoqption  by  Bftaria  was  with  lill  ihe  flutter  and 
Ibtidness  -of  pure  and  fettenc  aflection.  Oh  heavens  I 
but  her  blandishments  were  .as  the  foldings  of  a  ne> 
'|Mmt-*--fliiy  anguiab  more  dreadful  than  the  agonies  ot 
Laocoon ! — but  I'st^ed  ray  disgusL  SSbe  spoke  of  her 
ckddren  with  the  admilration  of  a  mother,  ^he  bvMight 
them  to  me. with,  delight,- <b«t  I  disoenied  thai  she ooee 
or  twice  looked  at  me  with  a  strange  apeeulntson  ui  het 
^p«B»  In  aM)  save  in  those  disastrous  glancesi,  she  wn 
what  she  had  ever  been,  but  my  heart,  thofugh  not  altoy- 
gcthes  alienated^  was  perplexed,  and  its  throbs  wese  as 
•Sie  slugings  of:scorpions« 

Craft  and  cunning  were  never  so  perfectly  pevfomed 
as  on  that  &tal  morning.  It  was  impossibU  to  look 
bpoD  her  with  suspicion.  Innoosnoe  was>  in  all  her 
gestures;  but  enee  I  saw  heir  hastily  tuni'  her  head  lb 
conceal  a  sudden  gosh  of  tears.  After  this  eould  I 
doubt  ?    I  dung  ray  love  td  the  winds,  i  ^ 

A  brief  embarrassed  panse  took  place  £ot  amomenti; 
wnhooC  saying,  a  word,  I  ordered  the  nurseryHODaid  to 
convey  the  children '  to  their  grandmother*  and  then 
sternly  remained  in  silence  tillthey  were  goneu  Miuria 
sat  pads  and  amazed ;  riie  asked  no  <]Ue8fionr^perhaps 
was  unable.  '  l^hesawthecluMMnd4>art.1irii!iMmttlno- 
tion  and  without  caress.  Never  was  detested  goMt  b9 
visibly  eanfounded* 

When  the  earrikge  widi  the  ohildrea  and  thnsflnmac 
had  left  the  hoose,.  I  then  said  with  a  'Stem  voiete,  bit 
tny  heart  wept  blood  from-eveiy  iporcy  ^  Madam^  ans>wer 
me  a  few  •questions."  i-        i 

8he  aisde  no  reply,fbut  I  eontinued-u 

M  When  did  you  beeoms  aoqsakitedwiik  BhrMandft- 
i^le  Websterr  .         •  .  -,  i 
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Bbe  mkieiof  te^/ 

•«  Was  it  in  jour  joumejbetweesBadiuidLiMideii!^ 

ISfae  made  no  it^y. 

**  Aaswer  me^  unhappy  ivoman ;  I  imuld^  for  your 
own  sake,  spare  you  fronl  the  tongues  of  tke  wod^r^ 
mtuf^Fumo  !^«--*!aid  in  raying  tiiese  words  I  rose ;  she 
al  the'sams  time  also' staMd  vspi  and  eiftending  heif 
vnmmiA  pUrensy^'tffwtiBlo  a  wild,  demoniac  fit  of  miitb* 
less  laughter,  so  shrill,  so  hideous,  so  unlike  aH  hdmaa 
•QHiid;  itat  I  shudder  with,  komr  as  i  think  oC  it. 
'Ffaen  suddiftily  passings  she  ilodced  aolmndly  at  ne 
far  ft  moBienty-aiid  dvopped  sekiseiesp  on  ikm  mot. 

Humanity'  and  some  feeliHg  of  withered  tendevnesv 
wouU  Bbt  idlow  me  to  leave  her  tili  her  maidy  with  the 
assietaaee  of  the  other  womeni  had  reeaMed  her  seneea^f 
But  as  soon  as  I  observed  the  dsiihi  of  retumiiig'reaaoHi 
I.left  th^  house. and  proceeded  to  her  father's;  niiere  I 
fbond  his  lordship  at  homei,  In 'his  library  aione^  I 
hastened  into  his  presence,  but  as  I  enHered  the  rotta^ 
my  feeiingB  ovefdrnt  me,  and  I  thr^w  myac^f  on  his 
shoulder,  unable!  to  speak*  I' 

'  After  this  pasteysm  had  tmbsidwVhe  reiqoeeted^mr 
to'  be  seatedv  and,  i  thoilght  with  a*,  air:  of  coldniBsa 
^nd  distance^  inquired  what  sa  agitated  me^ •  aad  when* 
I  had  returned  to  England. 

'Mm  manner  waa  tuklitional'  ptool^it  wa9  as  if  he 
knew  and  connived  an  thegoik;  *  He  is  acquainted  wkhr 
my  diahonoue,'  I.  inwardly  said,  but  his  regard  for  9 
ehil4  ior  whom  he  was  ever  defOted  has  made  hint 
ihke  her  part  The  thought  passed  through  my  mind 
iike  electricity,  and  nenred  me  to  be  firm.  Aocordmgly, 
GoUeoting  myselU^'I  told  him  what  I  had  the  misfortune^ 
to  learii.  I  told  him  all--^how  it  aecidentally  first  reached 
my  hearing  in  the  theatre,  to*  the  examinatioft  ef  the 
landlady*  and  the  dreadful  scene  I  had  just  witnessed'.^ 

During  the  whole  recital  he  sat  as  silent  as  his' 
danghKiers  but  it  was<  the  edifice  of  attention,  and  not,' 
Kke  beffs,ief.  consternation-^— for  he  was  a  calm,  .self**' 
svatained  eharacteri,  seldom  off  his  guard,  and  shrewd 
in  his  knowledge ^fmankiind•^ 
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When  I  had  closed  my  wild  stflvyvhe.mMr  ad  te> 
maaki  but  luiu&gr'widlDod  .several  times  wcwoskl  ite 
library.  I  conceived  that  he  was  atieditaAmf^wiHitiffqfdy 
to  maWi  and  waitN: wMi^iesolyiiaat ;  afrheliheafta^^ed 
(^[)06itB  19  me,  aadisaM  mphataeally^         -  .     .<  : 

.  *^Tb]8  i»  a  strange  Imstnctss^^iA  i^  a0t  h^ponaibfci  f 
be  true*"  At  lU».  eaq^rbssioii  I  saw  his  eaaatea6tim 
ohange,;  and  ailcnr  rudi  i»to.  hm^iefes,  'whicb  liQ  hiieiiliy 
^ped  awsyi.  .      -   . 

J  The  JB^  «f  4iat;  moal  rcBpecftaye,  andi  in  tHk  thfai^ 
aerena  a^  aelf^poaaelMMd  M  mmc»  ^iSS^eto^.tmrnkmi 
me  witir  €ic<|iri8ite  piiy?^  rooe^  and  being  now  eeitami 
tet^Bodmig  boM  change  the  woM  fact,  I  said'8fani|aly 
Uiat  «hile' 1  remaiiied^in  tdwn  my  home  wonid  be  sc  mf 
naidier^s  <  wiik  the  ehiUlrea^  but  ^^  the  vBtotaBala 
Hanaicpuld  sequire  kia;  care. 

'  A^.Yott  haTe  kat  no  tinm  since  youn  arrival "  reused 
lie,  a.litile  fnmidly  as  ilhQa^  «« but  I  will  cadi  ion  yoic 
ilLfiue'OoiirsarofsthddB.y;'*    . 

r  We^hoi  parted  There  was  natluBg  in  this  sad  ipw 
terview  to  make  me  question  mhatl  had  heard  ;*  heki  oba 
t^  dantrary^  a  atrdng^ocmfirmalioiirof  >ihs  jostiee  vf  my 
jeaiouay*  It  was  a  qfsir  in  the  side  of  ik^iirtemj  tar 
laxt.  tto  Ipgal  prriigMnaries  ifor:a  drrorce  institated 
without  delay.  '      i.  i 

By  tibts  timei  agitation  had  azhaasted  n^  strength, 
iiiaomimh!  that .  whea^  I  xeadhed  my  mother^  *  house  i 
was  sesiaariy  indiqiobed,  and  the,  ehildsen  widk  (heiP 
gladness  and  iaodemft  earesses.*  a«^ented.«iyxleiec« 
tfon.  Afy.  mothto  was  flot^lrt.>  hornet  the  ipaidi  hadr 
desenlbfld  ta  her  the  frame,  of  mindi  in  wioeli-  she  hadi 
0awi  met.  and*  the  old:,  i^dy.  had.  instaniiy  gone  *  eo  my) 
hpUBOi  1 1  wsis.  noti^towerer^^aeqa^iiatediilQlll  tfaia  c&r< 
QUlnstaDaei  B&  the  time,  and  qonahided  that.hev  absenov 
wasrioioonsequeaee  of  lierreliietaiiob  tosee  mei^forget^ 
tjiig,<in  that  dkcoMolate  iHwmenti  that  t&e  modier's 
beartiever  ^^noBapts  her  to  %M. her  offspihg  m}M>i 
tmsa..  But  a  dq^oifafale  ^ttaiity  waa  vpon.nei^  aadl 
eF«inri^hing!  that  took  plane  on  dml  eveatfal  ds^  T  ' 
tered  to  thaditaipening  of-^myj 
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After  waiting  soBve  tinpie  for  th^  netwn  t>f  Lady  0»> 
prey,  I  called  ia  the  nursery  maid,  aad  learned  srheve 
she  had  goae*  With  boilmg  veins,  and  a  head  incapa- 
ble of  eonibioing.  two  thoaghtSi  I  resolved  to  go  ia 
quest  of  her,  but  in  that  crisis  she  returned ;  oa  reach^ 
lag  mj  house,  she  wais  in&)nBied  ib^X  Maria  had  left  it 
ia  a  hackney-coach  without  saying  Hrhere  she  iatenMl 
to  go;  The  servanta  wer^ ;  aU.  ^antted;  and  no  000 
couM  givo  (he  slightest  clew  to  the  mysierioiia  passkMi 
ia  which,  after  so  long  m  abse»ce»  I  had  relanied. 

I  theii  toH  hex  lad^hip  of  dke  diseovcry,  and  .at  the 
same  time  Lord  Baronsd;i2is  wa»  atmoimeed-*^  tod 
had  been  at  my  house,  wi  had  been  iBf<^«n»d  of  the 
nianner  in  which  Mari«  had  withdr^wii  herseU.  His 
look  waa  firm  hiu{  stem;  ha  had  aurhasoaed  all  hia  for- 
titude, and  while  it  waa  evident  that  his  -apitft  waa 
writhing  with  a  thoueajid  wowiida>  his  counteaanoe  ha4 
an  air  of  resolution  and  sadaeaa^ 

^  Let  us  not,"  said  he,  "  waste,  time  in  idl)^  talk* 
yonhappinesa  and  mine  ate  equally  at  stake }  I. have 
thought  on  all  you  hs^ve  tol4'  im  ^^tbere  may  be  aeiao 
error — nid  we  must  begin,  the  inv^siigaliott  antwi  I  haEve 
a  pbstchaise  at*  Uie  doofT— you  aiust  go  with*  m  to  that 
landlady,  she  shall  noteara  her  bribe  Aom  ^urmdiility.*' 

I  made  no  answer,  hut  seiaed  n^  hal  iu>  aeeenqpfiay 
him  ia  an  instant^-^e  wrung  his  hands  with  emiotion ; 
another  inessenger  was  first  despatjshed  to  my  houacip 
and  also  to  hia  h>]idah^'a,  to  asc^^taiii  if  Maria  had.re- 
tun^ed— rbut  they.brought  back  no  tidings. 

We  then  resolved  to  proceed  in  the  chaise,  and 
D^adied  the  ia^  eafly  in  the  evening,  where,  in  passing 
to  a  parlour,  we  met  Maria ! — ^I  had  befove  this  received' 
pipof  enough,  but,the  eight  of  her  there  crowned  the 
evidence. — ^Vh^y  Ix^^  she  come  to  that  house  T  I  had 
not  mentip^ed  any  things  tp  her'  of  my  having  been 
there.  By  what  mirapiUoua  accideat  had  she  comet 
and  for  what,  other  purpose  than  to  deal  with  the  bribed 
landlady  ?  rushed  in  phrensy  oa  n^y  mind* 

Before  I  had  tin^e  to.make  any  remark  Maria  paHed 
the  bellii  a^  reqaea^^:  th^  p^e^fffiQe.of  the  to^MXi 
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mki  OB  her  (mtranee  demanded  with  a  et'eady  vmce  if 'she 
wae  the  Mislrasa  Osprey  of  whom  she  had  spoken  to  me*. 

The  good  wom^  beibre  answering,  looked  confused, 
■nd  then  said,  hesitatingly,  that  she  was  not,  and  I  ex-* 
daimed  with  indignation — 

^  These  trieks,  Maria,  will  serve  yon  no  longer. 
How  came  you  here  t— -by  what  instinct  hare  yon 
AoQ^t  of  thn  house?  llow  much  was  your  bribe! 
8ir  Manderille  Webster^  was  a  hundred  guineas.** 

Maria  made  no  answer,  the  only  looked  at  me,  but 
die  landlady  started  atthe-name  of  Sir  Manderille,  and 
I  turned  to  Lord  Baronsdaie. 

^It  woald  not  be  expensire,**  said  I,  *^to  get  any 
evidence  desired  from  this  woman.** 

**  Tou  are  rig^**  said  his  lordship,  with  a  sigh,  and 
covered  his  face  with  his  handkerchief,  exclaiming,  with 
great  fervour,  **Oh,  Maria,  to  what  devil  have  you  sold 
yourself? — ^to  look  so  iaBOcent--to  be  so  plausible ! — 
and — ^■■- . 

•♦Ydu  are  not  satisfied  T  was  her  reply.  **Let 
Osprey  take  the  woman  in  his  chaise  and  proceed  with 
her  to  Bai^9  and,  my  lord,  till  I  am  proved  guilty,  give 
me  your  prokeetiott ;  I  will  go  with  you.** 

Tboenetfiy  with  which  &8  was  said  strengthened 
the  sHfvession  which  so  many  circumstances  had  maide. 
It  was  xaiXke  &e  gentle  ami  retiring  Maria  to  show 
hetaelf  so  deckive. 

Hke  journey  to  Bath  was  arranged  as  she  proposed ; 
the  landlady  at  first  made  some  scruple,  but  it  was 
atifled  by  the  words  ^  You  must,**  from  Maria. 

We  travelled  all  night,  but  slowly,  as  it  was  desired. 
Or  rather  ordered,  by  Maria,  diat  we  should  not  reach 
Bath  till  an  advanced  hour  in  the  morning,  and  that  no 
Opportunity  should  be  afforded  for  her  to  have  any  fur- 
^er  communicatioo  with  the  landlady.  I  was  spell- 
bound— ^I  could  not  divine  her  intent — but  she  appeared 
animated  by  some  extraordinary  purpose,  and  she  never 
once  appeared  to  notice  me. 

When  we  reached  Bath,  instead  of  proceeding  to  any 
hoceli  she  directed  the  chaise  to  a  particular  house  in 
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Paltne7-«treetf  and  ours  to  follow.  On  reaching  the 
door,  die  instant  that  it  was  opened  she  directed  her 
father  to  come  in  with  her,  and  the  landlady  and  me  to 
follow.  She  then,  with  the  same  apparent  equanimity, 
ordered  the  servant  to  bid  Lady  Heatherstone,  his  mis- 
tress, come  to  her  for  a  single  moment — we  were  still 
standing  when  the  lady  entered. 

The  landlady,  on  seeing  her  ladyship,  started,  and 
turning  suddenly  to  me,  before  any  other  could  utter  a 
word,  said,  with  an  agitated  voice,  ^'  This  is  the  Mis- 
tress Osprey." 

The  lady  instantly  turned  pale,  and  gazing  at  the 
landlady,  whom  she  at  once  recognised,  said — 

^  You  mistake,  I  am  Lady  Heatherstone.** 

^  Oh,  why  did  you  add  the  guilt  of  falsehood  to  your 
sin  !**  cried  the  contrite  landlady ;  "  you  told  me  your- 
self your  name,  on  the  vile  morning  of  that  night  when 
you  and  this  other  lady  stopped  at  our  house.** 

Lady  Heatherstone  rejoined — '^You  are  in  some 
mistake ;  but  what  does  iiia  mean  ? — ^why,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  are  you  here,  and  what  is  the  object  of  these 
questions  f* 

Lord  Baronsdale  said  nothing,  but,  with  his  mouth 
pursed,  seemed  waiting  some  result. 

^  Madam,**  after  a  momentary  pause,  said  I,  **  when 
I  last  saw  your  friend.  Sir  Mandeville  Webster — ** 

**  Oh,  Webster !  do  you  know  him  V*  was  her  ex- 
clamation of  astonishment,  and  she  flung  herself  on  a 
sofa,  and  covered  her  face  with  her  hands. 

I  rushed  towards  Maria  to  catch  her  in  my  embrace,  but 
her  spirit  was  gone — ^I  had  only  her  corpse  in  my  arms. 

From  that  hour  I  have  but  existed— our  unhappy 
children  are  both  dead.  Had  they  lived,  perhaps,  I 
might  have  endeavoured  to  resume  my  profession,  but 
the  eldest  only  survived  a  year,  and  the  second  scarcely 
another.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  but  a  breathing 
thing — ^an  abstract  of  humanity — and  the  solitude  of 
the  cloister  has  been  my  home.  Had  we  possessed 
any  such  asylum  in  England  I  had  not  come  to  Sicily. 
But  it  matters  not— all  places  are  now  alike  to  me, 
IS} 
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THE    BLBEPLESS   WOMAN. 


BY  WILUAM  JERDAN.* 


CHAPTER  I. 

HsATXLT  tet  in  masaiye  br^ss,  whose  rich  and  inge* 
nkius  cATving  was  tarniahed.and  duU«apoiidenMU  lamp 
swung  frQm  a  ceiling  blackened  by  its  smoke.  Every 
thing  in  the  room  spoke  of  time,  but  of  time  that  had 
known  no  change.  Knights,  whose  armour  was,  at  the 
latest,  of  two  centuries  back — ^ladies,  in  dresses  from 
which  their  descendants  started  in  dismay — ^looked  out 
fiom  the  discoloured  tapestry;  and  the  floor,  dark  with 
age,  added  !o  the  gloom.  Beside  the  hearth,  whose  fire, 
from  tlie  rain  beating  down  the  huge  chimney,  burned 
every  moment  dimmer,  sat  two  old  domestics.  The 
man  in  a  scarlet  gown,  and  a  belt,  from  which  hung  a 
heavy  bunch  of  keys,  was  the  seneschal;  and  opposite, 
was  his  wife,  in  a  brown  silk  dress,  and  a  string  of 
ebony  beads,  which  she  was  busily  employed  in  count- 
ing. Between  them  was  a  small  antique  oak  table, 
where  a  flask  and  two  bell-mouthed  glasses  appeared 
temptations  which,  it  must  be  owned,  somewhat  inter- 
rapted  the  telling  of  the  beads.  In  the  centre  of  the 
chamber  stood  an  immense  hearse-like  bed ;  the  purple 

«KdilnrariteLkHW7Q«silli^*c*».  "'^ 
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yelvet  curtains  swept  to  the  ground,  and  at  each  comer 
drooped  a  large  plume  of  black  ostrich-feathers.  On 
this  bed  lay  a  little  withered  old  man,  apparently  in  the 
last  extremity  of  age,  and  very  close  upon  the  border 
of  death.  His  spare  form  was  hidden  in  an  ample  black 
robe,  fastened  round  the  waist  with  a  white  girdle,  on 
which  were  graved  strange  characters  in  red ;  and  on 
his.  hrdkiA  was  a  white  square,  [conr^eied  with  m^m  fuid 
signs  wrought  in  gold.  The  old  man's  face  was  ghastly 
psde,  and  render^  yet  paler  by  the  contrast  of  his  black 
scull-cap,  which  was  drawn  clown  even  to  his  gray  and 
shagged  eyebrows.  But  the  features  were  restless; 
and  Sie  small  keen  eyes,  though  fast  losing  their  bright- 
ness, were  full  of  anxiety.  The  wind  shook  the  tall 
narrow  windows,  and  howled  i»  the  old  trees  of  the 
avenue;  at  every  fresh  gust  the  baron's  impatieilce 
seemed  to  increase — for  i^at  we  are  td&fg  relates  to 
the  Bmom  de  Lsmiaye. 

**  'Tis  a  rough  night,"  muttered  he ;  *^  but  Adolphe  is  as 
rough  a  rider — and  a  dangerous  read';  but!  asu^fhe  first 
fie  Launaye  who  ever  drew  bridle  ier  ^at;  iind  thim 
my  summons-^  was  sure  to  reaeh  htkn-;  ay,  thengfa: 
alone,  in  the  midnight  bower  of  the  mistreBs  whCM 
nameaiid  his  suspicion  had  never  coupM  logeiiier  even 
in  a  dream — even  though  consciousness  were  drowned 
in  the  crteson  fhwias  of  the  wine — ^though"  sleeping  as- 
ihen  sleep  after  battle,  pillowed  on  the  b&df  of  &eir> 
deadliest  enemy,  or  of  their  nearest  and  dearesC  fijend— ^ 
my  summons  would  be  borne  on  his  inmoflC  soul.  Bur 
will  he  come,  at  the  bidding  of  Ins  cfying  uncle  1-^will 
Adol]^,  he,  the  only  human  being^m^om  I  ever  loved* 
—win  he  or  wiH  he  not  come  f 

The  question  was  answered  even-  aft  the  monent  if 
was  breathed.  The  horn  at  the  eastle^^te  was  blow^ 
impatiently — the  fsill  of  the  drawbridge  was  heard — » 
moment's  pause,  and  a  fight  foot  sprang^  up  theoak^tf 
staircase  with  all  the  speed  of  haste  and  youtk  Tlitf 
dbor  opened,  and  in  rushed,  a  youn^ Wvalien  Th9 
wlute  plumes  of  his  cap  were  drenched  wiUi  wet-Hihcr 
diamond  dasp  tlfat  fastened  theivi  was  dim  with  damp 


y  Google 


THS  WLSKFLEMB  WOKAK.  tM 

i**4»lie  his  bright  siAniAi  hdir  gfistened  vAih  flie  ^akk 
drojw*  Hastily  ffingitig'  hia  ri<&ig<«leak,  heavy  with 
inoiataro,  to  die  gsoond,  the  stf  aajpar  sprang  lo  the  bed^ 
aide.  A  gfeam  of  human  love^  of  htman  joy,  pabaedi 
Ofor  ihe  old  man^a  face^  as  tenderly  and  f^ntly  hi» 
nephew  asdced  of  hia  tidi&gs,  and  ezpieaaed  aueh  hope» 
ar  afiedtion  hopes  when  lirope  there  is  none. 

**  Ctfiild  of  my  loret*^  mimnured  die  dying  hanm,  ^  for 
wliose  sake  only  I  hare  even  giym  one  thought  to  the^ 
tlangs  of  eaith^  bear  yet  &  moment  whh  the  feeUia^ 
wretch  who  but  a  brief  while  will  stand  between  youl 
and  the  title  of  your  ancestors  and  wealth.  Many  a 
pmee  of  your  mother's  house  would  think  hia  kingdanr 
cwrpdad  if  purchased  by  its  half*  You  are  young — I 
never  wais-^my  heait,  even  in  boyhood^  was  old  witht 
premature  knowledge.  Tou  h»re  that  beaaty  the  want, 
of  whieh  has  made  my  life  a  dsree"— you  have  dia£ 
strengdi  of  body  the  want  of  which  has  paralyzed  my 
strength  of  imnd.  I  have  doubled  if  happiness  dwells- 
on  this  evil  earth — ^I  witt  not  doubt  when  I  hope  fiv* 
yours.  You  will  hear  me  called  necromancer :  out  on 
the  base  fools  who  malign  that  whieh  they  understand 
not,  and  would  bring  do\ni  the  lofty  aim  of  science,  the 
glorious  dream  of  virtue,  to  their  own  low  level !  You 
will  hear  me  called  miser:  Adolphe,  have  you  ever 
found  me  so  r  * 

"My  father — ^my  more  than  father!"  passionately 
exchtisnedtfae  young  man,  hiding  hk  face  on  the  pillow, 
SB  if  ashamed  of.  Sie  violence  of  mortal  griel^  in  the' 
presence  of  one  so  soon  to  be  immortaL. 

"Adcd^ef*  oentimwd  his  uncle,  ^'^ou  have  heaid»j 
though  not  &&m  me^^ov  I  jM>Bght  not  to  weif^  down< 
your  ardent  nuod  wit£t  all;  that  has  pressed  upon  mei 
withthe  burdeniof  hopelessness,  and  loa^has  the  know-> 
ledge  been  mine^-tbiEt  the  fettersof  day  are  too  heavy! 
for  the  spirit.  Your  youtig  hand  was  fitter  fbt  the  jiaHe^. 
than  the  crucible  ;  and  the  bridlei-reiai  would  bore  been? 
itt  exchanged  for  the  hiitered  seioll.  But  something  I* 
know  of  &it  fiiture,  hito  whidi  even-  the  sdge  can  look* 
tatdiiiily,    Adoil|ihe^tfae:oD^  <{Qestidn.I  aahod  w»lar 
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Usteel  Alas !  the  ▼uni^  of  such  wisdom  !  IthaaUfld 
of  danger  that  menaces,  but  not  of  the  skill  that  avoids* 
My  ch^  «vil  came  kuo  the  world  with  woman«  and  in 
her  &  bound  up  the  eril  of  your  destiny*  Vain  as.  the 
glance  they  throw  on  the  polished  steel  of  their  mirror 
-^false  as  the  tow  they  mak<>  for  die  pleasure  of  break* 
ing — inconstant  as  the  wind*  which  changes  from  point, 
to  point,  and  for  whose  change  no  philosophy  hath  ever 
discovered  a  cause :  shun  them,  Addphe,  as  you  would 
disloyalty  to  your  king,  flight  from  your  enemy,  or 
£ilsehood  to  your  fiiencL'* 

The  old  man's  voice  become  inaudible,  and  his  head 
sank  on  Adolphe's  shoulder : — ^*  Margarita,  water— <Mr, 
Jacques,  give  me  die  wine.''  The  youth. tried  to  pour 
a  few  drops  into  the  baron's  mouth.  The  dying  mfn.. 
motioned  back  the  glassy  and  looking  in  the  cavalier's 
&O0  with  a  strong  expression  of  affection  and  anxiety, 
muttered  something  of  **  woman"  and  **  danger"— 
•♦  bright,"  "  eyes,"  •*  bright,"  '♦  beware"— 4hese  were  his 
last  broken  words.     He  expired. 


CHAPTER  IL 

GoNnART  to  the  charitable  expectations  of  his  neigh<« 
hours,  the  Baron  de  Launaye  was  buried  with  all  the 
rites  of  the  church ;  the  holy  water  was  sprinkled  on 
the  corse,  and  the  holy  psalm  sung  over  the  cofi&u  A 
marble  tablet  marked  his  grave;  and  there  the  moon- 
light slept  as  lovingly  as  ever  it  did  on  the  sinless  tomb 
of  saint  or  martyr.  The  new  Baron  de  Launaye 
lamented  his  uncle's  death  in  a  very  singular  manner, 
for  he  was  his  heir — and  the  young  and  the  rich  have 
not  muck  dme  for  regret  But  Adolphe  (he  was 
remarkable  from  a  child  for  his  memory)  could  not  for- 
get the  kindness — and  more  than  kindness — the  love 
tittt  his  nook  had  lavished  on  this  littlo  orplMia  wlio^ 
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Aoble  and  p^nhO^sis  ttt  tb«  vge  of  fire  years,  wto  1^ 
dependent  on  his  boufitj-  l£>'weiver,  sonrow  oaonot-^ 
indeed  nothing  In  this  worid  can*— laet  for  ever. 
Adolphe^s  grief  became  first  only  sad;  next,  melaa* 
cixoly ;  thiidly,  calm ;  and  fourthly,  settkd  down  into  a 
respectful  remembrance,  and  a  resolve  to  bear  his  unde'tf 
last  words  in  mind*  Indeed,  the  mattered^  Tagiiei  and 
micertain  prediction  quite  haunted  him. 

'*I  am  sure,"  said  he,  in  one  of  his  many  pondering 
moods,  **  I  am  sure  my  past  experience  confirms  hia 
leords.  I  nerer  got  into  a  scrape  but  a  woman  waa 
die  cause.  I  had  been  in  my  outset  at  court,  page  to  the 
Duke  Fort^  dimhault,  and,  gone  with  him  on  that  splen« 
did  embassy  to  Russia,  had  he  not  been  displeased  with 
iay  awkwardness  in  fastening  the  dutchess's  sandal/' 

And  he  laughed  as  he  said  this :  who  in  the  world 
6ould  guess  why  the  loss  of  his  appointmeBt  should 
4iake  the  young  baron  laugh  I 

'<  And  then,  who  caused  the  duel  between  me  and 
my  Pylades,  die  MaM)uiB  de  Lusignan,  but  that  HttM 
jilt  MdOe.  Lauret  However,  my  sword  only  grazed 
nia  arm :  he  wore  an  ezquisdte  bhie  silk  scarf,  and  we 
Were  better  fiiends  than  ever.  Oh,  my  unek  was  right : 
women  were  bom  to  be  our  torment.*' 

Still  was  this  conviction  impressed  on  his  mind  like 
a  duty.  Tef  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  a  few 
bright  ^yes  would  light  up  the  old  hall  better  than  the 
huge  brazen  lamps  which  now  served  to  make  darkness 
visible.  From  thinking  of  the  pleasantness  of  such  an 
fllumination,  he  began  to  ihiok  of  its  difficulties ;  and 
the  difficulties  of  the  project  soon  referred  oidy  to  the 
place.  One  thought  suggests  another;  and  fkom 
thinking  how  many  obstacles  Opposed  the  introduction 
of  bri^  eyes  aiKi  sweet  smues  imo  the  castle,  be 
Arrived  at  the  conclusion,  how  easily  tkey  weie  to  be 
cA)tained  in  oliher  parts. 

To  S2LJ  the  truUi,  Paris  became  daily  move  fkmiliar 

to  his  mmd's  eye ;  and,  aa  he  justly  observed^  staying 

at  the  dull  old  castle  could  do  nis  uncle  no  good,  and 

be  was  Quite  sure  it  did  himsetf *  none.    New»  in  spile 
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of  phflanthropy,  people  are  not  so  very  fond  of  doing 
good  gratuitously ;  but,  to  be  sure,  such  doctrines  were 
not  so  much  discussed  in  those  days  as  they  are  iu  ours, 
though  the  practice  was  about  the  same.  Sometimes 
he  argued  with  himselA  *'  It  is  as  well  to  be  out  of 
harm's  way  ;^ — and  the  prediction  and  a  cold  shudder, 
eame  together.  But  we  are  ready  enough  to  dare  the 
danger  we  do  not  know :  and  though  a  few  years  of 
Parisian  life  had  placed  the  nephew's  early  on  a  level 
with  the  uncle's  late  experience,  touching  the  evil  inhe- 
rent in  womanhood,  nevertheless  Adolphe  supposed 
their  bad  qualities  might  be  borne,  at  all  events,  better 
than  the  dulness  of  the  Chateau  de  Launaye. 

One  day  riding  with  his  bridle  on  his  horse's  neck,_ 
meditating  whether  his  next  ride  should  not  be  direct  to 
Paris,  a  most  uncommon  spectacle  in  that  unfrequented 
part  of  the  country  attracted  his  attention.  This  was 
a  large  lumbering  coach,  drawn  by  six  horses,  whose 
rich  harness  and  housings  bore  the  crest  in  gold-r  a 
lynx  rampant.  A  very  natural  curiosity  ^by-th^by, 
all  curiosity  is  natural  enough)  made  him  look  in  at 
the  window.  Was  there  ever  a  face  half  so  beautiful 
as  that  of  the  girl  who,  like  himself,  actuated  by  natural 
curiosity,  looked  out  as  he  looked  in  ?  The  black  silk 
wimple  was  drawn  over  her  head,  fyit  allowed  a  very 
red  upper  lip,  an  exquisite  Grecian  nose,  and  a  most 
lirilliant  pair  of  eyes  to  be  seen.  Our  young  cavalier 
sat  as  if  he  had  been  stupi£ed.  This  is  a  very  com- 
mon effect  of  love  at  firsL  It  goes  off,  however — so 
it  did  with  Adolphe.  His  first  act  on  recovering  his 
senses  was  to  gallop  after  the  coach.  He  spurred  on, 
ttid  caught  a  second  glance  of  the  most  radiant  orbs 
that  ever  revolved  in  light.  Large,  soft,  clear,  and 
hazel,  as  those  of  a  robin — they  were  bright  and  pierc- 
ing as  those  of  a  falcon^  Certainly  De  Launaye  had 
never  seen  such  eyes  before,  or  at  least  none  that  eve^ 
took  such,  an  effect  upon  him. 

He  ate  no  dinner  that  day — ^walked  by  moonlight  on 
the  terrace — and  the  only  thing  which  excited  his  atten- 
«io;n  was  the  seneschal's  infonnatiop,  th^  the  Mar^uii|o 
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de  SurviA^  and  her  granddaughter  were  come  to  stay 
for  some  monthly  at  their  ch&tean. 

**  They  could  not  have  done  that  in  the  late'  baronls 
time— the  Lord  be  good  unto  hia  soul  I**  And  the  old 
man  forthwith  commenced  the  history  of  some  my  ate- 
rious  feud  between  the  two  families,  in  which  the  de- 
ceased Baron  Godfred  had  finally  remained  victor. 

To  this  tedibtis  narrative  of  ancient  enmities  Adolphe 
waa  little  inclined  to  liaten.  ^**  A  name  and  an  estate 
are  all  our  aneestors  have  a  right  to  leave  behind  them. 
The  saints  preserve  us  from  a  legacy  of  their  foes  1 
Nothing  could  be  worse,— except  their  frfends." 

The  next  moming  the  baron  arranged  his  suit  of 
Babies  with  unusual  care,  though  it  must  be  confessed 
he  always  took  care  enough. 

"  Pray  Heaven  the  marquise  may  be  of  my  way  of 
tliinking  respecting  the  quarrels  of  our  forefathers! 
Some  old  ladies  have  terrible  memories,^  were  Adolpbe*s 
uppermost  ideas  as  he  rode  over  the  drawbridge  at  the 
Chftteau  de  Surville,  which  had  been  promptly  lowered 
to  his  summocs  ;-^heironly  neighbour,  he  had  thought 
it  but  courteous  to  offer  his  personal  respects.  How 
nnich  more  cheerful  did  the  saloon,  with  its  -hangings 
of  sea-green  silk,  worked  in  gold,  seem  than  his  own 
hall,  encumbered  with  ^e  dusty  trophies  of  his  ances-* 
tors.  To  be  sure,  the  young  baron  was  not  at  that 
moment  a  very  Hur  judge ;  for  the  first  thing  that  met 
him  on  his  entrance  was  a  glance  from  the  same  pair 
of  large  bright  eyes  which  had  been  haunting  him  for 
the  last  four^and'twenty  hours. 

The  grandmother  was  as  stem  a  looking  old  gentle 
woman  as  ever  had  knights  in  armour  for  ancestors  r 
still,  her  eyes«  also  bright,  clears  and  piercing,  some^ 
what  resembled  those  of  her  granddaughter.  On  the 
rest  of  her  face  time  had  wrought  ^*  strange  disfeatures;** 
She  was  silent;  and,  after  3ie  first  compliments^  re- 
supied  the  volume  she  had  been  reading  on  the  baron'iB 
appearance.  It  was  a  small  book,  bound  in  black  vel- 
vet, with  gold  clasps,  richly  wrought.  Adolphe  took  it 
lor  grant^  it  was  her  breviary;  and  inwardly  con* 
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olvdod  how  respeet^He  ib  that  piety  ii|  an  cU  woman 
which  leaves  the  you^  one  under  her  charge  quite  at 
liberty !  The  viMter's  whole  attemioB  was  soon  devoted 
ito  the  oriel  window  wbere  sat  the  beautiAtJl  Ciotilde  dp 
Sunrille.,  Th^  Bdsm  de  Launaye  piqueid  himseU'  <m 
ia^tidiouel^tastQ  jp  woBEien  and  horses :  he  had  had  sobgi^ 
experience  in  both*  .  Put  Ciotilde  was  fajuUless^  There 
•she  leane(i^  w^  the  splendour  o(  ^y  full  upo^'her 
face;  it.fell  upop  Ip^er  pure  complexion  lik^  joy  \^^ 
the  hejs^  and  the  aiipikhieims  glitt^ed  amid  tb^  thick 
ringjketp  tju  every  cuvl^  as  edged  with  gold.  Her  dread- 
alone  seemed  capable  of  improvement;  but  it  is  a9' 
well  (0  leave  something  to  the  imaginationt  apd  4ere 
was  amp}e  food  for  44olphe's«  in  ^cibamg  the  ohungir 
that  would  be  wrought  upoi^  Ciotilde  by  a  Parisisjk 
miiyiier.  ^  This  comes,*'  thought  he,  *'  of  being  hrpught 
up  in  an  old  German  castle/' 

/  For  very  shan^  he  at  last  rose;  y^hen,  with  a  gim 
ehange  of  connivance,  meant  for  a  smile,  themarquiso 
fisked  hun  to  stav  dinner*  It  is  a  remsurk  npt  the  less 
Irue  iot  hevug  old  (thov^h  ooW'^a^ys  opinions  are  all 
on  the  change),  that  love-making  is  a  thing  *}  to  hear« 
and  not  to  telL''  "We  e^all  therefore  leave  dve  progresa 
ef  the  wooing,  and  come  to  the  d^fioiK?me94  which  waa 
the  Bvast  proper  possible,  viz.  marriage.  Adolphe  had 
^een  the  most  devoted  of  lovers,  and  Ciotilde  had 
given  him  a  great  deal  of  modest  encouragement ;  tha^ 
is,  her  bright  eyes  had  often  wandered  in  search  of  hiSft 
and  the  moment  they  had  found  them,  had  dropped  tOk 
die  ground;  and  whenever  he  entered  the  room,  ablush 
bad  come  into  her  cheek,  like  the  light  into  the  pearl, 
$iliiig  it  with  the  sweet  hues  of  the  loae.  Never  di4 
love-affair  proceed  mmre  prosperously.  The  old  senes^ 
ehal  was  i£e  only  person  who  grumbled.  He  begged 
kave  to  remind  the  young  baroii  that  it  was  not  showi 
ing  proper  respect  to  his  ancestors  not  to  take  up  theiic 
quarrels. 

^^But  things  are  altered  since  the  days  when  lanoea; 
^craittached  to  every  legacy,"  returned  Adolphe^ 

w  We  are  aljtering  e^^ry  thing  now-a-daye>'^  rej^lied 
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the  old  man ;  **  I  don't  see,  however,  that  we  are  a  bit 
die  better  off/* 

^I,  at  all  events,  expect  happmess,''  replied  his 
master,  **  in  this  change  of  my  condition." 

^  Ay,  ay,  so  we  all  do  before  we  are  married :  what 
we  find  after  there  ]A  uo  use  tk  saying,  for  two  reasons ; 
first,  you  would  not  believe  me;  secondly,  my  wife 
might  h^ar  what  Vih  feHing." 
'*  ^AhV  itteliiimed  the  young  barosi^  ^  the  eautioii 
that  marriage  teaches!  If  it  were  only  for  the  pra* 
deuce  1  shoiiki  aequit^y  it  would  be  wofth  my  wiule  to 
marry:,'* 

•«Alas!  irashnees  nettif  yet  wanted  a  reason.  My 
poor  young  maiiter !  tlie  ohl  marquise  and  hei*  darkreyed 
granddaughter  hav^  taken  you  in  completely.'* 
'  '« Taken  m^  in !"  e^tltt^d  De  Launaye,  angrily  $ 
**  why,  you  old  fool,  were  this  a  mere  mateh  of  interest 
I  miglrt  thank  my  stars  for  sndi  a  lucky  chance. 
Young,  beautiAil,  higb^botn,  and  rMH  Cbtilde  has  bat 
to  appear  at  the  court,  aild  iensure  a  ralieh<  higher  all^ 
anee  than  mhie.    What  ao^tive  could  thiey  hare  T 

^1  do  hot  know;  but  when  I  don't  know  people's 
moWves,  I  always  suppose  the  worst,"  replied  d^e  ob- 
sth^nte  Domifili^e. 

^  Oharftable,'^  laug^  h1»  master. 

'*And  bestdes,"  respmed  the  seaesohal,  '^the  old 
marquisle  plagued  het  husband  into  die  gnore ;  and  I  dare 
say  her  granddaughter  weans  to  do  as  mmeh  for  you*** 
'  «< A not^  reasoil,  at  aH  etents,.  fortdiing a husbeody' 
said  De  LaunHye,  ^  in  order  diat  yom  ma^  f^^gi^  lum 
to  death  afterwaa^;" . 
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CHAPTER  nL 

t  ■ 

Wbix,  die  wedding-day  torifed  st  last  De  Lauaaye 
CoDld  have  fbond  aoine  £nih  with  hia  bride's  ooslume, 
bof  for  her  face.*  There  was  %  atiffiieaa  in  the  rigid 
white  satin,  and  the  mff  was  at  leaaliwo  inches  t^o  high 
— indeed  he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  the  nifi*  at 
all ;  they  had  been  quite  out  some  years  at  Paris. 
However,  he  said  notfamg,  rememberii^  that  a  fonner 
hint  on  the  stibjeet  of  drcM  had  not  been  so  successful 
as  its  merits  deserved.  He  haiji  insinuated,  and  that  in 
a  compliment  too,  a  little  lowering  of  the  ruff  before,  as 
a  mere  act  of  justice  to  the  ivory  tlmiat,  when  Clotilde 
had  rejoined,  answeriiig.in  a  tone  which  before  mar- 
riage was  gentle  repnaof  (a  few  months  afi«r  it  would 
have  saan&d  ¥ke  reproach^  diat  she  hoped  **  the  Baron 
de  Launaye  would  piiefer  propriety  in  his  wife  tp  dis<- 
]>lay*''  The  sense  of  the  speech  was  forgotten  in  its 
sentiment ;  a  very  usual  occurrence  l^-th^y^  How- 
ever, the  bride  looked  most  biBautiful ;  her  clear»  daric 
eyes  swam  in  iight*^the  liquid  brilliancy  of  hap- 
^eS8***4he  brigbfess,  but  not  the  sadness  of  tears. 
Thecerfeiieny  was  <»ver,  the  priest  and  the  marquise  had 
given  th^  b'-^ssings ;  the  latter  also  added  some  excel- 
lerit  advice,  which  was  not  listened  to  with  all  the  at- 
tention it  deserved.  The  young  C<Ml|^le  WQpt  to  th^ 
own  castle  in  a  new  and  huge  coach,  every  one  of 
whose  six  horses  wore  whhe  and  silver  favours.  Neigh* 
hours  they  had  none,  but  a  grand  feast  was  given  to 
the  domestics ;  and  Dominique,  at  his  master's  express 
orders,  broached  a  pipe  of  Bourdeaux.  ^  I  can't  make 
my  vassUs,"  said  De  Launaye,  ^  as  happy  as  myself; 
but  I  can  make  them  drunk,  and  that  is  something 
towards  it." 

The  day  darkened  mto  night ;  and  here,  according 
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to  all  ngiflar  preeedi3nl»  in-  loflhmeoy  hem  aad  Immne 
ought  to  be  lefl  to  themselves ;  but  there  never  yd  was  » 
lale  without  aD  exceptioii.  However^  to  inifHige  i^n 
Mtftblished  <cii8t6ni  as  little  as  possible,  we  w^  enter 
mto  no  deiaiis  of  how  prettjr  the  Uride:  looked  in  her 
nightcap,  but  proceed  ^ithwidi  to  the  baron's  £rflt 
sleep.  He  dreamed  that  the  sun  suddenly  shone  into 
his  chamber^  Daaded  'by  the  glare  he  awoken  and 
loiHid  the  bright  eyes/  €i£  his  bride  gaoing  tenderl/  on 
Ihis  ftoe^  Weary,  as  he  was,  still  he  remembered  how 
tmcoufteous  it  would  be  to  lie  sleeping  while  she  was 
so  wide  awake,'  and  tue  fiirthwith  lonsed.  himself  ai 
wdl  as  he  eduld.  Many  persoBB  svy  lihey  can't  steep 
in  a  strange  bed ;.  perhaps  this  niijgfat  be  the  cose  with 
his  bride;  and  in  new  situations  people  shoiild  h4ve  all 
possible  allowanoe  made  for  them^ 

Thcry  rose  eariy  the  following  morningi  the  baroness 
bnght*eyed  sad  blooming  as  usuid,  the  baron  pale  aiMl 
ab^tu^  They  wandered  through  the  castle ;  De  XdUA- 
naye  told  of  his  uncle's  predietion. 

^liow  careful  Imust  be  of  you»"  said  llie  bridsf^ 
■miliog^  ^  I  shall  be  quite  jealgus." 

Night  came,  and  again  Adolphe  was  wiediened  fiom 
Us  first  slei^  by  €ioitlde's  bright  eyes.  The  thM 
night  arrivied,  and  kwilan  nature  eonld  bear  no  more. 

^*Qood  God,  my  dearest  T  exclaimed  the  husband, 
**  do  you  never  sleep  f 

^Slsep!'*  refilled  Clotilde,  opening  her  large  bright 
eyes,  till  they  were,  even  twice  thmr  usual  size  ^Kl 
brightness*  :«*  Sleep!  o&eof  mynoble  race  sleepl  I 
never  slept  in  my  life." 

^  She'  neiner  Aeeps  1"  ejacidatAd  the  baron,  smking 
back  on  his  pillow  in  honor  and  ezhaustioh. 

It  'bkd  been  selded  *that  the  young  eonplfr  should 
Ibithwidi  visk  Pitf]»-<-tluther  they'Stionee  foroe^eded. 
The  beauty  of  ^e  baraness  produced  a  most  m»rvel- 
hms  sensalimi  even  in  that  city  of  sensations. .  Nothing 
was  heard  of  £>r  a  week  but  the  enchanting  eyes  of  the 
B«Miess  de  Launajre.    A  diamond  ttetUaoe  of  a  new 
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««ThoBe  eyes/*  said  a  pianDe,of.the  hlood«whoM 
taivie  lA  sueh  wittem  had  bceu  euhifaled  by  aooM 
jreani  af  coMintial  ptacticey  ^  thoae  eyea  of  Mde*  da 
Lannaye  will  i^  many,  of  our  yomg;  gallants  of  ibm 
wat" 

**  Veiy  tme,**  bikfty  mplisd  herJuiaband. 

Way,  the  baraneaa  shone  like  a*  nu^tear  in  evcqr 
aoene«  while  the  baibn4ie<sompanied  hemthfe  speetne^ 
his  former  sel£  Sallow,  emaciated,  €vei]Bbody.  said 
hfe  waa  going  into  a  oenn— ipiinn*  Still,  itwab  qnite 
d^ightful  to  wkneaa  die  deyotedness  of  hb  wilb-Hdie 
coidd  scarcely  bear  him  a  mopciU  put  oLhtg.si^U 

At  length  they  l^Pans,  aocompanied  by  a  gay.padyi 
for  their  chftteau.  But  brilliaat  as  were  dtese  gnesls^ 
nothing,  distracted  die  baionesa's  attention  irma  her 
hasband,  whose  declining  heahh  became  ereiy  hour 
more  alanning.  One  day,howe¥er,  the  Toimg  Cheva- 
lier de  Ronsarde, — he,  the  con<inefor  c^.a  thooMind 
heai^8->^e  besieger  of  a  thonsand  nibip>  ■  whose  eon- 
versation  was  that  hmjujpy  miztnre  of  flattery  and  scai^ 
4al  whidi  is  the  beau  idSai  of  dialogner^-^ngcossed 
-Mde.  de  Launaye's  attention;  and  her  husband  took  th^ 
opportunity  of  shipping  away  unobaerved*  He  hastened 
into  a  gloomy  aTenue*-the  oe^ura,  black  wUh  time 
and  age,  met  like  night  overhead,  and  far  and  dark  did 
thenr  shadowa  fall  on  the  still  and  dtep  lake  beside. 
Worn,  haggard,  with  a  timorous  and  hunied,  yet  light 
^tep,  the  young  baron  might  hare  been  tafcmi  for  one 
of  his  own  ancestors,  permitted  for  a  brief  period  to 
fmat  his  home  on  earto,  but  invested  wMi..the  f^bast- 
liness  and  tiie  gloom  of  die  grave* 
*  ^  fiSie  n^ver  sleeps  !**  exclauned  themisefableAdo^phe 
«— >^she  never  sleeps  1  day  and  nig^  het  laige  bt^|^ 
eyes  eat  like  fore  into  my  heart**  Hm  pauaedt  Md 
rested  for  support  against  dm.  trade  of  one  of  the  <^ 
eedara.  «« Oh,  my  undo,  why  did  not  your  prophecy, 
vHien  it  warned  me  against  danger^tdl  me  dislinetly:ili 
what  the  danger  consisted  ?    To  have  a  wife  who  never 
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deeps !  Dark  and  quiet  lake,  how  I  envy  the  stiUness 
of  your  depths — ^the  shadows  which  rest  upon  your 
waves!" 

At  this  moment  a  breath  of  wind  blew  a  branch  aside 
— z  sunbeam  fell  upon  the  baron's  face ;  he  took  it  for 
the  eyes  of  his  wife.  Alas !  his  remedy  lay  temptingly 
before  him — ^the  still,  the  profound,  the  shadowy  lake. 
De  Lannaye  took  one  plunge — ^it  was  into  eternity.  Two 
days  he  was  missing — the  third  his  lifeless  body  floated 
on  the  heavy  waters.  The  Baron  de  Launaye  had 
committed  suicide,  and  the  bright-eyed  baroness  was 
left  a  disconsolate  widow. 

Such  is  the  tale  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  house 
of  De  Launaye.  Some  believe  it  entirely,  justly  ob- 
serving there  is  nothing  too  extraordinary  to  happen. 
Others  (for  there  always  will  be  people  who  affect  to 
be  wiser  than  their  neighbours)  s^y  that  the  story  is  an 
ingenious  allegory — ^and  that  the  real  secret  of  the 
Sle^ess  Lady  was  jealousy.  Now,  if  a  jealous  wife 
can't  drive  a  man  out  of  his  mmd  and  into  a  lake,  we  do 
not  kftow  what  can ! 
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rOUHOBO  ov 
nCTOR  HUO0*8   CELEBRATED  TRAGEDY  OF  HEENANL 


Br  LORD  FRANCIS  LEVESON  GOWER.-* 


SCENE, 

An  oipen  Court  in  Sarragosscu  On  the  kft^  the  walls 
of  the  house  of  Silva,  with  a  lalcony ;  on  the  rightf 
nouses  and  streets.  Here  and  there  an  occasional 
light  in  the  windows. 

Enter  Don  Carlos,  with  Don  Sanchez,  Don  I^thias, 
and  Don  Ricardo,  Courtiers^  wrajaped  in  long  cloaks* 

don   CARLOS. 

This  is  the  place!    My  heart  beats  high.     No  light 
Yet  in  her  lattice— all  beside  are  bright^ 
All  but  the  one  which  I  wish,  in  vain, 
To  see  her  taper.f 

DON  SANCHEZ. 

Let  US  speak  again 
Of  that  same  trdtor  who  deserved  to  die ; 
And  yet  your' highiiess  suffered  him  to  fly,    - 
And  thereby  cheat  the  hangman. 

*  Anttaor  of  tlie  tmulatkm  of  CMthri^  VtMt-  the  Cunp  of  WiWiiwnia, 

r  TiM  pravkMw  nut  of  the  drama  to  chiefly  ooeapied  by  the  oflbrto  of  Dow 
Oabum,  Kinc  of  Spain  (afterward- ChaHeo,  illHi  emperor),  to  obtain  the  hwo 
of  DonNA  Sol  db  Siltav  wbom  her  aged  kinsaian  and  foudian,  the  Due  mi 


SiLTA,  meant  to  wed— bm  both  rlTalled  by  HaaNAin,  at  present  a  bandit  chlaC 
The  ftilhminf  aeanot  aavmncfe  bs  a  fBwnd  fttHuye  «f  tile  tftifiCi^«iW^ 
bj  ioiittlactlii  ilfQil  «f  her  lover,  aa  intOTlAw  wtth  tho  M^^ 
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DON   CAXL09. 

As  you  say. 

DON  XATHIAS. 

Maybe  the  bandits*  chief  I 

DON   CARLOS. 

Perhaps  he  may. 
The  chief  or  not,  no  leader  e!er  was  eeea. 
No  king,  of  prouder  gait  or  lordlier  xnieo. 

DON   SANCHEZ. 

Hb  name! 

DON.  CARLOS. 

£r — ^Fer — Some  name  which  ends  in  •• 

DON   BANCHSZ.  -      - 

'Perhaps  Henani? 

DON  CARLOS. 

Yes. 

DON  SANCHRZ. 

•Tis  he ! 

DON  MATHIAS. 

•Tis  he! 

DON   SANCHEZ. 

And  can  your  highness  what  he  said  recall  t 

•  •  •  •  • 

DON  CARLOS. 

This  is  not  the  point  which  makes  the  strife ; 
I  want  the  gallant's  mistress — not  his  life. 
Two  windows  dark.     With  what  a  lingering  gait 
Old  Time  can  shuffle  on  to  those  who  wait! 
The  moment  we  enjoy,  his  step  is  fleet 

[The  Uist  light  in  the  window  is  extinguished* 
The  last  is  out,  and  darkness  rules  the  street. 

[Turning  to  Donna  Sol's  touulaisu 
Accursed  lattice^  when  will  you  be  bright? 
Shine  out,  fair  «tar,  and  dissipate  the  night* 
Has  it  struck  twelve  ? 

DON  BIOABDO. 

'Twill  soon. 

DON  CARLOS. 

We  must  proce^ 
To  woiikt  or  others  may  prerant  the  deed. 
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[A  light  tq^arg  in  Donna  SoVs  window 
Look,  see,  her  shadow  crossed  the  glass  but!  now. 
Day  never  dawned  upon  the  moontain's  brow 
More  ^adly  wakdioe.     Let  us  make  her  Ueer 
The  expected  signal.     Yet  die  fair  may  fear 
Cor  nurabevs.     Qendemen,  f  ecire  aside. 
And  watch  the  other.     Thus  shall  we  divide 
The  lovers.    Yours  the  robber,  mine  the  bddew 

DON  SiOASDO. 

A  fan*  arrangement  1 

W>K  CARIOS. 

If  he  comes,  one  thrust, — 
Lunge  out,  aad  lay  the  hero  in  the  dost 
While  he' lies  bleeding,  I  shall  seize  the  &ir« 
And  carry  o&,    Thus  we  dispose  l^  pair. 
And  yet  the  man  is  braVe,  so  thrust  vnA^  skill. 
Give  him  enough  to  qaiet,  not  to  kill. 

[Tke  Lords  disperse.  When  thef  are  gone,  Dos 
Carlos  daps  his  hands  ikrte  times.  At  the 
tJdfd  time  t^  window  epons^  and  Domok  SkA 
clears  at  the  balconf, 

PONNA  SOL  (on  the  hcdconyy 
Hemani! 

DON   CABLOS. 

I  am  lost  if  I  reply. 

DONNA  SOL. 

I  come. 

\She  shuts  the  winiow^and  presently  comes  out 
of  the  door^  with  a  kuMp  in  her  hand,     Don 
^AKLOS  admnees  precipitately  Ufwatds  heri 
Donna  J9ol  drops  her  taimp* 
Oh^  Heaivens !  another's  step !  I  fly. 
boH  oAiULOs  {detaining  her). 
Lady — 

donna  sot. 
That  voice  too ! 

DON  CARLOS. 

Can  that  voice  appear 
Less  amoToiis  thatt  the  one  jou  wisn  iso  heart 
That  voice  is  but  a  love/s  and  a  klag's. 
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DOmU.  801- 

The  king! 

DOM.  CARLOS* 

ConiBuuid  him.     At  your  feet  he  fliagir 
'  His  wealthy  his  crown,  hid  power  io  smite  and  saros 
The  king  commands,  but  Carlos  is  your  skve* 

DOMNA  SOL. 

Hemani!  help. 

JNUf  CA&LOS.: 

How  justly  she  conipiaitts ! 
The  hand  is  not  a  bandies  whs  detains ! 

SOMSfA  SOL* 

The  bandit  is  yourself.     That  h^bI  browf 
Does  it  not  bltuBfa»  as  aune  for  you  does  new  ? 
Are  these  the  expknts  which  exalt  your  nttmei—- 
At  midnight,  to  invade  a  lady's  fame  7 
Yield*  to  the  bandit,  king ;  if  men  were  graoedy 
Not  as  their  birth,  but  as  their  virtues  pk^ed 
Their  separate  rank — if  honour  drew  ike  line — 
His  were  the  sceptre,  and  the  poniard  thine. 

PON   CAKLOS. 

Madam — 

DONNA  SOL. 

My  father's,  lineage  you  forget ; 
He  was  a  count. 

PON  CAIUMIS.' 

He  was.     And  I  can  set 
On  that  fair  brow  a  ducal  coronet. 

PONNA  SOL. 

Hence,  Carlos.     There  is  naught  betweea  us  two—* 
My  aged  father  shed  his  blood  for  you. 
And,  jealous  of  that  blood,  his  dadght^s  pride 
The  favourite  scorns — «spires  not  to  the  bride. 

PON  CARLOS. 

Come,  bright  attraction,  then,  my  throne  to  share— 
My  queen,  my  empress. 

PONNA  SOL. 

No.    I  see  the  snare. 
Besides,  to  speak  the  truth,  were  you  a^art» 
Another  is  the  sovereign  of  my  heart. 
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Hernani  reigns  there;  gladly  I  withdraw 
With  him  far  £roin  the  world  and  the  world^s  law» 
To  share  his  destiny  where'er  he  goes — 
Privation,  hunger,  thirst,  pursuit  of  foes ; 
Preferring,  while  I  cling  to  him  alone, 
His  loYe,  his  toils,  his  axiseries,  to  a  throne. 

1>0»  CARLOS. 

I  envy  him. 

DONNA  SOL. 

Him,  whom  your  law  through  Spain 
Pursues  ? 

DON   CABL08. 

He  loves,  and  is  beloved  again* 
I  am  alone*    An  an§fel  shares  his  lot. 
YoH  bate  me  then ! 

DONNA  SOL. 

My  lord,  I  love  you  not^ 
DON  CARLOS  (jseizing  her  with  violence). 
What  matters  then  ? 

DONNA   SOL. 

My  lord,  my  lord,  beware. 
Reflect  on  what  I  am,  and  what  you  are. 
Think  that  contending  beauty  swells  the  thrdng^ 
Which  through  your  palace  chambers  files  ^kog ; 
Whatever  their  rank,  their  title,  or  their  name. 
When  the  king  woos,  they  find  a  mutual  flame. 
What  has  my  love,  my  exile  got  fi*om  Heaven? 
To  ypiilCastile  and  Arragon  were  given ; 
With  Murcia,  I^on^  and  ten  kingdoms  moi'e ; 
Flanders'  rich  fields,  the  Indies'  golden  shore-^ 
An  empire  S9  expansive,  on  its  breast 
The  sun,  descaiding,  never  smks  to  rest     ■\> 
Having  all  (bis,  you  fain  would  tear  iiis  bride. 
His  one  possession,  from  Hemani'a.  side ! 

[Throwe  herself,  on  her  knees  before  him* 

DON   CARLOS. 

ni  hear  no  more.     Forego  to  strive  in  vain, 
My  bidies  are  all  yours.    I'll  give  my  Spain 
Xo  mn  that  hand !  [Still  keepine^  his  hold  of  her* 

DONNA  aojb  {sntOekss  the  iagger  frttm  Ms  iek). 
Of  all  von  have  to      a? 
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This  poniard  w  the  onljr  gift  I  ivaoit. 
Advance  one  etep,  I  kiU  myedf  and  yoo. 

Help! 

DOM  CABLOS. 

Silence-* 

nONVA  80L. 

Help  1  the  deed  is  short  to  do. 

DON   CARLOS.  « 

You  trifle  with  my  weakneea^    No  delay ; 
I  haye  QMe  fkiends  can  foic«  yon  to  4>bey. 
Enter  Heknami  suddenly. 
BERNANi  (ammini^  bekmd  the  King). 
One  you  forget ;  and  one  who  wiU  porave. 
Your  steps  much  closer  than  those  three  canr  dow 

[The  King  turns  rounds  and  dise^wn  HnnifAiti 
motionless  behind  him*    Donna  Sol  rushes 

DONNA  soil  ^ 

Hemani,  saye  me  from  him  I  .         ' 

BERNANI. 

Nev«r  fear. 

DON   CARLOS. 

Monterey  (--Are  my  friends  too  far  to  hear  t 
How^  eould  they  let  this  chief  of  gipsies  by<f 
Banchez!  my  friends  I 

BKKNANL  ' 

All  at  my  mercy  lie. 
Expect  no  succour  from  their  po'^cfriesft  awioitb; 
With  sixty  bandits  I  can  match  your  lordi,     -■'  > 
Each  of  itie  sixty  worth  the  three  and  yOu« 
The  quarrel  now  remaum  between  us  twe*  - 
With  yiolent  hand  to  force  a  lady's  will 
Was  not  a  wise  man's  deed.  King  of  Caetfle  >'« 
It  was  a  cowaxd's  !* 

DON  GiUILOB. 

Can  I  stoop  so  low — 
A  bandit's  taunts  to  answer  t 

BSRNANI. 

Welllknow 
My  nudt,  but  insuh^Hned  to  injury  bring*.  ..       i 
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The  ftilyiblB  to  ft  bvri  with  sihAtf 

Knoir  ^^  «»ii  befora  wlMMe  haiu^  bimr 

Tour  own  vnst  qiiafl«  whose  gvB^  &taitta  ye  lioivrf 

My  father  carded  a  traiu»^  doom  firon  thme^ir- 

I  hate  yo«    Yon  disgrace^  my  name  and  liae-^  j 

I  hate  y^    In  aiy  imre  you  eidsa  my  ^atkk*^  . 

I  hate  ye»    flkte  ym  y/riA  a  rir^i^  wrathf 

And  yet  thkiofemiig  hate  had  foimd  repose  h*^    . 

I  aoi^  but  her,  acSl  would  have  fled  my  iSaofli  < 

Hon  €lafloa,.Hi8  in  Ta|n  to  rail  or  £r^ 

Ilietdy«L in  the  veiy  snare  yon  aot^  « 

Poweiless  to  stir,  surronndedt  and  at  bay/ 

What  will  you  dol  .      . 

OOK  CA]lL0S« 

Yon  question  me  f — away  1 

None  of  ignoble  nudt  sliaU  raise  die  swwd 
To  snatch  the  task  of  vengeance  tern  their  h»d$ 
No  bladi»4iut  HUM  dtat  »^  l>l(aod  shall  spUL     . 
Defend  yourself.  [Draws  hit  swortL 

DOif'canLos. 
I  am  your  sovereign.    Kill, 
Strike,  iwt  no  dncL 

waauMh 
jtf  I  think  ar^tf  ^ 

That  blade  was  crossed  with  mine  but  y«stefiught« 

noir  GAMSJ090 

Itwas«    Yonr^iamBlknewaot,  andn^'owm 

You  guessed  not .  Bnt  at  preaent  both  are  known*    , 

I  know  the  robber — ^you  the  king,  to-day. 

HERKANI. 

Petfaaps— 

Ko  dwells  mfmter  jm  you  my* 

Withmenlikei}s«is9«inac»eBbf s|jcrf4m^T.,..    ,- 
Defend  yourself  I 

Assass^Bi  tp  ymift  trade ! 
rHsRNAHi  retreatSf  wm  CAB^^uw|g  4^ 
Vol.  L— K  id 
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You  tfaink  then,  bttulksv  ^at  tout  eotthvoat  hmld§ 
Can  spread  unchecked  their  rapine  o*er'  mj  lamda ; 
And,  stained  with  morder,  be  altow^.  to  start' 
On  a  new  course,  the  feaeioua  vietors'  part ;    . 
That  we  betrayed  will  deign,  to  save  our  Iiveii«     • 
With  our  good  swords -to  ems  your  boftolier  lwiv«9T 
Your  crimes  pursue  ye,  fly  then  hsw  ye'  wilL*  .- 
Duels  with  you !    Assassin  I    Sin)ifi«  and  kH} ! 

[HcsNiun  gloormly fillers  ike  MU  of  hUf'sweri  for 
a  moment;  theri  tamif^  suddmdy^tm/mi*  iif 
King^  shivers  the  blade  agaimst  \ihe  jemmtm^ 

Depart     We  meet  upon  a  future  dsty»      >  ■  '    , 
On  faurer  terms. 

DON  CMJX3M£ 

Tiswell^  I  must  away  - 
The  judge,  the  fiseal,  and  ihrn  Kanjpwait  tooi^    f     .      -^ 
Ere  n%ht  retun^  may  have  tiieir  mcA  to  do  ;    • 
Then  shall  you  feel  my  vengeaace  fov  the  past* 

HERNANI.  t  .   •     . 

Vengeance  is  lame,  but  she  antTss  at  last. 

D(»f   CARLOS.      } 

Oh,  that  such  waist  a  bandit's  arm  siioidd  clasp  •  . 

RSRNANI. 

Remember,  thou  art  in  the  bandltV  grasp. 
ThefUture  Cesar  of  a  subject  land 
Is  small  and  weak,  and  trembling  in  this  hand , 
And  I  caoi  crush,  if  close  that  hand  be  pressTdt  . 
Thy  eaglets  egg  in  its  imperial  nest . 

IK>N   CARIXMk  : 

Do  SO.  . 

HERKANI. 

Away.    And  for  your  safety's  sake. 
From  rovers  t>f  tny  lland,  this  maade  take. 

[He  throws  his  cloak  offer  the  Kinffs  skoulderg. 
No  vengeance  «lHill  anticipate  my  own. 
Away.    I  keep  thee  for  myself  sdon^.' 

.  .  [ExU  DoK  CAftuia. 

i^ORNA  SOL. 

Now  let  us  fly. 
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The  task  «Mgt»Uittewell^     . 
To  gather  firmiMtts  as  the- tempests  swdl; 
Around  me  still;  tompaaioiif  wifef  and  finmif     r 
To  cling  in  fond  enduirsaee  to  the  end : 
'TIS  worthy  of  that  firm  and  trusting,  heart*         -  <     .  .  ? 
But  heaven  above  I  for.nie  to  play  that  part ! —       ;; 
To  drag  her  on^  witbsut  regret  &r  fear ! 
My  time  b  past,  die  dcafihld  towoii  too  aesi;     '    . 

How  sa^fovt'  •  •  »  ' 

milNAHl. 

This  great  monarch,  whom  I  braced. 
Will  seek  his  life  by  whom  his  own  was  saved. 
He  flies.    Already  at  his  palace  gate 
He  calls  around  the  minions  of  hastate*-*- 
£Us  guards,  hb  lonis,  hie  hangmen. 

DONNA  SOL.   ' 

Thou  wih  die! 
Despatch!  despatoli!     Together  let  us  fly. 

*     -HSftNAMT.  ^ 

Together  !    N6  T  th^t  hour  is  past  for  flight. 

Dearest,  when  first  thy  beauty  met  my  sight, 

I  oflered,  for  the  love  which  bade  me  live, 

Wretch  Aat  I  was,  what  misery  had  to  give — 

My  wood,  my  stream,  my  moostkin.     l^lder  grown, 

By  thy  csnipassioii'  to  an  outlaw  shown. 

The  outlaw's  meal  beneath  the  ^dreit  shade,         '    '  v* 

The  outlaw's  couch  far 'in  the  greenwood  glade,        ^.  J 

I  offered.     Ilioi^h  to  bolhthat  couch  be  free, 

I  keep  thescaffc^s  coach  reserved  for  me*  «  . 

^NNA  SOL.' 

And  yet  you  p)romised'!  ' 

HSBi^Ni  {fsdUhg  m  kis  knees). 

Angel,  in  this  hour, 
PursuM'by  vengeance  and  oppressed  by  power- 
Even  in  this  hour,  when  death  prepares  to  close 
In  shame  and  pain  a- destiny  of  woes-^  [ 

Yes,  I,  who4W>m'  the  world  ptosteribed  a^  oast; 
Have  nursed  one  dark  remembrance  of  the  past, 
K2 
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E'en  from  1117  birth  m  aorroiH»  gament  cl^dt 
Have  cawie  to  smilo-— aikd  reasofi.to  be  glad. 
For  yoa  have  kyred  the  o«t}awr«  and  haT^  irtied 
Tour  whiq^cred  Ueasmga  on  hie  Ibifoit  head« 

Ii<^  me  go  with  yon* 

KERNIHI. ' 

Nix    I  willMt  lend 
From  its  Mr  item  tibe  floNi^er  as  I  dcaciad) 
Qo,    I  have  smelt  itspefiiime.    Go— resume 
All  that  this  grasp  has  brushed  away  of  Udemk 
Wed  the  old  man, — believe  thai  ne'er  we  met; 
1 0eti(  toy  Attde«^0  h^ipgfi  «)q4  foiiger! 

SONtTA  sot*  . 

No,  I  go  with  you^    'What  caa  ^'er  atwie        .,  i 

For  your  desMtMUit  .  .  . 

Let  me  fly  idone. 
^NNA  S09L  {ieipairi^liy ;  hernani  an  the  threshold^ 
You  fly  met    was  it  dien  to  this  I  oast 
All  at  your  feet,  to  be  repute^  at  last  I 
Can  he,  for  wb»m  I  braved  lay  faiei*  deigr    .  .  .  ^ 
AU  that  Te9nains«---theblifls  with  him  to  di^t/ ,'.  ,    •. 

.     BEailANl4  '         !  •  /'       -  .     •■  '\  "  i 

Banished— f>f03cribed—<Kiatagio<ia» 

'  Bather  say    "tr">.. 
lJngratefuI-4hanUess:!  '        /.      \ 

Not^svH  that    I  amjr—  .  .       ; 
Yonw;ishiu    iM  mdmsk  Urnwi  wef»^gm4    ^ 
And  till  these  arms  release  met  I  remain. 
Forget  our  fortune  and  our  foes*to-oight;  ,7  ;.. 

&it  on  this  stone  sibove  ^me*  bend  thy  ^ight 
On  mine,  and  flood  ^me  wiih  its  da^ng  light. 
Speak,  imd.  enchant  me.    I>earest,  is'^  tm  awaat. •.  .  • 
Tolove^andsee  tbetevedoi^eatthy  f60t$.  .  ^ 

Thus  to  be  two,  where  i»ot  a  thiid-is  ojfhlr..  ».  .  . .  ^ 
To  the  Bigb»>air|  wUk  iMheis  a|ae|v  ta.ai|^l     : 
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Here,  on  thy  breast,  let  my  irapcBse  be  found, 
My  love,  my  beau^l 

.    {The smi9d.0f  the  dist€nitfH:9inu heard. 
DoftNA  SOL  (rising),      *• 
Tis  the  tocsin's  sound  I 
Hear'st  thou  the  tocsin ! 

EOERNANi. 

.-'Tis  our  marriage-bell ;    .        ^^ 
And  these  su-e  iiptes  of  bridd Joy,  ^yj^idi  ^^  ^ 

On  the  night  breeze.  ,       \>w!   .., 

DONNA  SOL.  •    ,  -     • » 

^  ,    Rise!  fly!  the.  town  is  brighty 

Like. jiu4den  day.  .  .  ^       .       .  i  ..  •; 

. .  The^pianriage  tordies?  light** 
Come  to  the^^^rms.I  . .  V 

ErUer  a  Mountaineer,  svsprditB  AoipdL ,         .  i 

^  1IOUNTAJNEB1& 

.  MyUifd !  my  lord  1  the  foe 
Musters  hia-for^e ;.  whole  squaiiQus  niake  a  fiiiotr     / ' 
Already  in  the  pla^«. 

;    ^i$^maa,{psin0)p' 

.  What  >9a99e  to  .fear  ! 

'  &hmt$$^wUhQuU    .  ;s.  - 

Dealh'^*©  chief!         :  • , 

HBRNANI.  ( 

.  V  ..-Thy  awQid!  thi^cbieCimbcn* 
{TeJinxmM.  Bou)    .  ^ 
AdieOtHumt:      .       .  .,  / 

.      ,t  .  nONNA  SOL.  1      *     .    .  ovr-  .      '     / 

B^  the  open  .wicket  fly. 
AdienI    RenMkid»ar«  tf you  fall,  I  die^  ' 

-   -y/-  -    '  .  HEBXAMI.  .    •  ^  . 

OnekiMP^   : 

DORKA  mfU  '- 

BeqQiek,tfaMi,.ereyoaritiDf»bepttst      \ 
:.jBMJum(kisskig^Aer/9rehMd}. 
Alas!  It  is  my  first.  < - 
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SCENE, 

The  CoftU  €f  SihiZj'ifi  Arr^cn.  A  galkr^  of 
portrMS  bf  ike  iSHiutfsMlj/ ';  (thhcur  %Ui^  up  hetioee^ 
(B4tch  fortraU^ 

BoHNii   SdL^  ifeseeg  in  i^AtM,  itandinff  hf  a  ta^h 
Don  Ruy  Gomeb  db  Silya  seated  ih  ten  armktilit^  ' 
BbW  few* 
To-day  iii)r  xfee4»  AHit  ta»Me  with  jdnte  suppli^. 
Which  speaks  of  loftier  rank  and'deiMr'^ieH^v,  ''    *' 
ButamlfMiKlNiMt  -^ 

Oh!  dkat  this  desire 
WW«l  iil«  fl*  hteittt  ^  ft««eii  «g€f  with  fire  5=  ■ ' 
This  love,  which  reinvigorates  the  HAnA^   *•  "'   ,  •    '■  - 
Should  leaye  the  b<Mly  ^^  imd  iMl  behind. 
When,  as  I  mUde  ihy  g«td«li  >^dfes  along. 
Some  shepherd  youiflit  cKsltUiis  me  with  hk  wmfu  , 
Whose  sound  from  the  green  field  can  )«ftcli  ih^^M^tik^ 
Thus  I  apostrophize  my  emmbling  towers. 
My  duaMiBigmi  to^,  Aqr  lDcm4i 
My  woods,  my  harvests — ^I  woiQd  gk^  ys  4B  V '•  ) 
Would  give  the  fields  my  swarm  of  vaasalt  «lfflii  ii<"     ^ 
Would  give  my  flocks  upon  ntlfOusand  hills- 
Would  give  the  ancebt<irs,  wii»ii98tdk[lDrtUnt, 
Chiding  my  sIowiMiBs^  ite  ki  son^  dewHRit :       . ! .       '. 
Amorng  them,  and  expect  Um  even  now — 
For  that  same  peasant's  hut  and  youthful  hnmk:  i  .     > 
For  round  that  brow,  juncoied  ^  age's  lines. 
The  dftffcloeiif^^iMte?,  mi  bMtoalb.it  ebiiies 
An  eye  Uke.lhMiK  WlhdUfBiBis^sl.Widi  heboid. 
And  say  that  man  is  young,  and  thiiiijl  cU.  ^  i  \  "  '  ^ 
Thus  to  myself  I  speak,  and  speak  it  true: 
'AU«  to  be  young,  and  iair,  and  gay  as  ymi. 
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All  would! 'gift.'  .  I  d^aml  J.7«n§<aiidbgay^  r  :  >.    f 
Who  to  the  tomb  am  doomed  to  leaA  tfaewigrl  •     . 

ODMNA  «OL« 

Who  knowsl  ; .  c  ?      .         ... 
..iDoil  m«nr#'. 
Tet  trust  not  that  the  youthful  tribe    ' 
Can  feel  the  coostabt  Imre.odieir  (Modi  dttei&e.        /: 
Let  but  a  lady  listen  and  beiUeve, 
-fSUtjUilaiigli  to«c»(he#.die,  or  live  to  grieye. 
These  biim  of  «li|M»i0  B9tb.iDd'9MKl3rwv[^-. 
Can  moult  their  passions  like  their  plumes  in  ^pmf  ; 
The  old,  whose  notes  Arct.tuneless,  hues  less  bright, 
Are  steadier; to iheirnes^  aad in  Miek  fligi^ 
Time  on  our  fun^wed  ^w  the  gn^vef's  paiHr^. 
May  pkt^f-^ft^.wnu^  i|Qi.w»ifik)es  pu  UiA  htivu  . 

•  .'       ^  }"  ,..*      ''  •  ^,    .  •^  ,  .,  ,  , 
With  all  a  bridegroom's  loyei|/a  ifitbcerfflpisUeb    >i  .1,.  «; 
I  love  thee,  and  a  hundred  ways  beside : — 

I  love  th^  a9  ^#>tevfi  dl#  flowers — the  skies — 
£atth*ejmi^i|igj>erfiiniiie9t  beaffeu'f  €p[|j^MU»(9i&^iWI 
And  when  they  step,  so  graceful  yet  so  free,.,  i  i.  .  •  *} : 
The  aspect  of  that,;8|ai9)(pi^,|^r9Wr  l^ee. 
That  heaven  seems  opening  as  I  gaae  oa  49^ 

♦  ♦  DONNA.   SOL.* 

Alas!     ..     >^-.^..  .:•-'-.       '■,.•' 

And  mark ;  the  refkSPiMiigi  world  Approves, 
When.ttwai^n  an  h0WM«re4  gl»9^  an  old  man  moves. 
If  woman  deign  his  useless  age  to  tei^  , 
And  smooth  ^  progre^.to  )us  joumeyV  end.—- > 
It  is  im.imsel'a.tasff;*  mid  thou  sbalt  be 
That  angel,  in  a  woman's  form,  to  me. 

DOVN^.SOL. 

You  may  survive,  and  I  the  example  give .  - 
To  die.    Youth  has  no  ,privUe|ge  to  live. 

Trace  to  such  dark  discussions !  t  must  ehidf 
My  diild.     This  day  is  pqe  of  joy  and  pride ;    -    ' 
E^  to  the  altar  now,  this  hour  invites. 
And  yoa  boI  ready  hv  ibe  sacred  rites.        .     .^ . 
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I  count  ttie  tddioimiiMNnttttsi  qmdk«  ptcjwte 
Your  miu^iage  toflet 

mum  A  sol; 

There  is  time  to  ttpabre* 

Entmr  Page. 

Not  so^totki  Vjumt)  What  oowt 

FA0ie«     .••'•.  ..  '  •  wi 

'  A  stnagw  at  foto  ckni^ 
b  waiting  your  mmTs  ihelter  to  WHfkKti-^    -        .  i 
A  pilgmm 

MyN  RVf» 

Site  him  shelter,  foodt and  feat;  •  '- 

Good  fortiGBe  ever  enters  with  a  guest.  '  •    •"  *' 

Brings  he  no  news  1    What  say  they  «f  ifce  Immm|  - 
Of  lawless  n^hbers,  who  infest  the  land  ' 
With  their  rtbeHiods  cnrewT  >     '' 

Thehrendtonean  ' 

And  ^Mgeaneo  has  eot  shbit  their  tiM^M  eataer —    ^ 
Hemani's.  •  • 

'  noBiMA  soc  (o^ffifo).  <  ' 

Heavens! 

Same  Seene.—Dov  Rut  seated  alone. 
Enter  KsaxAta^dUgnieed  as  a  Pilgrim. 

•      HBRMAMI. 

To  all  beneath  diin  roof  who  roat; 
Welfare  and  peace ! 

nOK  KUY. 

The  same  attend  my  gueat 
A  pilgrim! 

HXRHANI. 

Yes. 

DoK  nmr. 
Then  I  presume  your  way 
Ledby  ArmiUast 

BaRKAKL 

Rumour  of  a  fray         ^  ^  '  ''  I 

Deterred  me. 
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DOK  RITY.  1.  ^ 

He  who  holAv:di«it«cIiief  command,-* 
KifmrtetlMMiliisJ^l!  thtium'mfV 

Whoi9^het' 

..".•..:   .  f>6V  UVr*     *  -'•  •    '     ''I  •  •   -i- 
Thou  know'st  him  uiM  I    F^  ethers,  fismi  Bhall  lie 
The  thousand  crowns  his  forfeit  hea&  «hiill  btmg    ' 
This  long-unpunished  rebel  to>  his  king.   ^ 
And  if  towards  Madrid  your  steps  tou  bend. 
You  yet  may  see  the  hangman  make  his  end. 

I  do  not  g^ -there.  •  ' 

'•'  •   •*'    •  ■  wyn'iitYi  • 

Hdtsdoimcf«tJ6m  " 
¥fe  ta)LC»i  bUr ti6ad  who  chooses*    .  ,  //<   •  ^ . 

.  ,  Hsa^J^  (aside).  ,  ^      .^ 

Whimlmr, 
.-.-  "'     •...,.•.    .WXH  wv.    .  .  .     ,.    ;^ 
Where  leads  thy  path  t 

IVfy  lord,  it  leads  ineittnr  '    *'  ' 
To  ^arragoitea*8  town. , 

■        iJoNRtrr. 
<  Perhaps  a  vow^     "  *'    , 

AndtOMliatdairitt    OurLady!    .;       ' 

*  '       '  ''     HERNANI. 

To  l!he  last;—  ^ 
Our  Lady  of  the  Pillar. 

'  ,don.'ruy. 
He  is  past 
All  hope  of  gpod.  who  falters,  or  w^o  faints, 
£r^  he  redeems  his  pledges  to  the  saints. 
Thy  TOW  accomplished,  hast  thou  no  desire 
But  just  to  se<|  the  pillar^  sMid  retire  l' 
'K,'3 
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Yes ;  I  woW  see  the  akar  tkimhe^iBhliie' 
Around  our  Lady's  image  in  her  shrine ; 
The  golden  lamps  which  light,  with  fitM  i 
The  solemn  vault 

-    .i  P«N  uvt* 

TU  widl,  m^  Mend    Toori 
Ruy  de  Silva's  mine.    .Oh  V  you  may  spare 
The  pains  to  hide  what  you  would  not  declare ; 
None  in  De  Silva's  house  shall  claim  the  right 
To  ^ag  a  stFMijger's  secret  into  light*      . 
Tou  ask  a  refund  t 

nSBHJkHh 

Yes. 

DON  aUY. 

No  thf^nks  from  you : 
To  him  who  trusts  my  honour,  mine  a^e  dve^ .  t.  :       ; 
Rest,  and  be  welcome ;  I  wojuld  do  the  same 
For  Satan,  if  God  s^ni  Idm  here  by  .name. 

Enter  Donna  Sol,  in  hridal  arra^,  with  Pt^f,  Valet^ 
oftd  Ladies:  bef&re  heri^'hofne^  on  a  cushion^  a 
casket  (f  diamonds'^  which  is  then  deposited  on  the 
tahle.    Heriiani,  thunderstf^uk^  gazes  on  Donna  Sol. 

don  ruy. 
Come,  kne^  to  tny  Madonna ;  for  to-day 
She  sheds  good  tbrtune  round  on  all  ^vho  pr^y. 
No  ring,  my  careless  bride  T    No  marriage  crown  f 

HKRNAN1  (tn  a  voice  of  thunder), 
A  crown !    Who  wants  a  thousand  crowns  paid  down  } 
[He  tears  off  his  pilgrim^s  gown^  and  appears  in 
his  original  costume," 
lamHemani!  '[      '  .       ..  1 

DONNA  SOL.  •-•,•« 

Heavens !    Alivel 

BERNANL 

V  *Tistrue1^  ''    '  . 

I  am  the  man  your  bloodhounds  ail  pursue  i.' "        •   ' 
I  own  no  common  title,  but  am  proud 
To  speak  Hemani^s  dreaded,  name  alotid— 
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The  oonvicf  t  '  Take  this  forft^t  hend;  ^twiU  pay 
More  than  your  inaniage  feast  '«faall  eoist  to-day* 
Bind  me ! — ^But  no,  'twere  useless ;  for  a  ehain  ^^ 

Is  round  me«  whidii  I  cannot  break. 
1>0N  Rthr.    • 

^Tbplaki         ' 
My  guest  is  mad.' 

HERlfANt.  ■      ' 

A  price  is  on  his  lieadJ  •    '      ' 

♦       BOMIIASOL.  '   '*■ 

Ohy  heed  him  not* 

What  I  hare  said,  is  said. 

A  thousand  crowns !     My  friend,  the  sum  is  great ; 
My  people  may  be  tempted.     -  .     .  :■    ' 

•  ''HxaNAitt.  '•     •      •  '  .-.  > 

tl^debate?  •    ' 

Yidd  me. 

DON  RUT.        /  r  '. 

Be  sflent 

DONNA  SOL  {asid^  to  nERl^AMl). 

Fbr  my  sake  restrain  \ 

This  madness. 

ttfiRNANI. 

I  must  jom  the  brichd  train. 
A  bride,  lord  duke,  waits  nle  as  well  as  you ; 
Not  quite  so  fair  as  yours,  but  quite  as  true- 
Death  !    Do  none  stur? 

DONNA  SOL. 

Hemaiii !  for  my  sake-^ 

HERNANI. 

A  thousand  crowns,  my  masters !    Come  and  tidte.    ; 
A  thousand  crowns !    Come,  gain  H  while  you  cmi: '' 
Remember,  riches  make  the  slave  a  man. 
Ton  shrink! ,   • 

DONRinr. 
Some  paus6'for  shrinkins  mav  be  shown. 
For  he  who  tottched  your  head  womd  risk  his  own. 
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Wertib^D  }|q^MpM^lve^.4t^7^Jhi^«teai^   ,,,,      r  i 
Theiiiowiiate  to]dr4f«i^ir£s.iiur:^y^l^  ,.    .  .  r" 
Were  offeredi  iu  4^e  pb<;e  of  paluy  gold-r  _    ,r »  :. 
If  for  such  price  as.t{us  th}^  Ufe  nvjere  ,]H>]4t       ;>  ...-  r  i 
Here  thou  wert  safe,  as.iu  the  fourt  of  heaven, 
By  which  the  eb^e  to  guard  diee  has  been  given ; 
And  let  me  perish,  if  the  hand  of  powft .      ;  .• .  /I 

Shall  harm  one  hair  of  yours.  ;  Within  an  hour. 
My  niece,  we  ij^s^sn^.    'Tf^.  ypur  roojf^ ! — ^I  go 
To  close  my  castle  galei^  ^^in^  a  foe.  [Exii* 


Donna  Sol  goef  JtMowrds  the  door^  as  if  to  foU 
UfH>  her  cm^ndtmts^  ifi^;when  the  Duke  has 
disappeared^  fftmi^  itrueiously  to  Hebnani. 

Accept  my  compliments  on  your .i^Jirr^yiM    •  ><.    .i  ,u. 
Tour  toilet  charms  me  jnoipe  tj^an  I  can  say — ^^ 
No  foil,  no  tinf^  b^T^-TTfltt  fair  and  brave. 

[Eifannning  th^c^^kef* 
He  dare  not  play  you  (al9€^  #0  pear  his  grave. 
Naught  missing  I    Necklace — earrings***-every  thing— 
The  ducal  cojmeW^^hc  goldsu  ring !  , . 
How  like  his  Io^^-thm  fi^j^iAdi  deep,  and  true— 
Tlus  casket  seems ! 

DONNA  SOL  (taking  a  ieiggerfrom  the  casket)* 
Yau  liave  not  searebe4  it  through* 
Behold  this  daggefy  which  I  <}hose  alooe  '^ 

Of  all  the  giA(»-9^9)ioog  (he  ,re#t»  a  tlmne-*^  .  / 

Which  the  king  offered  which  for  yeu  I  spDmeKW    • 
You,  my  accuser !  .         . 

WmffA^Ut  her  feet). 
Rea9Qa  has  returned. 
Oh#  l^t  me  wipe  these  bilter  te««f  itwiQr-^ . 
Tf  9ff9f  wb^di  W9  Wij  caused,  my  M(9^.  f  bftU  MT' 

.    J90W4  90II.  .  ■  .-..     ..    .   ^  . 

Hemani !  still  I  love  you;  and  forgivCf  ;    / 

Because  I  lore. 

l^iapiM^^ifUme.Uvf.  •,   /  .  > 
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But  e'en  thy  love  and  tliy  forgireness  bring 
No  balm  1o  <sooth  my  sdf^reproaches-  sting* 
Oh,  I  could  watch  thee,  were  it  but  to  trace 
The  spot  tliy  footstep  pressed,  and  kiss  the  place. 

SdNVTASOL. 

To  think  the  memory  o£my  tors  so  fndl* 
That  force  could  beod,  or  miserj  make  me  quail« 
And  narrow  this  free  bosom  to  a  cell, 
Where  any  image  Irat  thine  own  might  dwell ! 

mBKSMXU 

Oh,  I  blasphemed  and  raved !    Alas  1  were  I 
The  object  of  a  madman's  blai^emy, 
I  should  ^eaid  the  wretch,  whose  passion  takes 
Its  life  and  spirit  fiom  the  wounds  it  makes. 

DormA  SOL. 
Oh,  you  have  ceased  to  love  t 

HBRKAHI. 

My  soul,  my  heart. 
Are  thine.    Then  blame  me  not  that  I  d^art. 
'Tis  for  thy  sake  alone  I  wish  to  fly. 

]>ONNA  SOI* 

I  shall  not  blame  ^e.    I  shall  only  die. 

HBRNAKI. 

Die  I  and  for  me !         * 

90MNA  SOL. 

For  whom,  if  not  for  you ! 

HERNANL 

Again  yon  weep-— and  who  shall  make  me  roe, 
VHio  eaose  those  tears  ?    Yon  will  forgive  igaint 
Aad  who  ny  depth  of  anguish  can  explain. 
To  see  the  tear^drap  dim  thfit  eye,  whose  hlaxt 
Is  all  on  which  I  love,  and  live  to  gasBe! 
bh !  had  I  woiids,  these  worids  were  all  for  yen. 

IKMnCASOL. 

You  are  my  master,  generous,  brave,  and  i 


Could  we  but  love  too  nmeb,  how  ooiiU  I  bless 
My  fate  to  perish  <rf  that  love's  tXotHa  I 

noHHA  sou 
Thine,  «id  for  ever !    Heaven,  atteal  my  irvrir 
20 


y  Google 


280  THB   CLVft-BOOK. 

HESMANi; 

Oh!  that  thy  poniard  could  but  strike  me  now  1 

DONNA.  80L. 

Heaven  will  be  angry  with  these  words  of  ilL 

HERITANI. 

Let  it  unite,  if  it  refose  to  kill* 

Come  to  these  arms,  I  yield  me  to  its  will. 

Ent€r  Don  Rmr  Gomez. 

DON  RUT. 

And  this  is  hospitality's  reward! 

And  this  the  guest  whose  life  I  went  to  guard  t 

Foolish  old  man  I  for  this  array  thy  power-^ 

Up  drawbridge,  bolt  the  portal,  man  the  tower  I— 

Select  a  harness  fit  for  age  to  wear. 

Such  as  the  strength  of  sixty  years  can  bear — 

Prepare  to  fight,  to  die,  to  starve,  to  bum — 

Brave  all  the  W(»r8t — to  meet  with  this  return ! 

Yes,  I  have  walked  for  sixty  years  of  time,    . 

No  dull  observer  in  a  world  of  crime — 

Have  seen  men  live  accursed,  and  die  unblest — 

Sin  unrestrained,  and  perish  unconfessed — 

Sforza  and  Borgia  both,  the  world's  disgrace. 

Have  seen,  and  Luther,  who  now  holds  their  place-^^ 

But  never  saw  the  criminal  who  dared 

Insult  the  roof  whose  very  ri^ts  he  shared ; 

This  is  not  of  my  time.    We  live  to  view 

Crimes  which  no  former  ages  ever  knew ; 

Moors  and  Castilians,  sprung  this  man  horn  you? 

[AppeMig  to  the  partraUt^ 
Lords  of  De  Silva,  fathers  of  my  race, 
Listen,  and  hearme ;  if  my  rage  embrace 
Rash  counsels, — if  with  vice^s  name  I  brand 
The  virtue  of  die  open  heart  and  hand. 
Forgive  me. 

RBRNANI. 

If  to  man  was  ever  given 
To  meet  with  noble  brow  the  glance  of  heaven;' 
If  ever  heart  betrayed  the  noble  line 
From  which  it  8{niing,  that  brow  and  heart  aim  diine. 
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I  Stand  a  culprit  here,  with  nanght  to  saj 
Or  do  but  face  my  judgment  as  I  may. 
I  shared  the  shelter  of  your  roof — ^I  tried 
To  spoil  your  treasure — ^to  seduce  your  bride. 
I  have  my  blood  to  oflTer. — ^When  *tia  shed. 
Wipe  but  your  blade,  and  think  not  of  the  dead. 

DONNA  SOL. 

De  Silva,  hold.     The  crime  was  mine  alone. 

HERNANI. 

Wait,  lady,  wait     This  hour  I  claim  my  own. 
I  would  employ  the  moments  which  remain-^ 
My  last — not  to  extenuate,  but  to  explain : 
Believe  a  dying  culprit.     Be  secure, 
De  Silva ;  I  am  guilty,  she  is  pure. 

DOBINA  SOL. 

Mine  was  the  crime ;  I  love  him.— -Yes,  'twas  I — 
I  love  him. 

DON  RiTY  (Jririaus). 
Woman,  you  shall  see  him  die. 

[Trunq^  withouU 

Enter  Page. 

DON  RUT. 

What  Doisci  was  that? 

PAGE. 

A  herald,  sir,  demands 
Admission  for  Kmg  Carlos  and  his  bands 
Within  your  gates. 

DON  RUT. 

Obey  the  kind's  commands. 

[Exit  T Am. 

DONNA  SOL. 

He's  lost! 

[Don  RuYgoes  to  one  of  the  portraits  {Ms  own), 
and,  pressing  a  secret  spring,  a  concealed  door 
is  discovered  in  the  \ 

DON  RUT. 

You  enter  here 
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HBBNANI. 

I  hold  mj  life 
At  your  disposal,  and«  to  close  our  strife, 
Btnke  when  you  wilL 

[He  €nUr9  the  secret  door.  Don  Ruy  presses 
the  springs  and  the  portrait  resumes  its  natural 
position, 

DONKA  sox.. 
Oht  spare  that  life  to-day  ! 
Paox  entsring. 
VLj  lord  the  King* 

Enter  Don  Carlos,  followed  hy  numerous  armed  men  ; 
Donna  Sol  lowers  her  veiL 

DON  CAKLOS. 

How  comes  it,  cousin,  pray. 
That  when  your  sovereign  seeks  De  Silva's  hall. 
Tour  bolts  are  drawn,  your  archers  on  the  wall. 
To  hear  my  herald  wajBte  his  breath  beneath? 
I  thought  your  sword  was  rusting  in  its  sheath, 
And  find  it  ready  from  that  sheaSi  to  start — 
*Ti8  somewhat  late  to  play  this  youthful  part.— 
Wear  I  the  turban  T — ^Answer,  do  I  spring 
From  Moorish  race  ! — ^am  I  a  Christian  kin^ 
Carlos  t  or  do  I  bear  a  Pagan  name, 
Mahom  Boabdil,  that  I  bear  this  shame  t 

PON  RVY. 

My  lord— 

BON  CARLOS  (to  Ms  attendants). 
Seize  all  the  castle  gates,  and  take 
The  keys*    Is  this  the  fashion  you  would  wake 
The  ghost  of  dead  rebellions,  and  renew 
Old  treasons  !    Know,  the  King  is  waking  too 
Ready  rebellion's  pro^ss  to  arrest, 
And  crush  its  leaders  in  their  mountain  nest. 

DON  RUY. 

None  of  De  Silva*s  line  was  ever  found 
A  traitor. 

DON   CARLOS. 

Speak  me  out,  or  to  the  ground 
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Each  stone  of  your  eleven  towers  I  raze. 
There  lives  one  spark  of  old  rebellion's  blaze*-  ^ 

The  bandit  chief  survives !    Who  hides  him  now  !        ^ 
Who  guards  the  rebel  t    Rebel  duke,  'tis  thou ! 
poN  Rirr. 

It  18. 

BON  CARLOS. 

rris  well.    His  head  or  thine  must  fall— « 
Or  his  or  thine  shall  grace  thy  castle  walL 
Hear'st  thou,  my  cousin  ? 

DON  RUT. 

Yon  shall  be  eontenty 
My  lord,  if  that  be  all. 

DON  CARLOS. 

Oh,  you  repent ; 

Produce  the  rebel. 

DON  RUT  {leads  the  King  to  the  most  ancient  of  the 

portraits)* 

In  that  reverend  face 

Behold  the  father  of  De  Silva*s  race, 

Silvius ;  in  Rome  he  filled  the  eonsul's  place 

Three  times.   (Your  patience  for  such  honoured  names.) 

This  second  was  grand  master  of  Sl  James 

And  Galatrava ;  luis  strong  limbs  sustained 

Armour  which  ours  would  sink  beneath.    He  gained 

Thirty  pitched  fields,  and  took,  as  legends  tell. 

Three  hundred  standards  from  the  infidel ; 

And  from  the  Moorish  king  Motril,  in  war 

Won  Antiquera,  Suez,  and  Nijar, 

And  then  died  poor. 

•  •  •  •  • 

This  reverend  brow, 
This  was  my  sire's — ^the  greatest,  though  the  last: 
The  Moors  his  friend  had  taken,  and  made  fast^ 
Alvar  Gux)n.     What  did  my  father  thai?  f 

He  went  to  seek  him  with  six  hundred  men  ;-«• 
He  cut  in  stone  an  image  of  Alvar, 
Cunningly  carved,  and  dragged  it  to  the  war  $ 
He  vowed  a  vow,  to  yield  no  inch  of  ground . 
Until  that  image  of  itself  t«med.nnmd| 
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He  reached  Aivai^^lie  saved  him — and  hie  line 
Was  old  De  Silt a*s«  and  hie  name  was  mine— 
RuyGooia&r— 

IK>N  CAKLOS. 

Drag  me  fi:om  his  lurking-place 
The  traitor! 

DON  RUT  {leads  tJU  King  to  the  portrait  behind 
wkieh  HBBKANi  is  conceakd)* 
8ir»  your  highness  does  me  grace ; 
This*  the  last  portrait,  bears  my  form  and  name» 
And  you  would  write  tins  motto  on  its  frame : — 
**  This  last,  sprang  from  the  noblest  and  the  best, 
Betrayed  his  plighted  faith,  and  sold  his  guest." 

DON  CARLOS  {retiring^  somewhat  disconcerted). 
I  shall  abate  your  house.  Strongholds  like  these 
I  hate. 

DON  RUT. 

Your  highness  can  afford  to  please 
Tour  fancy. 

DON  GARI.OS. 

I  shall  raze  its  towers,  and  sow 
Thtir  plaot  with  flaa-seed. 

DON  RUT. 

Better  that  should  grow. 
Aid  mark  and  mock  the  desolated  spot. 
Than  falsehood's  stain  should  be  De  SUtr's  lot ; 
Is  it  not  true  atr8^— I  appeal  to  you. 

[Appealing  to  the  portraits 

DON  CARLOS. 

His  head  is  mine ;  yon  promised — 

BON  RUT. 

One  of  two — 
Takeifaifl. 

DON  GAR&OB. 

Ton  w«ttrmy  long  indulgenee  outl 
Ptodooe  lbs  wMelt  you  shelter. 

DON  RVT« 

Can  y^a  doubt 
Mywoidl 

DON  dSRLOs  {to  kis  men) 
Ezplove  each  tow€r»  cave,  and  cdL 
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1X)H  RVT. 

My  lorcU  my  dungeon  keeps  a  secret  well. 
Like  me ;  and  it  may  pass  your  power  to  bring 
To  light  our  mysteries. 

]K>ir  CAItLOS. 

I  am  your  kmg. 
DON  Rirr* 
Until  these  towers  are  levelled  to  the  plain, 
Just  as  you  threatened,  and  their  master  slain, 
Your  highness  can  leatn  nothingi 

DON   CARLOS. 

All  is  vain ; 
Men&ce  and  prayer  alike.     Gire  me  his  head. 
The  bandit,  or  your  castle.  ' 

DON  RUT. 

I  have  said. 

DON   CARLOS. 

Two  heads  instead  of  one  then.    "Tis  my  wflL 
Arrest  the  duke  there ! 

DONNA  SOL  {tearing  ^her  vtft7,  rushes  between  the  Ktngf 
the  tfuke,  and  Cruards). 
Carlos  of  Castile ! 
Tou  are  a  wicked  king ! 

DON  CARLOS. 

This  lady  here ! 

DONNA  SOL. 

Tou  bear  no  Spanish  heart. 

DON   CARLOS. 

You  are  severe 
Upon  your  sovereign.    *Tis  to  you  I  owe 
This  rage — from  you  the  faults  you  censure  flow ; 
Where'er  your  power  extends,  you  rule  our  fate — 
You  make  a  demon  of  the  man  you  hate ; 
Hadst  thou  been  kind,  enchantress,  I  were  great, 
The  tiger  now,  whose  angry  roar  can  Ibrill 
T<o«r  ear,  had  been  the  lion  of  Cast^. 
Yet,  I  obey.— ^Td  the  Duke).  My  eousin,  I  respect 
Your  scruples,  and  permit  yoa  to  protect 
Your  castle's, inmate.    Set  yoarsclf  at  nst^- 
Betray  your  sovereign,  and  defend  your  guest. 
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I  take  one  hostage  only  fiom  your  hall — 
Tour  niece. 

DON  RUT. 

One  onlyt 

]>01INA  toil. 
Me! 

]K>H  RUT. 

And  this  18  aU! 
The  generous  victor !    Boon  without  compare ! 
The  heart  to  torture  and  the  head  to  spare ! 
Great  Grace ! 

noK  CARLOS. 

The  traitor,  or  the  lady?    Choose — 
One  I  must  have. 

DON  RUY. 

But  one  you  can.    Then  use 
Tour  pleasure. 

[Tke  King  approaches  Donna  Sol;  she  takes 
refuge  with  Don  Rut. 
donna  sol. 
Save  mc ! — ^Wretched,  it  must  be— « 
Me  or  my  uncle.    Let  it  fall  on  me. 
I  follow,  sir. 

DON   CARLOS. 

I  triumph  in  the  thought ; 
This  fair  one  to  her  senses  shall  be  brought. 

[Donna  Sol  goes  to  the  casket^  and  taking  Jrom 
it  the  dagger^  hides  it  in  her  girdle* 
What  hides  she  there  ? 

donna  sol. 

A  jewel  which  I  prize. 

DON  CARLOS. 

Show  it. 

DONNA  SOL. 

Another  time,  sir. 

[Donna  Sol  gives  Tier  hand  to  Don  Carlos, 
and  prepares  to  follow  him;  Don  Rut*  having 
stood  some  moments  overwhelmed  in  grirft 
imms  rmmd  suddsnlf* 
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DON  RXnr* 

Eartk  and  akiea ! 
Since  honour  nor  coni>as8io&  caa  prevail-* 
Ye  trophied  diambers,  walls  hung  roiwd  with  mail-— 
Ye  banners,  seamed  with  scars  of  conflict,  fall» 
And  crush  the  oppressor  in  my  father's  hail ! 
Leare  mm  my  child»  my  lasl,  my  only  good ! 

DON  CARI.0S. 

My  pnBoner,  then ! 

]K>N  RUT. 

Respect  De  Silva's  blood» 
[Going  towards  the  concealed  door^  he  turns  again 
to  the  portraits. 
Hide  me  from  these !     They  stop  me  on  my  path  I 

[Again  he  advances  towards  the  secret  door^  then 
turning  to  the  King, 

YouwiU! 

JHXS  CACLOS. 

Yes- 

[  The  Duke  raises  his  trembUng  hand  te  the  secrei 
springs  then  falls  at  the  King^sfeet* 
DON  Rtrr. 
Let  my  life  assuage  your  wrath. 

DON  OAALOS. 

Your  niece  shall. 

DON  RT7Y  (n'^'Tljg-). 

Take  her ;  let  my  honour  live 
Stfdnless. 

DON  CARLOS. 

FarewelL 

DON  Rtnp. 
God  keep  you,  and  forgive ! 
[Exit  the  King^  with  Donna  Sol  and  attendan^s^ 
As  soon  as  they  are  gone,  Don  Rut  seizes 
two  swords^  measures  them,  and  lays  them  an 
'the  table;  th&n  he  goes  to  the  portrait,  presses 
the  secret  springs  andtlie  door  opens. 

ComeforthI 
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Ent^r  Hekitani. 
Doa  Carlos  is  beyond  my  walls. 
Vengeance  remains,  and  reparation  calls. 
Choose — ^and  choose  quickly !    Can  it  be  with  firight 
Tour  young  hand  shakes  ! 

HERNANI. 

Old  man,  we  may  not  fighu 

BON  RUT. 

Why!  are  you  frightened  T    Is  your  rank  and  grade  ^ 
Too  humble  t    For  a  wrong  received,  my  blade 
Shall  cross  a  sla?e*s. 

HBRNANI. 

Old  man — 

DOM  RUY- 

You  cannot  fly, 
Toung  man ;  prepare  to  kill  me,  or  to  die. 

HERNANI. 

Granted — to  die !    Mylife I  owe  to  you ; 
Spite  of  myself,  you  saved  it — take  your  due. 

BON  RUT. 

Blame  but  yourself  alone,  then.    Time  runs  fast— 
Pronounce  your  prayer. 

HSRNANI. 

To  you  I  make  my  last 

BON  RUT. 

Make  it  to  Heaven. 

SEMVLHU 

To  thee,  to  thee,  old  man. 
EjU  by  what  mode  you  please — strike  how  you  can-— 
But  do  not,  while  the  blow  impends,  deny 
The  last  sole  boon — to  see  her,  ere  I  die. 

BON  RUT. 

To  see  her! 

HERNANI. 

Let  me  hear  her  voice's  tone ; 
At  least,  that  voice  but  once,  and  once  alone. 
You  shall  be*  there ;  I  will  not  speak,  nor  move. 
Then  strike  me  as  I  listen. 

BON  RUT. 

Saints  above  J 
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Is  that  retreat  so  deep,  that  he  has  heard 
Nothing  of  what  was  spoken  T 


Not  a  word* 
DON  Rinr. 
To  save  your  life,  I  was  compelled  to  bring 
A  hostage,  in  myiiieee,  to — 

HERNANt. 

Whom! 

DON  RUT. 

The  king. 

HBRNANI. 

The  King.    He  lores  her !  and  obtains  by  force 
All  she  refused  his  prayer. 

DON  RUT. 

My  horse!  my  horse  1 
Gather  my  vassals  for  pursuit ! 

BSRNANI* 

Attend. 
Slow  vengeance  is  the  surest  to  its  end. 
I  am  your  property;  but  you  may  still 
Employ  the  man  you  have  a  right  to  kill — 
To  grant  my  share  of  vengeance  were  but  just. 
For  this  one  boon  I  bow  me  to  the  dust, 
And  kiss  your  feet    When  he  whom  both  pursue 
Has  died  lor  us,  then  I  will  die  for  you* 

DON  RUT. 

Will  yon  submit,  as  now,  your  blood  to  shed! 

BEBNANL 

I  swear  it. 

DON  RUT. 

By  what  oath! 

HXRNANI. 

My  father's  head. 

DON  RUT. 

Will  yon  remember  this  some  future  day! 

HBRNANI. 

Listen.    Accept  this  horn.    Betide  what  may, 
WhmieVr  it  please  you  to  exert  your  power. 
Whatever  the  time  or  place,  to  name  my  hour<-* 
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Comef  and  be  wekome.    Sound  this  horn,  and  then 
Tis  done. 

DON  nvr. 
0  Your  hand.   {Addressing  the  portraits.)  Bear 

witness,  ancient  men !  [Exeunt. 


SCENE, 

The  Tomb  of  Charlkmaons,  in  Aix-Ja-Chapelle. 

Night. 

Don  Carlos  and  Don  Ricardo,  a  Voftrtier  {wrapped 
in  cloaks). 

DON  ricardo  {with  a  lantern  in  his  hand). 
This  is  the  place. 

DON  CARLOS. 

*Ti8  here  the  traitor  band 
Meet,  to  be  crashed  at  once  beneath  this  hand* 
My  friend,  the  elector,  Ifends  the  ai^m^niate  stage 
For  treason*s  fool  designs  and  fketion's  rag« ; 
Murder  breathes  freely  hi  a  catacomb, 
And  loves  to  whet  her  dagger  on  a  tomb. 
Thesb  gallants,  still  so  redLy  with  their  kniTes, 
Are  playing  somewhat  high^— they  stake  dieir  lives* 
Faith !  they  do  well,  in  these  sepulchral  caves 
To  hatcn  their  crimes ;— ^the  journey  to  lUrnr  grcTes 
Will  be  the  shorter.     Do  these  caves  extend 
Far  under  groimd ! 

DON  RICAliDO. 

My  lord,  before  they  end 
They  reach  the  fort. 

DON   CARLOS. 

Too  distant  to  explore. 
Read  me  the  list  of  traitors'  names  on^^e  aiere* 

•  •  •        Am  I  sure  ? 

The  college  meets,  but  is  their  choice  secure  ! 
And  when  h  fixes  the  imperial  crown. 
What  signal  speaks  the  election  to  &e  towat 
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This  18  thedionr  the  thk&xf^bamA  ''tkyn^ji-H*>  ?jAi    > 

Give  me  the  key. — ^Three  cannon. shpi9^}(iift'j|Mi;  jt'T 

[DnrfimMM  bp&mmsseTU^  ana  retires. 


Gi  ejiist^*. 

I  I  r . 

;..i  .'.'oil 
Ai 

J£  I'..   -.MI'  ) 

El 

If  I  should  enter  there — to  reappear  ^'  J^^'.i  ".12  C;  f^ 
The  strong  limb  palsied,  dki:k  locks  blanched  with  fear ! 
I  brave  it !     {Noise  of  footsteps.)    \^enee  that  noise  T 

"Who  dare  ^it^^M^'  '^     ^ '  '  J 
Who  but  mys^^'ttie^^sl'^f  «uch  a^hade? 

l-Jj^di^rgptrrTnymurderer^  seek  their  prej^^^  . 
,.  ,\\{fie  eatef;s  t^jf^bj  and  closes  th^  dporcifter  him. 

Enter  several  of  the  Conspirators^  i^dng  ilkich  are  the 
Duke  of  Gotfui'knd  pi^'liity'ie  Silya^  all  muffled  in 
long  eloak^  Ml  ^loutihed'haf/s';  ejuch'  M'^i  m  karid 
of  his  neighbour/'     '    \     /       '   '    "    [        •  ;-  »' i 

Who*8  there?         i:  ;      •  •  .  .'■-.  -  rj  o-       :-  r. » ;■  .   ,>| 
..'.       aEcoif»  <)0])rspntATOR. 
A  friend.    .    . 

TmRD    CONSPmATOR.  .    ,     ,   ,|..    V 

The  saints  dixfiett  our  way. 

FIRST   CONSPIRATOR.     . 

Tis  weU<: .  wo  alt  fiiv  ffith^ed*    But  the  night 
Is  round  a«i.^«f  ns«f4ark^9flf  (waits  the  li^t. 
Vol.  L— L  31 
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[  TA«  Canspirm&t^  mu^kmnselves  in  a  mnkktk 

Carlos  of  6b^«  In viUeiid«^e6flkB4diannil^    kI    if  >' 

TlieliQpefiitt:p«r]^.>:  > ..    •  •;-)  i'i  -  .v  A  oil*  jmh  ov  :> 


Quenched  be 
Aod  as  this  tc 


'f  1 


How  m^^y;  ^: 

Oneaitmone  ^:  ,^   , 

*^      .;  ' .  ^'  -^^'J 

Whostnkesitl         ,,....,,♦.     .,    fj -,••::»•..,.!<  j  ,1 

FIRST   CONSE^I^'^^^U.    .  ,', 

/     AU  Will!  onia  QiU(y?.ir|ay* ,,.,  t ,,( ,,^i'jf 
JL«il^lMh4oei4a  lhe.<^ce  by  lot,  and  pray. 

\The  C(mspitat(yn^  ihrite  iHeff  'nd^\miheit 
tablets^  and  hizving  rotUd  up  ike  piip^f-  tkratB 

.  ..,  ,,    it^into  aJl^rni^ ...         .  ,  ,,     a 

V....,.,        ;     ^ra6T,pjpf9PmA<roi^,^;     \»  v. ",';,, Ov '^ 
Ma^  il^e  elect;  haye,  faith  m^Goa  on  ^Jgji  ;•.  ^        ,^.^, 
Strike  like  a  Greulile — ^like  a  Hebrew,  ui^ !  ^^ 

Let  him  be  fit  to  strike  with  fire  and  steel. 
Sing  at  the  stake,: 'ud  l«ii|gh  npm  she  wheeI--> 
Kcsigned  alike  to  perish  and  to  kill.        !  ^^       ^'.  i  N 


What  naniet 

yties^  doHifrlttA^oiL 
Hemaid! 
fitiiKANi  {appeafif(^fiom*tAdciim^     *  '?'  i 
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Aim  of  my  soul,  a»d^obj^ct'«iriiiyi«oMr, 
Pursued  and  won,  Sevenge^I  I  hold  thee  now. 

Grant  me  this  oifibe.  >  ..  i    i 

No,  ixfi^  my  life, 
Fortune  and  I  have  been  too  long  at  strife ; !  j..      -  m/'^, 
Tis  the  first  time  Lkxnrhti}  snates  to  know. 

DON  RIIY.  -v    :{  ' 

My  land^V-BAy  f(»rtime,  ior  this  single  blvwi  ^o  i 

I  will  not 

'  •'  D9KB  or  «b^niji. '•  .  \ 

'  i^  \5  «    .\Agcd\«ma!  your  a«m  iniglit}M«  . ,  j 

jIMLy  \\  ^thev soul  ^and  spuit  may .  pte^aft .  ■  >  r.  ^ 

AXhi^  sthe^ite^  faltto»i ,  judgo^oioi Jbjy  Ae  sheath, 
Rusted  and  worn,  the  bUd^  yi^f^  lies  beneath. 

(T^^Ww,),,; ., ,  .  ,  ,,:,.,  ,.  ...I,, 
Kemen»b^r.ttvou^rt,mjjDe,. whose  wiah.yptt  scoraj ., ...  i 
Qrii^.w^  hiu  ,tbis,,aii4 1  return  this  hom^  , 

../,;.  ;_    ..  .     I|KIU9A19I.\i       \     _  .  .     ,       ,; 

My  life,  old  mam  I  ,?ind  wl^?it  have  I, to  prise  ..  ,  .  / 
In  Uf^lr  Wy  f^Mr-s  i'ip^4  for.vfsngewcejWef^  ^.  ,  > 
No ;  I  prefer  J^pvengie ! ;  Woujd^  tbcm  restore:  ..',..^.. , 

Her?;      .,:  -     ,_    _■.:•/'.  .'^^  '-. 

.:.!'.  il  J.  .•:.';    •'•;'  •-.    .3MW  WJT,  .,  >       ..    ,     <,..• 

Never:  tafcejiftkiahor?.       ./ .    ;       r    ,     ,  ,         / 

,.    jv-  .  ^,  .,.  .  '  .'  ..  No  more*  BO  onoTf ; 

My  plji^se-^s^do^ie.  .  hard  Duke^  feaye^me  my  prey. 

•  •.:,-^. .,.;<.■.      '.■    /.   '    '  .  J>ON  RUT.  .  '.  ,.  \- 

Cursed  ^e  ihe  man  who  bears  the  pqz^  iiw^y ! 
.  yr^iq  V}'/    '■    ..»IRaT.0oi!«PnUT0B.     ,.      .,  m'    .:      :/"' 

Brother!  ihilf.  very  evening  it  were  weD — ..     .,,    ,4    ^ 

.j.,;l.    ....     ,HK|INA¥I.,.,.    ,i   >.     .-./'.       -:'-/•• 
Fear  not.     I  know  to  diVtbotFPi'^  of  hell  . 

^       L  2  ... 
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■  ■■'  -I«oitreaiianlalt  ...      '-.!.!  i.i  .c'l 
Upon  the  trai|9K/  r  CoualB  ^hiKl  baimiSr  aH ! 
If  this  man  perish  ere  he  do  the  deedv  <.  <  M  )<:   ,.<'.'.) 
We  swear,  in  turn,  to  tUe^iogr^ffiSUcceed! 

We  swear! :    'i-*-  -t  -^ .'  i  ^^-'^  •.  •  y'    •  -.i  i  ;  'a--  '">.-./:..   . 
v'^.w!  <>  iMiKB  oviicnrraAi   .:..  :  )  a-  mu*  r'/r 
On  what!        .    / 
i>ov  km  (Mlds  up -ihekHtiofhi^  swarf).    [  .' 
Thci  carow  I  hold  on  liigh. 

Unshrived  and  unrepontiag  let  )um<die ! 

[Th&4utma»(Hindi^'eMiuv^n^^h^tufteard;  all 

remain  siUnU      The^door  of  the  tomb  opens^ 

and  DowOarlos  appears uponthBiihriewheld^ 

.  : .:  '*^<t»  secand^ahot  is  hemd^^^wi  tkem  .6  thifdJ 

'-  ''■^^' '   ''''  i>6ix  'CARtos/- '  •'  "•  '  /•'•".  • ;   ••''• 

Back,  gentlemen  I  an  emperor's  toibbr  v^ti^ik  I  /^  / 

Your  words  hiaVe  reafehed  a  living  emp^r*s  eat*!*' '  '• 

Silence  and  night  ?     Ho^  s'dori  my  voice  can  drive 
The  swarm  t6  fli6  rfectesSes  of  its  Mve?  - '   '  •'    ''•  ^  -  •  "^ 
Strike,  Wyt^  diAi^  1  ah'  emperttr's  "blodd  shslfl  flow  •     I 
Forward!  an 'empe^or^iS  breast  invites' the  blo^*  ^  - 
But  now  your  torches  gleamed  with  bloody  light  ;•  '  '^ » 
My  breath  has  quenched^e  murderous  glare  in  night 
Yet  let  your  faiilng  eyes  in  fear,  eonfe^^    .  j- .•;/. 
That  I  can  kindle  more  tfa^'I  iSuppress. 

[He  ikHlie^tki' trdnjipar  mth  a  fteyj  on  tohi^h 

'  "^  -^     sigiid  the '  dark  buhierrarttdM ^  pAs^isgei  wt 

immediately  Mt^  i/fCth  soldiers^  bearing  torches 

•  Xftif^ ami.^'    "'  •  '  '•■'' '-' ''' •"  -''''  -•  ^^ "^'-'^ 

Mount  now,  my  faftbfefirV  tticmht,'iiM^ strike  ^our  prey; 
Light  up  the  isaW,'iifld*«^g 4htt*«i»e(ld:4clttf ;  '  »"^''  ' ^ 
Surround,  and  seize  forlf^iC^yti-to  the  state. 

"Tis  Charles  the  Fiah.     I  thought  HDi^€haifl€i*>'tli6 
Great!  •' 
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Alone,  he  looked  it ;  eiid«d  Mil  diat  ring 

[The  Canspira^i  o^  sUf^ounded  and  disarmed 


The  Emperor,  soldiers !  '  And  ar^  "slre^  tod,'  i 
Hemanif  '    '^  ^  , 

,,  HSRNAiq.  •■'^  'i   'li 

r-^-^/f^-toW^-Htrv/  '••''■^•'•'^  '-' 

.   I  am,  not  noticed  Vet   .  ,,» 


Madam? 


^^^^.ii,.b,    •   V,  ^...oT 


'•'u;  I,.  ■^^■.^  ;..  'ol.;({ 


Be8dett{^,aU|i^..re^^^4.^^  -r-  /ii  l" 

Gotha  the  mmnh^'^Ahim^^K-.AL  0/1  ./•:  ,  i/-  Si.A 
What  came.x^,li|9fg.tft.pi;a«ttg(ej  a^        ifl.^  .,,,..1  ^,,r 

A  simple  en3?j4,  .tiiTft##ifir^y«IVfiPm,Mi.  ,.•.  01  o  T 
To  write,8^ba?5^^'j8,^^Uj^»oe*5«irtfa^^^    ,1  [  .  ,  ,^, 

To  give  t^rfi^§a^x5^h^.lfW^ifi^s^^iM¥%i  ]■,•:.:.,  iii-.A 
4»A  I'j^  A^i>  y\vs*-\J        »<>N  CARI^ff,;^  viit  H..;.  '.-..•  I  c-iilT 

You  tnutpii  aftx?i^  i;^i{  If' ' 

W»U  fail  fnmliMMMlicthriFtrcs ;  v  v      ^  A 
Hehasii0tMa8hHmAe:eia|>te,aildie9usJliv,flN^  ,:i 

He  wears  the  purple  .in  good  time.     Its  train 
Will  drink  the  ItlMcdii^i^M  i^ift^l^  ^if^mk  .;  bvj    t  1 

Cousin  DeiBaT«tefe«»-hP(rtBJ>0^re}rwafdi  •      '^ 

Which  dim  the  ancient  blazon  on  your  shield, 
3etfaink  ^ee,  treason  is  a  fearfiil  thiny. 
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i  iiihbislf. 


Crime  follows  cnfiiBi  f^Smiim^toAeAtiafy  JMijMiii  if|ii>)i 

Seize  all  the  noble*; ! ;  I  wwW  strifee  the  crest 

[  The  nobles  step  outjro^.ttie'cavef  and  are  vmM* 

DONNA   SOL.  ||.5iifn)!l 

He's  safe.  iv/^-  :{? 

HERNANi  (canung  forward)^     j 

I  claim  my  r^;L|^  J^T^p^g  the  rest. 
And  since  precedenqe.tq  the.  scs^jETold  le^s, 
Tli^,9!?rf^lp}ip9-Jthe^a3fe^  ,  i 

And  since  the  outlaw's  head  is  how' loo  low  J 
To  meet  the  blade,  I  liflf  it  t5  tAe  blow. 
Duke  of  Sesovia  and.pordova  tpoj 
The  God  wild  gWk  iW^roVrai  j^ftd"]^ 
Made  me  Cocnt  Albatera  and  D^'teoii     "^  * 
Marquis  Moproy,  and  tiknf  k^fitle  more, 
Grand  master 'of  Avi^' ;  'tdtii  d&n  me  John 
The  exile,  the  pro^riSferf '6f  ^AiViion.     , 
Thy  sire  pronounbed'bh  nnftc'llKe-ifaitd^i  iS 
And  wrapp'4  the  annalil  i^cfcf'Vidfe  tol3d<iii5i;'^ ' 
You  have  ihi  ^^sffittH^  Wdthe  to6ii^Wd:;^^^'^= ' 
Heaven  made'i:|;i6''(fuke,'!^^ 

To  roam  th^  mcrtmtkiili  i^ith  *8t1bSipJdit  tkih^J"  '''  T  "^'  ^ 
Since  I  hat^  shart^ifed  thfere  rtfy  Ha^  iif  vMiri  '  *  ^'  ^  ^■ 
And  bathed  its*^^p^2tt  the  ilidtihtdiii' fipiSife'  ^''S  o'l' 
Thus  I  assume  my  rafift^  ''  '^  ^  '^  [Put^  im  ^  Aol 
Our  head«,vdg  Hftljf  1^  "^Y 
E'en  while  about  to  faH/  ftiai/yliEdm  their  right, 
Thus  to  be  covets  ittth^ii^^BifffbMi^'s  sight  j 

Grandees  of  Spain !  whate'er  your  name  anJfM^'-^  "-^ 
'Tis  John  of  Ajrragon  wko  chutihs  his  place ; 
And  if  your  aesiifoidsriMUV^iiot  ion^  ibk  Mjf 
Enlarge  theiK^4etP4nd heaeilB' hare  i^|me^t(Kftdl.>  •>  j-i 

"bi.    ;l     .noil  ey«td».'ir../(:  tt..w«*.  ,/•  si{ 

I  heard  thi^ttlttiy  tt»e,  Irut  bid  Ibl^'  -i   ^' '     ''"^^ 
Kings  may  ib^;  hWt**A  itxe  sttfi^fiieA lOI  •  >        >  "'' 
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To  bear  ihraugliililbiiiMaHk^QiflfaM^ii^^       r  .^ 

'  Oh!  pardon.  mifeiMteiHin^I  ^  JfocgiiiMi^j|fr^9fr\lMr%l  .-.yX 
B^^^mi^dnklj^w,  and  punish  bo^i^ifclHfjiit  /  .<;  1 
My  lovei  4^  krd^  Ixififaosbdii^-I  but  live 

Oh !  turn  not  with  a  dark  dedga&ihAne.ffjrMI 
Towards  me.  •  9^*>  '^U'-.i*  bn;:  /li'i.i  oi  j*r,  "^jIi  -i/! ,  i-  -I 

'•»£'®«*!ii«»-jrfSW^^  jfiwB  li.'ov  hi..(o:  .. ;« 
CountC5»W5Ufeft««J  (J*yilBiiBja«)>¥ditiMBitrttiifiif 
Your  other  tilJ^'i'^  ^■''''''^'  ''^^ -'  5>'»*'''  '•■^"  ^'  •*  ••  "''^'  "  '- 

• '«»  '^ofij>edife'mii^t''«I!lM^  ''^-'^ 

No.    *Tis  the  ESfitlerori^' '"'^  •'**  -'"''^  '^'"^'  -^ " ''    '    ^  ^ 

Heavens!      ■  ••'*    •'  '.    *'  -'**'^ 

PON   CARlW^^^' ftRNANi). 

,->nuj.'  L  >'in'  .^m.--  *  '^O^Hold  your  bride. 

Just  God!  ^.     ^^^  ^     ^  '  -"  ' 

DON  cktitbi}(io  io*faT). 
OurWfaiiiiloofe  iJteafiWiedi'^  »' - 
But  Arragon  with  Silva^^H  liWy  wed. 

Itisnmthat.       ^     .       "'-" 

PowaUinybaWt«ifl«<t   :      .t  ; ,.    n 

X.'v^     '  HBR?IANI.-    -'        •  ..  ..    i> 


7 , .' 


Bums  to  thy  be^^t^r  »      .  «..  .t    l 
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SaSw  thcr«fttoirjr6Qfiii9«>iHfeeAfnr*^  il-Wvr  ■. 

So  loiig,<0'be-ilidf  MoeaMrej  w<3mi|B/Mij  my  ih'uS^f  i 
Thy  love  Hb^BOXfrn^  ^^A  ik9i^t^mmM.§f(m-  t^ 

]>on  Jofett^thy  hoMis^^orthf  of  4telill|  ,u<  lni>({  !  liO  ' 
FTomwludrit'b|ariiig»J  i!-i :  «;       . .  v{flro>  Apffil#  $lMii 

IiiJ(ltiClllAriia<Bi4:jl>  ..i;L  ij  iluwr  son  ir.u  !  xlO 
Jteceive  this  gift,  to  rank  and  yinue  due :  .Hia  c.r:i.y/<>  T 
Km^t  ciihe  fleece,  JMiakiifiil^kiave,  and  trae : 
But  round  your  neck  aao|pilet  ^mtjS^  i^^* 

The  two  arms  of  a  loved  and  loving  br^4f^,t  ^  ..[j^  i^joY 
Away.     Be  thine  the  bliM,^  Ji^gs  denic»d.  j 

For  y6|ir^a€iiiliteshei«,l:)^^,4h^  not; 
Their  crimes  are  pardpnai,  8^4  ^^  names  foigot.        « 
I  give  this  lesson  from  an  infant, ^oi^^^    ,:.  ^-jt,      ^^ 

CONSPIRAT0EAj(i^^|^^  Atmj.      ' 

]jon|^  majr  he  live }      i  ^  . .  .^ ,    ,  j 

•    n   .   J.  l:«|tfmd  condemned  alone, 

DON/J^f^. 

But  I,  liHe  mkMjfi^9t!.mm^,.o 

Who  thun  can  change  q^Ii  Jl^efMflif  ? 


.: '  y  /".  lu  rrptect  hiim  HeaveiL 
Honovff  to  ChatksJtbft.Fifth! , r  r  iff   ^  ji 

.  ...■/  .  .T'o^Charies  the  Great! 
X#eave  me  alone  with  him,    (All  retire    Don  Qarloa  , 
Guide  of  my  fate  J.      ,:  ,  "^^i 

My^3e*|i.eapw|ple},  Wilt  tbpMt  shed  fty,gi»eo 
Oil  him  who  seeks  but  to  pursue  t^y  Vacei    ^  . .         < .  i 
I  stood  alone  against  an  c^^irpt  todsM       ^''*  ''  '  ''^'  *  •  I 
On  fiiction's.  "vifiljilest  waves,^  a»a  ^bnost  lost ;  ^ 

The  Dane  to  puiiisli,  and  the  I^ope  tp  pay 

Tb^  Turi(  9iia  {^nOier  biugred  9like  iny  way--^ 


y  Google 


The  Doge  and  Fx^kBtm^wmA^mfi^f^f.tb^^pr^^ 
Athou8aMdpomterd«,^liiafiMiK^^9M  ,  .    ],  / 

Device  to  snare,  and  xosmfi9[  j^  jil^ght. 
For  counsel  and  fociajajtOiJJi^  (..(sri^,  .    '    . .  i  ,    , 

How  I  might  bravbithfti^Mrei^  ay^ci  lh|3  pwre^  '  ^  ^^ 


Saragossa.  A  temtce^W^^oHtin  in  the  palace^  with 
a  balustrade^  taidstepiUkding  down  into  the  garden. 
Sound  of  music  in  the  distance,  -^ttt  ,/md  iher^ 
Masks  walking  ahout^^*'  -'   '-  o 

Enter y^OY^  Sanchez,  ]&6irMAA'aiifl,  and  Don  Rioardo. 

Joy  to  the  happy  paiiv't^^^-'^w^d^tiNnight  I 

Each  casement  iH^flbl^'toMi  ti  dmiigdliMi.t^Iiifo     / 

Tis  well ;  inff  fi«««rlbr«UftW0tti»M>  ga(y?         .  :/ 

Did  marriage  torches  imitate  the  day; 

Flay  in  the  tres^tM  ofa^biidb  n^M'^aitv 

,..  pON  .KAXDCUS.         ,        ,.         _^ 

How  fares  the  ancient  duke?  '  Does  he  notbil 

His  last  ali^wv^ntfif.ii^.his  c^%Tlj4fi  /,,  \'/^^  '    ' 

Nay:  jest  not 

That  stem  ok  ,^    ;^, 

His  hairs,  whi 

Were  blanche 


He  hacinottaj] 
In  Saragossa. 

.V  -ii^^May^dMl  ^>pai^  >' .  > 
L8 
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g5d  TUB  efciJtfBoaKi'r 

Would  match^  but  pooityiHlh'thiB,gii«^  .\ 

Markedye,but,now,aihiAtliefii»5a»ny'  -  '  -  ^  « 
Of  dress,  and  daric&kg  pfetefes^  Mld^ctfewf»  gay,-  ::  m!/ 
A  spectre;  which  by  VoiideF  bahiitted*  i  .  t  i  // .  ^  J 
Looked  darkly  doWn,  aiidm<«N!dth»iiiaiqtt€irdhrt..  i 

PON  SANCHEZ. 

J  s^w  it  well. 

PON  it^C^PO* 

What  was  it? 

..     -        .\\  ....   /..  \  ^:^.:  l,^q«Wtra^|A.  =....-tN,...v....  ,. 
Pra&tairii/s idi^.  .    •.•■••.-■.'  •;  '  - .  '.'\.  -.^  '\-.>  :.  v.  'A 

PON   RICARI^.  .  ;  ..\  ,  ,,^  ',# 

Not  SO.    It.hides  its  face 
Still  with  its  mask* 

.'..  •   ,.  :nl  /<■''■''.  .:■  pan  9tAtmd^  -  11^  '/^y  ,'na-*"*i.:\ 
'TwwijSwpai^  (frowning  brow  I 

J^ot  0^^  Ibr  Sm]lbftiB|Hikis  lo«i».b!ift<aQ>r«.,  :.  i    1^ 

PON>  MQMUMnK 

It  com98  sigaiii)    Wtat  «u  tha  flp«$>k«  l^i? ;  i .  /.  , r: 

:  '   .      ■•:     •.    ...    -':'••:.  !  •,.  riiiii.i  i>.(l 

Enter  «  black  Ikmmo4  mho  isim^^  ^it$»s^  Akti  A^fg^  i 

AUturmiUndlaokokjhim^..        :  .  i  v.  1 

If  e'er  tl^  gjrave  can  sei  its^  mmitfei  free,  -      u 

Such  is  ffieiir  step.,T" ,'  ,'    '    ' ','"'     '"  "'  '\  "  /'''"! 

PON  iiATHU8,:Mar^^W^-iA«  Jto«!)t'»  -^^^  ^-i 


Fair  ih^ker ! — {the  Mash  turns 
rimiMl^f  By  mi(r  Wl,  •.   'V  '-' *''->;>^' • -^  *•  .^ 
His  eye?  areldi^ed  lite  afiTiir^  co*f'  '  :'  -^ "  ^  ^  ^' » 

■  •/   ,/:--,:  ^n.   •   ^.^^  SAilCtiEZ.''''^  '''  ''"  ''  '''''^'  ''''* 

If 'tis  the  Devil,  orthe  Devifs  sfa-e,^    '''  '  "*  ''^^ ''  '*^  *^ 

ile  meets  hi^  match,  '(The  tita^i  stops^  and  looks  fixediw 

imAim.y    »Bs'fcyesafd1)tlHsof«ii?P"     ''  ^ 

»jic;<  i}s  i,:r.  III 
[The  Mask  slomk^idooooni^tkestmrtase^yoUowoi 
hy  the  bfes^ikeAfiko^mmtm^y, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


til  truth, the  vkibb' 8|n-i<lt^  ^ gJ&omiemaA^    -'   ^-  ''^ 

Faith«  it  might  fii^  'i£»  lit  ^  ehttfdiy^siitl^i^^uiid^  •    ^ 

It  ^mes^  ohedieitf  til  knmo  Vi2&t€VlB^H|  '  ••  <  ^i  ^   ^ 
TA  se^  oiaril3Vd^,  and'tetum'td  helL 

DON  XATHIAS.  '^'''^   '^'    'iJlM'.;! 

Well*  we  shall  knpw  u^^iM6^. 

.'  ■  ■"^i)Q»r'«ANcite«.  •' ■  ^ 

tt  moves!  -* 


,  tHe'glpdmy'phsuitbm  strfki^^  '^  ^'* 


.,1.:..  .  .„.,  »OW',.ltA*HIAi^*" 


a»i.i    '>  <..  ♦-.  ..    r  pON'^SANCitMa*     .  ■  :  ..       r 

'  TlirdugK'thep^ 
ip>o|r  MATHIA84 


»ii 


__•  ..     .;■;,,    ;  pOSBJO^m^Z.     _     ..  ^  ,  ,         _  , 

*Ti«  nudnigl^ttvand  Wj^  tha^  we  prstif^  '  , '     .\  .  ,t 
The  exaD^ciL^'f  tl^e  gt|!6at«!^^  vamsh  ^  V*     '  * :'    j 

Dearest !  at  ieogiAf  t|;^7  IP^Vi^,  "9*.    Bjr  yon  WponV   ^ . . 
It ahcNikl belaid.      •..,,,  .  .  I 

And  can  it  cofirie  (od  sobtf-f-;  ' 
Hie  htmt  Ihrti  frert  uf  Jpob^  th^  Hsteiiiiig  ctdwdl, 
To l»reathe  ow sig^^  so  lotig;  siipipfes^  alottdf 

Doeqii^  sot. 
The  fioisp  dHit!;v(bed.9if  •    Must  wfAot  c^mfbssry 
Sejc^cing  sftiw.4ie  sceoeioit  kappjiji^ssf  , . .  ,.., , 

*Tis  t«e^  for  h%9m^^ik,,^T44^.  •   u. .  •  n  ,.;" 
Aod  writes  its  lessons  slowly  on  the  hreasi; 
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When  busy  pleasure. ©Wis* jjtvB^  with  flower* 

Or  breaks  aMilia«i<Wi<rf|tf.  <«i^*ow^Wf: v    il  .a.vjH  ;ti 

It  flies ;  and  if  it  smUc^.i^  wi^  Wpeaw 

Yet  in  your  ^K^.it*  wft^/i^-ftWWK  «*Kf  tH.,^-»(.  .•,.il 
Remain  awhile.         ^t^.n^r^K  ■/')^^ 

I  am  .yOH^^Uv^rTTfelay— 
Do  as  th^  wil>-f5illv  Aat  thou  dost  is  well ; 
My  soul'  is  si  otedience  to  thy  spell.  ^,,  ^  ,,.j  ,i 

It  bums ;  yet  bid  the  ^erpe.  .yo^smo  still 


I  spring's  young  verdure  clothe  thei^^rat^s  side^^,^^ 

DONNA   SOL.  ...  ..J4  .  .    - 

Yop|:.^^p^9  brip^'my^y^^^^  to  shame, 

Hernani  of  my'Kdart  r  i  ••    •    "    •  ^  j,r>i,i^r<*  xi  i" 


';^•\ 


I  walk  with  nobles — am  a  noble's  son^^  '*^  t  iJiti-^  :1 
Thv  love,  thy  husbandT^  Jihn^of  Arragon ! 
Am'bl^stt'  '"    '     '»**  ^    '  '^^'' 

-  '•*  "■  '  •-■  '•     "'■  ^dN#A 'SOLV  -  •  ''^  i  -'-'^  -i'--^^'-  --^^i 
•"■  jfei^f  !'"■■■'•    '•  '■*•'  "^'  ''•  ^-:*'''  ^^^  Dft^i.'.id  c/1' 

The  tattered  garmeiiti  Aartllcai^  bttiftrtf  '''■    "^    -^ 

la  mourning  to  my  palace -If  repair, 

A^  angel  of  the  LoH'aWttitfrBie^ticfM*  -v ---r 


y  Google 


muKunoujunsinui.  M| 

I  bid^Ae^ftiatH  orinnn^s: abaft  fispii«R-r;'         i  ./    : .  $ 
On  my  •l^|tfc«8tFal  health  iiightipBfirer^  ^  ,  ,    i 

I  ope  its  casements  to  the  inodf  which  sports 
Mid  the  nodi  harbaji^  of  ita  p^^-pqjm  mmm 
I  weed  tha^ho^a^  fi»m  ihe  c»yifi?4  tg^in^ ,.  r . 
And  seat  my  house's  hsvunitimkB  throne : 
My  king  resioiBs m^ tfteMh  fla«i^Qt:iig|^-nr :  /         ^ 
My  seat  in  oeiimsil«  and  my^ne^fcin  igkt,      ^    ... 

Gome,  then^in JbhuhHigboaMr*  eiMASkli^  11^ 
Lay  the  sad  memory  of  the  past  aside-^- 
That  past  is  ail  nnsaid^Hiawmib  undone ; 
I  start  afiresb^r  avghnt^u^  ;<r<mE««  Mi  fm  p 
Iknownoti£MBite(bie«9m]!9ii.»oy}))»9«Hr  ..    r 

IlovejiM^i-linsseas^fMrT-AMlftinbl^Lr    .;/,    ,  [ 

Howwell,nponUb».|lJo§iy  YiBlr.et'#gta4f8,.  .,    / 

This  coiUtfitoifaiis  .  . . ,,  ;    ; 

i-''i  .:  :••  "    MMMIIf  .-1.  ■  .    --•  -.m'  'h'     ■!;  A 

-  A .  o.Thft£mgi.F^ j^q^irsKTiGrdf  /:   r  ^    }- 
poiri»A.*ii(^]e,    *         :   J  ..J     . 
i^»aiiDadHl69Ktiotb  •.  ^  twt  dii&  velvet's  fold, 
Tis  you  thai  ^itveits  iuitiare  to  the  gold. 
Oh,  you  are  fit  U|  be  thd>i^d^]fa.^^| 
One  moment  yet— I  weep,  but  not  with  grqs^  ..       y/) 
One  little  moment,  to.sl^lg^.|b#  sight 
With  the!jM»  \mv^.9i^  mWM«f^  .««&& 
The  harp  is  silent,  and  die  torch  i»  4ifl%r^^  .     ^^^^  r 
Night  and  ourselvjfs^jkig^d^lV  .  T9i^®  ^^'^  ' 
The  cup  oCioif  felkaty  is  fiftfid* 
Each  sound  is  mute— rf^b.  b.9|i^  sensation  still'd. 
D#«UlH*ft«?4w*j*«e>9jWhiJft^to^  , 

Some  power  its  amoroif fi  y>Jg^f .  ^^^  ^^  keeps  s 
No  cloud  in  heaven :  while  ail  around  reposft, ,  .,r . . 
Gome  taste  with  me  tit^  jpr^jB^a^e  of  the  rose,'   ^ 
Which  loada  O^^lj^t^^  ,vW»  ft$j  ^n^Wl^ffath, 
While  all  around  is  still  ^ua^^e's  death. 
E'en  ad  you  spoke — and  gende  words  wefe  tfiose 
Spoken  by  you — ^the  i^yer  p5>on  uprose.   ""  ^'  '^'  • 
How  thatmy|$^TOi^  W^^  , 

With  your  impasiftoned  accent^  made  its  way 
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iM  TEE  '  OLUB-BOOX^  ; 

StraigiU  to  myheani'  I  cookl'have'wishcd.la^;      T 
In  that  pale  moonlight,  and  while  thou  iverl  if*    n      ^ 

•    HERNANI.    ♦    •  •  •■.•.'• 

Thy  wolrds  areliittsie,  and  thy  straki  CMf'loitt.-   )  * 
Is  borrowed  from  the  ehoir  of  heaven  ahoroi    . 

DOKKJ^'-SOL.     ''       •  ^  '"  :  r  )'    •■ 

Night  is  too  sil^t^-Klarknesii  toD  profonnL      ,    . 
Oh !  for  a  star  to  shine,  a  Toice  -to  sdimd^t*.  ■. 
To  raise  some  sHddian  utatm.  of  inusic  ilow,  : .  -       •     * 
Suited  to  night:^-        •  /      . .  -     ., 

'  amnrAfii.'     -  "  r        ..    *. 

Oapriekifis  girl  4  yoor.^ow    'i    »     -  T 

Was  poured  Ibr  silence,  anil  to  tie  reieav^d:     "  ..-  ./  .' 

From  tlie  thirdngdd  tuitfutt  of  «he  marriag^-leaBti  >  -  •    ' 

XK>KNA  'aroCl 
Tea;  but  a  bilti,  to  carol  in  the  field-^  •  '.  '  -'  '^ 

A  nightingale,  in  moss  and  shade  coneealed^-^i  ^-)  ^ 
A  distant  flute — ^for  musi^'e' stream  can  roll 
To  sooth  the  heart,  and  haj^jneaiz^'lhe  soul — 
Oh»  'twould  be  bliss  to^lifttenrP'  ■ 

■    'J  [Sound  dP<i  ho^-imikeh 

•  i  am'heaidh. 
UEEHASrp^skudderingy.   r;  '?i  ? 
Oh,  misery!'  v      ••'.«'.     .-  i-   .:-.•  ir'-.- 

Sure  86m«  angd  caught  my*  wor1.< 
Twas  thy  good  imgel ! 


'  '  ^o 


HERNANI  {hitt^y). 


K' 


Jr. 


Stiwely^-^-Harii,  ^agidn  r    ; 

That  w^'^yom^ horn f   How VeO' IktK^H^  Mn)til« 

Myhom't  ;'/.;"   *    -/      "  '•'  •  "> ■  •  ^^  n*  h  o  ^^ - 
;  '  ** '      '    mmtA  sol.*.      -  '■"' ; '  •; 
Do  you,  then,  share  tlud  «i6renadef' 

^RKANI.  "'"  -  ':  '    ■ 

Share  it  T— I  do  '-'  ; 

.'   .DpNKA  sol.  '.   '^T     ';    •   '^^    •^"'"'■• 

Thou  music  of  the  jlade-^'  .J  ' 
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How  I  prefer  thee  to  tbe  fostd  sound 
To  which  the  dancer's  giddy  train  goes  iouikL  . 
Then  'tis  your  h«rn,  whose  voice,  like  yours,  I  know. 

{Horn  sounds  again. 

SttRMANl. 

The  tiger  roaring  for  his  prey.  beIow« 

I>03INA.  80&. 

Juan,  thal:aciuiid  with. rapture  bids  me  glow. 

JUEIUiANI. 

CaU.«ie'Heiiiam  %  i  most  reassunie 

Thtt  fittalname  of  vengeance  and  of  g^oeiB* 

DOKKA  SOL. 

How  say  yout 

HBRKAin. 

That  old  man— 

VOMICA  SOL. 

Why  glares  your  eye! 

'  RERNANI. 

How  m  the  daitoess  fie  stands  laughing  hyl 

Dost  thou  not  mark  ?  .       .  ^  . 

DONNA  SOL. 

"^  .  "What  is't  you  bid  me  seet 

Whatman! 

"The  Stem  old  man. 

DONNA  SOL. 

Upon  my  knee, 
To  learn  thhi  secret  of  your  soul,  I  praj. 

H^RNANI. 

My  oath — 

DONNA  SOL.  .  ^.  ., 

:.^; .  Yoiu^oatii?  ,  ..     v.. 

*     ,'.  '  .     .     HERNANL  .  ^  '.  .^ 

What  cap  I  do -or  say?  '  . 

Let  me  spare  ker.    'Twas  nothing,  my  beio^'ed. 

DONNA,  SOL. 

And  yet  you  spoke.' 

HERNANL 

My  mind  was  strangely  moyei 
I  am  not  well — ^'twill  pass — ^Be  not  afraid. 
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Shall  I  dot  bid  XAj  aetrent  to  fctxt  aidt 

[^xTOnt  SVSIHSJ  fl^vlll* 
HERNANL 

He  aummona,  and  will  hav6  iM !     Harkl  again — 

I  ought  to  8trik6-J«Ala« ! 

You  wiith«  irkhpailb: 

An  ancient  wound-^lheaght  vaiy  itreiigtli.ftttonid^ 
Itoi>en8.— ^j&9Wew)-«49heimultesv6mei    S^ildBitf 
Listen.     That  casket  .wiueh  in  days  less  blest 
I  bore  about  me-^  ^  ."  i^ 

DONNA  0OL. 

IdiviaetlieM8tt--^i 
What  would  you  with  the  oaakelT 

^  .  &ERNANI. 

It  contains 

A  vial,  which  will.serre  to  end  my  p9^ }     :: 
Go  seek  it. 

POMNA  «OL. 

I  am  gone*  :  .     ..  [Exit* 

BSRNANi  (alone). 
And  what  remains 
Of  my  young  joys  t — ^He  comes  to  bh&st  4iem  alL 
The  fatal  finger  .shines  iqxm  the  wall. 
How  my  fate  mocks  me  with  its  bitter  smile ! 
He  comes  not  ^--rw^re  I  but  decfived  the  wbU^t    .  . 

EnUt-  the  Mask. 
MASK  {in  a  sepulchral  tone.) 
"Whene'er  it  please  you  to  exert  your  power— 
«« Whatever  the  time  and  place,  tb  &alhe  ihjfr  hour — 
**  Gome,  and  be  welcoifie.     Soilnd  this  horn,  and  then 
»  Tis  done^**    Kerh^mbe^  that  those  ancient  men 
Heard  and  aUedt  the  vow.     Thy  fathei^s  head,' 
The  pledge  thou  gav^St — thy  witness^  the  dead.    , 
Is'tdone? 

ttElCKANl 
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muiuTio^«cs]n|8«  M? 


I  seek  thee  in  thy  bowwr 
Of  bliss,  to  tell  thee  'tis  arrived — ^the  hour* 
I  find  thee  unabsoWed* 


BERKAKI. 

What  wouldst  thou  do  t 


I^skgger  or  {xnson,  choose  between  ^^tmo-^ 
{  have  theia  here.     Together  wo  19^  stra/ 
On  ourJ|oim;^patb. 

So  hq.  It. 

.  I  K4SK.     . 

iiRt  US  pray* 
What  matters  t 

JIASK* 

Which? 

- •   awuTAifL.  :-  • 
......       :  The  poison^ 

MASK  {presenting  a  vial), 

Beach  and  take. 
Drink,  and  legve  soitie  for  rae» 

\   ,  .  .     !  For  pity^s  sake, 

To-morrow !     If  thou  play'st  a  human  part^ — 
If  heai^eo  with  human  blood  has  wanned  thy  I 
K  in  its  mercy,  it  delay  e^en  now 
To  write  tlie  words  "For  eveir^ on  thy  brow — 
If  e'er  on  thee  the  bliss  supreme  was  shed, 
To  love  in  youth,  and  her  yoti  loved  to  wed — 
If  ever  woman  tiembled  in  thy  arms — 
If  ever  passion's  voice,  or  beauty's  channs 
To  sooth  thine  ear,  or  glad  thine  eye,  wereknown^- 
Wait  till  t04n<irixiw^-4iien  demand  lliy  own  1 

--..-:  MASK.  "  •     -  •: 

Wait  tiU  Jio-morrowl    .Y<fs,  yon  reason  well — 
Thtl  hMit,  4its  instant,  sounds  thy  funeral  knell 
tlow  shall  £  speed,  who  may  not  wait  dll  mom  f 
When  I  am  vanished,  who  shall  sound  this  heanf 
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Alone  to  seek  my  place 'f^ttfuget — No* 
Young  man,  fcygether  t<y  the  tbmb;^^  go. 

Demon,  I  free  me  from  the  bondft  rf  hell ;  '  ^  ' 

I  will  not  follow.  -     '       ~ 

So  I  thooght     Tis  well— 
Nolivmgwilwtesb^yTdW.    Thfe -acAd'*     ,     -     / 
Alone  recoid  thai  i^edgfe-i-Ay  fathered  hrfafff;^  ;         '^  ^ 
Tis  little — ^nothing — ^reckless  youth  maysS^     ^      ' 
A  TOW  80  trivial,  and  a  pMg^  to  light. 

BERNAKli 

My  father  I  how  I  trembte  a|  that  name. 

KASK. 

rris  only  treason,  peijnty,  ^ftd  'shame. 

HBRKAMI.  '  "'■  '-''"'^  •"""' 

Pastrana! 

BIASK. 

Since  the  eld^r  MM  b(  Spain 
Can  sport  with  oaths^  ond  miike  their  promise  raiDy 
Farewell.  *  * 

.   .'.    ••  HERNANI. 

Remain.    RemOrsdess^  ilill^  i^adi^'  ^ 
Thus  at  the  gate  of  heareE'iX)  eioss  my  path ! 

[He  takes  the  viaL 

.     fiwle^r  DdKiUL  Qoi,  (tbM^irf  mMtg  the  MML}.  \^  f 

I  cannot  find  that  ca^k^ 

^mmSJoa  {asidk)* 

Heaveb  abore ! 
Nowtoretam. 

My  ptciseaciB  moves  my  krre. 
There's  something  in  thy  hand  arrests  my  eye- 
Shines  in.yoHr  gr««P'-*what  is  it  T^-«qiuek  ve|)iy*- 

{ThaDammo  utumetskSf  and  <fuoo^B^  DM  Bl^ 
'Tispmsoa!  some  stnmge  secret  nnbeveaUdf;'^ 
lamdaeeived.       ..  -  •  :-:  1    . 
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Oh !  were  it  still  ooncealecL  ' 

My  life  ^  his  who  saVM  lit    IVas  my  yow ; 
And  anrti  eomisii  ,td  i^iffiAe  UfMLx^mm, .      \ 

'"  '•        '■'tmmk  nw^ "  .   .       '.- 

To  me,  andntre^  9lltd«  y#ik^^^lAii^  t    ;         .  i 

(To  DonRitt.)  j  >.  I 

Tour  compact  binds  net  $  )pjklttlbn  makes  me  strong — 
I  will  defend  him  'gainst  the  powwmfof  man. 

Against  faitt  ^^'dmsd  Mm  if  you  can. 

THiatoath't "  '-  ''•''  •-?.•:  :.r    -  • 

HERNANU     '         '.    >'  ■'    'i"       './•' 

I  swore  it. 

'    M1IK4  «6l. 

No,  it  cannot  be.        i    •  .     J  .« 
^tSrvb  ^rittb-^'t^nui  trsaswt  'madncta*^ei  ^  free. 

wm  want*  *    ^ 

Away!  '• 

{Dolm A  8o&  iMliff  le«  isfatn  Hesnahi. 
mMMAinL 
-  M^  tfdtli^r  hfUQii  and  will  attest  < 
The  oath  he  claims.     Then  leave  me  to  Mf  r#8l«        i 

DONNA  SMr.(ld  IMMI  RUY). 

Tear  him  from  niei'  Oh^  ywi  kad  beitU  wring 
Their  young  from  tigers  cenelung  for  their  spring. 
Tou  knowATtf  iMt.    Pwloaf  ^efKin  i  tii«kl,        '.   > 
Of  maiden  shame,  and  imioecMee,  and  pride, 
Andpi^/|bir!yo«riiit><>teiiMandag8.  i  '- 
Restrained  me.     Dread-ne  mbWi'ApiamdmUb,  >rag»i*» 
Seest  thou  this  poniard  t    Drs«d,  old  man,  the  steel — 
What  the  j^-threateni,  know,  the  heart  shall  feel. 
Snad'^Jnar*' 

Ah !  no  misfortune  makes  me  wild. 
Hear  me,  Don  Ruy,  thy  nieoe«  almost  thy  child. 
Oh !  spare  her  hoiibtod  I    Fky  aod/ibifHrH 
Grant  me  hislliiB^  and  suffer  biMh  to  im^         .     .      ' 
I  am  a  ymukmu^  fce^e,.  viBLk,.andftatt^  .    _. 
The  ^irit  rises,  but  the  flesh  will  (SiL 
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Lady — 

ForgiwoiP  botk*    louiPace  wei^  l^ijAr^  «  ./^ 
You  cannot  take  him«.M^  Jofv^Tine  behind; 
I  perish  when  onium:y#Uf4^ai.dl^^<>W7:r-f.    : 
I  love  him  so !  . :  .  V   ;-.    i  ,,  {  , 

.  r-.iTpOjmittK   u.\  :r:      /    .,:  •   ...   ..   i:       I 

You  shall  not  perish.     Grant  him  but  a  daf,,^,.  *    ( ,7 
And  I  will  love  you  too* v;  .>  . 

DON   RUY..  ■    .•;.,/«  • 

.  P4BrJbu9pa.you  may; 
And  after  him!   <  1        .  .  h    .- 

throws  herself  sm  Hs^tarm, 

DONNA  SOL,  :';.'./. 

/  ,  I .  i  "      Om  lie»r  «e^yelcd*l|ay. 
JMJf  nui;. 
The  grave  is  jzpmm^saL^hiA.bQS^'y^ 

,  r.1     Hsw  Id^ac«ved't#  dieii;  =• '        .  '  -.j  :\: 
Oh!  she.dktracts  ivy.teBses  with  tbal^ciy.l >.. .  ..  .,    '^ 

t.  /  .DONNA. soil* '.-•*     1  .    •._  J'        '    M       • 

Thou  know'st  t  haie  n  thoiwand  fUDgft^-ftftyrt^^   .1  i. 
W4Mi&iiiirfeiMM4faB|ii,lkeiiM4      (j  .t.  •-..;!: 

,  ..•'     ».!,:..:    !  .'»  .'BQBI  ilUir;  •,  .'  ;••!  (IJ  *     .'^ 

:-•.  ^  •»=  >^  •    -r:-'    I.'CBBBOlJBliQRi  v: '  »:•:    '.' 

DOMN'A-SOL. 

Ihareitf'        -  ■'''•' "  •    '«  ---  '  .^i-. 

'*:    '  •  DOif  inrr»:-    '  '•«  '■•    ...i  "^  >f 
£KAtie  twawom^n  h^re  i-find,  ■  .    < 
I  mast  go  hence;  co  Bciek  for  meitia  mfakd       >..      - 
A«  wdl  as  outwMd  foniu    Y«u.^iB8k  m^Uatt  f  .     I 
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When  by  (he  blood  fitmft  l^MHi^you  sprine  you  swear. 
I  gp  to  tell  your  V^M  hp#  Wdl  y9«'klft{K  >  r 

^  ifUx^.    AJas'r   WtMildMtlMMi  hot  weep 

Tears  ^iMih  btn^lh^  ^gflk^^Vw  tdftA  hdWv 
To  see  dishotletti*  ^tieiti  Oh  "Wf  BitlW  ^   •  f         ! 

To  see  me  tlirbtigrh  th«  iit^M  k  WtakorMvtin^  > 

By  ittf^ Jdsi saorti!  '  ffiHitnr  hope»i«rhi»««ii. 
Restore  that  dark  elixir  I 

Now  I  caul 

Twaft,  thfett,  tef  h^ 

Behold^  &0U,  aged  man  T 

DONNA    SOL. 

Blame  not  my  act-rl  h^ve  tested  thy  share— 

Alas!       ._       ••■"''  ■-■•    .'>    ■..'•:.■•,••-;•       •   I  .    ' 
■ '    -   i^oi^'JL  sot.  '     •'  '  i     •'•   ••' 
Thou  Wdlddst  m  ha'^'tn&iifiA  iO  hfki^     '     / 
My  portion.  "Thou,  wisak  ifafttt,  cftiigt  flot  dlvfaie 
How  love  the  daughters  of  Dd  Silva^'  Ihl^. 
I  drink  the  first,  and  ^  kt  tt^V    Proceed, 
Drink  if  thbuwtft 

'     -    i.       .  What deiitctttfrgifed  the  AMJd? 

It  was  thy  will.  -  ^^  .    I 

'  ^  """  iifekkANt.''  ''■  "    '    ■  '     •'  •  '  '^ 
Such  dtiiidM  d^^th  to  brave  {. 

noNNA  sol:  -^  -i  .  .  i^i  -  /• .  i 
How  so?    , . 

That  filter  leads  thee  to  thy  jgrittf;  •  *    *      ' 
ibib/A  bat 
Was  not  this  head  to  sleep  v^h  thy  breast 
To-ni|^ !    Wh?it  msMhi  ^mtre  it  sinks  to  : 
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My  father,  thy^  r^ve^fe  i8.j4i8^--Hhat  I  ;  -     T 

Forget.  [He  approaches  the  vial  again  ^  hiiUpf* 

DONNAi'fMt  {^^^pi^Bfi  herwlft^p^  him). 

.     .   FiNtear  I  :MNBar!  .  rfis  han)  to  die— 
This  poiapo  Uir«9»r«Mi|d  tmad  the  heart  itjbwgf^  . 
Like  a  fell  serpeol  withi  a  thov-s^^ui  faiigsk    .     ..  ^    - 

Oh,  drink  it  ti^  Al^'d  1 1^4.00^  te{i  / -i- 

That  QMMy  pm^uld  mftbch  ^  iirea.4>if^hel).-p-.  ,m 
He  drinks!  '  '  i    :>,  \.  '.)::*    ,  .  ..» 

^  HERNAjq  {dfit^ks^an4Jtkrf»9sau)ajf.f4^  mal). 
*Ti8  don^s^i      •  ..,.  ' 

Come,  tlien,<to.9ieiBt  tl;»y  fate;;— jt 
Come  to  these  arms.   Jis.^ot^the  torture  great! 


Notso. 

-:■.-,::   J)0NN4  MJU  .t     ...      .       ^^^      . 

Behold,  our  mandage  coucli  is  spread.  ' 
Am  I  not  pale,  for  one  so  lately  wed  t  , 

Be  calm.    I  suffer  lessr ;  9^  ^^S*  expand 
Towards  the;  hlest  regions  4)f  a  happbrlan^-r  y^- 
Together  lef>  us  seek  that  world  so.  faiivr- 
One  kiss — and  ciifi  alon^«i  .  ^  ,.  ,,  .      *  . ,, ,  ,. 

Despair  t  l)e^pau:l 

Blest  b|&the.heiiy«n,  wluch  ^m  roy  birth  pursued 
My  life  with  misery,  anj  ^9^  Uood  imbrued — 
For  it  permits  me,  ere  I  part,  to  press        , 
My  lips  to  thine,  and  die.pji  Jhf  caress.' '' 

They  still  are  happy  | .  ^.  .  . 

HSRNANI.  '  r  i    ,' 

Dpno^  Sol,  *tis  night. 
Dost  thou  atp  suffer?  j  ^^ 

HQjEOCA.  »f>^. 

. .   ,  .     '   No, '    ' 

.WBB*ANI.     ,  .       ,y 

SeestthouOieii^t        ' 
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mUMATIC   SCBNEI.  SOS 

DONNA  VOL. 

Not  yet— 

HXRNANI. 

I  see  lU  [DUs. 

DON  RUT. 

Dead! 

DONNA   0OL. 

Not  SO,  we  rest. 
He  sleeps.    He*s  mine — we  love,  and  wears  blest. 
This  is  our  marriage  couch.     What  happier  spot 
Can  the  world  show  T    Lord  Duke,  disturb  us  not. 

[Her  voice  graduaUy  sink^. 
Turn  thee  towards  me — ^nearer  yet — ^*l»  welL 
Thus,  let  ts  rest.  [Dies. 

DON  Rtrr. 
fioth  dead  I — ^Receive  me,  hell ! 

[Kais  himself. 
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THE    CLUB-BOOK. 
GOWDEN    GIBBIE. 


BY  AU.AN  CUMNINOHAH. 


CBAPTERL 

**  Thoogb  here  Aey  scrape;  an*  aqOMM,  an*  giowl, 
Thair  wortUaaa  tiewW  of  a  aaul 
May  iB  aooM  flitnre  caicaaa  bowl. 

The  fonwts  fright, 
Or  te  SMoa  duHteceating  owl 

May  abun  the  light."— BvRNa. 

In  a  border  county,  which  for  the  present  must  be 
nameless,  where  the  cultivated  groond  joins  the  natural 
pastm^-land;  there  lived'a  man  soYne  five-and-forty  years 
ago,  whose  sole  pleasure  was  to  see  his  flocks  increase^ 
his  crops  flourish,  markets  rise,  and  money  come  in. 
This  man  was  an  only  son,  and  had  survived  his  pa^ 
rents.  When  a  babe  in  his  mother's  bosom,  the  minister 
of  the  parish  spilt  water  on  his  face,  quoted  scripture, 
and,  with  a  grave  look,  said  •♦  Gilbert  ;•*  but  the  peas- 
antry of  the  district  possessed  a  power  in  baptism  even 
beyond  thafof  the  church,  and,  scarcely  waiting  till  the 
child  became  a  man,  young  and  old  hailed  him  by  the 
name  of  **  Gowden  Gftbie.** 

The  church  is  uninspired  in  matters  of  human  con- 
cernment and  character,  and  throws  away  the  fine  names 
of  the  land  upon  the  inglorious  uid  the  unworthy.  We 
have  Caesars  without  courage,  Alarics  without  ferocity, 
and  Michael  Angelos  without  genius.  The  peasantry 
bestow  names  with  a  more  discerning  spirit;  in  tlie 
A2 
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name  they  express  the  man  and  hit  his  character  with 
equal  skill  and  sagacity ;  and  so  it  fared  with  Gilbert. 
The  toname  stamped  his  image  in  body  and  soul ;  and 
as  his  \4u»la  \of^  of  fkme  is  through  it,  aloQe}  I  shall 
allow  it  to  remain,  without  meaning  any  irreverence  to* 
wards  the  church  by  nIo^I\iz  ^  name  which  it  did  not 
bestow. 

Now  Gowden  Gibbie  was  a  very  rem^kable  person  i 
and  when  the  woild  is  wise  enough  to  kite'  the  social 
biography  of  men  who  neither  fight  battles  nor  write 
books,  but  whose  character  and  ample  means  influence 
the  countryside  where  they  fiire»  theft  iwfl  the  name  of 
Gibhie  be  heard  of  in  the  land,  smd  qnoted  upon  'Change ; 
and  the  sculptor's  chisel  and  the  painter's  brush  will  be 
employed  on  his  loQ^.  He  wW  in  truth  a  singular 
man ;  womanhe regarded  as  an  expensive  idol^  on  whose 
altar  man  offered  up  his  soul^  and,  what  was  worse,  his 
substance.  He  conceived  thaX  she  was  made  purposely 
to  invade  man's  repose,  pillage  his  pmrse,  and,  by  her 
changeable  mood  and  changeable  variety,  convert  this 
gveea  and  pleasant  earth,  into  a  sort  of  suj^lemestal 
purgatory*  Woman  eame  not  within  his  scheme  of 
houaelMdd  prudeneeii  tmd  he  therefore,  dismissed  her 
from  his  whole  system  of  in-^oor.  and  out*door  economy^ 
and  immstedihe  entire  management  of  \ds  estate  to  the 
wisdom  and  frugality  of  man.  Yet  he  was  not  one  of 
lh(»se  son)id  sinners  who  love  lo  sit  and  flourish,  like  a 
]^iato,  on  a  heap  of  dung.  He  was  a  man  active,  and 
adrring,  and  eleaaly,  wh»  loved  a  brig^  Are  and  a  well* 
iwept  hearth,  a  soft,  bed*  aitd  something  cQmfortable  fbr 
•upper ;  wba  w<Hre  a  wdl-bnished  coat,  and  shining 
silver  buckles  in  hm  shoes,  and  could  crack  a,p]iea8am 
joke  and  chant  a  cheerful  song  a3  well  as  any  womax^ 
worshipper  in  the  whole  district. 

How  Gowden  Gibhie  continued^ to  keep  liis  establish- 
ment pure,  and  shining,  and  well  airm^fed,  without  the 
help  <^  woman's  bandt  is  a  secret  which  I  am  l^ath  t^ 
leveal.  I  have  po  wish  to  teach  other  fsraimonioua 
oreaitiuresy  with  which  the  land  i^  swannii^,  an  art  which 
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diey  would  gladly  know ;  e'en  let  llieni  hew  a  system 
out  of  the  rough,  like  our  border  luminary.  A  broomi 
it  is  true,  eould  be  had  for  the  cutting,  and  pure  water 
Iran  pasl;  the  door  free  of  all  expense;  but  these  useful 
and  meritorious  servants  never  work  of  their  own  accord, 
—-and  yet  they  must  have  been  frequently  employed, 
for  his  house  wvts  as  smoodi,  and  orderly,  and  clean  as 
if  it  had  been  under  the  care  of  a  woman  on  trial  for  a 
wife^  or  a  whole  committee  of  experienced  and  fastidious 
spinsters.  Of  Ms  well-onlered  house  he  indeed  made 
ao  boast,  yet  k  was  surmised  that  ha  felt  some  little 
pride  in  his  dcmiestic  sktH;  for  once  on  a.  time  he  ex* 
liiblted  the  interior  of  his  abode  to  two  staid  ladies,  and 
said,  as  he  handed  them  om  of  the  hcmse,  **  Now  you 
have  seen  how  weel  a  body  can  ck>  without  the  help  of 
that  captious  creature,  W9man  l" 

As  he  grew  oid,  die  love  of  fpdn  grew  with  Gowd^n 
GKbbte  also,  and  became  a  passion  wluch,  like  the  sep- 
pent-rod  of  the  prophet,  devoured  aU  other  feeHngs. 
Money  was  his  mistress,  nay,  his  goddess,  and  he  bowed 
himself  day  and  night  at  the  feet  of  this  golden  Delilah* 
The  sound  of  silver  was  in  h»  ears  far  sweeter  than 
music ;  and  when  he  saw  gold  his  eyes  sparkled,  and 
he  diseoursed  of  its  value  and  of  its  uses  like  one  in-^ 
spired.  On  all  other  topics,  save  ^at  of  gain,  he  talked 
calmly  and  ooldly,  but  on  it  he  was  rapt,  eloquent,  and 
imaginative.  VHien  a  boy  at  school,  he  loved  to  read 
of  troy-^eighC,  by  which  silver  and  gold  were  weighed, 
and,  moreover,  he  thou^  it  unfair  to  multiply  two 
figures  together  without  producing  something,  and  boldly 
seceded  from  Dilworth  and  Cocker,  and  said,  ^  Twice 
naught's  one  T  He  carried  the  same  poetic  principle 
c^  increase  into  all  his  speculations. 

Yet  it  must  not  be  imagined  that  he^ihut  his  eyes  to 
the  light  of  knowledge,  or  was  unaequainted  with  those 
stores  of  pleasure  and  information  which  the  geniuses 
of  his  country  had  accumulated.  He  was  a  lover  of 
poetry,  and  I  have  heard  him  repeat,  nay,  chant,  with 
visible  emotiou,  the  description  of  Susan  Pye. 
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<(  On  •T«ry  fliigar  ate  wti»  •  ilD% 

On  her  miadle  llage^  abe  lias  tStm, 
Wink  M  mucfe  gM  ahonr«  har  qjp* 
Aa  wiNild  bayjkbaron^  land  to  nn^** 

He  wofM^  he.  said,  that  the  couDtiy  awatnped  with 
•nch  meritorious  damaeis;  but  wherc^  he  io^redf 
would  be  found  aach  wiadiaMa  except  in  aeng  t 

hk  scripture  knowledge  G&bie  was  Ukewiae  greatt  and 
had  by  heart  the  whole  .chapter  concerning  the  molten 
cal£^  He  could  lectufB,  too,  on  the  aurpaaaing  apleBr 
dour  of  Solomon'a  templB,~~on  the  floors  of  silver*  and 
eeilinga  of  pure  gold ;  and  hokl  forth,  like  any  young 
Episoopidian  divine  on  whoae  aif^t  the  gl^  of  a  catho* 
dral  was  dawning,  eonoeming  tl^  winga  of  die  cherubim 
and  the  untold  talents  of  beaten  gold  whieb  the  faboo 
took.  But  the  aceonot  of  the  goUen  statue  which  the 
King  of  Babylon  placed  on  the  plain  of  Dura*,  and  called 
en  tdl  people  to  fall  down  and  worship^  he  considered 
die  chmcest  passage  in  scripture.  He  was. of  opinioin 
that  Solomon*s  wealth  was  a  sure  proof  of  bis  wisdom  j 
but  then,  what  were  ail  the  riches  of  the  men  of  Israel 
compared  to  thoee  of  the  Babylonian  ?  The  colossal 
size  and  vast  weight  of  the  Syrian  idol  filled  his  imagt' 
nation,  and  he  exhausted  his  arithmetical  knowledgei 
including  the  supplemental  discovery  of  '*  twice  naught^s 
one,^  in  an  attempt  to  calculate  the  actual  number  of 
spade  guineas  which  it  wouhl  have  produced* 

To  tiie  information  which  poetry  aud  scripture  thus 
opened  to  him,  he  added  knowledge  (k>m  darker  and  less 
certain  sources.  With  all  the  traditions  of  his  native 
land  which  wore  a  golden  hue  Gowden  Gibbie  was  ao* 
painted.  Of  every  tower  razed,  or  castle  suddenly 
denolfshed,  he  had  note,  and  could  guess  in  what 
choked-up  well  or  nndisoovered  dungeon  .the  old  gov* 
emors  hid  hid  their  wealth.  He  had  some  suspicions, 
too,  that  the  legend  did  not  much  err  which  gave  to  those 
treasures  a  dra^*on  or  »  devil  Ibr  a  keeper,  and  he  fre* 
quently  lamented  the  obduracy /of  the  fiend  which  kept 
the  money  from  citenladng  and  making  an  honest  inter- 
est. Of  the  wealth,  too,  which  the  earth  concealed  in 
her  bosom  he  had  most  magnificent  ideas,  and  declared 
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diftt  the  MamiDoa  of  Milton  wm  well  aeqliainted  with 
the  naUind  tif  asures  a(  creatioa  when  he  noted  the 
^ace  of  Lucifer.  Every  rivutet  witW  yellow  sand  had 
Its  source,  he  heiievedt  in  a  vein  of  goldt  and  every  hiQ 
was,  in  his  fancy,  one  of  nature's  sUongboxes  filled  with 
unsummable  Measure.  Of  ladies  with  golden  looks,  of 
Streams  with  golden  sands,  and  c^  suns  with  golden 
beams,  he  loved  to  sing»  A.t  the  age  of  forty,  the  Uirone 
«f  all  .other  passions  and  feelings  was  vacated  in  his 
Imsooi  to  make  way  for  tl^  demon  of  lucre,  who,  large 
as  the  image  on  the  plains  of  Dura,  sat  triiunphing  over 
bio^  beact  and  souk 


CHAPTER  n. 

Now,  it  came  to  pass,  one  fine  summet^s  day,  nigh 
sunset,  that  Gowden  Gibbie  was  walking 'among  ms 
glens  and  hiUs,  looking  at  his  flocks,  mA  calculating 
tba  highest  possible  produce  of  carcass  and  fieeee* 
He  loved  to  wander  there,  for  in  the  days  of  the  cooi* 
mons'  king,  James  the  Fifth,  mines  had  been  sunk,  and 
the  wimble  of  the  explorer  had  gone  deep  into  the  hills. 
Tradition  supplied  what  history'  had  forgotten,  and 
•poke  jof  the  cart  and  the  cartloads  of  golden  ore  which 
the  royal  speculator  extracted  and  converted  into  broai 
bonnet-pieces.  .  Civil  wans  bad  come  in  the  days  of  his 
daughter — the  miners  were  dispersed  or  siain«^ibs 
ibliy  or  the  pi^icy  of  the  victors  closed  up  the  vems  of 
wealth  which  wisdom  had  opened,  and  time  had  effaced 
and  the  plough  had  obliterated  all  traces  of  the  miner's 
pick  ami  spa^e^  One  little  spring  well,  at  wbich  the 
millers  drank  and  washed  their  ore,  was  still  pointed 
out  by  the  peasantry,  and  there  Gowden  Gibbie  loved 
40  sit  and  to  drink  also.  He  was  now. on  his  way  to 
ibe  well,  and  thinking  as  be.  went  on  the  gold  which 
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the  liiH  had  ^^elded  and  tlife  fbmitain  had  tra8hecl,-^hd 
looked  up  and  saw  that  a  stranger  was  biifore  him. 

A  man  sat  by  the  miners'  well,  stricken  somewhat 
in  years,  with  an  abundance  of  white  hair,  partly  covered 
by  a  ^>ecies  of  turban  or  bonnet ;  his  shoes  were  dusty 
with  trayeUing*— he  carried  a  strong  p&estaff  in  one  ^ 
hand,  and  wi^  the  other  sij^ped  water  from  the  little 
spring.  Gowden  Gibbie  noted  this  sipping  of  water 
from  the  palm  of  the  hand  among  his  maxims  tff 
practieal  thrift,  and  fidVaneed  slowly  toWtttds  tire 
stranger.         . 

The  wanderer  spoke  first.  <*  There  is  a^  treasut^ 
here,  friend— e'en  one  of  the  best  treasures  of  Provi- 
dence. This  little  well  is  unto  me  as  the  melted 
silver,  and  this  hill,  on  which  Jthc  setting  sun  is  shining, 
glows  like  unto  the  fine  and  the  fused  gold.** 

Gibbie  gloried  in  words  such  as  these — he  looked 
wistfully  on  the  stranger,  and  thought  him  either  the 
spirit  of  one  of  the  old  miners  returned  to  take  another 
glance  at  the  seams  of  gold,  or  a  man  endowed  with 
ihai  profitable:  sort  of  knowledge  which  points,  I^e  the 
diviner's  hazel-rod,  to  conceded  treasures.  He  loolied 
op.  the  wellv  and  thought  it  had  a  rhff  silvery4ike 
i^oadde^^he  looked  on  the  hill,  whtire  the  sun  still 
lingered,  and  theught  that'  it  looked  yellower  than  he 
bad. ever  seen  it ;  and  he  looked  on  tl^  old  man,  ietnd 
thought  that  in  his  eye  there  Was  a  consciousness  that 
gold  was  m  the  land. 

'♦Gold,  did  ye  sayr  quoth  Gowden  Gibbie;  •♦ay, 
111  warrant  there's  that,  and  of  the  purest-^and  no  sae 
deep  .down  iieither>-^hoiigh  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever 
tend  any,  and  deeply  have  I  dug.  Mines  were  here 
of  old,  and  metal,  precious  metal,  was  found  of  « 
Burety.  A  grand  queen  ]0f  some  far^ff  land  had  u 
chain  made  on't — a  load,  I'm  told,  more  fit  for  a  horse 
than  a  hussy — ^it  was  a  present,  amd  that  was  warst, 
from  ane  of  our  auld-warld  kings,  and  therefore  a  dear 
loss  to  the  country: — ^but  touching  the  hill!" 

*«  Ay !  touching  the  hill,"  said  the  stranger,  fixing  Ins 
keen  eyes  on  Gowden  Oibhie;  *««ha«  are  stories  can 
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be  told  of  it  would  make  the  deaf  hear.  Bdt  fewete 
■bout  to  apeak  of  it-^-saj  ott." 

**  indeed,  fiiead,"  quoth  Gilbert^  **I  have  naught  to 
wy  coQcenu&g  k ;  the  hill  i»  no  worse  than  other  hUls, 
«»*-greea  hi  fltuminer  and  brown  in  wmt^.  How  manjr 
score  of  sheep  think  ye  now  it  will  feed  V*  * 

The  stranger  sprang  to  his  fig'et  ^  Qowden  Gibbie,** 
be  cried,  **  tlum  art  a  sordid  person,  and  knowest  not 
the  blessing  whbh  this  hifi  contains.  See !  the  golden 
ennbeam  love»  to  linger  oH  its  suttnnt«--«Eow  ye  that  k 
is  not  attracted  there  by  the  precioHs  metal !  The  sua 
is  a  wise  plaaet««^he  loves  to  shine  where  there  ate 
xaitt  stones  of  vast  prise,  and  where  there  are  veins  of 
liqnid  goki  eircalating  thvoQgh  ^e  eaitdi,  even  as  life\»> 
Uood  eirsuktes  in  f£t  human  body.** 

^i  have  ye  now  \  I  have  ye  now  f  shouted  Gibbie; 
"^O !  precious  man  f  O  wordiy  stranger !  Every  wosd 
ye  speak  is  as  dropped  hone^.  Liqu^  gold  T  I  likeihb 
woids,  and  weel  can  ]  support  them.  Listen  to  me 
Ibis  way.  The  very  teeth  of  my  sheep,  which  graze 
CO  this  h%  are  gfit  as  with  gold,  wiiiie  the  teeth  of  afl 
those  which  graze  on  &e  other  hills  are  as  white  as 
ifory.  Ill  warrant  there's  liquid  gold  in  the  hill.  A 
sermon  on  the  sinfiihiesB  of  riches  wiU  not  drive  it  cmt 
of  my  head*'' 

Tbe  stranger  looked  on  Gibbie  for  a  minute's  space 
or  so,  during  which  he  seemed  to  take  careftd  measure 
of  h»  contracted  soul.  *^  AU  this  is  no  news  to  mer" 
be  said.  ^  When  I  dwelt  on  the  banks  of  the  Tigris, 
some  seventy  years  ago,  this  hill  oi  tiiine  was  weH 
known.  We  called  it  the  Golden  ifiU.  Meikle  have 
I  heard  the  Cham  of  Tattary  speak,  concerning  it,  as 
well  as  his  second  cousin  the  Sultan  Cream-Cann- 
Calegorie-Ooolie  Khan.  The  crown  which  he  woro 
was  made  from  its  geld." 

•^N^bntthe  like  of  that  now!^  esclaimed  Gibbie; 
«*wlie  ooidd  have  dreaomed  of  thatt  The  Khan  of 
Tartaiy  to  ken  of  my  hill  t  and  his  cousin, — said  ye 
his  cousin  !->-to  have  his  crown  made  out  of  our  native 
gowd!  And  sefimty  years  einee  ye  dw^  on  the 
Ad  > 
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Tigns  I  Wowy-man^biit  ye  look  fresh  and  h^  1  Tha 
land  must  be  favourable  to  poor  human  natinre — ^not 
like  this  termagant  country  which  freezes  and  drbwns 
us,  and  then  whips  us  away  in  the  pride  of  life,  and 
sends  us  to  the  dowie  churchyard,  and  no  a  penny  ia 
our  pockett" 

**  Peace,  peace,**  said  the  stranger,  holding  up  his 
head*  *^Ye  midtiply  vain  words,  and  sport  with 
precious  time ;  mark  what  I  say.  Thb  hill  fumtshed 
gold  to  the  wise  mm  of  other  days,  and  woiM  do  so 
again,  wei^  wise  m&k  to  make  the  triaL  All  that  k 
produces  savours  of  the  preoious  metal  whii^  it  coi^ 
tains.  The  grass  which  covers  it  has  a  yellow  hue, 
and  the  tee&  of  the  «^eep  whidli  it  feeds  are  plated 
with  pure  gold.  But  its  ore  is  not  like  that  of  other 
mines.  The  'gold  which  circulaftes  in  its  veias  is 
inelted,  and  may  not  be  extracted  by  ordinary  means. 
IHg  the  pit — sii^  the  shaft — ^form  the  gallery — hn^ 
out  the  ^ttering  treasure  to  the  air,  ami  try  to  wai^ 
and  purUy  it,  uid,  lo!  it  will  shde  away  like  water 
through  the  miner's  sieve,  and  ming^  again  witjb  the 
moist  elements — ^it  is  liquid  gold — hoiW  often  shall  I 
repeat  it  ?  Yet  wisdom  can  do  much,  and  patience  can 
do  more ;  and  the  charms  which  the  Sultan  Cream- 
Cann-Categorie-Coolie  Khan  taught  me  can  do  more 
than  both.  But  I  am  wasting  my  time  on  a  man  dull 
and  obtuse,  whose  sordid  «oul  knows  no  better  way  of 
gathering  gain  than  by  the  fleece  of  the  sheftp  and  th» 
pound  of  tarry  wool.  I  must  be  gOne,  far  have  I  ceme, 
— ^farther  have  I  to  go— I  anv  old,  wearied,  thirs^, 
hungry,^  the  portable  gold  which  this  hill  contains 
is  not  in  my  sig^t  as  precious  as  .a  mouthful  of  supper 
and  a  cup  of  pleasant  drink." 

Gowden  Gibbie  had  listened  to  sermons^  but  never 
to  a  sermon  such  as  this.  His  sense  of  immediaie 
loss  was  swallowed  up  by  the  hope  of  immense  future 
profit ;  he  conceived  that  the  stranger  was  master  of 
tl;ie  secret  of  persuading  the  hill  to  give  up  its  gold, 
and  that  he  had  the  resistless  charm  taught  by 
the  incomparable  Sultan  Gream-Gann-Categorie-CcoUe 
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IDlftn,  a  loHj^  name,  which  he  loved  to  ffntoowcke^^ 
there  seemed  a  spell  in  the  sound.  AVith  the  hope  of 
obtaining  tlie  magic  key  which  would  unlock  the  whole 
treasure  of  mammon,  he  took  the  stranger  by  the  hand 
aa  firmly  as  a  well^Ued  purse,  and  said,  '^Sueh  a 
story  as  yours!  nay,  but  we  may  not  part!  come 
borne  with  me, — ^ye  shall  have  a  mouthful  of  supper 
and  something  to  drink ;  we  can  talk  atween  handis  of 
the  treasures  of  this  hill,  and  of  the  wisdom  required  to 
lobtam  it " 

The  stranger  uttered  not  a  word,  but  followed  his 
new  acquaintance. 

■*  Aweel  now,**  said  Gibbie,  as  he  led  the  way  to  his 
house,  *Hhis  art  of  yours  is  truly  wonderfuL  And  ye 
learned  it  on  the  Tigris;  did  ye,  seventy  years  since  ? 
Ye  cannot  well  be  less  thtfn  ei^ity  y^ars  old — ^ye  are 
a  wonderful  body — ye  take  a  long  step,  and  set  down 
your  foot  like  a  pavior's  rammer.^ 

**  Eighty  years  old,**  replied  the  wise  man  from<  the 
Tigris^  **when  I  saw  eighty ^years^  these  snow-locka 
were  btaok  as  the  wing  of  the  raven.  Many  a  sad  day 
have  I  seen,  and  many  a  king's  reign  on  the  earth  since 
then.  And  so  this  is  your  house^^-beneath  its  lintel  I 
may  lioC  -fitter  tiH  I.  have  said  six  several  prayers. 
Three  for  protecticm  from  the  snaves  of  man,  and  three 
ibir  pfotectiAr  from  the  wiles  of  w<Nnen.  I  have  suf- 
fered sadly  in  my  time  from  both.**  -  - 

*<'Say  t^  three'  first  if  ye  like,"  said  Gibbie,  with 
a  ehnckling  smile, — ^the  three  latter  are  needless. 
Woman's  foot  has  not  crossed  my  threshold  these 
fifleen  Tears»  and  never  shall,  till  I  am  stiff  and 
stpstehed.  She  fo  a  oapridous  and  an  expensive  crea- 
ture— ^has  arts  and  ways  a  weak  man  like  me  canna 
wdl  withstand.'* 

"  You  are  a  fbrtuniite  person,''  said  this  wise  man 
of  the>east;  «'and  I  am  fortunate  in  having  found  you." 

'**Nbw,"  said  GibMe  to  liis  guest,  as  soon  as  he  was 
seated,  *^  ye  maun  ken  that  it  is  but  to  the  wise  and  the 
prudent  I  lift  my  doorlatch,  and  spread  on  my  table  the 
Ailness  of  my  house.    Cursed  be  he  who  shuts  his 
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lieajrt  aad  doses  Ins  door  ofi  knowledge  sudi  as  yvws, 
8up  of  that  dish — it  is  porridge  maife  of  the  best  of 
com  and  pure.wttter; — ^a  primttife  aod  a  whoiesome 
dish.  Drink  also  of  that  milk,fix>m  which  with  a  eai«h 
£]lhand  the  cream  has  been  remoYed;  it  ift  a  paiari- 
archal  bererage,  and  has  the  sanctton  of  Seripture.  I 
nerer  pour  stimulating  liquors  into  the  veins  of  jmf 
guests,  nor  give  them  «pLced  and  drugged  iood  to  shut 
up  the  sweet  sympathies  of  bmmaH  natqre.^ 

**You  are  wise  and  you  are  prudent,"  said  tlm 
stranger*  He  tried  a  spoonftU  of  porridge  and  seey^ed 
to  swallow  thistles — then  threw  the  spoon  dowui 
and  instantly  said,- *^  Is  the  mosa  risen  t*— lode  and 


Gowden  Gibiiie  was  ^lad  to  see  his  guest  tbrbeaf 
hia  supper;  h^  thought  this  inquiry  ooncemiog  the 
moon  looked  like  a  commencement*  oA  the  matter«<tf 
the  gold;  he  hastened  to  the  door  and  caed,  **0!  a 
moon,  a  glorious  moon,  as  bright  as  gold  and  as  ^oand 
as  a  guinea — die  is  scarce  a  hand^  breadth  aboop 
&e  hill ;  as  ye  have  (fone  with  supper  ye  may  eama 
and  see  her ;  she  gleams  on  the  summiiH^.tlia  hU  ISml 
a  new  gilt  weath»cock#" 

The  vVery  dung  I  waAt,'' said  the  straofir  ^  «*  oQma 
m,  take  your  seat :  now  look  at  me." 

With  a  quiet  and  a  curious  look  did  Oibhio  of  Ad 
Golden-hill  regard  the  stranger^  who  thus  addre8S^d 
him:  ^Ihave.  work  to  do^  in  a  far  land  before  yon 
moon  sinks  mto  the  sea,  and  my  words  must  necesr 
iarily  be  few  and  my  stay  short.  I  wpiM  fain  requite 
your  hospitality  by  teaching  y^ou  what  I  have  never  bor 
fere  taught  man-^^he  hidden  mystery  <lf  obCaining  li((|Hid 
gold.    Have  ye  any  b^e^hives  f 

Gibbie  stared — ^but  answered,  *'Half  a  dosea,  and 
thriving  ones,— whereibw  d'ye  ask  ?" 

^  Because,'*  said  the  other,  "  they  gather  gold  from 
the  flowers  of  the  hill,**-I>id  you  never  ti^to  of  the 
honey  yourself?" 

"Never  but  once,"  answered  Gibbie,  « and  that  was 
when  I  had  a  sore  cough*    Swallowing  honey  is}tke 
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dliiikiiig  silver — it  is  half  a  erown  tke  chappiB,  maritet 
price— de'il  a  penny  less." 

'^It  is  not  only  swallowing  silTor,"  rejdied  the 
stmnger,  **but  it  k  swallowing  gold— that  I  could 
easily  prove  ;  however,  let  it  pass,  and  now  attend.  I 
ean  teach  you  the  way  to  draw  gold  from  the  hill  as 
readily  a^  blood  can  be  drat^n  by  leech  or  lancet  from 
a  man*s  body :  an  art  which  I  learned,  it  matters  not 
how." 

**  Not  one  brass  bodle,*  said  Gowden  Gibbie ;  **it  is 
a  good  art  which  leaches  valuable  knowledge,  and 
must  come  ^m  a  pure  source :  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  anent  that." 

«<  That  shortens  our  work,"  said  the  odier.  **  Well, 
I  learned  the  art  from  the  Sultan  Cream^ani*Cate- 
gorie-Coolie  Khan,  who  is  a  heathen  pnnce,  and  as  I 
thought  yoti  were  a  religioius  man,  ye  Hiight  be  seni- 
pulous  concerning  the  sources." 

'^Moijreligioasr  eKclaimedOtkybie,  ^  and  scrupulous 
too !  na — ^na— ^religion  shall  never  mar  the  making  of 
pttre  gold,  though  me  fiend  himself  hold  the  erucibk  to 
melt  it — na !  na !  I  am  soft  of  heart,  it  may  be — and 
am  sometimes  led  by  ^e  tenderness  of  my  nature  into 
expensive  acts  of  hospitality^ — and  even  at  a  fair,  or 
some  such  occasion,  I  have  squandered  a  whole  gray 
groat  without  remorse— yet  I' was  never  weak  on  the 
devout  skle.  It's  a  sad  matter  to  give  away,  as  they 
do.  besooth  the  stream  there,  the  tenth  of  a  man's 
wealth  to  a  spurred  and  booted  divine,  when  a  shod 
prayer,  and  a  bawbee  pruden^  given,  might  do  the 
necMtful  for  the  future  state.  Fm  saying — ihe  tithe  of 
this  golden  hill  of  ours  wiU  be  a  bonnie  penny!" 

*«The  tkhe  will  be  immense,"  replied  Uie  other; 
■•but  my  secret,  to^  be  effectual,  must  be  seeretly 
wrought; — the  church  cannotr— 4my,  must  net  know 
what  we  are  about,  else  the  whdte  spell  wffl  be  as 
moonriiiiie." 

**  I  see !  I  see !"  cried  Qowden  Gibbie,—**  I  have  ye 
now — ^I  haire  ye  noW'  it's  a  deep  one  l--4t  will  do- 
it wiB  do<«-iiol  that  I  am  averse  to  let  the  eh«ch  ha«e 
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her  regular  dues,  ye  see;  but  when  one  really  can 
keep  gold  from  her  clutch,  it's  renderiug  her  a  Christiaa 
service — ^for  she  is  so  rich,  and  so  puSed  up,  that  I  am 
not  so  sure  but  they  are  her  kindest  friends  who  keep 
her  cup  from  running  over." 

^^  Peace,  peaee  !'>  exclaimed  the  stranger,  ^Hruce  to 
these  vain  worjs ;  this  is  work  that  may  not  be  done 
lightly.  Whatever  I  say  must  be  done  willingly :  one 
murmur,  and  the  spell  is  dissolved  and  your  fortune 
crossed.  Have  fortitude,  and  ye  shall  be  richer  than 
Solomon ;  murmur  or  complain,  and  be  as  ye  are  now. 
These  are  the  conditions,  and  they  are  not  hard  ones.** 

"Proceed,**  cried  Gowden  Gibbie,  "I  think  I  can 
stand  it.  Rkher  than  Solomon!  what  .a  bribe!  But 
bide  ye,  iriend ;  will  ye  need  any  gold  in,  the  experi- 
ment ?  It*s  a  sc^ee  article,  and  hard  to  get;  and  now 
I  thank  on*t,  there's  a  law  against  melting  down  his 
majesty's  image." 

-*'  Thy  gold  is  as  dross,  and  thou  art  as  a  .g^n  of 
dust !"  exclaimed  this  alrange  magician,  looking  at  his 
entertainer  sternly;  '*do  as  I  bid  you,  and  beware 
murmuring;  and  mark  me,  should  you  desire  to  speak 
to  me,  say  Ulack, — ^I  am  knows  by  that  name  at  the 
court  of  Prince  Cream«Cann<^ategorie-Coolie  Khan,  in 
the  land  of  Bassarabia." 

**0.  Ulack,  wondrous  Ulack,"  said  Gibbie,  "bear 
wiA  me,  I  pray  you ;  remember  that  my  patience  has 
never  been  sobered  down  by  woman,  and  that  I  have 
hitherto,  enjoyed  my  own  free*will." 

"I  forgive  you,"  said  Ulack,  " though  it  might  have 
been  better  for  the  accomplishment  of  our  undertaking, 
hadst  thou  been,  disciplmed  by  the  matrinumial  curb : 
noVs  the  time;  put  more  fudi  on  the  fire, — more, 
more ;  ay,  that  will  do,  though  more  may  be  necessary 
before  we  have  done." 

"  It  is  the  heat  of  summer,"  muttered  Gibbie  to  him- 
self, "  and  a  large  fire  is  really  sinful,  but  the  Goklen- 
hill  shall  pay  for  tlus  wastery." 

**  Confound  your  duty  turf,"  cried  Ulack,  as  Gibbie 
began  to  place  peats  on  the  hearthi  ««do«t  ^iidge  the 
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dried  Wood  and*  the  kindliest  coal  to  make  saevifiee 
to  the  powers  of  the  mine  ?** 

"Lord,  what  a  waster,"  murmured  the  other;  "but 
inrhen  pure  gold  will  come  running  upon  me  like  a  river, 
I  shouldna  grudge  some  wee  expense,  yet  making  a 
fire  of  dried  wood  is  like  burning  bank  notes."  Ulack 
held  up  his  hand,  and  Gibbie*s  lips  ceased  moving. 

The  fire,  composed  solely  of  fine  dry  wood,  soon 
brightened  up.  Ulack  took  out  a  small  bottle,  dropped 
seven  drops  of  liquid  upon  the  flame,  and  said,  "Cut 
seven  coUops,  and  no  more,  frotn  the  middle  of  that 
ham  which  hangs  so  brown  in  the  chimney;  knowledge 
such  as  mine  cat^not  be  transfiared  wi^ot  fitting 
sacrifice." 

Gibbie  took  a  shsup  knife,  cut  deep,  and  spared  not ; 
mentdly  cursing  the  expensiveness  of  the  secret,  and 
resolving  to  eat  the  chief  share  himself. 

"Carefully  and  properly  done,"  eohtinued  Ufackt 
"now,  dress  them  on. the  embers,  and  place  them  cm 
the  table  with  bread  and  sah." 

Gibbie  laid  the  coUops  on  the  glowing  embers  of  liis 
precious  wood-fire,  cooked  them  to  a  turn,  and  set  them 
smoking  and  savoury  on  the '  table  al6ng  wifh  bread 
and  salt. 

"Fil!  that  vessel  with  pure  ale,"  said  the  magician, 
•'  the  true  ofispring  of  barley  and  hops." 

"  He  will  drmk  me  out  and  eat  me  out  of  house  and 
inheritance,"  groaned  Gowden  Gibbie;  "but  the  hill 
shall  make  amends,  T  shall  draw  the  gowd  from  it  as^  I 
draw  ale  with  this  spigot  and  faucet;  yet,  after  &% 
\ehat*s  a  bite  and  sup  compared  to  a  secret  such 
as  his." 

He  drew  the  afe,  and  placing  it  on  the  table,  went 
on.  "  There !  better  never  foamed  in  silver  or  horn :  I 
brewed  it  with  my  own  hands,  and  full  seven  years 
has  it  stood  mitouched ;  see  v^hat  a  head  it  carries ;  I 
never  had  the  heart  to  tap  it  before.  But  be  ye  man 
or  magician,  beware  how  ye  drink  it,  it^s  as  strong  as 
gunpowder.  D'ye  no  think  now,  but  surely  ye  ken 
best,  that  water  would  have  done  as  weel  t     No  that 
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I  i^rudge  ale,  oiAy  water  is  sae  han^,  and  there  k  nuMi 
past  my  door  pure  isls  melted  silver/ 

«« Peace !  peace  I**  said  Ulack,  setting  at  the  same  time 
the  flagon  to  bis  mouth.  With  slow  and  protracted 
eatisfacUon  he  drained  it  dry,  wiped  the  foam  from  his 
lips,  gathered  breath,  and  said,  ^  Water  for  lead,  ale  for 
copper,  whiskey  for  silver,  but  brandy  for  pure  gold. 
Bach  is  my  creed,  and  such  is  the  true  spirit  of  my 
apelL  Water !  I  love  water ;  give  me  water ;  I  love  it 
for  its  purity,  and  drink  it  for  its  own  sake ;  stronger 
liquor  I  drink  for  the  sake  of  others :  so  give  me  water.** 

**  Vm  thinking  nx>w,'*  said  Gibhie,  pondering  hiurriedly 
over  the  scale  of  gain  which  Ulack  descru>ed,  ^Vm 
thinking  now  that  something  warmer  and  more  comfort- 
•iBg  would  suit  better  with  your  season  of  life*  Water 
is  chilly  '^  ale  confuses  the  brain  and  begets  dulness; 
wine  is  good,  buti  it  is  wholly  out.  of  the  question,  it 
never  crossed  ray  lips ;  whiskey  bums  like  devounng 
£re,  and  moreover  cmly  produces  silver;  but  brandy !  I 
have  some  brandy, — that  is  a  hlessing :  will  the  sp^ 
migShr  from  its  being  smuggled  t** 
^.  **  Axt  surely,**  answered  Ulack,  **  ihat  is  a  diminution 
of  its  virtue ;  but  we  must  e*en  use  the  more  on't — that, 
however,  I  am  willing  to  do ;  so  produce  the  smuggler's 
gardavine,  whjbch  stands  in  the  nook  of  your  chamber 
beside  the  oaken  ohest,  where  your  bills  and  bonds  are 
kept ;  be  handy  and  let  us  have  it — ^time  flies.** 

Away  went  Gibbie  to  his  secret  chainber,  and  groping 
out  the  gardavine,  muttered  as  he  returned,  '^  This  man 
Ulack  knows  all  things.  I  wonder  now  if  he  could 
eonstrttct  a  magic  trap  to  catch  coined  ^Id  and  rights 
of  estates  as  easily  as  he  can  gather  m  this  subter- 
xanean  harvest  of  the  natural  riches  .of  the  earth.  That 
would  be  a  secret  worth  knowing  4  I  could  afford  to 
treat  him  well  in  such  an  undertaking ;  it  would  raise 
the  value  of  .money  in  he  land — ^tl^  rate  of  interest 
would  rise.** 

**  Come,  come,  thou  parsimonious  reptile  !*'  shouted 
Ulack,  **  thou  wilt  lose  present  gain  imagining  future 
pro^i^   Come,  come,  the  art  is  an  innocent  art ;  it  only 
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Ifeals  riches  fh)m  the  lap  of  client  Batiire»  accotdiag 
to  scnpturtd  -permission ;  and  were  I  to  try  to  turn  dbe 
strength  of  my  airt  to  such  evil  porposes  as  :siiit  thy  sor- 
did views,  few  wocdd  be  my  days-,  and  sadden  woidd 
be  my  doom." 

^  Ulack !''  cried  Gibbie,  **ntaak  who  kawws  all  Hhinga ! 
forgive  me,  for  I  but  thought  it  |  aad  unerase*  thoughts 
will  rise  with  the  wisest." 

^  Fill  that  cup  with  brandy ;  see  that  ye  spill  not  one 
drop,  and  yet  the  cup  must  be  full." 

Gowden  Gibbie  poui<ed  kt  the  liquor  with  .a  look  •£ 
sueh  tiftdissembled  sorrow  ^t  the  diops  seemed  to  be 
coming  from  his  heart.  ^Itis  enough,"  said  Uladc; 
**'  now  place  it  on  Uie  boani  beside  these  emokmgi  col^ 
lops,  and  ask  a  blessin?;  forail  musf  be  done  vevereotly." 
Gowden  Gibbie  asked  abllsssingi  a  thing  not  common 
with  him ;  and  as  the  last  words  died-  oa  his  lips,  he 
stretched  out  his  ea^er  hands  to  the  bread  and  meat. 

^All  on  that  board,"  said  Ulaek,  ^yea,  smd  nradk 
more  is  necessary  for  the  furtherance  of  your  fortune ; 
h  is  required  fo  eompleie  th&spelk  Eat  np  and  drink 
up  thy  wealth,  if  thou  wilt ;  your  liable  is  an  eacact  sya»» 
bol  df  sueoesa  in  thid  matter. .  It  is  heaped,  and  thecup 
is  running  over ;  in  like*«iaBneT  will  gold'ceaie  with.an 
oveifloWi  But  for  6very  mou^lof  that  food  Which 
ye  eat^  and  every  drop  of  that  ifquor  which  ye  drink,  so 
will  ye  lose  in  proportion  of  tiie  blessing  whidi  wiU 
come  upon  you.  lialf  of  that  cup  of  brandy,  and  half 
these  collops  (and  savoury  Uiey  are),  would. cost  you 
half  the  gold  of  the  hilL  This  is  a  matter  of  nndtsputed 
calculation,  and  I  remember  what,  befell  the  wise  Prime 
<3i^m-Cann-Gat<gorie*Ooo)ie''Khaa  in  the  first  of  his 
wondrous  experiments."  »     r      •  . 

'  <«  Ulack,"  cried  Gibbie,  interrupting  him,  <«I  belief  e 
— ^t  submit — it  seems  a  plain  parable.  Bless  me,  bat 
this  knowledge  is  a  mysterious-  thing !  I  can  make 
oaten  cake  aad  fair  spring  water  serve  my  turn.!*    - 

*^l  make  you  welcome  to  the  pure'  wato*  and  the 
wholesome  bread,"  said  Ulack;  *'it  is  well  with  us  that 
our  work  permits  thee  such  viands.    I  am,  alas  I  ander 
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andertaktng,  to  diink,  eontrary  to  3ie  wiahes  of  aatmi^ 
of  the  liqiml  called  brandy.^  He  took  up  the  cup,  and 
wnptied  it  at  one  breathing.  *'  hbm  T  continued  he» 
**  that  I  should  have  to  open  my  mouth  dius  wide  for 
others'  good, -and  swdJow  what  will  harm  me  to  bring 
food  tetane  to.  a  stiranger  I  but  what  ia»  is ;  -and  what 
must  be,  wlU  be ;  I  must  eat,  too,  -by  a  aimilar  dispei»- 
aadoo*"  He  todL  up  a  knHe  adod  fork,  aad  isollqi  after 
coUop  disappeared:  he  crowned  the  whole  with  a 
scoomI  iowing  bmnp^  of  brandy. 

1^  patience  tif  Gowden  Gtbbie  began  to  gvre  way 
^•*4he  large  promiaea  and  the  serions  awaUow  of  Ulack 
were  weired  in  the  balance,.aQd  nothing  could  be  more 
nicely  ax^iisted  ;'-^he  present  loss  was  certain,  the  fit 
tore  gain  teisure.    He  eaidd.  suffer  110  longer* 

*«Ulack^  or  whatever  they  call  thee,'^  said  Gibbie^ 
■*bite  aboot  is  fair  play  all  the  world  over;  ye  are 
drinking  my  ide  like  ditch-water,  gidpiog  my  brandy, 
and  swallowing  gude  hung  meat  b^  the  Scotch  pound^ 
and  all  under  pretekiee  of  making  my  i^rtiiifee*  If  yt 
can  do  me  good,  do  it  in  the  devil's  name* — ^that  I  should 
take  his  naode  atween.  christened  |ip9 ! — and  no  sit  and 
swallow  mff  hard^won  inheritance  up.** 

^  That's  one  whole  year  added  to  the  period  ci  the 
fulfilment  of  the  spell,''!  said  Uiaek;  <'did  I  not  warn 
thee  against  minrriiuring  tod  repining!  You  love  gold 
•-*-yonr  life  is  dedicated  to  the  Service  of  mammon--— 
thou  wouldst  wittingly  pawn  thy  everlasting  souj  m  the 
aoqumemem  of  wealth ;  ytit  in  gaining  it;^  Sum  will  ncjt 
be  as  patient  as  tiiou  -art  in  shearing  the  fleeee  or  in 
passing  the  oheeae. '  Thy  afalful  repiniag  has  lei^[di> 
ened  the  time  of  the  spell  to  t^to  yewl  instead  of  one*^ 
And  having  uttered  tfais'«ddifkmal  ora<He,  he  helped  him- 
adfto  athird  glassi. 

^  O,  Ulack,''«isdRinied  Gtbbie,  in  eocqukite  bitterness 
of  soul, «« drink  as  ye  lake,  eat^  aa  ye  like,  but  tell  me»  1 
entreat  you,  what  3roa  are  going  4o  do  with  the  empty 
beehive  which  you  have  takieii  frmn  its  place  and  set  on 
^knioorbasidByou.    Gfacionaine!  wiHyomNuMoAtf 
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bniriFW  a  a0iiMle0»aUp  of  pkttt^d  strew!    Nail 
am  mined  now,  ruined  now." 

Ulackf  wlio  had  poured  aome  brandy  into  the  empty 
hive,  and  shaken  it  round  with  great  anxiety*  looked  up, 
and  said,  ^  That's  another  year  added  to  the  ipell;  it 
was  lately  two,  now  it  is  llu-ee.  O,  manl  manl  how 
loolishly  dost  thou  put  thy  foot  into  the  fountain  of  thy 
fortune  1    Gooq»'' 

**  I  beseech  yo«,  Ulad^"  said  Gibbie,  **  to  bear  witb 
ine,  and  be  nwyrciful.  Bear  with  the  impatience  of  a 
poor  penniless  mortal,. who  would  liain  tarn  his  groat 
into  a  guinea  in  a  quiet  and  honest  way*" 
,  >*  PennSeaa  mortal  T  aaid  Ulack,  wi&a  sneer ;  ^  dottt 
ihou.  think,  man,  that  i  idon't  kix>w  Gowden  Oibbie? 
thou  art  as  well  known  at  the  foot  of  Caucpsus  and  oa 
the  plains  oC  Tadmor  as  thou  art  in  ,thy  native  vale* 
Did  not  Pnace<^ream-Cann-Categorie-Qoolie  Khan  say 
to  me,  *  On  the  Scottish  border  lives  one  whom  men  caU 
Gowd«n  Gibbie.  a  sordid  and  miseriy  mortal,  and  yet 
owner  «f  the  hill  which  contains  the  liquid  gold  1  He 
bath  of  InlU  and  bonds  three. thousand  pounds  and  odd» 
contained  in  a  black  print  Bible,  in  an  oaken  chest ;  and 
in  the  same  room  which  holds  the  said  chest  stands  an- 
4Mher  stcongbox  which  belonged  of  old  to  an  English 
abbot,  in  token  of  which,  a  mitre  and  cross  are  carved 
on  the  lid, — there  hath  he  stowedaway  full  Meen  hanr 
Axed  spade  guineas.  Go  to  him,  and  work  out  this 
grand  spell,  which  is  to  suck  the  solid  gold  out  of  the 
earth*  Thou  wilt  readily  know  him;  he  is  called  the 
churl  and  the  miser :  yet  hath  fortune  placed  him  upon 
this  splendid  inheritanc&V  Go  to,  man,  don't  talk  of 
being  penniless  to.  mc.** 

Sorely  grieved,,  Gowden  Gibbie,  when  h^  heard  ;this 
aecfirate  inventory  recited  of  his  wealth,  a  shadow  of 
i|uspicion  overclouded  for  a  moment  his  brow;  he 
thought,  ^Can  this  man  have  gained  his  knowledge  by 
magic  or  by  personal  exandnation !"  and  he  looked  oa 
XJlack  as  if  he  would  have  looked  him  through ;  but  his 
long  white  hair,  sun-burnt  complexion,  and  patriarchal 
look  baffled  all  surmises,  aad  he  was  lost  in  wonder  al 
auch  unheaidof  knowledge. 
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TJIack  sMtiied  msm^  to  think  ^at  it  -ma  time  %o  shift 
the  scene  of  operations ;  he  lifted  the  enipiy  hive  w^ 
isaid,  "The  hour  is  at  hand,  bring  brandy  and  bring 
ale,  and  take  that  spade  atid  come  iidth  me,  and  see 
that  ye  walk  in  my  shadow,  and  stop  when  I  stop. 
Time  is,  and  time  eomes  not  again;*^ 

At  this  moment  the  latch  was  raised,  when  a  strange 
man,  hot  with  running,  came  in  and  said,  **  He's  gaun 
gear,  gaun  gear,  gude  advice  caima  hand  hini;  he 
winna  shoot  oure  the  twalt  hour;  he  giips  at  the 
Mankets,  and  cries  ont  about  the  gear  he  mauii  leave; 
he^s  lying  with  a  bag  o'  gowd  in  his  hand  and  ani^er 
at  his  head,  and  easting  it  awa  in  handfuls.  Pm  ill 
awa  when  spade  guineas  are  fleeing.  Oomef,lbif  gttde- 
sake  come ;  d'ye  think  the  man's  breath  Will  «tay  your 
time ;  come,  Can  ye  no  come,  and  say  a  soothing  word 
or  sae  by  way  o'  prayer;  ye  ken  he's  ay  charmed 
with  your  words.** 

Gibbie  looked  earnestly  in  the  fkc6  of  this  eager 
messenger,  and  said,  **  Wha  niay  ye  be  now,  and  whA 
is  the  man  that  ye  summoft  me  'to  see  with  such  a 
clamorous  tongue?  It  canna  be  that  auld  Sicker 
Sawney  is  going  at  last  ?*' 

**My  certa  lad,"  said  the  intruder,  "ye  Sicker 
Sawney  weel:  can  ye  nfo  gie  douce  fowk  their  aih 
christened  name?  My  master's  name  is  Alexand^ 
Moneys,  an  auld  name  and  a  respected ;  moreover  he*s 
portioner  of  G^ipantauk,  which  his  namfe  has  held  since 
the  persecution,  and  I'm  his  famiRar  servant,  and  they 
call  me  New-come-John,"*    *  *  ' 

Gibbie  was  sorely  puzzled ;  he  seized  HJlack  by  the 
sleeve,  and  led  him  aside.  "There's  brandy  in* the 
bottle,  there's  water  on  the  fire,  and  sdgar  in '  the 
auriirie,  make  yourself  a  ch6erer,  and  let  this  thihg 
stand  oure  tJU  I  return.  This  man,  whoni  we  c^l 
Sicker  Sawney,  is  a  perfect  mint  of  money,  maist'as 
rich  as  our  hill;  he  has  gowd  in  hohsens,  and  hoards 
as  auld  as  sax  kings'  reigns.  I  have  seen  it !  I  hav^ 
seen  it!  The  distance  is  but  twa  miles,  and  I  shall 
miss  a  glorious  pose ;  for  I  ken  he  wiH  gie  it  all  to  me. 
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yAuL  keits  fh»  iray.to  keep  k  thegetker.  Se  is  castui^ 
it  i&rM  kirn  like  a  tvee  skeddiag  leaves  ia  November, 
just  l&e  faonei*  Uawing  awa  chajS^  aad  I  maiui  rin  tm 
Ike  gaihering.*' 

Ulack  grew  angry.  <*I  kave  said  that  the  hour  k 
eome.  The  j^aaetary  hour  which  my  great  master 
Prince  Cream-Cann-Gategoiie-Coolie  Khan  taught  me 
is  at  h9,hdi  and  death  will  stay  his  dart  and  woman 
•ttspend  her  will,  but  the  moment  of  fkte  cannot  be  put 
off;  come,  walk  in  my  shadow,  and  stop  when  I  stop; 
this  work  must  be  begun  and  finished  within  the  houiv 
<else  wo  be  W  us  both.** 

Qibbie  rubbed  his  hands  in  gladness,  and  cried,  ^  It 
will  do  yet,  it  will  do  yet,  friend.  New-come-John, 
what's  your  name,  you  ken  the  laird  surely  oanna  take 
his  departure  before  gray  daylight ;  come  now,  tell  me 
ihe  truth,  what  says  the  doctor  T  and  he  slipped  a 
piece  of  silTer  into  his  hand. 

**  *Deed,  gudeman,**  said  the  messenger,  *'  there^s  twa 
doctors  and  a  lawyer  yonder,  aad  the  minister  o[  ihe 
INurish  is  on  the  road,  but  his  heart's  hale,  and  his  ee^s 
bright,  and  if  ye  should  havo  your  prayers  to  say  afore 
ye  Itiave  your  ain  house,  ye  csm  remember  my  poor 
master  in  them.  I  dare  say  that'U  pass  muster  where 
jNrayers  are  of  avaiL'* 

««That  will  do,  Ulaek,  that  will  do,**  said  Gibhie. 
^Now,  friend,  ye'il  juist  remain  here  a  short  hour,  and 
I'm  yere  servant.  But  ye'll  want  company.  Bauldy^ 
my  bairn,  Bauldy,mypet,  come  hither,  ye  are  wanted.** 

At  this  Sjommons  a  human  form,  ^hieh  had  hi^wfto 
escaped  the  eye  of  Ulack,  began  to  rouse  and  bestir 
himself  in  the  wide  chimney-corner,  where  he  lay 
«uHed  up  like  a  snake  among  empty  sacks,  and  broon^ 
and  shelling-seeds.  His  rough,  bushy,  and  uncombed 
hair  hung  about  his  eyes  and  ears  in  true  dreamy  dis- 
order, kts  feet  and  legs  were  bare,  and  his  close-fitted 
dress,  made  of  coarse  gray  plaiden,  so  suited  wkh  his 
eompiezioii,  that  clothes  and  man  seemed  all  of  a  piece, 
widi  the  exception  of  his  eyes,  which  were  wild  and 
nhimng,  and  touched  with  harmless  insanity.     Bauldy 
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sprung  suddenly  to  his  feet,  shoek  dust  and  slumber 
from  him,  came  forward,  looked  on  Ulaek,  and  dn 
New-come-John,  gave  a  chuckHng  laugh  and  cried, 
"  Wha's  fool  now?  wha's  fool  now?  could  ye  no  lie  stfll 
in  your  snug  graves  down  by  yonder,  •  but  ye  maun 
come  and  pu^  peaceable  fowk  out  o*  their  beds-  in  the 
douse  hour  of  the  night  ?** 

'*  Bauldy,  my  bairn,  Bauldy,  my  pet,**  said  Gibbie, 
in  a  soothing  tone,  ^ these  men  are  living;  they  were 
never  in  the  grave,  nor  yet  dead.** 

^  No  dead  !*'  cried  Bauldy,  with  a  -wild  iMigh,  **  then 
the  faut  lies  in  the  hemp,  and  the  laxity  o*  the  tow;  I 
dreamed  that  the  tane  was  hanged  for  murder,  and  the 
tother  for  stealing  sheep.  But  they  mauna  mind  me, 
they  mauna  mind  me ;  I  sometimes  think  that-  I  am 
dead  myself,  and  yet  I  jalotise  again  Vm  living :  fedl 
ye  that  r  and  without  more  ado  he  gave  the  messenger 
called  New-come-John  such  a  punch  in  the  tibs  as 
made  him  stagger. 

**  O !  never  mind  him,  never  mind  the  harmless  inno^ 
cent,**  said  Gowden  Gibbie,  "but  sit  ye  down,  and 
make  the  time  short  with  a  cheerer  of  brandy,  and  be 
sure  and  dinna  cross  poor  Bauldy,  for,  gomeral  though 
he  be,  he  has  a  strong  arm  aftd  a  ready  liand :  and 
hear  ye  me — as  ye  would  answer  for  committing  sina^ 
on  no  account  give  him  one  di>op  of  brandy,  for  be- 
sides being  wasteiy,  it  will  stir  him  up,  and  make  him 
terrible  to  be  seen.  I  shall  be  back  within  the  hour, 
and  then  we  can  hie  away  to  GHpantauk.** 

*♦  "Wha's  fool  now  ?  wha's  fool  ?**  said  Bauldy,  seating 
himself  by  the  hearth,  and  spreading  his  palms  upon 
both  knees,  by  the  side  of  New-come-John. 

They  had  only  reached  the  threshold,  when  Ulack 
said,  ^  Sordid  peasant,  thou  wilt  undo  all—cast  all  coin 
ont  of  thy  pocket-^— the  presence  of  metal  which  has 
been  debased  in  the  dirty  toils  of  traffic  will  cause  the 
liquid  gold  to  remain  unfrozen  in  the  hill  till  dooms 
day.**  This  was  a  cheerful  assurance  to  Gowden 
Gibbie,  who  was  not  without  some  secret  misgivings 
concerning  the  motives  of  his  companion.    Away  he 
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weni  with  a  lightened  heart,  treading  circumspectly  in 
the  shadow  of  Ulack,  and  making  a  penny  spin  from 
his  finger  and  thumb  into  the  little  rill  which  skirted 
^  foot  of  the  hill  of  promise.  ^' Ay,  now,"  said  the 
disciple  of  Prince  Cream-Cann-Gategorie-Coolie  Khan 
^  the  spcdl  will  woric  freely." 


CHAPTER  m. 

Thet  soon  reaehed  the  hill;  the  moon  looked  over 
its  summit,  and  shot  a  faint  light  down  its  side,  touch- 
ing a  rock  here  and  a  bush  there,  gilding  the  dewy 
backs  of  the  reposing  sheep,  and  dancing  in  the  bicker- 
Hig  stream  which,  rising  in  the  miser's  well,  was  soon 
lost  to  sight  in  a  thick  wood,  whence  its  din,  as  it 
leaped  from  rock  to  rock,  was  diffused  for  miles  around* 
Up  they  climbed  over  part  of  the  hill,  and  halting  by 
the  well,  Ulaek  drew  a  cirole,  half  in  moonshine  and 
half  in  shadow,  the  diameter  and  more  of  the  hive,  and 
pointing'  to  the  spade,  motioned  with  his  feet  and  hand 
-for  Gibbie  to  dig.  He  dug  a  hole  three  feet  deep,  lay- 
ing the  earth  on  one  side,  and  the  circular  sod  on  the 
other.  Ulack  suddenly,  laying  his  hand  on  Cibbie's 
arm,  whispex-ed,  "Look  at  the  moon;  she  says.  Pro- 
ceed !  the  stars  give  their  consent — one  planet  indeed 
soems  a  little  unwilling ;  there  is  a  lime  for  all  things ; 
and  the  time  is  come  for  us.  O I  Prince  Cream-Cann- 
Categorie-Coolie  Khan,  the  seven  dervishes  of  Da- 
mascus, Ae  seven  wise  men  of  Mount  Ararat,  be  pro- 
pitious and  prosper  this  wondrous  labour !"  So  say- 
ing, he  placed  the  old  hive  carefully  in  tlie  bottom  of 
the  hole,  filled  it  round  with  earth,  which  he  kneaded 
carefully  in,  and  replaced  the  circular  turf  so  neatly 
that  the  whole  seemed  undisturbed  ground. 
'  Much  marvelled  Gowden  Gibbie  when  he  saw  all 
this ;  he  looked  as  he  was  bid  at  both  moon  and  stars  j 
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but  in  his  sight  they  shone  as  usual;  there  warn  mad  tte 
least  appearance  of  conscjousness  about  ihem.  Ht 
was  afraid  to  speak  lest  he  should  undo  the  ^ell,  and 
looked  anxiously  at  his  companion,  who  perfarmed  Iht 
'  whole  affair  orderly  and  with  a  grave  coii4ioe«re« 
**  The  work's  done,  and  done  disereelly,''  said  Ulack, 
^  an  that  is  wanting  is  time,  and  time  will  come.  Ay ! 
art  thou  there  ?  that's  right  too ;  its  no  for  naught  that 
yeeome.  Gibbie,  dare  ye  look  where  I  kx^t  Yon 
little  dask  creature,  three  span  high,  with  a  tail  like  a 
flail,  and  eyes  like  lighted  candles,  is  my  Httle  famiUar 
demm  of  the  mine ;  he  is  compeMed  to  stand  watch 
and  ward  over  one  experiment,  even  in  his  own  despite; 
shall  I  motion  him  nearer!  foi  it's  vnsalb  tft>  speak 
to  }dmJ* 

^He  is  near  enough,''  said  Gibbiev  lo  a  miUe 
tremor ;  **yet  I  canna  just  say  thai  I  see  bni.*' 

^Then  1  forbode  dtaappointoicnt  in  this  aftfXk^  tmi 
the  magician ;  **  but  there  is  a  charm  for  it  yet ;  dtwk 
that,  then  look  and  tell  me  what  thou  saestr  dniW 
held  him  out  a  cup  of  ale. 

Gtbbie  allowed  the  di^nk  to  inn  slowj^  domna;  for  a 
stranger,  he  observed,  should  aye  walk  a  new  toad 
leisurely.  Taking  his  mouth  from. the  cup^he  shook 
his  head,  and  said,  ^Vl  see  just  what  I  saw  before, 
unless,  indeed,  yon  thing  which  I  would  take  for  the 
shadow  of  the  sau^ibush  should  be  the  emissary." 

^  lltat's  better,  but  it  woft't  do  yet ;  I  must  raijie  it 
Sigher,''  said  Ulack,  repeating-  the  charm  in  stronger 
xnaterials ;«« drink  that,  and  kx^oo  the  sky,  and  tell  me 
what  thou  seest^  we  must  try  heaven,  sinc€>  earth 
reuses  f'  and  he  held  out  a  cup  of  brandy. 

With  a  sore  heart  and  a  discomposed  biow»  Gibbk 
emptied  the  cup,  which  held  half  a  pint,  avd  looked  at 
the  sky  with  all  \m  mig^t,  ftx  the  brandy  was  strong, 
and  the  ale  was  far  from  weak,  and  his  ^yea  were 
inclined  to  be  giddy. 

"^I  see  two  moons,'*  said  Giblae,  "^on^  bomed»  mfi 
the  other  cowed ;  and  the  atara  «eem  dimieiDf  Ht^gW^nd 
leels.^ 
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^Thiit  %01  do.fiir  €he  sky,**  said  tJlack;  "^tak^  Hm 
todier  «Yip,  and  then  look  at  the  eanh*** 

Gribhie  did  as  he  was  bid,  and  exelaimed,  ^The 
ieanh,  he^  hills  ate  immini^  mind,  and  die  istreuns  are 
fgums  baokw^uds,  and  all  »  biiglU  as  if  ten  tlurainnd 
^ilW-wisps  were  skelpii^  away  at  gi;  and  raeL  I 
think  I  ean  nee  the  familiar  of  the  mine  now*" 
>  <*The  8;>elMs  sound,  and  sure,  and  complete,"  ex* 
claimed  Ulack  ;  **  so  sit  down  with  me,  and  listen  to  my 
woi^s." 

Oibbie  sat  wUlingly  down^  ftfr  he  was  nnable  to  stand 
ifsiib  steady,  and  his  companion  'dims  addressed  .him  i 
«*Rejoiee,  Gilbert,  whom  men  call  Gowden  Oibbte;  for 
tiie  time  when  that  name  will  be  minply  earned  is  dose 
tu  hand.  This  hill,  as  I  partly  intimated  before,  is  aa 
Ml  of  liqnid  gold  as  <the  cell  of  the  bee  in  October  is  full 
nf  honeV ;  gold  grows  in  the  grass,  shines  in  the  Aow" 
erSf  and  glitters  in  the  nmning  strenns,  visiUe  to  all. 
I  have^  as  Prince  Cream^anshCategorie^oolie  Khan 
dii«cted^  pvepaied  the  chnrn  and  ca^t  a  mknh  aptdL 
I  hare  placed  a  diarmed  hrre  in  the  bosom  of  the  hiU« 
which  will  be  ffled  whh  auch  treasure  as  shall  enrioh 
diee«  The.  first  year  the  drops  will  -  be  himgiiig  as 
diidLly  mitas  drcvps^fdew  in  the  bosom  of  a  roee*" 

OoWden  Oibbie  o|iened  his  eyea  in  wonderi  l^  Ibe 
dKaha  einmnded  as  wide  as  saocera ;  he  pomred  fandidy 
into  4  iptsb,  and  holdii^  itxuntir  A&>dt  ^O!  wondRiua 
tam,  dnnk,  drink ;  tell  m^  what  will  be  on  the  seeand 
3fTfea#i-^dririk,4rink.^  / 

«^  At  the  end^  of  the  second  year,^  said  Ulack,  f»  the 
eoagtdated  gold  will  bet  as  thick  in  the  hive  aa  combe 
•f  iKmey  ^i^niiie  season  of  :flowen  is  ov^r." 

C^ibbie  filled  the  glass  again'with  bran^i  and  ea> 
dbhned,  ^ManFclious!  marv^^odt!  drink,  I  entreat 
yon,  drink.  Inever  heard  so  sweet  a  story.  Gold  as 
plentiM  as  honeycomb !  cosignlaited  gM\  a  grand  ex- 
pression, and  metos  lumps,  FH  Wamnt^-f;oadiiLgaw- 
pins." 

.   **  Etien  so,**  sakK  Ulack,  doing  at  the  name  time  need* 
^roretenoe  10^  profiled  brandy;  <•  at  the  end  of  the 
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tUrdjPeai*  the  hiv6  Infill  b^  fiUed/HridDpiH-^iUid.poitdble 
treasure-gold,  fil'jbir.tlie  criieibk.iaBd  thdmiaHpr-eejfT^ 

^ftictad^ndnadroea."         ,   .       •     :.  ».  ■\ 

■^ «'  0:ittan4  i^nrellQiiftaiftn !"  tabdai«»ed  fiibbi0,  >*  viU 
jT'Oao  djBok^-^ake  anoiherdr^htof  J^i^i>i»tidy(-Haod 
ire.y«'fidi«snciw.  tk&t/aU'4h^'Vf^ieo«ie4o>fk^  01 
I'll  long  r&nwmber  thealaftieDftJlftdcetidPiinfae  Cr<^iMni- 
OimHf'Oflbivuitesi^^OaQine^taui-rMthfty  a|re['iBy  4)^)|efec- 

He  poured  out  another,  the  sole  remaining  glass,  ^rf" 
faroildy^  }'T}lack,.8lead]i^g'hMi^f  as  wolLasiiefooidd, 
said, -wtdfr  some  intoituptimm  ;tif^ceou  gfatt 
anunxfiitieilt  •bdUvve?  in  thr^/G^<iUkb  IVfystbty^  ftod  bsst 
^nad^  iosfc -two 'TBanrs^'i  enjoyment  oft  <tlM»' treasurer 
^eas^'9sA  tlif  tfertone  fiirth^r^  kstperadV^Yiture-mt^sa 
^ni  beNaiddfcdi  to^.tbe  threie^  Listen  io  lAke-Iftiv'iK^ 
my  .^Mat.  inBBler  Pri&oo  'Qiream**-wwby:;li^d  I  repeat 
tib  sMciM  oaipeiso.^c^en  in  a:siitfuLatid..blipdfid  land 
hkeeihiBl '  'Listf«v£  i^iu^.(to>tb&  ltCW.-»  T^ilieh  not/  the 
ittat^  ^atiB^tcl^ta  nb^ion»^^ite  'ti^i'tto^'Oik^-^sigiifo 
nk^  ^ne^^^hispsr  to  tioi:on»tf^wear:tt>  nolone^^nd  siii|r 
idisy  oilfi  diatsueh  a  inmter8!dlrt9/tiii<l^eeyears«'.tJ[iree 
kdticssi and. thrd?  imnutes  sEre  <fi6m«^  and  gimoii  iihd  .then 
takojseven  Strong  Hie&!With/ythi-H<4^'ilp''^HSBniy.;himie^ 
and  ^jay4hy»trea8iwe*  >  BfiefobeyvaBdithiSiapeUr^wfoich 
l^klBBMb  lthtr*gpld  <wiU;  dissolve  abdrpffidbflttfSiQtfaingi  -» 
•mdymsr  I!iiwtili6w4hisiiDrah<t;rJ'  [oHdidiatd&rAha  tiqamv 
flu«eiv>=doitoTAe  g]iac»,iwiaged<)Gibbie  tiythe.fayand^  oad 
wringing  it  till  the  blood  nearly  started! <from.'bni0atk  the 
ndlld,  ^Idedi  f  f areweU;  'i  go  to  afar  land,  perchance 
\xasf  Bot  eed  dioe/again;'  aBd»^eli.I.thial&  di^t^  Irmay^ 
Make  gold,  hoard  giM,  and' work  ihy^lfoitto^thy^dwii 
doortwkh  it,  even  )as  bees  wcHirthensehreisront^f  their 
Mvefei  ^ih  honey.  Farewell,.  Lord  Gilbert  iof  the  Goidte 
Hill.*'  '  And  away  lie  went  'widi  a>  hasty;  and. unsteady 
step,  and  was  seen  no  inaie; « 

'   Hmaewards  went  QowdeniQibbie^  lookmg  frequently 

.  back  at  the  hill,  which  rose  round  and  bright  In  the 

lieams  of  the  moon^  nor  did  he  fail  to  thinK.  a  littie  of  his 

friend  Ulaek.     His  thoughts  dwelt,  mach  on-lhe-weak- 
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teBbrortfiis  elistcyrii)m«|4oi^^ifi^bitti^g'wi<^  a  Vttliiai^^ 
^cM ' iftlL: the .  way  •  from  TTadmar  Ib  the'  wilder&esfis 
for  the  purpose 'Krf'"^richihg  a' piWbct  strarfgert'ht 
broke  mto  loud  .and  iincotttroll^ble  i&ittglne^T^d^iHed; 
*'  Well,  Ulack,  ye  are  a  prince  at  casting  spells,  nor  are 
ye  deficient  in  the  art  of  dfam-drinkiilg ;  but  wow,  man, 
ye  are  mentally  soft,,  and  in  worldly  matters  but  a  mere 
goose,  and  caja  nae  ulair  haud  the  caiivdle  to  Gowden 
Gibbie  than  a  paddock  can  chant  Kke  a  laverock. 
There's  a  wondrous  soft  place  in  that  wise  head  now 
of  yotirs-;'  and  I  dare  say  Prihc^  drcfsim-Ganri-^cnttle- 
Cann  is  msEtvellouily  deftcient  in  the  i?^me  place,  Biit 
here's  my  ahi  house.  Wliat  can  be  the  msttter ? '  thfere'isi 
it -light'  in  the  windows  ec[ual  to  ttv'enty  candles;  ahtl  ^ 
reek  coming  out  at  the  liiih-head  as  thick  as  a  coril 
sack  5  and  there's  daft  Baiddy'blfeezin^  away  and  6ingi 
]ng(M-what%  to  happeA  next?"  A  tremor  took  \M 
knees,  and  he  coukJ  scArcely  rirakte  liis  ^way  tb  his  owti 
threshold. 

Gibbie  held  upi^i^  ha^ds  when  he  entered.  A  chair 
and  two  stools  were  on  the  fire,  and  already  in  flame; 
a  large  bacon-ham  lay  above  tliem,  and  all  united  to 
raise  a  blaze  which  ascended  half-way  up  the  chimney. 
The  table  was  set  on  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  on  the 
top  of  that  sat  poor  Bauldy — an  old  rusty  sword  girded 
sound  hkii,  a  pewter  basin  bn  hishead^  sndapo^stick 
m  his  hand ;  and  with  a  look  fwhieh  he  imagined  to  be 
|-ogaly  for  ke  hadiassutned  some  state;  he  was  perfenxH 
ing  the  part  of  a  king  with  all  his  might-  •  Aii  «npt^ 
bcaJidy-bottle  lay  at  lus  side^  and  explained  the  cause  of 
all.  this  inattention.  '  Gibbie  disfdayed  linlooked'-fob 
ftttience.  "  BanHy;  my  baim— ^Bauldy,  my  dow^what?a 
ihet  meaning  oif  tdA  thid,'and"where's  New-c6ta&Joiin*r! 
The  aiasWei? returned  \^is  thefotiowing  verse :-r* ;      i 

'^     '         "t^ng^rchlbal/Tsat'onhfaliiglitBironei  ■      '  '. 

V".               ♦    ••:      Wilhaobfes atfhis ImiBe,    ■               '•':  ■•  »    •  ■••    •' 

.    TlierQ  capii»  a  map  and  cried  *  A..boon^    »  .  , ,         ,  ,^ 

'   •"  Crowned  Wnrg,- 1  cinvctiflhetf;   .  ' 

.    ,-.         ,       It'saVleigfiftwa-irahitr*  strife   »    .;••';  j  •           *■  i 

And  bang  them  on  a  tree.'  "•  •     .. 

'.,      ..        I         //   -1  .•'::•..      ....•    •       -•!   ■:'••     /•  '/.'  ••       •    '    '/ 

.. ;*•&«,,  B»lA:^i  joay,  bainb^BOTldy(,,jiiyi  dbw/V  «ii|| 
B2 
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iGtbbki  in  Im  softest  tone,  '^ecNose  down  inioii^aniitsfl 
me  all  about  thia«    Yekenl  maunhie  awato^e^riof 
portioaer.    Fm  owko  lang  here  akeadj.** 
Bauld/y  lioweven  only  comtiaued  his  ballad**** 

«*  Go,  take  tbeau  take  tlien»' Mid  tba  klaft 
And  high  he  held  hie  hand, 
'  And  hwc-them  np  aoMMif  the  ewwrn ; 

For  one  l)y  wicked  hand.      .    _, 
And  one  hy  af nfM  tongue,  liath  xobbed^ 
The  mi^aien  of  ny  land,* " 

Gibbie  began  to  lose  all  patience-^**  Ccupe  dovn»  je 
bom  gomersu,"  he  exclaimed,  '*  apd  don't  ait  croaning 
there  in  the  middle  of  all  this  ^liscbief.  liOrd !  an  U 
were  na  that  the  blessed  hive  will  p^y  sweetly  for  a',  I 
wad  gang  as  demented  as  thy  daft  sell*  Come  down^ 
t  say  I  and  saddle  my  horse,  and  let  me  owre  the  hiU 
to  the  sick  and  dying  sinner.''  It  was  all  inTain,hepnly 
fung  the  louder,  but  in  a  different  spirit. 

«Thebit'ainhl«li> 

Andthe spur  n  Ma  Iteoik, 
Qe  ia  mnainf  in  (hapi 

Where  the  mahea  are  rank  ; 
And  ho  that  Blu  on  him 

May  apur  him  in  pride. 
He  haa  gold  In  hia  pocketa, 

AndvreUimylMiide.'' 

**0!  I  have  ye  now!  I  hi^ve  ye  now !  poor  kindly 
kmecentr  eried  Go  wden  Gibbie;  ^  I  am  hanried  out  m 
honae  and  hail,  and  all  by  that  flaffing  garHne<ti«w^ 
NeW'^ome-Johii.'' 

Away  he  now  flew  to  his  pmate  chamber — fbond  tlM 
door  wrmohed  fintmi  the  hinges'^— a  eandle  bumkig,  and 
his  large  aaken  ehest  standing  with  as  fid  as  opoi  as 
the  door ai  m  ehange^honse.  ^Ql  my  bonnie  bonnet* 
pieces,  and  my  Iwaw  bonds  1"  groaned  Gibbie,  with 
growing  agony  of  soul,  ^  evil  hands  have  been  upon 
you ;  but  praise  be  blest,  the  sheepskin's  safe — but  my 
golden  nest !  my  real,  little,  weel  hained  hive  of  minted 
gowd  has  ta'en  wing.  O !  its  like  rebhing  the  kirk,  and 
waur — ^the  kirk  can  cover  the  disaster  with  the  ready 
gannept  of  faith,  but  what  wfll  supply  (he  place  of  ibree 
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hundred  and  fifteen  gude  gowden  Ann  Stuarts  ?  'Novr^ 
let  me  see ;  has  the  reiver  found  his  -way  to  my  secret 
hoard — to  my  Abr'am's  bosom,  as  I  call  it,  where  I  fly 
for  consolation  when  wool  falls  in  price  ]  Na,  na,  he 
has  nae  found  the&V^ht-r^'thfe^j^yei  Would  be  a  gleg  ane 
that  could  find  out  my.  mysterious  pose  in  the  floor  with 
^  UiioibainisBtotkt.  Ay,- ii9r,jit'B'Bafe<  aocl  the-  skUth, 
thou^  divadful :  eiioughi-to*  justify  isoictde,  :can  hd 
slitiejiidttl',  and  wiU  be»  ^maiLded  in' three  yem.  Aii'l 
Jjlaicki  mykiiid!  iad  coiiscientious  UUck,.this'e(xmea  ai 
BCQi&ag  at  thed  and  iky>  sunplncity.  Wha^  a  Inck  tibat 
I  didria  gang.awa'  ta  seei  my  a^ild  leal  friend  of  GnpaAif 
lank  I  .<jvod«  hut  he  would .  have  giv^n  n^e*  a  ho»riaig  ! 
and  iMNirdd  ^tke  out  of  iuk:will«'aikd.thaiwa«ddhav»b«nf 
YRNrsfirf  .!'Biit.sn.everI  can- meet  wkh  ^ttfbsUnp  yAkd 
eaUedthianelf  New-ofHne-^Johki;'  see  ^au'lieridisiija  g«l 
^gqfuwntc  ^h  the  jails  of  DunifirieB  or  Gailisle,  for  i 
w^tnae  which  js^neaiest:"*.. .  .  .   :r  .  i  >  .i 

. '  GwwdoB  Qibbie>  set  his  house  in  order,  isent  a  tale 
durough^lbe  land,  that  he  had  been  robbed  of  all  he  had; 
•A^-he  caUedi^oqeiiblouBaikdi  and  romaneer  called  iitbrc^ 
W-rftpd  added,;  the  way^'thait  litJtid  beat  abooihplishedwav 
by jfillingit^ faithful. Bauldyfou  wkh  \kmdp  ^'Yet 
Fioiina  Aitoe/?.  qdodi  he  to  ihimself,  ^.  bvA  this  loMiany-  be 
ftodaMQ,ik£  'gain.  £  can  dviw  a  hankr  bargain  witb 
theoMiilcjr.Qftiiiaj^b^Bd.  Bm  to  im;fo]!(uhate..petMn 
whos^ixraae  Jim»4>lundered  ^  iall.he:p«is8SSed-^giV6 
Moi.tt  taaisKig tpeUBjr worthy  dianaheafhim'^kmhiii 
his  price,  ye  may  come  to  want  yourseL*'  CensbieRcat 
biifc.I  mbiBk  tbisr.baidcliip  viil'pioWa  bciiefil;,  only  let 
m» JroiBfia-edm smigh  abooit  tha  estem.^  mjf-  lo8S«V  .! 

t.'i*   '<•  r.ii    '••.'   '    '."   i'      .-.•••  '^  .'••,.../<•»>>   .      .'  t  "'i  el 
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CHAPTER  ly. 


,  HAVPiMEts  was  again  cestofed  .10  the  ch(;clliii|r  of 
^Gowden  Gifabte,  and  famine  soemed  willing  to  mark  hiitt 
tnHL  for  lier  own»  and  plant  her  baimet>  on  his  thnisfaeid^ 
His  cdiief  solace  lay  with  the  charmed  hive  on  the  hill» 
and  all  losses  seemed  trivial  compared  to  the  coming 
dcli^  of  gain.  The  happy  man  sat,  or  walked*  al wayii 
Yapt  and  inspired.  The  whole  wotrld  seemed  like  a 
Ireasitra-ohest,  of  whidi  be  had  accidental^  foond  ^ 
keyi  and  he  was  efier  opening  it  in  imagulatioBt  and 
envying  the  unsumraable  contents*  But  noipleadid 
palaces,  no  magnificent  dresses,  no  bevy  of  serra^ts^ 
nor  even  the  presence  of  ladies  of  high  oa^  low  de^reer 
appeared  in  these  pictures  of  enjoyment  whieh  his 
(hncy  loved  to  pa:int ;  he  saw  only  keaps  «f  nion^  and 
hars  of  gold,  by  the  light  of  a  little  iii:^  which  he  held 
in  hiis  own  hand,  whle  Banldy  kept  watdi  abd  ward 
wilh.the.hrmndy-bottlei  far  from  the  reaek  «if  his  hand. 
The  music, wlaoch  he  imagined  he heaidiiras  the  scnmd 
ff  his  patent  locks  as  heimdid  them  with  Uie  k^-^iw 
uddkional  dish  appeared  on  his  table,  no  extra  fiiel  was 
added  to  the  fire ;  his  narrow  soul  did  not  expand  with 
his  fortune,  but  seemed,  like  a  snail,  tjo  reread;  williiii 
hs  sordid  shell. 

Eyes  are  hurt  1^  excess  of  lights  and  heaits  may 
be  iiyured  by  an  overdo  w  of  happiness ;  amd  so  it  seemed 
to  fare  with  Gowden  Gibbie.  The  impatience  of  his 
nature,  like  an  internal  fire,  was  silently  consuming  him. 
He  counted  the  months  and  the  days,  and  thought  the 
year  would  never  be  done.  He  longed  to  examine  the 
charmed  hive,  to  give  a  hint  to  the  world  how  rich  he 
would  soon  become ;  and  he  loved  to  wander  around 
the  hill,  and  nigh  the  miner's  well,  and  say  to  himself, 
"Three  y^ars,  three  years,  and  one  of  these  flown!— 
O !  happy,  happy  Gibbie!  thy  name's  no  be  Ibr  naught. 


y  Google 


OOWVBH  QtBWIE*  91 

Noit  the  drops  of  gold  will  be  hanging  in  the  hive  like 
dew-drops  in  the  bosom  t»f  the  rase.  O  \  I  miiid  the  words 
weel;  and  then  when  the  Second  year  is  ocniie  and 
^one,  the  eoagulated  gold  wilt  be  hangmg  as  thick  and 
gross  as  the  honejeomb;  and.i^l  three  years-^i-seveik 
men  to  cany  thee  harae,  mj  beloved  trea^re — ^gold-**- 
<ioChing  but  pure  goid,  fit  for  the  Crucible  and  the  mint* 
I  mind  the  words  weeL" 

The  woik  of  the  world  required  to  be  done  mean- 
while— there  came  lambs  to  sell^  sheep  to  shear,  and 
wool  to  take  to  market^  and  that  intereourse  to  maintain 
with  society  which  causes  wealth  to  incuease  and 
enables  man  to  live.  Gowden  Gibbie  went  to  a  lamb- 
fair.  The  place  was  far  from  his  house — ^bargains 
were  not  easy  to  make — money  was  obstinate  in  coming 
in,  and  the  sun  was  set  two  hours  or  more  before  he 
reached  the  limits  of  his  own  ground.  His  road  lay 
among  pastoral  hills,  and  he  so  contrived  it  that  he 
approached  within  sight  of  the  miner's  well — a  place 
he  loved  much  to  muse  upon.  His  hm^e — ^for  he  was 
mounted— enjoyed  the  luxury  of  his  own  free  will,  for 
neither  spur  nor  whip  had  the  rider — spurs  were  ex- 
pensive, and  causing  the  horse  to  start  and  prance, 
consumed  shoes.  To  a  whip  some  of  the  same  ob* 
jections  applied;  and  the  animal,  conscious  of  the 
miserable  provender  which  lay  in  its  rack  at  home,  took 
a  mouthful  of  tender  grass  here  and  another  mouthful 
there ;  and  when  it  came  to  the  rivulet  bank,  where  the 
sward  was  green  and  plentiful,  it  fairly  stood  still  and 
began  to  supper  itself.  Gibbie  struck  with  his  unarmed 
heels,  coaxed,  and  clapped,  and  urged ;  but  his  horse 
made  no  other  acknowledgment  to  his  words  than  a 
hasty  switch  of  its  tail  and  a  resenting  kick  of  its  heels. 
•♦  The  mickle  devil  may  drive  ye  for  me !"  exclaimed 
Gibbie,  losing  all  patience ; — he  had  not  well  spoken- the 
*worda,  till,  a  sharp  blow  from  some  unseen  hand  inade 
ne  horse  spring  a  fathom  forward,  and  iwaylt  went 
Qt  the  gallop* 

When  his  horse  slackened  in  its  speed  the  ridei* 
looked  bdnnd  to  see  who  had  stntoi  this  ufeeere« 
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nicmuMis  blow«  tmd  sav  a'maii  in  9  dik»9e4>iittoiie(l^si& 
4]f  rwveii  gray, la  >^at  and  ipltnaeisnd  a'  oloakvWiRek 
ftlveaswd)  over.-.hiiB  [km^  mmp,  .liding  ^close  bdiiad 
ium.  His  emotion  wad  little  ifaoii  of  ttembling  viEeB 
hebeheld  ^axs  equbstrian^app^rition'  r  icvithd:  load  wm 
prirale,  and  ied  no  wkerb  but  to  his  o«^n  house;,  and^^norew 
over,  waa  kwelD^  ^^^  ^^  itarhed  an  indi^erdm  name 
of  old ;  in  short,  it  had  the  reputation  of  bein^.  haunted. 
To  add  ta:>th4  embairassm^ht 'Of  Gibbie,4iie  stranger 
began  1^  sing  a:rof%h  and  swaggering  song-^is 
strong  Juarsh  voice  disturioied  ithe^eows  and  soared  the 
Hheep;  tkese  were  the  wortke^^—  •  •:':.- 

•'  '    ,     HOBBIE   halL    '        •        '     *      •    • 

■  Yield  or  die,  yield  or  die, 
•;•••'    Ifynjini*  10 Hubble Htdl,        '.    J'  •  '     .• 

.        TicWordie-  , 

.    *    '  'M7  name  i^  Hobble  Hidl, 

'  tlMitflvAxboch.giM('«ndaiMil,       ' 
But  my  neck  must 'bay  fbr.  tiUr- 
Yleliortiie!   -     -  I 


'  Thttre  la  ted  gold  on  tbe  road,  * 
.     ¥^dor4ie,yieI(^<>rae, 
There  la  red  gold  on  the  road,  ' 
>   YtaM.ardiB. 

There  is  red  gold  qn  the  ro^d, 
liDolt  on  these  jAeces  htdad, 
IhamiPbM  «  piw«t)byi»«llt^ 
Yield  or  die! 


All  have  heard  of  Hobbie  HalL 
:    '  '  ■'  Yield  or  dte,  yield  or  di^,       J       .'*-.• 

44bave|ioaidofHQbl^e9alL    .        [,..    .  •,., 

*  Yield  or  die.  *  *    '*  '  ."    ' 

j:    :-.'.*  'Wit4ifcrtf|MAod'ft&t4RliiMH]i|rh((U«i     '  ''■■'•l 

'   .      .   ■  He  h«a  fortane  at  hjfl  call,  .  -    .,^-        A 

..The  8ti<anger,  haTungoon^iided.  tins:  rough;  and 
iixererent  ditty,  moved. hiK  hone  .haistilf  ibrwazd^  and 
thus  accosted  Gowden  Oibbie :  *'  A  fair  good  even  to 
thee,  friend;  how  gO'SiailcetaT? 
^jvTj»  this.  iment>gatioti,uiQibbiS'' aasweisdjf  1^<£M 
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jBcUfiorent-^-Teiy  ipdiffisioiit  ^'^  and  he  xicged  on  hm 
horse,  willing  to  get  rid  of  one  whom  he  regarded  as 
aa  QDAaiiiiie  custoraer* 

^Wooiy  how  sells. it?  muttony  wlua  is  the  pnoeT 
inquired  the  stranger. 

^  AlaokrA-day^"  answered  6ibhie»  ^no  one  speoQ* 
lates  now,  other  in  money  or  in  wool ;  and  as  ibv  the 
penny  silver,  they  hand  a  grip  on't  like  a  hawk  by  a 
nen  chicken.  -  I  have  nae  turned  coin  to^y,  and  hatw 
been  obliged  to  take  this  by-road  home  to  efebape  the 
atanding  grievance  of  toll-bars." 

The  stranger  said  sharply,  ^'I  heard  gold  ohink  in 
thy  pocket  as  thou  rodest  ^m  the  brook-^-bot  fear 
not,  I  am  no  coveter  of  gold." 

.  ^O,  Uobbie  Hall!"  exclaimed  Gibhie,  ««I  am  a  poor 
misorable  creatiure — ^I  was  robbed  of  a  thoi»and  gold 
guineas  by  a  eumxing  limmer,  who  called  hitttself  New« 
cfime-Joha — and  ail  that  I  have  in  the  wide  worid  ia 
the  auld  home  I  ride  on  and  half  a  score  of  ewes^-^-aad 
waybe  a  piece  of  silvee,  or  aiblins  gold,  but  ihey  are 
haith  keepsakes  of  my  moth«r?s$  sad  memorials,  Hobhi* 
Hall — and  Fm  sure  ye'll  spare  them*" 

It  was  now  the  stranger's  turn  to  make  exdama^ 
lions : — *^  Why^  thou  goose,*'  said  he,  '^  Hobbie  Hall  ia 
the  hero  of  an  old  song,  and  his  bones  have  droj^ped 
from  the  gibbet  a  eentury  ago.  I  am  a  peaceable  Way- 
farer, and  a  stranger  too ;  luid  am  come  to  se^  a  maai 
eailed  Gilbert  of  the  Golden  Hill,  whom  the  peasants 
eaUed  Gowden  Gibbie ;  a  name  well  known  in  Grim 
Tartary  and  Gochin  China,  and  at  the  oourt  of  the 
Prinee  Gream<-Gann-Categone-Coolt6  Khan,  in  the 
.  eentre  o(  Basaarabia.*'  -  ^ 

Gibbie  sat  perpendicularly  on  his  saddle,  put  on  m 
look  of  conseqlienoe,  and  muttered  to  himaelf,  *'It  ia  a 
brother^iin-craft.  with  my  magician  Ulack,  and  FU  wager 
comes  charged  with  some  message  anent  the  hiving  pf 
ihe  liquid  godd.  Friend,*'  said  he,  alond,  **i  am  he 
whom  ye  seek.  I  am  Gilbert  of  the  Golden  <Hill,  eenfr< 
jnonly  called  Gowden  Gibbie — ^known,  for  attght  i 
kaow«  inCiim  Tartary  and  Cochin  China,  and  at  the 
B3  • 
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(Mat  of  I^ce  CiiBflm-t^auofQlitfliprb'-^SoelierJQ^ 
what  is  your  wUioH^khine?!-'  -it,  t-  -u  :/*.,'•  .^ 
The  traveller  drew  his  rem,  stared- >  on  :€J«iwdeii 
Qi^btfii  aiid  exdaime^*  ^  Impossible  !•  accustoiaed  as  I 
am  to  things  marvellous,  I  cannot,  b^isve  an  aissertjon 
8Q^in£TedMe» ..  What^  Jt4©w7  thou  with  a  seirjr-liorse, 
tbresuibane  dress,  squaiddM looks,  aoivetoa»  eyes,-  and 
HDuli  htu»ft:iaad  sordid?  TAou, a :muok^rmy>erawliDg 
on  tihis:  dungMl  of  dreAiiaa^t^thou  'the  lord  of  the 
GoideaHilll:  I  eanhotheliieve  iit,  though  I  c^  believd 
much.''  ".       \    •  i  •  '•'■'/. 

..  "Believe  or  no*  -eveii  as  xhpu  iarilt^"  s^d  Gilbert ;  "  I 
waa  hxtst  beside  the  hill^  minted:  beside  th^hill^  and 
educated  beside  the  hill;,  more  thaadat,  im  fathen 
left  me  .the  Ml,  and.  miany  .a.  score  0f  sheep,  ahiihiaiiy 
1. thousand  lambs,  anil  many -a  Aesee  of  fair  wool  liave 
I  fBolA  .off  ^  :hili ;  and  by  Mtd  attdnr  l^ba  hilPs  mbic^ 
aiiid'aball  fe  mine^  if  all. the  Ohams  of.  Crefi^m  TarUByv 
and -Cochin  China  had  swdm.to  the  coiiraryy"    •  ■     '  '^ 

.  .TheiStraiig6frt0ok  isfif  hia  ftaX^  bowed  loi  his  hotsels 
H^Des!  ^  said,  with.*  a  tohe.of  fauniiiifcy,  A^.LoprdJof  tlvd 
hill  of  liquid  gold«  I  do  thee'ho'nouc;..'and'I  ^eet^  thed 
foam  a  itiied  firiend  and  true,  Ulack  thd.  chief  magidian 
ai^  tho !  court  lof*  Prince  Creamr^ann'-Qaite^6i^ie-Cockli0 
K^oi  of  Basaarabia^''    '       .       .  ^  •:     v  - 

-  /ftriackl"  fl^id  .<jribbie,  ^^whaty  my  own'  old^i-wna; 
pimdent.fnmidtjiack-^and  how  lares  he r-  .>  r'  .  t 
<  *^A».  ,wflll  :a6  he  wishes,"  replied  •.  the'  ItrkVeilew 
*f  Aiaes !  ihis  whole  thoughts  are  on.  tkeiadvahkeniettt 
of  xn|)r8tenal  science,  tod  for  the  ad'vantligb  .of  others' 
Besides  the  art  of  extaractijtg  iiquid.  giold^; life; has  di6« 
covered  the  art  of  extracting  liquid  iiianaonds ;  andiis 
aow.>soii)eiii^ere  in  fthe  ^^»£re'b£bidifa' making  the 
liquid 'gems  4M>me  fcohif  the  earth,  like  melted  giasafiMmi 
this fuma:<t&  .He  wears  a  obicl  of saekr lothgicfr iwith id 
mp^:  of  hair^  .goea  b^xeSm^d^  dcinksz/waler:  imd  eats 
p4lse^7«-yfr  wmdd  spaicely^now  him  from  a  iskeli&ton'i 
he  will  kill  hihiself,-*^ttt  'tiieia  ke  'kiiowjs:  it  is  for  the 
good  ofimwikind"  .  v;   i.  ;   ^  .>   !    :.  >         .>.: 

.>^Aweel,".0aid  Gibbie,  ^IrhaTv.no.ddnbt'that  Bttm'k^ 
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ilftilcer- htts  ft'\^e'pifi^e-iih't^f>»Ml  that  poiebaUire 
titeth^lu^fewil^brtitg  surar  happiness'hewaftdrv :  I'm 
iMnkiftg-yie^'il^liave-soifaetliiiig  to  say  to  m^  from  our 
trbrilft^friend 'Ulaek)  isupd  as  i«»e^aitodt  welllfind  aquieCef 
t>laer  thantlki«v  ye- may  e'en  say  yow  Bay  4ie»fej'* 
'  ^ThAt Iwoiild,  giac&y,"  teplied ilie»iMeBseHger,  f* for 
lain  xm'ft  joutn^y-  of  moment,  but  I  csmboi  d^rerthe 
mieibsaae'anyiwhere  else  than  on  the  speb  Hvher&th^ 
iipell  was  wrbu^t^  wherevcr'tbai  may  be.?'  •  ^     ;   •    • » 

"I  wonder,"  muttered  Gibbie  to  himself,  "if 'the 
baessage  matin  bci  iextcaetedby  means  of^ roasted  c61k)ps 
imd  cupftdsJiof  bvandy.  WeU  theUt  frieixV^lM  added 
aloud,  "that  was  at  my  own  firesidfeyand'wejrare -naa 
v&o'fan&diaiitt  here's  tlie  faittiseE."   ^  :  -: 

1.  Hci  haltBd  "atitlkedpor -and Shouted,'  ^Bamldy^nxy 
bonnie  man!  Bauldy,  my  ddwi  coiner  out  and  stabte 
the  stranger's  horse.  Have  ye  ridden  him  all  the  way 
from  Cochin  China?" 

"  Some  three  thousand  ftnd  odd  miles,"  replied  the 
stranger;  "swam  several  friths— a  mere  trifle,  and 
necessary  to  moisten  the  dust  on  his  hoofs." 

The  door  now  (^n^^  aid  om  came  Bauldy;  he 
fixed  his  eyes  on  the  stranger,  who  sat  fair  and  visible 
ah:rdie  cleai^  nknalk^hiv'jandanstyui  of  taidng  hish^rse 
•rhe^iii^'hisiHo.^sHioiiBti  be  sang^out,;.       ,  <.'  i  v  !i 

-r  .  i*'l  '     •    .'      ■.  ••    Oii'     s.-    "'•    !'    ;  :•  •  .    •:.    » '.    -  T   )••■■_' 

4 -..!..    "•0>;wdcanfi^aRkJKmrAr<*tt>al4.    '.     .  .  .     , 

-■''^      •.>>...   h.   »vc<5|j,enntlie"ctip\fithMne,       *,     '  t 

iT'   .'-?;i  •'««1     ♦  iMdtt»«iiiiit<ii[tnVftri*4yei*Dye»  •  "-■■:  " .^  '-> 

And  I  will- pledge  ihe«  mine.' 
i*!'    .    :,-••'  :>.!•'     A'beIt«4knrghtoried,  *(r&y,itiytieg«,*    •'    .,-'''      ' 
.-,  ..  i     •)       -•  .    '■      A  betted  knight  «ri€|d, 'Nay,  .  /  ,'. 

',   ■   ',  His  ladye-Ioye  is  sordid  gold—'." 

•*  There's  a  hole  i'  the  ballad,  Jiowciver,'?.  cofitilRted 
3auldyi  "  auid  it!»  a  pity,  for  it'j^  jiri^tne  ane,.and  was 
gpade  Ising  syne  .^en  there  w<ere  ravers  in  the  land  f 
he  paused  a  moment,  and.«ned,  '* now  I  cto  manage 
%  I  l^t.wlU  yp^L  no  oome  in ;  ligldi,  and  ventureiin,  light, 
'and  v^t^<&  ial!'.  andv^izixig  t^e.  bridle  of  tii^  horse, 
nb^9lraii^i!4i9iBounted  a^d  s^tiipde  into  th^  hjmiae,  not 
.im^iU^g,  it'  woi^  eet^m^  to  esciipe  from  ttol  osmous 
and  searching  looks  with  which  the  other  regarded  him. 
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BaoU^  now  Mzed  his  master  bjr  tke  man  vti 
dnkgged  iiiiii,  with  many  a  wink  and  nod  towards  tha 
stable;  **  €iibbie,''  he  whiq)ered,  ^*  Vm  na  sae  daft  as  ye 
trow,  or  as  I  gar  folk  beliieve;  gang  eanady  into  the 
secret-cfaoafter,  and  bolt  yersel  in,  and  hand  by  Abram^ 
bosom  like  gnm  death,  else  ye'll  be  harried;  thiA's 
New*oonie4ohB — leaye  him  to  me,  Fli  manage  hiii 
bniwlyk  D'ye  want  to  hang  him,  or  never  to  see  hm 
mair  T    I  say  hang ;  I  never  saw  a  man  hanged  in  my 

^  O  neiner  let  me  see  him  nnir^  Baddy,  my  baimi 
We^se  DO  hang  him,  BanMy,  my  dow ;  but  aie  ye  sure 
ye  can  manage  him  V 

Bauldy  waved  his  master  away;  and  whisthng  louAy 
Secured  the  horses  in  Uie^  stable,  and  patting  the  key  in 
his. pocket  returned  into  the  house. 


CHAPTER  V. 

A  CLEAR  fire  sparkled  on  the  hearth  of  Gilbert's 
dwelling,  a  little  lamp  added  ita  slender  li^  to  tka 
glare  of  the  fire,  and  there  sat  the  stranger  with  ap- 
parent complacency.  Bauldy  drew  in  a  chair  and  sat 
down  beside  him,  lining  his  hands  as  he  laid  his,  and 
putting  on  the  same  kind  of  circumspect  and  suspicious 
look.  ^A  capital  pair,'  a  capital  pair,**  said  BauMy; 
"  now  which  is  the  fool  and  which  is  the  knave? — ^Aha! 
tfaat^s  a  queer  quastion.*' 

^  Bauldy,  my  bajM  Bauldy,  my  dow,**  said  the  other, 
*«  will  ye  bid  your  nmster  come  ?  dme  presses,  business 
urges,  and  I  maun  be  gone. 

^  Ye^ll  never  see  my  master,  as  ye  eall  him,  oiair,^ 
answered  the  other;  ««he's  now  in  Abram>  bosom.'* 

'^DeadP'  esMiaimed  ^e  strai^ger,  «•  ibat  danwt  hew" 

«*Ajs  ds«a,"  quoth  Bmldy,  «•  as  yo«r  iMttsr  CMfca- 
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$uk  was  win  Tt  wtn  N«w-eoiae4Qlui«  Aka!  it 
iilatavairplaeet^ 

l>e  trsvtUsr  stalled  up  and  audi  ^  Daniiialiail»  d^a 
knm  HBef  and  looked  aboat,  undecided  whai  to  do* 

**Kiiow  yeP  said  Bauldy,  *^aaid  whenefor^  not  I 
ttvref  aaw  im  faee  once  that  I  know  not  again,  and  mv 
MiirtU'  hott  «ye  too,  and  what'a  waiir»  the  gallo va  wiU 
iDen  ya^  ttid  1  wani  ja  hanged.  I  never  aaw  a  man 
iuHiged  in  my  life." 

llieatFBnger  had  by  thia  tiaiereaehed  the  tbreahold ; 
««Myk0fae,"he0aid. 

'^Ayvyoorhonoar^ihoiae^''  answeied  Bauldyr 

^I  aay«  my  horse^  fool»'*  aaid  the  others 

**lnd  I  aay/ynor  hnrae,  knave,''  responded  Bauldy; 
«flhsk«y  of  dse  stable  dooi's  in  my  pondi-^j^'U.  hav# 
mmhm  akili:  and  8titngth.to  get  it*" 

Tbid  stranger  now  grasped  Bauldy  by  the  collar ; 
Bahl^/seiasd  faldi  in  natuvn.  A  i4iort  atrugi^e  ensuedv 
when  the  stranger  received  such  a  fall  as  seemed  to 
etttsk  his  whale  frwn^* 

«^Wha's  Ibol  nowF  shouted  Bauldy*  •'wha's  fool 
aftw  f  New<c<Hne-Jofaii,  lie  ye  there ;  ye  ken  what  ye 
did  am<mg  my  master's  gowd  lang  syne ;  but,  de'il  as 
ye  are*  rise  and  rint  lor  my  master  is  gone  for  oimon 
BrocKe,  the  shepherdt  and  his  three  sons,  and  ye  wilt 
be  gmbbed  and  neekished." 

The  faUaa  nuin  started  to  his  feet,  and  fled  like 
>qaicksilTeri  and  Bauldy.  r^med  smgin^  to  his  fireside, 
and  eriedv  ^Come  out,  master,  come  ou^  and  take 
ctiaigis  of  your  hoMse,  and  let  me  be  daft/  again ;  this 
wisdom  is  a  paiafiil  garmcnt-Ho^oiley  is  the  pieasanter 


**  Bauldy,  my  dow*— Bauldy,  my  bairn,"  said  Gibbie, 
maUng  his  appearance,  '*I  shall  make  a  man  of  thee 
lor  this." 

^That's  mair  than  a  hetter  hand  could  do,"  said 
Bauldy-  ^  I  wad  rather  ye  wad  make  my  bed  cJl  deep 
qf  straWf  and  lay  tbvee  aacks  aboon  me." 
.    **  It  sbAlI  be  done,   answc^  Gibbie. 
.  11iei|9  altefioyls  on  th^  tieasure  of  Gibbie  were  now 
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tilked  of  far  mcl  wide ;  tofine  pilied  hiai  Ar  bit  ^eMk 
and  some  called  him  sordid,  and  all  declared  -tkat  Im 
would  of  a  anr^ty  bury  his  gold  ia  somd  luaely  place* 
and  die'  and  leave  the  secret  undivulged.  Tbw  hrinf 
fecei^ed  stvoiig  coninnation)  whea  it  waa  told  tfait  be 
loved  to  wander  on  one  of  hia  bflla  by  mooidighttiaad 
that  on  Sunday  be  wi^a  freqa^ndy  aeen  siUBqr  by  tke 
ndnei^s  well^  and  looking  wiatftdly  to  a'  Ikde  grtek 
knoll  which  rose  like  a  wart  from  tiie  ascent'  (^  the 
hilL  'There  ramoor  said  he  had  buried  bis  treasure ; 
and  there,  or  near  there,  he  was  ■son^t  By  ifaoie'ti^ 
desired. to  fiiid  hhn.  All 'this  wasnot^oikkBown  16  that 
numerous  class  of  indus^ous  men  toi  wiKun^  eslstem 
mack  and  his  comrades  belonged,  and  Qowdeii  ttbbie 
was  marked  Ofnt  as  a  subject  that  came  nicely  Widiin 
a  certain  circuit  of  country  whibh  the  sbciety  vesnhvd 
to  make  experiiiients  on.  One^ -of  ite  Bomber,  a 
southron  by  birth,  and  i  strangieni  niside  aoMinonndudi 
of  the  marks  of  hitf  intended  victim,  and,  instructed  by 
Ulack,  known  afterward  in  the  Newgate  Galeiiddff  by 
the  name  of  Qipsy  'Geordie,  and  by  hia^^cclmraide^Nfew- 
come- John,  alias  John  Orombie^  he  departed'  cm  hia 
mission.  '  '         .      "     ' 

Great  was  the  alarm  of  Gowden  Gibbie,  ais  ho  took 
his  customary  strol!  one  moonlight  nighty  to* s^e  a  man 
staft  up  horn  the  ground  within  throw  i^' a  quoirfroai 
the  place'  where  his  treasor^^hive  was  Idd. '  ~  What 
wantest  thou  here,  friend,  among  itiy  i^e^,^<al^iis 
hour  T  said  Gibbie.'    **  Ye*re  h*re  for  na6  godei** 

**  Curse  thy  sheep  and^hee  both^'^  said  the  sottthMo; 
^1  want  thf  gold^where  is  it  hklT-^'he^  meiheboifr-^ 
here's  the  key  that  will  open  it.**  And  he  held  a  iMtiHl 
some  pistol,  with  a  patent  lock  aiid  h^  trigger,  Within 
an  inch  of  Gibbie"^  nose.^  ^  Show  metby  gold,  I  'biiy« 
else  I  shall  pull  ^his  little  ticklish  piece  of  iron^  CaHed 
a  tngger.  ... 

With  many  a  sigh  ind  lil^y  a  |[roan,  poor '  Gobble 
took  his  way  to  the  spot  where  the  hive  was  hidi  alid 
turned  to  his  enemy  and  stifd,  «*  Ye  will  spoil  -n  ghmd 
experfment — tfai6  hiH~  is  jull 'bf'liqtdd  gbld  ai^  an 
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mmg^  ii^'of  HMMttunt^  md  »  w&ae  mi  hath  ooni#  fioa 
^.far.ls|qd;tQ  te»ch  me  how  to  obtain  it  The  Mcreft 
will  not  be  ripe  fiur,  diacloauxe  this  long  twehremontlii 
yet;  I  hope  ye'U  no  peni8t,.for  it  will  spoil  a  grand 
expeHment" 

.;  *" Ay^  ay ;.  a  Ukely  tale,  but  it  wont  pass  nmater, 
master,**  said  the  other ;  ^  you  cant  come  the  romaalM 
^0Ti  m^  aB  ye  4id  wilb  New^om&John*  Stt^^-ahtke 
y43!pv'pijmi*-^g  VG^  the  due^-^^^or  damme-*-^'  and  he  men* 
ai>ed  him  with  the  pistd. 

Tlius  viged  and  endangered,  poor  Gibbie  dug  up  the 
hive,  turned  it  round  aud  'found,  and  oried,  ^  Tfaero,  I 
tauld  that  ye  wad  spoil  a  grand  experiment ;  the  golden 
combs  are  coagulating,  as  Fm  a  ruined  smner.  O! 
wilful,  sinful  man !  the  riches  of  Solomon's  temple  were 
but  a  trifle  to  the  treasures  which  this  hill  contains,  and 
which  this  charmed  hive  would  have  gathered.  In 
another  year  it  would  have  been  filled  wiidi  solid  gold, 
instead  ii  these  gathering  drops.  O !  ye  have  muckle 
to  answer  for !  Now  life's  naught ;"  and  he  threw  hun- 
self  resolutely  down,  and  refus^  all  comfort,  replying 
to  the  repeated  inquiries  of  the  robber,  ^  Shoot  me, 
shoot  me — ^life's  no  worth  a  brass  bodle  now — shoot 
me,  put  me  out  of  pain !" 

^  Confound  my  body  and  smash  my  limbs  !**  muttered 
his  assailant,  replacing  his  pistol  in  his  pocket ;  this 
can  be  no  shaip-witted  miser — ^he  is  the  parish  fool,  by 
gemini ;  and  I  have  come  fifty  miles  and  odd  to  rob  a 
bom  idiot !  A  hive  of  treasure,  and  bees  which  gathered 
gold?  I  never  heard  the  like  on't — 111  be  sweetly 
laughed  at  in  the  profession,  if  this  gets  wind.  Friend,** 
he  added,  touching  Gibbie  with  his  foot,  •*  can  ye  keep 
a  secret  f* 

** Eh,  what  will  ye  give  met"  answered  Gibbie. 

**Thi8  is  a  Scotch  fool  now,"  said  the  other,  "not 
8o  far  gone  in  his  wits  as  we  in  the  south ;  there's  half 
a  guinea  for  thee — and  stay,  a  word  of  advice-— shave 
thy  head,  wear  a  clay  cap,  and  keep  at  home  in  the 
foil  of  the  moon."    So  saying  he  went  away. 

When  Gibbie  returned  home,  he  sat  down  and  wept« 
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nd  Baddy  sat  terida  kim  aad  laaghad.  Mtatma 
far  and  B<tar  to  hem  him  wondarilil  aiolyv  and  ma&]f 
w«Bft  away  shaking  ihetr  heads  aad  saymg,  **Heafi 
ever  a  Christian  lag  sio  a  lee8ome4ookmg  tde,  as  that 
of  the  Channed  WlYb  and  tlie  Liquid  (^Idt  Hence^^ 
forth  let  B8  oaU  him  Gowden  Gibbie  note  mas^et  his 
4aiiie  be  Goose  Gibl>ie.'' 

The  new  name  stuckf  and  bodk  are  inaerfted  onhia 
I^Testone  in  the  parish  kukyard  wheie  he  Kes  sMeb]^ 
side  widi  his  friend  and  servant  Bauldy^  who,  by  refleet^ 
mg  peracms  who  draw  morals  from  meii*s  livesi  eame 
a&rward  to  be  oalied  King  ArohtbakL 
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THE 

BRIDAL  OF  BORTHWICK. 


BY  D.  M.  MOnt* 

*DlMr,  1AV«  thy  hMiM,  md  tooM  with  nrt, 
TiMt  •9MI1  tiM  world  for  lore  oTtliee ; 
Thou  Shalt  have  wool,  thoa  ahalt  have  iQk, 
Thoa  shall  hafv»  hfMwy,  wliie,  and  milk; 
,  Thoa  Shalt  haT^  all,  for  all  la  dus 
VhnBn  thou^ts  are  free  and  love  is  tme." 

.  La»t  Jraniu  ds  Borthwxck  was  not  more  remark- 
able for  her  bearing  than  for  her  stroqg  paMions.  De- 
scended from  a  long,  line  of  high  prpg«nitQrs»  she^  h;id, 
perhaps^  allowed  overmuch  the  conscsonsness  of  her 
iiobilir)r  to  hoM  in  abeyifiice  the  milder  and  more  fem»- 
Bine  graces  of  her  nature.  This  aristocratic  disposition, 
let  ily  howevef^  kk  charity  be  acknowledged,  was  never 
allowed  to  display  itself  in.  tynumous  orders  or  actions, 
bm.  left  ■  itself  to  be  infeixed  from  her  haughty  reserve, 
the  spdendour  of  her  usual  attire,  and  her  strict  attentioa 
10  proserve  her  children  from  vulgar  contamination. 
,  JOad  ibrtune  eatabliAed  them  somewhat  lower  in  the 
•eale  of  sooiety,  this  secluding  system  of  their  parent 
-aught,  perhaps,  have  cost  them  more  than  it  was  their 
lot  to  feel ;  for  the  lawns  and  gardens  around  the  fipe 
castle,  of  Borthwick  afforded  them  sufficient  scope  fv 
air  and  exercise* 
At  tbe  tana  of  our  little  narrativi^  Lord  de  Borthwick 
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was  abroad  at  the  court  of  France,  at  the  head  of  an 
embassy  from  Holyiood ;  and  his  lady  kept  herself  al- 
most shut  up  withm  the  walls  of  the  casde,  one  of  the 
most  splendid  and  redoubtable  structures  of  the  kind  in 
all  Scotland,  whether  considered  as  a  place  of  residence 
or  defence ;  though  the  value  of  a  home,  in  those  troubled 
times,  was  estimated  less  by  its  comfort  than  its  secu- 
rity. Human  foresight,  boweyer,  is  frail.;,  for  notwith- 
standing its  being  almost  sitrroun^ed  by  a  liraiet  named 
the  Gore,  denying  access  save  by  a  perron  of  stone 
raised  to  the  height  of  the  first  story,  and  thence  com- 
municating by  a  drawbridge  wt^  4^  gate  of  the  tower, 
it  did  not  prevent  the  very  simple  accident  which  is  the 
basis  of  the  following  little  tale. 

Not  only  was  the  <^d  family  nurse  prohibited  from 
carrying  the  children  beyond  the  groundB  in  tlie  imme- , 
diate  neighbourhood  of  the  castle,  but  they  were  never, 
on  any  account,  permitted  to  go  out  without  her  attend- 
ance. It  chanced,  however,  that  the  orchard-gate  had 
been  one  day  left  open ;  and  while  the  nurse,  seated  in 
ihe  ^ade  of  a  large  cherry-tree,  was  amusing  Mttgiry, 
the  eldest  daughter,  with  sdme  verses  of  an  old  abngaa 
she  plied  her  needlework,  Lifiaa,  the  younger  of  the 
two,  in  her  frolicsome  chase  of  a  butterfly,  made  her 
way  out  at  it  The  day  was  fine,  and  all  the  air  m» 
eical  with  birds.  The  nurse  sang,  and  the  ywmg  Mkf 
lisiened ;  but  when  LiGan  was  missed  and  called  ki^ 
LUian  was  nowhere  to  be  ibond« 

Conscious  of  her  lady's  impetuous  temper,  and  tew*, 
fied  for  the  consequences  of  her  own  indaseretioii,  ihe 
old  nurse  lost  the  only  chance  of  regaining  her  stri^red 
charge  by  making  the  affair  known,  and  catting  in.  the 
domestics  to  her  assistance.  Two  hours  weite  aufmd 
to  elapse  in  fruitless  search;  the  gardens*-^the  aUnrin- 
beries— Ae  parks — nay,  even  iht  apartments  of  die 
castle  itself  had  all  to  no  purpose  been  gone  thiongfa, 
ere,  approaching  the  focus  of  theur  dismwy,  Mai||aiy  itt 
length  burst  from  the  side  of  the  old  woman,  «^  tun* 
ning  with  tears  in  her  eyes  to  the  chamber  of  her  mothert 
told  her  that  liKan  was  nowhere  to  be  found. 
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*nic  abruptness  ^  the  disclosure  threw  the  unfbrtu<* 
Jitle  lady,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  into  a  severe 
•woon,  iioiBi  whieh  she  was  not  for  a  conBiderable  time, 
and  with  some  difficulty,  recovered.  Then,  indeed,  did 
a  commotion  CDmraence  worthy  of  traditional  record ; 
for  the  alarm-bells  were  set  a-jingling  so  sincerely  in 
earnest,  that  they  were  answered  from  the  towers  of 
Grichton  Castle  on  the  one  hand,  and  Oxenford  on  the 
other.  The  steeds  were  hurried  from  their  stalls,  and 
twen^  servingrmen  were  in  a  few  minutes  mounted,  and 
BOOttiing  the  country  in  every  direction ;  the  bugles  of 
fine  party  responding  to  the  bugles  of  another^  and  thus 
keepii^  up  a^  eham  of  observation  and  intelligence. 
£veary  halPhovr  a  message  was  sent  up  to  the  warden 
to  lean  if  any  one  was  seen  returning  from  among  the 
hills  with  happy  tidings ;  but  noon  matured  into  after- 
noon, and  afternoon  waned  into  evening ;  in  purple  and 
{pold  the  sun  wa6  descending  behind  the  summits  of  the 
western  Fentlands^  and  the  bat  was  already  abroad  flap- 
|Mng  his  leathern  wings,  ere,  one  afler  another,  dropped 
in  jaded  steed  and  man,  without  having  gained  trace  or 
intelligence  of  the  lost  diild. 

This  was  a  grievous  calamity  for  the  house  of  Borth- 
wick ;  and  they  judge  harshly  of  its  lady  who  suppose 
that  under  the  dazzling  and  proud  exterior  dwelt  none 
4i£  the  natural  a0ection»  peculiar  to  a  mother.  The  op- 
posite may  be  assevered  to  have  been  the  fact,  for  the 
dktraetion  of  her  mind  amounted  almost  to  insanity ;  the 
jregards  which  she  had  been  accustomed  to  withhold 
froka  the  great;  mass  of  society  finding  their  almost  only 
<>iitlet  in  maternal  tenderness.  Day  afler  day  passed 
over,  and  day  afler  day  search  was  repeated  in  vain. 
Rewards  were  offered,  but  no  one  ever  came  forward  to 
eL^ifn  them;  and  when  Lord  de  Borthwick  returned 
ftom  abroad,  he  found  his  fair  little  Lilian  vanished,  no 
<me  knew  where,  and  his  lady,  with  the  whole  house* 
hold,  in  mourning. 

Year  after  year  came  to  pass  away,  and  Lilian  de 
Borthwick  was  as  one  who  had  never  been,  except  in 
liieiiBM^tafiedi^coUectioiiofherpareoto.    It  was  eon- 
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eluded,  either  that  she  had  wandered  into  tiie  iMOds, 
and,  losing  herself  m  their  lecepses,  perished  of  hnnger, 
or  had  fallen  into  some  of  the  streams  in  attempliiig  to 
find  her  way  back  to  the  castle.  It  was  kyn^  afterward 
discovered,  however,  the  truth  of  the  story  ran  im  neither 
<^  these  ^faAimels. 

Though  the  time  when  the  gipsies,  or  wandering 
Egyptians,  first  appeared  in  Seotland  be  not  exaecly 
ascertained,  the  earliest  authenticated  notiee  of  thcooi 
Mtherto  met  with  is  in  a  letter  of  James  the  Fomrth  to 
the  King  of  Denmark,  sdiciting  the  extensioik  of  hk 
royal  uncle's  munificence  to  a  party  of  them  who  were 
travelling  back  to  their  native  countty  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nile. 

At  the  period  <rf  our  narrative,  they  had  mdtiplied  to  , 
a  considerable  extent,  and  overrun  in  an  especial  maimer 
the  districts  in  the  south-east  of  Scotland,  having  at 
Kiikyetholm,  in  Roxburghshire — a  village  Imboeomed 
among  the  Cheviot-hills — a  kind  of  general  rendezvoQ& 
This  place  the  vagrant  tribe  considered  -as  their  head- 
quarters; and,  better  to  bring  a  people  who  acknow^ 
lodged  no  claims  of  birthright  or  citizensliip  within  the 
pale  of  justice,  llie  lords  in  council  had  granted  pardci»> 
lar  powers  to  the  head  of  their  clan,  under  the  style  of 
Lord  and  Earl  of  Little  Egypt  Nor  were  the  wandefv 
ing  commmiity  without  their  especial  utility  at  a  time 
and  in  a  country  where  regular  merchants  were  not  to 
be  met  with  save  m  the  towns  and  cities ;  for  though 
notoriously  given  to  petty  {Sunder,  and,  emiseqnently» 
under  a  particular  public  8urveillance,'they  atoned  for 
this,  in  some  measure,  by  acting  as  tix^rs,  and  cmryv 
ang  about  iBtrtieles  of  crockery,  selling  gewgaws  and  finoy 
to  the  swain  wherewith  to  woo  ami  win  the  aflbctionB 
of  his  rustic  Dulcinea,  or,  peradventure,  making  to  masjr 
the  present  time  happy  by  prophesying  lustily  of  fbture 
happiness. 

Now,  however  litdd  it  might  have  been  snspeelfld  by 
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dM  noble  fiimily  of  Boitbwiek  at  the  time,  a  femde  of 
tiik  tiftef  and  none  other,  was  the  kidnapper  of  fair  little 
laliaik  Hairing  been  perambulating  the  connlry  in 
quest  cif  customers  for  her  small  wares,  i^  chanced  to 
be  resting  on  a  large  stone  under  a  chestnut'lree  by  the 
wayside,  when  the  child,  only  three  years  old,  came 
totte^g  out,  in  her  glee,  from  the  gate  of  the  orchard, 
fineh  ft  prise  had  never  before  awaJiened  the  pilfering 
pvopenskies  of  the  gipsy-woman,  the  child  being  wrapped 
up  in  a  scarlet  mimtte,  lined  with  costly  furs,  and  pro« 
finely  ooTered  with  g<^d  embroidery.  As  it  were  a  bird 
drawn  by  fascination  into  the  jaws  of  the  snake,  the 
heedless  child  made  directly  towards  the  spot  where 
the  woman  sat.  No  one  seemed  to  follow ;  and,  gaz- 
ing with  a  quick,  heedM  glance  around,  she  perceived 
that  no  one  was  near ;  so,  thoughtless  of  consequences, 
and  without  having  time  to  reflect  further  than  that  a 
prize  was  within  her  power  if  she  chose  to  take  advan- 
tage of  her  good  fortune,  she  snatched  up  the  little  crea- 
ture in  her  .arms,  ebveloped  her  in  her  ample  duffle 
oloak,  and  away  as  iast  as  she  eould  fly  with  her  bur- 
then to  the  nearest  covert  of  the  forest. 

No  doubt  aware  that  the  child  was  a  seion  of  the 
proud  tree  of  Borthwick,  and  that  its  abstraction  might 
draw  down,  not  only  destmction  on  her  own  head,  but  in- 
HiAve  the  destinies  of  her  whole  tdbe^  it  is  scarcely  to 
be  supposed  that  the  gq>sy  had  any  other  object  in 
¥iew  than  to  possess  herself  of  the  splendid  mantle 
thrown  aiound  tlie  child.  So,  after  hurrying  on  for 
some  little  distance  into  the  woods,  yet  not  fardier  than 
that  Lilian,  if  brought  to  the  margin,  might  regain  her 
way  home,  she  endeavoured  to  undo  the  clasps  which 
listened  the  mantle,  but,  after  repeated  trials,  found 
ber  efibrts  unavailing.  It  was  only  now  that  darker 
purposes  flashed  athwart  the  mind  of  the  £g3rptian ; 
and,  taking  out'a  large  knife  from  her  pocket,  she  threat- 
ened instantly  to  imbrue  her  hands  in  the  blood  of  th« 
fKM>|,  child  if  she  did  not  promise  to  remain  qmet*  Sh# 
tried  and  tried  in  vain,  for  numerous  clasps  were  se» 
«Mjred  in  a  wi^  she  knew  not  to  unrivet,  and,  ber  eastern 
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ttatnn  enkindling  to  a  dejgtee  of  rage*  wbiie  ma^fit' 
ing  BQine  dark,  myBterious  curses,  slie  alttost  resolved 
on  taking  away  the  life  of  the  innocent;  for  the  ftsteo- 
ings  could  not  be  cut  asunder  without  materiafly  detet- 
liorating  the  value  of  her  prize*  But  even  in  the  darit* 
est  and  most  malignant  heart  there  are  some  nooks 
acoessihie  to  the  toucheis  of  nature,— raome  iundliy  speek 
in  the  blasted  wilderness  of  the  huDsan  bosom^  wi&  its 
singing  bird,  and  its  spring,  and  its  palm-tree;  iso^ 
when  Lilian  cast  up  her  bright  hbae  ey«,  cravkng  the 
inercy  and  compassion  of  the  savage,  the  hard  knots  of 
her  swarthy  brow  relaxed;  the  scintillations  of  her 
dark,  flashing  eyes  abated ;  and,  threatening  the  eh^ 
on  the  peril  of  its  life  to  make  any  outcry,  sbe  snatched 
h^  again  up  into  her  arms,  and  pursued  her  way  to  the 
pis  through  the  by-paths  of  the  forest 

III. 

The  summer  sun  was  now  high  in  heaven;  and  the 
gipsy  was  far  on  the  road  towards  Kelso,  though  she 
kept  carefully  aloof  from  public  observation  by  thread- 
ing  many  *^  a  bosky  bourn  and  busky  dell  f  now  mak- 
ing directly  to  some  mountainous  pout  among  th«' 
Lammei^muir  hills,  and  now  winding  circuilously  arsund 
the  far-scattered  farmstea<£ng8.  Otken  fron^the  top  of 
rising  grounds  did  she  stop  to  listen,  and  to  look  badk 
in  the  direction  of  Borthwiek  Casde ;  but  neither  sigiit 
nor  sound  conveyed  to  her  a  token  of  alarm  or  purauit. 
Weary  and  worn  out  with  her  burden  and  her  hurried 
journey,  she  came  to  a  rivulet  which^rgled  pleasantly 
under  some  ash-trees,  and  here,  seeing  no  trace  of  hvh 
man  habitation  nearer  than  a  village  some  two  miles 
distant,  she  laid  down  Lilian  on  the  grass  that  ^e  night 
wash  and  refresh  herself. 

Fatigue,  terror,  and  anxiety  had  so  overcome  the 
gentle  child,  that  in  a  little  she  fell  into  a  soond 
sleep,  from  which  she  did  not  awaken  as  the  E^gyptiaa 
conveyed  her  to  the  screen  of  a  Uaebeny  bush ;  for  the 
ana  was  fierce  and  scorcAung,  and  there  was  not  a  eloiid 
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;^>  dl#  f;9Mle  of'  the  Mue  etky.  Scarcely  hftd  she  done 
^Ihist  When  her  ear  was  suddenly  alarmed  by  the  tram- 
pling of  horses,  and,  climbing  a  little  way  up  one  of  the 
trees,  she  perceived  a  ])arty  ascending  the  nearest  teie. 
^WhaHcocdd  she  do  ?  To  alarm  the  child  wa&  now  tod 
-iale)  fop  m  awaking  it  suddenly  it  was  most  likely 
that  i  sense  of  its  skuation  might  cause  it  to  scream^ 
"^loA  bring  the  horeemen  directly  upon  her.  To  escape 
from  the  copse  was  impossible;  and  she  immediately 
lomid  ihat  she  had  iHM^g  for  it  but  to  provide  for  her 
ewn  siEilety  by  cre^ing  into  a  large  hole  in  a  s«mdbank 
Italf-bddeii  by  #te  tangled  branches  of  the  sloe  and 
Ijtattibte;  " ' 

'^'  Seare^^ad  the  go^  securely  mto  her  luc&ig-plaee 
when  the  riders  approached*  It  was,  however,  none 
of  the  sieouiing  parties  of  Lady  de  Berth wick^  biit4he 
Lady  Abbess  of  Ooldinghame,  who  had  been  across  the 
Fiith  of  Fojth  conlbicting  some  sacerdotal  buskiess  at 
Shnufermlmo,  «nd  was  now  on  her  homeward  route,  at^ 
tended  by  three  of  the  lay-brothers  of  the  convents  £n* 
gag^^  in  c<mversatk>n,  ^ey  had  almost  passed  the 
eopse,  when  the  last  of  i!h»  train,  beholding  the  scariet 
tinge  of  the  child^s  maniile  under  one  of  the  bushes* 
reined  tip  his  hoarse,  made  a  isignal  for  the  party  to  halt^ 
imd)  dismouhtiiig,  found  iMe  Lilian  fast  asleep.  As  no 
one  was  to  be  seen  around,  the  abbess  commanded  the 
ehild  to  be  carried  forward  aloiig  with  them,  promismg 
that  it  dhotdd  be  carefidly  attended  to  «ntil  suck  traces 
-mijght  be  discovered  as  might  lead  to  its  restoration.  - 
Scotland  was  at  that  remote  period  divided  into  a  great 
inany  itobst  distinct  compartments,  from  the  pernicious 
'^^idettce  of  the  feudal  system,-*— a  system  which  renh 
^r^d  pn^idmity  of  lordship  an  almost  certain  plea  for 
discord  and  dieturbanee,  hostile  aggression,  and  hostile 
t<eta!liation»  On  these  accounts,  there  was  little  com- 
merce ^r  connexion  between  the  baronies  of  Borthwick 
ilnd  Consland  find  those  lying  farther  scruth;  the  distiicts 
skiftmg  the  sea  having  a  more  naitural  communication 
mKtk  the  populous  coast  of  Fifeshire ;  while  the  border 
^utt^iee  fonned  a  lade  of  unian  among  tbanselves  to 
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make  iiicTursioBS  into  the  noirihem  p«ft8  of  EnghnAt.mt 
xesist  the  predatory  attacks  of  tl^e  powerfiillBaiilifi^  6f 
Scroope,  Howard,  and  Percy. 

Whateyer  might  have  been  the  cause — and  .probably 
this  was  the  true  one*— the  asylum  of  liliaa  never  was 
discovered ;  and  she  was  sufiered  to  grow  i:^  in  the  80- 
jclnsion  of  the  eloister,:like  a  violet  in  the  shade.  A^  th^ 
knowledge  and  learning  of  the  times  were«  howevert  duly 
propowkled  to  her;  for  the  abbess,  to  her  credit  be  it 
•poketi,  took  a  pride  in  lier  young  charge,  who»  wh^ 
she  had  attained  to  her  fifteenth  year,  was  a  perfect 
model  of  feminine  beauty.  To  her  e;xteIma}f4ovdtin^a$ 
she  added  the  endearing  additions  of  a  spirit  the  nyist 
affable  aoid  benign,  a  heart  overflowing  ,wi^  feelings  of 
sympathy,  and  a  sensibility  to  the  phanos  of  extemid 
iDiature;  illustrative  of  all  that  is  excellent  ^  gene^us» 
She  looked  on  all  living  things  as  if  she  derived  {Measure 
from  the  sight,  and,  by  the  charms  of  her  tepnper  and 
persoQy  stole  away  the  affectioffs.  of  all  that  looked 
on  her. 

Aboixt  this  time.  Sir  Daiid  Seaton,  a  yomig^a^d  yaliant 
knight,  arrived  iiom  East  Lothian  oa  some  matter  ^ 
business,  and  in  his  eonversations  with  the  lady  abbess 
in  the  guest-hall  was  smitten  with  the  lot eljiness  of  the 
fair  foundling,  who  sat  at  work  in.  one.pf  the  window- 
BicheSt  The  severe  rules  of  the  place  forbade  any 
fennal  introduction,  and  courtesy  pisevented  his  i^idung 
those  approaches  which  affection  eagerly  dictated  to  him ; 
and  Sir  David  departed  without  oppor^iauty  of  exdtgamgr 
mg  a  word  with  the  beautiful  stranger. 

But  the  genius  of  true  love  is  fruit&l  in.in^^tioiQs; 
and  the  buaiD^ss  of  the  young  ktnght's  mis^Qt  it  was 
AOOQ  found*  could  not  be  settled  at  a  Gongle  interview.; 
so  in  a  short  time,  without  more  leave-asking  than  a 
beneficent  glance  from  the  bright  blue  eyes  of  iyiian,  he 
ventured  on  brndung  the  ice  ^  restraint  between  them* 
Otrcamstances  paved  the. way  for  one  anoihec,  subjeqt 
imwdncadsiibjeet,  and  interview  led  to  interview.  StiUL 
k  may  be  swom^  that  even  tiie  unworldly  abbess  hqiselt 
began  to  snqpect  that  metde  more  attrMstive  tbw  th« 
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^Mtdcmciil  of  8<mi«  trUmg  di&raiiee^oiiceniiiig  the  f«ii« 
tenure  of  .eome  diincbkufujeled  the  young  scion  of 

-Seaum  such  a  .fieqneni  danc6»  though  ecarcdy  could 
«he  aU<>w  heraeif  to  auj^pOBQ  that  the  heir  of  a  powerful 
and  anoieni  fiunily  could  honourably  fix  hia  affections 
dn  a  foundliag  who  bad. no. escutcheon  of  nobility  to 

.boast  of  aara  AatafnitJirein  her  fair  face  and  fame. 

In  this,  however,  she  xiistook;  for  not  only  had  Sir 
David  Seaton  placed  his.  affections  on  the  lovely,  heme- 
lesa  Lilian,  bat  he  had  secretly  vowed  within  his  own 

,  sool,  in  the  fervour  of  youthful,  passion,  that  none  other 

>  but «he. should  share  his  hc^use.  and  heart.  But  a  tre- 
mendous barrier  opposed  iiseiif  between  them ;  {or  how 

.  waahe  to  obtain  ^  ccMO»ent  of  his  family  and  relations 
-^pvofud  of  their  rich  blood  and  high  pedigree — ^to  his 

>  -union  wkh  a  girl  who  coulti  not  reckon  ancestry  back 
.  the  length 4)f  her  own  parents?  The  jealousy  of  the 
,  lady  i^iess,  kindlied  but  too.late,  had  by  this  time  de- 
.  nied  him  access  to  the  convent ;  but,  as  the  old  sopg 
.  goes,  ^  True  love  will-venture  in  where  it  dare  not  weU 

be  seen,**  and  had  before  this  established  a  channel  of 
^  communication ;  .so  Lilian  waa  the  plighted  mistress  of 

>  the  young  lord  of  Seaton. 

VI. 

'  While  the  young  knight  and  the  fair  Lilian  were 
thua  basking  in  the  secret  sunshine  of  their  lov^s,  it  so 
happened  diat  the  Baron  of  Borthvrick  took  up  his 
abode  at  Winton  House  for  a  few  days.  Here  he  was 
nobly  feasted  and  entertained  by  his  host,  who,  having 
been  left  m  early  minority  by  the  death  of  his  father,  had 
now  attained  to  an  age  when  he  was  deemed  capable  to 
take  the  management  of  his  extensive  estates;  and 
it  was  on  this  occasion  that,  one  evening  afler  the 
.  wine^up  had  circulated  freely,  the  old  lord,  in  recalling 
early  times,  spoke  of  his  juvenile  intimacy  with  ihe 
deceased  Sir  Hugh  Seaton,  and  of  many  extraordi 
nary  rencounters  which  had  mishapped  between  them. 
Among  other  things  he  spoke  of  a  famous  deer-chase. 
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in  ytMtAk  serertl  ridere  md  a  mudber  of  honei  had 
lost  their  liTes,  and  when,  aRer  all  the  dogs  weraibne 
np,  Sir  Hngh  held  the  buck  by  the  aQtlera,  tfll  he  him- 
self despatched  him  with  the  whmyard.  ^But,  my 
dear  young  friend,*'  he  said,  ^  there  is  a  story,  ^t 
aboTe  all  concerns  you.  Perhaps  you  may  not^be 
aware  of  the  paetion  entered  into,  on  ovr  words  of 
honour,  that  our  flBmiilies  should  be  imited,  provided  the 
one  possessed  a  son  and  the  other  a  daughter  f 

It  may  easily  be  siqpposed  ike  effect  which  this  dls« 
closure  had  on  ^e  heart  of  ike  young  kn^ht,  for  nerer, 
till  that  moment,  had  he  Jbeen  made  aware  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  an  s^greement ;  and  he  knew  too  well  the 
character  of  oM  Lord  de  Bbrthwiek  to  eonceiTe  him 
capable  of  jesting  on  such  a  subject  He  was  com- 
pletely overtaken  unawares,  and  at  a  loss  what  to 
think ;  for  howev^  rash  he  might  deem  his  parent  for 
having  become  a  party  to  s»ch  an  unnatural  agreement, 
yet  did  he  hold  his  memory  in  such  reverence,  as  to 
reckon  any  act  of  disobedience  on  his  own  part  not 
only  imallowable,  but  sacrilegious*  Then  rose  the 
form  of  fair  Lilian  to  the  eye  cKf  his  mind ;  and  he  was 
tossed  in  a  sea  of  troubles.  Could  he  think  of  abandon- 
ing one  so  beautiful  in  form,  and  so  pure  in  heart ; 
whose  affections  he  had  wooed,  and  won;  and  who 
was  willing  to  leave  all,  and  follow  his  fortunes !  He 
wist  not  what  to  think,  for  well  he  knew,  that,  backed 
by  the  whole  host  of  his  relations,  Lord  de  Borthwick 
would  call  upon  him  to  redeem  the  pledge  which  had 
been  sacredly  given.  So  when^  next  morning,  he  bade 
farewell  to  the  party  of  the  old  baidn,  at  the  gate  facing 
towards  his  town  of  Ormiston,  he  shook  him  o(»dially 
by  the  hahd,  saying,  **  Would  to  Heaven  your  discovery 
of  yesterday  had  been  made  to  me  somewhat  earlier, 
my  lord ;  nevertheless  I  shall  endeavour  in  all  things 
to  conduct  myself  as  becometh  a  real  and  spotless 
bright ;  and,  as  in  all  things  I  have  been  solicitous  to> 
kXhvr  the  dictations  of  him  wfaa  hath  gone  to  a  better 
World,  so  ftur  as  honourably  in  me  lies,  his  viU  in  this 
matter  also  shall  not  be  forgotten*" 
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Gha£0d  in  ,hi«  mind,  and  depreasfd  in  spirit,-  finding 
it  imposuUe  to  reconisile  thia  contest  between  honour 
and  duty  that  now  followed,  it  is  easier  to  imagine  than 
describe  the  state  into  which  the  gallant  young  kni|;ht 
was  thrown.  A  few  restless  days  and  almost  phrensied 
nights  passed  oyer  him,  and  driven  to  the  verge  of 
despair,  he  at  length  determined  to  unbosom  himself  to 
ItiluuH  and  abide  by  her  decision,  whatever  that  nught 
be.  On  the  one  hand,  he  was  called  upon  to  ratify  the 
paction  of  a  father  whom  he  tenderly  loved  in  life ; 
whose  memory  he  revered,  and  whose  wishes  com- 
manded his  most  implicit  regard ;  but  to  verify  the  old 
adage  about  "  the  course  of  true  lov^,^  &c.  these  wishes 
could  not  be  fulfilled  without  doing  violence  to  his  most 
deeply-cherished  feelings,  and  injustice  to  her  who  had 
exchanged  vows  of  mutual  affection,  and  whose  loveli- 
ness and  virtue  tended  so  greatly  to  enhance  the  magni- 
tude of  the  sacrifice. 

No  sooner,'  however,  was  the  noble-hearted  Lilian 
made  aware  of  what  had  been  disclosed,  than  she 
heroically  forestalled  him  in  his  application ;  and  what- 
ever the  resolution  might  have  cost  her,  she  bore  up 
agajnst  the  threatened  troubles,  and  suffered  not  her 
sorrows  to  appear.  She  wrote  to  him  a  long  epistle, 
conjuring  him,  by  the  sincerity  of  the  love  he  had  once 
professed,  to  cherish  hope  no  longer — ^to  forget  that 
such  a  bcdng  as  herself  existed,  ai^  faithfully  to  obey 
the  sacred  duty  he  owed  to  the  memory  of  his  beloved 
parent  **In  me,*'  she  added,  "you  might  have  found 
an  humble  follower  of  your  fortunes,  but  not  such  a  wife 
as  the  high  blood  of  Seaton  calls  for,  and  your  merits 
claim.  Think  not  qf  i^— think  not  of  me  one  moment 
longer.  Unless  you  consider  my  nature  to  be  as  base 
as  my  origin  is  obscure — unless  you  wish  me  to  believe 
that  Sir  David  Seaton  can  prefer  his  own  selfish  gratifi- 
cations to  the  liigh  and  holy  commands  ratified  by  the 
honour  of  a  parent,  and  entailed  on  him  as  a  sacred 
do^  to  obey,  you  will  see  me  no  longer,  nor  venture  to 
delude  mine  ear  or  your  own  heait  with  vain  sophisms. 
The  ^  is  oast*  Farewell  for  everl  ht  our  next  meeting 
C2 
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be  in  hesv<^n;  While  I  live,  my  prayetv  for  yOur 
welfare  and  happiness  shall  duly  aseend ;  and  when  I 
die,  I  shall — ^^tis  die  only  earthly  recompense  I  demandy 
— ^I  shatt  ^peat  that  you -shed  a  single  tear  into  my* 
closing  grave. 

^  For  the  last  time,  farewell,  farewell !  andTemember 
this,  that  had  you  not  been  true  to  the  injunctions  of 
your  father,  yon  never  could  have  been  true  to  me. 
Should  yDU  consMer  my  poor  loss  as  at  all  a  sacHfiee, 
console  yourself  with  the  truth  that  filial  piety  demanded 
it  Secure  from  the  tumults  of  th^  vain  world,  my 
days — and  may  they  be  few !— will  glide  over  in  peaee, 
and,  from  thoughts  dedicated  to  Heaven,  the  only  earthly 
claim  wfll  be  my  constant  prayer  that  Sir  David  Seaton' 
and  the  wife  of  his  bosom  be  happy  and  prospermis !" 

Terrible  was  the  struggle  between  love  and  duty  in' 
the  bosohi  of  our  hero ;  and  had  the  extremest  danger^ 
that  eve^r  mortal  heroism  encountered  been  sufficient  to 
have  given  htm  a  chance  of  extricating  himself  froAi  his 
difitcmty,  most  gladly  would  be  have  ehcoonteted-the' 
peril.  But,'  on  the  one  side  lay  his  heart  and  his  vow; 
on  the  other  side  an  obligation,  which  his  holiest  feel-' 
ihgs  shamed  him  to  regard.  The  dead  could  not  arise* 
to  candel  this  command ;  but  tbe  living  had  heroically 
left  him,  not  ohly  friee,  but  had  strenuously  urged  its' 
fulfilment  What  could  he  do!  Alter'  allowing  hk' 
heart  to  be  almost  rent  asunder,  he  at  length  submitted^ 
to  the  solicitations  of  his  relatives, — and,  may  it  be 
added,  of  his  still  too  dear  Lilian ;  conscious  of  the 
awful  sacrifice  she  was  making  for  his  sake,  in  voltiilta*' 
lily  devoting  her  blooming' years  to  a  heartless  nunnery; 
and  that,  in  ratifying  his  father's  paction^  he  was  sacri-' 
ficing  all  his'  chances*  of  eardily  happiness,  by  uniynf 
himself  to  a  woman  he  had  scarcely  ev^r  beheld. 


It  Is  a'  hard  thing  to  go-  a-wooiiig^  against  fh^  win« 
and  to  maki6  those  lip-professions  which  the  heart  haiT 
Utaie  share  in.    B^tcirdiimstanees  reduced  young"  Sir 
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Itaiyjd  Seatmi'to  ^atf  dSeoimar  and  after  faaTing  paid 
formaliy  due  court  to  Margery  the  elder  daughter  of 
Hke  home  of  BorthwicJc,  marriage  matters  were  sooa 
anrangedt  th^  bridal-day  appointed,  and  magnificem 
preparatioiia  made  for  celebrating  0ie  union  of  two  such 
powerful  larailies.  Could  credit  be  attached  to  tra- 
ditional  report,  such  a  disj^ay  of  grandeur  and  mag- 
luficenoe  1^  seldom  been  witnessed  in  tfaos  country ; 
many  of  the  nobility,  with  suitable  attendance,  convening 
together  in  honour  of  the  joyous  festival^  iit>m  remote 
quarters;  lord,  lady,  waiting^page,  guard,  and  squire 
of  low  degree,  bedueened  out  in  all  the  gorgeous  ex- 
tcsnragance  of  the  times»  with  gold  on  gown  and  doublet, 
down  even  to  the  bits  of  their  bridle-reias  and  the 
housings  of  their  saddles.  So  that  for  some  days 
anterior  ta  the  esqiected  ceremouy,  arrival  after  arrival 
cansed  the  h^s  of:  Borthwick  to  overflow,  and  added 
to  the  oheer  of  wine  and  wassail. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  cavalcade  in  attendance  on  the 
bridegroom,  the  whole  parQr  sat  down  to  a  grand 
dejun6>in  which,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  times, 
more  substantial  viands  were  mingled  with  rich  wines^ 
delicious  fruits,  confections,  and  lighter  articles  of  fare ; 
i^dremained  at  board  till  near  midday,  the  appointed  hour 
of  the  marriage-ceremony,  which  was  to  be  performed 
in  the  chapel  of  the  castle  by  the  holy  abbot  of  Seaton, 
who  had  accompanied  his  relative  and  patron. 

Attended  by  the  ladies  of  the  party.  Lady  de  Borth- 
wick had  previously  to  this  retired,  to  observe  that 
every  thing  had  been  fittingly  ordered,  and  to  exhibit  her 
magnificent  arrangements.  The  admiration  of  all  was, 
however,  particularly  elicited  on  surveying  the  decora- 
tions a^d  furnitures  of  the  bridal  chamber.  The  walls 
were  gorgeously  covered  with  the  finest  arras  tapestry, 
and  the  floors  were  carpeted  with  stuffs  of  the  most 
superb  Turkish  manufacture.  .  Censers,  full  of  the  most 
vara  exotics,  distributed  their  incense  around ;  and  the 
hangings  of  the  couch  were  puiple  satin,  looped  up 
with  tasselage  of  gold.  In  short,  nothing  ooidd  be 
addedf  even  in  fancy,  to  the  superb  magnii^cence  of  the 
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plaee,  which  reisembled  more  the  enchttated  ^(misi  of 
an  oriental  tate  than  a  habitation  desdned  to  be  oecupM 
by  two  beings  inhaling  the  breath  of  frail  nMxrtalily^ 
80  the  maidens  and  waitmg-women  whu  stood  linteg 
tiie  passages  as  old  Lady  Jemima  and  het  traiii  piessei 
along,  expecting  praise  for  this  ta^tefd  exertk>A  ofih^ 
hancfiWoi^,  and,  peradventure^  lar^ss  frbm  hftr  gttests^ 
Were  not  baf&ed  in  their  expecta^ns  t  but,  Ih  a  fe# 
moments,  a  wikt  scream  summoned  the  whole  posse  td 
attendance  on  their  mistress. 

And  what,  it  will  immediately  be  asked,  caused  this 
so  sudden  ^arm  of  the  old  lady?  tt  Was  this:— -OH 
pulling  aside  the  s3ken  ciirtadns  of  the  couch,  to  i&pliq^ 
ah  embroidered  coverlet,  in  i^hich  her  maternal  prkM 
especially  delighted,  she  beheld,  spread  over  it,  the 
identical  bahdekine,  tft  eastern  mantle,  #hieh  wai 
«u*ound  the  shofnldei^  of  her  little  Lilian,  when  ske  Had 
disappeared  for  ever !  She  cotdd  not  mistake  itjfyrkk 
peer  was  scarcely  to  be  found  within  the  three  Lothians : 
naving  been  brought  fit>m  Constahtfhople  by  a  Jewish 
mefchiut,  on  order  of  Queen  Margaret,  by  whom  k 
Was  presented  to  Lady  de  Borthwick,  as  a  birth-gift,  at 
the  baptism  of  her  younger  daughter.  ExteAally  k 
was  of  the  finest  scarlet  velvet,  starred  over  witii  geroS 
and  gold;  and,  on  the  inside,  lined  wfdrfturs  cl  thd 
rarest 

.  Alanhed  at  this  sudden  and  inexpltcable  ihdispositioA 
of  their  hostess,  the  ladies  crowded  around  her,  and 
supported  her  from  sinking  on  the  floor,  by  beating  heir 
away  to  a  seat 

••What  is  the  matter,  what  is  the  mattierr  eageiff 
inquired  they  all,  as  they  hung  around  her,  nnlacing 
her  boddice,  and  throwing  open  the  casements  Iblr 
fresh  air.  ! 

^  The  mantle,  the  mantle  T  was  all  she  was  able  ti> 
exclum ;  and  then  feinted  away. 

•*  It  was  !,*•  said  a  stranger,  stepping  forth  Mm  tf* 
%and  of  maidens,  and  putting  aside  the  white  veil  fia 
which  her  head  and  shoulden  were  shrouded.  •*Oh, 
'heavens!  what  have  I  done.    In  my  sinlple  wayi  ^I 
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iiiteiided  H  ptmee^Eeting^  ind,  b!  I  hsve -bioiigiit 
knguish.*'  The  eyes  of  the  whole  groi^  were  inatsoti^r 
tunied  upon  her«  Neirer  hadaay  one  beheld  »  covnte- 
mmee  more  radiantif  beaiilifol-*-4yMi  bo  one  had  crer 
■een  it  before^ 

Lilian  had  always  kilo#n  that  her  fate  was  wrappedin 
datkneas,  but  she  had  long  given  op  the  hope  that  the 
ttiystery  of  her  origin  was  ever  to  be  developed.  She 
was  now,  however,  as  one  on  whom  a  roeteor*ligffat 
flashes  at  midnight ;  and  she  felt  as  if  the  moment  had 
arrived  when  the  riddle  was  likely  to  be  solved*  Bvt 
let  us  turn  a  Iittf  e  back,  and  account  for  the  unexpected 
appearance  of  the  fair  foundlmg  at  this  time  and  jdace. 

VL 

Nature  is  above  all;  and,  though  its  dictates  miy 
be  stifled,  they  can  never  be  eradicated,  for  in  them  we 
live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.  Lilian  was  doomed 
to  acquiesce  In  the  truth  of  thw  Apothegm,  whan,  in  the 
eolitude  of  the  conventicle  heard  of  the  day  fixed  for 
the  union  of  the  houses  of  Borthwick  and  Seaton.  fa 
the  enthusiasm  of  her  paseion^  she  had  reckoned  on 
l&avittg  nobly  subdued  all  selfish  considerations,  and 
triumphed  in  the  resolution  which  had  taught  her  to 
sacrifice  the  chances  of  her  own  happiness  at  the  shrine 
of  tiie  'man  she  loved.  Though  yet  but  on  the  verge 
of  womanhood,  with  «l  sunshining  work!  beckoning  to 
enjoyment,  she  had  acquired  fortitude  enough  to  let 
herself  be  shut  out  from  its  ];deasures ;  **  but  sui^y,^ 
3iou^t  t^t  to  hersdf,  **  now  when  I  ktfow  that  to  him 
I  am  as  I  had  never  been — that  the  marriage-^lay  ib 
*fixed,  and  the  heart  and  hand  of  Sir  David  Seaton 
devoted  to  asiother-^it  maybe  allowed  me  for  a  moment 
to  look  on  the  hap{:in0BS  I  camiot  share,  and  caU  a 
sflem  blessing  down  <>n  tiie  heads  -of  the  bridegroom 
and  his  bride.'*  When  the  heart  is  willing  to  £9  led, 
•lender  is  the  sophism  that  wSl  convince  it;  and, 
satisfied  with  the  purity  and  innocence  of  her  motives, 
^e  seemingly  steiical«  bat  in  sad  tmth  disoonsohtte, 
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Lilian  aeisredy  bade  adie«  to  the  widb  of  CddifighMM;- 
eonvent ;  and  by  audi  a  bvibe  to  the  handmaidena  of 
BoEthwick  aa  her  alender  meana  itdmittedy  she  gaine^ 
aocesa  aa  an  aaalstant  in  ibe  preparationa  for  the  mar- 
riage-ceremony. She  had  arrived'  on  th^  ereaing  bo* 
fere;  and  whiau  on  the  momiag  of  the  bridal,  the  last 
finishing  was  given  to  the  gofgeoua  chamber,  ahe 
lingered  lor  a  moment  behind  the  reat,  and,  dashiog 
aaideahaaty  tear,  spread  out  above  the  coverlet  her 
cnagnificent  childisli  mantle — ^'twas  all  on  earth  she  ha4 
to  give — and  departed* 

All  that  she  now  lingei«4  ior  was  a  parting^glance 
^  the  lu4>py  pair  before  she  shut  oat  the  world  and  its 
feelings  from  her  for  ever ;  when  the  accident  happened 
which  led  to  this  digression. 

^  It  was  I,"  said  Lilian,  'stepping  modestly  forward, 
almost  trembling  at  the  notice  phehad  drawn  upon  her- 
wMt  and  at  the  tmbulence  oi  emotion  she  had  excited 
without  knowing  how. 

*^And,  in  Heaven's  name,  who  art  thouT  asked 
Lady  de  Borthwick,  recovering  from  her  awoon,  as  she 
anxiously  rose  from  her  chau,  and  came  forward  to 
acrutinize  jer  features.  **  It  must  ben-it  must  be  she,** 
ahe  exclaimed.  ,**I  see— ll^el — know  it  all.  The 
aame  bright  flaxen  Jhair,  the  same  bright  blue  eyes,  the 
straight  nose,  and  the  small  mouth  oi  the  line  of  De 
Bor&wick.  It  is — it  is  my  own,  my  dear  longboat 
Lilian  !**  and  with  theae  words,  in  an  agony  of  parental 
tenderness,  she  rushed  forward,  and  threw  her  anna 
around  her  neck,  aa  she  clasped  her  to  her  bosom. 

The  news  apread  like  wildfire  through  the  castle, 
and  all  were  electrified  to  hear  that,  in  one  of  the 
bower-maidens.  Lady  de  Bprthwick  had  discovered  her 
long-lost  child* .  It  waa  no  time .  for  ceremonials,  an4 
there  waa  .a  general  rush  of  exultation  towardii  the 
.bridal  chamber ;  nor  among  the  last  was  Sir  David 
Beaton,  from  whose  cheek  the  sunshiQe  even  of  »a 
Imdal-day  had  been  acarcely  sufiSlcient  to  drive  the 
elouda. 

^  Where  ia  8lie-:::-where  is  my  affianced  aiaterr  aa^ 
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He*  B$  he  made  hb  w«^y  tbtougli  ihe  eroTvd.  Lilian 
was  at  the  moment  stanc&ng  with  her  back  tow^ards  th^ 
entraiic^oei;  and  the  ieaea  of  his  voice  thrilled  through 
ercry  nerfe*  making  hcit  feel  as  if  she  could  have 
shrank  into  the  earth  with  agitation  and  delight ;  but  as 
Sir  David  stepped  forward  to  embrace  her,  she  turned 
half  round,  lifted  up  hei  eyes,  and  her  look  indicated 
what  «ouki  not  be  expressed. 

Ancient  romancers  would  have  called  in  some  m3r6te* 
rious  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature  to  ;issist  the  lovers 
on  such  an  oeeasion;  but  if,  like  Niobe  of  oldi  Sir 
David  was  not  actually  metamorphosed' into  a  statuei 
it  may  of  a  verity  be  declared  that  he  looked  like  one« 
He  stood  absorbed  in  amasement^-hb  lurain  whirled 
round,  and  idl  about  him  seemed  but  the  phantasma  of  a 
perplexing  dream.  At  length,  heaving  a  deep  sigh»  and 
leaning  hu  brow  on  his  hsmd, — 

**  Ah  1  Lilian,  Liliaa,"  he  said,  ^  how  unworthy  sun  I 
of  thy  regard  or  commiseration*  Thou  hast  rescued 
me  from  a  gulf  of . perditiod  and  disgrace!  Had  my 
regard  to  honour  been  as  pure  as  thy  Section  has  been 
devoted,  less  had  beenmycQii&pMnetion  uui  self-abase- 
ment at  thb  hour.  As  it  is,  for  the  regard  I  bear,  and 
have  borne  to  thee,  I  wall  live  single,  or  wed  none 
other,  liiave  tamished  the  fiur  name  of  Seatoa,  and 
will  leave  this  land  for  ever  T 

If  die  astonishment  of  the  group  had  I)een  formerly 
great,. it  was  now  carried  to  an  inexplicable  pitch ;  for 
not  only  was  the  acquatntaace^of  Shr  David  Seaton  with 
the  fidr  stranger  admowledged^  but  his  love  for  hey 
also  made  manifest.  How  matters  should  tormiaate 
wab  not  quite  so  plain. 

«*Nat  so  fast,*?  exclaimed  Sir  Oregoiy  de  Murray* 
when  Sir  David  had  made  an  end  of  speakings 
^Heaven  orden  all  for  die  best^  though  man  is  oil^ 
tines  eo  fioward  in  thwarting  its  purposes;  andt  ixk  this 
matter,  let  us  acknowledge  the  intierposition  of  a  parti- 
eular  pnividenee.  I  trust  the  eecaaien  wfll.  pprove  one 
of  unimngled  rajoyment  to  all;  and'  thai  Uiose  who 
hove  been  long  united  in  heart  shidi  now  in  hand  be 
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Idflo  united.    But  let  m  adjourn  from  this  scene  of  < 
fiision  to  the  haH." 

When  all  the  pdrty  were  arranged  round  Sir  Gregory 
de  Murray  in  the  hall,  he  continued  his  adihress.  He 
said,  that  *'  with  all  respect  to  the  lirmg  and  the  dead, 
he  could  not  hut  consider  the  affiancing  of  children,  yet 
unborn,  as  at  best  unnatural,  eren  though  dictated  by 
the  best  and  purest  motives ;  as,  though  hands  might 
be  in  theur  power  to  bestow,  it  did  not  follow  that  they 
could  transfer  hearts  along  with  them.^ 

**My  Lord  and  Lady  de  Borthwick,"  he  added, 
turning  to  and  addressing  them,  ^  when,  after  wooing 
^e  affections  of  your  fair  daughter  Margery,  I  sued  for 
her  hand,  your  courteous  answer  informed  me,  that  had 
not  this  obstacle  stood  in  the  way  of  our  alliance,  none 
other  could  have  possibly  obstructed  it.  Luckily,  it  is 
now  in  our  power  to  rectify  such  an  unfortunate  miah 
take.  That  obstacle  is  now  to  be  removed.  Though, 
wo  *s  me,  my  fair  cousin  hath  come  forward  to-day 
decked  out  as  the  bride  of  another,  I  can  forgive^  nay, 
admire  tiiis  exertion  of  filial  duty;  and  if  still  I  hold 
respect  in  the  eyes  of  my  once  plighted,  and  still  too 
dear,  fair  friend — ^ 

**  Nay,  hold,  more  than  enough,  my  gallant  knight,** 
said  old  liOrd  de  Borthwick ;  "  I  have  felt  deeply,,  trust 
me,  the  injustice  of  depriving  you  of  your  lady-love,  and 
my  daugb^r  of  the  object  of  her  choice.  But  the'  long- 
plighted  vow — the  long-plighted  vow-«-how  could  I  get. 
over  it?  Thanks  be  to  Heaven,  that  has  not  o^y 
afforded  a  remedy,  but  that  in  the  reatoratimi  ef  my 
long4ost  ehild.  Margery,  come  .forth,,  my  sweetest, 
and  acknowledge  if  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
change.**  Margery  was  -handed  forth,  but  a  deep 
blush  wis  her  ooly  answer,  and  not  an  ineloquent  one# 
*  Sir  David  Seaton  then  gallantly  stepped  forw«ld, 
«nd  taking  hold  of  her  hand,  placed  it  within  that,  of 
Sir  Gregory  de  Murray*  *«  I  have  been  the  unfortunate, 
though,  I  assure  you,  msuspeoting  cause  of  iropeduig 
A  union  whieh  I|nray  Heaven  to  bless.  .To  you»  Sliv 
Gregory,  1  r^inquish  alldaimfr^-rl  resign  the. hand,  and 
the  heart  something  tells  me  you  have  already  won*** 
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The  abbot  of  Seaton  was  now  summoned  in  to  pro- 
ceed with,  what  he  had  no  expectations  of,  a  double 
ceremonial,  which  he  confessed  seemed  brought  about 
as  by  an  especial  interposition  of  Providence. 

"  Thanks,  holy  father,"  said  Sir  David,  *•  for  your 
kind  good-will.^  Then,  turning  towards  Lady  de 
Borthwick,  he  added,  *•  But,  my  Lady  de  Borthwick,  I 
fear  you  will  reckon  me  cruel.  You  have  but  now 
recovered  a  long-lost  child,  and  I  would,  even  on  the 
instant,  deprive  you  of  her*  What  says  mine  own 
injured  Lilian  T 

Lilian  said  nothing,  but  casting  her  eyes  on  the 
ground,  let  silence  tell  all  that  was  necessary. 

At  the  altar  of  the  little  chapel  stood  a  double  pair; 
and  over  the  shoulders  of  Lilian  her  mother  threw  the 
scarlet  mantle,  which  was  destined  to  have  exercised 
such  remarkable  powers  over  her  fortune,  saying, — 

**With  that  scarhet  mantle  I  lost  a  daughter,  and 

BOW — ^ 

Sir  David  Seaton  concluded  the  sentence  by  adding,— « 
**  By  that  same  scarlet  mantle  I  have  won  a  bridb." 
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Put  whflM  iHUura  blQQipf»  sweetort,^ 
lot  Lofle^  tdlM  are  aye^aaddiAiDi 

.'  Atfotrr  the  irad^eroFthe  jsenwttUioiilh  CjannnyV  before 
eivH  improveineiit  h^  petetrsted  ulU)  <iie  fasmesaes  9f 
Oi«f  itorthy'the  Highlflnds'ofSootlfuul  were ,ia  all  rei4>ect^ 
in  that  wild  state  from  which  constantly  ^roae.circuxa-* 
i^tanbes  and  incideMsr  thai  are  ait  U^  yety  dUSerent 
fiipTii  the  eoitinMm  loutiUB  of  liMdena  life.  F^al  clan^ 
fthip'was  stiil  in  iui  ifigoniff.  .To.  ^le.  lawless  tribeA  of 
]thi^'Scotti&Ai  raoumaiiia  andfoseat^  life  was  a  mixtiyee 
Df  rdmanee  iand  bttrbariaiiry  of  enihnaiastio  devotion  to 
the^  adored  chief^  mud  of  libeny  fls  perfect  as  that  of 
khe  noble  sorage  hiswel^  who  soams  the  wilds  at  wiU^ 
'iM  gratifies  his  kfm  or  Ma  Teageancie  by  hia  own 
tKxteitty  or  the  sttength  of  hia  ann'.. 

And  yet,  ^»  is  well  koo^vii,  Htj^hlaaders  have  to  this 
€ay  a  tinge  of  iadkuieholy  in  their,  dtomcters*  Nature 
^  oiten  grand  and  impressive  .ajroujid  .ib(6mi  but  the 
impression,  though  deep,  and  poetical  from  its  wildnes^ 
is  generaOy  dieeriess  in  its  soltfrnuty,  and  bli^-  and 
rugged  in  its  very  .grat]|;d^.     The  ipicoiiMaiit  sky  of 
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these  foggy  regions  adds  often  a  darker  gloom  to  th« 
effect  of  the  lold  scenery  of  their  mountains,  and  to 
the  impressive  stilhiess  of  their  sweeping  flats  of  red 
heath ;  hut  when  the  sun  does  shine  with  summer  clear^ 
ness  upon  their  romantic  hiUs,  and  opens  out  the  myste- 
ries of  their  green  gleos, — ^When  fails  cheering  beams 
heoop^  lefle<^^d  from  their  .|[lorious  Ipchs  aiid  their 
still  waters  in  the  hoUoWs,  the  hearth  lhe^v)iigM|[h- 
lander  leaps  with  joy,  and  he  thinks  his  own  country 
the  most  charming  dtt*  dtrih< 

Much  of  the  Scottish  scenery,  beneath  its  mountains, 
consists,  eren  to-thie  day,  of  a  picturfiagnft  jnixture  of 
scattered  woodlad9,}VOcky:  Jb«{W  ^  gi'^en  glades, 
which  still  ben  the  general  name  of  ibxeats,  although 
considerably  changed  since  the  times  of  which  we 
write,  by  being  denuded  of  (he  n£|tional  fir  or  pine-trees, 
of  which  these  woods  were  bhi^fly  composed.  The 
forests  of.  Athol  au4  pf  Glenmo^e^  of  Abemethy  and 
Braepiar^  1)^  long  ibeen'  celeovftted  as  the  great  fast- 
nessies  oi  the  Highlands,  wheie»44#niie8  of  public  strife, 
domestic  feud,  or  unsuccessful  rebellion,  the  hardy 
Cdftl^  of  Che  hUl  eo«ld  set  at  de68n0e.a}l  search  as  ^ell 
M  all  regular  waHikb  attacks. :  It  is -with  the  las^^if 
these,  naAiely,  the  imeifeiit  ibvest W  Braemi^*,  th^  owr 
simple  tale  has  clifefly  to  do.   .  , 

The  great  Mar^birest,  ncrar  xnauitai^ing  little  of  its 
former  character,  situated  in  die.  mtddle  of  .Aberdeen^ 
«hire,  and ^xt^nding  some  ibcly  mile^  a}ong.  theb^Aks 
of  the  S^soteish  Decisis  fiufficiently.^iyi^rsifi^  iii,ita4iiU<' 
rior  scehery  atfd  8Urfli«e:ia«flM  egBee)y^t«helte^^^ 
concealmeM  for  a^  who  chos^dw  Jead  »  la¥HLess.lU« 
-within  its  bosom,  or  wfaonn  dtinejor  imsfortu^  hwi 
driren  from  theet  homes,  ahd<fix)m  puwumst^f^  nipf» 
akin  to  comfort  and  cmlisEattoii;  At  the  lime  w^^j^pajl^ 
of,  it  belonged 'to  John,  the  cightb  B^  <^  Mar,*  imd, 
like  other  Scottish  forests.ia  the  in^hhourlio^d,  ^s^ 
^ell  stocked  with  game  of  iwious  iwiitsi^iow  comp^r»> 

1|di^t4.tlu»  talMitad Ettrteic  SheplwnL tbe  ind«(litigabfoo^l«otor oC Soot- 
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tl^elf 'vearM  ia.:the  Higlilaada;  paiticulaii^  with,  the 
irelUmownved'deerjof  the. n^vth,  that, browB  on  the 
sweet  herbage  of  its  dells  ajad  coires,  bouodedin  n|iult^ 
«BideB  among  its  andent  4>ak8,  its  darl^  Scots  firs,  and  its 
taiigied  broshwood.  The  hunting  of  tb«  deer,  the  dua 
imif)  thebadger^  and. the  boar  Wc^9«  from^yle  remotest 
period^  as  is  well  h]kown«  ^  f^vouHte  diversioo  of  the 
liighiaodehieftaioSf  aiid.indiBed  of  all  Scotsmen,  from 
Ihe  king  dawnwards^  .     . 

9iit  poadwig  being  aa  aneieftt  aaAisenaent  as  well  as 
legitinn^e  hoatingv:  it.  was  a<K  u^be  supposed  that  the 
fat  bueks  whoTan  wild  in  these  woods  should  not  prove 
a  gteat  temptadoii  to  mined  Latirds  and  other  ^  inferior 
gi^tlemeo,  who  nevter  had  much  to  boast  of  save  their 
noient  Imeage^  and  to  sundty  other,  hungry  Highlaii4* 
«r8r  who,  from  various  causes,  were  driven  into  a  sort 
of  exile  in  the  heart  of  their  own  country,  Accordingly, 
in  these  days  there  were  not  wanting  numbers  of  brave 
fellows  "who  loved  the  free  air  of  the  forest,  and  delighted 
exbeedingly  in  ganne  and  veni$«in ; .  and  who,  possessing 
a  ()ttkk  eye,  aiid  a  strong  arm  for  drawing  a  bow,  con* 
tnved  io  live  at  free  quarters  in  the  woods  of  Braemar 
and  Atboil,  chiefly  upon  the  savoury. food  which  th^ 
hunted  by  day,  or  such  other  godsends  as  their  reiver 
skin  and  their  good  claymores  might  procure  them  by 
night   •  -.  : 

Although'  this  forest  had,  from  tixae  immemorial, 
aAml^  an  asylum  and  suj^rt  to  certain  maraudersi 
Ukckmail  men^  and  deer-stalkers;  and  although  it  was 
the  owser^a  eont ictiou  that,  to  b^  own  foresters,  such 
gentry  wbuld  always  form  part  of  the  game  to  be  hunted 
in  hisr  woods,  yet  some  accounts  tlnit  he  had  heard 
<Mniceming  their  number  and  audacity,  about  the  time 
oikr  story;  commences,  induced  him  to  give  special 
heed  to  the  subject,  and  try  to  prevent  his  good  red 
^teer  from  being  more,  common  to  the  use  of  others  than 
to  himself  or  his  peo^e*  •  At  this  time  there  lived  with 
idm  m  the  eastlA  of  Braemar  a  youth,  named  Alaster 
•Qfaham,  or,  as  he  was  frequently  caUied,  Alaster  the 
,  from  his  h^yiMQ  been  brought  up  in  the  JjOW- 
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laiidd;  and  to  Mm  the  tfaV  dklemmti  lo  inlriMi  Ite 
«ttrtf  of  checking  thd  cOMMant  inieunidnion  faia  intctfoi^ 
IngliveMitoek  in  the irood«r  -    • 

/This  youth  had  ali^adymsKle  hiaMelf^jemadtaUefer 
imconinidn  strength,  as  w«ll  as'for  the  perfect feariesch 
neas  with  which  he  undenook  extletfmses  ahid  peftfonaed 
IbatSy  which  even  td  the  haidy  Highlanders  of  (beae 
glens  seemed'^quite  wdnderlal.:  Taller  thiin  coibinoi^ 
Sie  person  of  Alaster  was  yet  exceedingly  wfeU^iaztnetf, 
and  boilt  wit^  a^tetlc  itrmness ;  and  hiBaiqvenon^  in 
tti^  iwtial  maitlal  exisreiilea  of  the  tunesodn  pvocimd 
him  a  hi^  place  in  the  feq>ect  of  the  other  xfetainera 
6f  the'  e&rl.  ftehig  0J%4n  empk)yed^  not  only  in  deeyy 
hunting  wi^  his  pattbn  or  kinsnan,  but  m  mahinff 
inmads  upon  the  I'eivers  that  burrowed  in  the J)jeart  m 
the  wofod,  he  had  established  a* sort  of  outpost,  in  a 
caye  wiiich  wog  *  very  peculiarly  aitaated,  and  /  wias 
acceai^le  only  by  a  tdngle  and  aeeret  pass,  firbm  whidi 
he  gate  i!ie  deer-H^taflk^rs  great  and  ecnistant  annoyaiuie«  •. 

n  soon  oan^  io  be  un&rstoodtliat  aome  relaikMttfaq;^ 
anhsisted  betweeh  Alaster  «aid  the-  carl,  bnt  what  thai 
irel^tionshii^  priecisely  was  never  wan  certainly  ktowm 
Some  said  he  was  his  illegiUmate  son,  this  ooin^etaiBe 
of  a  youthful 'amOur  With  a  fairoonsin  of  the'pnsBent 
countess,  who  bbre  the  name  of  GMiam;  ethm  iiaid 
no ;  hut  so  it  was,  that  the  earl  had  a  great  favour' ibr 
bhn,  and  appointed  Mm  a  ^ort  of  ranger  of  his  immense 
forests,  I^oihing  coald  bemore  so  the  taste  of  Alaaler 
than  llhis  oURte ;  for  hunting  the  fox  and  pursukig  th^ 
ted  deer  were  b6th  his  d^i^ ;  and  the  very  sqnabUes 
and  contentions  with  the  pcMiching  ihariUiders  who 
infested  the  wood  conti^trted  to  the  romantic  exeite*- 
psent  of  ins  employmeitt,  and  aflbrded  many  oppoatsat^ 
nitfes  fot  etfaibiting  tliat  personal  prowess  for  which- 1m 
had  become  famous  &r  tuid  n^ar,  -     •  i 

in  those  days,  ho^vever,  penonal  strength  and  iub> 
Iciaunted'teonrage  were  no  rarity  any  where»  least  of  aH 
Were  they  scarce  among  the  Wild  freebeotdte  of  th^ 
IScottish  forests;  and  there  was' in 'particalar  an  ea^ 
^adedcove^oftheQbr4oi|a4^hade8t«diUdiedii     ' 
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Within  tbp<ree^$ifs.of  the:great/WP9d  ,of.  Braeim^,  whick 
mmAwt^  ^f  mien  j^s  .;feii^arjiabl^  fpr  their  Sesperat^ 
iD^Hum&imi  stre^gUsL.as  %  the  lawless  life  they  wer* 
jaooiifttoined  to  ,lead,,.  Ampog^.thes^,  their  chieftain* 
€K^^iWM4e|ii^9?4<>iH.^o|)gh  naw '^yoad  middle  age,  was 
rmaawel},  fitte(J,to  l^ad  a  bavud  of  hrokea  men  who 
W0re  pflei)  engaged  in  .£e;rce  encounter^  with  similar 
i^r^udei^Sf  and  whose  broad  claymore^  .s^dom  were 
Bu0ered  loxig  to  remain  inactive  on  the  tbigh^  of  the 
W^arerst 

,  ,J^Bo  haj^^^ied  th^t;Alaster^€rraham  had  never  for  a 
l<'l%.P^<^>^e§n  able  to  fall  in  wi^i  any  number  of 
tl|06evG^cdQRi«,  ;<  nqr  w^pvild  Jie  believe  eitbef  in  the 
plenty  in:^w,bicb^.^ey,wpr^  reporteci  to  live,  n.pr  the 
Utrengdi  i9^  ppura^e.  wiiit^  he  had  .often  heard  most 
pi9^Q]£ingjly  attribat^  to  old  Grumach  their  chief,  or  the 
bjold^and  brave  Johi^  of  Leask,  his  rough  and  undaunt- 
abie  kinsman.  One  day,  however,  strolling  on  foot 
de^  into  the  recesses  of  the  fprisst,  accompanied  only 
by  bis  man,  Farqulaf,  Alastcr  came  upexpectedly  upop 
t^  indications  ii  hum^  habiptions.  Pursuing  their 
trfct,  the  waiideirers  soqn  per,?^ved  ^  p^«^ant  opening, 
beyond  which,  at  the  head  of  the  ^en,  was  ranged  a 
BjiUg  ^ngregation,qf.  habitations  which  made  a  sort  of 
)iai)le,  or  Jaainlet  in  th^  wood ».  and  frpm  the  wattled 
chimpeys  of  which  rose,,  a{<^  moment,  such  volumes 
«f  ^mqke  as  showed  pretty  clearly  that  the  people 
ildth^n  i^either  wanted  waiirmth  n(M^  food.  A  savoury 
Silent  of  the  well-known  venison  came  temptingly  over 
tbe,  senses  of  t}ie  hungry  travellers,  as,  late  in  the  day,  * 
they  came.: upon  this  woodland-den  of  the  Gordons; 
and  AIaste(R  soon  foun^  that^  he  had  more  than  one 
^^0)til^  to  gratify  be%e  he  was  likely  to  leave  this 
comfortable  spot.    .... 

' ,  **  Where  are  you  going,  niaister  ?  and  what  are  yott 
behooving  to  doT  sai^  Farquhar,his  gillyor  servant; 
"surely  ye're  not  gaun  into  the  vera  tod's  hole  wi'  your 
eeawide  openf  , 

.^*'  Would  you  have  me  to  shirk  like  a  Lowlander, 
fnm  4  gaog  of  do^r-stealeiB,"  said  Alaster,  «' whilo  1 
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haTB  a'claymote  on  toy  hip  t  •  P^glt.  Ptt^tthitf  f  If 
vou^re  fear'd,  taka^  go  back  lo  &cj  old  t^k  nbooft 
the  bum,  or  to  Ac  chimney-chfeekif  the  tkTuA- OiONte^ 
font  ad  for  m6,  erince  I've  come  b6  faf,  faith  FU  haVA  la 
tussle  wi'  the  greedy  Gordons  o^  tihc  woo4^H*tti|fe  I 
■what  a  fih^  smell  of  venisbii  !-:-DiBvfl  do  tfieni  gcfod  o*t  !•' 

♦*  Lord's  feake,  maister,  diife  jaiig  strtight  hito  ih« 
tiotfs  deu  *  rCT)lied  the  gflly,  holding  the  oth^r  by  th* 
plaid ;  **  if  ye  do  jrell  ne'er  get  ano&er  sight  o'  the  tappy 
turrets  o'  the  auld  castles  of  I^drummyor  Braemar,  an'  Vk 
hever  get  another  waimfii'  6*  st^V  broehAtt  at  ^e  liu^l's 
ha';  baud  back,  maister  !—^lftfre^  life  an*  death  ♦n*!,** 

^  Pll  juBt  see  first  what's  mside  of  thaA  htiatw  biggin^ 
ihat  reeks  like  i  kOlogie,^  sfaid  the  bold  'yotms  ibrestt 
ranger,  striding  forward.  Inahotheir  .iHs^Mrt  lie  hiA 
opened  the  low  door  of  the  rode  buildinj^v  ^  ^^  !^^ 
found  themselves  at  once  in  a  warm  and  rooby  apatM 
iinent. 

*^  Kimerhasheri^—iheTe^s  fouth  and  r6«th  hei^,*^  indd 
Alaster,  as  he  drew  himself  up  to  hs  lehgth  on  jettii^ 
within  the  dwelling^  and  looking  up  saw  thec^og  d^ 
the  house  thickly  hung  "mtli^  red-deer  hams ;  while  ttili 
sniell  of  the  savoury  niess  which  was  cooking  in  ^ 
laxge  pot  that  hung  over  the  fire;  had  a  particular 
temptation  in  it.  Nor  less  so  wacs  the  ^^t :  of  4 
^uahiity  6f  dried  malt  at  the  farther  end  of  the  h6us^ 
which  was  in  pireparatioxi  for  brewing,  and  mkyhap  feii^ 
distilling  the  peculiar  beverage  of  the  hard^  Hi^ 
Slanders.  A  good-looking  woman  stood  by  the  Ste^ 
paying  due  attention  fo  the  potful  of  temson-ste^* 
yhich  sent  forth,  so  pleasing  ah .  bdbur -through  ^s6 
sheiling ;  and  thtee  or  four  bare-hpu^hed  Higl^ndeiis 
lounged  near  ^e  fire,  or  BooUred  their  wea{>6ns  iH  Ift^ 
farther  window.  They  all  seemed  starred  by  thife 
entrance  of  the  strangei^,  but  fii^  men  only  Iboled 
darkly  at  each  other  without  bflferihg  any  other  than  A 
Very  $Iight  civility;  while  flie  good  woman,  Aro/pphi^ 
her  ladle  and  a  Highland  courtesy  at  th^  ^ame  titaa^, 
jpolitely  o^er'ed  Ala^ter  G^ahdlm  a  three-legged  stool 
on  which  tb  re^  himself,  tmtfl  she  im|ht  leant  liiii 
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Arrant)  '^hich  had  firotigiit  so  btnfdjy  a  ytixm^  Mb#  t^ 

'  A  Hfutttsd  glanci^  betW^n  the  men  vhd  our  her6 
showed  hun  in  an  instant  that  some  of  them  knewhim« 
knd  declining  the  low  seat  o^red  by  the  cailaeh,  he 
determihed,  by  some  brief  obsetvadon,  at  once  to  decide 
the  nature  of  his  receptton.  Casting  his  eye  upwardii 
a|ain  at  the  tiers  of  brown  hamd  above  him,  the  sight 
of  which  both  galled  his  piride  of  place  and  reproached 
his  vigilance,  he  said,  with  a  mixture  of  defiance  tod 
sarcasm,  •»  Bjy  my  faith,  lads,  ye  know  where  the  Earl 
df  Mar^  deer  bouhdis,  and  can  'bring  down  a  buck  widi 
arrow  and  bow,  without  giving  yourself  the  trouble  td 
inquire  to  whom  it  belongs,  'TIS  well  ytm  can  fare 
thus  in  thb  ^oodL* 

*^Hoighf  the  fite*d  wfeel  enough,*  said  one  of  the 
men,  saucSy;  **^but  the  hoiAed-bfeasts  that  brattle 
thtbu^  the  forest  dSiiha  tvtn  in  at  the  idle  man's  door  % 
atf  the  black  raobr-cock  that  whirrs  o'er  the  brake  disna 
flee  into  the  kafl-pat  of  its  own  accord.  But  to  what- 
ever fere  we  haci  in  the  Wilds  o*  Mar  Ihe  stranger  ii 
^Icome  that  com^s  as  a  frientid;** 
'  ••  Asl  to  frieitd  or  foe,"  Answered  Graham,  with  fewr* 
less  rashness,  **that  must  depend  on  the  account  yon 
eaii  give  of  how  or  where  the  venison  has  been  obtained^ 
Vi^ich  makes  this  woodland  hovel  a  store  of  greater 
blenty  than  the  braid  kitchen  of  the  Earl  of  Mar'^ 
castle.  I  eat  not  stdleft  meat,  nor  do  I  even  bend  my 
houghs  to  sit  in  the  company  of  katerin  knaves.  Whence 
came. all  this  venison t* 

;  f*  Oigh,  oi^,  Mr.  Sassenach !"  answered  the  High* 
hiftder,  coolly;  "whenever  ye  can  tell  a  stages  hirtk 
vri^  %  steeifs  stump^an'  ^  Highiand  shentleman  wP  a 
claymore  to  keep  off  the  braggarts  fraie  the  laird^s  )6eil 
that  distta  ken  hoW  to  speSt  civility  when  he  goes  a 
h>ving  through  te  woods  among  bettier  men,  FH  ans^et 
te  'query — ^but  not  till  ihen.'* 

Tlie  brawny  Gael  had  scarcely  gcit  these  Words  out 
dt  his  inouth,  when  Alaster,  regai^^s  of  aS  t^hse* 
|i|6tt6es;tOtfk  two  strides  up  to  Ibe  tip^aker,  "and  seiaiiB^ 
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Jm^hy  the  Ijhroa^  cumuoanded  hip)>jui  a  UfQc  ^{  9X]thoi% 
which  struck  the  olliers  with  astonishment,  xmtaipil}[^f0 
^pSprm  hfm  e^p|icjdy<l)ow  h^M^  Qbtaiaed^the  i^tpry  ot 
yepisQn  t}iat  hi. sa,w  axouid.hkn* ;  ■    .  jv  • .  '-, 

!  Thi5  Highlan4V»  who  .was  ^  no  other  tl^an  tl^e;  John 
Oordoi^  uf i;i^}r,  c^ll^d  Jfohp,  ^f  X^ask,'  of  wbom.!omr 
bold  youtb  ha4  often  li^ard^  not  doybtiag  ,^h,ai  tlie  uht 
perioud  intruder  had  ^  sU:pngpa;ny,withoiit  who  waited 
tp  9€(cpl}d  the.iq[uan'el!  thj^liese^9|i|^t(^ber^^ 
fit  for  thepresjent  to  lower  hii;  tpncj  and  civilly  informt 
ing  .the  stranger  that  jyd  :wap  not,  the  mjaktejr.  therc^ 
a^s^i^rqdbim  that  the  in^uuy  wpuld:  scjoi^  hpsLQ&wf^^ 
^  his  satisfac^iop,  '.  .  .  .  .;  ,..  ;  ,  .^  /  ;  ^^'  , 
y.  The  hou3e  in  whicb  Alaster  and ^the^e  persons  now 
were  was  a  large  bani-shaped  buildiipg,  whipn  .ser,v£4 
for  a  sort,  of  hall  or  pl^ce  of  publiq  laeeting  Bspd  eniber- 
taiiuneni  fca*  the  liaar^ders  pi*  tl^e  forest,!^  well's^ ,^ 
genial  .stor^ebouse  for  thei^,  ^ro,YHofi«  and.  a  distillerjr 
for  the.  mafiu^Pture  oif  tbe,  aqua,^  with  which  tHey  occiil 
eionally  regaled,  thenjselw^  in  np  verystbted  measure^ 
W^ule  the  foregoing  alt^rep^ou  was  pirocee^ingi  onp  of 
the  itien  had  stepped  out  uufler  cover  pf  tbe.  sm9ke  p^ 
a^  -larg^  fire  ;W^iph  b\inied  iaiear.  llie  farther,  enc^  to 
fippriaie..  th^  leader,  Gmmach '  C!prj|oa,  of  jvbat  w^ 
going  forward,  hastily  buckling,  :Pn.  his  broadsword, 
the  veteran  chief  rushed  into  the  bam  or  rurjd  liill  of 
his  people,  .and  was  absolutely  petirified  with  astonish- 
ment, pn  perceiving  a  single  yPHth.  of  little  more  i}iaa 
Diaeteeii  with  a  strong  grasp  collaring  his  kinsnian^  wbilp 
the  hardy  John  of  Leask  seemed  to  quail  b^re !bim* 

."  Gad  a-fQerpy !  what's  this  ?  ^  pig  man— that's  but 
j^gilly-u-thrapplmg  avthe^thrp^/  <^j^,r^  o*  Le^ask ?  Aff 
hands !  Got.  t^n  I  A.  ypym  whelp  fi:a6  |he  4u^  w^ 
thiidi  to  worry  an. ',Qid  stag !.  ,,.  .  '*'  ' 
,  **  TeU  me,  if^  ypii  are  ^aa^ter,  who  kidnapped  .the  red 
deot  whose  boughs  and  hams  are  ranged  in  scores  ov^r 
our  heads?"  demanded  Alaster,  throwing  the  man  ho 
had  held  ,by  th^  collar  froni  him. 
.  "  Phugh-oob!  is  that  it  ?"  said  old  Gordon,  disdaifi- 
A%»    f*.ril  tell  you  whit  it  is,  young  man,  Tve  jshpt  « 
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^r.h^io9biAlB  prion  made,  ibe  hi^  .ohms  mi  fdm 
brazen  btowy  when  je  were  a  equaUkig.brat  an'  a  plague 
iDryowr  aunnief  ai|V.M«at  this/wholeaoriae  Tendeon-o^ 
tbefoareal}  wlian  .ye  am«vp|ilig'8otir  crowdy  at  the  Hur 
end  bf  rttonB  j^  kuid's  tables  so'diiilna  come  hare  to 
apeer.  namy  ^mankfaB  atthe  icilaii  bf  the  <3ordona ;  for 
better  men  than  you  hae  gotten  an  anawer  in  caul4 
^laeiv  thatandtf  a  sad  hole  in  thw  atoBBMha.  There- 
fiMMfJaat  take  an  aiddahai^s  him^  an'  dinnb  {Mt  youi* 
finger  in  the  tofo  nbttth  when  h&'a  angry  l** 

**  Do  you  refuse  to  give  any  explanation  to  me,  ahr  f* 
eciedrAkater,  ^who.demandiit  In  the  nasneof  die  Earl 
df  Mar  hiniBci^  the  noble  owner  of  thia  foreat^  in  whtehi 
fofo,  hare  tahmi  up  youi^  residence  unbidden,  ilad  Without 
paying  kane  or  cpiu  fi>r  the  £nrour^ld  shelter  of  theao 
bouglui  and  beilda !  Do  yon  refuse  to  wiaweiF  where! 
you  obtain  this  store  of  venison  ?  of  U>  protuia^  to  quit 
with  yenif  foUowera.thla  waDd4    Answer  meT 

>^(do%lo  »  paper  eourt.at  DuBHsid^n^'  and  seek  i«ir< 
fUttWeni  lo  sudi  queatioDa,''  aaid  the  M  itaairanden 
dbggedly;  ^bul  donH  think'  to  coine  into  a  Highlmd 
$»oeat  and.  qpeer  theoatbehian  at  boaeat  daei^talkers 
Yf'e  aworda  by  their  %ide8.  And  aa  for  the  Bad  oT: 
Mar,' if  he  grudges  a  red  buck  now  and  then  to  i%b-« 
land  ahendemcUf  living  civilly-  in  the  wood,  tatt  Man 
4miiiie^'dMil  flHunach  Gordon  and  hie  meawill  nei* 
tfaer  abawer  buff  nor  aty  to  hia  baakapeeringst  an'  that 
I  one  not  a  doit  fot  him  or  hiai  bearAeaa  meaaebgera.^ 

''.'^  Who  are  yon,  old  feikm,"  aaki  Alaster,  acarceif . 
aUe  to  refiain  from,  springuig  like-a  tiger  on  the  reiver 
Mb£,  ^fthatdnea  to  ap^  ihua  to.lhe  noble  Bad  o& 
Miff^and  tomefaia  ralatkeaiidrepreaentativet  By  thai 
Vkxj/i  tiiia  sword,  that  ia  ready  to  l^ap  out  el  ha  aoah* 
l|0d,  yoa>  and  yoar  thieTiah  dan  ^hall  pay  for  ihta  day^ 
inaukr  » 

:  ^For  Gbdfa.iaakey  aiastert.  have  a  oare-  what  you 
aayt"  wfaiapdrad:  Faaquhar;  hia-tmaty  gilly,  in  theyknid^a 
tek.    •^Bcnnendyar  wa  axe  only  two,  and  aee  howtheaa 
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irild:Qoird«tts.oror#df  ammiKl  and  gKih<4efikieft<«pto«^ 
pero^iymg  ihbt -we ^uwemtfelym  their  p»^i9«ix?''  ^  tt^ 
I  '^i^^tfnaadaiEg^a'a  civU  nesisagd  ajid  ^a^sepenla]^ 
ppomke  10  the '  EasI  of  Miw  before  I  sdr  from  \thift 
spot/''  irottifei>aled  Alaeter,  with  the  iteckifsenias  n£  w» 
tindannted^i^irit,  and  pairing* &6atteBtioa, to tbe^prcideql 
wamingiof  his>eervanti  ^         » '    i^'   .  «•    ..  •      • 

>^«  1011  the'sanaeySassetiaeb!'^  ^hooted  Mrerid  voiocSf 
for  Jt^e  wfiole  oeinp»if  of  the  Gordons  had  by  thiB,  tiBMit 
crowded  into  Uie  hoBse^  and  alfleadyr  stood  eager  fonai 
fVayi.  «(.•!•'...  ;•  '  .  ^  • '  ~  '•  i  ♦.•■♦'_  v'[  •' 
>  A^By  the'seiid  of  iHiyfathCTvyoU  ai^notlikelyioieiir' 
&iv;froni.the  spot^  yoQng  mail,  if  yov  beard  mi  thitslf* 
($ned  the  old  «ktieliikin,  dvawing  his  broadsword;  f^sjos^ 
as  for  ike  Eiaiof  Mar^  your  Hnsman^  or  ymir.niastevvi 
lam  a  sheittlttman  bom,  sir,  as  well  as  you  or  he,  an^ 
Gn^mach  Gordon  has-  as  oood  plood  in  hisveihs.ss; 
either  of  you;  W I  defy  ykwy  «nd  the  aatrl,  aiid  att  yiwnr 
ciati  I  >8iDde  you  provolul/  me  ;-^for  tihei  Qoid€Si»  'O^  t!ie 
Mal^woodi  ^^  neter 'run  liiie  wild  d<»es.'fra0  the  8a8< 
soiaibksb'  the  valleys:  now-fasear  ye  that,  young  man  T^* 

*^<Tbea  mstCe  you've  sworn,"  said  A]aster,'sl3ei^gi 
fovwiaxidlfieredy;  ^J  sw^ar  .toot  by.  the  black  crag  of' 
GleB^dearg)tfaat.boiudB  .ibaa  forest,  that  whenei^rids' 
next  meet'be^^nd  the*  8tdnes>of:fi|hamaek,<  wheve  thei 
deer  bmMvaes  on  the  slopes  of  ^  Qaknbou^  thie  \riiiKWgt 
ballet ^t)m  die  long  :gun£i  of  my.^eisLn^  or.  tke.faroad' 
divow  that  nevermisses' its;  hiHi,/8haHdrink  thelUoodofl 
lius' wild- thieves  of:  the  woodt  heai>  yietha^old  man!", 
:  i**'¥e  shall' never  see  tfasitiday,  aootlaie^niotDte  ligfait; 
ainoe  ye  totil  beaidlhefox  >in«i]dsi  aia  den,"  riaid  Qwch 
nAxih'  'Gdrdon, :. gnashing ^his^  /teetk  wkh  ragetf-  as  hti 
^enohed  Us  swo^;  and  intwbminules  after. th6  t#(^ 
adrersadeay  fottnwed/.by.theicoowd'  of  the  .thoeatening! 
Gordons,  were  without  on  the  sod  and  preparing' flbi'  thiii 
eombaL  It  was  m  vataf  that  the  ceAl^ndietperieheed 
Favqulnar  attempted  to  disauadeJofisiin^te^ifBTin  figKtiiigs 
sueh  a  oock  as  Gasmaoh  rupott  his  p#ii}  dtmglnil ;  .h^ 
(he  reasonable  representation,  that  if  he  even  slew  the, 
stalker  cliief.  both  their  lives  .should  pay  for  it  in  an^ 
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instant  after,  by  the  fury  of  his  enraged  men,  who  now, 
as  well  as  the  women  of  the  hamlet,  crowded  round  to 
witness  the  strife.  Meantime,  when  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  the  forest-reivers  observed  the  tall  figure 
and  fine  form  of  so  mere  a.yo\ith  as  Alaster  was,  as  he 
stood  up  -to  fight  their 'chie/,''s6nie  apprehension  was 
.entertained  for  their  own  leader ;  and  not  a  little  anxiety 
;^aVin  the  mfiids'bf'fednfe,  lest' the  tince'rtaih  fortune  of 
;Hobdy  strife  shbiiia  cause  so  fiilc  a"  feflw  perhaps  to 
fee  carried  out  of  the  forest  a  hiahgled  ioipse. 
'  But  the"  fury  ^of  the  chieft^  could  now  'suflfer  th 
restraint,  and  the  courage  of  Alaster  Would  suffer  as 
'fittle  questibii^  sro,  to  it  they  w6nt,  wMe  the  shouts  and 
yelb  of  the  ahxious  GoWdns,-  in  encbtirageiiient  ^of  thfeir 
champion,  made  the  scene  almost  hM^us,'  partieulafiy 
to  p6br  Farijuhar,  wjto  istootf  by,  holding  his  maStfeA 
praid,'and  his  long  fiisee;  i^ithVlook  of  dogged  deipair; 
ibreseeing,  Vith/melanchofy  cohvidtion,  that  whatever 
SvAy  the  combat  should  cndV  this  yat^the  l8(«  dfily  *hat 
eifheir  wa»  likely  to  hiaVe' to  live.  '^  ' /' :  '  ' 
'"  A  Vfery*  feW  moments'  served  to  deMde  ih^-  <?onibat. 
Alaster  evidently  kept  on  the  defensive,  while  the  i^d€r 
il^an,  trusting  more;  to  strength  than  swordmatish^i  and 
being  too  inuch  enraged  tb  fight  warily,  was  isoon  sp^rif : 
so  that  with  an  ease,  a  self-conimand,  and  a  degree  c^ 
strength  that  was  imputed'by  the'  superstitious  spr^rcta- 
tors  to  nothing  pise  thaft  witchcraft,  the  yoimg  iriaii, 
^t  wounding  and  theVi  disarming  his  adversary,  Md 
the  proud  reiver  chieftain  sprawling  at  his  feet 
''  '*the  enraged  men  who  had  been  spectators,  now,  ^ 
Farquhar  had  foreseen,  ?nished  in  upon  Alaster  j  and 
John  of  leask,  getting  behind  him,  first  threw  a  long 
plaid  round  his  body,  aiid  then,  with  the  assistance  of 
'  iothers,  bound  him  wWi  cottls,  and  parting  him  from  his 
reluctant  gilly,  -w^ha  in  yaiu  attiBmpted  resistaiice,  they 
dragged  3ie  youth  thus  strongly  bound  into  a  small 
hovel,  and  throwih^him  down  upon  a  heap  of  fetti,  left 
'hiniiiirithati  efnphanc  ii)itimation  that  he  had  not  long  to 
live,  but  tibat  GRpumach  Gordon  was  the  man  wh6  should 
pronoujdce  his  doom. 
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Im  a  low  and  i^anow  aut^ii9e,!but  bi^t,  or  ra^V^ 
.#Qclosed,p^j  in,  thci  recumbent  rock,  m  &n  ang^e  of 
the  gleuj  l9jy  AlaaU^  jGrrah^m«  ^oiwd  ^  ]^e  M^a».^ 
x^s|ed  (oTj9,  time  in  p^ecit  tr^mi^uilUly  pf  ^u\d ;  for,  as 
lor  death,  come  |irhen  ft  mightt  he  tho^kt  little, of  itT^ 
iand,  in  short,  aueb  was  b^  najtqre  that  any.  sort  .ipf 
fear  regfwding  himself  was  a  s?Qsatioa  to  which  Ivo 
,w*a8  perfectly  a  straager.  The,  tkhtened  cord^,  how< 
ev^r,  that. bound  his  .fiiffis  a^d  Umjbs  be^aa  to  reu- 
;der  hip  exceedingly  iineasy^  and«  die  or  bve,  anoth^ 
.aeni^atioa  added  to  his  pain,  wbion  was  j^yo  other  ^ap 
the  ponunoi)  gnawing  of  hunger,  but  which,  ma 
healthy  youth,  who  had  eaten  QOth^ig  sinqe  gray  j|[iom' 
ingr  now  be|j;an  to  ,be  extr^jBely  .iiitense  an4!  t]c<>^ble'i 
.aome. 

*^They  cannot  mean  to  leave.  xx\fi  here  to  perish  b}^ 
stan^ation  T  ouirmuredthe  poor  fellow  to  himself  as  h^ 
lay  and  swdlowed  down  tibie  water  that  rushed  into  his 
.  0»oudi,  ast  tlie  savouiy  smell  of  gajQie  aj^^d  venison  was 
occasionally  wafled  across  his  sense  by  the  wii^d  that 
whistled  through  the  crevices  of  the  hovels 

'♦Shall  I  call  abud  for  food T  hq  ^continnedo  as  I^ 
glistened  to  the  tread  of  the  /sentinel  placed  oyer  hlmi 
tWho  paced  slowly  backwards  and  forw.a;rds  witboi^ 
**  No,**  he  added  bitterly^  aad  making  a  strong  ^effort  $o 
ease  hi|s  anns,  '*  thoug|i  I  nqw  see  cliearly  the^  mea^'* 
ing ;  but  I  shaJl  die  fi»t,  afti^r  my.heart  has  been  eaten 
out  of  my  breast  with  the  pi^chjJ^g  pf  ^aunt  starVAtio^' 
Qh!  if  I  were  only  firee  of  these  cursed  bonds,  the 
mother  that  bore  me  should  never  have  tp  lameQt  that 
her  bold  son,  who  «o  imprude^thr  trustedluipsdf  W^wg 
these  wUd  Ishmaelit^s,  ^ibiWld  4c  ]ij^e.  ^  ^qg  (oy  ygtu^y  df 
a  morsel  of  meat/'  '^. //'  .      '    .    * 
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<^  I^(ftf  hqW'ii^^in'46^  dftt1ttsff^«*ini,  Btid'siiil'^^'iai. 
ibntiil&t^^ut}i  hea¥d;MtMttg'bttt  the  lkiea««r«d  criepi^ 
iii^  Celtic  ^tentlEid/)lie  falni  h^m  of  distant  Toieatolii  Ae 
b^illie,  tind  t&e'  lorff  i/^Mling  of  the  mountsia  wind, 
whfeh  crnne  in  iftegu}iar'bt«e2^»  th«>ugli  the  sunrottRd- 
ittg  openings  of  th^  Ibrtot.  Htrogei^  abd  exhaostbn 
are  provocatives  of  sleep,  and  im^vitttive  itieliaicholjr 
firmgs  on  TantastiGf  ^i^6n6  of  ^de£ifce  tro/tibles.  But 
dri^^^v^d^  aM'^sl^rd  ^(rfMbioma  in  the  shape  of 
trtraTi^eforestM3ptiits,Hhliii^  headfl  Adotiiedirith  iheftiitlvitt 
of  ffte  d^r^^^irBSi  iri^  ittetA^  to'ci^owd  around  hinii 
Vith  ilu'e^i^g' aidp^cf,-''-^  length  gav^  Wayf  in  the 
cKangei  bf^fiis  wcauA^to  heattteoite  njrm^hs  trith^ioft 
iNffces  'ai^^  yettow  hstif  str^iiiing'  in  the  bteece^^ti«zi« 
lkf>le:  coveted:' with  finleii,  Whiter' tftan  the  snbir  m^Beth 
tawers,  seemed  uy  be  spread  out  tihder  the  tangl^ 
branches. of  the  .wood,  and  smelting  d^hiss'of  savo^ 
^enisoti,  offered  b^  smilingf  maidens'^  presented  a  ban- 
tpet  ftiat  i  kirighiight  ehvy.  *  Stfl!  he'  tfeeikied  te  etmgu 
]rie  m  t^into  get  fre<it>f  Msb<^d&fih|lieke'ihi^'j[>ah^e 
flierc/of:  Afionhethooght  hefeit'^^cordsraiid^ongB 
j^entjy  dn8Wathbtg'l(i(ym  iiroi^d  him/^und  the  hm^s  of 
Steep  or  of  hi9  pl^^ijorg't^ain  g^uaUrWere  removed 
firbm  his  exerted  iih^gination ;  tihtfl  fei^g  seilsibljr 
'Si^fifl^ersr  tbtichmg  hiir  t^ramped  «rttis',  he  opened  hk 
eyelids,  and  perceived  ^  femitle  form*  heini^g  over  hkfu 
her  long  loexs  of  yfellbw-  fa^  tMidiiiig'  hie  heicli,'and 
her  waitn  breath  mmost'inoiistenihghiB^eheek,  its  With 
'^entfe  earriestD!es»:  ishe^iii^^ 
cords  ^itideh  bound  hiip  isb  doe^.       '  • 

P6r  a  moment  he  doidd  not  reaoUect  wfiere  %e  Krae ; 
but  the  spitting  fight'  fh)m  y,  8m0  nuAi  )anip  'thUthttl 
been  placed  oh  one  of  the  jirojeblttig  stones  widdi  eom^ 
posed  the  riigged  waHd  of  the-hdvel  showt^  Mm  Jes 
shape  and  broughthiffsitv^ailontdhismenidiy, While tis 
sense  was  sabned  hy  the  tempting  odour  of  a  dLs^'^ 
game  that  also  smoked  near 'hka,  und  ^e  form  of  ttee 
female,  imperfect  seen  by  the  ifiyn  lIel)toFthe  trtikff 
showed  him  (be  angel  h^  wMbh  his  dream  had  n^M^ 
sented  as  providing^  banquet  for  him  hi  this  wiMer- 
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[  wbioli  WW  .aw«U9g  him  Scwft  hi^  4Mf,ahnp» 
%|rgiyilig  Um  freedom  >frQ«»;]]^  ^»ads,  Th^femain 
•«lirafik.inode8Ujr  from  Aiaster,  vrhta  ^h/^  «aw  bim  open 
Jlis  €y«89  aad.  retiirkig,  and  theii  f^tclung;  forward  %li» 
JMNI8  of  YQDisoiif  A^  looked  kinj^.ii^  ]bis  face  as  he 
«at  us^  and  in  a  low  roicei  aM^  in  .soft  liquid  (^^eliaf 
iiiMteJbini^atsaadbeaiiei^.         ;    }. 

It  was  not.qntil  the  hungry. yuo)h, had  swallowed  a 
few  mouthftdsof  that  foo^,  whkh  lo  K>ne  in.  his  circum- 
«t«iioes  was  mor«  valnahle  tlu^  pearls*  that  his  ardent 
Al^etite  allowed  him  tifQe.to  look  that  gratitude  in  tk^ 
face  of  the  Highlsod  maiden  which  he.  had  neither 
iWords  nor  leismre  to  express.  .  The  girt  atnilej  archly 
M^.sbe  ohs^ryed  his  healthy"  jou^ul.v.oi:api{^»  but  sble 
m^wA  tp.ipratchi  with  th^  k^en  e«r  of  a  gi^hpund,  ibf 
jsqy  sound  that  i^ghj^.giv^  in^icatiox^  of,  ^rruptiqi^  tm 
h^r  hazaHrd9ii»  ei»terpij^0.  j  . 
. .  ^f  Who  are  y<N],  bonnie  lass,  ths^  I.di^an^d  of  in  my 
8lee^4ndth^iCpinies.to  me  in  t^ei^oo^^d  in  .the  dark 
4UgUt  with> vifiodst  .mors  .grateful  than  )han4(ula  .of  gold ; 
ai^  wllh  looks  almo^  as  swee^  to.jlih^.sad  ana  th^ 
foredfMpi^d  s^  thekiss^  tbs^t  se«m.to  hang  sq  tempt; 
iingly.  on  thy  lipi^  ^  @peak  again,,'^  added  the/youth,  as 
^e  paused  in  his  rfspaat,  ^'tbat  I.  may  luiQw  tj^at  n\y 
4i^AiQ  i^i^Wsed  go^e^aud.that  throi;^h  thy.  nu^^ins,!  .^ 
ilgain  awake  to  life  ^d.to  liberty.?  ]  .  ., 
i  '^  ]glat  yowr  ms^t,  kind  sir^  and  drink  your.4riiik^**  wa^ 
.(bs/  polity  ./ipeeoh  of  th^  Highland  maiden^,  as  she 
bt^ougbH;  foict^  a  goodly  cup  £lied  with  the  forest  liquor, 
— ^'^and  then  I  will  speaS^  all  .that  I  dar^,  and  more 
^nayayhaj^-^hushi.  this  bev^xage  has. strength  in  it,  and 
;fj9U:0Uiy  i^ed  it. .  NoWi  cut  these  ofher  thongs  that 
.l»ad.your  hinb^  and  I  wiU  take  .nothing  for  your  free- 
4o9i  and  ypur.life  Mfhich.I  have  come  to  Isa^p  at  the 
.bMvrd  of  my  own,  but  your  word,  your  simple  promise, 
;9nd  the  token  of  your  troth,  that  you  will  spare,  as  you 
can,  the  deer-hunters  of  the  forest ;  and  above  all,  fiiat 
ypu.will  protect,  instead  of  seeking,  the  life  of  my 
passionate  father,  Grumach  Gordon.** 

»  And  is  it  really  so,  pretty  maiden  f  §aid  Alaster, 

':       ( 
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gsttiAf  Upon  lieY  with  ^to^iskttent  and  adD^rafkAi>  Iblr 
warlike  exercises  and  woodland  spons  had  hitherto  nb 
abdnnrb^  his  attention  that  he  had  soarbely  ever  tift 
now  looked  ^ly  upbn  the  fae^  of  a-  woman.  «^  It  is  t 
■hard  eondition  thou  Imposest  upon  me,  and  iVeedoiP 
itM^U  should  not  purchase  my  consent  to  it,  but  tfas^. 
thou  art  interested,  sweet  girl, — but  I  will  keep  it  f<tt 
Ihy  sake-^here  is  ray  token-;  but  what  is  thy  name, 
isaiden,  that  I  may  know  thee  as  the  prettiest  wood- 
«yniph  that  hi&unU  the  ^est  of  Mar  f 
'  **  My  datne  is  Moina,  sir : — alas  f  what  a  fate  was  td 
)Mi:f«  been  yours  this  ni^t,  but  I  saw  how  well  you 
^ught  to^lay,  though  it  was  with  my  own  father^  I 
saw  you  a  s^angerin  the  midst  of  ^e  wild  exiles  of 
the  forest,  and  I' determined  to  save  you — ^hi6t!^--nc 
?li»  110  onid-^ilcrw,  are  you  ready  r 

^  I  am,^  said  Alastef^  springing  up ;  **but  what  &te 
wa6  to  haVct  beam  mine  ?  •  T^  me, -sweet  Moina,  from 
what  you  hav«  saved  me."  .  • ,       / 

'^From  death  in  the  dark,  without  the  brtnre  man^ 
ifeeompense,  and  fitmi  a  deep  grave  in  the  cov«rt'ofthe 
ww>d$  where  the  warrior  never  plants  his  firm  foot,  n^ 
sheds  his  tear  for  the  fallen^  Th^rer  is  $,  -small  party 
ef  the  clan  of  Macrabin  that  lutks  among  the  rooks 
near  the  edge  of  the  glen,-^h0y  have  been  sent  fot^ 
sir,  and  are  to  come  here  in  the  dea4  of  lii%  night, 
intending  to  be  thy  secret  executioners.** 

*'  And  where,  for  heaven's  sake,  is  my  glaiked  gilly, 
FarquharT 

Moina  only  shook  her  head  with  a  look  of  sad  mean- 
ing, and  then  said  earnestly,  '^ Haste!  haste!  the 
lamp  bums  low,  and  ifae'time  wears  apace — and  if  y^\i 
do  not  get  round  the  hill  before  the  night-^Ind  rises, 
these*  bidoc^unds  will  seent  you  out.  But  yoo  will 
mind  your  promise,  Alastar?  alaa!  and  yet  ;^ou  «94 
Tashness  itttelf.** 

^^Fem  not,  my  eweet  B^ina^  there  is  my  token,'*>te 

■aid,  taking  fibm  the  goait&kin  pui^e  or  spotan  wfaidi 

^uagbelore  him  a  smi^  pocket-piece;  '^U  is  old  gold; 

and  it  b'^sa  wom^^-^t  ybu-ave  my  ddiverei>-«9iy 
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79  ^mt^^um-wo^ 

(between  ps,  «$lov<^  dor      ,    ,,,     ,.         ,    ...., 
^*^I  shall  m»t  say  nay  to  yom?  ofisri^d  troth,  brave 
4f outh,"  she  aoswened  modestly » but  looki^  np  mxiomLj 
iftbiBiiusea.aiid  they  broke  the  pieqe  of. |^ld<  between 
them:— ^^t  is  at  least,'?  she  adde^,  .^f  for  Ivor  la^ietf^ 

.  ^.ThU.  milist  be  .for  ivme  >  dieny  ^Moiaa^**  he  eai4 
liBowiiig  one  anad  m  ev^tovamy.  galbuipy  rowid  her 
neck,  and  stooping  hia  face  dLo^O:  to  th^l^  of  jfeQ  Hig^ 
land  imitden;  ^«  Day,  be  not  ^reaa^ably  <iioy  i(t  such 
a  moioenl  as  tMs;!*  aha  tremblediin  hie  ardmi.giai^ 
I«eod  bleaa  iheet  myd^yererl-Uiy  lipp  .«ce.swteet<^ 
Ihaa  the  blaebeiriea^  of  the.baok,  and  waraaajr  than — ^' 

^  Hush  l-'-'fiow^  set  Ibrfh  by  this,  opetomg.;  be 'Siute 
you  keep  the  hill  onyooorJeAi  and  youf/eyeoi)Llbe>iiofth 
•ta)*,  when  yO«  ow.see  H  through «m^g^trj9«s,}imtil 
yoH  getiloliihegvieat  mott^pf  ^b^urifia^dilheii ^^w 
will  know  your  own  way.  'Blesain§ps  eo<yt>)3t;youtbl 
ai«rii:«a&t7«r?  ,.    ,.    ....  ,j-  .-^  ^ 

:6iiei watched  th^taU  figure  of  Ahuster.  9a-he>fiP(0¥()4 
imm  Ae  ipmh  .betwe^  her  ;aiid  the  si^ny  sjEyV  ikm 
pacing  ao<Uy  the  i  Highland  aentiiaelttwto  MfM  aHU 
Mfuod  asleep^  by  the  hov^  fm»,/t)ia  ifin^k  she  ha4 
git«n' himt.  Moina  ^^^led  .^piiet^  ba^k:jlO;  hff  lit^e 
0^nliit«i)F^theha]«Jbt.,:i  oi  ..   .  .      <  .   r 


;•  ficAiwxiar  had  Moba  JGIeedoti  kid heithtf ad  14)011  the 
inm  piUow  of  het  dltaixSb0ry-4iC  theuSina|U  aparfmioKt 
allotted  to  her  deserves  diis  name, — ^tldbsferersleep 
hkA  yia&ted<k«t  e^da*^  ^ea  nunkating-  wnMI  the 
jareMs.  of  db  'dm^'mfvM  barjieatt  fiailpitateawas:  ahe 
fim^t  of  the  iBanly  fete  :alidi0xdemr^ordil,)dtipa^ 
iBfr^y^yla^l9r^€h*ahflnl^  heritor  rafter  Urn 
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initUj  8ometh«tg  ^bH  M!os^  her  re^ll&QtioQ,  al  leog^ 
thtitomad^  ber.(»UtlilF.iW  becked,  io,  i^e.  i^atrm  of.tiu^ 
moiaeiiiU  « 1        ...•..'-. '--.^     ••  i  . ..   i  -  ',--i 

'  ^  WhcarQ:,wtt8  .my  aiUy;}meq^iyr  ahe  said  to  her? 
■dft  «l8ltfilt  ta  AgfN^  ^^|JI|^  I. should  baY^  forgotteat^ 
WBrdtliimiol>:thM»r>wM'  soquts,.  .  Should  he  fall  ia  wi(h 
Bladk'£MlvOt-«lly>0fi.hi3  ^kmt  bu(  thaMurely cannot 
to^rbaaidfiSt  hi^  gaUjUH^courage-^alas !  ^hat  dp  I  aay 
Iih»4twa.<ati»i9er^..a]^..my.  faUier's  enemy,  Har]^| 
tbtoe^BTO-tbe.steidthy  Jqip^^psof  dioae  who  weretp 
faata  UteQ.bia  .mwdeiaert9H*Tr(.hai^  at  least  saved  biipi 
firoMtl^irbto<Hly.b«iii¥«.Aild:lyBi  ia  new  haateoiug  bis 
vr^>  deim. ^GUcttftkwiriir  free.  a§  the  bree^.  that. blows 
liroB)  Bei^awil9aad  !s|roii|p  ps  the  .oaks  of  Braefnar.!* 
Ifeidng  said.tbln^ i^ilb attajpsaiden^s  feelii^  piK^.4hp 
6nk  CuKiy  of .hfif  hsttMrti  slue  iiis^ed  the  broken  piece  (^ 
g6U:  gif«ii'hsfiiitf  «cduBii<of  mm  th^ii^i^ef  |^tb^r>  safe^^ 
aad^siakaig  w  het.piUi9^:!epix]^;ps^4  b^ijcv^Cl^ 
!>  Meanwhilsi  6¥el;y:<»l^ecl'thtfit:;f303iijd  i^  s^eabyot^f 
bHglKt!'atai%bjt'  pm^  ra|Ni%  firofb  thp.y'mw,  flf-  ^ 
«igorojus  ^vsllel^ilMib^'Slro^/h^^tily  d^^^rn  the^i^j^ 
Mftstttatbi  IAiat,;4iiidttlMi»g  hi- 9003901^  irr0gju]#n|y  of 
biiiEfai»iSdid.brolfcen  by  cltuiq^orst^nt^  hircb-trcies,jQf 
•^adi  ent  in  patches  of  hsflth.and.(gr|#§}^:he^ag€^ 
stvcidied  tfiwards'the:  bill  of  Breiiiach,  h^y^^id  tb^JV^r 
Ibmst-aBdilie  Dee.  ,  Ajk  devated  aod  tbi^.part  of  tbf 
woDd^skisting^  the  •  strath  lOi;  belmJMvM  bip*  .yrbiph.bf 
aeirerrbeftpnjbad  passcfdy-r-tbe  p^rt  of  tbei/isomu^ijui 
^hieb  bctlbund  bmeil  being  eatirely  mm  to; AJ^^jptAr^hr 
lud  abend  of  the  river  leaving  a  vrald  and.ijwl^y  bej^ 
iletwaen.Min.aad.tbe  northern  sky^  wbHe^heavy^clpudi 
teglan.ta  obeciireiwbat  Uttk, starlight  he  badr-puir  mjvjir 
night  traveller  became  exceedin^ypu;s2l6d  to.fiqd.lus 
may.  As  the  clumps  of  wood  ^idk-ene^  round  him, 
«Mthe  ground  on  which  he  trod  beean^  more,  irregul^ 
.and  boggy^be  began  to  lose  all  certaimty  whether  he 
Mglil  to.  turn  to  the,  right-hand  or  to  tV  teft  V  i^ 
-whether*  in  going  forward  as  his  fancy  led  him  in  the 
4b0k»«be  W9^  liQt  returnini^  back,  to,  the, gwu^  9T9 
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twice, 'attd  foiokied^^efii^  fio^nh^  \A^  fbr  ttame^j^ciiiit 
dlr  object  in  the  itaA  Ittildscatie^tal^^  ktik  «(^^llt 
rest;  but,  well   as  he  was   accustomed  to  li^^ad* 

ll^t^  taXfl^e^  of  tt^fm  bT  indidtibct  Stlitpm  of  liOis  whidi 
^stimyiflbded  fuiii;  and  as  ^M^l^  gMii%Mitar'bf  the 
iioiidi,  abiyvd  hlffl,'h»  look^  upi«^aHlGf<to ter  hi  Vah. '<'': 

'  ^  t  lifave  bften  seen  the  broad 'fkc«  of  Ae  moon  lonki 
ing  piyingfy  down  upon  me'  koA  my  intti,'Wh6n^l«did 
hot  Waht  her  officious  illumiiMioay^iie  saldrsormewhat 
iiuitily  td  himself;  '^bnt'idbent-belittre  not^o'showin^ 
bluff  fa^  to-night,  w^^  a  glimUMi'  of  lighb  might  be^ 
Jbenefit  to  a  Ibnesoitte  vandeirfer^lnurallaig  hiitheiiiglil^ 
wateh,  glad  i)f  his  life.  Twoiild  be  nothing  ^tvatige'tf 
I  lihould,  after  wearying  Myiself  t6  dea^  in  thisfrSdeki 
iiess,  fiad-  myself  again  16  vfi^hMiti  itf'  tlie  xhangeMul 
IMle  of  Glenskiach.  Wh«ir^'Oft  «attlif:am l^^gcnagP: . 
Toiithtfiil  need' and  thB>5hiltl!^g)i|-br(^eM  agtasbe^ 
tty't)Terc(H]!M  th^'vi^ri^^'tke  dispirited  wanderer^ tnd 
i^  dtbwisy  scttii^tiims  6t  ^  scMleri  otai  Ma  toididght 
iftaith  almofi/i  dt«i])dweMid  Iniii^i^  i^eqt  it  w» 
im^  hlai^sh^  to  Meister  torniaka:  his  edacV  «f  the 
h^Gfth  anib)iig  \(ilidh  hd  was  plbd4ihgiib)tUe(  daHc9  and 
(he  6imt  kiit4<  liiat  hisr  dH>ws^  eyas  isould  dOdect  in  tl^ 
Tdfb^curftyi^ecame  hib'  itesting-^lae^/  The  bitdkation^ 
l)fiw«vel^  ln<d  Wlnd»  ^an<^  had  thM»a^  liiM,.was>nioii^ 
AlviiuMMe'Tdir  W  )^)k4-o«t><>ti€Qr  th«  dim  i^ndsbipe^thiHi 
ff^raafe'c6n«4yineAt'^:atidthe'!habli$  U  ^uspibidnr  o£*ft 
«iH)hi!i^  leidfei^  lifo  ia  thMe  datfW'MA  Mdv^ahiiiik^ 
l^eiss'l'laMotslf' a  bi<obnd  tnantef  i»  Alaat^  ia  flnt 
ilthhba^'ti^  i«Mgeda  IMe  diow«aiei»  aalieiicato^ 
tts  hdtrm^'  fantf^  et^  smallhi^  Muaar  -vteoained  M 
^MhibStiVe  i-^akhnei^b  f<tf  atey  akiin*  .      i     .  .    . 

'  'Cae(ting  his  faatf^i^lftul  «y«8,^y««  and  aaiitei  «^  he  aal^ 
iDWai^ds  thiat  l>^  bf  the  nij^  hotiMa "^Mdiiraa taboat 
iEift>en,  and  had  th&  gteatestsfcai^  of '^  dull  atali||iit^ 
lib  ihotiglft  h^  totikd  perceive  <8omiethiag  moving  ifMi 
i6obld  not' be  sin'^  trees t>lr  any'brtisk^^Qd  dlunifi^  far 
Ihongh  aUntot  aalaap  lia  b«4  a  ^iktewd  wufficiibu^iiKM 
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ilU^lMli  tmrd  wte  V  Ih|^  HirJoelfed^iiQfii 
VRgoiyv  toflktUoii  hai  h»  etat-toi  the.igFdilnd^  wben  h9 
w^aa  bottdd  pbdn^diatiogufiril  the  ^ort  Mdk  mplitMKtf 
ilhc  >U^nd  ittAnsimg  the  imMyieanlif .  wUlJb  lh$ 
ak^  figiireb  of  a!  omUlpaDlf  cf  moDioottld*.  jn^slit  iifikil> 
■be  seen  doog  llie  ^kvtriy  theit  dieaide  bobhinir  np^  iHpd 
•dmm  bjT'  tlieir  pecfaiiiiriaDDveiiledl^  betwcaea  liin  and 
4iieidqr*  •,..,•  wf:'/  ,:  /■  .  ,.^  •.■...-  -V: 
'..  I^Themis'  BomelliingiHki  in  CHenekiMh  this  mgliVf 
li&sndtohanl^olf^«a  berosfehMtily'  and  adj1iste£^  tte 
Inmdvwlird  .tbaistin  lilM^  at  hk  Mt  >  ^'IH  fl«e  .'^rbbt 
Itif  ifl  riuttldfaeeii  drop  ofiredhlMdfor  jnypMliii^? 
"^^A^nd eo  sayiilg^ Her^trode  tin  lewntlsds  the bi|^er.ypexl 
•f  the  'gLeiv  tfl(wairds'i#hijcb  th^  .Bi|^t-pu«3r  i  ileelaed 
liiBtiijrqsHmng;     :\  .. '\.y 

Befoie  he  tiduldi^cit  nearthemi  hwireYcry  the:iilr#igll 
Mfen^  who  seqmed  jto.  t^oi  along.  neak*ly  in  Indian  M^ 
had  entered  a  pass  between  the  bfUshitDOd  «ld  thb 
Todukf,  where  it  if abimly  Ixf  thoi aeiitBttee$ jof  hie thlfar- 
lBg!iikat!iJ]^tte,:whe  daxiedjiot  enler.  the  eamo  im^k 
«^ ;  -aUd '  id .  follow  .them. .  ^  IMtenninl»dt .  howeireit  le 
letakiehimelilf  acquainted,  with  the  ineaning.  of  ^Aitf 
ni^rt^niaieli,  anxiety  aild^  cum8ity»^with;a  n^tuifid  ]aeir4 
el  adir6attare»' aooft  dvove  o^T.d&i  drowf^  fei^lingis.jtnd 
before. ttbe  paety  again,  emerged  .IbfA  .into;  cleared 
jpreondv  Alaister  •  had>  got  hiefbne  dv^  iajwd  t  wa4 .  graduaU^ 
drawing  n^irer  to  -asoeitaiiWif 'poteible,  who  w«ire<^ 
itien^'and'  what  was  iheilr  {mrpose*.  f^By'the^ffriee^e 
IMSe  and  the  prioir's  book  P>bB  isiutlciiedjaa  he^dl^W 
efeseupOB  ^e.fMMy,  "^theve^s  ^Itatb  «  that  isiieliQei 
eiid  d^emto  eotoe  a^retchin.tiiat  mi^aaiured  iramp,^l 
eee  fliey  haf^da  .bound  ipmoutm.^.  A  light  dashed 
across  his  mindf  leading;  hial  1o "acHMMe  thatC  tb^ee 
jtfnst  be  tUe  Mactabma  ^ith  his  man  Faonpihar,  ivte>se 
life  th^  wtece  going  tortakb  ifkem  they  ^  hhn  btyoad 
the  hauiis  of  the  Gordonsv'te  Whctei,  in letohtftg  thus 
far  frikn  hk  (i>#n  peeplef  they  meant  to  t^anpt  into 
fticadiery  by  an  offer  or  ttierey. 

Various  conjeetores  of  tine  kind  passed  tluoHgh 
Iwi  thbUi^te  as  h*.  stib  etcode  fi»rw4rd«  >eom«tbnes 
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ti0''ttiiihlattdn0if>tkBeilidbdwi0<ihigh^rf^iiiid^  foraJ» 
interd^Atfrotfy  of  mnimg'itiragiam^iaiiikJs^MB  .pe»aeivBd 
A0iiMfg«larifnadbigB  of  tbe  Dee  faedeatbifa»ii  ohlbe 

ii^  ito  banks.' :  ■SdJt.iheymDiinted-f  iheyr  di«w:Mir 
the  river,  and  now  the  anxietjr  of  Alaster  becam&ipteBBi^ 
ig  lawhat  thiffwrtf  fl»rtaii  tB«kF^!ibnitT«n&tFcrf  letident 
the  meft  h^  na intentMo  of  oxoniBg  tbeDeiV  uob'mmZ'iL 
likiatythej  thotdd'pk)e«ed-nHKiK  fanfanv'-ailheT!  inert 
evidently: going  eMtidf^tiiie  i^trtdghtinkl*  fineiBetly  pim> 
nied.  Sttddenlyrthflr  ivhole  sco^ped^  ^vhen.^u^rriCBBe 
to^lhebrowof  alefty tonk,  belvw.Mmdv ait)j« dkiaxiee 
of  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet  of  praflq)icet  tlii 
daHc^^aiers  of  theDee  orito  da^^j^' Uad^  Mototiely 
Mieotuig  a^  fiingie^Btaiv  'whidii  ntfw^-flypeared'UtitlM 
diUl'sky  of  theemdy  aibnnngi:  > '     -   :  n    >  >  'i      'I 

^The  stoat  4ietffti0f^thelh»dy^tlibegaaiidw  sUuiBt 
tbvi^kmi  «n'>iHtnei8mgthi£S  ft»r)a«d^ed^bhi^JseldiBed 
«l  hte  etndeiliiy  in  )tM  conteriipktihniof^thieKnigfalt- 
hiiiid/and' thatiqn  «i'foiiiir/ tiin^tMili'fairi^toath.  o^fdM 
bMCleL4slditiiuiif'tie^^'=^ciy«attd'i«v  AWnh-Bbm^ 

diftctdVf'he*  w^  enabledito  dfail^  sear  toiabeeFre.  tke 
Iresiilt,  andat  thr^attM^itnoe  avbk^idiseosfiriii^^himedift 
1»ot  tlie^£Rnt'r4q|Wn^  aU)  his^ekiil^^  eaqpoec^ 

situattiM  oc(  ^whioli^eiwfiole^iiow^ioodrt  ytA^v^mmenlM 
vteenqikS'to  €^ph>aehtthmi  iiy^«re6|Hng»bnr  Ui8..haDdt 
tttd-  kii«fes;<lii  m^ltffcwiiimUt^<^#uceeejed»:by;^Biiin| 
«nd0rih^  imm  ef^^lie  pitetjpice  wiBfh.<ovflvh|]ng^tiE* 
Hvi^  ;i:&nd  8ennriilii^)oikDag<ha«hDrt4iroom4MdMcla 
Jafi^Aift  dangerous  sknanhni^^he  'oaatioBsbf^plamed hioi^ 
4Mlf  allB6et«fertte>hailtdpp«Qr.  :  .-^<wn  •  . 
'  Wien  he  ycA  ^vp  his'head/over  die  bade,  he  eooid 
ttoe  tliat'the  whole^^onftiied^'ten  men^  and^ne  bound 
and  unanited ;  eigiit  of -^diem  standing  in=  rank  a  litde 
baek'fiwm'the bipowof  the)>reen»ee;  i^etwoitf  then, 
apart,  and  nearer  to  the  phboe  offais  conceahncnt^'  seemed 
JMeupied  in  interrogating  the  prisoner. .  . 

i« ISk>  f e*U  pe  detenisied  to  pe  «dBab|  ap'  dogged^ 
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t»  ^  Viirl^r  ft^id  k  tan  tti«ii  with  a  "cW^  fekffi^f  ft 
t&i-hmrHBtXihe  RTghteiid  bdkl^  6f  a  getiai^m^ytd'th^ 
terrified  prisoner,  ahd  tint  Bb^aker-  Alaster'  iildtkiiily 
kli^  t/ hfe  roi^ye  W  be  John  of  L«afek;  '^lih*  ye'jpi 
^hei-  d^ink  a  diead  i]dttitf\l  Mlj^tj^  #i6  M'aJtSk  watM 
^^'  iOitf  Deie;  ^an*  tell  Sis'  #h6  <5^  ihi^  ^hgs  aiiP  th^'h^^ 
tale  Aladter'<3Whatti  diis  night?*     ' 

•  •^^Icdlinbt  teU  A<>d^  1  wtidd^that^ft  OodV  t»1rth,? 
«^d  jpdtir  Farqtfhai-,'  '^palled ''at  ^e^  ptospett  h^lini 
1liin-^»«iaJHia  I  wwild  not  though'  I  6oi4d,"  he  'a*te*, 
VMi  HigMilrid'fesblutioiu      '    '    '^  ;' 

The  ttro  OiWc  leaders  l^okfed  4it  each'  othef%ii 
momentary  uncertain^,  an  theV'siepjpiM  tin)  pace^ 
Mide  :^*  By  toy  sod  thert'tf  liifethhiff  efefe  but  WitJheiy 
«h^  glatifliory  ih  )^  f*  i»iddthe  dthet^,  hi  th^  supef^dus 
*1^6f  tit^  time^;  *^GmnidcKOoidoh  aye  said,thiai 
ttotMng  but  ifarlock  fiipells  cotild  ^krt  that  twih  Sassi^^ 
iMH<h  caflant-^hat  shall  Hr6  do f*' 

•  **  Do  t  "What  wotdd  ye  do,*  sd^er  notsnag  all  ihis  V«y,** 
said  JtHxA  of  LcaJikyith  d«rk ftfrocfty,  "Irat  put  a  s,tatife 
!tf  bis  {daidi'aki^  gi^liim  theprisonera  douk  inthe Ma(ik 
Hiikt  below. '  He'll  ne'«r  rifife  again  like  a  memikid'Groi 
of  the  caold  wateri»,  to  tell  the  Earl  of  Mar  where  thi^ 
MJd  d^er  amdkes  in  the  Gordons'  tikil,  or  where  Alaiit^r 
Oira9fam  Wait  unbound  by  lihe  witdidah-^mt  hisi !  \tv  (T 
ItoVahbw  ts  the  '^cret  pasf*  ilo  khe  grajr  core  wnere 
^Sbb  Mai's  meb  toee«—Hfe  is  iWeet,  and  wk  tibttdni  ^ 
»eDe«idWt^ftuldbed.'«      , 

Hietwo  went  biu;k  tp  timir  wretched  pr^o^qfer,  ahd 
iMit  tb  Wm  iih6tHer  qnesiibn  t>t  two,  in  words  ^Mehtw 
Vib^al^d  hero  cotald  not  dis^cdy  hear,  'but  erldilntlif 
fh'iflLhi ;  i!ip6!i*  Vhieh,  making  a  «^  to  ihie  body  of  ^ 
irien,'they  dl  eame  forwaid,  ind  With  stt&n^e.crtielW- 
jproeeeded  to  unloose  his  arms  in  piieparing  hihi  for 
death, '  while  th^  began  to  tie  the- plaid  and  a  stone, 
l^hed  by  one  of  them,  round  the  doomed  man's  h^ck. 
'  yfliile  idl  ^this  was  going  Qn»  Alaster  was  tnore  Oec^ 
bled'  #ith  a  fc^eling  of  uiiconttt>nable '  tengeancetfaf^ 
iuch^ohoir  as  mi^  have  been  expected  from  witnessing 
itttihr  aic«rt«,  m.  as  tiibual,  the'  ti$cli(»f  nesft  of  t»M^ 
D3 
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i^ifws  yplqiii?^  which  ^ff^  jw^  a  stranger  pcetentad 
him  from  ei^^cUiDg  ^thatr  prudence  iK^l»ich  wqui4  haii^jp 
been, reported  to  by  If  ss  Glaring  spirits. 
^  /*  V|^  will  not  /Bpefik  the  W5>r^.  tl^f*  sai^  John  cf 
'h^^ak,  (hranQgix^  ^e.  imfpstunate^  n^an. forward  to  th# 
edge :  ,^  Aeie  you^^thfirey  grim  Peath.  with  liis.  dar^ 
watching  for  you  at  the  deep  bot^)J^  of  ^duit  cr^g;  .and 
yott  may  already  hear^  if  youyr  jcars  arei  good*  .the  i^ater- 
Mlnies  of  thie  4>ood,  siiiging .  your  death-fong  to  ih» 
ni^^wi^d.  If  yov  have  lather  cat  mculher  ;to  greet  fbf 
you  when  ye^ire  dead,'  better  join  the  Gordons  ^  the 
Ma^ralittns  o'  the  .wood,  ^an  steep  at  tl^  bottom  o*^  the 

$auld  wafers  o*  the.  fipe."  , 

.  t*  Tve,  neither  father  nor  mother  to  greet  fov  me,**  said 
die  poor  lellow,  *|  nor  wiie  nor  pd^ter.tha^  loves  me.  but 
^y.  hraw  young  master  Alaster  Grabam*  ani*  he  qisnsL 
i^w  tl^  oass  t  ^  brought  .to  this. dismal  lii^i;  to  be 
drowned  liKe  a  dog  under  idie  cloud  pf  darlu^ess.;  Obf 
if  Jhe^weve  here  now!**  and  in  the  weakness  of  npiture 
and  the  dread  of  l^s  doom^^a  tear  started  into  th^.  eyes 
qf ,  ^e  faithful  Highlander,  while ^  he  wrung,  bus  h^ds 
ac^  be  looked  over  the  horrid  prec^ioe,. beneath ^wh^vs 
1^.  stpod  amon^  ttie.  gK(a^  of  his  .execiitionc^. 
., ,  S  shrill  ,wUstle,  spun^g  frqnj^  vjadpx  the  broyir  of  tbf 
fira^  startled  the  party  wi^h  apprehension,  at  the  ^oinen^ 
^ey  ,were  lifting  up  Fa^uEar  to  throw  him  .over  ipto  tbs 
Unii;  and  in.  pother. i^st^t  after,  Alaster,  wi^i  hif 
drawn  broadsword  in  his  Idand^  had  sprung  into  the 
Delist  .Qf.Jthe  pstoni^d,  lligldaiidersi  .Wpll  didithe 
daoifCf^  FarquW  .loaow  lih^4gure^w^  sword-hand  of 
^  .m^t^r ;  the  ins^nf  t^lasn  pf  sifor^s  ^aroused  him  .to 
£c«NB  Jiuix^elf  fi^.tl^^'e^tiiuiglejfQent  pf  hi^  plaic^^  and  sooi> 
^e  iall  pif  one  of  iti^  .foremost  of  the  jpartyf  undef 
Alasteifs  arm,  jspabljed  jhim  .to  pbsses«i  bin»elf  of  a 
weapon,  and  ^.jcin.  this,  strange  and  >ipequal  contest.  \ 
Th^',pafty  bad:  gjiven  way.on  the  jtost  onset, of 
jila^sier,.  ,cb^eiving,...as  by  his  pr^lijnjnaiy  wivstle 
be  intended  t^iiey  t^utd,,^at  there  yim  a  .^unnbef 
more  iif„ ambush  ready  to!  jpin  him;  ^bu^.4i>.  a  feV 
l^om^ts,  s^'cu^c.  none  ptherl»  they .  alj^  bejg;an  jto,  ^r^ 

". r^n     '  . 
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wai^  lip '«iig0)o£  ihe  ^nfneipioe. :  r AJi^ter,  now ^iij^p^ 
as ?  he  ^  oftm  dbad  - befere»  iHbeif (daflf  esou^.i efiects,  /9I 
tuUj  tnn^ting  to  vfaoav.  aloft^,  .^oA ,  h^  Afl^rwlefiGe}  j^ 

|Milf  iflhouldllinie  btan-betpiMi  £iiiijsj^  ,9^  4»^^v9^ 

soon  drove  him  and  his  single  ow^i^jftHi^^^^^jh^.^l^ 
edge,  and  as  Alaster  at  last  fought  on  the  defensive 
only,  against  such  numbers,  although  he  had  laid  twc 
dead  at  his  feet,  while  stnigglingto  protect  himself  from 
five  or  six  swords,  he  saw  poor  Farquhar  driven  over 
the  edge  by  one  of  them,  for  both  fell  together  down 
the  precipice,  and  iu.i>sinothpr^Aii^  after  some  strug« 
gling  and  rustling  among  the  brushwood  of  the  steep 
Jbonk,  he hMtrdft'h^sovy'pliwge, ^  gf  .one  fs^iof  into 
^k»  deep'  :wa(te«s  ;of  rthe-  lioa^bela^^  ]\f aking ,  now  ,.^ 
Mddeii<  Imd.de^p^ate  .effoi^^«., grasped  the  foresxiffSf, 
mnn'vMk  mbxxA  heW9#^gfig9€|f.<U94.(^^gged.him  i^t]^ 
U^  dttw^'tba  iMffilM  sieepr  Hei;s  |iis. .great  ^^trenip;)^ 
bse^ne  ^^  !iiic|aim'.pC,  )iis.  Q^a  ,paf0ty»  fo^,,  4isengag^g 
jtimself  horn  ^  "gripe  of  bi»'9M»i(agpiii&t.  as  t^ey  relied 
4Mn  tiiJB  isteep^t'  ^M^  «AaMed,  tfy  ^ii^g.to  tie  ^bpst 
inrtom  tMat  p%w  amopg  ^fbe  cfe^g^  ^  arrest  hif .projpj^isi^ 
indfcis  hejhttiig,ibf^!M9jdfg)9t^ooe.and  tl>ffn..aiptbfr 
aiieeeediB|9'|^wige  iRU>t^/the  4ull  wa^fs^  faj^b^lo^ij^^  h|m» 
Tfa^  wiLd(«hPUt  o(  thede^rrstajker^^  above,  bim^truek 
iqxm  his'e«rs  withtiiArappalliqgr.senaation,  9a.)^9  i^jung 
over  the  preoipiee  i^ad.cluQg  X»  the  broq^  wUh,qe§pj^ 
i!ite  lefibrUr, »iQd . th«pr  ,^l  w^ef;,  l^a^9^  over, t^p  of 
iiteir  comfwiibna  who  ba^,  be^.  drowned  in,t^e.  tifi^ 
"^edidiss  im  two  wbon  bis  ^wi>  sword  h?a  deprived  of 
life  abiKve  the  baak^  but  he  tJuMagH  sadly  of  his  po9r 
SQffvant,  wbo  in.sj^te  Qf  all  tus  eSbrts  seemed  to  have 
met  his  death  beneath' thQ.Uack  waters  that  now  piur* 
mured  sofUyfat  bene^tji  him. .  He  heard  JoW  of  I^eask 
;«iid'lus  men  sbprfly  alinr  withdraw  fxQm  the  .scene  of 
'  diis  unfortunate  con^t,  .bearing;  aij^^y  the  ^bcHiies  of 
dieirtiwo  icwipaiiioiis  ^  iaiid  soon  findmg  the  coast  .clear» 
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^'  ^aft  i^ei^K,  and  tlM/^dniger  «•  Wmiii^  skJt^ 
had  fet  enoeitot^red^  he  sA  Img^^moceedaiht  agBin 

hteef^  \mdet  A^  'bPiuAiwood  thi*  <greir  near  Um 
height,  Ala8t€»'  agan  hud  himsdf  doivm  on  the  fragtaai 
beath,'  and  eemp<HBidg  hiBMelf  as  mreH'aahe^oiild^aftvf 
ad  many  tromUeav  h^  ^epc  abandly  inlll'tfaB>:«ni|ha4 
Haen  aeme  tiieigiit  alMva  tiietMOdiWDwof  r" 
imnmit  of  Lodonhgsr.     '    -^        '•  ' 


'^  TflERiB  C2DfL  be  no  doubt  but  it  waa  witcherv  and 
^attmory  i^  loosed  the  corda  of  Akister'  the  Aaaae* 
hadi  htst'  ni^''  Wa^  the  cry  ataoti^  thaf  Higfalaai 
'women  ini&e  forest'hiunktyOi'  baffle  of  Gfenakiaeht  aa 
the  morning  aft^  Ae  foregoitig  tMiiaactiMia,'aaiiMif 
imomiied  oveV  the  bodies  t^  those  that  had  blieiirBlam  * 
^knd  the  powers  bfda^hnefl^^^  s^dtheiyiatkeUr'aang, 
^'and  Vhe'^wers  cTtheair,  luftdthewiM'^ntii  o*ikm 
'Wood,  and  the  greebguwft'  ffetea  V-  the  btalea,«linfc 
Id&nce'in  the  moonM^t,  and  eing  niadijgaii'to.the  nhiidi 
ftar-^-that  ken  whanre  the  iftomi  la  -bn^wMif  'behait 
Ben-^#;  or  >whaure  the  «di!ps  are  to  be  amik-  hi  the  bay 
"6*  SoriiQeh ;-  an*  lay  down  their  IMe  eora  to  the  aoaqd- 
ihg  e'arih,  and  fkten  to  'thcl  dead  numfa  gro«i-r-*aii' 
taiigh  at  ihfe  gnrgle  in  tu)»  throat,  as  h^  dfowna  beneBth 
:&6  waref^-it  was  they  iodsened  the  thongs  frae.  tin 
6a!88eriadi*8  'f(feiet,  atf  threw  glaamer  o^  me  agfatV 
DOnsdd  (Jordon  that  watched  at  tho^iaeir,  an^evw  taab 
enter,  and  nobody  go  oat;  and  yM  the- prisoner *w«i 
g^e.  andfais  bands  wHh  biin,  ahd  apt>eared  at  thetaNnr 
,0*  this  black'  rock  aboon  the  Dee,  ni*  fongbt  wi*  the 
.'irtrengih  o^  seven  devils,  an*  killed'  our  bmm  hihitef 
hub,  ahd  drowned  them  in  Ui^  Iinn  below«4«*ocluMi ! 
ttefaoni  ochon— aiee  !*•"— AAd  thee  the  wild 
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ifioii'  it)s'e  latid  wktaSbi  tlnftm^'^:  woofif  vilpfly  ^ 
^nMdstch.  '         .  •  " 

' '  Bat  ai  yeiy  different  sotmd  irfl»  beavd  in-  die  anbl 
Kalt  of  the  eai^e  <yf-%aanafip,-tipMi  the  i««^ 
Alaiter  Gh*^am9  "irith  the  ineWtB  t>f  ^his  'fldNremtrei  and 
i>f  the  Bad  fate  d*  hi^^ervaitt'^ttqtihim'  ««i¥e'tt  jmmH 
thd  Mr6bd$  0f  tbeiile  ptedf^*^kfnAon»^^  yf^  tiie  awremii 
ciy,  **unijl  not  a  man  of  IlKtti'sliaU  reaftiiir'fimirthe 
erags  of  Olenyiodi  to  thid  iRPdieir  o*  Dee;  ^d.the^d 
Macrabihs  shall  be  rooted'  flfolttr'the  laiidrttcnn'Ben-axr 
to'fiaimoital,  and  ehmed  through '  th#  MKt4inmb,  fikq 
ilie  bounding  deer  that  JffieA  beffore^'fhe  bkift  of  tiie 
marksman — ^giting  his  flesh  to  th^  huhgivy.  imnter^  aild 
tus  branchiiig  ahtlefs  4br  a'  trotthy  of  sweoecMn**  -  •! 
'  All  Wits  therefore  bUmiltf  and  prejMsraiion  at-  iisA 
castle  o(  Braemar,  and  thirty  dtom  HighSandefBoTiM 
f^re^t  clkns,  wercf  s^n  seleeted  hmi  appoifated  by  the 
^arl  himself  under  the  commaild  <df  Alasteiv  t»  take  tBt^ 

geance  on  tiie  martradiag 'Miyey^  of  ther  ftveirt.  ^I 
are  borne  with  these  thie^ridfi'deerHStalkers! too  •iongf'' 
said  the  es^l,  in  a  private  faiterview'wiih  tto  yotUhfot 
comma&der  of  the  party,  *•  and  p«riie<il«rty  Widi  dmt 

Siterau  knave, '^huma^h  Gordon.  •  Root  oat  him  nad 
s  marauder^  ireM>the  heart  of  the  iiresty  aftd  if  they 
resist^  as  they  ^re  ^elyta^do,  spaoe^'hivi  and  his  as 
fittie  SUB  jhey  do  thered  atfitf  of  the  woGkl'i*4*Hlo8t  thod 
hbartale'T*-     *      '  '    '-*      ».••.••/  •>,:•- 

•  **'No,  my  loid,"  said  ATastisr ;  «« but  the)  Gohloin  ara 
&1|  a:D<iient  and  a  noble  'claa»,  ftnd  s^^vead  fopmd  wido 
pver  Scotland's  glens  and  Vldfe3r8;  aad Gnifnaeh  isr-^ 
'  «•  An  old  villain!  tUal  dtett»  me  lef  the  teedii"  -liMeH 
rapted  the  eari,  angrily.  ^Hailtee,  young  man-^rid 
me  of  that  forest  plague,' or  look  me  not  in  thoifuie 
again.  What!  Thou  wert  not' wont  to  bieneh  at  a 
l!n>p  of  red  Mood,  Alaster!  Remember,  thou  «rt  :the 
rati^er  of  my  good  ftrest,  and  i  know  thou  cansfaliov 
tli^  head  off  a  Highlaud  reiver,  as  deftly  as  I  teaa  ent 
down  ^prickly  IhiMle.  Got^^-^^d  kiioweet  my 
ftotrght.^*  '       '  •    '    .:. 

'    The  yotifh  bowed  himself  respeetftdiybefore'tht  ted 
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wore  upon  his  breast  felt  as  if  it  would  turn  its  sharp 
a%o  iat6  his  :ojWA'fl00b»  ^nd.  the  hhie ^yes  of  Moona 
Ctordon  seeiried  to  beam  en  Jtuxp,  and  to  plead  for  mercy 
far  fathet  nod  for  •  moth^,  in  la^p^9«e  w^icb.  shot 
tkroagh  etery  n^twe  of  hi«^;fraQie.  ■  fiut  Ii^,  ^  his 
HigUaadevA.  weve  soon  09  til^e  oiajr^y  and  as  they  inoye4 
akmg  m%et  laaor  and  dale»  aad  breathed  the  fresh  bre^z^ 
fliatawteptdown  the  heath  from  the  .cliffs  ofQairntbiil, 
diebolflftpiiit^his  meaand.tbf^ex^itemeot  of  the.e^ 
pMtioB  w^9e  BO.  d^ightful,  that  ^rusting  to  eirconi^* 
stances  mi  hisown  strong  .arm  for  t}^  ultimate  safety 
of  4u8  prtneiMl  foe,  hfi  eiitQr«4  briskly  the  precincts  of 
the  forest  0f  Mart  thinking  less- pf  war  thanoflove^and 
less  of  the  groat  objedt  ^  his  4Q$eip^^  than,  of  the  yel- 
low locks  of  Moina  Gordon.. 

A  fofesthasi  from  time  imxpeqiorial,  been  a  iavourita 
spot  with  chromcJersandtalet^Uarsi  aA  the  spene  of  s^Q 
iorts  c^  Pdmantie  adventi^es ;  but  the  great  forests  ot 
Gemmnyor  of  eastern  France,. the  lofty  pine-woods  of' 
the  Pyrenees  or  the  Alp0«  or  the  thic]^  and  venerable 
masses:  of  TQgotation  that  afforded  shelter  for  the  milir 
tary  xobbei»on  the  bajiks  of  thQ.RhiO€it  are  yery  different 
from  thai  wild  mixtDre,  of  low  woodlaniiU  hea^  and 
8te^  cragi  gve^patcheaof  herba^  on  wlujqh^the^deer 
bioWseOft  and  black  and  dange^Hi^  bogs,  and  marshes 
which  constitute  the  wilderness  tract  called  a  Highland 
fittest  But  though  less  inagiaifiaent  and  awful  than  the 
great  German  woods,*  or  the  lofby  and  endless  forests 
of  North  America,  these  naljvun^  wildernesses  of  .^he 
Highlands  of  Skotlaod  preset  a  variety  of  feature,  and 
ai^omonoe  of  effect  and  of  situation,  which  has  peculiar 
eharms  for  the  free,  rover  ojT  these  wiLds,  amd  is  the  de- 
light of  the  imaginative  Celt  of  the  north. 

The  party  htfd  not  penetrated  far  into  the  wood, 
when  the  sight  of  the  deer  bounding  through  ,thi^  passes, 
and  ni^dng.in  orOwds  along.theofen  glades  of  the  wil^ 
demess,  with  the  occasional  whiiw  of  the  gaine  which 
started  in  coveys  at  their  feet,  stirred  up  the  spirits  o£ 
AlmUB^B  followeve  lor  thi^  ^haife,!^  ii^^f«nt)y.chaiv![ed 
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SsfT  ia  tioie  siS  thoughts  of  the  slogan  of  strife  iiMd# 
jgay  £Lnd'the^rAil'  halloo  of  the  hunier*  t 
*^  Aw^y  they  "all  soon  went,  therefore,  ia  jscattered 
gro^  amod^g  the  bushes,  for  a  poweHiil  Highlaiid  hiiHr 
ger  having  by  this  time  enterec^  their  stomacfas,  fnm 
thi  efleets  of  ^e  taiomtng*«i  ihareh,*  no  eSbrt  oi  their 
^ou^ful  eommander  could  restrain  Che  eagerness  of  hi$ 
ineH,' stimulated  as  they  were  by  so  many  potent  excite* 
inents.  But  few  guns  being  at  this  lime  pcnisessed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  these  northern  Tegions,  the  bow  and 
kfrow  were  chiefly  used  for  wounding/at «  distance,  aad 
the  shafts  that  flew  in  every  quarter  around  thlxn  .as 
'tfaey'^e)otced  in  the  sport,  soon  provided  th^]^y'tdth 
ample  and  subistantiail  seasonmg  to  the  small  portions 
of  oatmeal  which  each  man  eanied  in  a  bag  slung  be* 
land  hihi.  .    .      » 

'  The  forest  now  rang  with  the  shouts  of  the  new  deer^ 
hunters,  which  became  fainter  to  each  group  as  they 
receded  from  each  other,  And  became  hidden  in  tho  en« 
tangling  intricacies  >of  the  wood.  The  deUgfat  of  this 
hoot  soon  proved  as  seducing  to  Alaster  as  it  was  As 
the  most  eager  of  his  comrades ;  and  cautious  prudencs 
bein^  ho  part  of  his  character,  he,  in  the  eagemesa  of 
^Ske  3iase,  lost  all  command  of  his  nien«  and  even  know* 
ledge  where  most  of  them  were ;  three  or  four  foUowim 
ohly  being  ultimately  within  sight,  who  made  .ai^  anp 
Bwer  to  such  ealls  as  he  now  dion^t  it  safetoitiaks 
foL  this  part  of  the  forest.  A  noble  buek,  upon,  wliieh 
he  had  fixed  his  eyes,  having  taken  a  direction  sep^urate 
fiom  the  others,  he  and  those  immediat^y  .near  hisl 
were  led  t6  pursue  it'  down  an  irregular  bank  beside  a 
small  stream,  which  wound  its  way  through  an  open 
part  of  the  wood,  in  order  ta  get  a  fair  4hot  at  it:;  but 
it  being  no  easy  matter  to  follow  aueh  an^animsl  ^  by 
speed  of'foot,'^  Alaisterwans  ultimately  far  parted  irem 
^he  fnain  body,  and  deeply  entangled  in  the  depths* of 
the  wilderness. 

'  '  By  the  tiine,  therefore,  that  the  fauok  Tell  under  the 
shrifts  of  iti  eager  foUowens,  and  the  small  gxeup  wer^ 
prodeeding  to  eany  it  away  fram  th«  ^t^the  trhiflptfih 
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df'Altuitet'-wasaoDa  ]ittle4»mpedi  on  parqi^inQgiluit}^ 
could  form  no  idefrof  ikedirfeetMa  wtufih |i€»  90W ou^ 
iotak6«  and  that '  the  fthnll  •owndft  of  hi»  lydiisde.  wei« 
«ia]f  ktiiir«r4A  l)7itiier  «cboc»  JdMt  w^ecbera^d  .f^ 
4Im^  Mlhiide*  of  the  wood. 

1  <«OMne  alongv  CMim'?'  he  said  ojt  length  to  this  fol> 
lower  who  sjnoo.Farqidiar's  ;doaih«  had^,h€icome  hip 
Ihvoittilo,  Hbj.  .fihe.4)e6ai.on  thf  jihoiddersv  and  1^ 
^  ttini>i;>''^  iksmk:  .whe*.  wo  eonjua  .to  the  higher 
ottd  more  open  pariiof  <h6  wood,  no  douhl-i^y^th^gfaiu 
Imo  eoaiMiehB  .Wili  aooo  reply  to  the  qall  of  my 
wyMto/*  V 

•  Th^itiltle  oompan};^  of  low. peraoas  vigorously  t^ 
ieMhafid'tiiOoniMthe.bankvlhe'wikl  soikude  echoing 
to  thi^  tread,  and  the*iiaing  aotmaiaal  breeze  begio^ag 
to  aweep  with  rustling  freshness  through  the.opei^ga 
in  4iO'  fomt  •  •  ButatiU.lior'aiga  of  living  creature  ap* 
poated^  far  the  red  deer  ihemaeli^eA.  had  ^en  frightened 
<^  fay  the  riimai  oi  thei.Wfaote  party,  the  gray  fox  dared 
iMt  10  bloml  until' nigfat  epra^d  in  indistinct  darimesa 
avet  the  i£utneaaeO  of  the  forest,  and  Alaster  aqw 
btgmL'ta  hesitate,  wiiedier  ho.wouM.cpptinue,  to  flU)unf 
to  tke'faighest  )giaand  tieacf  forjthe.ohance  of  rfcqye^f 
iaig  his  meav  or  whaifaer,  by  xetuniing  to  the  stream 
Mow»  and  fi^owii^  its  xewrae»  he  should  simply 
nry  to  -aaoettaifr  his  position  in^jthe' wood.  A&^  conr 
aiikiiag'ifot »  ftiwrnooieiita  with:hia  men,  he  soondeteiy 
liaii)M,'a«{us4Aiirontho><bildecco«lse»  and  perceiving  a 
tfa»k:wfaiBh  led  tQ;aii.open  apot'on  hia  right,  he  punfued 
4ialteadiiy,iJ(ioiwiifa8taBdiBg  Ifa^weadneaaof  hia  IbUow 
«ns  eonvamd  Oa^  he  was  di^wing  neaf  ,to  th)e  veiy 
tatermosDreeesaeafli?  thos6.  wilda. 
i'  «« Aeeirila  leg'oas  lae  lift inaiir*'*T:grQmtjed4>n? pf bw 
taen  «a'hla:noighbomr,.ihatjAeir  .leadftr  might  h'ea^  him ; 
;«<%estdoSt<whait  ti  liioitoe.o*.jthioj40wlaodQr>  march, 
VithkMit'a  eiowdy'in  tho^iwamef  or  a  snuf  in  i^e  j^os^ 
when  we're  famish'd  wi*  the  starve,  aii'  no,  a  pan,  to 
tnnkoia  hioQi  A)\ike  heaaden  he.  added,  lookmg  riie- 
-Mfy  ti^«he  dead  fauokiwdei;  wbifih  the,  hindmost  man 
-Ofgaiiita^waddle  wilh.weaiy  diacQA^t.  , "  Jusilay heir 
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^^W^;  pdUn,  rtty  Ifid,  iuta  tell^he ^dtu^g'  duihttai»^,  iitML 

fad  gang  a  Iboi  firtheV.'*' '^        '"'  -       ^       •  ■    '* 

•Th( 


,  xh6  inah  did  iiot  require  ^  s^bi^d'hitit  to  tori  ^ 
gec(,  so  throwing  tke!  btidt  -With  A  Wurtd  on  tfe  sod 
reitraed  to,  trudge  kilother  step,  linltefis,  as  he  s^d, 
^Master  Alaster  would  let  hiiri  corirfott  hiihse!f*with^ 
uKce  or  two  off  the  hrrrdics^  of  the  vehisori  beast,  W^^ 
was  iieedftd  iiow  for  then*  reffrbshmetat;**  besides,  as 
Ihe  man  argued,  it  b^ing  niuch  Easier  for  gentlemeti 
hunters  to  catry  their  food  iij  the  place  appropriated  for 
it,  than  for  each  man  to  bear  it  on  his  neckline  a  Low- 
land ifleshef.'  '  ' 

~*  'nieperil[i:t>f  the  place  arid  the  consequ^ees  of  bift 
dwn  %ou^htlessness  began  to  be  perceived'  by  Ad 
ybutSftiF  leader,  thus  separated  Rom  t!w  body  of  hii 
nb^ii  mid' obliged  to  take  up  his  quartern  at  the  dose  bf 
flie  ^ayih'  k  part  of  tie  forest  tMiktic^i?  tohith,  ahd 
iWifere  hfcs  fefW  folio wers  were  erery  instant  liable  xo  h6 
sii^^bunded'^d  cut  off  by  the  bblfl  deer-stalkers,  XSot^ 
dot^and'Ma'cribinsahd  all,'\thb  Were  intimate  wftH 
'^ery^  ^assf  and  tumftig  within  the  bosOm  of  the  wCfbd. 
**:IS'^6  biust  ktxsu  and  rest,'*  hd.  said,  Idokhig  fburid 
hint,  attd^ehig  me  necessity  6f  givirig  way  to  citcunt- 
stances,  **  it  shall  not  bb  heife ;  ui/'e  rilust  nbt,'ii|  this  ei^ 
Jeditibn  ikulk  ]Bke  cravens  in  the  glen;  for'  hov^eyer 
stttaH  our  numbers,  I  will  riever  pTa^  vtiy  bflier  than  i 
bold'gimeV*  See  ^ott,  lads,  yonder  bushy  rodk  th^i 
raises  its  tufted  head  like  a  black  fearer  in  the  heart  bf 
Che  wood  f— let  Us  iip  to  th6'  top  of  the  crags,  and  kin- 
dle our  Are  and  iT)asi;  oiii*  buck.  *.  It  will  j[)e  a  c^niftb 
to  li^^  the  ^Wps  pf  orir  oWri  men  to  iihd  us'V'for  V^ 
ift^iillraisfe  i  flame  in,  the  riiidst  of  th^  forest  that '^s^all 
be  s^fett  even-ffbni  the  turretis  of  old  Bra^arl* ' 
''"^«  Lbrd-sfake,  Maist^r  ^lastier**  ^^id  aii 'old  Higlt 
Isitider,  "ye'Il  no  liidari  to  light  up  u  low  here  amang 
the  treed,  just  to  /ihdw-  the  wild  Gordbnsyan'  a'  other 
iretvers,  frae  Inverjy  to  Ab^snithak,  that  here  we  arbi 
fbur  fniir  chfelds,  iihat'll  ho  be  a  mouthfid  to  thae  wdi' 
ncbws  o*  the  wud *    .         '  '  ^    '      '■'    /; 

^Hiiisfat,  ht^i  Donald!*  said  the  youth  familiati)''. 
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empty  stomach,  but  wait  till  you.an?^^^  n  piQiunff  q^ 
.^.rihs  of  tkat  d)?^  \i;«iusoi]^.aad  aj;lipw:  o^^ai  &om 
^  cl|i^erfWTbi^?<^.  tw?r  iw,  jpjodi  Tjl  iswor^t  .i«^§'U  b^p 
i^l'e  to  Iqok  dowA  friue  the  t^P  ^pVthat  .cr^  <Hi.6rar 
^m/ich.  Qordo^  him^el  a^'  ^  his  men. ,  U|v]^  I  'jiafH^Q^ 
fn?  |^,V  as.  t^  Sa^^a^  saM.  a^ays.  f 
^\^  t^  <thi|  four  mounted  to  the  top.  of  the  praggy  hill^ 
^flim.andstedijb^ing^part.of  th^ir  trAvelliog^/^uip; 
mpnt,  in .*.  ffSHf  ^nJuLUtejr  ^e  cradahig!  fir^  begah^  to 
cheer  ^  the  w^a^erbeat^x^  faces  of  ^^  HlghlaudiBenj 
who  smiled  grimly  with  pleasure  as  they  saw  .the^moka 
^ blaze i^iae  Jibovetfie woods, .wbM<&i,Ul^'e otber^kfav- 
j^lJers  :in;.Uie  "de^  they  roasted  colbp^  Cfl^,,Qff  t^fi 
jrj^iaOQyi^  ib/i  neaixest  e^ibers,  with  whicbi  ever  an^ 
«^Qli»  tbi^y  stayed  tbeir  hunger.  Besides  this,  the/ 
]irpre,fl9t  ^y eu  ;withp>U  a  drof)  pjjt  .the  qlear  iew^  nOiSj/f^ 
f^)jpi^  a.,  dif  ti]}atipn  iu  the  mountai];is  of  the  Bortb^  wbti^ 
(uiepf  tjiem  iuppUe^^.  with  little  pe^reoo^ob]^  in  ttie  ^mpr 

S'  tioniy  from  the.,md;ifth-pieqe  of  Xgpod-sjiaed  biiUod^'^ 
rUy^tl^at  iir^s.^ung  beneath,  the  sma]|l  sbeeps|w)>^ 
(Uidpr  nis  ^unn,' ^d  which  latjter  heI((,^so  a.inod}ci|iii 
cif  oate^  meal^  boih|  being  the^cqi^stabt,  conipaaioins».if 
ppssmle»,pfaJjigl4aAdm£^nV  ...      [[ 

.,.  "  Paithn  J|ad^  thU  cjame  i^  a"  contort*  an^  ft  consoli^ 
gqn  after  W  ^aj'J?  warfc'*  said  polini  l^acrpne  tp.  l^i 
|WQ  BJeighbouj?^  a^  thipy;^atiga2ing.in  ^^cheftrfi4,Wit?ft 
ojthefirefi  ,;.-.  .«*,;.';"^:\  ,'.' ,  'V '^•=^'  '  V  '  '  '  ■'' 
-J  **^H^*  wark?^'  i^i^id  the  tl^ird  jegri^i^y ;  ("J  yfoxk^ 
ji8r,,^Jijt|rudp  )ye?ve  don^  for  thej^ild  ear]  tbiis  day- 
wjjnd^ring.heiB  in  the  Y^ood?,  just  lie  what,  IVe  beam 
|M;^  ,rp^^teU^b^  auljl  DauYii;,^.^?  king  p'. the  Chpwsjj 
or  Webeehu^n^igbbburi  that  was  bjiaiia^ed  tp  tji^.':pejd£^ 
an  VjPk  up,  hip  .'quarters  wi*  the.  »pirut^  '^easisi  Jot 
waht'o*  a  deceni;  lodgings^  jSo.tere  ^e'w^.  ui.ttie  ener 
joay!?.  lanclt.  cocked  «p  on  the  !iap  9*  a  9Qggl^  crag,  jjosi 
for  a  mark  to  be'  shot  at^  Jjie  a*,c3pperQpU2:ie,  wi'  the 
Ipng  arrows  of  thae  qraflyQordons*  .  Faiths  laids*  ye Vf 
picked  your  last  bane,  an^  drank  your  last  toothfw»  .1*9 
thiqkingr  aad4n  a}imtrati99i:Of  ^  gnvaoJ^Bn^ 
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lki%  llHUI^ed.  Ki|^s^er  Un^hia  ja«t  tug  at  a,8p«ul  of 
^yejmon  which  hp  )^eld,  and.  tl^n.  threw  the  )^U9 
angrily  into  the  fire.  .         ^ 

.,  .^S^yoiA'how  gloriou«ly:tbe  flame  mounts  and  illu- 
sainat^i^  (he  dark  foliage  of  the  forest*  from  Braemar  to 
j^QekiftQhr  said  Aljaster  with  admiration*  as  he 
va^hed  tl^e  efll<Bcts  of  their  fire  on  the  redden^  objects 
airpuiid.  ^  The  remaioder  of  om*  1^  cannot  be  far  off, 
^pdlb^y  inuat  obey  this  signal  beacon-light ;— but  re^ 
yoUr  my  iqen,  and  I  will  watch  ;^*-fbr  from  this  point, 
mrhiJe  our  fire  blazes^  I  can  see  the  very  birds  as  they 
go  to  their  soft  ae^ts  on  the  branches  beneath  us,  and  the 
eaipftipua  badgear  could  nat  look  out  ^of  hi^  h<>la  near  but 
I  should  know  it." 

.  .*«  Y«i9»g  iCaUaota  are  aye  confident  whispered  the 
wi^Q  Itiighlander,  with  a  Gaelic  *'  humph  !**  through  his 
i|Qset  a  Wo/jA  tiiat  was  exceedin^y  expressive  to  hia 
9i|^prov^g  oamppmonsr— init  as  Highland  shentlemen*  of 
thmt  4^y  in  particular,  were  nowise  disturbed  at  thef 
iti^^,  of  ipaiii^  their  Uves  *'  the  night  afprethe  mom,*^  aa 
tbey:were  woqt  to  express  it,  taking  t^ir  chance  aa 
«au8d»pU  now  round  the  fire* .excepting  their  leader^ 
laid  iMn^^lv^  dowp  to  sleep  withoiU  die  slighteal 
WXiety*  f 

It  pjseda  no  Highland  seer  to  tell,  that  the  oonfidence 
natural  to  youth  and  a  brave  spirit,  while  it  is  som% 
^09  A^  .oause  of  (^rpijsiDg  success,  is  by  tbe;oi?& 
nary  <^rfition  of  things  much  pflener  ithe  occasion  of 
a«|d  ftisaster^  Th^  foundatiori  of  it  in  Alaater  oP  thip 
occasion  could  not  be  expected  to  last  long  in  i^ 
i>igoMr«  fl>r  oxrefcoqung  sleep  wHl  depriye  the  sharp* 
c^«yea  of  their  ke^inn^a,  amdthe  brightest  blase  i^fr 
tight  t0  aai^ist  the  sight  in  darkpess  will,  die  away,  uqt 
1^^  fed.  widi  matariab  not  obtained  without  trouble 
fPfeminaHighlandwood.  Aceovdin^y  the  eomforl- 
able  mdolf  nee  occaaioned  by  the  heat  of  the  fire  soon 
had.tbe  effect  of  dulling  the  exertion  oecesaary  to  ke^ 
]|  fea  tigour ;  and.  as  the  flame  before  him  began  to  get 
}#vr«:aa4i  the  suiTOimding  objects  to  become  lost  in  tba 
obai^Qri'th(&4iiQimA]i)g  ^ffimdty  «f  J^afWg  hi9  looi^ 
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OTt  lr«h  aily  intettwty,  •cfittted'fee'^tJ^i^  l***f 't* 
seek  for  excuses  ibi*  refebcing-Ai  his  ^BtehfUlheBs  utitil 
he  ftiriy  began  to  nod  at  his  post.  '  .    -^  *^ 

"Since  the  res^t)f^fy  riieft  have  nrrt14i«P*e.lli^ 
pearance,**  he  said  to  himself,  *«^^e  mnst^jacH  ft^e-do* 
tHrn  at  this  wetfry  watch  i"  and  'then  he  shook  fcy  AA 
shoulders  each  ^  the  thi-efe  Wh6'  nbtr'sndred  b^sklft 
him ;  but'  Ibr  the  present  Aat  wit^  a/vam^  ehdeaVoi*; 
for  the  phaosdjiWc  Ittottittaffl^ieei^s,  h^riiig  {>rt^ui^ 
made  up^  their  minds  t^  die  or  K^e  just  ais  Ph)Vidctttt«i 
might  order  it,  seemed  d^temifnedto  giv^  theniself^  nH 
trouble,  particularly  during  sltjep,  ^^eehe¥  th^  Wef^td 
rise  ag^  wHh  Uieir  lives,  «r  ^pe  k^dttve  hi^  ¥^ 
shentlemans.'*  '.;;•...,,        -  i 

^  As  a  jfew  brands  still  contuxu«d  tO'et^^Me-^Bmfy'on 
t^e  fire,  the  n^kt  dbjects  on  the  &iimtok  '^'^A4  isfk^ 
hegati  to  assume  all  shapes  to  the  ha^Me^^  %yed^  €^ 
the  watcher;  the  bushes  and  rockfii 'bl*te«f!i«"rcdffl* 
black  and  brdwiiidh  gray  in  their  grote6ie(«e^  indi^tiitet^ 
Bess;  aftd  the  dtofc  outline  oTf  ^e  duwo**diiig  lb#efs* 
'«4iich  he  overtooked  appeared  ahnoart  td  unites  »wHh^^ 
dull  starlight  of  the  heavy  hddrti^t  sky^  '^moimeii 
Ihe  wekry  Watcher  ^otlgli^  he  h^tttd  '^&  bMsi%ei»W' 
as  if  whispering  to  each  other  among  the  bushes,  ani 
agaih  )i^  thought  the  r^d'd^et'Beemeld,U>be'dyfri)ierkig 
ifp'the  crag  to  bbtaki  %  he^t^fi*oM  Kib-fisfi^vbut^  kli^ 
fft^  at'times  that  they-altd6s«^'had  th»^eei»^  nen) 
Sfid't^i^^^ated  ^  nod  with^luisl^ii  ikadfir  s»«^d -^ 
fihtiem;  df  horn,  as  if'the^^AMi^iboleid  credttd^'Wb^^ 
jtoytiiifg  signs -te^^achofliep/'  ^  •'•'  » '^  *'  '" ''■  -•;^» 
;  t  suddenly,  su^  he  gased  ak^u^d^ki  hl»^atefi,  due  o^ 
&e  shdrt  stumps  of  trees  bekm"^  tile  crag  biegait  eW* 
deAtly  to  mnyve,  whic^h  greatly  ^^l^edb  in  fnttidJa»  hi! 
opened  wider  his  eyes  to  dbi^r^  tiiii^|to«iiti«ti^n,<l^ 
sprontinig  branoheis  tematning]  tm^th^  objoet  befatt  to 
looi^  the  upper  one'  first,  ^ko^eHti^W  like  <lfe  6oek^« 
feamer  on  the  front  of  a  Highland- jgentleiltian^  bonJiet| 
ftnd  then  the  bifssnoheis  belowto  hesenU4«  l^  ead  ^  li 
bow  and  the  feathery  headis '0^'al^W8*  2Ae»  aitet) 
gooetlHRglik^  a^^bea.  {ttv^edi^  item  4iear'tho«ljp^  aft 
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Sk  stomp  «irideaily  moved  apwards,  a^  iwo  sUiing 
Ifamgs  M  each  side  began,  like  glloitwoniist  or  Wg^ 
hunum  eytSf  toveisebtlie  bedimmed  light  of  the  fire« 
^  'The:  drowsy  watcher,  as'  he  «dt^'  was  puubking  his 
drcatn^  reatsoa  to  aeeoont  ibr  so  remSriuble  an  oo^vif* 
Mhce,  when  suddenly  he  fbund  hinoaself  seized  on  be* 
lund;  eridendy  in  the  clutch  of  a  wild  beasts  wlule 
half  a  dozen  more  stumps  appeared  to  rise  up  from 
iimeng'  Jtbo  tmshes  around,  and  in  alfeoth^r  insftant  a 
sUut  was.flfel  up  from  the  bottom  of , the  orag,  so  hoanis 
sod  .wild  ^al  it  half-stunned,  half-awaked  him  hito 
startled  recollection,  for  in  it  he  recognised  Ae  ca^ 
ghaiMn  or  warniry  of  the  olan  of  ^  Gordons,  which 
temded  up  iflia  shout  from  the.  heart  of  the  foresti 
whiie  Umself  andhis  little  party  w^e  surrounded  by 
neaifty  twenty  persons,  and  at  once  taken  prisoners 
without  a  blow..  A.  strong  arm  held  him  fast  in  its 
gripe  behind,  while  another  bound  a  cord  atound  him  | 
and  asy finding  it  useless  to  resist,  he.  ca^t  his  eyes 
Hmnd  upon  the  &oe  diat,  as  one  was  tying  his  atnasj 
grinned  with  a  triaibphant :  laugh  upon  him,  he  recogn 
nised^  by  the  faint  glare  of  the  fire,  the  strongly  marked 
fiikturais  of 4)ld iGeumabhCKordon. 

"  Hagh ! — agh ! — she  has  her  noo !"  exclaimed  the 
iteteran  deer*stalker,  chuekling  with  joy  as  he  pulled 
die  cords'TOund  the  body  of  the  astonished  youth.  *^  If 
theiSasseiiach  eallaot'doesna  mend,  her  manners  noo« 
rii^^  ne'er  see  tbe  auld  oasd^  o'  Braemar  ony  more*-' 

^Is  that  the  chance  ye  .girea  braYS  man  for  hi4 
life!  to  hind  hisaftus  for  fear  he.  should  harm  you, 
aaai  cake  lns>  sword  because  you  dare  not  meetit,''  said 
Master,  scowlii^  in  scorn  on  his  adversary. 
«  ^We  diana  feght  incarnate  deevils,  an'  witchorafi^ 
«a'  glaumory,"  said  the  chieftain  knowingly ;  "  the  Gor* 
dbns.dinna  ded  wi'  the  horhed-ane,  or  kindle  fires 
tmderthe  eloud  of  ni(^t,  and  mutter  spells  in  the  daifi 
wood ;  but  ve  shall  have  your  sword,  young  man,  in 
Jb'foafi  ^ayfaght,'  for  I  have  my  revenge  to  tsJ^e  out  of 
you  before  you  leave  the  bailie  o'  Glenskiach.  Fop- 
wardf  my  lads,  wi'  youfprisonen !" 
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l^e  four  reluctant  captives  (for  -the  otker  three  of 
Alaster's  party  had  been  bocmd  almost. ia  thnr  sleep) 
were  led  6t  rather  dragged  down  the  steep  of  the  crag* 
at  the  bottom  of  wl»ch  they  weire.  met'  by  a  number' 
more  of  the  Cvordons  and  Macrahins,  who  piaeing  them 
in  the  centre  with  another  grin  of  satisfaction,  tha 
whole  began  to  march  forward  in  siknee  »tluxmgti  tha 
wood.  .  '  ■     1 .').... 

<*  Are  ye  leei^ng  yet,  or  are  ye  dead,  Donald  ?'.'  said 
Oolin  Macrone  to  his  nearest  neighbour^  as  they  rustksd 
their  Way  through  the  bushes ;  ^  bitie  your  •fingiery.  mao^ 
an'  try  if  ye  bo  dreaming  or  waking.^? 
'•  ^^  How  can  Ibit^  my  £nger,"  aaid  the  o^er  sulkily^ 
f*  when  I  canaa  pntup  ia  claw  tx>  scratch  my  ain  bead 
when  it  itches?  not  having  the  use  o'  Biyiarms,  asya 
see,  but  left  to  stoitre  through  ^  the  wopd  in  the  4aaki 
and  trussed  up  wi'  a  tow,  just  like  moor-hen  iof  tha 
spit^^teevil  take  it  r  ':..,:• 

^  Hoo^h  1  ye'U  be  hxng't  the  mom^  Donald^  so  nelyeK 
heed,'*  rejoined  his  neighbour^  consolingly ;  *^  but  may*« 
he  they'll  do  us  the?  pleasikre  to  shoot  us  wi'  poathei; 
an'  lead.  Ohi  but, that  would  be  a  pleasant  an'  a 
shentlemanly  death,  lads;  but  it's  o'^  gude  Sot.  tha 
likfes  o'us^**     "  .'    _       '         * 

<^It  was  a  God's  mercy  that  we  got  sic  >ii  meal  oi 
the  venison,  lads,"  said  the  tlnrd,  in  a  low  voice;.  '^  the 
collops  were  sae  liweet  when,  hnstled  ih  the  &:e  IbM 
iiight.  It's  a  meeserabla  uncomfort^le.  thing:  t6  ba 
hanged  wi'- a  hungry  beHy."  '    ...;.' 

•\Oigh  t  maybe  wePU  no  b^  just  hangi  dna  titofw"^ 
said  Colin,  gayiy^^ff  see-  you  how  proudJ^f  MaiMer 
Alaster  walks,  though  he's  girded  roi»id  like  a^sauti^ 
ham  ?*-**odd,  if  I  could  only  get  my  right  hand  .'up  to 
pick  my  lu^,  or  my  twa  fingers  in  my  mouth  to  gie  Cim 
reiver's  whistle,  I. would  try  whether  thtee's  aught  ih 
the  wood  but  wild  cats  an'  .badgero. .  I  aay»  iwis^trr 
whisper."  »  >.  .    «. 

;^  What  is  H?"  said  the  othexts ;  .««  huteht^^-lbc^'l 
■beai:  us." 

**  Let  us  all  three  set/n|^a.pkraifhfT*-7.:.  :     :.  ..  •.  .. 
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.;«^Wiwlif<ir^Qolio1^d?  Lord,  tiieyH  iBltfder  US.'' 

**Deevii  may  care !  better  to  be  nnirdered:  deoeixdj 
stMiighIt)  tkuixto  be  haog't  th&>  isom's  mornixig.  Set 
up. «  alffai|^  I  say,  :tbat  niay  be  heacd  to  the  v«iy 
tgates  e^:BrfteniAr«  There's*  eome  giode '!!•  come  c't-^ 
feera.go€BvtHat<«ice*^ho<wiigb«''  .- «  jt 
:  The  fMa«0ch  with  .whi<s^  the  three  HighlajiderB  most 
tinexpectedly  disturbed  the*  dead  silenee  qf  the  night 
ftimoet  atartM  theTeiy  leaves  <m  the  ttees^^aod  roused 
the  birds  in  their  nests,  as  it  echoed  away  in  the  deils 
't£  tim-  f«reet*  Dariunfiss  .iteelf  eaewed  for  ft  oKKteent 
^  ^re/wayi  td  the;  soutods^and  strahge  noisies  to  ari«eia 
Ihfrdieteneet  yfhkh  might  indeed  be  the  rustling  of- the 
red  deerer  eojqe  ether  prowlere.of.  the  wood 
i  .;.f*,The  Lord  penearnel.  (Sot<tamn  I— what's  that?" 
«t3clatmed  old  Giumack  Gordon,'  aad  several  others  on 
Ike  ittitaDt,:as  ibiey  stopped  eboi^:  in  astonishment  at 
the  shout,  "  that's  witchery  an'  glaumory  again— kill 
4hfe  Man<^mea»»  ktU  them  at  once  r  : 
..)'*»Hoo*uighl''-Hihouted  the  .Highlanders,  a  seeond 
4anet  in  whkh  the  leader*  taking  Ibeir  bin«,  joow  heartily 
jpitied,  ^hile  the  Gordon*  for  art  instant  were  perfectly 
jMr^yftQii'l  and  before -the  eoho  had  diied  away  in-  the 
diita««chollaw8  of  thfe  wood^  a  rustling,  was  heard  on  the 
liftidf  die  :party^  figures^  "appeared  to  start  out  among 
the  treee,  and;  in  Mother  mstant  tlie  partial  silence  was 
Main  d»turbed  by  a  broken  and  somewhat  running 
i^out,  set  up  at  no.  great  distance,  as  if  meant  for  an 
«»ewer  to  the  random  screech  of  the  Mars-men* 
•  The  Gordons  appeared  now  to  be  m  utter  confusion, 
Mt  knowing  which  way  to  turn,  or  whether  to  attack 
or  defend  themselves  firoto  the  unseen  enemy,  if  enemy 
it  were-*t^r  whether  to  tnm  theij  swords  upon  their 
dbouting  prisoners;,  whio  seemed  patiently  to  Wait  the 
jMue  of  their  etrange  experiment  A  figure  or  two  be- 
'gaa  ta'dxaw  near*  .  "  Hutagh  for.  Braemar  I*  and  down 
with  the  reivers  of  the  wood !"  shouted  Alaster,  start- 
ing Ibrtfeiroim  tKe  side  of  Grum*«b  Gordon. 
..  «^BsaeilMffl  Braemar !"  shouted  also  the  strangers^ 
Who  ooilld  not  naw.  be  mistake— and  in  afewmo- 
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m&ckM  a umIi of  ^lem eame  clnd vpctL^pmAm of 
iIm  terrified  Gordons.  '  ^ 

»«Bc8eittar!'  Braennrr  aivweredinreUinilliellu^e 
pfieoiierB  in  th»  eemre  of  ihe  party ;  taUri^  aiva«ta|pe 
of  the  «ioiifiuidiir'«iid  rushuig  m  a  boii^  agattia*  tlMw 
who  guarded  them,  thcj,  without  a  eardLebeng  aiandl 
Itt  th^OD,  aucoeeded  in*  fotbiitg  a  paaaage  towarda  their 
JOPvn  party^'  who  bow  befan  to  fie  shafts  to  their 
b^wsttibga^  and  ptepare  for  a  general  eembat  in  the 

Jh»  MaanhiMB,  howei^«  afraid  of  kiUiiig>  a»|r  af 
lh€ir  own,  rushed  m  among  ^  Gordiitiis  swovd  i* 
iiand;  The  clashing  of  theh<  weapottbnpw  soutided 
through  lihe  wood;  the  deer*rehret«  gave*  way  erevy 
where,  meertain  of  thd  nnn^ber  of  their  kMailanta,  and 
hAidly  able'  eren  to^  d^cinguiah  eaeh  other,  while  iim 
Whol#  akim^sh  was  vailier  an  tnusianiy  eonloaioH  tlnaa 
« ere(fitaUe  etrifti.  •  /     ' 

"^Hold  off,  my  men!  oonie> liiAar,  and  leans  thia 
^igracelul  ddrmishing,  no«r  ea  we-  are  nmie^of  us 
longer  priscHoens"  skHited  Alauster ;  «« die  MafS-«ieii  do 
not  wilhaglymeet  theh<  enemiea  in  thb  daaHc^  and  (if 
Olumaeh  Gordon  will  leaye  me^  and  my  thiw  eomr 
rades  the  ola3nBOre8  that  ihey  to^  fBoa  ns  wheta  tbey 
anrpnsed  us  on  the  crag,  w»  shall  meet  agftin  in  faratod 
day,  when  I  shall  ddl«ier  to  him  the  Btol  of  Maf^a 
pleasure,  with  good-win  to  fight  if  that  be  neoeaaaij^ 
bnt  with  better  to  spare  the  drawi^^  of  Mood/* 

<•!  scorn  to  keep  the  arms  of  those  who  seem  moM 
in  league  with  the  bladi  D«vil  than  with  the  Ettrl  of 
Mar  himself,^  said  Gromach,  thiowhi^  iiown  the  mfMI 
of  Alaster  on  the  sod;  <*  but  l^Md  ooly^if  itcsin  beapilt 
fugfy  on  the  fields  shall  aaiisfy'  the  iMnd  and  avenge 
the  afifronts  pot  upon  me— Gromach  Govdcsi;  JimA 
eos  young  man,  I  bid  thee  heartily  defiance*  Come, 
lads,  the  Gordons  will  yet  have  their  day  with  ikme 
laett.'*  .   •     . 

Thus  saving,  the  xM  tester  led  ofiT  hie  men,  while 
41«iter  «td  his  follew^sve  soon  again 'St^^tdied  them- 
selves on  the  dryest  paM  of  the  bank:  her^  tiie  whole 
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rented  oh  their  arms  till  th6  clear  light  bf  day  shone 
down  between  the  trees,  and  showed  to  the  first  who 
werfe  awak«  the  beauty  of  several  open  copses  in  the 
sorroundihg  forest. 


CHAPTER  V. 

T)^  morning  was  somewhat  adranced  ere  the  ICgh« 
land  party  in  5ie  wood  could  rouse  themselves  from 
Che  heavy  slumbers  that  sucbeeded  all  the  toilsome 
adventures  of  the  previous  day  and  night,  and  consider- 
ably fkrther  ere  the  men  were  in  readiness  to  resuhie 
their  march  towards  the  habitations  of  the  reivers  in 
Glenskiacih.  The  ground  on  which  they  had  sle^^t  for 
some  ht)Urs,  though  soft,  was  damp  and  cold;  th^ 
'limbs  of  the  sleepers  whfen  they  wakenrf  we're  stiff, 
and  ached  with  fatigue;  the  autumnal  morning  wzk 
raw  and.  chill,  and  the  Parquharsons  and  M*Crones, 
of  whom  the  party  was  chiefly  composed,  stretched 
themselves  and  Tubbed  their  benumbed  arms  and  legs, 
as  they  looked  around  them  in  the  silent  and  solitary 
forest,  and  curled  their  noses  in  each  other's  faces  with 
true  Highland  sulkiness  and  discontent.  Not  a  fire 
was  yet  lighted  to  cheer  them ;  for  the  green  smoking 
wood,  round  which  a  few  of  them  gathered,  would  not 
burn ;  the  tall  Scotch  firs,  under  the  prickly  foliage  of 
-which  they  had  lain,  excluded  the  famt  beams  of  the 
morning  sun  from  the  gloomy  spot  where  they  Were 
crowded  together ;  and  the  distant  openings  in  the  thick 
forest  oidy  served  to  let  m  upon  the  party,  a  snell 
stream  of  mountain  wind,  which  had  completely  parted 
with  its  caloric  ad  it  passed  over  the  snowy  summits 
of  Ben-nevis  and  Benaw. 

"It's  tanm'd  meeserable  this!"  said  Colin  M'Crono 
to  his  neighbour ;  the  ludicrous  curl  which  drew  up  his 
nose  a^  he  spoke,  elevatmg  also  the  drop  which  hung 
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at  the  point  pf  it.  *'  My  houghs  arc  caolder  Htmi  my 
haunds,  and  my  haunds  are  caulder  than  my.hurdies," 
he  added,  essaying  to  rub  his  bare  knees,  which  tha 
kilt  he  wore  was  not  intended  to  cover,  with  his  red 
fists,  which  never  had  known  a  glove ;  ''  Donald  I  shake 
the  scarrag  anoth  your  oxter,  an'  see  if  there  be  a  drap 
o'  the  bluid  o'  barley  left." 

*^Teevii  a  drap,**  growled  Donald,  shaking  the 
empty  fiask.  ^An'  the  very  snuff  is  i»»en  in  the 
nmtt!  Tamn  the  Gordons  an'  the  Maerabin&!  I 
tell'd  you,  Colin,  that  we're  waur  aff  here  in  the  wud, 
than  a^  Nepechudneighbour,  when  he  gaed  to  live 
wf  the  prute  peasts — ^I'm  saying,  lads-r-'*  , 

"What  is't  ye'U  say  nooT  was  the  other's  reply. 

*  She'tt  be  a  bad  dieneral — that  Alaster,  Ym  think« 
kig,"  continued  Donald,  *^  to  pring  us  into  sic  a  place  as 
this  wi'  naethipg  but  cauld  an',  hunger ;  an'  us  made 
pvisoners  at  our  ain  firesijde  last  night,  without  a  stroke 
o'  the  claymore  for  the  honour  o'  Braemar ;  an'  to  be 
narch'd  thi^ugh  the  wud  wi'  a  rope  about  her  middle, 
9n'  her  haunds  tied  behint  her  back  like  a  veal  calC 
y-^cat  tamn  I — It's  not  like  the  usage  o'  a  shentlemans." 

"  What'll  she  mean  to  do  then?"  inquired  the  other; 
his  HighlaDd  suspicion  also  roused.  "  Will  she  turn 
her  back  an'  gae  hame  ?" 

*'Noh — ^non,  indeed  V  but  if  she  disna  get  a  ffeg  at 
the  Gordons,  the  day  afore  the  morrow,.  dieU  maybe 
be^n  to  think  her  ain  thoght." 

"Get  up,  lads! — up!"  shouted  a.  Farquharaon  whp 
acted  as.  lieutenant  under  Alaster.  "  Forget  you  the 
work  we  have  to  do  before  the  sun  that's  long  before 
us  droops  behint  the  Grampians  ?" 

"What  wark,  maister  Laucheyl"  growled  Donald 
askance^  as  the  lieutenant  passed  him ;  but  the  musterer 
was  too  busy  to  heed  the  query,  and  too  wise  to  notice 
the  munnurs  which  in  several  places  began  to  assume 
a  mutinous  appearance  among  the  grumbling  groiqpe 
of  this  rude  encampment. 

When  the  smoke  of  two  or  three  fires  began  to  ascendf 
however,  ^d  the  Hig^anders  had  got  a  few  mouthful^ 
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of  the  Tenison  and  game  which  had  b^en  shot  In 
abundance  by  the  larger  .party  the  day  previous,  they 
began  to  grin  with  satisfaction  in  each  other's  faces, 
and  to  show  their  restored  good-humour  by  sporting 
sundry  gibes  and  jokes,  which  were  much  more  enjoyed 
among  theiiiselTes  than  they  conld  be  by  our  southland 
readers ;  who  albeit  have  but  small  relish  for  Highland 
wit^  particularly  through  the  medium  of  our  attempted 
translation  into  such  anglicised  Scotch  as  might  make 
it  understood.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  by  the  time  the 
men  had  made  and  partaken  of  their  various  crowdies 
and  oaten  cakes,  and  their  savoury  stews  of  the  flesh 
of  the  game,  with  a  stiff  dram  of  the  indispensable 
nsquebaugh,  they  found  both  theit  tempers  and  their 
valour  greatly  improved,  and  set  forth  towards  the 
haunt  of  the  Gordons  in  Glenskiach  with  vigorous 
strides  and  high  hopes  of  the  issue  of  their  expedition. 
Coming  soon  after  to  an  open  part  of  the  forest  they 
mounted  a  rugged  height,  and  Atester  surveyed  with 
delight  the  romantic  variety  of  the  wild  scenery  before 
him,  which  on  the  right  swept  away  over  woods  and 
glens  towards  the  braes  of  Abemethy ;  and  on  his  left 
the  view  became  lost  in  the  rugged  fastnesses  of  the 
forest  of  Athol.  He  now  began  to  understand  with 
greater  precision  the  localities  of  the  extensive  district 
of  the  Mar-^ood,  and  was  somewhat  vexed  that  he 
should  have  been  on  the  previous  night  surprised  by 
the  Gordon's  men,  at  such  a  distance  from  the  little 
valley  or  woody  covert  of  Olenskiack 
'.  Into  one  end  of  this  glen  the  party  now  began  t* 
descend ;  and  various  eontending  thoughts  and  mide- 
fined  purposes  by  degrees  occupied  the  mind  of  its 
youthful  leader,  as  he  surveyed*  in  occasional  peeps 
through  the  covert,  the  distant  w^dings  -of  the  Dee,  and 
meditated  on  his  night-adventure  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  on  all  that  mtere^ted  him  regardulg  Moina  Gordon* 
His  broodings  became  more  and  more  serious  as  he 
drew  near  to  the  spot  where  she  dwelt,  and  as  he 
thought  of  his  own  circumstances,  as  leader  of  a  party 
'«eht  for  ^e  express  purpose  of  killing  or  banishing  (a 
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mmch  mpre  difficult  matter)  him  whom  he  had  Yow«d 
to  protect,  and  who,  whatever  else  he  might  be,  was 
Still  the  father  of  ome  becoming  dearer  to  his  thoughts 
every  moment. 

The  small  green  plat,  in  front  of  the  little  assemblage 
of  houses,  or  rather  bothys,  where  the  deer-reivers 
lived,  now  opened  out  in'  the  wood  in  front  of  the 
party,  and  Alaster  heard,  with  some  concern,  the  bitter 
¥ows  of  his  followers  as  they  approached  the  bailie  of 
what  they  wjere  determined  to  do  with  the  lawless 
spoilers  of  the  forest,  so  soon  as,  in  a  fair  fray,  they 
could  get  them  within  the  strokes  of  their  claymores. 
But  no  one  as  yet  appeared  near ;  not  even,  a  child 
played  before  the  doors,  or  an  old  woman  was  seen  to 
water  her  yam  or  spread  her  clothes  on  the  little  green  in 
front  of  the  hamlet ;  nor  had  a  single  Gordon  been  observed 
or  heard  in  the  wood  during  the  march  of  the  morning. 

There  seemed  something  strange  in  the  eyes  of 
Alaster,  if  not  ominous,  in  all  this.  Not.  even  the 
slightest  wreath  of  smol^e  seemed  to  curl  from  the 
wattled  chimneys  of  the  bothys  as  the  party  drew  up 
in  front ;  and  it  was  evident  that  either  the  place  was 
deserted  by  the  deer-stalkers,  or  they  had  allowed  theur 
enemies  to  get  thus  near,  in  order  the  m6r^  efiectually 
to  entrap  them  by  some  concerted  ambuscade. 

Taking  with  him  Colin  M^Crone  and  another, 
Alaster,  however,  left  his  party,  and  fearlessly  entered, 
as  before,  the  principal  building  of  the  bailie. 

A  very  different  scene  now  presented  itself  in  the 
interior  of  this  bam-like  house,  from  what  he.  had  wit- 
nessed on  his  former  visit.  All  seemed  waste  and 
desolate.  The  fire  wlas  exunguished  diat  had  fornnerlv 
blazed  so  cheerfully,  although  its  embers  were  still 
warm  on  the  floor ;  aod  instead  of  the  numerous  tiers 
of  hams  hanging  overhead,  the  blackened  rafters  of  the 
buflding  were  exposed  baure  and  unsightly  under  the 
dark  thatched  roof,  which  could  scarcely  be  distin- 
guished by  the  dim  light  that  entered  through  the 
well-stuifed  windows.  8ome  rude  furniture,  including 
several  large  pots  and  earthen  vessejls,  were  found  in 
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tliis  and  the  other  houses ;  bat  not  a  living  creattufe 
waaf  to  be  seen,  save  a  pair  of  large  black  cats,  wh© 
scarcely  attempted  to  move,  but  sal  staring  with  their 
green  eyes  upon  the  intruders,  and  in  Alaster's  appre- 
hension, agreeable  to  the  superstition  of  the  period,  had 
a  look  of  dl  omen  with  them,  as  if  theyx^presented  the 
living  spirit  of  a  vengeance-predicting  desolation. 

The  whole  party  now  too^  possession  of  the  hamlet, 
^  least  for  the  present ;  and  foreseeing  that  they  might 
iiave  a  hungry  enough  tim^'of  it  before  their  present 
expedition  Was  brought  to '  a  close,  they  were  deter- 
mined to  eat  and  drink  while  they  had  the  opportunity: 
BO,  before  many  minutes  had  elapsed  the  chitnneyB 
smoked  as .  briskly  as  ever  they'  had  done  for  the 
Gordons,  and  the  venison  was  soon  after  shewing  and 
boiling  on  the  several  hearths  of  the  bothys.    • 

**  Shall  we  take  up  our  quarters  here,  maister,  if  ye 
please,  or  shall  we  not?"  said  Colin  M^Crone  to 
Aiaster,  as  the  latter  sat  thoughtfully  by  himself,  after 
their  meal  was  over.  "  It's  a  gude  hame  enough  in  the 
wud,  an'  wha  kens  whare  we  may  catch  thae  reiver- 
hunters  ?  The  red  deer  are  no  half  sae  cunning,  though 
ma3^e  they  can  rin  fastei:,  and^  we  may  chase  them 
frae  Abernetliy  to  Aberdeen  wi*  naught  *but  weary 
i^hanks  an'  liungry  hotchelfs  for  our  pains.^ 

**  Wherever  we  go,  we  shall  not  remain  here,  Colin,* 
said  his  leader,  soberly,  "within  the  heart  of  the  snare 
that  the  Gordons  have  laid  for  us.  Trust  me,  this 
unexpected  manoeuvre  bodes  no  good  to  the  success 
of  our  expedition.  But  we  must  even  now  be  up  and 
setting  forth,  tip,  my  lads! — ^Up,  and  go  again. 
There's  many  a  step  between  the  water  of  Durig  and 
the  birks  o'  Braemant" 

In  a  short  time  they  were  on  the  road  again,  or  rafher 
tramping  through  the  brambly  passes  of  the  forest; 
two  trusty  men  having  in  the  mean  time  been  despatched 
m  different  directions  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  posi- 
tion and  movemeiiis  of  the  reivers..  But  every  step 
Ihey  proceeded,  the  mind  of  Aiaster  became  more  and 
more  uneasy,  concerning  the  end  and  object  of  this 
strange  expeditioni  in  which  he  was  acting  ao  unwiUJi^ 
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and  yel  a{q[)arently  bo  cruel  and  deceitful  a  pert ;  aoi 
bis  feelings  became,  as  he  went,  deef^y  affected  by  hi» 
constant  meditations  on  the  present  fate  and  futtir^ 
destiny  of  his  pretty  deliverer,  the  maiden  of  the  forest* 
Moiua  Gprdon. 


pHAPfJERVL 

As  day  closed  in,  Alaster  Graham  agaii)  halted  his 
party  ^under- the  shelter,  of  a.  green  knoll,  still  farther 
towards  the  verge  of  the  forest,  and  near  the  border  of 
a  small  lake,  or  rather  strip  of  deep  water,  such  as  is 
ofii^x  found  in  the  fastnesses  of  the  Highlands.  Having 
posted  watchers,  one  on  the  knoll,  and  several  others 
at  proper  points  near,  to  prevent,  his  being  surprised 
while  he  arranged  future  operations,  he  allowed  his 
men  to  stretch  themselves  on  the  heath,  and  take  their 
rest.  A  singly  fire  had  been  kindled  in  a  sort  of  recess 
indented  into  the  knoll,  and,  as  the  men  slept  around, 
a  succession  of  reflections  bordering  on  sadness  occu* 
pied  tlie  moody  and  restless  thoughts  of  the  leader  of 
tiie  expedition. 

What  these  thoughts  referred  to  needs  little  detail, 
when  the  circumstances  of  the  youth  are  considered  in 
regard  to  his  noble  kinsman,  who  had  sent  him  to  root 
out  the  Gordons  from  the  forest — to  his  future  fame  and 
fortune,  which  so  much  depended  upon  his  fulfilling  his 
present  duty,  should  he-be  allowed  to  take  a  part  in  the 
war  in  the  Lowlands,  of  which  he  had  formerly  heard 
some  distam  rumours,  and  even  to  his  character  with 
his  men,  over  whom  he  had  accepted  the  command  in 
this  expedition,  and  who  were  bitterly  zealous  against 
the  reiver-chief,  whom  he  had  undertaken  to  expel  or 
to  kill,  after  having  vowed  to  be  his  individual  protector. 

At  the  bottom  of  all  this  was  a  feeling,  which  was 
as  usual  painful,  because  it  was  encompassed  with 
anxie^,  and  alloyed  with  untoward  apprehension ;  and 
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jwt  deligfatiuly  because  it  was  new,  and  the  novelty  com 
sisted  in  the  romance  of  imagined  perfection  in  woiraui 
in  a  world  where  all  else  is  imperfect.  It  was  ihe  hea- 
venly dream  ofimpa^ionad  afiection,  and  fond  friendship^ 
where  all  else  seemed  to.  him*  coldness,  self-interes^  or 
avowed  hate.  Though  strong  and  manly  in  person, 
the  piesent  ^33  but  thp  blossoin^of  Alaster's  life,  and 
the  novel  sensation  of  love,  mingkng  with  grateful  feeU 
iilgs  to  his  pretty. deliverer,  came  over  his  soul  like 
touching  ^usic,  amid  th^  soliuides  of  the  Mar-forest, 
^d  becarfie  deepened  w)xh  the  increasing  thou^htfulness 
of,. manhood,  and  the  necessaiy  anxieties  a«id  respon- 
sib^ities  of  his  situation.   . 

As  he  sat  tl>ns  meditating,  the  man  placed  at  the  top 
of  the  knoll  descended  hastily  down,  and  assuming  an 
air  of  some  importance,  when  he  drew  near,  as  if  he 
had  a  mystery  to  communicate,  said  in  a  half-whisper« 
^.^As  sure's  death!  captain,  there's  something. yonder!" 

"Where  r 

*^  Just  beyont  the  cairn,  on  the  brae-face;  come  and 
we," 

Alastec  mounted  the  knoll,  and  looked  forth,  with  as 
much  success  as  the  hazy  light  would  admit  of,  but 
QOttld  see  nothing  remarkable*  "What  was  it  you 
saw  r*  he  inquired  sharply. 

*^  It  was  a  man,  or  it  was  a  natural  moving  thing,  or 
maybe  it  was  a  ghaist,"  said  the  Highlander. 

>^  Poh !  nuind  your  duty.  It  is  not  ghosts  you  are  tQ 
look  out  for,"  said  Alaster,  rather  peevishly. 

"It's  the  God's  truth,"  said  the  man,  indignant  at  his 
leader's  want  of  faith — "  I  saw  it  wi'  my  een,  moving 
amang  the  breckans  aboon  the  loch.  If  it  wactna  for 
that  blinking  shred  o'  a  moon,  ye  would  see  it  yourseL 
But  deel*beliked,  I'll  send  a  shaft  through  its  wamei 
whatever  it  is,"  added  the  man,  setting  his  bow  in  order. 

"  You'll  dp  no  such  thing,  without  a  challenge,  and  I 
giving  the  word,"  said  Alaster,  unwilling  to  trust  so 
nueh  to  the  discretion  of  the  Highlander. 

This  false  alarm  having  disturbed  his  reflections, 
however,  after  descending  to  where  his  men  slept  in  the 
hoBo^  h^  UMokji  iwn  tpm^  the  foot  of  thi^  little  kUL 
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towards  the  margin  of  the  small  pool  oi"lake;  whose 
clear  waters  lay  cold  and  still  at  the  foot  of  the  slope ; 
and  scarcely  could  be  said  to  reflect  the  dim  beam  from 
what  the  Highland  sentinel  had  JHstly  called  a  shred 
of  a  moon,  which  seemed  to  mock  the  wild  landscape 
with  her  faint  gleam  of  hazy  light:  ' '      • 

The  silence  was  sp  perfect,  m  this  opeti  soliO'ide  of 
the  forest,  that  every  tread  of  Alaster's  foot  on  the  hol- 
low sod,  as  he  wundered  some  way  towards  the  margin 
of  the  lake,  under  cover  of  the  shadows  of  son^  strag« 
gling  birch-trees,  seemed  to  carry  a  loud  and  unwelcome 
echo,  that  gave  note  of  his  every  step,  to  some  distance 
round.  As  he  looked  forth  over  the  light  end  of  the 
pool,  he  plainly  observed  a  long  shadow  move  slowly 
beyond  some  brushwood  between  him  and  the  shore. 
Stopping  suddenly,  the  shadow  also  stopped,  and  he 
heard  the  low  but  clear"  aheml"  of  a  woman's  voice 
proceed  from  a  few  paces*  distance  beyond  the  brush- 
wood. A  thought  instantly  struck  him  ;  and  starting  at 
once  into  the  open  moonlight,  and  passing  the  bushes, 
he  perceived  a  female  wrapped  in  the  long  plaid  or 
sagum  of  the  Highlands,  her  head  covered  with  it  as  a 
hood,  in  the  fashion  of  the  north ;  and  as  she  stood  to 
await  his  approach,  he  soon  disoovered  "die  well- 
remembered  features  of  Moina  Gordon. 

••  Come  not  a  step  nearer,'*  she  said,  holding  up  her 
hand,  "  unless  you  come  to  assure  me,  before  Heaven, 
who  loo^  down  upon  us,  that  you  are  not  my  fadier*s 
enemy,  .and  the  foe  of  my  clan, — ^and  that  you  mean  to 
keep  the  vow  you  made  to  me,  in  your  own  hour  of 
trouble." 

He  said  not  a  word,  as  he  gazed  on  her  for  a  moment 
with  sudden  (excitement,  but  thrusting  his  hand  u)to  his 
bosom,  and  taking  out  the  token  which  hung  by  a  riband 
from  his  neck,  he  held  it  in  the  light  of  the  moon  ;  then 
kissing  it  fervently,  he  looked  up  to  Heaven,  and  mur- 
mured an  ejaculation,  that  the  great  God  who  watched 
over  them  both  would  be  pleased  to  send  a  sudden 
calamity  upon  him,  if  he  kept  not  the  V4>w  which  he 
now  renewed. 

The  ferrent  solemnity  of  the  action  was  m  vneab- 
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pe<il«d»  ^i  to  ike-  rooa^nUie  Qigbl^d  maidea  seemed  so 
poble,  ^ha|  olasping  her  hands  together  as  she  gazed, 
$be  tears  rushed  into  ber^e^es,  and  in  the  passion 
of  the  moment  unajble  to  obtaifi,  from  her  any  conunon 
salute,  Alaster's  s^rm  wound  round  her  waist,  and  yield- 
ing passively  to  her  feelings,  she  sobbed  in  his  embrace. 

"  Tiiea  you  are  not  my  enemy,  nor  my  father's  per- 
secutor, after  all,  Alaster,''  she  said,  loioking.  up,  as  she 
dried  her  tears — ^*'  yet  you  have  made  us  flee  like  the 
startled  deer  from  the  warm  covey  of  Glenskiach ;  and 
the  landless  exiles  of  the  old  Gordons  are  hiding  them- 
selves in  rocks  and  caves  of  the  earth,  from  the  face  of 
him  who  but  for  me  would  hav^  been  this  night  a  buried 
corpse  within  Uile  untrodden  recesses  of  the  forest." 

^I  shall  never  bri^g  or  suffer  harm  to  .you  or 
yotirs,  Moina,"  he  said ;  "  and  I  wHl  this  nig^i  give  you 
pro9f  of  it  at  the  risk  of  my  li£^,  i£  you  will  show  me 
where  I  may  meet  your  father  and  the  inen  of  his  clan." 

"  What  would  you  do,  Alaster  s" 

"I  would  meet  them  singly  in  the  confidence  of  the 
truce,  which  notwithst-^nding  they  have  npt  sought ;  and 
I  would  speak  to  them  as  their  C9mra4e,  and  the  friendly 
representative  of  the  great.  JEUrl  of  Mar^  my  kinsman. 
Bring  me  to  them*  my  ptetty  Moiua,  and  I  will  sue  even 
for  friendship  at  Uiy.  Anther's  hand,  to  second  the  love 
that  is  between  thee  and  me." 

*^  Ye  shall  ne'er  say  it  again,", she  said  blithely,  "if 
ye  will  trust  youiiself  to  my  guidjance,  for  the  hunters 
are  not  hi  to  seek,  although  ye  know  it  not.  There's 
s  corner  of  my  plaid,  Alaster,  if  ye'ri^  in  earnest,  -and 
come  with  me." 

Taking  her  arm,  and  wra>ppiiig  rougid  him  the  end  of 
the  plaid  which  she  had  so  frankly  offered,  according 
to  the  fashion  betwe^i  lovers  in  the  north,  Alaster  su^ 
feted  himself  to  be  led  along  beyond  the  brushwood, 
imtil  they  completely  lost  sight  of  the  knoll  behind 
which  his  men  were  posted.  The  path  which  Moina 
followed  wound  round  a  low  hiil  above  the  narrow  lake, 
Imt  after  proceeding  some  way,  ^deser^git,  at  an  angle 
in  the  rodks  she  entered  a  hollow  way,  or  rather  passt 
£3 
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winch  deemed  to  cut  into  the  hill  for  stmie  distattea* 
After  following  for  a  space  the  windings  of  this  gorge, 
suddenly  the  bank  rose  in  a  steep  circle  or  bay,  in  il^ie 
front,  and  their  farther  progress  was  to  all  appearance 
completely  prevented.  Alaster  naturally  stopped  shoit 
when  they  came  to  the  foot  of  the  bank,  and  looked 
round  into  the  face  of  his  guide  for  an  explanation. 

^'It's  pleasant  eompany,  and  happy  moments,''  he 
said,  smiling,  **  when  young  folks  lose  their  way  in  the 
wood.  But  do  not  be  ashamed,  Moina ;  the  dim  moonlight 
scarcely  can  get  in  between  these  banks,  so  it  is  no 
wonder  you  should  mistake  your  road;  but  our  walk 
will  be  the  longer — com^  back." 

^  Not  so  fast,  Alaster.  Think  you  the  Gordons  can 
lose  their  way  in  the  Mar-forest?  Hush!  rest  you 
here  for  an  instant.'** 

Taking  the  end  of  the  plaid  which  ^was  held  by.her 
lorer  and  thh>wing  it  again  over  her  shoulder,  she  dipped 
into  the  shaded  side  of  the.  ravine,  mounted  nimbly  a 
few  steps  up  the  steep,  by  the  side  of  a  large  tree, 
whose  top  barely  rose  over  the  bank  above  ihem,  and 
spoke  a  few  words  in  Gaelic  to  a  head  that  seemed  to 
be  thrast  out  from  the  bank. 

Descending  again^  she  held  out  her  hand,  and  sail 
to  Alaster,  changing  her  tone,  ^  Of  me,  sir,  mount,  if 
that  is  your  will." 

He  climbed  up  the  steep  by  the  aid  of  the  trunk  of 
the  tree,  when  after  a  Ktde,  following  his  guideas  she 
made  an  opening  among  the  boshes,  £eir  ascent  teemed 
to  wind  into  the  face  of  the  hfll,  and  at  the  mouth  of 
the  pass  Alaster  perceived  the  grim  face  of  a  Gordqn 
observing  him  keenly  from  his  sentinel  station.  The 
glare  of  firelight  soon  after  struck  upon  his  eyes,  as  he 
turned  *an  elbow  of  the  pass,  and  presently  he  perceived 
himself  in  an  area  of  considerable  extent  within  the 
hill,  though  the  aperture  above  from  which  air  and  light 
came  was  much  narrowed  at  the  t<^^  and  was  surrounded 
by  thick  brambles  and  brushwood. 

«*  Rest  you  here,  for  another  jnoment,"  she  said^  aa 
ifacy  stopped,  «>  I  will  go  and  be  your  announcer ;"  but 
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siidd^y  (checking  herself  with  hesitating  agitatioo,  she 
added,  ^*  Heavea  ;graiit  that  my  father  may  not  misin- 
,  terjNret  my  boldness !"  .,  . 

She  tripped  away,  however,  and  was  soon  lost  by  a 
.tuimiog.  of  the  rock.  This  strange  place  of  conceal- 
ment appeared,  as  Alaster  couJd  see  it,  to  consist 
.partly  of  a  cave  and  partly  of  rude  erections  of  aplit 
trees,  laid  across  a  son  of  paling  which  almost  covered 
in  the  exterior  part  of  the  area,  and  within  which 
burned  several  small  fires.  Round  these  Alaster  could 
■like^ceive,  through  the  interstices  of  such  rude  walls, 
the. ruddy  faces  of  the  wives  and  children  of  the  deer- 
stalkers. .  A  Iqud  noise  of  tongues  speaking  in  the 
high,  tome  of  wrath,  within  that  part  of  the  area  which 
could  not  be.seen  from  his  present  position,  now  arrested 
the  attention  of  Alaster ;  J^e  listened  and  heard  his  own 
ntune  pronounced  several  times,  in  apparent  fory,  by  a 
man,  while  the; low  and  pleading  tones  of  a  woman's 
vojce»  evidently  that  of  Moina  Gordon,  seemed  endeaV- 
ciiiuring  in  vain  to  mollify  the  anger,  of  the  loud  speaker. 
A.  moment's  consideration  showed  Alaster  the  cause ; 
when  instantly  stepping  forth  paat  the  comer  of  the 
jCrag,  smd. stooping  as  he  entered  an  opening  within 
which  a  fire  blazed  in  the  fiiidst  of  a  sort  of  cave,  }^e 
stood  boldly  in  the  presence  of  Grumach  Grordon. 
.  .  The  group,  assembled  in  eager  discussion  in  fron^  of 
t^e  firealjat  burned  in  the  iimer  recesses  of  the  cavei:D, 
started  on  seeing  Alaster;  and  several  of  them  drew 
their  broadswords  half  out  of  their ,  scabbards  as  he 
stepped  forward  within  th^  entrance.  The  veteran 
chieftain  himself  appeared  in  the  centre,  his  head  bare, 
.and.  the  red  firelight  glaring  with  striking  effect  on  his 
weatherbeaten  features,  as,  excited  by  passion,  he  stood 
in  an  attitude  calculated  to  inspire  terror,  over  t&e 
drooping  femmine  figure  of  Moina  his  daughter. 

"What!— is  it  so ?— hah !"— was  all  that  the  old 
man  was  able  to  say  in  broken  exclamations,  as  the  tall 
form  of  Alaster  strode  fearlessly  forward. 

**  Do  you  draw  y.oiu:  weapons  to  a  simple  messenger, 
gentlemen  r  said  the  latter,  coolly,  liftmg  bis  bonnet 
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and  bowing  slightly,  while  his  ruddy  y(>athfli]  features 
and  cuHed  rareh  hair,  with  his  caveless  smiie^  as  hs 
thus  stood  exposed  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  exeited 
the  involuntary ' admiration  of  alL  "See  you,**  he 
added,  stretching  out  his  unarmed  hands,  **  I  come  as  a 
friend." 

•  A  friend  T  repeated  the  leader  of  the  deer-stalkers, 
with  contemptuous  wrath,  **  a  spy !  a  spy,  I  say  !  and 
my  daughter  the  abetter  of  the  trick !  But  since  you 
have  a  second  time  thrust  your  head  into  the  lion's 
mouth,  young  man,  glaumory  and  sorcery  itsdf  shall 
not  deliver  you.  John  of  Leask,  what  stand  you  there 
for  r*  added  th^  angry  chieftain,  pointing  towards  the 
entrance,  which  was  instantly  filled  up  by  the  scowling 
person  addressed,  and  others  of  the  reivers  present 

•*  I  liave  voluntarily  ^ut  myself  into  your  power," 
Daid  Alaster,  calmly,  looking  round  up<m  those  who 
placed  themselves  behind  him^J  "  but  I  came  with  my 
own  flag  of  truce,  to  bear  a  friendly  message  from  my 
self  m  the  name  of  the  great  John,  Earl  of  Mar,  und^ 
an  assurance  from  this  maiden  that  her  father  would 
take  no  advantage  of  my  confidence." 

"Dared  you  give  such  an  assurance  to  my  worst 
enemy  V*  exclaimed  the  c&ief^  menacingly,  to  the  terri- 
fied ^irl. 

"  He  is  not  our  enemy,  father — ^I  know  he  is  not. 
For  Heaven's  sake,  at  least  hear  him !"  cried  Moina, 
again  assuming  her  tone  of  entreaty. 

**  Although  you  and  your  people,  sir,"  said  Alilster, 
«*have  made  the  noble  proprietor  of  this  forest  your 
enemy,  by  your  long-continued  ravages  upon  ihe  living 
produce  of  these  wilds,  and  although  he  has  seni  me 
and  my  men  to  drive  you  hence  with  fire  and  sword, 
yet  I  would  first  entreat  you  in  die  language  of  friend- 
ship and  justice,  to  leave  the  Mar-forest  in  quietness 
without  the  spilling  of  blood ;  for  strife  and  bloodshed 
bring  many  woes,  and  the  wandering^  reivers  of  the 
hills,  however  ancient  then*  lineage,  who  shoot  the  roe 
'  because  the  dumb  beast  has  no  protection  but  its  fight 


y  Google 


ibot,  cawiot  cope  with  the  pioud  lard«  whose  castle 
sends  forth  a  thousand  archers." 

^And  is  that  thy  proposal?  Sassenach  youth!"  ex- 
daimed  the  chieltaui,  scornfully.  ^  Gk>  hack,  and  tell 
the  earl,  thait  the  forests  of  Scodand  afford  food  aqd 
shelter  for  the  hungry  fooces  that  find  none  but  enemieB 
is  the  sQMNAh  plains  of  the  Lowlands,  and  also  a  bield 
in  the  birds  of  the  air  thenselves,  who  in  spite  of  the 
cold  blasts  of  the  winter  winds,  do  yet  carol  in  tfadr 
hraBchmg  hashes,  mder  the  sweet  son  of  sumnur  :-^ 
«nd  while  they  do  so.  Highland  shentleaen,  whom  the 
nisohaEBees  of  fortune  hav«  drifsen  to  the  woods  hke 
badgers,  shall  never  want  a  seedung  of  venison  ia  their 
pot  while  they  can  draw  a  bo#.  Hero  I  have  come^ 
•lid  the  Barl  of  Mar  knows  it,  and  here  will  I  abide 
over  these  brave  meui  while  it  is  my  pleasure,  and  nqr 
broadsword  can  defend  me." 

**  Axe  there  not  the  forests  of  Athol  andof  Badenodiy 
of  Glenmore  and  Aberseldy  V  said  Alaster,  anadbuslyt 
*^attd  why  should  you  harry  only  the  gameof  Braemar  t 
Retreat,  Qrumach  Goidon,  I  beseech  you  l^-*at  least  for 
« time.     I  would  not  be  thy  enemy." 

**  Retreat ! — the  Gordons  retreat ! — and  before  thee  I 
May  the  great  Qod  braig  a  curse  upon----" 

*^Oh  father!  invoke  not  a  curse  upon  us!"  inteiw 
rupted  Moina.  ^  Are  we  not  already  under  the  ban  of 
Heaven,  obliged  to  hide  ourselves  like  for-driven  thieves 
in  the  caves  of  the  wood  t" 

^  And  from  whom  1  from  whom  t — is  it  not  from  hia 
'tfieret"  centanued  the  did  man  with  renewed  rage-*- 
^  from  him  whose  soroeries  have  still  ddivered  him  oat 
of  the  fang  of  my  vengeaaee-^from  him  who  disarmed 
me  before  my  own-do^  !**  and  he  gnashed  his  teeth  at 
Ihe  thoughtr^**bttt  vengeance  I  will  have  stfiL  Go, 
49assenadi,  and  take  mj  deep  defiance  with  you! 
Oranach  Govdon  shall  retreat  before  no  man !" 

In  vain  did  Moina  entreat,  or  Alaster  argue.  CN»sd- 
asle  hostility  and  deacHy  revenge,  still  deepening  and 
more  heartily  resolved,  amazed  tiie  understand!^  and 
••ddened  the  hoarts of  tfaff  unsnecessfal  pleaders;  but 
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when  the  anxiovs  maiden  heard  her  Hither  «weav  In  hui 

wrath  that  he  would  one  day  have  the  life  of  him  who 
had  conquered  him  in  presence  of  his  own  family, 
and  forced  him  from  his  warm  covey  in  Glenskiach  to 
take  refuge  here  among  the  rocks  in  the  wood,  she 
{Nrayed  audibly  with  tears  in  her  evies,  that  Heaven 
itself  would  interpose  to  protect  from  her  father's  raslpi 
anger  the  stranger  who  now  stood  an  ineffectual  peaee^ 
BMiker  in  the  midst  of  the  group. 

Instead  of  being  mollified  by  the  piety  or  moved  by 
the  tears  and  beauty  of  his  daughter,  the  old  man,  stand* 
ing  forth  in  the  centre,  held  up  his  clenched  hand,  and 
repeated  with  a  hoarse  voice  and  all  the  solemnity  of 
fsengeful  passion  Ins  bloody  oath« 

♦•It  will  be  a  woful  day  for  your  ovm  gray  hairs,  old 
iBAn,'*  said  the  youth,  with  another  species  <^  solemnity, 
**  when  that  ungodly  vow  shall  be  ^IfiUed ! — a  day  of 
wo  it  will  be." 

">  A  day  of  wo  it  will  be,''  repeated  a  shrill  and  tremu> 
lotts  voice,  from  the  inner  crevices  of  the  cave, — and 
the  palsied  head  of  a  very  old  woman  who  now  sat  up 
from  a  rude  couch  behind  the  group,  seemed  for  the  first 
time  to  be  giving  eager  attention  to  the  scene. 

*'  Oh !  do  not  say  so,  dear  grandmother,"  exclaimed 
Mmna,  in  a  tone  of  apprehensive  agony,  as  she  knelt 
beside  the  old  woman. 

The  latter  only  shook  her  head  sadly,  as  she  con- 
templated the  youthM  features  of  her  deceased  daughr 
ier's  child,  and  laid  her  head  quietly  back  on  the  conch. 

"  Holy  heavens !— I  am  under  the  powers  of  witch* 
crafl !"  exclaimed  the  chieftain,  wildly. 

Alaster  now  turned  to  leave  the  cave,  but  his  exit 
was  sullenly  opposed  by  John  of  Leask  and  the  others 
who  stood  between  him  and  the  entrance.  An  alter- 
cation, amounting  almost  to  an  uproar,  now  arose  as  to 
his  being  allowed  to  leave  the  retreat  of  the  Gordons 
thus  easily,with  full  power,  as  they  averred,  of  making 
use  of  the  knowledge  thus  cunningly  obtained  through 
the  simplicity  of  a  thoughtless  maiden,  to  come  upon 
them  in  their  stronghold,  and  perhaps  to  drive  them 
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hence  as  he  had  obliged  them  to  flee  from  Glenskiach. 
In  vain  he  protested,  that  having  taken  no  note,  as  h« 
came  in  the  obscure  moonlight,  of  his  way,  he  could  not 
again  fmd  out  the  spot,  and  proposed  to  depart  in  any 
manner  they  shoula  prescribe,  whereby  he  might  be 
rendered  unable  to  make  use  of  his  local  information. 
The  darkest  looks  were  exchanged  between  the  infu- 
riated Highlanders,  and  th^darkiest  hinis  eommiuucaleil 
as  to  the  safest  policy,  of  which  the  power  they  hi^ 
gave  them  nowthe  alternative.  Bat  when,  in  answer 
to  his  appeal  ais  to  the  friendly  manner  in  which  h» 
had  thrown  himself  Upon  tl>em  in  the  character  of  a 
messenger,  some  one  proposed  that  he  sbouLd  be  blind* 
folded,  and  thus  led  out  -into  a  distant  psHt  of  the  forest* 
Alaster  drew  his  long  claymore,  and  retreating  to  aa 
innet  part  of  the  cavern,  seemed  determined  to  sell  his 
life  at  the  dearest  rate,  rather  than  sublait  to  such  aof 
indignity. 

The  hunters  now  grouped  together  near  the  entrance, 
in  contentions  but  whispering  consultattoo,  whil<S 
Moina  addressed  a  few  words  of  anxious  entreaty  to 
Alaster,  between  whom  and  her  father  she  went  and 
returned  several  times.  At  length  woman  prevailed^ 
and  the  brave  representative  of  the  noble  house  of  M49 
consented  to  snfer  his  eyed  to  be  bandaged,  so  soon  as 
he  was  brought  outskie  of  the  bank  where  he  had  first 
mounted  behind  the  tree ;  the  only  condition  appended 
to  this  arrangement  being,  that  his  conductor  should  be 
m  mere  boy,  and  nnarmed,  and  that  he  should  ilot  be 
taken,  in  his  hooded  state,  more  than  ten  ttiinutes*  walk 
firom  the  place  where  the  bandage  ishodd  be  put  oiu 
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CHAPTER  VL 


T&sns  was  aomething  In  the  sitwition  of  Alaster 
Orahtniv  as  ke  sufiered  himsnir  to  be  led  blindfolded 
through  the  narrow  ravwe  or  glea«  «p  a  diverging 
ascent,  and  over  ikm  surrounding  bvoken  and  heaihy 
ground,  after  he  left  the  stronghpid  oif  the  deer-stalkers, 
3iai  was  jminftilly  novel,  and  not  without  a  sense 
of  degradai^on.  Mingled  with  this,  there  were  both 
sadness  and  anxiety.  Sadness,  mixed  with  feelings  of 
delight,  from  certain  speaking  looks  at  parting,  ami  the 
trembling  pressnre  of  a  aoft  hand,  stealthily  conveyed 
into  his,  by  Moina  Gordon ;  and  anxiety,  always  the 
effect  of  tlie  spreading  forth  of  the  social  affections,  and 
the  disooveiy  of  new  ohannels  of  promised  felicity. 
Musing  over  various  matters  of  the  present  and  the  an- 
ticipated, Alaster  forgot  his  ten-minutes*  engagement 
while  proceeding  onwards  even  blindfolded  as  he  was, 
and  the  cunning  urchin  who  led  him  ^ong  seemed  in 
no  haste  to  apprise  him  of  the  lapse  of  time. 

*'  Where,  in  the  name  of  St.  Andrew,  are  3^u  taking 
ne,  boy  f  he  at  length  exclaimed^  stopping  suddenly, 
after  nearly  breaking  his  shins  on  a  sloiie»  in  the  uneven 
ground  over  whieh  he  was  travdiling» 

**He«sel  may  take  aff  the  brechsni  irae  hereon  noo^ 
Fm  thinking,^  said  the  boy,  arohly* 

Remeiving  the  bandage,  Alaster,  nppn  looking 
round,  found  himself  in  the  thick  of  the  forest  again, 
and  on  turning  himself  towards  the  part  that  was 
most  open,  what  of  the  country  he  could  see  by  the  dim 
light  of  the  quarter-moon  was  totally  unknown  to  him. 

^  My  good  youth,**  he  said  to  the  hoy,  **  as  you  have 
been  the  blindman's  dog  to  me  thus  far,  will  you  just 
tell  me  on  which  side  of  me  to  turn,  that  I  may  soonest 
reach  the  little  loch  that  Ues  in  a  hollow  somewhere  in 
this  neighbourhood?" 
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^If  het  nainael's  honour  and  dory,"  said  the  hc^^ 
wkh  a  grin,  **•  turns  her  lug  to  the  lown  o*  the  brae,  sh^i'U 
maybe  hear  the '  tramp  o'  her  ain  feet  the  better ;  an'  if 
she  tume  her  nose  to  the  way  the  wind  comes,  she'll 
maybe  find  the  smdl  o'  her  ain  peat-reek ;"  and 
with  this,  knpertioent  reply  the  giggling  little  villain 
made  off  to  the  left,  and  mstantiy  damng  behind  the 
Imsheb,  left  our  hero  alone  and  in  no  small  per* 
jj^exity. 

^'  This  is  to  be  another  nightpwanderiog  adventure  in 
this  wilddnesst  I  see,"  sdd  Ala&ier  to  himself,  as  he 
d^iberated  a  few  moments  where  he  sWod,  then  makigf 
lus  way  towards  the  openest  part,  he  strained  his. eyes 
to  endeavour  to  decide  by.  the  appearsnce  of  tlie  coun- 
try before  him  which  course  to  pursue. .  But  though 
aware 'that  the  boy,  as  instructed,  must  have  ledibim 
into  a  part,  of  tiie  forest  as  perplexing  a»  possible  in  re- 
lation  to  the.  locality  from  which  he  had  just  been  con- 
veyed, he- hoped,  by  ascending  the  neairest  height,  to 
discover. some  slight  glare  of  light  in  the  surrgunding 
wild,  to  lead  him  to  where  his  own  fire  buiTned  under 
the  knoll  on  which  his  men  were  posted. 

The  height  that  he  ascended  for  this  purpose,  how- 
ever, was  %o  thickly  covered  with  wood,  and  so  broken, 
and  rugged,  that  he  was  soon  obliged  to  descend  where 
there  was  clearer  footing ;  but  as  yet  he  could  make  out 
no  traee  of  the  small  loch  which  he  sought,  nor  of  any 
fire  appearing  throughout  the  dim  peeps  of  opening  in  the 
straggling  forest.  As  he  continued  to  descend,  he 
found  the  light  becoming  more  and  more  obscure,  and 
looking  up  perceived  that  the  moon  was  already  down 
and  thick  darkness  was  fast  gathering  round  him.  He 
now  began  to  get  somewhat  timorous  and  to  feel  fatigue, 
as  his  footing  became  more  and  more  uncertain,  and  aa 
involuntary  fancies  regarding  deep  lochs,  pitfalls,  and 
precipices  successively  crossed  his  imagination. 

^  It  matters  Uttle  ;  I  can  sleep  till  morning  here  as 
well  as  among  my  own  sien,"  he  said,  as  he  tlirew 
himself  down  on  the  rustling  heath ;  but  at  the  moment, 
the  space  before  him  being  somewhat  open  and  levels 
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ke  tlMMight  he  peiceived  b  fidnt  HgliL  He  looked 
eamesUy,  and  was  sure  he  obienred  a  tig^  like  thai  of 
a  fire,  yet  bo  dim  was  it  that  heoould  oidy  see  it  at' all 
by  looking  for  some  moments  steadily  in  one  di«otioa« 
Its  very  dinmess^  horwever,  he  th<»l|^l^  proved  its  realityv 
for  had  it  been  an  igtiit  fatuuSf  the  phoepfasrie  .fire  of 
the  bogs,  it  would  have  been  ten  times  mate  hriUiaut 
ai^  distinct.  It  might  prove  to  be  the  hmt  glenm  of  bki^ 
own  fire  by  the  knoll  after  all.  He  determined  to  nm 
and  follow  it,  as  it  was  aipparendy  so  near. 

It  was  not,  howevef,nndl  aiWneavlyhsdf  an  hoards  foiwi 
ther  traveling  over  a  speetes  of  giouad  that  would  inure 
diseouraged  the  heart  of  any  but  a  mountaineer,  that  bs 
reached  a  smadiHighl^d  cottage  or  sheiling,  which  he 
now  began  to  be  certain  must  belong  to  some  other 
portion  of  his  enemies^  Dang»  widi  him,  bowerer, 
was  rather  a  recommendation  than  otherwise  to  any 
adventure^  and  stuping  up  IxMLy  he  knocked  at  the- 
door  of  the  cottage.  'It  was  opened  by  a  iniddlo^ed 
woman,  to  whom  he  briefly  explained  that  he  was  a 
stranger  who  had  lest  his  way  in  the  forest. 

While  the  good  woman,  wkh  hospitable  Highland, 
cirility,  inTited  Alaster  to  enter,  he  hid  no  sooner  spoken 
in  reply,  than  a  voice  within  giWng  a*pr^fmittary 
«*'£igh  oigh  l^  immediately  after,  out  jumped  firom  a 
sort  of  enbi  or  wooden  bedstead  in  the  wall,  a  half*' 
dressed  figure,  wfio,  throwing  hunself  down  on  his  knees, 
embraced  fiimly  ttes  legs  of  our  hetXH  at  the  same  tinei 
UMering  something  between  a  howl  and  a  scream  of 
joyfid  recognition. 

^  And  are  you  really  still  in  the  land  of  the  liiTJng,  Far« 
quharf*  saui  Alaster,  raismg  gently  his  resnsdtatsd 
servant  ^  By  the  word  of  a  duinnasal,  I  kniVl  jm 
were  hard  tt>  kill;  bet,  in  sooth,  drowning^e  a  deadt 
tl^t  some  need  have  small  dread  o^  while  them's  a 
handful  «*  hempeeed  to  saw  in  the  Lowlands.  Qod 
save  ye  all  here  !"  he  added,  ttuming  round  and  saluting 
the  odier  mmates  of  the  eottage<. 

^  Pleas  us  the  night,  an^  pless  us  the  m<»n,**  saidtte 
Highland  woman,  courtesyipg  to  Alasler;    *^buit  liie 
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ttrangera  pe  plenty  the  noo,  an'  the  shentlemans  pt 
ganging  fast  through  the  Wxl,  to  the  wan  an'  ru« 
mours." 

*•  Ware  and  rununira !"  repeated  Alaster,  observing 
more  in  detail  the  square  fbrina  and  brown  visages  of 
<WD  stalwait  Highlanders^  whot  dressed  in  the  gaudy 
tartan  of  the  Scewait's  clan,  sat  ^  beyond  the  reek"  of 
ihe  peat  fire  that  burned  in  Uie  eentre  of  the  sheiling. 

**  The  praw  stranger  'II.  pe  for  the  wars  too,  na  dopt,** 
Baid  the  woman  to  one  of  the  Highlander^,  as  Alaster 
veaied  himself. 

**  To  pe  aurely-^er  naiosel'^  honour  11  pe  for  the 
wars,"  answered  the  man  aloud,  with  Highland  flattery. 
^Kens  she  aught  about  them,  if  a  pody  may  speer,** 
he  added,,  addressing  Alaster. 

**  No,"  said  our  hero,  simply ;  "  I've  heard  of  the 
wars  in  the  Low  Countries  eeitainly,  but  what  have  we 
who  live  here  on  the  hUls  to  do  with  king  or  Cove* 
nanter  ?  The  king  is  now  an  Englishman,  and  knows 
oothhig  or  cares  nothing  for  the  braid  Highlands^  or 
the  proud  clans  of  the  Gael ;  and  as  fi>rthe  Covenanters, 
it's  my  notion  they  like  a  preaching  better  than  a 
piobmchd  ony  day.  I  know  of  no  wars  worth  the 
jaame*" 

**  Her  naiosel  mauu  pe  as  deaf  as  the  gray,  crag  o* 
Glencronaghen,"  said  the  Highlander,  assuming  a  scorn- 
ful superiority,  **  if  she  hasna  heard  the  news.  But 
maybe  she'll  pe  a  Campbell  frae  the  wast,  an'  a  seven- 
Ao'-twenty  half-cousin  o'  the  great  Earl  o'  Argyle,  wf 
Us  plack  souU-hoods,  his  skraighing  sawm*8inging,forby 
ids  preaching  grunt, — ^pah ! — pewh !" 

^  I  resdiy  don't  know  what  you  mean,  friend,"  wa9 
AlasjbM*'«  reply,  sUghtly  offended,  yet  speaking  with  aU 
Ihe  goodouature  of  a  man  of  real  courage*  } 

'*  Then  her  nainsel's  honour  aQd  dory  maun  be  jus^ 
AS  ignoramus  as  a  prute  peast,  for  a'  her  braw  biodag 
end  her  braid  sporan,"  said  the  strange  Highlander, 
iseuingly,  as  he  glanced  at  the  silver  ornamented  dirk 
py  Alaster's  side,  and  the  ample  tasseled  purse  that 
hmg  brfore  bioi»  ^ for  4*  the  gleos  are  ringing  frae, 
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Lochgoil  in  the  wast  to  Johnny  Qroa^s  hoose  at  ffatt 
'worlcTs  end,  wi*  the  blithe  news  o'  the  wars  o'  the  gal* 
lant  Montrose.'* 

**  If  your  news  be  truet  it's  at  least  not  very  politely 
communicated,"  said  Alaster ;  '^  but  truly,  friend,  I  am 
80  well  disposed  to  a  little  civil  warfare,  that  for  your 
jeer  I  am  quite  ready  to  give  yon  a  taste  of  either  bio- 
dag  or  claymore,  long  lance  or  8ken-<ihu,  whenever 
your  valiant  braggartship  shall  choose,  in  &dr  daylight, 
come  the  morning.** 

"Pohoogh!  oigh!  hoot  away,  lad.  Ye're  a  braw 
boy  for  the  wars !  an*  my  vera  particidar  ^end  and 
lovier,**  shouted  Morrough '  M*Oombich,  standing  up, 
**  and  ril  just  beg  your  free  pardon  for  my  civil  joke, 
an'  there's  my  loof  on't ;  for  disna  ae  shentleman  ken 
anither  a'  the  worl'  o'erl  There,"  and  he  held  out  a 
hand  of  no  Lilliputian  dimensions,  '^  just  shake  me  by 
the  fist,  if  ye  dare,  as  the  muckte  de'il  said  to  the  Low- 
lander." 

Alaster,  laughing  at  the  odd  humour  of  the  fellow^ 
could  not  refuse  his  proffered  hand,  and  shaking  it 
cordially,  they  sat  down  the  closest  of  friends  to  dis- 
course of^  "  the  wars  and  rumours ;"  which  news,  being 
such  a  rarity  in  these  remote  quarters,-  presented  a 
theme  of  the  most  exhilarating  interest  to  the  youthful 
ambition  of  our  hero; 

**It's  a  tamn'd  sHtaie  an'  a..conscionabl6  confusion  !** 
exclaimed  the  anim%^  Gaelic  stranger,  ambitious  to 
show  off  the  elegance  of 'his  English,  while  he  eyed 
Alaster's  person  from  head  to  foot ;  ^  for  such  a  buirdly 
halliard  as  her  nainsel's  clory  to  be  creeping  about  here 
Eke  a  moudiewort  in  the  woods  when  there's  claymores 
ringing  far  a-field ;  yet  hereNshell  be  herding  wi'  the 
red  deer  in  the  forest  o'  Bhiemar  like  a  cowardly 
hurcheon,  while  the  great  MoiVfj^e  is  marching  to  the 
battle, — bagpipes  pla3ring, — ^horse^ieighing, — trumpets 
blawing, — up  wi'  the  war-cry  I  Tuhi^h  ard  !  cries  the 
Mackenzie ; — Fraoch  eilan  !  cries  Mac(^onald ; — A  tl4* 
aindeoin  cotheireadh  e !  cries  Clan  Raiiald.-^— WAoo/ 
hoopT — ^and  jumping  up  on  the  floor,  and  flourishing 
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ktn  short  stick,  the  man  seeoied  about  to  nm  to. the 
eharge  in  the  faces  of  his  startled  audiiota,  who  sat 
■caring  on  liim  in  good-natured  admiration* 

*^Uoigh!  po^kr  shouted  the  same  fellow  again 
sbtpfnng  Master's  bare  knee  in  the  most  irreverent 
manner,  on  obserring  the  rominaUiig  look  of  our  hero^ 
-^-^  What'U  hor  honour's  clory  be  musing  aboot».wheA 
she  sits  there  in  the  neuk  like  a  contemplati^.** 

"Never  mind  me,  friend,  but  go  on  with  your  news 
of  the  war.** 

♦*  I  ken  brawly  whatll  be  in  her  honour's  thoughts," 
continued  the  persevering  Atholman ;  '^  she^il  hae  some 
sweetheart  in  the  wood — some  leman  lass  that  keeps 
her  frae  her  sleep  at  night,  and  rins  between  hersel'  an' 
her  wits  by  day.  FyJ  feigh  t — ^a  petticoat  an'  a  ton- 
nag — a  blue  e'e  an'  a  sail  word  to  keep  a  young  fellow 
frae  the  wars,  when  glide  n^n  are  on  the  heather,  an' 
&e  sbgan  is  sounding  frae  Lorn  to  Lochaber.  Piewgh  \ 
fewgh!" 

Although  tibe  enthusiasm  of  Morrouch  M'Ck>mbich 
was  somewhat  too  roisl^ering  and  obstreperous  for  the 
quiet  hMtA  of  our  hero,  he  did  not  himself  fail  to  catch 
a  good  portion  of  it  during  the  remainder  of  the  conver-- 
sation;  and  even  Itis  invalid  servant,  Farquhar,  half- 
drowned  as  he  had  been,  and  wounded,  and  still  sore 
with  toiises,  be^aa  to  caper  on  the  floor,  and  to  long 
ekceedingly  ibr  a  tilt  at  the  psalm-singing  men  of  the 
cdT^ant.  » Though  also  the  sh^ailing  in  which  this 
ehance  assembly  were  convened  belonged  to  the  scat- 
tered elan  of.the  Macrabins,  also  deer-stalkera  of  the 
wood,  yet  even  wh^n  the  name  and  quality  of  Alaster 
oame  te^  be  knowst,  tb^  sacred  law  of  hospitality  kept 
all  now  met  in  fri^dship  for  the  remainder  of  the 
night ;  for  our  hero  soon  concluded  that  it  was  in  vain 
to  seek  his  own  party  pntil  he  should  have  the  beneflt 
of  ^  light  of  a  new'^day. 

After  tberefore^^ealing  together  the  friendly  bread  and 
salt,  besides  paartaking  of  the  good  woman's  store  of 
goatVmilk  cheese,  cold  venison,  and  oaten  bannocks,-— 
tb«  whflle  seasoned  with  a  tass  of  usquebaugh  and  a 
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hearty  pmch  of  Highland  snuff  by  way  of  dessert  {« 
delicate  luxary  procured  at  the  refined  town  of  Aber* 
deen),  the  whole  gathering  became  drowsy  from  the 
day*8  fatigue,  and  addressing  themselves  to  sleep  wltere 
they  sat,  each  man  began  to  doze  as  the  red  embers  of 
the  turf-fire  sank  away  into  darkness,  and  deep  quiet- 
ness soon  resumed  her  reign  over  the  sunouixiing  soti* 
tudes  of  Braemar. 


CHAPTER  VH- 

The  vindictive  wrath  of  Gnimach  Gordon  against 
his  daughter,  for  having  thoughtlessly  introduced  his 
enemy  into  the  very  stronghold  of  the  clansmen,  vented 
itself  after  the  departure  of  Alaster  in  bitter  and  deep 
reproaches.  But  Moina,  with  the  patient  reverence  of 
a  daughter  for  a  parent,  even  under  the  influence  of 
passion  or  mistake,  answered  not  again ;  but  when  her 
father's  wrath  began  to  cool,  occasionally  edged  in  a 
word  of  mild  and  explanatory  remonstrance. 

GrUmach,- however,  had  a  strong  spice  of  militaiy 
craft,  such  as  it  was,  as  well  as  of  suspicion  in  hw 
character,  naturally  acquired  during  the  marauding  life 
which  he  had  led  for  thirty  years ;  and  having  laid  his 
plans  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  hki^  retreat; 
and  consulted  over  them  with  John  of  Leask,  he  took 
a  few  hours'  rest,  and  by  the  gray  light  of  the  moraing 
his  men  had  already  descended  the  ravine  under  the 
hill,  within  which  their  women  were  left  behind,  and 
Were  cautiously  marching  ill  the  hollow  towards  the 
small  loch  or  pool  before-mentioned,  being  dcnnpletely 
screened  from  the  view  of  the  sentinel  stationed  on  the 
knoll,  by  the  thick  brushwood  beyond  which  Alaster 
had  been  led  the  night  previous. 

Meanwhile  the  small  company  at  the  bothy  had  abo 
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MQsed  itself  at  ooek-exowing,  and  all  were  preparing 
for  their  departure. 

'^  He's  a  teevil  o'  a  troublesome  body  that^'*  growled 
IVforrooch  M<yombicht  impatiently,  at  Farquliar,  as  he 
waited  on  the  adjustment  of  the  various  bandages 
and  bucklings  vrh\i  which  the  legs  and  wings  of  diat 
wounded  Samaritan  were  encumbered^  through  the  kind 
attention  of  the  Macrabm  women,  on  whom  the  crafty 
iietichimui  had  contrived  to  pass  himself  as  a  clansman 
from  Lochaw,  who  had  fallen  in  with  a  skirmishing 
party  from  the  wars;  *^tamii  her  plaisters  an'  poluses, 
«b'  her  pothecaxies'  ointment !  but  ^e'il  belicked,"  ho 
continued,  as,  looking  askance,  he  next  observed  the 
invalid  comforting  his  heart  with  a  lump  of  the  good- 
wife's  oaten  bannock,  and  a  gidp  of  her  aquavitae. 
^  De'il  be  in  her  maw,  but  she  sets  her  sickness  un* 
eomnionly ;  for  it  hasna  got  near  to  the  vital  parta  o^ 
her  stomach  yet     Lauchey,  come  awa." 

The  whole  four  were  soon  on  their  way  as  far  as 
they  knew  it,  at  least  they  were  tramping,  according 
to  the  direction  of  their  host,  through  the  soft  heatli  of 
«  strip  of  moor ;  for  they  now  found  themselves  on  an 
open  part  of  what  was  still  called  the  forest.  The 
high  ground  only  was  covered  with  the  elm  and  Scotch 
pine-fir,  whose  dark  prickly  tops  intercepted  the  bright 
rays  of  the  morning  sun,  which  now  began  to  peep 
pleasantly  over  the  irregular  summit  of  the  Grampians. 
Alaster  wondered  that  he  could  not  as  yet  recognise 
the  country,  though  he  was  certain  that  the  small  loch, 
Ihe  knoll,  and  his  men  could  not  be  far  distant. 

^«  And  so  her  nainsel's  honour  an'  pleasure  has  said 
her  swear,  that  she  shall  hae  a  pook  at  the  skirts  an'  a 
fleg  at  the  flanks  o*  thae  traitor  whigs  an'  preachical 
covenant-men,"  said  Morrouch  MK)onibich  to  Alaster, 
in  his  ordinary  elegant  English,  as  they  went  along 
almost  at>  a  Highland  trot.  "  Pipers  an'  piobrachds ! 
Dorlaehs  an'  skene-occles !  but  this  present  would  pe 
a  sweet  spot  for  a  bit  comhraig  brulzie.    Got  pless  us ! 

CI  wuss  the  wars  were  here  just  the  noo.     De'il 
ids  my  haunds  that  I  dinna  draw  my  claymore  an' 
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kifl  that  liii^g  body  wi'  the  baodases  afore  my  1»edE«>' 
fast,  just  for  a  practice." 

«^PQt  your  fingers  in  your  ain  mouth  an'  try  your 
teeth  ou  your  aia  thumb  till  the  time  oomee,  frteod,** 
raid  Farquhar,  in  answer ;  **  Til  warrant  ye'U  get  prae^ 
tiee  enough  before  Montrose  an'  his  men  cross  the 
Frith  of  Forth,  or  beat  Johnny  Unrie  beyond  the 
border." 

«^Hoolaghi  What's  tfaatT  suddenly  ehooted  the 
enthusiastie  Atholman. 

^'What!  eigh!  beard  ye  die  whislile  an'  a  .tsfatttef 
^  claymores  too,  as  enre's  death  T  soveamed  hi»,co»- 
panion. 

•^Heughl  heughr  tgain  whoqfved  Mon»«eb»<nHiL 
mng  forward,  '^aee  ye  there !  rin,  lad»*— here's,  a  dsawt 
pleasant  tuasaid  just  anoth  our  nose.  Got  pleisa  i^ 
wan  an'  the  rumours !  Rin,  ye  daeTils.  Lawsh^^ 
what  are  ye  swithering  at  ?*' 

«« Whilk  side  wili  ye  take  in  the  stramash,"  said  his 
neighbour  Highlander,  coolly,  and  drawing  oiit  his 
brodtdsword. 

^  Ony  side  it  pleasures  his  honour  here,"  said  Mot^ 
loucli ;  ^teevil  may  care !  haste  ye !  or  the  fi^  '11  be 
o'er,  an'  we'll  no  get  a  strdte  sdru^ !"  i 

With  this  all  the  four  ran  with  speed  to  where  they 
had  heard  a  whistle,  and  then  a  shout,  and  now  observed 
under  the  knoll,  which  the  hip  of  ^the  fir-oorered  height 
on  their  left  now  revealed,  Alaster's .  men  confusedly 
engaged  with  the  deer<etalkers,  who  hating  come  upeia 
them  by  suiprise,  from  their  superior  knowledge  of  the 
loeakf  the  fcMrmer  evidently  fought  at  a  disadvantage, 
and  some  of  them  ^ready  began  to  give  Way. 

MF(^low  me,  friends!  behind  ibe  knoUi"  cried 
Alaster  to  his  new  aequaintanoes. 

**It's  tamn'd  round  about  though,"  said  die  eager 
M'Gon^ch. 

*«  A  Graham !  a  Graham !"  shouted  Alasler  after  the 
Highland  custom,  as  he  and  his  friends  joined  the  iiray; 

This  seasonable  reintbrcement  soon  turned  d^e  fafi- 
tone  of  this  irregular  contest,  and  Alaster's  men,  shout; 
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jug  in  unswer  for  joy  of  the  well-timed  return  of  thenr 
leader,  at  once  drove  back  the  Goni<Mift  keyond  the 
recess  in  the  knolL  The  Highlanders,  on  both  sides^ 
wese  so  well  acquainted  with  their  weapons  that  on)y 
oae  man>  of  the  deernstalkers  was  killed*  and  bat  few 
wounds  had  as  yet  b^en  received,  when,  contrary  to  his 
wish,  Alaster  was.  sought  out  by,  and  soon  found  him* 
self  ea^ged  hand  to  hand  with  Gmmach  himself. 
The  reiver  chief  eyed  his  antagonist  with  intense  fury 
when  they  met,  his  look  plainly  intimating  his  joy  in 
the  opporniDtty  of  sevenging  the  affront  of  his  former 
defeat.  As  they  joined  swords,  the  attention  of  Alaster 
was  momentarily  arrested  by  a  screaming  cry  ema- 
nating from  among  the  fires  on  the  hill  behind  his 
enemy,  which  overlooked  the  little  holm  where  the 
fight  had  taken  place,  for,  according  to  custom,  some 
women  and  children  of  the  reivers  were  witnesses  of 
the  fnfy;  and  he  even  imagined  that  he  heard  the 
shii^  of  Moina  as  she  saw  him  about  to  spill  the  blood 
of  her  father. 

The  effect  of  this  discovery  had  nearly  cost  the  youth 
his  life;  for  the  old  chief  pressed  hard  upon  him,  seeing 
him  stand  entirely  on  the  defensive,  and  he  had  to  re- 
treat three  or  four  paces  to  avoid  the  eager  vengeance 
of  the  old  man.  Recovering  in  an  instant  after  his 
presence  of  mind,  however,  his  strength  and  courage 
once  more  came  fully  to  his  aid ;  and  succeeding,  by  the 
superior  vigour  of  lus  arm,  in  turning  aside  his  adver- 
sary's sword,  he  sprang  in  upon  him,  and  wresting  the 
weapon  out  of  his  hand,  the  old  man  fell  with  the  shock, 
and  lay  a  second  time  at  Alaster's  feet,  panting  for 
breath,  and  in  dumb  astonishment  at  so  unusu^  an 
occurrence. 

By  this  time  the  other  clansmen  had  fled  on  all  sides, 
being  hard  pressed,  in  particular  by  Morrouch  M'Com- 
bich,  whose  enthusiastic  valour,  in  spite  of  a  slight 
wound  in  the  face,  was  quite  disappointed  at  the  short- 
ness  of  so  agreeable  an  exercise  as  this  fray  afforded 
him  "just  for  practice."  The  whole  of  the  Gordons, 
except  two  and  their  leader,  had  found  refuge  among 
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the  irregular  rocks  which  faced  the  woody  hiUs  on  whieh 
the  women  were 'placed;  and  now  Farqnhar,  by  his 
master's  Order,  proceeded  with  alacrity  to  bind  behind 
them  the  hands,  not  only  of  the  two  comknon  pnsonr 
ers,  but  those  of  the  veteran  chieftain  himself.  The 
great  object  of  his  expedition  being  thus  happily  accom- 
plished, in  a  way  to  leave  the  ultitmite  determination  of 
the  fate  of  the  leader  of  the  deer-stalkers  to  his  noble 
employer,  with  whom  Alaster  could  eadly  intercede  for 
his  safety ;  putting  his  men  in  order,  he  was  soon  again 
on  his  march  back,  towards  the  castle  of  Braemar. 


CHAPTER  Vffl. 

The  morning  sun,  which  seldom  at  this  season  had  so 
early  dispelled  the  mists  that  crowned  the  many  heads 
of  the  great  range  of  the  Grampians,  now  began  to  peep 
in  glowing  brightness  over  the  rugged  heights  to  the 
east  of  Blair  Athol,  as  Alaster  and  his  men  tramped 
cheerly  on  in  their  march  through  the  forest.  Keeping 
the  higher  ground, — from  which  they  had  occasionally 
picturesque  peeps  through  among  the  trees  of  the 
windings  of  the  Dee,  as  here,  comparatively  in  its 
infancy,  the  stream  brawled  beneath  among  rugged 
rocks,  or  swirled  round  and  settled  into  linns  and  pools, 
through  the  broken  tanglementsof  its  irregular  current, — 
the  Highland  party  next  dived  into  the  dark  depths  of 
the  wood,  in  order  the  more  speedily  to  get  to  the  castle 
of  Braemar. 

Grumach  Gordon  and  the  other  two  prisoners,  bound 
and  disarmed,  trudged  on  in  the  centre  of  the  party,  in 
dogged  .silence,  and  with  looks  of  dark  and  vindictive 
gloom.  The  two  strangers,  nainely  Morrouch  M'Com- 
bich  and  his  companion,  chose  also  to  accompany 
Alaster  to  Braemar  castle,  as  there  they  expected  to 
meet  with  some  gathering  of  the  clans,  who  were  likely 
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to  have  by  this  time  assembled  to  join  the  rising  in  the 
north  under  the  gallant  Montrose. 

The  further  conveisation  of  this  redoubtable  clans- 
man, as,  sticking  close  by  the  side  of  our  hero  while 
on  the  march,  he  continued  to  feed  the  fancy  of  the 
youth  with  glowmg  pictures  oi  the  pleasures  of  war, 
the  glories  of  victory,  and  the  prospects  of  plunder, 
was  to  the  latter  exceedingly  exhilarating.  Upon  the 
matter  of  the  spulzie  to  be  obtained  in  the  ^ars,  Mor- 
Touch  dwelt  with  sincere  gusto,  especially  when  they 
should  come  to  have  the  good  fortune  of  gutting  the 
houses  of  the  rich  burghers  of  Aberdeen  or  Dundee, 
or  haply  of  the  wealthy  merchants  of  Glasgow  in  the 
west,  who  had  all  taken  up  the  cause  of  the  covenant, 
with  the  most  unaccountable  wrong-headed  wilfulness — 
evidently  that,  under  Providence,  the  brave  followers 
of  Montrose  miglit  liave  no  lack  of  booty  when  they 
should  have  left  their  bare  hills  to  fight  in  so  good  a 
cause.  This  cause  was  no  other  than  that  of  Royal 
Charlie  himself,  who  in  addition  would  shower  upon 
them  ultimately  many  honours  and  promotions ;  their 
perfect  success  under  their  gallant  leader  being  a  thing 
not  to  be  spoken  of  with  the  slightest  doubt. 

While  our  hero  and  Morrouch,  with  sundry  subsidiary 
listeners,  were  engaged  in  this  gratifying  discourse, 
emerging  out  from  the  thicket  of  the  wood,  and  coming 
upon  a  heathy  ridge  where  the  view  of  the  hilly,  pic- 
turesque country,  from  Braemar  to  Kildrummy,  opened 
out  on  all  sides,  the  ears  of  the  party  were  refreshed 
by  a  distant  strain  of  the  bagpipe,  which,  far  in  the  vale 
beneath  them,  came  up  at  the  moment  with  great  effect 
.  from  the  sweeping  entrances  of  the  glen,  and  which, 
playing  a  wild  martial  piobrachd,  touched  the  very 
souls  of  the  errant  Highlanders.  Hasting  to  the  top 
of  the  ridge,  they  observed  the  blue  boimets,  dark  tartan 
jackets,  and  short  feile-begs  of  a  considerable  body 
oi  men,  who,  carr3ang  the  standard  of  the  Stewarts 
oi  Appin,  and  armed  only  ivith  target  and  claymore, 
dirk  and  skene-dhu,  afler  the  ancient  fashion,  were  wind* 
F2 
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mg  along  tke  bollbw  with  evident  pride  and  picturesque 
regularity. 

**  Lamh  Dhia  Sinn !  Oh»  cl«y  an'  praise,  see  ye 
thatr  cried  Morrouch  in  an  ecstasy— '*  Deevil  al- 
mighty! what  a  creat  army! — a  hunder  a  thoosand 
gaSant  shentlemans  frae  the  braes  o^  Appin,  marching, 
like  a  Bannockbum  to  the  great  wars  an'  the  rumours ! 
Hoigh !  Got  tarn ! — rin,  lads,  and  see  the  clory !" 

In  short,  the  effect  of  this  animating  sight,  not  only  upon 
the  enthusiastic  Morrouch  M'Combich,  but  upon  Alaster 
himself  and  the  whole  of  the  party,  aware  as  they  were 
of  the  destination  of  so  gallant  a  gathering,  is  scarcely 
to  be  described.  But  when,  as  the  party  came  more 
liilly  into  view,  another  piper  joined  the  former,  and 
^ach,  in  all  the  pride  of  his  profession,  blew  into  the 
lirones  of  the  instrument,  while  his  cheeks  were  almosk 
si^it  with  the  exertion,  and  the  skirl  of  their  warlike 
music  echoed  up  and  along  the  glen,  until  the  very^ 
walls  of  old  Kildrummy  seemed  to  send  back  the 
sound,  Morrouch  could  stand  it  no  longer,  but  drawing 
'iis  claymore,  and  flourishing  it  round  his  head,  he 
danced  and  capered,  and  ^^whoc^h'd,"  and  whooped, 
in  his  enthusiasm,  until  Alaster's  whole  party  catching 
the  infection,  as  they  came  to  the  brow  of  the  height, 
set  up  one  simultaneous  halloo,  waving  their  bonnets  in 
acclamation  to  the  gathering  in  the  glen.  Even  the 
prisoners,  and  old  Grumach  himself,  joined  in  the 
shout ; — and  when  the  clan  in  the  hollow,  thinking  that 
this  was  another  legion  collected  in  the  saine  cause, 
answered  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Gael  this 
spontaneous  slogan  of  the  coming  war, — thb  sound  df 
So  many  human  voices  in  the  wilderness,  joining  in 
the  simultaneous  hurra  1  as  it  echoed  away  in  the  wild 
passes  towards  the  mountains,  had  an  effed  that  was 
positively  sublime.  I 

**  Oigh !  Got  be  a  clory,  Lauehey  1  did  ye  ever  hear 
such  a  beautification  f  exclaimed  Morrouch  in  a  rap- 
ture to  his  neighbour.  ^  Draw  your  sword,  ye  deevil, 
for  the  honour  o'  Montrose,  an'  look  like  a  sodger  march- 
ing to  the  pleasurement  o'  the  wars,  Hoigh !— itamnherP- 
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Taming  the  angle  of  the  ridge  soon  after,  the  dark 
tnrrets  of  Braemar  castle  next  came  into  view,  rising 
tall  and  warlike  beyond  the  windings  of  the  Dee,  and 
by  the  time  Alaster  and  his  men  rounded  the  heavy  hiU 
which  rises  close  behind  it,  various  o^er  parties  of  the 
Gael  from  different  districts  in  the  neighbourhood  began 
to  show  themselves  successively  to  the  delighted  spec- 
tators, as  with  picturesque  effect  they  issued  from  tlie 
different  passes  in  the  glens,  or  poured  down  the  green 
sides  of  the  surrounding  hills.  Drawing  near  in  tolera- 
ble order,  the  strains  of  their  different  bagpipes,  mio- 
gling  in  wild  and  excitkig  discwdance,  as  the  sounds 
echoed  from  the  distance, — ^had,  to  ^e  enthusiastie 
Highlanders,  a  peculiarly  stirring  if  not  striking  effect. 

A  proud  youth  had  Alaster  Graham  been  all  day, 
while  proceeding  through  the  woods  at  the  head  of  his 
own  small  company ;  but  as  all  greatness  is  comparative, 
his  shrunk  almost  into  nothing,  in  his  own  estimation, 
as,  coming  in  with  his  few  followers,  he  witnessed  the 
pride  of  the  Gaelic  chieftains  marching  at  the  head  of 
their  compact  legions  of  wild  clansmen.  Never  had  he 
seen  so  animating  a  sight  as  he  now  witn^'ssed  in  the 
strath  of  Bmemar. 

Even  the  castle  itself,  which  ^till  stands  upon  a  slight 
rising  ground,  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  Dee, 
and  is  merely  a  tall,  black,  and  somewhat  triangular 
buUding,  with  its  pepper-box  tun-ets,  toppling  from  the 
comers  beneath  the  chimneys,  ami  an  antique  round 
tower  with  a  screw-staircase  shooting  up  in  the  inner 
angle,  where  one  part  of  the  building  appears  awk- 
wardly stuck  against  the  other,  seemed  to  look  down 
with  a  natural.  Highland  pride  upon  the  brave  array 
who  now  made  the  scene  so  stirring  all  round  it 

Alaster,  on  his  arrival,  could  scarcely  make  his  way 
through  the  crowd  which  surrounded  the  earl ;  and  his 
own  importance  was  sadly  damped,  as,  on  announcing 
his  return,  and  naming  his  prisoners,  he  received  a  hasty 
4Sommand  to  see  them  attended  to  a  place  of  security, 
and  to  wait  until  the  earl  should  have  leisure  to  give 
his  attention  to  this  matter. 
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Meantittie  the  mual  ]>reptffationi  for  the  hospitable 
entertainment  of  the  chieftaloa  and  people  caused  great 
bustle  among  the  nnmerous  underlings  of  the  cauitlei 
and  as  every  kind  of  gathering  forms  an  excuse  for 
getting  up  that  glorious  species  o[  mountaineer  enjoy- 
ment,  a  Highland  feast,  nothing  was  now  omitted  that 
use  and  Want  had  made  sacred  to  a  cheerful  parting 
banquet,  before  the  clans,  now  assembling  at  Braemari 
took  their  departure  to  join  the  bra?e  Montrose.  Seve- 
ral oxen,  sheep,  red  deer,  and  kids  the  servants  were 
roasting  whole  for  the  use  of  the  guests,  and  more  than 
one  great  potfuU  of  poultry  and  game,  were  already 
stewing  in  the  kitchens  and  at  the  rear  of  the  castle. 
A  great  fire  was  kindled  on  the  lawn,  round  the  gnarled 
trunk  of  an  old  oak,  according  to  ancient  custom,  which 
oak  was  appropriately  "called  the  trunk  of  the  feast,  and 
at  this  fire  the  largest  beeves  were  roasting  on  wooden 
stakes,  and  now  sent  forth  a  peculiarly  tempting  savour* 
Within  the  best  apartment  of  the  castle  two  tables  were 
covered  for  the  earl  and  his  principal  guests,  while  his 
common  retainers  without  lent  handy  assistance  to  the 
servants  empk)yed  on  the  green,  in  setting  up  such  tern- 
porary  erections  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inferior 
clansmen  as  the  oecasion  admitted  of. 

While  all  were  occupied  in  different  ways,  Alaster 
was,  with  his  prisoners,  hastily  summoned  into  the 
presence  of  the  Earl  of  Mar.  In  an  upper  chamber 
of  the  castle,  a  plain  square  ap^tment^  sat  his  lordship, 
surrounded  by  a  close  group  of  Gaelic  chiefs,  mixed 
with  his  own  retainers,  whose  warlike  appearance  and 
stern  nobleness  of  mien,  as  they  eyed  our  youth  and 
his  men,  formed  a  scene  that  was  strikingly,  though 
unpretendingly  imposmg.  Its  effect  was  greatly  height-' 
ened  by  the  presence  of  old  Grumach  Gordon,  who, 
sli^tly  bound,  bare-headed,  and  disarmed,  and  with  a 
look  more  of  defiance  than  humility,  strode  boldly  up 
towards  the  centre  of  the  group. 

** Bring  you  me  a  sukgle  prisoaer, young  manr  said 
the  early  sternly* 
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**Te8,  ihy  lord,  with  only  two  others ;  bm  I  bring 
yoa  Onimach  the  reiver  himself.'' 

^And  could  he  not  have  been  disposed  of  withoift 
being  led  like  a  tethered  bull  into  our  own  presence  t 
Is  there  not  a  donjon  beneath  the  hevek  <of  the  swai^ 
that  surrounds  this  castle,  which  might  be  fit  lodging 
for  this  audacious  despoiler  ?  But  you  seem  to  have  a 
request  io  prefer.     If  so,  speak  iu" 

^  It  is  that  Grumach  Gk)rdon  may  be  set  at  liberty. 
Nay,  start  not,  my  lord,"  said  Alaster ;  •*  he  is  willing 
to  join  the  brave  Montrose  in  the  wars,  and  to  take 
with  him  the  whole  Gordons  and  Macrabins  of  Glen- 
4Bkiach.'^ 

"  Alaster,  you  are  but  a  young  man,"  replied  the  earl, 
eying  the  youth  with  a  meaning  look ;  '*  claymores 
liave  been  ^rawn,  and  blood  has  been  spilt  in  the  wood, 
«aid  yet  you  have  brought  me  tins  old  man's  cfaily  head 
upon  his  own  shoulders.  I  like  not  tMs  nv^litic  hu- 
manity." 

**'  Dhia  gledh  sinn  !"  exclaimed  the  prisoner,  losing 
all  restraint  4m  his  tongue,  •*  are  my  two  ears  to  hear 
this  spoken  to  an  unfortunate  chie^ain  t>f  the  ancient 
clan  of  the  Grordons  1  Gentlemen,  Stewarts  and  Mac- 
donalds,"  he  continued,  addressing  himself  to  the  as- 
seflEkbled  chiefs,  "  will  you  stand  there  and  see  a  duin- 
«iasal  and  a  Oordon  treated  thus?  Wili  you  coolly 
allow  an  old  man  to  be  beholden  to  and  reproached  with 
the  cruel  humanity  of  a  boy  ?" 

The  chiefs  crowded  round  and  spoke  apart  to  the 
«arl,  who,  after  further  questioning  with  Alaster,  said 
aloud, 

"Old  fnan,  upon  -condition  of  your  departing  with 
these  gallant  chieftains  to  join  the  noble  Montrose,  you 
are  free." 

The  old  man  bowed  ISs  gray  head  In  token  of  assent. 

"•*  Gifie-cofee,"  added  the  earl  to  his  henchman,  **  let 
iiot  a  Gordon  remaLa  longer  in  bonds  in  my  presence, 
and  let  them  partake  of  the  festivities  which  none  shall 
be  denied  who  are  within  my  walls  this  day.** 

With  evident  feelings  of  remaiokig  vindicdveneai 
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flnd  wounded  pride,  ibe  old  man  was  eondactad  ftom 
the  presence  of  the  earl,  with  whom  Alaster,  however, 
remained,  and  being  introduced  to  the  chiefs,  was  very 
Boon  also  appointed  to  a  command  under  one  of  them, 
in  the  army  destined  to  join  the  forces  of  Montrose. 

As  the  day  advanced  the  ieast  was  set  in  the  manner 
^dnch  has  so  often  been  described  ;  with  the  usual  rude 
but  imposing  magnificence  in  the  hall,  and  clumsy 
plenty  on  the  green  in  front  of  the  castle.  Within,  the 
6vl  presided  in  all  the  glory  of  feudal  state,  the  pipers 
(daying  during  the  whole  time  of  the  repast,  exliilaoraiting 
strains  of  warlike  music,  which,  however  deafening  to 
modem  ears,  certainly  took  nothing  from  the  keenness 
of  the  appetites  of  the  ravenous  I&ghlaaders.  In  thq 
evening,  when  the  wine  and  whiskey  began  to  take 
effect,  ^e  chiefs  and  lairds,  beginning  to  snap  their 
fingers  and  thump  the  table  to  the  lively  strains  of  their 
pipers,  could  keep  no  longer  on  their  seats,  and  a  dance, 
the  usual  sequel  of  such  good  cheer,  was  from  right  to 
left  called  for ;  until  the  word  being  carried  to  the  green 
without,  numbers  of  men  and  women  incontinendy 
rushed  into  the  hall,  and  in  five  minutes*  time  one  of 
the  great  tables  was  completely  cleared  away,  its  seats 
were  moved  to  the  walls,  and  lairds  and  ladies  prepared 
ibr  the  dance. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

The  dames  of  the  household  at  Braemar  castle,  as 
well  as  all  who  lived  near,  knowing  the  humour  and 
manner  of  a  Highland  feast,  and  that  all  festive  gather- 
ings in  their  glens  must  end  either  with  a  dance  or  a 
fight,  if  not  with  both,  had  dressed  themselves  in  their 
best  in  readiness  for  the  merry  exercise ;  and  the  show 
of  healthy  beauty  that  now  graced  the  hall  filled  the 
oldest  of  the  men  present  with  that  pleasure  as  well  as 
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pride  which  isach  a  sight,  in  the  niomeiit  of  ^sMaratioo, 
is  calculated  to  produx^e  upon  the  warm-hearted  inhabit- 
ants of  the  cold  mountains  of  die  north.  Some  parleys, 
however,  took  place  before  the  dance  began,  while  the 
ladies  of  the  earl's  household  were  led  into  thi^  hall,  and 
as  A.laster  stood  up  with  other  youths,  and  looked  at  the 
rosy  countenances  of  the  Highland  damsels,  seeking 
to  find  a  partner,  he  caught  a  glimpse  of  a  half-concealed 
fice  in  the  rear  of  the  throng,  that  sent  the  blood  quickly 
from  his  heart  He  scarcely  could  believe  his  eyes, 
yet  the  impression  upon  himself  convinced  him  he  had 
made  no  mistake.  Pushing  his  way  throu^  among 
the  others,  towards  the  more  obscure  part  of  the  haU 
Hear  the  entrance,  he  soon  found  the  interesting  jobjeot 
that  had  attracted  him,  and,  in  short,  before  he  was  able 
to  speak  from  surprise,  he  had  pressed  the  hand  frankly 
put  into  his,  of  his  little  enthusiastic  maiden  of  the 
forest,  Moina  Gordon. 

**  I  have  followed  my  father,"  she  said,  "  all  Ihe  way 
hither  to  Braemar,  and  you,  Alaster,  have  procitrlsd  his 
freedom.     I  must  thank  you,  although  he  does  not." 

**  Grod  bless  thy  fair  looks,  my  pretty  Moina,"  he  said* 
earessingly,  as  they  stood  behind  backs,  '*  but  come,  I 
want  thee — hark !" 

"  Who  leads  off  the  dance  T  the  Earl  of  Mar  called 
out,  good-humouredly,  as  Alaster  Was  speaking, — ^at  th^ 
same  time  rising  from  hm  seat  at  the  top  of  the  halL 

Several  of  the  chiefs  and  ladies  ndw  crowded  round 
him.  **  No  !"•  he  adJed  aloud,  in  answer  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  one  of  them,  '*  there  shall  be  no  distinction  of 
ranks  in  this  night's  CeumsiubhaiL  The  chief  shall 
foot  it  with  the  damsel  of  the  shelling,  and  the  proudest 
lady  in  Braemar  castle  shall  not  refuse  to  beck  to  the 
bow  of  the  bonneted  lad  who  has  a  light  heel  and  quick 
ear  for  red  or  strathspey.  Come ! — where  is  Alaster 
Graham,  my  handsome  forester?  Alaster,"  he  con- 
tinued as  the  latter  came  forward,  "  you  shall  begin  the 
dance ;  choose  you  a  partner  first,  and  not  the  proudest 
dame  here  shall  refuse  your  challenge." 
^  The  {e\r  Highland  dames  present  stbod  round  ad- 
F3 
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niiritig  the  youth,  as  he  bowed  in  answer  to  the  speedi 
of  the  earl,  each  expecting  to  have  the  triumph  of  being 
selected  for  his  partner ;  but  he,  passing  the  whole  of 
them  by,  and  stepping  to  the  lower  end  of  the  hall, 
brought  from  amcmg  the  crowd  of  lowly  damsels,  a 
modest  figure  of  simple  beauty  in  the  slender  person  of 
Moina  Grordon. 

Manifesting  much  reluctance  to  come  forward  time 
publicly,  Moina  struggled  for  a  moment  with  her  lover, 
for  Alaster  had  employed  some  gallant  freedom  in  urg- 
ing hgr  to  lead  the  dance,  and  to  proceed  with  him  towards 
the  centre  of  the  hall ;  when,  as  all  eyes  were  now 
directed  to  her,  the  brooch  which  fastened  her  plaid  or 
sagum  of  striped  stuff,  gave  way  and  the  garment  fall- 
ing on  his  arm,  exposed  her  person  to  the  view  of  all. 

The  close  dress  which  enclosed  the  bust  of  the  blush- 
ing girl  was  actually  of  silk,  and  the  dark-green  tartan 
of  the  clan  of  the  Gordons  being  the  ancient  Cara&- 
ehalamh,  or  jupe  of  the  Lowlands,  was  made  nearly 
like  the  spencer  of  later  times,  but  terminated  in  a  pic- 
turesque boddice  of  red  stuff,  very  much  in  the  style  of 
those  worn  by  tlie  Swiss  girls  at  this  day.  A  short 
petticoat  of  light  blue  mankey,  with  laced  sandals  of 
tanned  deer-skin  on  her  feet,  and  stockings  of  red  and 
white  dicing  on  her  legs,  composed  the  dress  of  the^ 
lower  part  of  her  person;  and  her  thick  fair  hair, 
bound  with  a  sprig  of  a  bright  species  of  myrtle,  all 
showed,  that,  seated  by  the  banks  of  some  tslear  pool, 
before  she  came  to  the  castle,  the  Highland  maiden 
had  taken  no  small  paina  with  her  toilet,  with  a  natural 
■view  to  the  admiration  of  him  whom  she  had  followed 
thus  far. 

A  titter  of  female  euriosity-  and  a  toss  of  the  heall 
«mong  the  dames  at  the  upper  end  of 'the  hall  was  the 
consequence  of  Alaster^s  choice ;  but  soon  as  the  floor  was 
filled,  the  call  of  the  earl  to  his  pipers,  with  their  exhila- 
rating preludes  as  they  puffed  and  tuned  their  instru- 
ments, adjusting  the  branching  drones  over  their  shoul- 
ders with  all  the  consequence  of  their  important  vocation* 
added  not  a  little  to  the  general  festive  ei:citemeuU 
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^Hay  up  *The  Graham's  Gathering,  at  the  lucky 
rock  in  Strathspey' — or  no,  let  it  be  '  Thogail  mam  bo — 
for  the  MacFarlanes,' "  cried  the  earl — " '  We  come 
through'  the  drift  to  drive  the  prey,' "  he  addcid,  trans- 
lating into  English  that  popular  air — *Uhat  is  most 
appropriate  to  the  morrow's  duties*  Play,  lads !  play  f 
—the  piobrachd,  first  at  least,  for  a  prelude  to  the  lighter 
music." 

As  the  dance  afterward  went  on,  and  was  deeply 
enjoyed  by  the  animated  youngsters,  Grumach  Gordon 
slipped  in  from  among  the  crowd  without,  his  old  heart 
kindling  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  youth  at  the  sound 
of  the  strathspey  and  the  sight  of  the  company ;  when 
watching  the  gieeftil  agility  ^  the  dancers,  he  perceived 
among  the  very  foremost  his  constant  conqueror,  Alas- 
ter  Graham.  But  what  was  his  astonishment  when, 
/m  looking  farther,  he  raw  that  youth  handing  round 
md  setting,  in  the  greatest  familiarity  as  his  partner, 
with  his  own  daughter  Moina  Gordon.  Placing  him- 
self on  a  bench  behind  the  company,  the  old  man  sat 
gazing  under  his  gray  bushy  eyebrows,  at  the  happy 
pair,  while  various  passions  contended  in  his  mind~ 
mvoluntary  admiration  for  so  handsome  a  couple,  which 
he  could  not  repress,  was  mixed  with  dark  and  vengeful 
wrath,  still  burning  against  the  youth,  and  a  confusion 
of  plans  for  the  punishment  of  his  thoughtless  ^d 
wilful  4ai^hter. 

The  lovers,  however,  enjoyed  themselves  tmcon- 
sciously  the  whole  evening,  and  danced  together  the 
threesome  reel,  and  the  quartette  strathspey,  the  light* 
some  Highland  hornpipe  of  the  Shan-trius ;  and  footed, 
with  their  respective  Gaelic  names,  and  in  the  true  Gaelic 
style,  the*  forward  step  and  the  setting  step,  the  tripping 
cross-springs  and  the  graceful  cuartage  or  turning  step, 
in  a  manner  surpassing  all  others  of  the  best  mountaineer 
dancers  present  The  scowling  ire  of  old  Grumach 
himself  began  to  be  lost  in  his  parental  pride,  and  ex- 
torted  admiration ;  and  when  the  earl  and  Glenleg  of  Athol 
took  a  turn  round  the  hall,  attracted  from  their  seats  by 
their  sympathy  with  the  evident  enjoyment  of  tba 
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dancersy  the  old  man  came  fiwth  from  hit  obscnre  recess, 
and  threw  himself  in  the  way  of  hearing  their  conver* 
tation. 

<'  By  my  faith,  a  IB^ely  couple  P  exclaimed  the  earl, 
as  he  contemplated  the  two  now  left>  almost  alone  in 
the  miidle  of  the  hall,  "who  can  this  tasteful  little 
maiden  be  whom  I  have  admired  all  night  i  for  she  is 
neither  dighted  and  dizened  like  the  stately  dames  of 
Braemar,  nor  is  she  at  all  like  the  homUe  nigheans  of 
tide  glensT^ 

«*  What  think  your  lordship  if  she  be  the  daughter 
of  the  veteran  forest-reiver  of  Glen^iach? .  Nay,  I  am 
certain  of  it,"  answered  the  Laird  of  Glenleg,  "for  1 
observed  them  talking  together  as  £ather  and  daughter 
may  talk,  and  the  maiden's  apparel  befits  the  notiona 
of  the  old  man,  who  still,  even  though  hiding  in  tbe^ 
dens  of  the  forest,  calls  himself  a  chief  of  the  old 
Grordons  of  Morven." 

"  Ha !  is  that  the  case  ?"  cried  the  earl ;  **  now  I  see 
the  meaning  of  the  galliard's  lenity  to  the  wild  deer- 
stalkers, and  his  anxious  pleading  for  this  audacious 
old  man.  By  my  sooth  there  is  not  a  buck  that  tosses 
his  branching  antlers  in  the  woods  of  Athol  but  this 
youth  would  give  to  the  pot  of  the  hunters  for  one  soft 
word  of  the  reiver's  young  fawn.  See  how  they  smile 
upon  each  other,  and  twist  and  twine  togetlier  in  the 
dannsadh.  But  I  will  raise  an  obstacle  between  them 
as  high  and  as  hard  to  get  over  as  the  Uack  rock  of 
Aviemoch.  It  must  not  be  that  the  slightest  sprinkling 
of  the  blood,  of  Braemar  shall  ever  join  the  contaminate 
current  that  flows  in  the  veins  of  the  reiver  broken-men 
of  my  forest." 

"  She  never  shall !  never  shall !"  exclaimed  a  hoarse 
voice  from  behind,  and  in  a  tone  that  sounded  through 
the  hall  above  even  the  loud  notes  of  the  bagpipes.  In 
another  instant  the  aged  cearnach  presented  himself  in 
an  attitude  of  dogged  pride  facing  the  earl. 

"No!"  he  repeated,  "1  say  no!  never  shall  the 
ancient  blood  of  my  people  mix  with  the  base  blood  of 
a  mongrel  bastard,  even  though  he  be  a  by-blow  of  the 


y  Google 


ModiiDlMiafMa^!  .  Nk}r/stiLrt  not,  haiigli^  6arL  I 
mm  andditl  I  tun  a  rained  own)  and  yoMT  piisoQ^ 
laayh'ap ;  but  my  name  ts  Gramach  Gordon  T 

Tlw  «airl  turned  his  astonished,  look  from  the  old 
man,  and  cast  it  with  stem  scorn  towards  the  chief 
liflside'hnii. 

**  Cut  9f  a  wood^fhiof,  i^seakeet  tkcm  thua  to  the  Emi 
of  Mai^  iaxx  T  exdantwd  Glenleg*  and  instantly  g^pt 
ingt^thn^^d  of  old  Gdnkm  with  hia  left  hand,  as  he 
cfanw  his  long  hiodag  with  the  other,  he  seemed  aboiH 
t»  etab  the  leiver  on  the  spot 

<<'B«8l«rd !  sayst  thou,  old  man  T  next  cried  Alaater, 
^90  tibrsiiii;  ill  anxmg  the  cfowd  that  groiq>ed  aioundi 
4fae  dahce  being  now  oompleMy  interrui^^.  *' Your 
fnrddn,  chieftam,''  he  added,  putting  up  the  airm  of 
jGlenleg,'  ««it  is  f  that  ought  to  have  the  privilege  of 
avenging  the  insult  to  myself  and  the  earL  I  have 
«wiee  saved  lOie  life  of  this  ungrateful  ceamach,  bat  it 
ta  BOW  forfeited*  Bastard  I  hah  S"  and  drawing  hia 
dick,  while  he  grasped  ^he  render's, lhr^at»  be  held  tfie 
^vedpott  Reaming  <wer  his  bead, 
^  ifis  i^Ul^ed  arm  was.  again  prevented  by  the  by- 
standers, fer  die  HfhxAe  festivity,  as  was  by  no  means 
ntausttsd  in  the  H^hlaads,  had  turned  in  an  instant  into 
a  scene  of  terrible  uproar ;  thete  being  G(»dons  present» 
besides  those  that  lushed  into  the  hall  on  hearing  of  th^ 
qaan«lvaad  there  were  M'Donalda,  and  Macleans,  and 
lOraham,  and*  Stewarts.  And  now  a  wild  babel  e^ 
toud  Gaelic  tongues  sounded  through  the  apartmei^ 
b  another  moment  elaymoresaad  skene^iis  gleamed 
in  the  grasp  of  severe!  n)>lifted  hands;  the  lights 
plnciDed  feom  the  walls  and  carried  towards  the  crowd 
iri  the  eeatre  sei^ved  to  sbiMir  ^  g^ces  of  seom  or 
«te£aaee  that  wese  thrown  from  many  a  swarthy 
^sonntenanask 

**Pieugk«!  ftienghl  Teevtt  almighiy,   tamn    hear 

souir  cried  a well4cnown vQicefSomeivhat proftnely, 

as  flonridf^  high  his  drawn  idaymore,  tad  bursting 

'  imo  the  BukBe  of  the  orowd,  Mocrouoh  M'(7ombic& 

became  obstrq>erously  conspicuous.    ^^  C^  Wm.  I  ^|# 
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her  nainsei's  clbrjr  thraf^le  llie  aifld  man  tint  nlaididl 
wr  ni  thmu^  the .  wood,  mid  will  shentlemans  stanl 
by  an'  stick  ane  anither  in  the  evts  in  the  laud's  faa\ 
trhen  WeVe  a'  gaun  to  the  pleasuremeots  o'  4he  wara 
to*  rumours  !— Oigh  l" 

<<  Who  is  this  savage  T  said  the  earl  to  Qlenleg,  hsi 
attention  for  the  moment  being  completely  diverted  from 
the  main  fray  by  the  odd  mani^r  of  the  intnider. 

<*Her  immse)  be  a  riimiUemans !"  affimed  Mof^ 
toach,  bfi^ly  answering  for  himself  as  he  agam 
brandished  his  claymore.  *^€ot  be  nebt  us !  will  yoor 
lordship's  clory  let  the  poir  deer-4talker  pody  be  worried 
like  an  aold  tupe  in  hhn's  nain  eastie !  when  ahen^ 
mans  are  marching  like  pleasant  lambs  to  the  clortfica>- 
tion  o'  the  wars  o'  Mcmtrose  ? — Oigh !  pieiigh !  let  ga 
her  craig  t"  he  shouted  to  Alaster,  **  or  faith  shel 
split  her  wezon  wi'  her  ain  skene-dhu,  tamnher !" 

This  ludicrous  yet  characteristic  speech  had  a  wo» 
derfiil  power  over  all  preset  at  least  it  gave  the  fieree 
spirits  of  the  Highlanders  a  moment  for  thoi^,  m 
great  advantage  gained  orver  tfoose  who  are  just  about 
claying  each  other ;  biA  whUe  Alaster  and  te  xeivec 
stood  respectively  eying  one  another  m  their  wraths 
the  attention  of  all  was  attracted  by  a  thhd  objecl.  In 
short,  close  as  the  crowd  in  the  haU  which  had  swelled 
with  the  rising  quarrel  was.  Highland  gallantly,  on  the 
outside  of  the  cinsle  within  wMch  the  earl  stood^  was 
displayed  in  readily  giving  way  to  focUitale  Uie  entreated 
introduction  of  Moina  Oopdon.  •        ' 

The  electrical  efiect  of  the  first  words,  and  even  of 
the  simple  p'esence  of  the  Highland  maiden,  as  she 
now  stood  hke  the  angel  of  peace  in  the  centre  of  the 
excited  crowd,  can  mily  be  conceived  by  those  who 
have  vntnftssed  the  power  d  woman  over  the  nigged 
spirits  of  men.  The  very  sound  of  her  soft  feminine 
▼dce^  as^  in  the  affecting  tone  of  entreafy,  and  using  the 
poetic  phraseology  of  her  native  Gkielic,  she  begged  for 
peace  on  dl  sides,  and  especiafiy  for  protecilioa  to  her 
father,  was  followed  by  a  spontaneous  mturmnr  of  8 
and  adnuraticin. 
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:  .^Vbrghre,  ao^ioid,**  she  said  at  lengtli^  Imcdliiig  at 
the  r«Bl  of  the  earl,  ^excuse  and  forgive  the  hast^ 
Wovda  cf  «i  ancient  clansman,  whov  thiNtgh  forced  by 
ogapifemon  to  make  for  himaeU'  ».den  in.  the  foseat,  li^e 
the  hunted  prey  of  the  atssD^  and  to  seek  a  iiving  like 
the  Ibwla  of  tke  air,  who  baild  their  neats  unbidden  in 
flie  fi9en  hougfaa  of  Braemar  woods,  cannot  forget  that 
he  (mee  held  hooad  lands  in  the  evaggy  isles  of  the 
west,  «r  that  proud  blood  flows  in  his  veins.  And,  oh! 
if  it  please  your  lordship's  honour,  do  not  let  this  youth 
and  him  swear  this  latter  TengeaDee,*^Qr  in  the  wars 
ef  die  Lowlands,  to  which  they  are  going,  heads  enow 
will  be  laid  low  in  the-dust,'thou^  the  brave  sons  of 
thS'in^nntains  draw  not  thdr  swords  to  sheadi  them  in 
each  other's  bosoms.** 

^  Rise,  maiden,*'  said  the  earl  to  her,  in  the  most 
kindttytone^  **  There  is  more  good  sense  in  thy  simple 
wmda  thaa  all  of  us  together  have  now  manifested,  and 
n  mune  in  thy  voice  that  well  may  move  men  from  the 
BKMit  nithlsas  purposes.  For  thy  sake,  damsel,  I  will 
nyutf  unsay  my  hasty  words,  for  truly,  though  thou 
hast  a  rough  and  ill-mannered  father,  it  were  small  dis« 
graec,  I  tlunk,  to  the  proudest  blood  in  my  hall  to  be 
joined  to  audi  a  gentle  spirit  as  thine." 

.  itAvd  forgitw,  tosi,  my  angry  threats,'  my  lord,"  said 
▲lasteryisdso  bending  on  his  knee ;  **  for  thcmgh  the  Ian* 
gOMgB  of  the  yMicdv  reiver,  whom  I  have  brought 
fimnthe  forest,  is  hard  to  hear,  yet  for  this  maiden's 
sake  I  atn  most  williilg  to  forget  and  forgive." 

^  Old  man,  see  you  that  sight  T  cried  the  earl,  point- 
iif  ^te  the  kneeling  pair,  ** shall  I  bless  them  bodi  be- 
fbreyott  go  to  the  wars,  and  promise  them  happy  days 
together,  and  happier  nights,  when  he  returns  from  the 
Ijowlaads  wath  victory  and  honours  !*r*43ay  it,  sullen 
oarlel" 

:  ^No I"  shouted  the  old  man,  his  idiarp  vcuce  sound- 
ing through  the  silent  hail  like  the  angry  <»oak  of  a 
idm^on.  *^No!  Earl  of  Mar.  I  shaH  never  say  it! 
rThoogh  te  maiden  is  ray  own  daughter,  and  the  pride 
a£mf  hewii  I  would  sooner  lay  her  head  in  the  kirk* 
yard  of  Cra^'  than  I  would  icive  her  to.  the  arms  of 
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the  man  w!]o  ins  btandiahed  his  webpm  over  Md'  as 
mj  oonqueior ;  no,  Lord  of  Mar,  there  has  taload'hacil 
between  us,  and  mere  is  yet  to  fhwi  TheateeiiBieoU 
Ifant  divides  ns,  and  its  fieiy  gleam  only  ^can  biiiG^  heat 
again.  Nay,  fiovm  not,  ilirnxb  and  ohiefs,  i.  am  a 
Qofdon,  and  ray  lost  honour  most  he  letrieved  hp 
blood,  red  Mood!  On  the  healik  it  most  be  apStl  1 
have  seen  it  in  my  sleep^-^-my  dcuHna  am  aaagiuBtf 
irith  ity — ^the  spirit  df  <Tengennee  hafii  eppkejl  it^— The 
dky  of  feud  is  to  e^me,*  eveti  if  it  shouM  be  4e  me  and 
mine  a  day  of  bitterness  and  of  wo.?'       -      . 

The  whole  ocnnpany  we^  startled  intO-  a  ai^ie]tstiliotia 
awe  by  the  wild  enev^of  this  speedi,  and  in  the  silence 
whu^  folbwed,  the  feariil  .we»d  tw  was!  eidber  lefieated 
by  some  voice  from  the  further  recesses  of  the  hall,.ot 
et  least  it  echoed  ominously  from  the  vaulted  roof  above 
^em«  Its  immediate  effeet  iq>on  tiie  ekcitedsensea  at 
Ihe  Highland  niai^n  drew  the  attentioA  of  tH  who 
stood  rotuid.  Rising  up  w^  hands  chusped  tofcdieiv 
her  uplifted  eyes  seemed  te  expiess*  a  stratrge  smAt 
ment,  and  shot  Irom  diem  ifae  li^toingeCintense  ilentai 
distress^  mixed  evidently  with  die  dark .  appiehcnsisHS 
of  oommg  sorrow ;  when,^akiiig  off  the  myrtle  wteatli 
that  bound  her  yellow  hair^  aqd  a&iwing  it  to  fall  over 
her  neck  and  shoiiMers  aa  shetanwdsiiddenlylsniafds 
the  astonished  Alaster,  she  vtlered  somednn^betweliA 
4  suppibssed  seream  and  a^sob  <rf sa&iessf^-^^and  ^dbile 
iAiB  bystandtor  made  wsy'fotf  her  on  eaoh  s«is,  sh^ 
flung  her  long'  locks  hastily  behind  ber  and  xliahsd 
wflifiy  out  of  ^  ball. 

The  cfowd  ^  men  «oon  ^seed  ih,  and  a  bvazisi 
Cteielio  Toiees,  after  ihe  fir^  silence^-  again  rose  nmadl 
ibr  die  seeds  of  sbmr  fbtni^  fend  seemed  eti<lBBtIy  to 
have  bean  sown'  by.^ie  very  enample  ct  a.  "ven^gefti 
spirit  set  by  the  suUen  deer-stalker.  Whatever  lihaald 
be  the  end  of  the  vdrioas  conewfyersies  sow  rhi$ed 
among  the  guests  in  tbs:  oasde;  the  eveniog-'festivifef 
ima  completely  distdrbed^-  and  daring  -the  confisHsSi 
that  prevailed,  Alastes  stole  cut  to  give  'sent  to  Kfi 
feelings,  and,  if  possible,  ito  obtain  a  paorttn^^NTd  wtt 
Moina  GoidQn4  . .  i 
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CHAPTER  X. 

'  'Tn  Inixb  of  mirth  and  homely  enjoyment  without 
Ihe^  caede  of  Bntemar  was  much  greater  and  infinitely 
farther  extended  than  the  more  dignified  and  pasaiomite 
coBtraiPenriea  into  which  the  jdeasures  of  the  evening 
had  now  tamed  within  its  walls.  The  great  beacon  of 
the  feast  was  istill  burning  brightly  on  the  lawn,  its 
gnarled  trunknot  being  yet  enftirely  consumed,  and  its 
rod  lighn  shone  with  enUvening  effisct  npon  the  weather* 
tM|aten  ooontenances  of  the  hardy  mountaineers,  who 
stk  in  groups  aroond  it,  telling  their  tales  of  local 
oreaoh  or  superstition,  or  drawing  imaginative  pictures 
•f  the  c<miiBg  war.  Yanous.  other  fires  burned  in  dif> 
€6i«nt  iplaoes,  Mm  the  slopes  where  the  Highlandmen 
had  been  entertained ;  groups  were  dancing  to  the  bag- 
pipe near  the  bonfires,  whose  red  light  was  reflect^ 
in  the  still  waters,  of  the  Dee  beneath;  and  the  hum  of 
ftstive  enjoyment  and  umversal  occupation  throughout 
Ae  valley,  or  up  behind  the  castle,  with  the  different 
aighu  and  sounds  which  struck  the  several  ^ensi^s  of 
<he  observer^  had  an  effect  of  picturesque  and  romantic 
confusion. 

The  mind  of  Alaster  began  to  recover  its  composure, 
snd  even  to  partake  of  the  general  hilarity,  as  he  wan- 
dered through  thb  animat^  scene.  He  knew,  how- 
.ever,  that  it  was •  not  in  the  crowd  or  among  the  dancers 
diat  he  need  seek  for  his  enthusiastic  Higldand  maiden. 
Turning  up,  therefore,  towards  the  rear  of  the  castle, 
he  waadend  musingly  along  the  side  of  a  small  bum 
!iriiich  issued  firom  a  narrow  opening  jn  the  braes  above, 
and  b^ore  he  had  proceeded  a  few  steps  Moina  Gor- 
don stood  directly  in  his  path.  About  to  speak  to  her 
fcmiliuiy  aa  befine,  Alaster  was  awed  by  the  elevation 
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of  her  manner,  as,  stepping  two  paces  back  Ab  pro* 
pared  to  address  him. 

**  You  have  done  me  wrong,  Alaster,**  she  said  in  a 
tone  of  oomplaintf  ^you  have  done  me  much  wrong, 
however  miwittingl^r.  It  was  not  to  exhibit  myse^ 
with  you  in  the  halls  of  Braemar  castle  that  I  travelled 
through  the  forest  afiekr  my  baptif e  father ;  and  you 
know  how  reluctantly  1  was  persuaded  to  be  your  part* 
lito  k  the  diatx^e,  wi&ewt  timenio  tkk  kstire  ef'thetdo^ed 
M  n^^  But  It  Is  /who  mm  tobknttel  i^  thAt 
Mmr  irapreoaftion  I  how  it-  lin^i'  ia.ioty  bais.  still  {  I 
fouM  mt  hear  you'spealF.  I  linHft'-nat/seeryous^ain^ 
Vou  have  draim  yo«ur  touid  agaiwi  rayi&ditr  tQ>*iii|^t^ 
la  the  face  of  5^<mr  vow  and  yowr  tdhsn ;- and  his  wdd 
^urse,  in  retsm^  portends  Msad^Ktss  abd.  wck!' 
-'  Alaster  stood  petri^ed.by.this:  stitiking  siimmiiig  1^ 
|nd  more  by  the^ev^tton  of  mnniMr  wiiiitwiaeh  kwt^ 
delivered,  tmbib  f6t^i^  mcm*iitettD  ^ffisr  >  <fe^ 
^  Your,  reproachful  coneluaion,  Moina^^  be-  a*  iongth 
siAid,  *'  follows  an  event  which  heithci  of ^ll■  cottld  ha^ 
Ibt^eeeen.  It  is  hot  sndi  as  yon  'wfao^  )»'^  prosenl 
cfti  such  a  mgbt  ais  this,  wotdd  have  beeo^  mitoivM  ^ 
ke^aldoffW>iti  the  dance  in  the  eastfet**  ... 

•  Sttieox^  ieOtttitiued  to  look  sadly  inti^  3«     .. 
''  Moima,**  h^  continued^  ^  I  hdd  been  m»  man  emiU 

I  have  hesurd  fhait  hated  wsird  iasikhce*  .  yWUmdv^ 
1^^^  ^  haste,  I  would  not  h«ve  UrnxkoA-u  haix'  of 
yeur  h^et'B  head.  Will  yes  notibsgivo  me^Moiwi 
Gordon  r 

•  ^e  piift  hei*  liand  hesitfttingly  iMd  his* 
^•Mofiha^'*  he  said^  evident  supptressing  his  tlku^ 

pride,  ^  powerfol  isl^e  feelBig>«in  my  besom:  towaeds 
yd^elf,  thait  <5atis?te  me  to  bear  to  I  ha^re  done  urift 
ihstt  vindi^ve  old  islan*  Uawwthy  is  he^  ti^Ai^tfl,  oi 
"itech  k  daughteir.*  i 

'  ^  Akster,''  %he  said  solemnlyi «« that  .is  inot  laogni^ 
'Siat  I  can  lii^t^  tdw  dut If  yo«  have  any  ie^hng'toW^Ss 
me,  ah !  let  lia^  ^ti^at  yokllhat,  for  mi^  shke^going^as  you 
%oth  are  «6  fofib^i'io  ^e  wanr,  when  mMfai^  tbgether  in 
the  loiig  march,  <ir%hiiiig  lakke^y  side  tutthRi  fiekL^f 
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,  M So  help  me,  Heaven! — but  oiily< for  your  safccw 

(  ^  Thert  is  'raHeh  MdiiMS  mingM-widi'  the  haf/fl" 
Aess  of  Dik  nighl,'^  wgB  her  pittihlrr^'reply, «« andaoane- 
Ihm^ "w^gjfiB InNivy  on  my «pifltsy dud  etklrings m wf 
ears,'  as  if  it  were  the  dre^d  echo  «f  i]i3r  fioher^  curoe*'^ 

%t  lew  woiiie  mom  were  spoken  muddier  side ;  tke 
reconciliation  between  them  did  not  seem  quite  perfeefe^ 
jret  the  brigkt  ey«s  of  liie  Ifi^dand  maiden  had  eri- 
dently  lost  b6  portioa  of  ^heir  iwtire,  as  Aliister  ^sMd 
on  them  bjr  the  tM  l^t  of  the  inking  ^Ires,  and  ifaeir 
inid  fa»eweH  was  as>SQft,y«t'aiiio«iiteid  limiBs  m<m 
;^c^g,  than  th^  last'  long  note  of  ^e  sk^herd's  pipe, 
which  is  often  heard  at  e^  by  the  eager  listener,  a»it 
swee))s4ow^  diewSd  ^eninthesoiitnd&sctfiinreimioch* 

A  d6ad  >silence  and  stUlness  soon  spread  over  die 
tiithiei«o  'busy  s<$eiio  Ott  the  slopes  «f  BrMmar,  wad 
f^ijUned  m  tne  ttowded  stone^hiuatesB  of  the'tsasde,  as 
the  Gael  of  eveiry  d^fgree  refreeAied  themselves  with  a 
few  hoftrs'  deep  slumber  to  fit  them  fot  thb  momnr's 
Itog  Inaireh.  Hie  mtntenng  of  ilie  claasdn^ie  raomi^ 
bkg  on  4he  green  lawn  was  exoeedingly  piotmeaqpic^ 
though  not  quite  so  regular  on  this  oecaswa  as  a  te^ 
v9ew  fai  If yde  Park  is  st'the  present  ds^^  mat  was  it 
witMMi'an  amusing  miacture  of  Highland  swetting^ 
elamiisli  pride,  ^amonr,  and  enthmiasm*  The  women 
of  the  neighbourhood,  and  others  wfco.hadfbDowed  the 
^brtiw'l^s^ 'thus  for,  were  partaetdarly  tronblesome  to 
^e  leHAen  and  •ddefs,  diveiting  greatly  the  attentioii  of 
Weiitani'ftom  thc»ir  publie  duty,  as  the  .seductive  sex 
iniv^'  ever  been  accused  of  doing. 
•'  H3f  all  the  men  Of  war  who  «n  this  mteresting  moni 
ing  were  distracted  by  eates  of  this-  sort  none  was 
liarder  pvrf  toit  ihan  oiir  vsAantiriend  MommobJUl'Clom- 
^h,  "who,  liavhig  on  the  previous  nigbt  picked  w  a 
dancing  acquaintance  with  a  tali  kimraerof  the  |peQ» 
Mid  pi^esiled  to  ^itfPS^kiiown  him  years  befiiire'(of 
wMeli,  howiwer,  the  hsttsst  jHtghiaiwter  itad  m  T  ' 
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ntMBtiAm),  ib^eane  /So  d08pemt#l3E  kwg  ^vravdp 
die  time  of  parting,  that  Morrouch's  patieiiee .  Cjouid 
iMidly*;  endure  it,     , 

^Ogb— oigh! — ^pless  her  pody,  forbj  her  sQWk 
MovBbush,**  aimpered  the  wij  kimMr»  as  aha  etvck  to 
tiM  akkts  of  the-Higfalaiid  heret.  «p  and  dow^;  *^vC 
ao  ahe'a  gaun  to  the  great  wanh  an-  the  .foesy  an'  the 
alaughtw ;  an*  maybe  Ske^ll  ne'er  com^  back  to  Brae? 
mar  or  Bkir-AtboL  Oehon,  ooh.  aree!  puir  Mot- 
rowch." 

-  ^Tiiiahf  whiahtl-^^^plesa  her  aowl  too^"  whispered 
Morrouch  hastily;  '^noo — theve's  my  thumb,  an'  so 
gang  to  the  glen,  for  here's  the  ewnels  aoi'  tbe  machqrff 
an'  die-dninuasals^-^an'  the  pipers  are  skirling  on  the 
tranes-«piettgk !  let  me  gang,  fwr  we're  aff  this  u^ 
meat  to  the  wars  an'  rumours,"  . 

*^  But  whai'll  her  nainsel  priag  me  frae  tbe  I^owlans' 
when  die .  comes  pack  frae  tbe  dories  o'  the  wan  f 
inquired  the  persevering  kimmer,  with  true  Highland 
greed.  *^She  maun  pring  her  a  >  plaid  o'  ailk,  aa'.a 
gown  o'  pvocade,  forby  a  gowpoi  o'  goold  to  fling  .in 
her  lap^  an'  a  forpet  o'  silver — an'  oo'h.put  she'Jl  p^^  a 
praw  ledy  then,''  vMed  the  kimmer,  spreading  out  )ier 
petticoats  to  illustrate  lier  meaning,,  't  walking  like. a 
carMne  afi>re  her  nain  door," 

.  **  Oogfa,  ay,"  said  Morrouch,  answering  the.  unrear 
aonable  en)ectatiQns  of  Jiis  jo  with  a  <'  pleasuvem^7 
of  Highland  flattery ;.  ^  she'll  pe  sure  to  bring  twur  pags 
fu'  o'  goold  an'  mountains  o'  silver."  • 

**  An'  a  proach  for  her  breast*"  rejoined  the  kimmer 
eagerly,  *•  a  shinkling  proach  as  praid  us  the  mqon^H. 
aa*  grand  rings  for  her  fingers,  an'. shining  pucklefB  for 
her  shoes,  an'  a  whorl  o'  laumer  peads  for  her  neciu 
Oigh !  put  she'll  pe  a  praw  ledy  theni  when  she's  gaun 
fifere  Mass-Jcrfm  to  be  marriet." ' 

**Oogh,  ay,  16  pe  surely,"  said.  Morrouch  sooth- 
ingly. **  Noo,  just  gang  dpon  the  glen^  for  there's  the 
lauds  an'  the  comals." 

**  An'  are  ye  gaun  to  the  wan  an'  the  LowlanSft  an* 
maybe  she'U  ne'er  come  packAta*.    Hieu^l.  vhifi* 
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mod,  tb6  ktaner  »et  up  a  Highland  li^wl*  and  let  fall 
Ur  flho W0r  k>f  meroenaiy  tears. 

^'Wlttaktl  hievgfal  tatan  her  soul,"  growled  Mov* 
fondit  quite  afilicted  .with  the  woman's  noise ;  **  will 
she  skirl  there  loiider  than  Donald  Dre^rh's  bagpipes  ( 
Hoot !  hand  her  greet.  Got  tamn  I  an'  gang  hame,  till 
an  hcmeat^ahentlemaas  mareh  ;wr  a  peace  au'  a  pleas* 
vrement  to  the  cloiy  o'  the  wars  an'  fumottrs.** 
,  The  witflike  skurl  <>f  the  bagpipes,  as  Morronch 
irteverently,  though  somewhat  tnily,  denominated  the 
mtisie  of  Uiat  melodious  iBstmmentt  was  now  set  up 
firom  so  many  quarters,  that  it  was  evident  a  genend 
movement  was  about  to  take  place,  and  the  word  being 
given  from  left  to  right,  a  ooereive  separation  was 
•ffeeied  between  Morroueh  and  hia  lady-love,  td  the 
great  relief  of  the  valiant  hero,  who  f<Mrthwith  pMpared 
biniself  for  the  proud  sublimities  of  a  real  march  to 
the  wars.  The  whoops  and  hieughs  in  giving  the  word 
of  command  to  the  few  musketeers  whom  the  laird  of 
Glenleg  had  been  able  to  muster,  as  with  great  osten- 
tation they  were  exercised  under  the  adjutantcy  of  a 
veteran  Dalgetty  of  the  dayv  would,  along  with  the  man- 
ner they  were  answered,  be  somewhat  amusing  could 
they  be  witnessed  by  the  military  elegantiarum  of  the 
Horse  Guards  of  our  times ;  bat  seemed  quite  aston- 
ishing and  admirable  to  the  general  army  of  the  Gael, 
who,  tmsBting  more  to  the  broadsword  than  any  other 
Weapon^  isoidd  hardly  be  pensoaded  even  to  handle  the 
lOB^xnr  and  its  arrows,  which  seemed  cumbersome  to 
eany  aevoss  the  hills,  however  well  they  might  answet 
far  bringing  down  the  fox  or  the  wild  deer  in  the  ear* 
ronnding  forests. 

It  was  a  gallant  sight  to  the  women  and  old  people 
assembled  in  the  neighbouring  heights  to  witnees  tins 
Ibvnddable  squadron  put  in  motion,  though  the  wh6le, 
subdivided  under  many  petty  but  proud  leaden,  did  nuH 
amount  to  a  thousand  Hi^anders.  The  shotfk  bnt 
lond  word  of  eommand  to  ^e  men,  repeated  in  sequenea 
by  many  consequential  officers,  with  the  sueccifiding 
buvata  of  ba^pe*muBio  as  the  companiea  marched  ofl^ 
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had  a  pafticulnly  pkanng  and  {netofeaqae  eflbct,  a»* 
swerec  as  the/  were  by  the  •ehoea  firom  ^e  hlHa ;  and 
now  tl  e  whale  mored  lowaids  the  bei||hts  -bditiKl  the 
castle,  and  were  soon  lost  bejrond  th^r  ridges  or  ansMig 
the  W4iods,  while  murmurs  ^  grief  at  ^is  last  sight  of 
iheir  friends,  and  many  blessings  and  pmyefa^fiir  safetj^ 
bvd&e  the  stilfaiess  that  again  began  to  leign  on  tha 
alopes  of  BRiemar. 

'  On  a  low  knoll  that  skirted  the  forest  sat  Moina, 
alone,  and  watched  the  small  company  of  the  Gordons^ 
that  was  led  by  her  father,  and  a  larger  body,  at  the 
head  of  which  appeared  the  tall  figure  of  Alaster  Gra- 
ham, as  they  succes8ty>dy  descended  beyond  the  ridge 
and  were  k>st  to  her  view,  with  feelings  that  we  need 
not  describe.  When  all  was  over,  and  die  green  Talleya 
beneath  were  again  withoat  an  inhabitant,  rising  and 
joining  a  few  of  her  people  who  waited  at  a  distance, 
she  proceeded  silendy  back  throogh  the  wood  towaids 
the  deserted  daehan  of  Gkoskiach. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Thb  fate  of  two  or  three  indiridttalsr  throaga  a 
aeries  of  incidents,  in  wfaieh  we  hare  bad  opportiouty  of 
riigi^y  tottohing  upon  the  ancient  mannevs  of  the  C^mI, 
htmg  all  we  aim  at  in  oQr«imple- story,  no  fiNiliMr  alln* 
sion  to  the  historical  events  of  the  period  is  made  thaa 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  tracing  of  the  mam  oa* 
tastraphe,  for  die- troth  of  which  we  have  at  leaat  the 
veritable  testimony,  of'  tale^elling  tradition* 

It  was  after  the  welcome  veinforcsment  jreceived  fipon 
Athol  and  Braemar  mentioned  in.  the  last  chapter,  that 
the  Highland  army  who  followed  the  fotunes  of  Mon^ 
tvase  fushieved  in  rarious'  paMs  of  the  north  (before  de« 
■eending  into  the  lowlands  <^  Fif*shire  anid  8tirlirr\ 
Oose  brilliai^bttt  uisatttfaetory  eoqiknta  wldfsh  af« 
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•»  wdl  kao^m  b  Scottiali  hi^onr.  But  if  the  caai- 
pMgn  JTU  gkariotts  to  those  who  ecfant*  puch  things  a 
^Qfy,  il  mnm  fatigimig  and  haraaeiiig  to  a  degree  that 
jMie  but  haidy  moaotaiaeen^eouhl  have  enduredf  aod 
none  but  those  who  are  acquaiiited  with  the  nature  of 
^heiv  nigged  oowitry'  can  uoderstaild  or  appredate. 
The  victories  of  Inverloehy,  of  Aldemei  and  of  Alford, 
the  han)ring  of  Argyleshmand  the  seeking  of  Dundee, 
emdd  soaieely  make  up  for  the  terrible  toils  enoDun- 
med  in  climbing  the  bleak  precipices  of  the  west,  in 
wading  through  driite  of  snow  among  the  mountains, 
during  the  depths  of  winter,  where  die  poor  Highlanders 
wen  often  scarcely  able  to  see  the  tops  of  each 
edier's  bonnets,  or  in  starving  for  days  together  while 
aianmuTting  and  retreating  to  avoid  Baillie  and  Urry, 
on  the  barren  braes  of  Badenoch*  These  scenes,  and 
ifae  incidents  to  which  they  gave  rise,  will  long  be  re- 
menhend  in  interesting  tradition,  and  eontimie  to  be 
song  in  Scottisli  song ;  but  it  was  a  memorable  revmige 
that  Argyle  took  for  the  hasty  harrying  of  his  coimtry, 
by  plundering  the  estates  of  another  aged  earl ;  and 
While  the  picturesque  ruins  that  mark  die  spot  where 
these  transactions  took  place  are  mouldering  into  decay, 
the  wild  «id  melancholy  music  of  these  glens.  wiU 
long  commemorate  the  lamentable  burning  of  **  The 
bonny  house  of  Airlie." — ^But  to  return  to  our  tale. 
'  Months  had  passed  away,  smd  the  fitful  rumour  of 
die  distant  war  had  come  in  snatches  of  contradictory 
exaggeration  and  episodes  of  sad  personal  history,  to 
the  anxious  ears  of  the  few  women  and  others  still  re- 
Ikiaining  m  the  deserted  bailie  of  Olenskiach,  within 
the  forest.  But  the  battle  of  Inverlochy,  fought  com- 
paratively in  their  own  neighbourhood,  brought  conse- 
quences which  the  simple  females  of  the  wood  could 
not  have  foreseen ;  and  which  carried  sad  anxiety  at 
kost  to  one  interesting  bosom.  Some  there  were  who 
had  returned  to  the  forest  from  the  war  without  glory, 
and  with  hearts  bummg  with  envy  and  disappointment ; 
and  vows  were  heard  by  the  solitary  Highland  maiden, 
nttered  in  fancied  secrecy,  and  over  dirks  touched  with 
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Uoodf  which  horrific  her  «hii|)le  YcMiidgs,  «ttd  nstMcd 
iter  lilciinatefyto  lorm  rexioW^  sneh  a«  kwetnifyocMM 
dictate,  and  ndble  eiiClHiBifMm  otily  could  undlemte 
Kn  a  short  ttme  aiier  thie^  MenimMe'e  amy,  t^th-^idi 
Irish  allies,  again  adtattoed  fnmi  the  iwrdi,  o&  their 
march  towards  the  Lowkmdsy  and  a  seeo*d.  and  anie 
fatal  seatterkig  again  tidok-  ptace  of  theee  who  had 
hitherto  dwelt  wit&  the  woody  sditudes  of  Braenaiw 

It  was  already-^  afternoon  of  a  idaar'aimnydayin 
epring,  when  a  single  yonth,  footing  hie  way  over  tte 
Ii%hland  hills  tnwaids  Moatnoee's  camp*  on  &ttainin|f 
a  height  on  the  eastern  ridge  of  the  wild  monnttgns  of 
Oahn  ^rm,  first  obtained  a  &tant  riew  of  the  am&h' 
desire^  object  of  his  solitary  march.  Pieasantly  to  dto 
glowing  fancy  of  the  youth  lay  te  white  tentS'  of  the 
anmy-Hdong  the  iside of  -astreaas  in  the  green  strath 
beneath  hiin ;  and  waiiike  did  tlie  whok  soray  appeal; 
however  irregular  in  its  ibrtififd  disposal^  when,  as-he 
descended  the  hiib,  he  could  distingutah  the  rod  stan» 
dard  of  Scotland's  tioB  fluttering  orer  Montrose's  tani; 
and  above  the  priae^al  points  of  the  encjunpment*  A 
small  but  mudi-valaed  eqiiadien  of  homBr^vrhkk  ifae 
care-wom  leader  of  Uns  iil'^to-manage  hort  had  .^dl 
been  able  to  preserve  attached  to hkosdi^wm^  rtfrfiiriisii 
with  picturesque  efiect  on  the  slope  in  front  «f  the 
carnp^  and  an  irregnlar  mass  6(  autkr  foUowers  and 
their  baggage  hovewd  in  a  dense  body  among  the. cot- 
tages 9xA  in  the  woodland  immediately  in  its  rean 
Pickets  and  scattered  .senftinela  iof  the  "Q^d  guarded  the 
exterior  passes  towards  the  atream*  and  tUs  bein|  ja 
spot  white  Montrose  allowed  .his  wearied  tooops  amr 
dftya  of  repose,  a  bustle  of  ctreiess:  merriment  seeoMl 
nwer  die  camp,  and  various  groaps  of  idling  Hif^Uandem 
ay  basking  «a  a  bank  in  the  a^emoon's  sun. . 

The  heart  of  the  stripling  beat  quick  wi^i  plewssm 
as  he  smrveyed  all  these  stirring  features  of  the  waiE^  of 
,wfaich  he  had  often  heaxd  among  the  inland  i^sef 
Jywffdeensl^^e,  ont  of  whi<^  he  wes  now  en)vginf 
ahnost  for  the  first  time.  Qn^  as  he.kieked  abi^  oiw 
the  toatSthis  mind  was  occupied  with  emouocys  t^g^rd^ 
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yirho  hk  knew  iifere  there-  uncpnwrfono  Df  Us 
iffUdyh^  dialJilftd  hhil  with  a  mid(ilinl&or  mixed  aw 
ieties.  What  these  anxieties  consisted  of  will  appear 
flitht  sequel ;  but  » the  ymih  had  aftiU  Sticoluidefable 
iftMvi  hUdf  famdto  travel  off er  befiMre lie  <K)ald  reaeb 
Iheean^H  :<v»  Witt  tiransfer  our  altentikm  for  a  litde  to 
aoffieiof  those  engaged  fill*. the  day  on  dal^  undeK  Moor* 
teoae^^tafXkmtidHohthia^yoimg  atnuigerwae  likely 
to  pass.  '  •       v      ^ 

Qmt  Mt  friend  Morctocb  M'Conftich  had  f<rilowed 
Ms- faUana  leader  f^nthMyt  and  bptne  Ae  bnitit  of  the 
wir  teively.oiita  this  day:  though  he  had  dobe  maiqff 
deeds  of  arms  for  whidh  he  hAd  becnpraieedof  edWBe« 
and  recaeiiradfnany  kindprenliies  of  pnefennbnt,  which 
wmld  lie  doubt  eome  dky  be  fulfilled^  and  thoHi^  a 
hethut  gentleanai,  like  most  of  ike  Highkitders>  y<H  had 
he  nefer  hitherto  got  fnrdier  thaa  Ae  hoaourahle  statioli 
ef  a  foil  pritate.  Thia,  however,  .being,  the  eoaqihunt 
of  many  similar  gbntleibeBy'^^he  leaders  of  the  eoqpe* 
cbion  kintig^a  pdtoja£ce  that  the  offieera  should  not 
biitnuwbsf  the  ^Bien«^l^forn9libh  had*  ae  yet»  contented 
faimaelf  Bk  he  eduld ;  but  it  beuc  hiatum  tbis  afternoon 
to  mnmt.gnard  at  a  pass  beside  the  atream,  he  wa<^ 
agreeably  .'snEpnoed  to  find  in  <0ie'  pereon  of  his  neigh* 
boar  seatniei  his  M  aeqaaiata&ce  CoMn  M<2h«0» 
1^001  he  hiad  litet  at  BniemarV  still  al^  im  his  ongaial 
aiaitioBy  and  when  the  adioopa  and  whooifis  of  the  format 
corporal,  who  had  left  them  at  their  poet»  had  paseed 
elean  away,  they  took  the  opfKniunity  eff  a  little  eoL 
dierly  gossip,  b«ng  now  able  to  speak  from  eiq^eiienoe 
about  &e  pleaamemetots  of  th6  wars  and  rumoura. 

•*  Qot  pless  OS  1  Glory  an'  praise  {mt  sh^  glad  to 
aee  her,  Oc^  i  Oigh,  man  I  here,  take  a  annff  o'  the 
aaetwhing,"  aaid  Itoioil^^  offetiug  the  other  with 
friendly  anhnation  acomfortingtrefreslmient  for  his  aoee 
^  Plough !  what  for  did  she  never  see  her  afore  ia  the 
wafer 

^Oigh  1  tamn  her  wata  an'  die  pleasnremeirfa,''  eaid 
dM(  ioAw^t  sulkily.  *^  Naeihing  lor  the  epilran  ^MineX 
an*  little  for  tbe  noae,  pat  a  kmg  naiteh  aa^  a  hmn^itjr 
,    Vol.  n. — G  13 
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Mis,  ftae  ftwrtlMpey  to  StraUogia.  Fti^  I  taaai' 
hM  V9mnir  he  repeiitedi  Intteiijr;  ^and  witb  a  HigM— rf 
gram. 

' '  **  Oigh  1  if  ft  a  ttieestnble  gmuome .  war  to  ba 
paanfyf*'  •aid  Mornnich,  his  oouatettanea  he&g&eakiig  W 
reciprof^ate  the  diBconieiir?  •  **her  rera  hoaghs  an'  hw^l 
dfes  aw  waaked  wTte  eauldan^the  weet»  till  her  iridn 
M-aa  hardaa^  tanner^  apR>B,aii*lMr  -reni  neatlbr  her 
wame  is  naething  ava  but  a  stanre  an'  a  bnist*'        ;    | 

«*Biit  the  smj^Det*?  aaii  the  fithei^  eotAttkt^yi 
^suTtely  her  namael'got  a  claoght  oi^  the  apuibie,  an'  ai 
\nrl  6*  the  siller  in  the  reiving  o*^^  Daodae,  foi^  tha 
harrying  in  the  j^ens  o'  Argyie*"  '  '      i 

^  Oigh  I  tecnrfl  aplaek!  tanin  her  eenseiaBeetP  ax* 
elahMd  Mortoach,  chafed  into  spleen  at  the  very 
thought.  •«*  No  a  silk  nor  a  pvocade  for  the  kimmsr  o' 
BraeMar,  nor  a  silver  tester  to  her  poach  the  soe  o'  a 
herring-scale,  nor  a  taback  for  her  cheek  to  pe  a  com* 
foitment  on  the  manih ;  bnt  a  three  day's  Imnger  on  the 
braes  o'  Badenotth,  till  hetr  pelly  be  chq^pedtfffaerpaek 
like  aHSyptian  ]iHimniy-*--hernoee  be  frozen  amaag  the 
anew,  as  red  as  her  garters,  an'  the  hairy  dorloch  on 
her  puir  shDothers  as  fo'  o'  wind  as  her  toom  wame  ;'^ 
and  as  thfe  eloquent  Highhoider  thus  i^ke^  he  laid  his 
hand,  with  morfe  padios  than  elegance^  upea  that  part 
of  hia  body  whu^  according  to  •&  c^ebrated  Roman 
iaUe  had  onee  occasion  to  make  a  sad  comphiirt 
kgainflit  its  servant  membiBrs;  .     <    . 

'  **•  An*'  whafil  she  do  when  she  goes  to  the  Lowlands 
if  she  be  sae  pf  ave  ?"  inquired  the  odier^ 

** She's  no  there  yet,"' said  Monondi,  winking  an 
aye«  "  Te^vil  ha\ids  me  frae  crossing  ^e  bum  this 
lirai  nighty  an"  marching  back  like  a  shentleaian  to  tha 
l^raes  o'  Blair  AthoL  Oigh !  what  a  pleasiirement  to 
see  Glenleg  again,  an*  the  braw  kimmer  o'  firaea&ar." 
<  **  But  if  her  nainsel  gang  to  the  Lowlands,  maybe 
shell  pe  made  an  offisher,  or  a  corporal,  or  a  machor, 
ior  maybe  a  ea^ain-^a  whole  captain,  like  Alaster 
^hubamJ  Pieugh!  she  disna  ken  what  a  great  man 
aha  may  ha  in  the  wars  o' the  Lowlands." 
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•«i)o  ye  rfeally  think  rfc  a  thbght  o*  me,  Miiistei' 
BfCrone!"  said  Morrotch,  ifellghted,  and  vrWng  to 
give  Highland  flattery  in  retnm  for  flattery,  *^  an'  I 
^adna  wuss  but  the  marQOds  Would  himsel  make  a 
ereat  man  o'  yon  too,  Maister  MK>one ;  for  ye're  a 
likely  lad,  an  there's  mony  pnHtmtions  in  the  ^armies, 
smce  that  tamn'd  auld  rascal,  Grumach  Gordon  the 
reiver,  was  clean  kicked  out  6*  the  clariments  o'  the 
wars.  Hieugji!  an' maybe  when  she  grows  S;  captain, 
an'  hersel  a  comal,  she^  get  a  silk  an'  a  sattin  in  the 
Lowlands  yet,  an'  apraw  proach  Me  the  mmn,  to  stfek 
in  ^e  preast  o'  her  gatisey  kimmer  at  Braemar.  Hieugh  1 
cloriflcation  !** 

*^  Stand  to  yonr  arms,  Maister  Monroach !  stand  to 
your  arms-^here's  a  stranger  just  at  the  lines.  Cot 
tamn !  look  at  the  chield, — ^her  legs  ibre  but  short,  yet 
she's  louped  tiie  pum  IPte  a  shelty." 

"  The  chield !  did  ye  say,"  said  Morfoneh,  scomftdly; 
as  he, observed ;d!ie  strqpfing  straihger  who  now  ap- 
pnoaohed,  ^  a  perfect  callant ;  yithout  a  peard'  to  her 
face  or  feile-beg  to  her  hurdies,  piet^gh ! — wfaoe  eoes 
there  T.shentlemans!  speak  the  word  o*  the  wwrs,  or 
she's  a  tead  man, — ^taran  her !"  ,  ' 

•*'A  friend,"  said  the  stripling,  in  a  thin  boyish  voice) 
and  idle  back  o^  his  haiul  laid  to  his  bonnet,  more  wiA 
the  grace  of  a  lady's. page  than  the. manner  of  a  soldier. 
;^*The  king  or  the  covenant,  this  motaentf  afore 
she^s  shot  like  a  plover,**  l>awled  Morrouch,  with  re- 
doubled valour.  **  Colin,  stand  to  your  cuns  ai^  face 
flie  enemy,  hieugh  V 

**  The  kingi  awi  the  gallant  Montrose,^  exclaimed  the 
yout^t  boldly,  and sj(ill  approaching  nearer.  "I  come 
to  your  camp  as  a. volunteer  to  the  Wars." 

^  Glorifications !  Oigh  f  screamed  the  odier  vrith 
consti^utippal  enthusiasm ;  ^  a  |Mraw  poy,  an'  a  clean  leg 
BKe  a  chief's  soh,  an'  a  sma'  foot  like  a  maiden;  but 
BO  knee  or  a  hough  to  be  seen  at  the  skin,  like  a  taioon- 
tain' soger,  aMiough  she  has  a  bit  ^poranfraelier waist,* 
be  added,  surveying  the  youth  irom  head  to  foot,  and 
perceiving  that  he  wore  not  the  Gaelic  kilt,  or  feile-beg 
G2 
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4W  Talker  a}ion  jpettipoat,  a»  tbe  ^ngUsh  xs^U  tUfi  pic- 
turesque roUc  of  the  Koinaa  ^€38^  but  his  limbs  ^lad 
iwith  the  tsew%  oi  tcoiii^rs  of  red^banred  taiian-**a 
privilege  of.  costume  upqn  whi6h  few  would  th^  vea- 
pQi^  Qu  his  head  wa^  the  low  military  boouet,  onur 
meu^d  with  a  drooping  black  Jpeath^r  which  so  wcfl 
sets  off  a  handsome  ^ce ;  a  tartan  short  GQa^  in  which 
the  loyal,  red  ^obu^  pFpdoimn^ted,  fhowe4  the  youth'f 
person  to  much  advantagOi  particularly  with  the  aid  of 
the  long  Highland  breacan  or  hunting-plaid  thrown  over 
the  led  sboiddery  and  twj«ted  gracefully  round  die  wais^ 
<-p*-its  fringed  fcdds  hanging  partly  in  front  and  partly 
covering  the  biodag  or  dirk,  whose  silvernnounted  hilt 

i 'fist peeped  out  undei  the  p}aid,  and  on  this  r^ht  thigh 
L  fhort  broadsword  buckled  on  the  conUary  sSde  of  the  * 
vouth  showed*  that  though  he  had  po  pistol  in  his  belt^ 
he  was  as  well  equipped  for  the  war  as  many  others 
of  the  ^^my  w:ere  9t  that  period* 

^J^n'  wbat'U  hpr  hanpur  pe  wanting  in^  the  p|tq>P 
oi*  thj9  wsurriors,  young  man  r  ln(]yu»red  jVtosrouchf,  with 
eomewtwX  ot  a  bob^dil  manner,  willing  to  ni«ignify«  a« 
b9  quglM^  ^he  Kig^  and  responsible  o&ce  of  sentinel  out* 
post  ^*  Mer  nainsel  daunia  let  her  pa^s  one  fo<H  into  the 
gp^.camp  p'  the  king^s  army  until  she  loiQws  thQ  why 
an*  fhe  whereibce ;  stau^  fo  jq\xip  ari^  Cp^nf  my  lad*^ 

W!"  .  ... 

^  I  wfint  to  «ee^  tl^e  Maxquiif  of  MQUt]?;^^''  saidlhe 
youtht  wijth  ^  ^Doiidost  n)i;pt«r^  of  boldness  ^nd  tnypir 
datio>;L 

'*  Eagh !  oigh !  the  marcoss  I  the  creat.  cloiy  o'  the 
maBQOss.h^^lf  1.  y^  wantita  seetlie  proud  Montrose ! 
pi^h)  poy !  it's  ^  perfect  impoasiblement^  Sh^'U  t^k 
aff  your  head  for,,  the  speakvdg  o\^ 
.  «*I  wiU.p^s  <|m  4ntp  ^e'«9mp»  if  yon  ple«M;"raaid 
the  smpling,,ab9ut  to^^ffp  on. 

*•  Cot^awn  !^— will  she  offer  to  pravp  the  kiijg'a  sei*' 
ixy  'm}iGr  lunoamp? .  "What's  yoiur.,pyKz^ef|s»  youug 
•nan,  ^d  wher^  do.  ye  coinve  (r^.T-^r^petto^  answer  i^f 
(j^Uy,  a^' wi' a  bafe^Wn," 
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**  I  come  from  the  west,  beyond  Blair  Athol,  and  my 
business  is  with  the  Marquis  of  Montrose.** 

•*Frae  the  wast — ^beyond  Blair  Athol,"  repeated 
Morrouch,  hastily,  and  Uien  whispering  to  his  neigh- 
bour as  if  he  had  made  some  great  discovery.  "  An* 
what  may  her  honotfr's  pizinM'  be  wi'  his  clory  the 
marcoss,  if  she*ll  tell  her  pleasurementr* 
•  ^  Mf  btMBess.I  can  ouy  t«U  to  the  Li»d  Montrose 
lamseu,'*  saidtiie  youths beooning indignant  sttlos  sfte 
|Mirley<.  •    .   '        ■  •   . . 

«•  Then:  :tf  she'll  no  fell  iter  pixIneM,  shell  gie^^tfae 
word^o^  die  night,**  said  MorrMidif  dapping  the  bMU 
end  of  liiis  long  8p»ii$h  wnsket  whieh  the  outpHetii  oC 
the  camp  werethen  aHowed  to  cany,  and  standing  belt- 
upright  in  the  most  soldierly  matmeiw  -    ■    ) 

^  I  know  no^  word,**  «aid  ti^e  youth*  B]m|>ly ;  **^  besidee; 
It  IB  ndt  nKht  imtS  :^e'  •on-^inks  mueh:  fkrtfaer  behind 
Sen^niagnan.**        ;  .  •    >   i  :':        .i  •'     :     • 

;  '^She  disna  ken  l&e«i1iiidt"ai^she  conitta^  firae  the 
wast  beyofit  BeB-£«awers  f-  Hieiigh !  I  see  ^it*  as  pl^ 
88  a  ptrsnip-^a  spy,  a  Tiie  tnditor  spy,  Ihie  the  eraffy 
Argyie.  m  take  her  to  Jflontrose  tl^s  very  minutle^ 
an*  tell  his  lordship'^  konGtEr  how  I  §aasA  hier  out.  Oigh  1 
her  fortune^s  made  for  tins— Hsaptaine  an*  eomniB*^ 
»— epuUzie  and  ptomotions.  I  safe  wi*  a  corner  o^  my 
e*e,  that  this  laiid-louping  youngster  had- the  Veiy  waUt 
o*  a  spy-^^as  she  lap  o*er  the  }>um.  Come  awa,  young 
man.  If  I  diima  bring  you  to  the  marces9%  faonouiv 
laxy  name's  no  Morrouch  M^Combieh.** 

After  some  further  wMspering  with  his  eorarade, 
about  his  meditated  temporaiy  breach  of  military  disci- 
pline, away  went  Mbirouch,  accompanied  by  the  strip- 
ling, chuoMing  over  this  mare^s  nest  which  he  had  just 
fomid^  aoMl  dunking  in  his  Highland  ignorance,  as  the 
^Jjowlknd  Scotch  wcnild  say,  but  with  perfect  confidence^ 
iJkatdiis  adrentureSiess  to  be  die  means  of  his  imrae* 
'dnte  faiTour  and  preferment* 
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CHAPTER  Xa 

Tn  camp  of  Montoose,  tibe:  maty49ihur  thitig»  in 
tth,  wfpexctd  to  thfl  Qtniptiiig»  ^ho  now  w«i  kd  tbrang^ 
it,  and  saw  it  in  detail,  to  much  less  advantage  dm 
mhegk  he  h«d  s^en  ita  piotutesq^e  effect  froia  an  elevated 
dielaneet  aa  he  deacmaded  the  heigfals  of  Defm  Qonn. 
Jl  pavl  of  the  litlile  anay  hrngJcprnt^tei  m  tbio  irillage 
hfiUqdt  it  wa^  by  no  ne^i^  exienam;  the  coibibqii 
tents,  rudely  formedi  tatteied*  and  dSepidatedt  bora  |dl 
lhe-«i«flu  of  a  long  and  toiisoBke  csMiif»4gn;  the  men, 
twho  waadenod  about,;ogr  w«ve  hwilif  emplo^  roimd 
several  fires,  cooking  their  evening  meaC  had^  ki  oor 
y^Ms  fa««y,  a«  i]V«p{>lii«iNBd,  If  mt  haggard^  look; 
4iOd  even  the  tent  of  Montrose  tiouidlf,  widi  the  8cq^ 
tiah  standard  w^rmg  over  iu  'which  m  the  dlaUmce  had 
had  an  effeet  «o  piinedly  and  impesing,  now,  wheat  seen 
loosely  with  iiA  miiaeniiis  strtnge  and  pma  stuck  in  the 
graundt  and  its  iadbgaat  proppanga  and  tawdry  alripes 
it  ml  and  bkie>  ai^[)eated  to  the  imaginattve  hefaoUw 
alwoliilely  -me^n  ia  well  ae  cemfortteaak 

Yet  whm  our  youth  liurvied  Ua  eyes  from  the  lude 
ioonveafietfoaa  with  which  this  handy  xurmyw^iiA  obliged 
to  be  contented,  and  obserr ed  the  veleraa  laoea  and 
fttond  hearing  of  many  of  Ao  Highhaid  chieflaana  and 
gend^nen,  who  Walked  in  pam*  or  stood  in  groupe 
«x)imd  Montfoae'ft  ,lent«  and  wiule  he  tnied  widtcantiiiHfi 
flynxioty  to  ebtain  a  m^  of  ono  paiticulai  individual, 
who  mighliv  lie  though  be  among  them^  libair  aftam 
ioawitfiBaBces,  weadiherbeait^  ai  iSej  varttt  fend  tUbt 
wariike  heaving^  tesded  lo  vaiaa  iiis  mind  abdue  the 
circumstantial,  and  to  direct  il^iothf  iMral  gieaiaeaB 
of  what  he  saw  around  him.  While  occupied  with 
diese  thoughts  he  found  himself  the  gaze  of  the  groups 
0f  officers  near,  and  was  awakened  into  attaation  by 
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Ak,  fiknrscfeiiiiife  jl^ittde^  of  fab  oondoBldr  in^A  thd  Eten* 
.tBicla<who  alood  widMMt  MoBtrase^ft  toBt* 
.  M  8ha  las  piames8  wi*  tfie  fliaieaes^  ai^  sk«  ioiS  wk 
int  honmn^  clorf,*  siud  M€iTOiich,*^iioa^-j«fliMfM 
n/bm  «ajr  to'tim!  ai*  lieve%  Imp  priMiiiir*^M3<Mr  tuuil 
let  her  pass." 

The  'sentiii^U'  a  Osltfaneu  ifuoij  seenedt  astonished 
at  the  soathera  Highlander's  audacity /and  willioiit  Aft- 
other  wopd  the  ^fSed-  and  eonfidcnt  Mommdi  palling 
wdeihe  han^g  eanvass  of  tke  teni^  and  pashmg  his 
^ompaakm  indi -litile  •  ceKecnoay*  trithin,  in  andlber 
instant  hoth  stood  in  the  presence  of  the  edebrated 
Jsader  of  tl»  notthem  lism^  aad  terror  of  the  Coye^ 
WAtem*  Our  -  ypiMift  had  barelj  tMie  to-  caM  hia:  eyes 
round  the  interior  of  the  tent. 

At  K  smali'  iUdng  table  covered  vMi  papeifi  sat 
Montrase  hiowelf. '  A:  btptber  .of  annsy  eloaka^  c<4M^ 
faUiiieta,  ilagonst  And  tnii^ttiaf  Mmvenieaoaa  laypavtlf 
eai  tfa#  bate  freaai},^attd  pavtly  on  a  sort  of  temporary 
l^anfet  b^ind  hii»t  and  a  smali  eoiioh  of  great  sim^ 
plicity  of  form  occupied  die  otpiposke  side  4)f  tiie  tenl 
Vflnle  the  impudent  Morroucbr  &0fw  epifiewhat  chap- 
AilleafiKim't&e  effifiet  of  his  own  forwardness,  wtts 
making  wish  cen-esponding  serrility  a  double  Hi^and 
bawt  tiie  marquis,  Hfti^g  his  head  Ifom  the  papen 
bclipiie  hifliv  laid  throwing  hii|iself  baek  •on  has  chair, 
with  oini^h  digu^,'  as  he  aurreyed  the  intruders,  asked 
]iiQqmKich.iAi^ply*  what  he  desired  of  him; 

^YtM^lordahip^ihoikoBv's-dotiifieatien,''  began 'Mor- 
vaoch^  Willi  a  graeeiid  supevnttnieiiarf  scrape  of  his 
5ioC,  <^  was  a  sl^mdemaa  sentry  this  plessed  afternoon 
At' the  pass  beside  the  posn,  when  up  <^m«8  this  poj^ 
mit  iIm  praehis^  4a!  wanted  tO'  eooie  inm  tlie  camp  to 
youv  kvdifup^a  cllery»«»4Mit  she  oouldaa  gie  the  pas»- 
i«erd,  nor  nau|^t  «e  lor  »  Terifieation-i--«n^  so  Imt 
•nainai^  faind  out  ihait  she  w«e  fvae  the  nvast,  ayont  Hqn- 
'htdfmMi  an*  peeanseshewas  s«re*^atahewas  nae^ing 
W  a  spy  ftiie  Asrgyle,  aa^  a  Cetrenaivter  repcHlon^  she 
JUM  hmughib  h^^  your  Icndship^aeloty^— ckinhing  to  be 
%oi«ly/tfuitlier|Muasel  uijU  g«i^afmm]iMion4brhepp«i|w/' 
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stightly  smiliQgt  aa^aeeii^  at  once  jtiitoa^^tlieiBattar, 

•biblftiMitail^a^  ha  was  ^  Utft  1nireasanal]{ld  cfakntf  con- 

MtMrtljr  sd  (up  by  faia-  Qulib  MLlSwmii    -^Oome  ybh 

'bwBi  AxgylmMxe^  ;o«b^  dumrke  &id^  addiesaiA; 

the  youtL 

r    *^No,  mjr  ]afd*-<ml]r  fimn  ithd  neighbooriiood'  of 

3rae«iari'* 

**I  thoa^  sCK    And  your  bosinesB*  with  laeT 

^^Mei^y  to  join  youf  loniship's  army^as  i  Tolmitaar 
•-^MU"— saiidihe  atraiB^yooth,  hesitaluif«  gav«  a  look 
'tovftirds  Moiix)Uoh«  ;.  > 

1 :  ^  You  may  return  to  yoiur  tloty^  aontiiid^'^.  said  die 
jgavqida  to  MonvNurii;  ^I  shall-  keep  in  memory  tfais 
service.'*  •■•■.:• 

"Will  it  be  a^captain,  or  s  oosnal,  <»«  aergstot- 
mms^^t  thiit  hsf  nainsel  wilLpB  utoder  seld:  Manovdi, 
etatt^gno!rboll^4]pBi|^£9kf  alast  efibit.  /^ISbewoiddi 
just  like  the  aasvremeniJafiEnre  she.gaes  kfiA;  fat*  'nfu 
no  every  day  that  she  stands  ia  the  Aoble  pieseiloe  ef 
tbt  great  maicoss  o'r  ^te  waiB.^  .  .      t    - 

^JRetum  to^  yovr  duty,  sir^"  said  Moiitix>ae,;steni^, 
«nd  tumiiig  towards  the  youth,  wl&le  Monondi,  miif^ 
tormg  a  :disappoiiH;ed  -  hteugh  i  and:  a  .".iantei  her  sowf 
cr  two,  fdade  off  towards  his  post  besideuthe  stream. 
.  >  "Now*  youjig;maD,  speak  fraely,*^  said  the  Jbanfoisb 

"In  iwishn^  to  join  yom*  lordship^s  ilrniy  for  the 
present,"  said;  the.]^ioiith,  "myohief/obje^I.oenfesi^ 
is^  by  siiob  h^iiaible  iC&Hs^'ast  I  lii^.have  dppsrtunity 
4)fi  to  i»event  s^iie  towe^  certain  persons  who  have 
latelyief^-tfaisit^p  and  some  who  yet  remain  in  it; 
If  your  lordship  commands  me>  I  shall  state  all  I  know, 
but  the pei^ons  in qiiesti<m  being  related tomysd^  and 
&ose  for  Whom  I  am  interested,  .it  m4y  perhips  be 
■vnnecesaary  for  me  to  expl^n  fivther  than^  that  the 
^pkrebend^d  quanrel  is  ooQne4Sted  ^th  the  recent  dis- 
miwal  or  disaffection,  of  certairi  mm  of  th^  Gordon's 
clan«  ivto  are  knowa  in 'die  ileighbourhoodof  Braeraa^ 
and  some  of  whom,  having  incurred  your  lordship's 
displeasure  in  ihe  war^  tfapou^h  (be  iepi»ieBtatioD«  aa 
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ii  itfeg^,  «f -eeitaaii  pemons  naw>  m  fcar  loidabij^ 
-«|Siiip,--^a>ttd  i»  Md  afodast  ihe  iaiter,  mid  it  iB  the 
'UmMmmL  medilatedBieonfieqttence  ttm  I  am  ttiododis 

**Y<m%  design  is  aoost  laudable, '  «mI  tdli  mMip 
femaXkkhUe^  iot  so  mi»>e  a  youtiv'f  )iaid  the  mttfqiiisi  in- 
tetdsted  W^  1^6  sj^c^  «f  Hxb  stiiplnif ;  «« but  i  <^i^««b 
I  do  n^t  dre^neify  reooMec^rthe  isorcoMstagise  to  whtsh 
you  allude.    ¥d»  wiU  dp  ^well  to  be  more  ei^licit^f* 

^  It  was,  M  I  am  iaformed,  at  the  battle  of  Invet- 
lochy,  that  in  the  distribution  of  gonmaiids  on  the  right 
and  left  wisge  of  your  itfniy  yoar  losdsh^)  was  pleased 
toappoiol  a  jroung  soldier  to  a  jpoot  near  iho  ooMro, 
whieh  was  supposed^  be  the  ngfat'of  oertain  of  the 
Oordon*s  clansmen,  and  partiealarly^  of  one  of  tlieir 
^oib,  who,  thmking  him^^  infukwd^  and  looking  wh^ 
«irry  iq>on  ^o  j^aod  fbrtnneo^tlio  ^nenng  ao&er  I 
apealcof-^  "  • 
'  ^«  lite  name  r  ssM  die  na«^«  hitevfiiptisg* 

M  Hie.  name,  my  lor4  nuuKiais,'  is^  b^eve  i^ff 
Mid  the  strij^g,  liesitatihg,  md  edouiing  slightly 
^AlasterOr^^tti.'* 

l:  ^  Ohv*^fid  on^  yoang  man^  imd  epe^  iip.-^ 
I  ^^OfTended  at  the  preferdnoo  thuii  given  ofor  an 
ancient  chief,^  coQtkin^d  tk^ybiitli,  ^f-d^  latter  and  hie 
sient  "v/kem  fh^  attack  begsin^  velMlioasly  refused  to 
drawa^ilwoAl;  and  -^vAnlo  the  ^^tuing  soidiei-,  for  iil$ 
hmieijidiBijdAyy  wee  raised  "by  yoUr  lordship  to  the 
comiMKad  of  a  ebmpany,  a|>d  is  now  called  Oaptaia 
CMiaih,  Orumaeh  of  Braemar  and  several  of  hie  men 
iji^sro  dkmseed  wilii  disgraee^  U  notthio^  my  lord^  a 
aujffieieai  gvoaad  of  leud  bolwieeA  Highland  gentle*- 
asenl^  ■ 

»<  Bat  that  eiiMoin  ^ibst^reiiwr  oaanot  mean  to 
forsaer  Ins  ^»lid  against  one  of  my  bravest  at^dMb 
while  tfee^^ra*  lasts  Fi^eln^d*  Iho  ms»qais;  '^li  hh 
do,  and  if  he  attempt  \o  make  disturl;^ance  in  my  c^p, 
1  sh^  cause  bis  bead  to  be — ^ 

**  Surely  your  lordship  will  consider  that  Grumach 
Ctordon  is  an  old  manT  interrupted  the  youth,  with 
G3 
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ttiicliiincoDacaoin  eamesteess  of  laaimer'as  fa mttpntB 
the  marqiiis.  ''  Your  lordship  wiU  f  ardon  my  presump- 
tiao$*  he  added, checking hifmseif ;  ^  batinethialLB»eteii 
as  an  humble  volunteer  in  your  army,  I  H&igfat,  as  th^ 
parties  are  known  ta  me,  be  the  means  of  preventing 
jmy  hostile  meeting  between  ikaau  should. your  loM- 
ship  grant  kne  such  liberty  lo  pass,  and  repass  In  the 
camp,  as  my  own  good  indentions,  aaad  ^isn  my  lift, 
may  answer  for«  This,  my  lord  masquis*?  said  the 
youth,  with  a  manner  that  almost  ffo$e-  into  aobkness, 
^  this  is  my  hun^>]e  request** 

^  You  are  aVeiyezjkraordinaryyoniigmam^  said  the 
msfquis,  interested,  and  prepossessed  heyond  accomrt- 
ing  for,  as  he  threw  himself  back,  and  oast  a  carious 
glance  over  the  graeefiii  igure  of  the  sti-ipting,  who 
iiow  stood  oncovered  ^i  his  pxesenoe;  .^  Yoor  requci^ 
is  .granted.  €So  and  come  as  you  .please  Irhile  we  tarry 
in  this  valley — for  there  is  no  treachery  in  yoifr  unr 
suspicioi^s  yseavsy  and  no  douhle4eali{ig  in  that  im- 
passioned loofc.  Draw  near,  youth,  .for  you.  must  have 
a  sign  for- your  salety.  .Whoi  you.  pass  the  outpoM 
of  the  camp  at  any  time,  should  you  b^  detained,  and 
questioned,  whiiiper>into  the  ear  of  Uie  chief  of  tbegaard 
the  single  word  Catkremrfemnet^  aod  that  Will  guaranty 
my  favour  £pr  you  by  ni^t<6r  by.' diy. 
I  «  Go,  youth»^  eontinufid  MdnthMie,  afler  a  iHommli'^ 
{MiDse,  *' tbi>a  hast.aecess.  toime,  If  neetasary,  at  any 
snement.  ^  Would  that  wilder  and  wiser  men.ftfowdma 
liad  more*of  thy  generosbty  and  singleness  of  bc^Nrt*** 
I  The  obejisance  oi  the  stiipKng,  as  he  left  the.lem^ 
had  in  iithe  embarraissmeni  of  istn^ling  leeUngs«,enr 
4totiy  iitdudi^g  gr^tii^t^  and  adimra(i««  of  tb^  galhaH 
leader  of  the  expedition,  which  further  excited  the 
Interest  of  Montrose;  andas  be  tuirned  away  his  fan: 
HMse  to  go,  the  eyes  of  the  youthfid  laounttiiineer  seeme4 
iO  the  observing  noldeman.  lo  he  'blinded  ^wMi  ^eam.    . 

*  An  expreaaion  well  known  voong  the  ttirldandenL— literallr/jU  afMl 
$ombat  iiftke  FingaUiaiu^  who  ool;^  iilie4 1  lUi  biltto  #itliMt  Smmt.       1 
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.Tim  siinliadcfiMrsoine'imie  «ink  Irakind  ihe.  mngt 
of  mountains  which  aaol  lip  thtttr  pedty  tops  into  tho 
dundttfo  to;tk»  mndi  «id  noitward  oE  Mcottose's 
poBition^.add  gray  evmungrwas.  meltings  tntf>. indivtinei 
9ba4ow8  aadbh^wn msMefl  the raiiow vomtnttc  points* 
of  the'opea  landscape  round  the  caibp*  as  the  striplingr 
whose  8di>eittin^s  we  have  now  to  trace,  made  his  way 
iktouf^  its  western  extnemityv  Stiil  aione  and  anxious 
t9  ^omL  observation,  he  praieeededAn' behind  ihe  i^aw* 
of  teafe,  and,  thotigh-  a  straengeit,  seeing  at  no  loss  as 
to.'the;<|uarter  on  which  his  anxieties  rested. 
':,  That  small  portion  of  the  southern  ^ansmen  which« 
Ijy  the  «DUfte«y  of  war  and  in  iiiuAaUon  of  mofe  regular j 
ivoopsi  ^as  i^ometimte  eaUed  a  regiment;  and  of  pari 
of  which  Alasier  Graham,  by  the.  agreeable  flattery  of. 
tMe,  was  notr  -ealled  the  eaptaiti,  was  encan^d  on  the 
right  fiank.  The  tent  of  oisr  youthfiil  oentarion  was 
easily  distingmshed  firorti  th6se  of.  the  eommon  men 
ground  it  by  its  superibr^  aiase  and  the  red  standard 
which  ¥^ved  above  it ;  which,  though  torn*  and  rather 
awry  in  its  positiouv  slilL  Juttered  with  all  the  ragged 
pridei  of  nwrthur!!  independence  in  ^he  eold  breeze  of  the- 
evtening,. .  The  feelings  with  which  tbe^  stripling  looked, 
totf  ards  that  tent,  and  watched  every  figure  whom  he 
o<w]d  distinguish  near  it,  it  is  not  our  business  now  in 
m  many  words  to  explain. 

Passing  this  tent,  however,  and.proceeding  towards 
thd  senUndi  who  was  posted  nearest  to  it  beside  the 
btrea)m,  our  youth  addressed  to  the  man  a  few  iina 
words  in  Ihs  native  Gaelic ;  afler  which,  retreating  to* 
wards  higher  ground,  he  took  up  a  position  for  himself 
pn  the  d^  bank  under  a  rocky  height,,  which  iserved  to 
protect  the  flank  of  the  encampment.  A.  young  moon 
,wa^  already  beginning  to  fling  her  indistln^  beam  oyer 
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this  softened  portion  of  the  Highland  landscape ;  and, 
certain  of  his  own  intent^  the  yoath  seated  himself  on 
the  bank,  where,  unloosing  the  folds  of  his  hunting  j^aid^ 
and  throwing  it  around  him  to  protect  himself  from  the 
chill  breeze  which  bow  blew -in  JStful  gusts  off  the 
overlooking  mountains  of  Cairn  Gorm,  he  seemed  pr6« 
putd  t(^%ait  Isr  some  mxp^timi  mixk  ilrith  ali  the. 
patienbii  of  K  solinry  motmtaddeer* 

AibhiMgh  a  gknoe  was  dwt  obouioMlljrtowterds  thit 
timt  of  Aiastbr  QMum  as  veil  «v  over  the  \msv  seeivs 
^rtragheiuKhe  extent  of  tAte  eanp;  and  a  lowsi^  wmM 
sometShi«8  esoaiper  the  bosoiH  of  o«r  ywxth,  ^idiHe  he  sat 
on  die  knd9,  his  g«KeHd^attefilM  w«8  gittii  «ntir«l7  to 
one  dii<e«tMn  of  the  suivo«ndiiig  pnM^pa^  Aft  die 
i^enAsr  moon  ifboi^  Ireqneatty  obscured-  as  it  9ras  by 
the  coming  dlonds^tluft  fttted  mictfrtaiidy  wilk  the  bre^zs 
over  this  stontiy  nortbsm  Bky^  oceasionatty  sbooe  mi% 
wfch  eh^kirmin^  brftliainqr  on  -  ihe  sloping  levd  between 
tkief  ttream-we  hstPeHMtitimiiMl  aid  Ibe  yOs' l^ejbnd* 
the  youth  as  ho  watclited  ivet  "Mid-viam  kept  Ms.  eye 
oh  die  phUn  and  <m  tli^*  iqoiMii  «f  «r  nacrow  gorge,  or 
pasis  in  the  inoontaint  thni^  whk^  ht  faaid  -hiHisc^ 
oome  to^  tlie  e^mp  on  Ms  w«y  froMi  Braemar.  . 
;  Quite  prefoured  for  s  Migdustted  w^teh,  or  f(v  r«« 
sattiliig  it  again  oh  ihe  swiie^eodmg  day,  ihe  youth  still 
leept  Ms  «yai  tiitned  foWa«da  the  goi^e  in  die  hiUs,  yet 
somtidmes  glancing  weM  lo  Ak^«ei^s  tsnt,  when,  ap« 
patiemly  to  his  own  i^nrprise*  h^  dlraad^fobservdd  two 
m«n  issuing  lh>m  die  direcdon  0t  the  pass*  Tfao 
i»tiangei^  ee«n»ig1brdi,  piioceed^  etraight  acros»  ^ta 
pteiki^  towards  that  patt  of  the  camp  which  he  imme- 
diately overlooked,  and  this  betoii  be  hlad  ^athatf  an 
hour  upon  the  banki.  Refiang  his  plsiid  in  notary 
feshion,  and  e^Wty  detfc^n^g  from  the  hc^ts,  M 
youth  addjfci^sed  a  Ufw  trotdB  agam  to  the  sentiBely  and 
then  went  fotward  to  throw  hiimielf  in  the  way  of  the 
doming  shrai^M, 

*•  If  a  a  fresh  night  and  a  blasty,  Sir  Wartior,"  said 
die^irgt  of  ibk  men  (if  we  may  be  sfiowej  to  tramM^ 
^w^iat  w«s  flfpoken  ki  Oa^ic)  to  oittr  yomh,  M  he  waHt^d 
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|f^.«Kd|ro  vith.«99m}i^4wel(^^  Pietar  the  sentind* 
^  Sut  it's  kindly  veather  and  faTOurable  for  the  cam- 
paign,**  continued  the  speaker,  tryij)^  to  bespeak  favour 
forhia  awn  design;  "the  evening  piobrachd  has  not 
yet  sounded  through  the  valley,  And  perhapis  we  can 
have  admi^iiioii  into  the  camp,  as  we  are  also  for  the 
king  and  the  gallant  Montrose.** 

**  Meaii  yfHi  to  join  the  army  on  the  march  to  the 
(iOwlaads,  gontleinen  T  inquired  the  youth  sharply. 

The  two  m^9  looked  at  each  other  as  if  uncertam 
irhat  reply  to  niake.  **  No,**  said  the  second,  stepping 
fttrward  aiid  speiiking  with  Uunt  hdLdness ;  "  we  merely 
would  speak. with  an  officer  of  your  camp>— rione  Alaster 
(jkuham.  firing  us  to.  him,  youth,  if  ever  you  expect 
H>  b9  ^laurelled  soldief.** 

>  JK^ow  you  so  little  of  the  orders  of  our  general  as 
lot  miAte  snch  a  request  of  the  officer  on  the  outposts  V* 
s^id  ijie.  youth  readily;  '*  my  life  would  answer  for  such 
^  decelictim  of  duQr.  But  if  you  have  any  message 
for  Captain  Graham,  such  as  a  soldier  may  carry  to 
Hf^  comrade,  I  will  answer  for  its  safe  transmission,*'  , 
,:  ^  Yo^  ^re  a  gentleman,  I  perceive,  young  sir.** 
.  ,**  I  may  not  be  called  aught  else,  or  be  scorned  with 
impiiiiity,**  said  the  stripling  proudly,  ^d  slapping  with 
his  hand  the  basket-hilt  of  Ins  broadsword ;  "  *  Nemo  me 
i(K^ne  laoe^^t,*  our  Scottish  motto,  that  is  embroidered 
9fi  the  /Btandard  which  floats  above  these  tents,  is  also 
WW-" 

"You  can  carry  a  message  then  of  honourable 
qaarirel,**  said  the  man,  stooping  down  and  speaking  in 
Ihe  stripling*s  ear  with  hoarse  aniqaation,— "  a  chal- 
lenge, youth !  a  challenge  to  fight !  on  the  sward  of 
^trathfipagan.  Tell  Alaster  Graham! — tell  him  that 
Grumach. Gordon,  whom. he  knows  well,  sends  him  his 
glove  of  battle  f^d  his  bitter  defiance — are  you  afraid, 
boy  r  added  the  man,  throwing  back  his  head  while  he 
gr^p^  the  arm  of  the  youth,  and  discovering  by  the 
dim  moonlight  the  ferocious  features  of  John  of  Leask. 
^  lia  I  you  J^ive  never  yet  seen  blood  spilt — ^but  there 
nmst  be  Mopd !  heart*s  Uood !  .Alaster  Grahan^  and  two 
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6f  his  friends  are  challenged  to  the  combat  with  ike  i 
hnmber  in  the  next  glen ;  teH  hun  the  message,  youth, 
as  yoti  are  a  gentleman.*' 

**  And  does  his  wrath  buhi  so  hotly  that  he  cannot 
stifle  its  flame  till  the  war  is  overf  said  ihe  stripling, 
shrinking  instinctively  from  the  ruffianly  ghmce  of  the 
man's  eyes. 

**  Not  a  day ! — ^not  an  hour,  if  it  were  possible,** 
croaked  John  of  Leask ;  *'  and  /  also  am  included  in  the 
deep  injuries  of  Grumach  G^ordon,  who  is  now  watch- 
ing our  return  under  the  hill  behind.  Tbufh,  officer  of 
the  night,  we  send  tbe  challenge  and  diefiance  hy  you.^ 

**  And  dare  you  try  to  md^e  me  the  bearer  of  treason 
and  provocation  V  said  the  stripling,  his  self-possesision 
now  completely  recovered.  *'  Think  you  that  we  were 
unaware  of  your  treasonable  and  unr^sonable  hat^ 
against  the  brdvest  soldier  in  a  cailip  v^here  ^  are 
brave?  Ho,  sentinel,  there! — come  hither!  I  desire 
you  to  state  before  these '  strangers  the  prrnUe  orders 
to. the  outposts  of  the  camp." 

**That  a  treasonable  design  being  suspected,**  said 
the  sentinel,  after  ah  instant,  *' to  inm>duce  private  feud 
among  the  army,  and  in  particular  to  offer  vindictive 
provocation  to  die  gallant  Captain  Chraham,  it  is  the 
marquis's  orders  that  no  one  be  admitt^  into  the 
camp,  and  no  message  whatever  be  received  anent  such 
feud ;  and  that  shafl  or  bullet  be  not  spared  against 
any  who  may  persist  in  attempting  to  forward  such  broil 
and  brulzie." 

The  two  strangers  looked  at  each  other  in  ast6nish« 
ment,  upon  finding  that  their  design  was  known  in  the 
camp. 

*^And  /  am  here  to  see  these  orders  executed,*'  said 
the  youth,  boldly,  as  he  stood  oiit  in  the  moonlight 
*•  Gro  back  whence  you  came,  men  of  Braemar !  and 
learn  that  the  brave  lords  engaged  in  this  noble  cause 
know  both  how  to  protect  the  honour  and  save  the 
blood  of  their  best  officers.** 

"  Then  I  leave  with  you,  youth,  the  eternal  defiance 
both  of  Grumach  Gordon  and  John  Gordon  of  Leask, 
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l|g|ah»t  the  iqpstan  foreater,  Akster  Graham,'*  aokt  the 
f^aUen^rs;  *^aiid  hear  you — my  carse  and  ban  upon 
Ml  constant  good  fortune  V*  Saying  this  the  implacable 
reiyer  and  his  companion  tamed  to  depart,  and  leaping 
the  stream,  they  at  once  made  their  way  baok  towards 
the  moontains. 

-'  Our  outpost  Btr^ling,  somewhat  agitated  by  this 
ecene,  was  still  standing  in  the  samevpoit  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  strangers,  watehing  the  shadow*  of  the 
receding  men  in  the  moonlight  as  they  j^roceeded,  with 
all  the  speed  of  those  who  were  anxious  to  deliver  their 
(fdings,  across  the  pleasant  level  before  him,  when  his 
attention  was  roused  by  the  tread  of  feet  near;  and 
the  approsch  of  a  file  ^  men  to  change  the  sentinel 
caused  him  instinctively  to  shift  his  position,  and  to 
retire  again  upwards  towards  die  bank. 

Seating  himself  here  once  more,  to  consider  what 
next  he  should  do,  unromantic  nature  hi  the  shape  of 
lier  common  wants,  which  the  anxieties  of  the  &v>ening 
had  hitherto  caused  him  to  neglect,  now  came  over  the 
beart.  of  our  youth  with  clamorous  ui^en^ ;  and  the 
enthusiastic  volunteer  of  unknown  wars  began  to  be 
exceedingly  at  a  loss  how  to  proenre  a  m^al  for  his 
Imager,  kk  fbr  rest,  that  was  easily  arranged  iik  a  dry 
tfeigbc ;  fcA*  the'  heath  on  llie  crag  was  remarkably  soft^ 
the  tee-side  of  the  height  was  most  comfortably  warm, 
and  the  plaid  he  wore  was  an  ample  covering  as  he  lay 
on  the  heath  under  **  the  sweet  heavens,'^  for  this  rov- 
ing mountaineer.  But  his  light  store  of  barley-cakes 
had  long  been  exhausted,  and  being  unable  to  crop  like 
a  kid  the  fragrant  herbage  of  the  Imak,  he,  in  ^te  of 
his  anidety  of  mind,  began  to  look  wistfully  towaids 
the  fading  firesof  the  <»mp,  as  he  thought  of  a  neces* 
aary  refreshment. 

.  As  he  agaiftsat  up  ruminating  on  all  things  likely  in 
his  circumstances,  the  sound  of  the  night  piobrsiehd 
came  pleasantly  over  his  ear  fVom  the  midst  of  the 
eamp,  which  the  gidlant  pipers  before  Montrose's  teat;, 
maoh  pfouder  men  dtan  die  leader  of  the  host  himsell^ 
made  to  ^'durl"  with  wailike  wildnesa  ap  thavaUey 
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lion  of  nature,  is  a  sure  awakener  6f  poetie  «nQtio^ 
«dd  s^d  yet.pleaedng  reeoU^ctkHis  «f  the  forest  of  Brad 
war  w^iie  beginnidg.to  steal  orertlmiuicyof  the  youth, 
When  ilk  refretf^  cegitations  were  d^uxbed  by  a 
measured  trcaS  of  steps  mounting  the  knoU  on  winch 
h^  rested.  In  two  miwiites  more  the  sentinel  from 
wliom(  he  had  recently  parted  siiaod  before  hin»,  and 
ioachinf  hia  boniiet  in  foilitary  faskion«  intimated,  in 
tw»  WDcdst  4fa«t  his.  presence  was  etonestly  requested 
mthitt'  the  tent  of  C^tain  Graham. 
.  The  very  sound. of  the: name,. caused  a  start  and  an 
Amotion  in  tiie  bosom  ^  theiyouthr~4ie  hesitated  at  firsts 
and  would  have  excused  himseli^  but  the  request  seemed 
ao  hearly  akm  ta  a  command,  that  refusal,  would  evi- 
dently have  excited  suspicion.  Occupied  with  various 
thoughts  which  need  not  be  evj^ained,  A&^^tripUngt 
rising  and  adjusting  his.  plaid  and  his  sidc^avms,  instantly 
followed  the  sentinel  towards  that  tent  whiish  he  had 
so  'Ofben  watdlied  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening. 

When  the  canvass  was  dravm  aside  which  opened 
into  >  the  interior  of  the  tent,  Alaster  was  discovered 
seiited.  pensively  .beside  a  chest,  whicht  elevated  en 
some  fogs,  served  for  a  table ;  abaraing  apUftter  of  pins 
wood,  fastened  to  the  iq[>tke  of  a  steel  target  that  lay  on 
th0:chest,  served  for  a  candle  or.lorchy  aisd  shawwl  the 
usual. confusion,  of  armsy  aeeotttrements,  and  simple 
conveniences  iisquirea  by  an  (^cer  of  Aiastec's  ctedi* 
tioiL  By'  the  wavering  and  spitting  glare  of  this,  hghi^ 
(be  ysuthfol  features  of  the  c«qptain«  surmounted  by  hie 
dark  locks^^  appeared  handsome  Mid'eix^resslve  as  ever, 
hut  thin  and  tinged  willi  gravity ;  andthe  air  of  dignity 
with  wUcli  he  rose  on  the  entra«ce  of  the  otrangef ,  wii& 
other  circumstances  of  consciousness  .on>  the  part  of  the 
iattdrwmade  the  stripling  disposed.  t»  akmk  into,  the 
obscurest  Qonier  «if  tile  t6nt« 

*^  Not  knowing  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  your  weli- 
jneant  service,  young  sir,'!*  Alaater  said,  tising«  ^  1  have 
,begged  of  ^  you  to  come  to  me,  and  explain  the  reason 
of  a  zeal  as  singular,  as  ii.is.unobtr(isire»    Whatever 
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NftMgn^be-.ihe  .a0u»Q«  rf  ^  attempted  cJiaU^nge^  of  w^tb 
-I  b»v^  jinl  h^i^  a  Boldieff  m^y.jiat  wiUi  honour  Jo 
iumadf>ilppro^9:CiC.it9.heu\g.Wmed  fro^n  hixi^.  ,  Pray 
Mp^»ki:y<mhi  i  ^fadtl  not  be  rei^fly  to  blsune  so  gallant 
>.».alripiii»g."    . :        -  •,    ^ 

.    >*»Twa8.i|ot^foBr<yQUr  sake  €Naly>  siu— H  waa  fpr  t)ie 
sake  also  of — ^" 

.!  .**He*w»<5T-TMrhat:i>  tteit     V^l  Iwar  aright?  can 
.thk  x€^  be.the  yf^e  ihfi^  hais  evftr  been  nn;^ic  to  niy 
.«afa,:./JVfcMnai— Tiny  sweet,  heroia  M^a!  J  should 
.knOwypin  in.&pite  pf  *#,  jnqst  ^ligil  disguise  that  .ever 
<«naskwi!ini^eot«4^ .  ^oiid  .think  yqu,"  he  added,  poowig 
%W9J^  and  taking  fa^r  ^JirinMng  hand,  "  ypn^ouW  by 
/lhQM.49rk  locks^un^:<>vQr  jip^r  pwii  yellow  hair,  ami 
hf  1^  warlike  aind  boyish  ^ifU^al  costume,  conoeal 
.ywirftUlf  ftom  n>^l    Na5r,,{)l»sli  w^MQ^lofikjee^s^ro^li' 
Mly-joAme  |gfr'discaverii3(g  you  by  thajt  soft,  voice  that 
iM^isften  chai:^  me,  m  the  fcM?est  .of  Gli?n^kiach.,   ,1 
iM^tf^peakiiaw  in  (he.warn»th  of  niy  h^ajrt,  when  my 
^leirtV  lover  who  is,  ever  in  my .  thong^itav  conies  to 
feefi^sh  my  spirit  amid  the  toils  of  the  cfimp»  and  the 
harassing  scenes  [qI  jt eroorseless  war." 
^     **iDh,  Alaster  i"  she  said,  all  the  woman  now  melnng 
in  her  voice,  and  into  the  tears  th'^t;  ?ioknowledge4  h^ 
•  gialeftd  earess,  't  h^^  yo»  ^^^  *®  ^^^  ^^^^  against 
'^oifc  thsu:  /  have  heard,  and  suffered  the  anxiety  that  .1 
hai^  suffev^d^  both  I  ponfe^s  on  ypur  account  and  thf^t 
.ef  »fl^  hQt4empenred  father,  you  would  e;tcu»e  th^  adop- 
^ion'of  thb  unseamly  disguise,  .and  forgive  theforwqE^* 
ness  ef  a  lonely  maiden,  who  has  i^o  friend,  to  act  a 
jwaibly  pJOft  for  her :  no  ouc  who  will  step  forth  to  prevent 
itfa^se  whOiare  desner  to  her  than  her  own  life  froni  im- 
;lMndng  their  h9u»ds  in  each  other' &  blood,  and  from  leav- 
ing. Im.tp.^hi®  the  orphan's  or.  the  vridow's  lament  of 
jtol  and  dolour  amid  the  ;deserted  wilds  of  Glenskiaplu'* 
,'   Aflrshe  spoke. a. paleness  overspread  her  features,  fa^r 
.plumedhonnet  fell  Irom  her  hand,  a  fatness  had  qome 
•iHHX  her  leminine  heart,  from  the  agiution  of  the  intef- 
-mewaild  the  l(mg  wan^  c^  iiefreshmentf.and  to  bis  great 
vitimtmw»9i  she  9^mA,mAy  to  .^p^^  ^  m^^fei^ 
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'Vtitrdlia'gf  to  eftll  for  tiMntane^  h«  «tit  ker  dowB^gemlf 
on  ft  iseat,  and  bymeans  of  soch  8i«i)de cordiah  a»  he 
Jiad  at  ftandat  length  recoviered  his  agitated  Highland 
inaiiden,  vrho  lOok^  more  charmkig  a4  the  ei^our  a^aia 
returned  to  her  cheek,  and  as  he  succeeded  in  sooiliiKg 
'her  ihodest  ibeimgs  into  forgetfbliiess  of  her  unseemly 
disguise. 

'  'CaHkig-  ih  his  iet^ant  Paiiquliar,  who,  nocwillistand- 
ing'his  ^1^  ct^0Bit)^4  eould  ttvaike  out  no^kig  of 
^'#hb^  Vius  liis  fftd6te)fV  gaest,*8i!k5h  tefreabtneaft  was  pro- 
'^fiui^  ^  ihe  camp  afforded,  and  never  did  ar^n^eal  >eAt 
mdfre  nweetlj  than  #ffs;  that  was  partakea  by ^tboso  iwio 
ih  Montr09<B*s  eftmj>.  Ab 'She  6M  4ipp06kt  to  hkn,  by 
^tlie -Military  «hest  on  which  thdMr  simple  refreskwchit 
'W^  set,  h^  ruddy  fdr  fkc6  contrasting  oddly  wilih  iJEie 
-dkrk  l^tkfi  With  'H^Mi  she  had  disguised  it,  ind  her  anl- 
^txkaition  raiMnjg  #itii  the  enjoyment  of  hk  sodsty,  t^ 
Explained  hbW  diat  «h?6  had  travelled  ^Ibot  toih6«)wn 
W  Aberdeeh,  to  purchase  h^t  present  disgutee^  by  whieh 
'fth6  had  'been  ^aMed  to  get  into  the  t^Lvap ;  ^aWd  how 
' th^tf  John  of  Lea»k,  ihe  most  untameably  fnroetons  of  all 
the  exile  Gordons,  continually  stkred  tip  her.  lumber  lb 
cdte  seeking  of  that  retenge  ^ich  otherwise  he  might 
*ftxv^  berti  persukdtki  to  forego.'   '  '' 

**'  lit  isueh  dlscouiisis  did  our  Vonng  soldier  and  the 
-HRgWand  maiden  enjoy  eac^h  omor's  sof  ieiy  for  moip 
^thari  an  hour,  and  nev^r  did  lovers  siti^toiU  Inthe  night- 
Watch  with*  mdre  ^hastte  and  heah-rolievinghuppiiiess. 
MbcH  gentle  fergtim^ttt  passed  b^twoe^theil  on  ^te 
^8ifbje(5t'of  the'maidetfs  anxioO»  feaiis*r  the  safety  itf 
^bpth  Al^stir  and  her  father,  to  which  was  ^opposed  hm 
•perfeet  cohfid(ftic<^  in  Ws  good  Ibatuiie  ^and  his  o>i*ii 
fttr^ngA  and  deac^Mty,'  should  ^ircwmitaftees  agam 
^rbe  hiifa  to  m^et  the  reiver-diicf  in  tiHWiUmg  hostility. 
Praising  Moina  for  her  adroit  managcraelitift'WattlBSg 
off  a  challenge  which  his  hwiour  wotW  hat^^obnged 
liim  to  accept,  Whatever  might  haw  been  the  «oii8e- 
-IfUences,  Alaster  snceeeded  in  persuading  Ao  anzioiis 
maiden  out  Of  her  fears ;  undi^epMscM^g  to  hfsrsn- 
|iUofiy  ^  dotigerae  wdl  aafttdettcacyof  tar<MiiMisi^g 
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longer  near  the  camp  in  her  present  disguise,  he 
advised  her  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  Providence 
and  his  own  good  sword,  and  instantly  to  return  to  her 
people  in  Braemar,  at  which  place  he  hoped  soon  again 
to  meet  her,  when  he  came  back  from  the  plains  of  the 
Lowlands,  with  those  honours  and  rewards  which  ever 
are  the  recompense  of  the  brave. 

Many  {basing  antidqpations  of  Joys  to  eomet^Hdot, 
bowever,  without  that  intruding  pang  of  iiididfinite  api- 
frehettsion  which  so  often  in  this  wodd  casts  a  doiid 
0?er  our  Nearest  vision*  of  fiitare  bliB8»-<-lbUowed  in  the 
hoMn  of  Jtfoina  this  sanguine  speech  of  the  moun<> 
•laineer  siridi^ ;  and  the  hour  for  diangingdie  santinds 
^ing  now  at  hand,  she  sose  to  take  her  d^aitmr& 
Dw^ling  stiU,  however,  as  the  youth  aoeompanied  her 
without,  upon  the  delicious  i^Jueions  of  their  serend 
lbncies<— ^hen  they  should  live  together  as  manied 
lovers  hanie  Uved,  and  roam  ti^ther  among  the  xoonantio 
irttlle)m  of  Brttemarv^-^hey  soon  aanived  at  the  eraggy 
heigm  i«<here  she  had  fonqerly  rested ;  and  whan  they 
eianeto  die  humor  streamlet  wfaiefa  houildedthe  eionp^ 
so  thee  their  ^al^  partng  waisi  at  haod^  standing  «t  t)p* 
tKMke  sides  of  the  stream,  in  die  diih  moothght,  and 
hle^g 'the  tokens  oi  gold  wideh  hung  at  «aah  of  thefar 
boaoliM,  diey  Messed  one  anolfaier  in  the  sight  of  Hea¥ea, 
aaMT  pni{fed  §oit  "Ifis  pcoteotien  imti  they  abffM  agun 
meet  iff  j«yy  when' the  war  wae  over. 
(^  Alr^^y  separated  at  toagthr^Km 'MbinaSs  pai^  wilha 
irigh  of  nungled  hope  and  «{^li6nsSoD,  and  on  the  pavt 
isf  tf^  with  lOU  the  lingeriiuf  vstectance  of  lovens,-^ 
IMbina,  hmrev^r,  secreUy  raeobred,  diat  notnvithataMding 
tile  yoQ^^  eonildaioe  in  himseli^  she  would,  ratafaung 
Imt  pi«9«lt  dress,  tari^hv^heineighbQiirhood  for  nhm 
(jNmts  iMger,  unl3  tfie  anohy  and  iiaster  had  fairit 
"    ■'     tthevatteyoir     " 
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GHAPT£B  XIV. 

Tmk  day  mceeeding  the  nighMcene  d(«l»hed  ill  the 
preceding  chapter  was  ime  of  that  sad  .and  ^f^omf 
charaotor  ^ieh  even  ,in  the  hilly  north*  where  sufii 
days  are  oompanitively  eommoii,  had  its  efieanpoa  the 
spirits  of  the  haniy  mounlaiiieera,  now  lyilig  inaotive  Uk 
this  ill-appoiiited  campw  The  gf»ty  breeae  of  the  pre^ 
yxons  night  had  died  away,  and  the  merning  rose  with 
a  gray  and  sullen  gleonu  A  he»ry  vain^  which  SbH 
dnnng  the  nighl,  completeLy  dEcnched  the^moosygroimd 
on  which  most  of  the  tei&ts  were  ereteted*  Neither  bHl 
nor  flDoantain  was  to  be  seeiit  and  the  ,den$e  Iqgt  whioh 
ibcarcely  isnabled  these  in  the  centre  to  dtecem  the 
bonndsnes  of  the  canip,  dropped  a  soaluog^  *^  w?et**  thi 
whole  of  the  day,  while  an  unwholesQine  thickness  w^^S 
in  the  ab,  and  a  threateiung  hlacluipss  hid  the. sky. 

The  state  of  the  atmosphere,  operating  at  first  by  a 
risghtly  dis^pointing  fedting  npon .  Montrose  hiaB^elii 
from  some  plana  he  had  foimed  ibr  the  day»  begwv  aa 
die  afternoon  advanoed,  lo  have  ,a  more  aetious  effeci 
upon  him,  causing  a.  team  of  thought  such  as  nnU  ob* 
tnide.  upon  the  ihbat .  vigorous  jmmda;  partieulady  if, 
like  that  of  this.gaiiant  but  uidbitunate  warrior,  a  daab 
of  poetic  elevation  maor  help  to.  ennoUe  iki  while  it  e^na 
to  He  inore  acute  percepdoee  a  thousand  aourees  <i  m^ 
wardaufieiiimg.  Though  itontinuaULy  «iicc6ssf«l|  aid 
BOW  partly  on  hia  vi^  towands  therridbev  vaUe^^of  th| 
Lowlahddb  vioti^  itaelf  had  not  yet  reeoneafed  .tfaji 
marquis  to  the  .irreparable  l09S  of  hiia^gallivit  jttqpnpaakNI 
Lord  Gk>rdon ;  and  the  uncertainties  of  life,  of  success, 
and  of  fame  struck  upon  his  heart  on  this  particular 
morning  with  ominous  impression;  as  if  an  involuntary* 
revelation  had  been  made  to  him  of  his  own  ultimate 
iate.    Numbers  ofhismflDtas  usual*  had  deserted  him. 
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Ibr  ih»  tkhev  after  the  battle  of  Alford ;  the  dans  dnt 
*«iih8eqfieiiti]r  joined  hie  standao^  when  he  descended 
inuy  the  i^ainfl,  had  as  yet  given  him  no  in^ealioB  of 
iheir  favourable  intemieitt;  and  the  thick  mist  of  thiii 
-MSt  day  hid  from  his  anxioas  obsenration  even  the  dim 
outlines  of  the  distant  Mls«  depwn  wbii^  if  nothing  vbh 
Ibrtnnate  hltd  haf^Nmed^  ongfat  no^  to  he  deseending  an 
imponant  tf^infiMement 

Btit  the  whole  d^y  passed  gioemy  and  uneomlbrtabli}, 
and  no  intimations  came  of  the  expected  clansmen. 
The  discomfort  of  their  situation,  as  they  lingered  no* 
eml^oyedin  the  nudst  of  an  nnshekered  and.  marshy 
srrallt,  began  to  ncffeist  the  minds  of  the  e^iger  Highland- 
4ers ;  and  towards  evening  their  impatience  to  be  gon^ 
to  the  south  became  audible  to  their  officers  in  crilen 
Slid  fllHSttppress^  imirmurs.  This  feeling  of  discon- 
ttem  Captain  Chraham  himself  began  to  pamke  of  iii  a 
way  for  which  he  conld  not  accomt,  pa»tie«larty  in  the 
Iktter  part  of  the  day,  and  as  evening  gathered  roond  in 
linek  obscwfty  over  the  cloudy  monnnaias  of  Caim 
06nti  *,  for  that  melancholy  which  had  gradnaily  bee^ 
approaching  hiis  Ibiiid  all  day,  buoy^ant  ^m  it  had  beSB 
by  Idle  thotights  of  his  Moina,  fell  now  with  involmiitairf 
heaviness  over  his'  heart,  as  if  some  coming  event  was 
"eastfaig  its  dark  i^dow  be^e,  and  as  if  the  veiy  aiir 
which  lie  breathed,  and  the  low  whisperings  of  the  wind 
WMch  now  came  sighing  down  the  vdderf,  while  the 
dim  moon  began  to  rise  in  the  stormy  tiff  meant  to 
wwm  him  of  some  af^roachhig  eviL 

Ab  the  sncceedjng  night  advanced,  the  breeze  greatly 
txnH  ttnexpectedly  increased,  and  was  heard  to  moan 
-with  an  eiry  expression  tlwough  the  scattered  btreh^ 
wood  behind  the  camp,  or  to  swirl  in  gusty  thuds  through 
-  'the  passes  of  the  hills ;  but  from  the  comparative  eafaa 
in  the  camp  itself,  it  seemed  that  the  storm  was  raging 
in  the  upper  air  oidy,  and  driving  the  clouds  spe^ly 
•lomuds  the  ominous  airt  of  Uie  Lowlands.  Hum 
strange  and  solemn  thoughts  would  cross  the  mind  of 
■Alaster,  as  he  gazed  athwart  the  dim  plain,  and  the 
dre^  fancies  i?  like  invisible  world  seemed  to  gadiar 
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lobnd  him,  which,  d&er  ia  their  secret  joy.  or  their  IQ* 
defbute  appcehension,  hallow  the  viBions  d  superstition 
by  ooonecting  them  with  immoptality»  and  give  ignorance 
itdelf  a  body  and  a  uae,  if  not  even  a  pleasure,  which 
knowledge,  with  all  hec  flatteries,  often  fails  to  conmuip 
nieate.  Whether  it  was  the  dim  BodachrQlasa  of  th^ 
jDoonlight  that  haunted  his  spirit  this  strange  night,  or 
the  inexplicable  Twaish  or  seoond-sight  c^  the  Gael^ 
that  pointed  its  airy  finger  into  the  vista  of  futurity, 
Alaster  thou^t  he  saw  himself  fsx  away  in  the.Low* 
lands,  and  Moina  Gordon  sitting  solitary  in  the  wilds  of 
Braemar,  musing  sadly  and  aniaously  concennng  him<-T- 
watching  every  rumour  of  the  war  that  came  from  ber 
yond  the  Grampians,  and  praying  for  his  safe  return 
as  only  a  maiden  prays  for  him  she  loves,  until  a  sad 
fof  eboding  began  to  cling  to  his  fancy,  tha(  the  dark 
ioxm  of  destiny  had  inteqK)sed  between  tlijem,  and  ih^ 
he  was  never  more  to  see.her  in^life. . 

Bk^  the  shrill  and  stirring  ^ound  of  the  piobrachd  of 
Ihe  m'gbt,  as  it  struck  up  its  wiM^Uke  note  in  the.  bq^oi^ 
ci  the  camp,  and.  mingled  in  the  distance  with  the 
•tcmny  breeze  of  the  hills,  awaked  himfrpin  his  t»Yery; 
and  presently  after  the  tall  figure  oif  a  E^anv  wh%wi;a|^ped 
an  Ms  plaid,  had  been  strolling' 9)e;d^tia^vely  ^one 
behind  the  tents,  came/(^^e  up,  and  seemed  pa  .wish  to 
ai^ress  him.  Alasjler  ste^^fied  forward*  imprefs^d  by 
the  dignified  bearing  of^,  the  figure*  ^ul  in«itantLj  was 
saluted  by  the  Marqius  0i  Mo^arosc^  himself*. 

A  few  short  senteneespassedbetweuea  theip*  in  w)^^ 
the  marquis  ooniplimented  the  >  courage  a/i^  comluot  of 
his  youthful  officer,  and  aUudiog  withipride  more  tha^i 
widi  blame.  Uk  the  impatioKe  pf  his  men  to  be^  led  fo^ 
ward  to  the  Lowlands,  and  tohis  disapppiatment  of  .tbe 
expected  reiu^feementyiar  which  he  bad  vainly  ktokMl 
ihe  yihoLe  of  the  day,addedy^ther  abruptly,^*  >. 
'  *^  Graham,,  you  know  the  passes  ol*  th^e  mnpntaiivi.; 
^t  least  you  can  tell  theorouteby  which  the  Ma^^alii^bei^ 
are  likely  to  ^eome  r      .   .<• 

*  "I  do,  my  lord  maiquis,''  4Aidi  0^  y^uth^  pvoud  ,af 
tooonfidenoe  with  wht<^)ie .^|i^Jfe«^d), 'Sa»d  yibJ^ 
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tHHyi^ledge  I  ladf  can  wc41  be  cuf^i^lied  by  the  gflljr 
Xrho  li^9  attended  me  tkioi^hout  the  campaign,  slrauld 
ymnr  Idid^p  honour  me  so  far  as  to  allow  me  to  start 
fmti  iroto  this  taMe^so  soon  as  daylight  breaks,  to 
recjonnoitre  from  sneh  points  in  the  hiUs  as  we  are  ac-* 
4)[«iaiaied  with,  and  bnng  you  the  first  tidings  of  Uie 
Maos)>Bters'  eoming;'- 

'  •  «*  Yon  fl^iali  go,  sir,'*  said  Montrose,  pleased  with  the 
««ady  MHl  of  Alaster ;  ^  and  I  doubt  not  good  tidings 
%h^l  sk  on  your  brow  before  the  day  is  far  spent.  But 
^hom  el«e  will  you  lake  with  you?  fori  am  told  you  have 
enemies,  who  may  be  in  this  very  neighbourhood  Thai 
¥iriunieer  stripping  who  lately  joined  us  in  the  camp 
«haH  aceodipany  you,  if  his  yxnithful  limbs  are  not  too 
delieateforclimbing  theaters  of €ainiGotm,  Apropos, 
Mr;0#iham,  where  is  he  ? .  I  have  not-^seen  him  aU  .day.*^ 
'  ^*He  IS,  my  lord  maiquis,  I  believe — ^  said  A]aster« 
elightly  confuMd*^*t  but  excuse  me,  it  were  unnecessary 
to  take  him  to  the  hillsl'*  . 

*  And  is  he  then  iiot:in  the  camp  T 

^^No^rayiowL" 

**  Graham,"  said  the  marquis,  after  a  nkOttlent^s 
thought,  and  laying  his  hand  famitiarlyiiou  Alaster's 
sboulder,  >*  something  from  the  first  struck  me  about  that 
handsome  volunteer,  that  I  could  not  explain  to  myself 
— ^I  see  it  all  now.  Nay,  disguise  it  not,  though  you 
could;  'tis  a  soldier'6  fortune  to  love  and  be  loved. 
The  pret^  stripling  in  the  bonnet  and  trews  was  a 
woman]? 

^  I  confess .  it  was  the  case,  my  lord,*'  said  Alaster^ 
after  a  short  pause  of  deliberation ;  ^'  but  I  was  not  the 
eneourager  of  the  maiden's  adventure,  nor,  suffer  me 
to  say,  has  the  affair  aught  to  do  with  my  duty  to  your 
loidship  and  my  king." 

^Alasl  young  man,"  relied  the  marquis  thought- 
ftiUy,  and  stepping  back  while  he  surveyed  Alaster's 
persDnf-^-various  matters  in  his  own  experience  at  the 
moment  crossing  bis  recollection,  **  how  little  know  you 
of  jfSMirself  if  you  think  that  the  affairs  of  the  heart 
iba;iFe. nothing  to  4o  with  our  aiub^itions  and  our  aims ! 
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Mr.  Gfahan,''  lie  added,  "^  vpon  aeooolldiolig^  i^m^ 
be  betterthat  you  should iMt  leave Ihecmop;  aineaiMr 
■ieaa«nger  can  efieol  this  senrieet  aiid4  have  loo  nwch 
to  do  for  yoo  in  fak  stnfct  when  va  get  to;  tbA  tiOW^ 
kndst  to  allow  yoo  torun  anymks.wiKKifrdm^  hflls*** 

4«  My  loid  marquis,**  said  &e  youth*  wilh  «i}ioiatioB# 
as  his  hand  caught  the  basket  head  of  his  elaymor^, 
^  may  I  not  be  tniaied  with  my  own  dsfeooe,  after  4he 
honour  your  lofdship  has  deigned  to.oonftrr  UfMm  me  t 
Besides,  it  woidd  be  doing  me  an  obltg^kw  to  iihtm 
me  to  v^iefre  your  anxieties,  instead  of  nmaidmg  thus 
inactive  in  the  camp*** 

«« Then  do  as  you  wjll,"  said  MontKoae,>  ^butat  least 
take  two  men  to  accompany  yout  and  if  you  see  the 
Maeahsters  or  the  Macalfmn  ^rora  the'  siimmils  of 
Cairn  Ocrm,  vetmn  at^no<j ;  but  you  may.advevtiae  me 
ofyouf  tishngs,  by  causing  your  servant  to  blow  a 'blast 
on  your  forester's  horn,  when  you  eetns  to.  the  biow 
of  that  hill  above  the  stream.** 

*•  All  the  camp  shall  hear  it,  and  all  the  valley  shall 
echo  it,"  replied  Alaster,  with  pride,  **  fioom  Be^otanaid 
to  Gtenfaouriiagan." 

«^  Farewell  ihen.  Captain  Graham,"  said  die  marqaiB, 
kindly,  ^  and  whatever  befall  you  within  or  without  the 
eamp,  remember  that  I  1k^  your  hie  and  safety  in  no 
slight  vi^ie.** 

The  weight  that  had  lain  on  Alasler's  i|>irits  ydi  day 
was  dispelled  for  a  tame  by  this  intefview  with  his 
brave  chieftain.  In  spite  of  himself,  however,  it  n- 
iumed  again  when  he  had  retired  to  rest,  mid  as,  unable 
to  sleep,  he  lay  and  listened  to  die  lew  mommig  of  tbs 
wind,  wfnoh  swept  dovm  the  vviiey,  and  its  huoiing 
sound  as  it  vrhistted  round  llie  tentovser  his  head,  awl 
thought  again  of  his  Moina  and  of  die'^romantic  glens 
of  Braem»r.  Anon  sleep  would  oome  over  him  indefi- 
nitely, although  he  fStkOt^^  he  was  wakings  and  dim 
forms  appeared  to  his  supeisfitioos  ianey  ^  hovfr 
round  his  low  couch ;  atid  then,  in  ih»  i^anges  ef  his 
dream,  Moina  Gordon  ieemed  to  bi^itthe  apoQ  his 
cheek,  as 'she  did  en  that  night  when  ehii  first  loosed 
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ltellinig»lligtliDiinl'Um,  whale  she  snffled  wAictively 
■«  «t  &«*'  But  agadn  their  fond  whisper  seemed  to  b4 
mternifited  by  the  bratde  df  the  fed-de«<  nrthlng  pssi 
hmong  the  boughs  of  thelbre^tf  and  then  the  l^ild  slogail 
iif  the  Gknrdoiis  came  ebhokif  «  as  he  thought,  from  the 
ihiwr'oairies  of  tUe  ^ens^  ^and  the  flashing  eyes  of 
Gramaehyiher  faiAierv  9€«med  :to  glare  upon  him ;  bm 
as.>he  aoutianed  to  gaze  on  the  angry  eouttccnanceof 
the  old  mail,  his  gray  hairs  gradually  chopped  o^,  and^ 
tb  his  ikorlKir^  a  gnuDing'  scidl  supplied  its  pUce, — and 
theo-^e^ing  ami  lamemaiiiKm  rose  on  the  uight-wirid, 
and  the  ]x[evcihg  eoniaaoh  boomed  wildly  m  his  dream- 
ing, ear;  and  niale  he  teemed  to  listen  to  the  sound 
nmfl  he  aioiost 'Wept  on- his- hard  pillow^  fbe  forme 
meked  a#ai^  inio  eonfusion»  till  all  was  lest  in  deep  but 
ttheaay  fllec^ 


CHAPTER  XV. 

ThA  broacl  rim  of  the  morning  suH  was  barely  peep* 
iBg  over  thii  summit  of  fienhemgh,  and  throwing  his 
gleaming,  rays  along  the  sloping  valley  of  Strathfeaghan, 
•8  Alaster  and  his  men— ^at  is^  Fanjuhar  and  Mor« 
rouch  M'CfMiibich — toiped  the  nmiall  streamlet  that 
bottoded  the  straggling  ean^  ef  the  Highland  army,  and 
ibet  forth  upon  their  reconnoitring  expedhion.  The  plain 
over  which  they  next  passed  was  better  fat  travelling 
(haA  Alaster  had  expeeted,  for  the  wind  had  dried  the 
gpound  eooslderably ;  the  present  morning  was  fair  and 
aumiy,  and  ^e- fancies  of  the  nigfat  having  been  dis* 
pelled  by  the  cheering  lig^  of  a  new  day,  the  travellere 
fiwted  their  "wtij.  towards  the  hills'  with  all  the  delighted 
agility  of  mountaineers,  and  feefings  wiiic^  reminded 
thMtt  of  ihoav:  happy  thonaigs  bygone  whea  they  had 
•»oftta«goiie  oat  to^tfae  sport  ia  &e  tuteresistg  Hi^itda 
Of^Braeebar. 

VoL.IL— H  1« 
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)  The  }<mg  vdlej  of  Strathfimghan,  ^di  the  erovdad 
tents  of  the  army,  soon  lay.  likei  a  amBil  green  stripe 
beneath,  the  travellers,  as  the  three  mounted  the  hills 
like  goatSy  and  sQrambled  their'  way  through  ^e  rugged 
passes  towards  those  poiato  in  the  mountains  thai 
enabled,  them  to  overlook  the  glensMbeyond.  At  length 
as  the  day  advanced,  and  as  th^ dr^wneer  to. a  fdeaa^ 
Sint  brow  of  soft  green  iiince,  Mcrrouoh  began^ias  usual, 
to  feel  an  uncoounon  gnawing  about  his  stomach,  and 
thought  it  full  time  to  remind  his  leader^  (hatalllHMigh 
when  a  man  became  a  gentleiiian^  be  seemed  aiso  to 
acquire  the  faculty  of  living  without  food,  yet  thtt  that 
was  an  attribute  which  it  did  i«it  seem  likdy  that  As 
should  ever  acquire.  Alaster,  however,  having  kept 
Mr.  Mortouch  at  much  distance  since  he  hadeorae  to 
his  dignity,  the  latter  was  obliged  to  have  his'wvrds 
well  ordered  and  few  when  he  dared  to  speak  to  the 
eaptain* 

"  Pleasurement,  your  -eaptainship's  clorification,** 
said  Morrouch,  as  he  came  forward  with  the  back  of 
his  hand  to  his  bonnet,  and  meaning  to  be  exceedingly 
polite,  as  well  as  to'speak'  his'  best  English — "  there's 
a  bread  an'  a  cheese  in  the  wallet,  and  a  drap  o'  Jock 
Barleycorn's  bluid  in  the  aearrag ;  the  haanocksTve 
brought  frae  the  clachan  are  caiipital  gude  for  the  huDr 
g^ment  o'  the  hills ;  and  as  for  the  usquebaugh,  its  a 
perfect  sin  no  to  diink  it  just  on  this  pleasant  spot — ^for 
ye  see,  begging  your  excuses  fop  the  fireeddm  o'  the 
parley,  to  tell  you  the  naked  trudi,  captain,  Avhatever 
may  be  ybur  honour's  cas^  my  stomach  is  no'  made  o* 
pat-metal,  and  I  tnust  eat." 

^  Deevil  pe  in  your  craving  wame,"  said  Faix|uhar, 
pulling  the  impudent  remonstrant  aside,  **  canim  ye  wait 
till  the  captam  ^e  ne  the  word  o'  the  fuglen»ent»  Never 
heed  her  croaking  pelly,  your  honour's  pleasure,'*  he 
add^d  to  Alaster,  '*  ye  may  just  be  used  by  this  time 
wi'  Morrouch^s  gnimbling  cuts." 

"Truly,  lads,  the  belly  is  a  beggar  that  sometimes 
win  take  no  deniali!'  said  Alaster,  entenog  mto  the  hsK 
mour  of  his  petitioner,  **  particularly  when  fas  it  carried 
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wet  mwintMiw  likethese,  the  air  of  which  makes  him 
more  clamoiotts  .thaii  it  is  always  convenient  to  satisfy* 
Hut  it  is  well  that  yeu  have  not  togotten  the  provaiii^ 
and  if  yooTl  just  wak  m  we  get  to  the  hrow  of  the 
heights  yonder,  I  shall  myself  be  glad  to  break  bread 
with  yon." 

^Hieugh!  pless  her  honourable  clory,"  exclaimed 
MoRouch,  snapping  his  fingers,  and  running  towaids 
the  brew  of  the  pass.  "  I  kent  her  pleasuremenj 
wadna  starve  the  puirlads  on  the  march,  as  lang  as 
there  ■  was  a  bannock  in  the  poocli,  or  a  prochana- 
making  o'  meal  in  the  poke — pieugh  I  Farquhar,  boy,  her 
maistcr*!!  soongacherbockihe  bag,fora,'her  stinginess.* 
A  bi)isk.foot4trQt  :of  a;  few  minittes  brought  them 
all  to  the  upper  end  of  the  pass,  where,  on  an  inviting 
honk  of  soft  heath  and  herbage  they  sat  themselves, 
and  many  a  good  *♦  whang"  of  their  homely  bread  and 
other  pfovaat  served  to  stay  that  pleasantest  of  Jiealthy 
uppetttes ;  and  with  the  pungent  seasottiflg  of  a  hearty 
dstiok  of  the  pure  cordial  of  the  Highlander,  admidislerea 
from  the  searrag,  to  add  caloric  to  .their  necessary 
<baxight  of  the  cold  sprii^  that  dribbled  from  the  rocks, 
made  a  meal  more  sweet  to  the  three  motintaineegps 
than  is  often  eaten  off  gold  in  the  halb  of  the  south. 

♦♦Whisht!  gie  her  a  pardonment — please  h^  hon- 
iNir,**  exclaimed  Morcouch,  as  he  bolted  the  last  indif- 
l0feMky*«[iasticated.moiilhful ; — ^'  huiafar— did  ye  na  hear 
s  soundr* 

•^What sound ?**  said  Farquhar,  swlHy, beginiadng  to 
he  jealous ;.  **  ^diat'll  she  pe  bearing  noo  ?  just  as  if  sha 
iud  a  langer  lug  than  her  petters.'' 

•  ♦♦I'll  swallow  the  steel  sken-ocle  on  my  hip  Hke  a 
tflieese-paring,''  he  added,  jumping  up, "  if  I  didna  hear 
«  piper's  piobraohd  doon  the  glen.  Oighi  it'll  be  the 
Maeaiisters,  as  sure's  a  gun.'' 

The' party  all  rose  and  followed  Morrouch  towards 
a  shelving  point  on  tiie  height ;  but  though  they  some- 
lumes  imaguied  they  heaid  this  reedy  sound  of  die  bag- 
pipeieoming  oli  ^  breeze  firom  the  far  distance  beneath, 
m  yet  they  could  see  nothing  of  any  ap|»x>achiiig  band* 


y  Google 


As  thqr  veiit  forwant,  howeven  and  valiejr  and  ^m 
apKBd  oilt  cnteeesflively  benes^  theiti,  ihe  aightof  iua 
aaum  hills  in  the  dista&oe,  together  with  tho'efiiects  of 
the  exhUarating  refratshment,  made  ])f  omNtoh  qlote 
HfildiHdth  delight,  mid  sometiinea  actfeanung  with  j^y% 
he  became  almost  mimanageable. 

^Oi^  I  piessingB  and  clodes  W  he  ^^clafanedto  his 
•emtetf  aon^nmion  9  ^' wiiat  woiild .  she  gie .  /to  sel-  har 
i^t  on  diegDwan  that  grows  this^yera  momiiig.on  the 
braes  o'  Apine,  or  even  adowti/thf  bcmme:  faowms  V 
•Btaemaar!  I  aay^,  Farquhari.mjr  .man^  apeer  at. her 
henour's  oaptataship^  if  we  majrtahea  htan  athort.thf 
braes,  just  to  get  a  sitiaok-o'  the. braw  kimsusr  thai 
wends  ajrom  tl^  casde — hiengh!  if  i  just  had  her  in 
iny  ojcter  this  prceious  mimite;'^ 
.  *^  Faee  about  and  turn  to  the  Isii;,  lads/'  sEud  Qrahaoi; 
•as  they  came  to  ihe  akigle  of  the  moboiain.  *^  There 
is  no  appearance  of  the  Maeaiistersvat  least  from  Afab 
point,  and  we  nittst  take  the  o^herpsas  in  our  way  h^ek 
.<towa«ds  StKiihfeagban,  for  be  our  tidings  what  they  atay# 
^e  must  take  bare  to  be  in  <^mp  again  before- auniiat4T 

'^0(^!  odil  hear  ye- that,  Farqdiar,  lad-r  said 
Morrou<^i  ohap(yien,  as^  he  NAactsady  eosoplied  with 
the  unweieome  ovder.  *^  Oeih-r<>ck  i  laee  it  as  plain's 
-a  parrkeh,  «rhe  matin  jaoet  tmn  her  back  bn  the  bomiie 
Highland  mcAiiktams;  like  a  banishinent,««r4iNr  shels  gtiw 
to  die  Lowt^n  to  get  her  ^death^  and  shisll  tte^ca  see 
the  kimmer  o'  Braemar  ony  more." 
*  The  pathetic  sentiment  uttered  by*  diahonest  High- 
lander was  in6t  «anfined.€ii^ely  to  himself  or  his  sen' 
▼itor  friend.  Even 'he  who,  gave  thisjebmmand  coi»> 
•plied  with  it,  in  his  own:  person,  witha  Reeling  of  oegret 
wad  disappomtment.  Thai  &eltiig  was.  dfiepeBedfts 
he  continued  to  walk  &a  in  silence ;  .and  now  the  aften* 
noon  began  to  lower,  and  a  gray  mist  to-overapread  tb^ 
sky,  while  the  bare  and  bieatk*  hills . among  which:  the 
party  traivelied  began  neitt  to  assume  that  sokom  hue, 
in  tneir  purple  and  sterile  israidiieifa^  .which,  emimmk' 
eates  its  tmge  of  poetio  mdancholy  to  die  imagiBative 
mouniatneer  <f  tho  dismal  north.^    iThe  inwlnntary 
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mofgeMi9tm  of.the  tapeg^g^  mght  again  came  actost 
the  thoi^hls  ^  Alas^r  with  a  sort  of  ptophetic  sad^ 
Ciess:^  hie  mind.iBecaaie  Mutely  sensitive  with  its  own 
ire^ctie&ef  until  ^e  reiy  reeks  that  frowned  over  his 
ilead,  and  the  gieae  and  ratvines  that  winded  beneath 
JheiUamow  passes  al(Hif -whidi  he  encircled  the  wild 
nMraittainSt^secnieilto  send  vp  strange  whisperings  to 
te  esiSyrOf  atleasttohisfandy.     - 

At  len^b  Alastar  and  hi»  folkrwers  eame  to  the  point 
4ironi  which  he  was  to  itave'Sonnded.  his  horn,  had  he 
ohtaineda  sight  of  the  expected  reinforeement,  but  thoa 
mpat  he  was  obliged  to'  leave  bel»nd  him  wstheut  any 
note  to  announce  his  approach  to  the  camp.  ^Tiic^ 
soon  after  d^icendsd  into  a  iittle*  glen  which  tenninated 
in  thegorge.lJiat  led  to  the  plain  wbere  Montiose'i^  army 
lay.  .:  Foliff^ing  the' course,  of  4he  brook  whidi  winded 
along  the  bottom  ofithe.gleni^  while  he  mused  on  the  iU 
Attcoesa  of  ibiA  day -9.  ad^emure,  i^laster  oast  hc^eyes 
aooidentelly  towards,  the' j9^  itheyond  the^^bcook^  lOfiaSA 
beiperc^ved  titree  mei>  whiepelmg  tag<(thei3iqQite  near 
him»  and  pioeieediag  aa  iff  Uh.'wMipeipit  lu»  passage 
Jhrough  the :  gorge.  A  haaty  ex.clarnai^  broke  from 
Us  ^»wn  men  ^Ni.liiw  obten^iog'.thi^;  and  a  second 
l^ance  ^rved  to  show  him  tbes.a^m  and  imhrowned 
OQuntenanees  of  Glnimftch  Gnosdpn,  John  of  Leask^  and 
another  well-known  reiver  fropa.  Glenskiai^hf  whom 
Alasler  could,  not  name.  Pcjceeivi^^  that,  they  weve 
observed,  old  Gordon  look  a  few  .ra<?ing.  steps  down  the 
i>an]^  leaped  the  stream,  and  was  instantly  followed  by 
bis;$W|0  companions,  who,  with  himself,  had  been  dis- 
missed with  disgrace  from  Montrose's  army,  and  now 
aeeming.to  rejoice  in  the  success  of  their  watchful 
lodging  of  the  yo^tk  as  he  returned,  by  .which  they 
ai^pe^ted  to  gratify  their  burning  thirst  for  revenge.  . 
.  .  A  sensation  yeary  -unusual  to  his  bold  and  buoyaml 
^rit  shot  through  the  mind  of  Ala&ter,  in  the  mood  he 
^wasy  on  observing  this.  Casting  his  eyes  from  the  ^v.» 
^^  countenances,  of  those  who  stood  before  him,  lound 
a;tpon  the  silent  and  lonely,  glen  in  which  they  were,  h^ 
i^  as  if  the  saddening  %M?iQS  which  had  ^ly^ressed 
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maimer  about  to  be  realised.  Bat  ih'eae  mvm  no  ttnie 
for  reflection.  The  father  ol  hie  Meio^  stood  hoe  m 
his  path,  pale  widi  loag-^tieasured.JDaiiDetT^^JMB  eftm 
iashiag  with  rage  and  the*  sintkipalKKi  of  hnmcidiat^ 
feeveng&  Before  Alibter  daioe  qait&  nesr  to.  tfaennfift^ 
three  long  claynigree  abvady  glcanied  in^bendirajm 
of  the  sinking  sun,  which  omincruely  eedmcd  at^dsft  vrn^ 
meat  to  be  inthdniwia^  hi».  light,  ^om-  th^  ^^vmL>  >  ?  y 
•  «« I>r^w  you  thriae  swords  a^^aiQat  ane'inaii^^endeu 
menr  said  Alaeter,  qiiietlyv  as  ho  laainie  iip.t  -^This 
looks  warlike,  and  aoidewtiBt.  hasty  id'  sudivm  q[iot  ^aa 
this." 

•  ^^Are  there  not  three  of  yoa  io6r>-e«idi6r8iiiach 
Ctofdon,  unrweringiii  GaeUe,  with  a  trioaftphant  seiMrl ; 
^  apd  is  not  Che  greien  sod  as  good  in  one  pftaccL  as  an* 
hther  to  ebttle  a  bittei-  qoajrrel  up^nT 

**'  Tlie  quarrel  is  of  your  seeking,  not  mhie,  CSvtnaeh 
Gordon,'*  said  Alaster;ii^  his  ustml  calm  «oike ;  ^^^andyoii 
wrong  yourself  as  well  as  me^  in  thus  pursBiiig'iiie 
with  a  vengeful  spirit^  for  I  hawe  nerer  injttred  youJ^ 

^*  Hah ! — soever  injured  me !''  repeated  the  old:  man^ 
as  he  exchanged  looks  with  John  of  Leask.  *^  Hear  yoa 
this  insulting  speeeh  of  my  moital  enemiy  ¥-^ut  he  i$ 
h6  true  man,  and  feais  to  in^et  me  oln  a  Aur 'field,  fofafli 
Ids  beast  atid  his  glauinori^;  I 'see  it  now  well,  ^ttd&ii* 
dous  youth,"  c^tttinued  the  reivter.  rismg  in 'wrath, 
•»when  the  devU  with  Whom  you  dea!,iind  whb  has 
hitherto  given  youthe  fictoiy,  deBertdyou'^ioUder  the 
broad  light  df  day,  you  dare  riot  fhce  toie^oa'^ri»'« 
cowardf  •  '     •■'  ''^    >  ■  ••'•'  ''  • 

A  pang  pkssed  thfOtlgh  th^  heart  of  Alslstel>  as  thiil 
hitolerable  exfiression  \his  littered^  and  nk  he  6b»erred 
the  triumphant  sneers  of  the  other  Gordbhs  5  but  hei^ 
membered  his  vow  to  the  gende  Moina,  t^^wSA  TB«t  re- 
eently  inhis  own  tent,  and  felt  the  gold  tokferi  at  his 
breast,  as  if  h  burned  over  his  heart  «*QrUmaeh 
Gordon,"  he  said,  «*  I  am  an  offlcerin'the  ihenrlce  of  my 
country;  I  charge  you  in  the  kiug^  name  to  let  meAhd 
my  fdlawers  pass  to  the  eamp  in  peaces**       - 
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^Mxf  vty  gwd  daymoTO  be  Hidteii  .^T0r  )toy  head, 
«ad  Mfay  I  iM  pRyeUroed  a*  coiirard  like  ycmtB^ii  I 
have  not  a  fall  with  yeu  ei^  ne  j^aiti  on  this  ^eiy  ^oA; 
«ifd  if  r  see  oec'TM-^blaDd  ieekmg  <iii  my  Uada  4his 
fligtvt,  though  my  owb  liHi  shi^uid  he  the  fotfeit  !**>*, 
r  '»^Dkif  iaaii,^>  said  Alastar,  eelemiiiyi  ^I  bear.&om 
you  what  I  would  bear  from  ^*maiik.  ioffBr.yoii.penKee 
mi  ^oticilliattonJ  :  i  c6arge*ryon  fepy^r  ow^n  sAke,. 
whos^  bkiod  I-woaidiuit'wiMiiigiy.Btttil,for  the  saka 
bf -youv  '^«ntlef  erphaii  ^tn^tar,  ui  think  <wb«l  you  do.^ 
'The  meiltiott^of.this  imd^  A»  dbo^db^,  seeing  to 
rouse  the  old  man's  rage  beyandrcnddniBae.  ^  Vilkiiil 
viper!  etoOMfdnslI'^'he  e^oekdmedi  >^Yoii.haT>eetolen 
tiiy  daughter  kwn  meM-Tonihavehewkohed  and.de* 
hdyed  by  ye«^  wts  the  ohildof  flrfy.bDSfMn— dbe  hM 
#ed  frem  me,  and  you  have  mmiBd  he&  .Dramr,  imrfl 
^i)l  {blunge  my  swtwd  to  ifae.  hik  ja<  yeor.  deeeilful 
Inneast.  Here,  Leask!  swear  with  me! — swear  fhpt 
tlie  eatth  <6n  whkfa  we  traad  shall  driidt  the  lAood  of 
0ti»  of  uSt'Or'  ehatt  hide  one  eorpie  iin  its  <dfHrk  womb,  to 
he  made'%o>e«Mi  here.befbrediiB  mni niag  * 

As  BOtoo  as  these  woEds  were  ottered  ^  the  idd  maot 
^e  wihole  three  deetvetalkeni  took  one  step  ^srwaiA 
^aad  looking  vp  to  heairen  with  thenr  saked  blades  tatead 
^Aakyibiey  nesit,  adeonhng  4a  the  Gscik:  cuistom  upon 
•otemn  eeeasioiis,  thrust  ihe  pointa  of  them  together 
faMo  the'eafthat  dieirifeet. 

'  ^^Matster,*'  eaid  Farqlihsiv  aside,  and  eomiag;  fo^> 
*tnupd  with  a  k)oki  06  solemn  eMcitenniem^  Hniy  tdresjAli 
Tede:  this  is  to  be  a  bloody  night  r  I  heard  U)t  death- 
tcreak  aU  day  imsof  the  hills,  and  it  ia^reA  now  tn  my 
cars.  There- am  some  aippoioted  to  1  die 'who  are. hene^ 
«ad  some  whom- we  ^e  not  nown4aut  1  ynH  Utand  bf 
76U  till  the  lastif 
.  **  There's  a  wrsath  eome  aerass  my  een«"  said  Mor- 
tMchv'next,  asd  looking  sbleiiiBlyrtQ^vardsDheisky;  *»  I 
-tee  it  in  the  lifh  <  But  Hi  lose  a&y  life  ia  this!  gleB(<4<ii9 
X  hear  berglory an^  honour  oaM  'a^shsme  w^rH  ^ANm4> 
Here's  my  claymore  forV'^  he  addsdi  drawing,'  ««i4 
Aaafufii  doee  gvls'aMn  olns  ta  the  wild  MMfs^*^ 
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'•^^lA  I  tftke  ymn^ltfe  vith  yotnr  .mm  «wordib the 
^cabtwrdr  cried  GnmiaclH  ignaahing  liiw  leeUi^  aad 
c/tkting  his  point  at  Alastev^.  bieaslk-  ./   '  - 

«  ¥oa  inll  me  this,  Qnkiindi  CXoydottyaad  I  ^l.i«e 
it  too,^  said  Aiastor;  aa.  ba^  delibamtd^  drew  his.  i^l^jr- 
mbte.  ««Btrt  I  see  (httrerwaftedoin  hefove  98^  both, 
imd  &t»  miiat  be  fulfilled^?    '  .   !      < 

•  Aa  their  Uadeai  dosaed,  tike  old  reiver  lovinged 
fMoaaly  at  firat,  but  iaa  if:  auddeifly  reecUeeiUiig  fiNrnter 
trials  of  theaaoieikiiidrhe  JiBSkibiight  with  caution,  aod 
death  and  life aeen&ed.tobe well heliwired^by all Vo> hang 
upon  their  several  exeiftiima.  '':>:. 

^la  it  not  three  tt>>threeT?  said  LeHak^  aavjagely* 
eyinjtf  Alaater's  men.  "'^Though  ye  *re  aemtord  and 
wretches,  yet-here'^  at  you  for  your  masH^a  aake«.and 
Heaven  iieip  the  liiet  of  a  aide  1"  In  another  upetaii  t  th» 
whole aixipecsons  wdre  atruggling  together. in  mortal 
Combat.'-"-     '  -•  •  .    //  i-     "  .  ••         '.••  ...... 

OottRdent  in  :iiis  own  atrangih  sod  deaEfeerily^  and 
ana^ouato  B{iare  the  life  t>f>  the  father*  )of'!:hia.'I\foini^ 
Alaster,  as  formerly,  fought  ^on  dieiddfeaBive«th0.ugh  he 
never  found  hna  old  oiemyeo  vigorous  or  sn  de^rmined 
aS' he  now.  was.^ :  Pursuing  this. mode^he  .uncdtlacoPQely 
rsntsated  a  few  inces  towards  the  tocka.behibd  hin^ 
whjdU/aa  he^  parried  with  some  dtfiieulfi^  the  vigoaoos 
sword  tff  his  opponeni,  his  attention  ;was'  arreeted  by  a 
sudden  cry  from  one  of  the  combatsinia,  and  he  .observed 
Farquhar  drop  in  .agony  on  the  sod^  while  the  savage 
iTeihn  ef  Leask  drew  the. •blade'  o£  Us-Jonj^i^ayinofle 
aiowiy  from-out  the  body  oi  hia  fatthfhlaevvant  The 
shock  of  this  «ight  had  scarceiijr  jpasedy/wheli:  he  fek 
the  same  'stvord  ring  against.  b»  nwni:target|  as. with 
|[>bks  of  tenfdld  ferMtty-  tharwild  wtver.  joiined  his  aina 
in  double  charge  with  that  of  Grumach  ^rdon.  The 
tle^esstty  of  exerdon  now  added  newinerve-iOtthe  urm 
of  the  ywfthg  vifldier,  :and  dashing  at  both  wittt'tekrible 
strong^,  he  by  a  .singie  hnekstrokev  which  almost  cai- 
ried'&e  head  firom  the  shoulders  of'.hiit*new.i)|>pQnent| 
laid  John  of  Leksfe  dead  at'iita  feet^ 
I    The  old  diieftnin  now  -drew  l9«ek>  an  astoniahinenli 
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aad  as  both  fof  an  instaol  took  bi^ath/AIasteir  observed 
Morrmteh  M*Gombicli  grapplmg  with  his  antagouiBi^ 
Uie  Wood  streaming  plentifyiy  firom  his  baf e  kime ;  ami 
as  they  sthiggled,  the  fivraer  tBmfaled  disabled  into  the 
dry  bed  of  the  stream ;  wl^le  the  lattery  resardiess  of 
his  immediate  antagonist,  or  thinkmg  him  dead»  came 
forward  menaeingly;  and  soon  joiiied  his  Tindietire 
sword  to'th^it  of  Gruraach  Qordbn.  >  . 

The  fight  was  agaiii  Jttnawed^  the  two  against  onsi^ 
and  soon  appeared  to  look  serious  to  Al aster,  fohr  his 
climbing  of  the 'hills  all  day  had  iked  him  long  before 
this  combae  was^foroed  .on^himvand  bis  strength  he 
found  oould  not  much  longer  atraii  him  against  ;two 
comparatively  freab  men.  Forced  to  retretil  towards 
the  roek,  he  was  fighting  with  his  back  nenr  it  with 
determined  bravery,  when,  as  he  was  making  a  spxmg 
against  one  of  his  adversaries,  the  attemion  of  all  was 
suddenly  arrested  by  a  acreaalng  cry  frotm  the  height 
above,  and  in  another  instaitf  tlie  quick  footsteps  of 
some  one  descending 'the-  baidc  wens  faeandiiieai^y  be*' 
hind  where  A;laater  siimggled  in  :this  oneqnalhaiiie*  A 
second  pieron^  scream  Mhoed  idovn  the  Jbody.gleoi 
and  inunediatdy  after  .the<dbeathadi  biMk  lof :  sonle^  kiUm- 
faring  siranger  was  vainly,  interposing,  bei^ween.  the 
infuriated  combatants^    "  !> 

«'tFW  mero^s -sake  cease!"  faintly  achiamed  a  third 
lifne  ifae  gsiine  rimi&roioe^  bm  la  the  aagemessiolthe 
atrjfo  ibone  heeniod  ioJainir  it  hutlheamazed  Mm^ 
upon  whose  heart  it  now  struck  so  as  ^mostlo  remkr 
him*  powerksi^  whHe 'the  distraeted  stranger  ia  the 
boiHlet  and  trews  durew  hetsdif  befium  hloi  a:^  if  det4>- 
inAfied'to  veceivie  oh.  her  own  slender  body  the  furious 
blows  desperately  ansed  oA  her  lovers 
.  <« Beware!  cfaseftam,  beware!"  shonled  Alaster,.f]««i 
k  sadden  appreheniio^  as  he  stiuggled  tetribty  in  the 
Whdst  of  the  conlhsiom 

^'Onrseyontwho^eryiMi  are^  that  wsdd.  deprivie 

me  of  my  revengev"  eried  the  infoHatad  (OruttMeh.; 

^^'tM^fJUake  the  sieel-r-'twili  maybe-  herve    you 

both'r  and  at  itiB  same  instansfchjBlosg  tfwoidhMe 

H3 
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)^«B«ed'  shitfeFi^hibBgh  tbe'  fcodyi'of  MoioGa.  Gordon^ 
woundmg:  evmi  hier  iorer  bejrondy  whose  Miy  ^e  thiis 
shielded  witk-  her  own.  .  Anodier  seoond  had  sc^oefy 
pi6sed«  when,  to  i^aster  oaioght  on.hito  left  arm  the 
•kiyng  maiden,  his  other  opponent  taidngadi^atage  of 
this  eij^eotnstaaee^  sfueceeded  in  botying  his  4Swocd  deep 
in  the  exposed  side  of  the  unfiiituaate  yenth^who^  stag* 
gering back, holding Moinain  his- arms^ supported  htm* 
nelf  againat  the  Tockihat  had- frowned  over  thift  fatal 
eeiDbaU'  '••  ..... 

•  ■  "^Hold  memp,  Alastei'-^raydaai:  Ak^teor,  hold  me 
up  tilil  epeak,**  murmurednth^  faint  voioe  of  the  High* 
land  maiden ;  ^siirely  it*waa  not;hy  th«  hand  of  mf 
own  father  that  l  have  received  my  deathy^^^^^nd  she 
tried  ro  stop  with  het  irembling  hand- the  blood  Uuit 
gushed  fromher  bosom. 

A  few*  mom^enis  passed  in  petfeet  silenoe.  as  the  old 
man  stodd  gazing  on  both;  and  alikioBt  ^  gaspiag  for 
breatfi  ftoitA  His  late  despente  exertion;  Somethidg 
mmek  him  however, /in^  the  sodnd  of:th»  last  voieet  and 
drawing  Mar^toigaze  ill  iJbe  £tee'o£ihe:ikQ(]^iiig  maidehi 
si^hangMi^  in : Alaster'^  aims^  and  both  -supported  by 
the' voek,  hii  >ooiMa^cnHii&e  assniiied  an  expnteakn  sneh 
'as^  may  <ntMl  be  described,'  as  iie  >  shouted^  m  xathet 
croaked,  in  an  agony  of  horror,-?-  •  • 

^^Mereyof  beav^'ltirhails  this!:  i8^s>Afoifla:?'my 
4>rpha»«hild;llifoinik,  fk^JUl  hatfiO'SiiAbedwidk  «fy  «iwii 
.kalidSr  jand  'the-old  nlan  /afasdlmdyhofriied  dkmd  in 
lAespniriHg  oonsteinaiaon.:  .*  .;••>.": 

<'t  told  yotf  yon  would  me  this  fatal  da^,Gnimaeh 
-CNifdon^'' said  Ahnter;  faintly^  ^^se^you  what  yon  Jb»y<« 
tixme  to  yoar  mnch^wtoi^eii  child?.  Ittwas  ik^  wIm^ 
forced  by  your  own^mdidtive!  vows  to  adc^  thia/onr 
iseemlyigai-h,  p»evettted:3N»i/fiNihi{oart7>iftg!aa  imse&son- 
able  w^enge  intb'  the.Tery.  campi  ofnJMbolioset  while  I 
have  been  a  constant  peacemaker  JMstmea  yon  ^ani 
ygnrericwtiBB  ^  her.  sake.  .Notv  We  .are  heqii  re- 
;quited,'.for  lour  hearts'  hlotsdmiihgfca  together  on  the 
•green  sod  of  das.  vdlkjf^  trnd- we:  shall  he  buried' to- 
tethei^''^he  added^^stsatning  the  dying  mfMea  to  hi* 
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faoBo^^^'fbun^d  in  <me.gntTe  ki  howak  Gi&atoiwBSU 

aod  lie  •  together  cold  and- quiet-*rfor  this  is  a  sadder 
day  for  yoo^  Grumachi  than  it  is  even  for  us  I" 
'  JSteed  we  dnreU  upon- ihe  petrified  look  q(  the  old 
man,  as  he;  still  gazed  in  tha  blenched  cQuatf^nanoe  of 
his /dying  daughter,  while  all  the  circumstances  of  his 
unquBoehablB  revenge  crowds  upon  his  thoughtSffrom 
tiieiirst  prediction  of  wo.in.th«>cave  within. the  forest 
to  the  impressive  «urse  which  {rose  in  (he.^festive  halt 
of  Braeknar.  As  he  grasped  the  clammy  hand  of  the 
maiden/  hi»  scream  of  sorrow  was  absolutely  heart* 
rendinig. — ^Tben,  when. laying  his  ear  close  to  hex.  face, 
he  beard  her  whisper  of  sincere  forgivei;iQ(Eks«>aiid  ret^t 
-cciivied  Iter .  Douching,  filial  blessing;,  j^  e0!(^Qie4^his  face 
Tritlt  his  bloody  hands,  and  s|,an2pi|ig  ontlie  e^kph  in  th« 
bitterness  of  his  grief,  called  upon  He^vpn  in  its  mercy 
to  strike  hkn  dead. on  the  spot.  .        '      ,  .  .r 

!  '^Alaster,  my  dear-^faithful  feiend,"  ,said  Moin^ 
now  looking  up,  **  bear  me,  if  you  can,  to  ,the  brookt 
'  and  lave  -my  brow  with  the  cold  ^ean^r-for,  oh !  I  tun 
AunV  and  death. is  at  my  heart.,.  Now,,  a}asj  you  ^em 
weak,  too--4)ut  do^not  look. so  sadly  on  m^ — we  aiudX 
fioeet  again. heareaflerr' 

.  He  was  barely  able  to  assist  ihe^  to,th^  brook,  and 
to  lave  her  pale  face  in  the  stream,  while  he  huiig  ovei^ 
her-!  and  ^kissed  hex  .warm  lips ;  then -with,  a  breaking 
heart.  <he  watched  over  her^  aiidboth  their  jiyei^  sei^iVfid 
fast,  ebbing  together*  ,• 

"Embrace  me,  Alaster,.once  more," sh^  whispered^ 
f*  and  bless  me  before  I  die-r-ah  !-^ear — dear  frie^id. — 
alas:!  is  this  to  be  the  end  of  all  our  hopes  and  oiur  love  V* 
.  •  As  the  dying  lovers  thus  communed  togetlier,  tlxe  old 
inan  sat  on  a  stone  near,  waUshing.  both.uijthe  dumb 
BiUpidilty  q[  despairing  grief,  while  the  remaining  reiver 
ran  eaaiA  told,  the  news  to  th^  outer  sentinels  .of  rjtxp 
camp.  The  wounded  Morroifch  neict  crawled  from  the 
bed  of  tlie  stream  where  he. had  for  ^some  xicfke  lain,  and 
startled  the  deep  silence  of  the  narrow  glen  in  whicti 
all  this  was  acted  by  the  howl  of  .bitter,  l^nentationt 
whiah  bjorst  from  )ii.8  w<|rai  heart  on  witnessmg,  the  fj^ta^ 
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df  ho*  booted  ^tpiiuBw  DaikmsBiibwibegaii  te  gadnr 
ever  the  vMey  bb  the  lovers  still  oomfbrted  each  other 
on  the  vei^  of  death ;  bnt  before  the  ftieonlight  had 
fairljr  penetrated  to  the  depths  of  the  glesf  the  etniggliog 
spirit  ef  the  Highland  mauideii  had  fled  for  even 

The  liews  of  the  eatastn^he  having  soon  spead  in 
the  camp,  a  patt3r  of  Highland  gentlemen  instant^ 
proceeded  to  the  pasSf  anxions  for  the  life  of  their 
wave  comrade^  whom  dief  wished  at  onoe  to  eany  to 
his  tent.  Bnt  no  entreaty  could  prevail  on  Alaster  lo 
separate  himself,  whOe  he  oontiniied  to  breathe,  from 
the  b^y  of  his  deceased  love,  and  a  small  sheiiing 
near  received  for  the  present  both  the  living  and  die 
dead.  Here  Ko  lay  l^eside  the  corpee  for  the  remiainder 
of  ih^  night;  but  as  long  as  life  remained  the'nnhappy 
yonth  permted  in  refesing  either  to  aUow  his  wounds 
to  be  dressed  or  to  permit  the  body  of  his  Mbina  to  b^ 
removed  out  of  his  sight,  but  continuing,  while  he  had 
strength,  to  mouiti  over  her,  to  kiss  her  cold  bvow,  and 
fo  talk  to  her  as  if  she  was  still  able  to  hear  hkn,  he 
mormured  constantly  of  meeting  her  m  a  better  worid^ 
witil,  on^the  following  morning,  before  ihe  sun  had 
scattered  the  mists  from  the  top  of  Oaim  Oorin,  his 
ewnspiiii!  had  joined  hers  In  the  dim  mansions  of 
iitemity. 

The  regret,  or  raiher  grief,  even  of  ModrOse  him* 
self,  for  the  loss  of  his  handsome  and  promising  officer, 
he  gave  expression  to  in  some  stanasas  atill  eactant,  said 
to  be  written  by  his  own  hand. 
,  TheHigMandermynowmarch^fr6mS(»a»hreaghan; 
and  ^e  bo^es  of  Alast^  and  of  Mbina  Gk>rdon  were 
carried  back  t&  the  castle  of  Braemar.  >  it  was  a  m6m- 
hig  of  sad  ahdiiflkctlngexeit^meatf'thai,  when  the  cold 
rcfmain^  of  these  two  levers  were  **  Hfted"  amid  a  be- 
wailing croW^  from  «11  the  hilte  round,  to  be  borne  to 
^at  grave  in  whicfh  they  had  desked  to  be  buried  toge* 
ther.  A  Afid  «i^  it  w«s,  and  a  sore  reflection  it 
afibrded  to  all  the  youn^  hearts  then  pitBSent  >-^who  can 
foncy  the  delights' wMdityoel6«ve  misht  bring,  could  its 
coUiBc;  ever  iii  this  Woiid»  be  ^9ip«cted  tonml  sntoofh  I--* 
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and  the  piercing  scream  of  the  loud  coronach  of  sorrow, 
and  the  wild  and  affecting  strains  of  the  bagpipes,  as 
the  bodies  were  carried  up  the  strath  of  the  Dee  to  the 
lonely  burying-ground  of  Cronan,  had  such  eflect  on  the 
mountaineer  m^titude,  that  cailach  or  maiden,  whoever 
heard  it,  never,  it  is  said,  could  forget  it  more. 

All  that  further  belongs  to  our  legend — besides  the 
well-known  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Montrose — ^is,  that 
Morrouch  M'Oombich,  having  partially  recovered  of  liis 
wounds,  was  afterward  killed  in  the  bloody  field  of  Kil- 
syth, in  the  Lowlands.  As  for  the  wretched  Grumach 
Gordon,  the  cause  of  this  whole  tragedy,  become  quite 
deranged  from  grief  and  remorse,  he  lived  for  some 
time,  more  like  a  wild  beast  than  a  man,  among  tlie 
goats  and  the  eagles  in  the  fastnesses  of  Blair  Athol ;  and 
now,  when  many  high  names  of  the  time  have  long  been 
forgotten,  the  tragical  tale  of  the  brave  forester  and  his 
Highland  maiden  is  still  told  or  sung,  with  tears  and 
moralizing,  among  the  solitaiy  glens  of  Braemar. 
16 
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THE  PAINTER. 

A  SICHLUN  TAUB. 
BT  JOHN  OALT. 


^Mlne  brnionr  to  my  lift;  botli  grow  In  one; 
Take  booou  flram  me,  «nd  mj  life  is  done." 


Aboitt  a  league  distant  on  the  left  side  of  the  road 
which  leads  from  Naples  to  Salerno  stand  tlie  ruins  of 
a  considerable  villa.  The  gardens  had  beep  formed  in 
terraces  on  Uie  mountain  behind ;  the  walls  of  them 
still  exist,  and  the  spacious  stairs  by  ^i^ch  they  were 
severally  connected  are  proofs  that  it  liad  been  once 
the  abode  of  taste  and  opulence.  On  the  higher  garden, 
a  copious  spring  gushes  out  from  the  earth,  and  descends 
into  the  yalley,  leaping  from  terrace  to  terrace,  and  dif- 
fusing, as  it  descends,  a  fresh  and  beautiful  verdure 
along  the  margin  of  its  whole  course.  The  peasants 
of  the  neighbourhood  say,  that  a  fountain,  ornamented 
with  statues,  formerly  stood  where  the  spring  now  issues, 
and  that  the  water  was  brought  under  ground  in  pipes 
from  a  small' lake  among  the  Mils — ^perhaps  it  still  comes 
m  that  manner,  but  however  this  may  be,  few  situations 
have  been  chosen  with  a  happier  respect  for  the  local 
genius.  « 

This  once  delightful  mansion  oridnally  belonged  to 
the  Dellochi  family,  and  was  the  favourite  residence 
of  the  last  count  of  the  race,-»a  nobleman  possessed 
of  many  defiant  accomplishments  and  amiable  qualitiesi' 
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He  had  visited  England,  and  was  mach  attached  to 
the  subjects  and  the  manners  of  that  nation.  His  honse 
was  open  in  consequence  to  the  English  travellers,  and 
when  any  of  the  friends  he  had  known  in  Liondon 
visited  Bellavista,  as  the  villa  was  called,  no  limit  was 
set  to  his  hospitality^  He  accompanied  them  himself 
to  the  numerous  monuments  or  antiquity  between 
pGBstum  and  the  metropolis,  as  well  as  to  the  wonders 
of  Vesuvius,  and  the  reikis  of  the  exhumated  cities, 
and  he  deservedly  became  celebrated  alike  for  his 
munificence,  his  eloquence,  and  friend^ip. 

One  day,  a  large  party  of  gentlemen,  among  whom 
were  several  of  his  most  esteemed  English  friends, 
were  received  by  the  count  with  his  customary  kind« 
ness.*  He  bad  but  that  day  returned  from  Sicily,  where 
he  had,  a  few  months  before,  married  a  lady  of  noble 
birth  and  extraordinary  beauty.  His  house  had  not 
yet  been  opened  for  the  reception  of  his  friends,  but 
8^1  he  was  so  delighted  with  the  stran^rs,  ihat,  not- 
Withslandii^  the  want  of  preparation,  he  invited  them 
to  remain,  pponssing,  as  an  inducement,  that  although 
from  the  ccodditioQ  of  his  own  househc^,  he  could  not 
^commodate  them  with  beds,  he  would  himddf  ride 
with  them,  to  a  monastery  on  the  road  to  Naples,  and^ 
by  his  influenee  with  the  frian>»<^8ecure  them  a  hospitable 
reception  there. 

It  happened  in  the  evening,  that  on  reaching  the  cobh 
vent,  sevecalo&er. travellers,  bound  for  Pcestum,  had 
seught  lodgings  for  the  night,  and  the  cowot's.  friends 
could  not  be  reeeived  as  he  had  expected.  To  ligbten 
the  lohagrin  of  di8ap)>omtment,  he  ^eeordkig}y  at  once 
resolved  to  accompany  them  to  Naples,  and  sent  bade 
his  servant  Francesco  to  the  rviUa,  U>  apprize  the 
eountess  of  his  intuition,  and  not  to  ejipect  him  that 
night 

It  was  near  midnight  before  Francesco  reached  the 
villa;  the  other  servants,  being  fatigued  with  the  day's 
hard  labour,  in  bringing  the  luggagtd  from  the  vessel 
which  had  brought  them  from  Palermo,  and  with  the 
unexpected  httstto  occasioned,  by  the  stiangers,  were 
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til  ftrie6p  when  he  armed,  and  he  was  in  consequeoee 
obliged  to  let  himself  in  by  a  window. 

On  almost  any  •  other  occasion  this  would  not  have 
happened ;  for  this  count  had  in  his  service  a  Sicihaa 
painter,  Salmano,  who  was  employed  in  decorating 
some  of  the  chambers^^a  man  of  rare  gifts,  and  who 
had  a  particular  taste  for  watching  the  tints  and  shadows 
of  the  moonlight  for  suggestions  in  his  profession.  But 
he  too,  being  this  night  exhausted  and  weary,  had  fore- 
gone his  nightly  vigils.  Nor  was  it  a  circumstance  to 
attract  notice,  for  he  was  a  man  advanced  in  life,  of  a 
pale  and  slender  appearance,  indicative  of  some  con*- 
stitutional  infifmity.  It  was,  indeed,  a  wonder  among 
the  domestics  how  one  so  evidently  of  a  feeble  frame 
could,  night  after  night,  pass  so  many  cold  and  solitary 
hours  studying  the  glimpses  of  the  moon  on  the  land- 
scape,  or  the  shadows  of  the  statues  in  the  gailer]^ . 

Before  daybreak  old  Agatha,  who  had  been  the  nurse, 
and  was  the  favourite  attendant  of  the  countess,  was 
suddenly  roused  by  her  lady  coming  into  her  apartment 
in  the  wildest  and  most  distracted  manner.  She  was 
still  undressed ;  her  long  hair  fell  in  loose  tresses  on 
her  shoulders.  She  borie  a  lamp  in  her  right  hand,  and 
shook  her  left,  and  gazed  as  if  she  had  come  from  some 
frightful  discovery. 

Agatha  was  awaked  by  her  entrance,  but  astonish- 
ment at  the  sight  before  her  rendered  her  unable  to 
speak,  and .  she  lay  looking  at  the  countess,  who  ex- 
claimed with  the  voice  of  agony, — 

'*  I  fear — I  fear^— yet  cannot  I  give  utterance  to  the 
horror.  I  blush  like  a  guilty  wretch,  and  yet  in  what 
of  shathe  have  I  been  guilty— liave  I  but  dreamed  I  O 
Heaven !  drive  from  me  the  imagmation  with  which  I 
am  beset." 

Agatha,  terrified  at  these  exclamations,  raised  her 
self,  and  entreated  her  lady  to  be  composed,  and  not  to 
repine  too  much  at  the  absence  of  her  lord. 
•  ^  He  will,"  said  she,  "•  be  here  by  times  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  you  must  not  think  of  this  frolic  in  that  way. 
I  heseeeh  you*  mv  dear  ladv*  to  be  caloi.    .Though  the 
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0Mmt  w«re  dead  you  eoidd  not  be  in  greeler  «ffie« 
tion." 

««To  me  be  is  dead,"  cried  llie  cooDtefie;  «*to  me 
ke  is  lost— «iid  I  am  lost.  Call  up  the  housdMd, — I 
am  nov  yet  mad." 

Wkh  these  wM  woide  she  hastened  back  to  her 
apartment^  and  Agatha,  trembling,  dressed  hereof,  a&d 
went  to  eall  the  servants ;  but  when  she  reached  the 
Ianding-]:dace  of  the  great  stairs,  she  found  Frauoesoo 
standing  there,  as  if  he  had  been  vatehmg. 

<*  How  does  the  countess  !"  he  iaquiredf  with  a  con* 
fident  look,  which,  however,  Agatha  did  not  obeenre 
particularly  at  the  moment,  but  replied,— 

^She  is  woftiUy  sad;  it  is  very  strange  that  she 
should  be  so  sad — ^where  is  the  count  V* 

*^He  is  gone,"  said  Francesoo,  **on  to  Naples,  and 
sent  me  back  to  tell  ^  countess.     Does  she  suspect  f 

*^  How !"  cried  Agatha,  surprised  at  the  cunning  leei 
of  the  fellow,  **  what  shoidd  she  suspect!" 

**  I  could  not  inform  her,"  replied  Francesco,  con* 
ftisedly ;  "  she  was  asleep." 

*'  Asleep,  Francesco !     How  knew  you  that  V* 

*^  She  made  no  answer  when  I  knocked  at  her  door.'^ 

*•  Knocked !     Did  you  dare  disturb  her  ?" 

A  momentary  shudder  shook  the  whcde  frame  of  old 
Agatha,  and  she  looked  with  a  curious  ausfocion  at 
Francesco,  who  said,  in  evident  embanrassmentt-*— 

**  Why  do  you  look  at  me  in  that  manner  ?  Peiliapa 
she  did  not  hear." 

^  She  must  have  heard  you-'-audacioiis  l^— but  why  is 
she  in  such  distress  V*   ' 

*'  Is  she  distressed  t"  replied  Francesco.  ^  Do  yon 
Aien  diink  she  will  be  angry  when  ehe  sees  me  ?  The 
door  was  open,  and  I  thought  she  knew  my  voice." 

*•  Dared  you  to  enter  t" 

"In  tnitl),  Agatha,  I  did.^  And,  in  ttayiag  these 
words,  Francesco  hastfly  descended  the  staif  s  in  evident 
terror  and  alarm.  Agatha  remained  immoiveable,  and| 
bursting  into  tears,  exclaimed,-*-* 

^TlMre  is  soiKie  mystery.^ honiMe  mjaury,    Qhl 
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eoiild  she  be*<*«  lady  ao  ehaBte,*80  ^lOitBmg  in  love 
to  her  lord." 

She  was  intenmpted  bj  Salmsn^^  the  painter,  vho 
at  this  moment  entered,  and  to  whom  she  said  brisklj^ — 

^  What  seek  jou  here  f-^his  is  about  the  time  you 
%«Te  wont  to  go  to  bed*" 

^  I  have  risen  to  see  the  dawn,**  replied  the  artist. 
^  Last  night  I  was  fatigued,  and  early  went  to  sleep. 
But  go  10  your  lady — she  is  very  ilL" 

**  She  only  grieves  that  the  couitf  has,  so  thought- 
lessly, not  returned  ;**  and  she  looked  eagerly  at  Sal- 
maao. 

**.Hae  nothing  else  happened  to  her?^ 

^Do  you  then  think  ^ac  she  has  some  otbeir  caus^ 
for  sorrow  ?** 

**  I  hope  no  other :  hue  she  looks  as  one  that  I  should 
give  ducats  to  have  for  my  model  as  Lucretia,  escaped 
from  Tarquin.* 

**  Her  grief  is  natural.  The  &rst  ni^  in  a  strange 
land  to  be  so  deserted  I" 

'*  No,  no ;  it  comes  of  a  deeper  wound." 

"  Why  think  you  so  T  sighed  Agatha. 

♦•The  painter's  skiH,"  replied  the  artist,  "m- 
siructs  him  to  discern  the  mind  in  the  face.  I  nev^ 
saw  her  in  such  anguish  before.  It  may,  however,  be  as 
you  say.  But  tell  Francesco  to  come  to  me  betisaes. 
The  day  is  beginning  to  dawn,  and  I  want  him  in 
my  study.  The  fellow  has  a  lascivious  look,  with  such 
a  sober  air,  that  he  assists  my  fancy,  as  I  am  painting 
Susannah  and  the  Elders — he  is  an  elder.'' 

Agatha  made  no  answer,  but  with  sadness  in  her 
eyes  left  him,  and  the  painter  went  to  his  study ;  soon 
flAer  Francesco,  as  desired,  entered. 

^  How  now  !"  said  Salmano,  '*  you  keep  me  idling." 

Francesco,  with  suUeaness,  replied,-*- 

**  I  am  not  hired  to  be  a  Jewish  priest-^  have  any 
fltastei^s  business." 

••  He  said  that  when  I  ivanted  yott,  all  yottr  other 
^ties  should  be  suspended." 

*f  But  I  lave  business  in  JNaples." 
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'    "Doesiiot  the  iM>unt  return  thumonungr 

*'  How  should  I  know  T 

Salinsmo  Idoked  at  him  steudiiy  for  nearlj  a  miimte^ 
and  then  said,-— 

**  You  have  a  masterly  oommand  of  yourself.  Hut, 
fellow,  there  is  trouble  and  fear  ia  your  eye;  what 
guih  have  you  committed  ?  what  have  you  done,  that 
your  presumptuous  hopes  may  not  yet  be  concealed!*' 

•*  You  amaze  me,  sir,"  replied  Francesco  with  awe. 

The  painter  laid  down  liis  easd  from  his  thumb,  and 
taking  up  his  hat,  said, — 

"  I  am  here  but  professionally,  and  am  not  of  a  pry- 
ing disposition;  but  you  have  done,  or  I  nustake 
much,  some  guilty  deed,  to  whidi  some  wild  hope  is 
attached." 

With  these'  words  he  walked  into  the  garden,  and 
before  Francesco  had  time  to  recollect  himself,  Agatha 
came  into  the  room,  saying,  ''  I  thought  Salmaoo  waa 
here."-  At  these  words  Francesco  stepped  forwards, 
and  taking  her  by  the  wrist  said  in  a  whisper, — 

^'  I  do  not  like  that  painter." 

"No!" 

"  If  we  were  in  some  secret  place,  I  could  tell  you 
something,  Agatha." 

«Wrfl." 

**  Agatha,  you  are  knowing,  observant,  and  prudent ; 
but  i  wish  we  were  in  some  room  less  exposed*  How 
did  the  paintei^  look  when  you  saw  him  first?" 

"  He  deplored  tjic  grief  of  the  countess." 

"  He  wiis  not  stirring  when  I  returned.  Artists  are 
men  of  ftubtle  craft.  When  I  returned  last  night,  I 
went  to,  my  lady's  room — ^ 

•*  Daring  shame — ^I  told  her  so  I" 

'*How  did  she  look  when  yon  told  her?" 

"  Like  Paulina,  in  the  picture  there,  when  told  that 
fattr  lover  was  not  the  god  Anubis." 

"  It  may  be  good,  Agatha,  for  the  painter  to  turn  oin 

ine.    These  men  of  art  do  other  things  at  night  than 

.  catch  moonlight  shadows ;   but  be  cautious :"  and  h^ 

suddenly  left  the  apartment,  while  Agatha,  m  great  per- 
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fiadXfi  smid  aloud  to  tier8<ilf«  after  thinking  some  timer-* 
^  My  fears  first  fell  on  him ;  he  is  of  that  eoin}dezio]i, 
and  i  have  seen  him  looking  httem|>erate)y  at  her.  Sal- 
maBO,  too,  but  uoc  like  him--here  in  his  study  she  may 
be  seen  among  his  goddesses ;  and  when  he  looks  at 
her  the  most  ardently  it  is  as  a  student  pondering  over 
his  book.  I  should  as  soon  expect  to  see  him  lidded 
with  Diana ;  but  the  rank  look  of  yon  insinuating  wolf 
makes  eonvicdon,  even  in  my  doubts.** 
»  By  this  time  the  household  were  all  afoot,  and  some 
remarkable  apprehension  appeared  to  infeet  them  all 
with  distrbst  of  each  other.  The  painter  was  deeply 
itfeeted;  he  could  not  resume  his  peucil«  but  walked 
alone  in  the  garden  and  shunned  every  body.  Agadia 
noticiftg  him  feom  the  window,  went  to  him  and  said, — 

''You  were  not  fi»rraerly  inclined  to  walk  ia  the 
garden.  Days  are  not  your  time  of  study;  but  you 
walk  too  much  in  the  night  Night  is  the  season  of 
[^eep,  and  none  trespass  on  its  lonely  hours  but  ^se 
afflicted  with  goih  or  love.** 

'  «*My  profession,'*  replied  the  painter,  ''requires  that 
I  should  study  the  varieties  of  light  and  shade.** 

"  Cannot  y^  then,  be  eonteht  with  sunshine  f* 

"It  is  my  taste,  Agatha;  my  genius  pion^ts  me  to 
study  the  moonlight.'* 

"What  is  that  genius,  signor?  I  hear  of  hj  but 
none  in  the  house  can  tell  me  what  it  is.'* 

"It  may  not  be  easily  explained,*'  replied  the  artist; 
"  but  some  have  a  keener  relish  of  one  thing  more  than 
of  another  than  their  neighbours.  Some  are  chimed 
by  the  ear,  and  some  by  the  eye.  The  senses  are  the 
gates  of  the  mind,  and  genius  enters  by  the  most  fre-> 
qoented,  or  that  which  is  best  conBtructed.** 

Agatha  paused  thoughtfully;  for  though  tiged,  A^ 
was  shrewd  and  wary.     She  'then  sakl, — 

"  Genius,  then,  makes  men  prone  to  find  and  to  seize 
their  means  of  enjoyment,  and  as  you  forego  your  rest 
to  hunt  midnight  shadows,  or  rise  in  company,  forget* 
ifaig  who  may  be  presei^  and  bid  a  fair  lady  bend  her 
bftad  i^ant,  as  she  would  look  firom  a  picture; 
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Other,  by  the  difference  of  his  genius^  would  eqtla^y 
rWithout  deooruna,  seize  on  liis  means  of  pleasure.*' 

•  **  You  are  wonderfully  inetafkhysioal,"  said  Salmano; 
*«  I  did  not  think  you  were  so  much  of  a  philosoj^n 
But  why  are  you  so  suddenly  changed,  and  so 
earnestly  r 

Agatha,  without  noticing  his  question,  inquired,  se^ 
liously — 

*'How  came  you  to  be  stirring  this  morning  at  two, 
and  yet,  when  I  met  you  at  daybreak,  you  said  that  you 
had  but  just  risen  ?" 

**  I  told  you,"  replied  Salmano,  "  the  truth!'? 

^Was  ever  such  a  jobbery  committed  T  cried 
Agatha,  with  an  accent  of  grief. 

•  ^  Am  I  suspected  of^a  tl^ft  T'  replied  the  painter. 

•*  O  !  no,  it  was  not  done  byryou — ^I  could  pawn  ray- 
self  for  your  integrity;"  and  she  instantly  quitted  the 
astonished  artist  and  fled,  in  tears,  into  the  house.- 
Soon  afier  Francesco  came  into  the  garden ;  he  had 
plainly  no  business  there ;  but  he  sou^t  the  painter* 
who,  on  ip&nxivmg  him,  went  straight  towards  him,  and 
said,  severely, — 

**  A  crime  has  been  committed  last  night  l" 

^l  know  it,"  replied  Francesco.  *^Do  you  blame 
me?" 

^Are  you  afraid,  mannerless  dog,  that  I  should? 
But,  if  1  could  persuade  the  world  of  my  skill,  there 
would  not  be  wanting  evidence  to  do  so — ^the  forehead 
mark  is  plam  upon  you," 

*'  Shall  I  be  ruined  l^  your  fancies?" 

The  painter,  indignant  at  hearing  his  art  so  txm- 
temned,  said,  witli  greater  energy, — :  -     .^ 

*'  Lewd  epicure,  it  is  not  for  (hee  to  know  the 
scrutinyof  the  painter — ay,  or  the  holy  purposes  to 
which  his  art  may  minister.  The  painter's  pencil  can 
teach  like  the  poet's  pen ;  and  feelings,  faithfuUy  limned, 
instruct  the  nund,  and  improve  the  heart.  Go,  menial ; 
go  and  be  punished." 

Francesco  was  thunderstruck,  and  ^lunk,  abashed, 
from  his  presence.     Soon  a£k^  the  countess  sent  kat 
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the  painter,  and  as  he  entered  the  house  he  met  her 
confessor  coining  from  her.  He  "would  have  spoken 
to  the  priest,  but  the  old  man  was  in  tears,  and  turned 
from  him.  On  approaching  the  countess,  he  found  her 
seated  aioue,  in  sublime  serenity — a  passion  of  sorrow 
that  could  only  take  expression  in  a  calm — a  calm  like 
the  stillness  of  death. 

*'  I  pray  you,  Salmano,  take  the  command  of  this  ill 
fated  mansion ;  place  sentinels  at  the  gate, — men  you  can 
trust.  Let  no  one  pass  till  my  lord  returns.  See  that 
Francesco  do  not  escape.  O,  serpent !  that  could  so 
invade  the  Eden  of  my  wedded  faiUi.  I  can  no  more  !** 
and  with  these  words  she  stabbed  herself,  and  instsmtly 
expired ! 

A  terrific  cry  from  Salmano  brought  many  of  the  ser- 
Tants  into  the  room,  and  among  them  Francesco.  To 
him  the  painter  solemnly  said,  '*  Her  heavenly  ^irit  is 
away  like  a  poor  frightened  bird,  appealing  to 'the 
heavens  agamst  the  hand  that  plimdered  its  early  nest. 
Rouso  thee,  thou  wretch  I  there  is  no  vision  here!** 
More  he  would  have  added ;  but  in  that  moment  Fran- 
cesco seized  the  dagger,  and  pausing,  as  if  he  hoped 
some  one  would  arrest  his  hand,  plunged  it,  disap- 
pointed, into  his  own  heart. 
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LAIDLAWS  AND  THE  SCX)TTS. 

▲  BORDSR  TRADITION* 

BY  THE  ETTRICfK  SH^PHERB. 

CHAPTER  L 

TM0rMft*,flilenrMtf.' 
Vtm  AnnadalB  baogbt  to  Tltorton  tuF, 
Set  your  Itacks  unto  tbe  wa', 
BalM  your  braods  an'  twnf  dMm  t% 
Tlien  drive  tlMir  cattle  fVaa  tbe  ebaw-r- 
TbiflTea  a%  tbtanreaa*^— Ser<qw. 

It  f»  well  known  tfaiough  all  the  south  of  Scodaad 
that  there  was  once  a  powerful  clan  of  die  surname  of 
Laiflaw,  settled  in  tjle  upper  parts  of  Teviotdale,  about 
the  sources  of  the  river  Borthwick,  Craik  was  their 
chief  place  of  abode,  but  they  had  likewise  all  the  land 
In  its  vicinity,  which  they  held  of  Scott  of  Branxbolm, 
on  a  curious  tenure,  sdll  preserved  by  one  of  4heif 
descendants,  of 

«  Twonty  atotia,  twenty  ateria. 
Twenty  domperia,  twenty  deria, 
Twenty  ooggavia,  twenty  roari% 
Twenty  men  aU  the  yeria." 

And  for  this  they  were  to  have  in  possession,  from  year 
to  year,  as  long  as  this  modey  rental  was  paid, 


«  Att  tlie  Cralk  and  (MbUe  Law, 

BvURii ^  **-*»-»- — 

OraiTa 
WoifC- 
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Rigg  and  Metishawe, 
f9  Hope  and  Borrya-baila, 
r  Clench  and  KaiphiU-abeelab 
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Whh  lefe  to  hum,  and  lefe  to  brewt, 

Lefe  to  delfe,  and  lefe  to  plew, 
Lefe  to  sieUe,  and  le&  to  strayue, 

But  never  lefe  to  glf  agayn." 

This  is  written  in  a  sort  of  pass-book — ^that  being  the  -^ 
only  lease  given  or  required, — and  on  it  there  are  many  '^ 
subsequent  markings  quite  unintelligible ;  ^ut  there  is  a 
codicil  with  a  date  of  1537,  bearing,  that  instead  of 
twenty  men  tabe  atahe  laird's  call  every  d^j  of  the 
year,  they  were  to  have  fifty  men  at  three  days'  warn- 
ing. Of  this  curiousL  document  I  have  no  copy,  but  it 
proves  that  the  Laidlaws  were  a  clan  of  cohsiderable 
power  at  that  time,,  and  every  family  of  ,the  name  in 
Scotland  can  trace  their  origin  from  Craik,  or  its 
vicinity,  to  this  day.  Of  their  final  ejection  from  that 
place  there  remains  among-  the  people  the  following 
tradition : — 

The  Laidlaws  were  known  to  be  a  subordinate  clan, 
brought  and  sustained  there  by  the  lairds  of  Buccleuch. 
Of  course  they  acknowledged  no  other'  chief.  But  they 
had  always  a  head  of  their  own  name  who  led  them  to 
the  field.  It  appears  that  for  ages  this  chiePs  name 
continued  to  be  William ;  and  it  is  generally  still  the 
iiame  of  the  eldest  sons,  or  elder  branches  of  families. 

Well,  it  happ^ied  in  the  course  of  a  grea^  e$st^ 
border  feud  that  one  of  these  Williaais,  the  captain  of 
the  Laidlaws,  slew  a  lady  with  \na  omn  band  who  waa 
making  her  escape  with  the  Umaiky  hour.  It  wa3  a  rash 
deed,  done  in  a  moment,  and  dearly  Depented.  Tho 
Bttortally-woanded  lady  toraed  her  dying  eyes  upon  her 
ruthless  assassin,  proclaimed  a  curse  and  woful  doom 
upon  him,  and  from  4hat  moment  Laidlaw's  peace  of 
miad  was  gone  for  ever.  He  was  a  man  advanced  in 
years,  having  several  grown  sons  and  daughters ;  and 
on  the  very  day  of  his  return  home  to  Craik  he  resigned 
Ihe  lesader's  «wQrd  and  casque  to  hid  son  William,  testi- 
fying his  resolution  of  living  a  life  of  humility  and  re- 
pentance. It  was  in  vain  that  his  sons  and  brethren 
represented  to  him  that  it  was  the  chance  of  war  to  a 
mortal  enemy,  who  had  slain  a  number  of  their  owa 
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Hear  felattons;  he  ozdy  answered  them  hj  intenuil 
groans,  and  beckoning  to  be  left  in  silence. 

A  i^rt  time  after  this,  as  Laidlaw  was  walking  at 
even,  down  by  the  partings  of  Borthwick,  he  perceived 
a  lady  coming  from  his  own  house  towards  him,  with  a 
babe  in  her  arms.  He  did  not  like  her  appearance,  for 
she  came  towards  him  with  such  a.  slow  and  stately 
gait;  and  therefore  he  changed  his  course,  and  todk 
anoLher  road  home.  He  walked  up  the  side  of  the 
bum  where  it  joins  the  river,  but  again  perceiving  her 
meeting  him  there  he  tjomed  downward,  and  took  a 
road  that  lay  between  two  £elds  of  corn.  In  the  mean 
time  she  glided,  across  the  field,  and  advanced  to  meet 
him  on  that  path  likewise. 

-  Laidluw  did  not  exactly  like  to  make  a  break  through 
the  corn  for  fear  of  a  woman,  though  he  felt  a  strong 
disposition  to  do  so ;  he  therefore  put  on  a  resolution, 
and  met  her.  When  she  came  nigh,  she  beckoned  to 
him,  as  one  who  wished  to  be  addressed ;  but  when  he 
looked  at  her,  he  saw  that  he  looked  upon  the  face  of 
a  corpse.  He  saw  the  wound  upon  her  breast,  and 
then  he  knewlier;  >and  the  babe  appeared  to  be  dead 
also.  This  was  too  much  for  the  old  man.  He  tried 
to  move  off,  but  could  do  nothing  but  stumble  and  fall ; 
and  constantly  as  he  lifled  his  eyes  towards  home,  he 
perceived  her  before  him,  till  at  last,  losmg  all  power, 
he  wrapped  his  hi^ad  in  liis  plaid  and  threw  himself 
down ;  and  in  that  position  he  was  found  by  his  sons, 
abojQt  midnight,  quite  insensible. 

He  told  thc^m  next  day  what  he  had  seen,  assuring 
them  that  his  end  was  nigh  at  hand,  he  having  had  a 
visit  from  beyond  the  grave ;  and  he  charged  all  his 
pons,  leaving  it  as  a  command  to  them  and  theirs  for 
ever,  never  to  lift  a  hand  against  either  a  woman  or  child, 
whatever  might  be  the  motive  or  provocation.  Sacredly 
was  this  precept  kept  by  the^  Laidlaws,  and  many 
pleasant  instances  are  there  on  record  of  their  exer- 
tions in  behalf  of  their  vow.  But  at  this  time  old 
liaidlaw's  horrors  were  but  beginning ;  for  his  state  of 
mind  became.su(^,  that  he  was  never  left  alone,  either 
12 
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by  day  ot  t^tf  but  this  apparition  of  the  lady  aadt 
child  appeared  to  Mm ;  and  at  length,  when  kept  coh". 
stantly  in  society,  it  aj^ared  to  tiaose  that  were  with 
him  as  well  as  himself.  It  was  now  judged  by  ali 
fcquisite  to  speak  to  the  phantom,  but,  strange  as  it  may 
appear,  not  one  of  the  clan  ever  could  muster  reaolu* 
tion  at  the  moment  to  do  it,  tQl  the  old  goodwife  of 
Craik  did  it  herself,  asking  the  lady,  in  the  name  of  the 
Most  Hi^  what  was  her  business  with  her  and  her 
household  ? 

*«I  must  go  wher^  t  am  ecminiisaioBed,  and  do  as  I 
am  bid,''  said  the  phantom* 

•*HaTe  you  any  thing  to  tell  usT  said  the  goodwife^ 
fearfully. 

"Yes,**  said  the  apparition,  *•  I  have  to  inlmrm  yoor 
husband  there,  who  thinks  he  has  left  the  lands  of  Ox* 
nam  and  Kail  without  an  heir,  and  without  an  iidiabifc* 
ant,  that  in  spite  of  all  he  hath  done,  these  lands  shall 
still  be  possessed  by  the  rightful  owners.  And  while 
he  thinks  the  Laidlaws  are  secure  in  their  ample  poa« 
sessions,  I  have  to  inform  him  that  ere  the  fourdi  gene* 
ration  from  himself  pass  away,  there  shall  not  be  one 
of  the  name  lefl  in  their  present  habitations." 

•*  WeH,  the  will  of  the  I.ord  be  done  r  said  the 
goodwife.     «*  And  who  is  to  effect  thisf* 

w  I  will  eflfect  it,"  said  the  apparition,  lifting  her  pale 
hand,  and  shaking  it  terrifically  in  the  view  of  the  old 
woman ;  and,  having  done  this,  she  ghded  away,  not  by 
the  door,  but  into  the  closet  where  the  old  couple  tH&p^ 
From  that  day  forth,  though  the  lady  and  child  were 
reported  to  have  been  eceasionally  seen,  yet  her  visits 
were  neither  so  frequent  nor  obvious ;  but  no  Laidlaw 
durst  ever  more  enter  that  closet.  Even  the  goodwife^ 
with  all  her  courage,  durst  never  follow  the  spirit  into 
that  recess,  and  as  they  believed  it  still  to  be  an  inhabit- 
ant of  the  house,  their  minds  were  so  much  overpowered 
with  awe  that  they  left  it  altogether,  removing  to  the 
place  where  the  farm-house  at  present  stands. 

This  singiilar  event,  to  which  it  is  now  the  fashion  td 
Mbse  h^xfi^  at  aH  evrais  served  to  iinbcie  the  character 
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of  the  Laidlaws  with  a  tinge  of  supe^tioo,  deepening 
the  sombre  hues  even  of  that  age  of  imaginary  terrors. 
Their  character,  as  warriors,  was  a  little  marked  with 
ferocity,  but  invindble  bravery  and  determination  none 
coald  deny  to  them ;  but  in  aU  that  related  to  beings  of 
a  sopematural  order  they  ultimately  became  the  slaves 
of  alarm  and  distraction,  and  by  degrees  there  was 
scarcely  a  dell  in  all  their  remote  glens  that  was  not 
believed  to  be  the  haunt  of  some  particular  spirit,  or 
even  of  whole  hcnrdes  of  them ;  and  a  woman  with  a 
cliild  in  her  arms  would  at  any  time,  even  at  noonday, 
have  caused  a  Laidlaw  to  turn  out  of  his  way. 

ShcMlly  after  the  period  that  the  above-narrated 
event  happened,'  a  bellandine,  or  reiving  expedition, 
was  proclaimed  by  the  laird,  and  fifty  Laidlaws  hastened 
to  his  standard.  To  the  great  joy  of  the  clan,  old  Will 
went  at  the  head  of  the  Laidlaws  once  more ;  but,  as 
will  appear  in  the  sequel,  this  proved  a  dear  reiving  to 
them.  The  m^  having  mustered  with  considerable 
strength,  they  set  forth  against  the  rebel  Douglas, 
when  a  most  desperate  engageiAent  occurred  at  a  place 
called  Kirkmyllie.  The  Laidlaws  were  led  by  the 
laird^s  eldest  son,  a  young  knight  of  great  bravery. 
They  formed  his  right-hand  troop,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fray  they  broke  in  upon  the  Angus  men  with 
such  fury,  that  they  could  not  be  supported  by  the  rest 
of  the  army,  until  they  were  surrounded,  and  a  great 
number  of  them  cut  off.  Sir  John  Johnston,  Buccleuch*s 
brother-in-law,  came  up  first  to  the  rescue,  but  he  came 
too  late.  His  brave  nephew  had  fallen.  Elliot  of 
Lariston  had  also  fallen,  as  well  as  old  William  of  Craik 
himself,  with  one-half  of  his  whole  company.  The 
latter  wrought  such  prodigies  of  desperate  valour  that 
jday,  and  appeared  so  reckless,  that  it  was  manifestly 
Ids  wish  to  fall  on  the  field  of  fame,  and  yet  to  sell  his 
life  as  dear  as  he  could.  He  was  buried  on  the  same 
field,  with  thirteen  of  his  kinsmen  on  either  hand,  but  I 
h8.ve  never  yet  been  able  to  discover  where  this  field  of 
Kirkmyllie  is  situated. 

FmI  as  this  intrepid  onset  piov^  to  the  heroes  that 
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made  the  assainlt,  h  had  the  effect  of  tomiiif  the 
dajr  completely  against  the  Doug^aaes.  The  shock 
that  it  gave  their  left  wing  was  so  rapidly  followed  up 
by  the  Johmtons,  that  it  was  broken  ere  ever  BuccleiK^ 
1^  begun  the  attack  on  the  other,  and  the  Douglases 
were  put  down  with  great  slaughter.  The  knight  of 
Buccleuch  received  great  praise  from  his  sovereign  for 
this  exploit,  and  also  extensive  grants  of  land,  which 
were  far  better ;  and  as  the  Laidlaws  had  suffered  so 
severely  with  his  beloved  son,  they  became  greater 
favourites  than  ever.  Their  present  captain  was  lame, 
having  been  wounded  in  the  battle  with  the  Dottglases« 
and  the  clan  was  led  by  his  uncle,  Wat  of  Eelrig,  com- 
Bionly  called  Gurly  Wat,  from  his  fierce^  unbendiog 
temper. 


CHAPTER  EL 

Atter  this,  the  Laidlaws  finding  that  they  were  be-^ 
come  favourite  vassals  of  their  chief,  and  deeming 
themselves  necessary  ones,  became  troublesome  and 
overbearing  neighbours,  and  many  complaint^  were 
lodged  at  Branxholm  Castle  against  them.  Among 
others,  there  was  a  bitter  animosity  rose  between  thera 
and  the  Scotts  of  Hawpasby,  who  were  at  that  time 
near  kinsmen  to  the  chief,  and  threats  and  broken  heads 
were  matters  of  daily  occurrence.  This  must  have 
been  a  considerable  time  subsequent  to  the  death  of  the 
first  William  Laidlaw  mentioned ;  as  the  head,  or  priuf- 
cipal  tacksman,  was  then  actually  the  fiiurth  from  him. 
But  as  every  thing  was  prospering  whh  the  dan,  the 
ghost's  prophecy  had  worn  out  of  mind. 

Now  it  so  happened  at  this  time,  that  though  ifaeie 
was  peace  on  the  border  nominally,  yet  frays  on  a 
small  scale  were  never  more  frequent;  and,  among 
oiherst  ^  Laidlaws  made  a  desperate  moonlig^  nid 
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Into  Cmiybeilaiid,  aad  drove  from  thirty  to  forty  fine 
bullocks  from  the  lands  of  Musgrare  of  Longwell. 
Musgrave  oomj^ained  to  the  English  warden,  ivhogave 
iiim  men,  and  ordered  a  pursuit,  and  these  troopers 
traced  the  cattle  till  they  came  to  the  house  of  Walter 
Scott,  of  Hawpasby,  whom  they  charged  with  the  theft, 
Ibreatenmg  to  carry  off  himself  and  every  thing  that 
lie  possessed.  Scott  declared  himself  true  man  and 
Leel,  and  proffered,  if  one  of  Musgrave's  beasts  was 
found  with  him,  to  yield  up^to  them  all  the  cattle  he 
posseiBsed.  But  it  so  happened,  that  either  through 
chance,  or  design,  two  of  the  cattle  were  actually  found 
<tt  the  lands  of  Hawpasby. 

On  this  discovery  being  made,  Scott  fell  to  accusing 
the  Laidlaws,  and  assured  the  Englishmen  that  they 
were  the  tliieves,  else  those  cattle  could  not  have  been 
there,  and  proffering,  at  the  same  time,  to  assist  Mus- 
grave in  the  recovery  of  his  own.  Musgrave  showed 
him  an  mrder  from  Scroop,  signed  by  a  depute  of  the 
Lord  Maxwell's,  to  reive,  harry,  bum,  and  destroy  the 
thieves,  wherever  they  were  found.  This  pleased  Haw- 
pasby exceedingly,  as  he  thought  he  now  had  a  fair  and 
safe  oppoitunity  of  rooting  out  his  inveterate  foes,  or, 
at  all  events,  of  harrying  them  completely.  So  he  took 
Musgrave  in,  aad  told  Urn  that  they  were  a  hardy  and 
(tangefoufr  race,  who  kept  a  watch  over  their  herds  and 
flocks  every  night ;  that  at  the  sound  of  a  horn,  a  hun*- 
dred  men  woiiU  appear,  well  armed,  in  the  course  of 
half  an  hour;  and  that  it  was,  Uierefore,  absolutely 
fiecessary  to  deal  with  them  by  stratagem.  *'  But  I 
know  a  secret,^'  added  Scott,  **  that  is  not  known  to 
every  one,  and  will  take  in  hand  to  drive  every  waicher 
from  his  charge  before  eleven  at  night,  and  then  your 
men  and  my  own  must  be  expeditious,  and  leave  not 
one  hoof  or  horn  on  all  the  fair  possessiona  of  the 
LaidlawB.^ 

The  propossd  pleased  the  Englishmen  well.  The 
neighbouring  Scotts  were  called  together,  and  joined 
with  the  piHsners,  and  after  dask  they  nrarched  off  in  a 
bodjt  Waker  Scott  i»f  Hawpasby  going  abo«2t  a  mik 
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b^foi«  them  to  clear  6ff  the  watchei^d,  ad  he  had  ptotxAsei* 
First  clothing  himself  in  a  ivhite  sheet  from  head  to 
foot,  he  then  tied  a  white  gauze  napkin  over  his  face, 
put  a  woman's  kerchief  on  his  he^,  and  took  a  pOlow 
below  his  arm  for  a  baby.  This  last  was  said  to  have 
been  a  masterpiece  of  its  kind.  It  had  apiece  of  white 
tape  worked  straight  round  it  for  a  neck,  a  ehild'd  cap  oa 
its  head,  and,  and  with  its  smooth  white  face,  was  as 
feasible  a  ghost  of  a  bairn  as  could  well  be  coneeived. 
They  went  to  the  farthest  watcher  first,  on  the  east  end 
of  Uie  Grib-law.  His  name  vtbs  Alexander,  who,  as 
fioon  as  he  saw  this  unearthly-looking  lady  and  child 
approaching  him  in  the  bright  moonlight,  left  his  ohai^ 
and  fled  like  a  wild  deer,  uttering  exclamations  of  hor- 
ror and  short  fervent  prayers  all  the  way.  -Scott- like- 
wise ran,  keeping  as  it  were  between  him  and  the 
house,  which  drove  the  poor  fellow  away  on  the  wings 
of  terror  nobody  knew  where ;  for  though  many  were 
the  sublime  soimds  heard  and  forms  seen  by  the  Laid- 
laws  in  the  cloud  of  mist  or  the  moonlight  glen,  yet  all 
this  only  made  their  hairs  stand  on  end,  or  excited  to  a 
strain  of  devotion ;  but  the  ghost  of  a  lady  and  a  child 
was  to  them  the  acm^  of  every  thing  horrible  in  nature, 
the  bane  and  terror  of  their  whole  race  j  and  some  say, 
though  I  hardly  believe  it,  that  the  poor  scared  man 
ran  on  to  the  end  of  his  life,  without  looking  ^back  to 
craikor  any  thing  that  belonged  to  him. 

The  Englishmen  and  their  allies  now  seized  on  tliia 
forestand  of  cattle,  and  drove  them  oflfto  the  southwatxL 
The  next  watcher  they  found  on  a  spot  which  has  often 
been  pointed  out  to  the  writer  of  this.  It  was  near  to 
the  point  where  the  farms  of  Wolf-Cieugh  Craik  and 
Craik  Hope  now  meet  His  name  was  David  Laid- 
law,  one  of  the  stoutest  and  bravest  of  his  race,  but 
a  man  w^l  advanced  in  years.  When  this  old  borderer 
perceived  the  gigantic  and  hideous  form  of  the  lady  and 
child  approaching,  he  was  seized  with  the  same  inde- 
ftcribable  terror  as  his  relative,  and  casting  every  thing 
from  him  ran  towards  the  valley  in  the  utmost  terror. 
Tooting-hom,  sword,  and  all  were  left  bduadjaad,  in 
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die  plenitude  of  his  fear,  kttead  of  running  homewanil, 
he  ran  in  the  contrary  direction,  not  knowing  what  he 
did.  But  this  was  not  the  way  the  ghost  wanted  him 
to  run,  because  in  doing  so  he  came  infallibly  upon  the 
drove,  and  would  of  course  discover  9fid  disarrange  the 
whole  plans  of  the  English. 

•"In  order  to  prevent  &is  the  ghost  now  exerted  itself 
with  all  its  might  to  keep  between  David  Laidlaw  and 
the  Aittes  Bum,  which  the  drove  was  then  crossing ; 
but  in  domg  this  it  overshot  the  mark,  for  though  David 
was  the  prey  of  superstition  he  was  a  man  of  shrewd 
common  sense ;  and  on  climbing  a  brae  on  the  south 
side  of  the  clench  that  falls  into  Aittes  Burn,  something 
struck  David^s  organs  of  hearing,  which  riveted  him  in 
one  moment  to  ^le  spot.  This  was  no  less  a  phenom* 
enon  than  the  sound  of  the  ghost's  puffing  and  blowing 
at  a  furious  rate.  **  Hurray  !^  cried  David  Laidlaw, 
his  fear  changing  into  the  height  of  rage  and  indigna* 
tion.  **  Hurray !  D — ^n — n  on  it,"  shouted  he  again, 
and  springing  down  tlie  brae  like  a  bolt  of  lightning  he 
came  full  drive  on  the  object  of  his  former  terror  with 
such  force  that  he  overthrew,  down-hill,  the  ghost  and 
himself  at  the  same  time. 

The  affair  now  became  exceedingly  serious;  des« 
pevate  and  deadly  strugf^e  commenced,  but  Laidlaw 
being  unarmed  and  stripped,  had  the  advantage.  Haw« 
pasby  endeavoured  again  and  again  to  draw  his  sword, 
and  by  tliese  efforts  lost  the  chances  of  his  superior 
strength  and  youth ;  for  David  clung  to  him  so  closely, 
that  he  could  make  no  use  of  his  arms.  At  length  the 
incensed  yeoman  pinned  Scott  to  the  earth,  and  fixed 
on  his  throat  with  both  hands,  insomuch  that  he  had 
only  time  and  power  to  call  out,  in  a  half-stified  voice, 
**It  is  I,  David  Laidlaw ;  it  is  L"  But  tliese  were  the 
]SAt  words  he  ever  spoke,  for  L^dlaw  handled  him  so 
roughly,  and  clutched  him  so  hard  about  the  thorax  and~ 
windpipe  that  he  died  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  other 
quitted  hold  of  him. 

By  this  time  the  cry  of  war  was  raised,  and  bullocks' 
horns  sounded  loud  and  lone  from  the  top  of  every  hill 
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David  i|OW  hasted  back  to  hia  charge,  and  foond  his 

plaid,  his  sword,  and  his  sounding-hom,  but  the  cattle 
which  he  M^atched  had  entirely  disappeared.  Great 
was  his  perplexity  and  his  indignation,  for  he  never 
perceived  the  enormity  of  his  neighbours*  offence  till 
then.  So  far  from  being  sorry  &t  having  killed  the 
ghost,  he  ilaw  wished  him  alive  only  that  he  nUghtikill 
him  over  again.  The  Laidlaws  assembled  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  twelve,  pursued  the  prey, 
and  on  their  way,  at  the  head  of  Raphy-grain,  met  with 
a  body  of  the  Scotts  returning  under  Scott  of  Langshaw. 
They  attacked  this  body  at  once,  and  slew  Langshaw 
and  other  seven ;  nor  would  one  of  them  have  made 
his  escape  if  the  inveterate  Laidlaws  had  had  time  to 
pursue  them.  The  Englishmen  being  deserted  by  the 
Scotts  as  soon  as  they  entered  the  border  territory  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  Lord  Maxwell,  fell  an  easy 
prey  to  the  incensed  Laidlaws.  The  skirmish  was 
fought  at  a  place  called  to  this  day  the  Bloody-sike, 
where  but  a  few  were  slain  on  either  side,  for  the 
Englishmen  being  taken  at  a  disadvantage  soon  fled. 
The  Laidlaws  had  likewise  been  joined  by  a  body  of 
Potts  about  the  break  of  day.  Musgrave  himself  was 
taken  prisoner,  whom  they  carried  to  Craig  Hope ;  and 
because  he  would  not  make  over  to  them  a  right  to  all 
the  cattle  they  had  taken  from  him,  and  as  many  more, 
they  cut  off  his  head  and  buried  htm  on  the  hill.  The 
Scotts  aflerward  raised  a  huge  cairn  over  his  grave. 

Great  then  was  the  outcry  against  the  Laidlaws,  both 
by  the  Scotts  and  the  English  borderers.  Two  gentle- 
men of  the  name  of  Scott  had  been  slain,  both  of  them 
related  to  Buccleuch,  and  one  of  them  to  the  house  of 
Thirlstone  likewise,  and  the  whole  elan  cried  for  ven- 
geance. The  cause  was  heard  by  the  great  and  judi- 
cious Sir  Walter,  who  strove  hard  to  save  his  old  faidi- 
fal  and  hardy  vassals,  and,  citing  their  original  bar- 
gain, of 

"LeaTtt  to  steal  and  iMTtt  to  stnin, 
Bat  nerer  lovre  to  give  again  ;* 

he  fairlv  tol'^  his  ^insmea  that  **  he  judged  them  the 
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greatest  aggressors,  and  if  the  Lakflairo  had  acted 
as  they  had  done  in  joining  with  the  English  foragers 
to  hany  his  own  vassals,  he  Would  have  punished  them 
severely ;  but  it  was  against  his  maxims  of  border  gov- 
ernment to  jpunish  any  set  of  men  for  defending  their 
own." 

But  the  English  nobles  raised  such  an  outcry  against 
Sir  Walter  at  court,  that  he  was  actually  taken  into 
custody  by  King  James  the  Sixth,  as  I  believe,  and 
compelled  not  only  to  give  David  Laidlaw  up  to  the 
English,  but  lo  turn  the  whole  elan  from  off  his  territo- 
ries. He  is  reported  to  have  expostulated  and  striven 
hard  against  this  arrangement,  but  was  at  last  com- 
pelled to  submit,  and  the  whole  sept  was  dismissed  from 
Buccleuch's  property,  after  possessing  it  as  long  as  he 
had  done  himself.  He  suffered  no  man,  however,  to 
molest  them,  and  they  being  men  rich  in  flocks  and 
herds,  scattered  themselves  over  the  neighbouring  coun- 
ties, and  took  extensive  possessions  from  other  proprie- 
tors, but  all  of  them,  to  this  day,  trace  their  origin  from 
Borthwick-head.  The  clan  is  numerous  and  respecta- 
ble, and  are  still  generally  noted  for  hot  violent  tempers, 
and  uncommon  strength  and  agility  of  frame. 

Thus  was  the  prediction  of  the  ghost  literally  fulfilled 
in  all  its  parts ;  for  in  the  course  of  the  fourth  genera- 
tion there  was  not  one  of  the  Laidlaws  left  in  their  for- 
mer extensive  possessions.  And  as  to  the  ghost  having 
effected  it,  that  was  certainly  not  literally  fulfilled ;  but 
the  whole  bore  such  an  analogy  to  the  first  superstitious 
belief,  and  the  death  of  Harpasby,  who  personated  the 
ghost,  being  one  of  the  primary  causes  of  their  dismis- 
sion, it  must,  upon  the  whole,  be  allowed  that  few 
prophecies  have  been  more  fully  and  satisfactorily  ac- 
complished. 

The  Scotts  got  possession  of  their  lands,  and  retain 
a  part  of  them  to  the  present  time,  but  for  nearly  a  cen- 
tury no  Laidlaw  was  admitted  on  the  property.  Still 
there  seems  to  have  existed  a  bond  of  friendship  be- 
tween the  chief  and  his  old  trusty  vassals ;  for  it  is 
certam,  when  that  same  Sir  Walter,  who  expelled  them« 
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raised  a  regiment  to  assist  the  PHnce  of  Orange  «gaiiie 
the  Spanianis,  that  My  of  the  Laidlaws  at  once  joined 
his  stuidard,  as  usual,  though  all  from  the  lands  of 
other  gend^nen. 

AfWr  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  howevert 
and  the  great  convulsions  that  then  shook  the  kingdom, 
a  few  families  again  got  possessions  under  their  old 
hereditary  chiefs  still  it  is  quite  apparent  that  thej  are 
HOC  half  so  numerous  oa  *iiat  extensive  property  as  the 
adjoining  districts  to  the  northward*  The  whole  of 
them  still  cleave  to  the  pastoral  li£»*-a8  the  leanied 
say,  Mtdlis  terrUfUis  cavito  muUos. 
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*  Qui  Miek  ibJafV  bff 
Aod  OTwrtome  m  like  a  ramma^  cloo^ 
Wtttaoni  oortMcial  wonder  r 

Mmbeth, 

Mahy  pcoverbial  expressions  are  founded  on  expo, 
rience*  *'  The  unguarded  hour**  is  one  of  them ;  and 
il  haif  become  so  common,  that  few  of  those  who  often- 
est  employ  it  are  aware  of  the  mystery  to  which  it 
alludes*  It  conveys  the  belief  that  mankind  are  each 
protected  by  a  supernal  guardian.  It  implies^  also, 
that  the  angel  at  times  quits  his  post,  and  that  in  the 
ii^terim«  *'  the  unguarded  hour,**  the  defenceless  mortal 
isj  liable  to  be  assaiLed  by  the  insidious  temptations  of 
the  ttnirersal  adversary*  Whether  this  impressive  thesid 
be  an  hypothesis,  oc  an  apocal3rpse;  it  baffles  the  hu- 
man understanding.  It  cannot  be  rejected  as  altogether 
earthly  and  of  mortal  imagination,  nor  accepted  as 
divine  and  of  celestial  descent.  But  it  is  not  my  present 
pui^pose  to  examine  the  evidence  on  either  side ;  I  have 
only  to  describe  a  series  of  seeming  accidents,  calcu- 
lated to  enforce  the  doctrine  by  the  circumstances  in 
which  their  advent  took  place,  and  to  awaken  at  once 
solemnity,  wonder,  and  dread. 

^  Many  years  ago,"  said  a  friend,  **  when  detained 
by  iodispoi^^on  in  a  small  village  in  Hun^aiy,  a  di»- 
coveiy  was  one  morning  made,  by  which  the  supersti« 
taOA  of  the  simple  inhabitants  was  greatly  excited.    It 
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had  been  a  custom  from  time  immemorial,  when  ^ 
judge  in  office  travelled  through  the  country  <o  dis- 
pense justice,  that  as  often  as  he  came  to  Fanigstein, 
and  I  beUeve  it  was  only  once  in  a  cou»e  of  the  cycle 
of  the  moon,  every  nineteen  years,  and  at  the  change^ 
that  he  held  a  free  assize  in  the  open  air,  near  the  Mar- 
tyrs' CroBB»  an  anoi«iH  monument  whi9h  stands  alone 
on  the  solitude  of  the  moor,  at  the  distance  of  a  bow- 
shot or  more  fom  the  churc^  The  cause  of  this  vene- 
rable ceiemony  being  held  St  that  particular  spot,  was 
never  satisfactorily  expluned,  bUt  i€  originated  either  in 
a  prediction  which  haul  been  ddiivered  by  the  martyr, 
or  on  some  incident  connected  with  his  doom.  On 
every  occasion,  when  the  court  was  held  at  this  spot, 
the  inhabitants  were  summoned,  in  the  name  of  Heaven, 
to  hearken  to  the  list  of  offenders  which  the  magistrate 
of  the  district  openly  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  judge, 
and  all  such  as  could  bear  witness  to  aught  regarimig 
them  were  comipanded.  to  come  forward  and  do  sov 

'^Although  then  but  m  shattered  health,  tfiis  remark- 
able ceremony,  which  chanced  whHe  I  was'  it' Psnig- 
stein,  induced  me  to  be  present  among'  the  crowd  of 
spectators  when  the  judge  was  expected  to  arrive.  Th4 
day  was  gray  and  silent;  the  sun  Was  notinvislM^ 
but  his  dim  orb  hung  in.  the  firmament  with  ah  obscure 
lack-lustre  sickliness,  and  all  the  l^d^cape,  sind  every 
living  thing,  seemed  overcast  and  dejected.  The  en- 
signs of  judgment  which  marked  the  place  of  admlnia^ 
tration  added  to  the  solemnity  of  the  scene;  and  the 
magistrate,  to  augment  the  gloom,  had  ordered  a  lofly 
new  and  black  gallows  to  be  raised  at  a  little  ifistance 
from  where  the  benches  and  table  for  the  comt  had 
been  constructed. 

^' Among  other  impressive*  customs  connected  with 
the  free  assize,  is  one  of  uiiknown  antiquity.  The 
magistrate,  in  preparing  the  list  of  offenders  for  the 
judge,  is  not  allowed  to  divulge  to  any  person  the 
names  of  the  criminals  intended  to  be  accused ;  and  it 
is  alleged,  that  this  has  a  religious  influence  on*  the 
morals  of  the  people,  no  one  being  aware  how  his  eon- 
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dhict  may  have  'been  noted,  nor  of  what  he  may  be 
itmbA  ehaifged  with  in  the  llsti  The  crisis  is,  in  con- 
M^fOence,  very  awM  to  all.  On  the  occasion  when  I 
^as  there  it  was  not  anticipated  that  any  particular 
crime  would  be  divulged,  and  it  was  thought  rather  odd 
that  the  magistrate  should  have  ordered  Sie  gallows  t6 
be  erected ;  indeed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  the 
Calendar  was  clear,  so  peaceiiil  and  free  from  all  vio- 
lence had  been  the  country  from  the  foroter  assize, 
nineteen  years  previous. 

••The  magistrate  I  knew  Very  well;  he  had  some- 
times invited  me  to  his  house;  was  a  gentleman  in 
igreat  esteem  with  the  immediate  villagers.  From 
amall  beginnings  he  had  raised  an .  ample  fortune,  was 
lamed  for  the  strictest  integrity,  and  distinguished  for 
great  benevolence  and  a  holy  purity  of  life.  It  was 
thought  by  many  that  there  was  some  degree  of  affecta- 
tion m  his  singular  piety,  for  in  his  youth  he  had  been 
less  austere,  and  he  had  put  on  his  sanctity  somewhat 
Buddenly,  in  consequence  of  an  event  which,  though 
Stressing  in  itself,  could  not  be  said  to  affect  him  mpre 
than  any  other  in  the  town. 

^•It  was  a  murder  committed  exactly  nineteen  years 
before  the  very  mommg  when  the  assize  was  held.  No 
trace  of  the  assassin  had  been  discovered,  and  that 
circumstance,  together  with  the  worth  .of  the  vietinu 
had  produced  a  strong  impression  on  every  one;. hut 
on  none  more  than  this  magistrate,  whose  faithful  ser* 
vant  the  victim  had  long  been.  The  crime  was  myste- 
rious, for  the  maii  was  jK>or,  and  it  excited  universal 
surprise  that  one  who  in  his  condition  had  been  so 
much  respected  should  ever  have  provoked  a  doom  so 
sudden  a»d  inexplicable.  Time  had  greatly  mitigated 
the  recollection  of  the  occurrence ;  it  was  al^uxst  for^ 
gotten  by  every  body  but  by  the.  widow  and  the  chari- 
table master,  who,  with  his  family,  constantly  endear 
Tonred  to  soften,  with  unavailing  sympathy,  her  grieC 
She,  however,  became  old  a^d  crazed,  and  when 
pointed  out  to  me  was  a  spectacle  of  extreme  misery, 
filhe  waa  standing  near  the  Martyrs'  Cross,  agamst 
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wbichy  owing  td  my  wetkntmh  I  was  ihea  l$a«iog,  aaj^ 
dthoogh  she  appeared  snllen,  and  peffmibg  th«  gtownX 
I  obsmVed  her  ejes  vitidiy  glanduag  with  8upema|«ural 
-vigilance.  She  was  as  sofmething  wM  and  fierce,  readf 
to  leap  upon  ifo  prey,  and  watching  for  the  mom^u 
But  I  had  not  much  time  to  notice  her,  for  the  sound 
of  trumpets  prodaimed  the  approach  of  the  majgistrate, 
attended  by  his  officers,  and  soon  after  a  moteraent 
IB  the  multitade  ako  announced  the  coming  of  th^ 
judge. 

^  When  he  had  taken  his  seat  on  the  judicial  bench, 
and  die  lawyers  had  jdaced  themselves  at  the  taHe^ 
the  trumpet  sounded  a  solemn  peal  three  times;,  and 
the  ma:gistrate,  with  a  roll  in  his  hand,  advanced.  At  the 
satne  instant  the  widow  rushed,  with  a  shriek  like.th# 
oracular  Pythia  in  her  ecstasy,  and  placed  herself  at 
the  side  of  the  magistrate,  as  he  presented  the  roll  to  the 
judge.  The  multitude  was  silent^  and  I  felt  as  if  ^e 
fhnetfoiis  of  my  breathing  werfe  suspended* 

^  The  judge  rose,  and  standing  up,  unrolled  the  paper, 
which,  with  an  audible  voice,  and  religions  (Jiadduio 
ness,  he  declared  was  clear.    ' 

*^^No,  no,^  cried'  the  impassioned  and  vehement 
^  widow,  *  it  is  not  so,  it  has  not  my  husband's  death.' 

«* « True !'  exclaimed  the  magistrate,  ^  I  had  forgotten 
k^  the  deed  #as  done  so  long- a^, 'nineteen  years  agot, 
A^dwwas  it  possible  I  could  forget  the  ungimrded 
hfourf 

*<  The  Words  were  repealed  by  every  voice,  I  believe^ 
in  tile  multitude  in  successieo,  and  the  sound  wa&  fear- 
ful. ^The  unguarded  hour  ?'  said  the  judge  to  himself 
looking  tdwards  the  magistrate  calmly^  is  if  the  question 
had  scarcely  mors  meaning  than  when  uttered  in  eche 
by  the  ^c^owd. 

<**  Yes,'  cried  the  widdw  alond,  «his  guardieUi  aagd 
was  ^en'awayf  and  she  concluded,  by  accusing  the 
magistrate,  her  dwn  benei&ctor,  and  ihe  ^ok>us  master 
tif  her  deceased  husband,  as  the  murderer^ 

**»fflie  has  been  long,  ahnost  ever  since  the  fatal 
e«ent,  m  a  state  of  insanity/  said  the  magistrate  to  tha 
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•jadge^  99A  tisfDmg  to  hia  officers,  bade  (bem  tid^ihe 
helpless  creature  away. 

/i*'M:TifilI  no|  gOf— 1  will  havejuatice,*  she  exclaimed, 
"Wife^tliog.  with  ihe  officers,  as  they  attemptecC  to  rempve 
beir^     The  crowd. remained  a0  if  frozen  into  silence. 

.  ^  *  G(Kod  woman,'  said  the  judge,  compassionately, 
•you  Jcnow  Hot  what  yon  say*' 
I    •*  *  I  do,  I  do :  let  me  be  heard,'  was  her  wild  reply ; 
aild  the  multitude  in,  the  same  instant  cried  out, '  Let 
her  be  heard,  let  her  be  heard !' 

<«  *  Thie  is^  a  vexations  business,'  said  the  judge  to 
the  magistrate, '  for  the  charter  by  which  the  assize  is 
held  at  this  place  obliges  me. to  receive  the  charge,  and 
I  cannot  depart  from  its  ordinances,  nor  is  her  evident 
insanity,  a  valid  reason  to  reject  the  accusation.  Good 
woman,  why  do  you  persist  in  this  extravagance  I  there 
is  DO  evidence  to  sustain  the  charge.' 
/  ^  f  There  is,  if  you  will  listen,'  she  impatiently  agaiii 
eried,  and  with  e^m>est  gestures  and  surprising  elo- 
ijvenee  endeavoui^ed  by  innumerable  cqincidences,  that 
fthe  had  remarked  in.  the  conduct  of  the  magistr^,  to 
9ho1f  the  grounds  of  h^  sudden  suspicion;  . 
:  '^^  During' the  whole  time  that  she  continued  speak« 
iag^.  the  spectators  listened  ^ith  the  greediest,  ears,  and 
before  she  had  6nished  her  impassioned  appeal,  it  wa9 
niaiiifeat  that  they  were  all  convinced  that  the  magis* 
tratte  was  indeed  the  murderer.  The  judge  listened  to 
all  she.,  said  with  intense  attention,  but  the  accused 
roaiptateed  hia  wonted  equanimity.  I  Was  astonished 
Ibat  he  could  d0  so,  for  some  of  her  reasons,,  though  far 
finim.  probability,,  were  of  the  most  touching  and  pa* 
thetic  kind ;  doubtless  all  she  ^aid  was  void  of  evi- 
itenc^ ;  stiU,  however^  it  was  fearfully  impressive,  and 
leould  not  myself  withstand  its  energy.  When  she 
hiBuil'  rather  eidiausted  her  strength  than  finidied  what 
fihe  had  to  say,  the  judge  replied  solemnly, — 
c  ^ ^Protect  us.  Heaven, from  having  aught  to  conceal 
iiom  such  vigilance — ^this  is  thy  work,  and  comes  not 
wilihin  the  poesibiljudes  of  human  law !  There  is  rear 
aob,  fKiecvding  to  the  ehartert  that  a  regular  trial  should 
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prepared.* 

M  The  fselkigs  of  the  ttuliiliiuie  weie  cotcited  to  the 
uttnose,  ttid  tdok  uttetatice  k  a  loud  riioiit,  not  of  j«^ 
or  of  gltidftesg,  but  a  de^p^  sol^ittn,  and  awful  8ouii4 
iirhofte  fiiiffht  and  <iiMije8ty  ware  poirteiitotrtly  ioere^ed 
by  the  distant  low  hollow  jN4io  of  the  hills^  The  ae- 
ctMed  stood  a  statue  of  consteniMian  for  a  toomoit  I 
lo^ed  at  hifiii  with  indeseribable' amotion,  but  the  pal»> 
ness  which  overspread'  hie  eompleition  vanished^  and 
he  i^ipiiared  as  serene  and  sc^-^eoUeefed  as  before. 

<«  While  ^e  papers  were  being  Written  I  obeeirt^d  tiM 
judge  speaking  to  the  poor  woiiian«  and  I  heard  him 
sympathizingly  inquire  respecting  ^e  age  of  her  hus>- 
band,  his  general  appearance,  and  ^e  manner  in  which 
he  was  dmsed ;  to  which  ihe  gate  brief  birt  distinet 
answers,  as  if  the  living  presence  of  the  murdered  man 
had  been  seen  actually  before  her.  She  was^  hoWever, 
impatient  at  die  judge's  questions,  and  attswcved  fahn 
peevishly,  ibrgetting  the  respect  due  to  his  digniTf :  indeed 
ihe  questions,  at  the  time,  seemed  to  me  irivirioas ;  I  could 
not  discern  their  propriety,  nor  why  so  grare  an  offie«r« 
the  represeAtative  of  die  emperor  and  king,  should  sofar 
lose  all  eonsciousness  of  the  place  and  die  oeeasi6n.aa 
to  speak  to  her  in  the  manner  he  was  doing.  He 
asked,  fbt  example,  the  colour  of  her  husband's  hair, 
and  she  answered  black*  and  that  he  wore  his  ca^  gal* 
landy  doffed ;  then  after  some  odier  hiquiries  as  mslg* 
nificant,  he  ^poke  of  his  coat,  and  the  colour  of  it,  hot 
She  lost  tem^ ;  and  after  telling  hhn  it;  was  blue,  aad 
his  test  redi  intreated  he  would  not  probe  her  wounded 
remeffibiMce  widi  mattenr  of  that  klad^ 

"  In  the^mean  time  the  magistrate  was  engaged  widi 
nn  advocate  who  was  perfectly  convkiced,  and  so  ex^ 
pressed  himself,  that  the  trial  wcmld  soon  be  safely 
over.  Ahogedier  die  scene  was  most  singular^  but  the 
passion  of  the  crowd  was  become  app^ing«  and  I 
was  fearful  lest  the  magnitrate  should  be  made  the 
Yictim  of  some  outrage.  Himself  eahn,  and  certain  4m 
Iter  etidence  oduld  sidly  him,  he  was  yol  visfl^  di»> 
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8Dd:I  J»«iiiiiii.tece  or  t^i^cestsrW  and  shlicl^, 
no  doubt  amazed  that  such  a  delirious  accusalKMtshoidd 
have  been  so. strangely  inagned  against  iHin. 
i  '^  When  all  the  veqiiisite  fens  w«re  cdn^leted,  he 
was  directed  to  place  himself  at  the  bar ;  and  the  jndgtj 
ascbtding  to  •  the  didrlei^  called  htm  byftamcf  to  answer 
loiGkkky  \^ha  was  there  presem,  lor  die  ciim^  of  which 
hi  was  accused.  At  that  momenty  and  belbre  he  ^toitld 
reply,  the  a«ui  darted  a  bright  and  golden  ray  upon  the 
fiprehead  d  4he.  jodge^  and  made  it  shine  ae  if  he  had 
beiat' crowned  with  a  halo.  AU  the  speirtato»  wercf 
witaesseib  to  thsr  -glorious  83rmbol ;  and  I  oonld  scareeiy 
eoatnd:my<crembUng  Uadbs,  so  much  did  it  shake  my 
yhnke  frame. , 

^  The  aoenaed  was  evidently  affected^  but  he  had 
aueh  mastery  of  liimself  that  he  answered  with  iiraa* 
neM,  ;*  Net  Gviltv.' 

:  **  A  pease  of  some  time  ensued,  and  then  die  widow 
was  requestad  to  come  forward  with  her  evidence^ 
She  advanced,  and  suddenly  cried,  *•  I  have  but  Iheiso 
tears.' 

^  The  adkeoate  with  whom  the  •  accused  had  beeii 
eensidting  rose,  and  aniniidJvertBiflr'  on  the  insanity  of 
Ae  charge,  demanded  an  acquittal.  " 

'^f^^Bbop^*  miid  the  jaeke*  eolmnnly,  'the  order  9bA 
j^Mf^isions  of  the  chaixer  have  not  yet  iMen  all  ftd^ed^ 
— bid  the  truiapets  eeand  thrice.' 

^*The  silence  of  the  multitude  was  dreadful;  the 
trumpets  sounded,  and  the  judge,  rising  from  his  seat, 
reverentially  uncovered  his  hoary  head,  and  said  with 
a  voice  of  lie  lowliest  humility, — • 

"  •  Heaven,  send  forth  thy  witness.' 

^Hooked  at  the  dismayed  prisoner;  he  was  pale, 
but  serene.  The  judge  then  resumed  his  seat,  and  the 
advocate  again  rose ; 

** '  I  demand,'  said  he,  *  the  acquittal  of  the  accused' 

«*  Another  short  pause  ensued,  and  the  judge  rising, 
;  his  sight  to  a  distance,  and  said, 

**  *  Make  way  for  the  witness.' 


y  Google 


ilf  tax  cijm*90cau.  r 

~  4««What  wteeenT  cried  ike  priaonir,  in 
Irepidfttioii. 

«<  *  That  nan  m  the  bine  omt — he  with  his  cap  on 
the  one  side*-Hnake  way  for  him—he  with  the  Ted 
waistcoat*  ^ 

~  **  *  It  is  himself  that  comes,'  cried  the  widow  with  aa 
exulting  shoot;  and  all  the  spectators  looked  back to^ 
wards  the  spot  where  they  expected  to  b^old  the  witn 
ness,  but  tfaiey  saW  no  one ;  and  when  they  had  again 
fumed  their  eyes  to  the  bar^  the  accused  had  feinted. 
This  confirmed  the  amazed  spectators,  ^d  the  judgie 
kneeled  down  with  devotion,  and,  raising  his  hands  to 
heaven,  prayed  and  did  homage  to  divine  juslice* 
The  wretched  criminal  was  left  l3dng  on  the  ground^ 
ftrall  pi^sent  at  the  same  moment  uncovered  their 
heads,  and  with  tears  and  awe  joined  in  woiship  with 
the  judge.  A  more  affecting  scene  swas  never  witr 
nessed ;  and  when  the  adoration  was  ended,  the  guil^ 
man  awaked  from  his  trance,  roae^  and  confessed  itt» 
erime.  •  '  ■  ,""  » .:     :  • 

** '  I  seek  not  mercy,'  said  he, '  I  have  enjoyed  it  tooc 
kmg,  yet  my  offence  is  not  of  an  atrocious  die — i(  was 
but  a  hasQr  Uow.  Yes,  the  hand  of  Heaven  is  so  Tisi-> 
Ue  here  that  I  dare  not  ask  remission,  even  if  jny  hiddes^ 
iknsery  were  hot .  punishment  ^ugh«— ^there,  take  me, 
r~be  now  no^teore  delay.  Tlie  gallowa  is  ready*  md{ 
mercy  dare  not  in  this  place  cOnteiid  with  justice**  **  -  - 
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Xte  bflidgi  or  tibenlnd  we  ftolor  dt«.*«B9rBoir. 

. ,  It  wa9  yet  pretty  early  ia  the  mommg  when  I  ai!» 
med  at  &e  um  of  Skreigh,  and  never  hating  be^n  in 
that  part  of  the  6ount;ry  Wore,  my  heart  miagave  me  ait 
^e  appearance  of  the  house,  and  I  thought  that  surely 
I  had  mistaiLen  the  riwadt  an  v^ial  idea  to  a  man  wha 
had  walked  twelve  miles  before^^  hreAkfhst  I  It  wad  a 
bQge,'gray»  dismantled  edifice,  standmg  alone  in  a  wild 
GOUB^i  and  presenting  evident  traces  of  a  time  when 
ibfibcit^s  of  the  traveller  might  hftv0  produced  him 
lo^ngs  within  its  walls  for  a  longer  penod  than  suited 
hii  c0iiven^»ce.  On  entering  the  parlour,  aihhough  the 
^  base  Odes'*  to  which  this  ancient  mansicm  had  returned 
were  clearly  indicated  by  certain  gillstoops  aoattored 
•botit  the  dirty  tables,  yet  the  extraordinary  size  of  the 
room,  the  lowness  of  the  wallsi  and  the  seantmess  of 
ibe  furniture,  kept  up  in  my  mind  the  associations  which 
Itiad  been  suggested  by  the  exterior ;  and  it  was  tot  tiB 
the  aroma  of  tea,  and  the  still  more  '*  fragramt  lunt"  of 
^Fioiian  haiddie  had  saluted  my  senses,  tlmt  the  visions 
df  the  olden  time  fled  from  my  eyes. 

While  busy  with  my  breakfast,  another  traveller  came 
ioto  the  room.  He  had  a  pack  on  his  back  and  an  eM« 
wand  in  his  hand,  and  appeared  to  be  one  of  those  ftra;* 
iielliBg  phUantlir^^t8"'-4mswering  to  the  pedlers  of  thA 

*  Aotbor  of  tbfl  "  BbaMoee  of  Hiatory^Fnuioe,*'  4»9> 
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south — who  carry  into  the  holes  and  comers  of  the  syl- 
van world  the  luxuries  of  the  city.  Our  scene  being 
on  the  best  side  of  the  Tweed,  I  need  not  say  that  the 
body  had  a  sharp  eye,  an  oily  face,  and  a  God-fearing 
look.  He  sat  down  over  against  me,  upon  one  of  the 
tables,  to  rest  his  pack,  and  from  his  shining  shoes  and 
orderly  apparel,  I  judged  that  he  had  passed  the  night 
in  the  house,  and  was  waiting  to  pay  his  score,  and  fare 
forth  again  upon  his  journey.  There  was,  notwith- 
standing, a  singular  expression  of  fatigue  on  his  yellow 
countenance.  A  common  observer  would  have  guessed 
that  he  had  been  brim-fou  over  night,  and  had  risen  be- 
fore he  had  quite  slept  off  the  effects ;  but  to  me  who  am 
curious  in  such  matters,  there  appeared  a  something  in 
his  face  which  invested  with  a  moral  dignity  an  expres- 
sion that  would  otherwise  hav^  been  ludicrous  or  pitiable. 

Ever  and  anon  he  turned  a  longmg  tiye  upon  the 
Finnan  haddie,  but  as  often  edged  himself  wi^  af  jerk 
farther  away  from  ^e  temptation  ;  and  whenever  the 
landlady  came  into  th6  room,  hiS.remonstranees<Mi  het 
delay,  at  first  delivered  in  a  moaning,  heart-bioken  tone, 
became  at  last  absolutely  cankered.  The  honest  wife^ 
however,  appeared  determined  to  extend  the  iMpi- 
tality  of  breakfast  to  her  guest,  and  made  sund^  lame 
excuses  for  not  *'  bringing  ben  his  score,^  whfle  A& 
was  occupied  m  displaying  upon  my  fable,  with  the 
most  tempting  liberality,  the  tariouB  good  things  that 
constitute  a  Scottish  breakfast.    - 

**  Are  you  not  for  breakfasting,  good  man,'*  said  I,  at 
length,  <* before  you  go  forth  this  momingT^ 

*^  No,  i^Mise  God,"  said  he,  widi  admoet  a  jump,  ^  ne 
Carnal  comfort  shall  pass  my  lips  on  this  sMe  &t  mitt 
ofWattoek!''  , 

«<'  The  mill  of  Warlock  !**  repeated  I,  wkh  cntrprise, 
^  that  should  be  at  least  twelve  miles  from  'this^-^arid  i 
ean  tell  yon,  my  friend,  it  is  not  pleasant  travelling  so 
fair  on  an  empty  stomach.  If  yon  have  any  urgeni 
reason  for  an  abstkience  that  we  of  tlie  kitk  of  Sef 
land  attach  m  merit  to,  yoa  skKHiki  n^t  liave  loitered  m 
bed  till  this  hour  of  the  morning." 
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'•  'Aift  -  patfkdidti,  at  my  reproof^  pot  on  a  kind  of  bhu 
look,  but  his  features  gathering  gradually  into  so* 
leflmity*—  .  V      .• 

^  SiTj^  said  he,  **  I  have  urgent  reasons  for  my  con- 
Aaet,  and  while  this  weary  wife  is  making  out  my 
seorei  I  will,  if  you  desire  it,  tell  you  the  atory." 
Having  eageily  signified  nhy  assent,  the  packman  wiped 
faii^  glistening  forehead,  and  with  a  he«vy  sigh  began 
to  discourse  as  follows  {—^ 

'  **  Aweel,  sir — ^it  was  at  thi*  tame  yesterday  morning 
I  arrited  at  the  mill  of  Warlock.  The  miller  was  out, 
Slid  his  wife,  glad  of  the  opportunity,  rampiauged  over 
my  pack  like  one  demented.  She  made  me  tmm  out 
eveiy  article  in  my  aught^  and  kept  me  bargaining  about 
ttns  and  that,  and  flyting  by  the  hour  about  ike  price ; 
and  after  all  k  came  to  pass  that  the  jaud  (God  forgive 
Ae  I)  wanted  Aaething  of  more  value  than  three  ells  of 
riband !  You  may  be  sure  that  I  was  not  that  pleased ; 
and  what  with  fatigue,  and  what  with  my  vexation,  while 
I  was  measuring  the  riband,  and  the  wife  sklanting  round 
at  the  looking-glass,  I  just  clmped — by  mistake  like— 
a  haHf^ell  short.  Aweel,  ye^U  say  that  was  just  nae- 
^ing  after  the  fa»h  I  had  had,  and  moreover  I  stoutly 
reftised  the  second  glass  of  wbiskey  she  offered  me  to 
the  douro^h ;  and  so,  i^uldering  my  pack  again,  I  took 
llie  way  in  an  evil  hour  to  the  inn  of  Skreigh. 

^  It  was  late  at  night  when  I  arrived  here,  and  1  had 
been, on  my  legs  all  day,  so  that  you  may  think  my 
heart  warmed  to  the  auld  biggin,  and  I  looked  forward 
10  naething  w^ur  than  a  cozy  seat  by  ^e  ingle-side,  ae 
chat  wiUi  the  landlady — a  dcmce  woman,  sir,  and  not 
aye  so  slow  as  the  now,  foul  fa'  her !  (God  Ibrgive 
mel)1brby,  maybe,  a  half .  mutchin--or  twa:  and  aU 
llbese  thmgs  of  a  truth  I  had.  Not  that  I  exceeded  the 
second  stoup,  a  practice  which  I  hold  to  be  emUra  bimos 
fnore^ — but  yc^l  no  understand  Latin?  ye'U  be  from  the 
south  t  Awed — but  there  was  something  mair,  ye  ken, 
^ite  as  necessary  for  a  Christian  traveUer,  and  a  wea- 
ried man ;  and  at  last,  with  a  great  gaunt,!  speered  at 
the  servkig  hizzie  for  my  bedroom.  ... 
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««Btd-«e<MB,'  quo'  she,  'yell  no  b^ 9m^.^tSi^ 
knetheni^tr 

««' AtweeV  said  the  mistress,  «I  am  mico  wae*  bul 
ero^ioom  in  the.  house  19  fu\  HoiU !  it's  but  a  step 
to  the  towii*^-B0  ahune  twal  mfles  md  a  bittoek-HuiA 
ye.  kcD  every  ineh  of  the  way  as  weel  a^  the  brass  nails 
4»  ywir  eliwaiidL*  I  wish  I  imay  be  fotgi'en  for  the 
passion  they  put  me  mtil !  To  think  pf  sending  me 
out  such  a  gait  my  lane,  and  near  the  spia^.  hours  I 

^^O  ye  Jaudr  <;ried  I,  'if  the  fuden»an  was  no  in 
the  yird  the  nighty  ye  woidd  ocaw  M  a  different  tune  P 
and  widi  that  such  a  huUibaUoo  was  raised  amaiig  uc^ 
diat  at  last  the  folks  began  to  put  in  their  shouthers  al 
the  door  in  their  sarks  to  speer  what  was  the  matter. 

^ « Aweel,  aweeV  said  thekndl&idy,  in  the  hinder  end, 
quite  foifaughteo,  'a  iriiSa'  man  maun  kae  his  w;^. 
There  is  but  ae  room  in  die  house  whese  there  is  no  1^ 
living  soful,  and  it's  naething  but  an  auld  lumber-room* 
However,  if  you  can  pass  the  time  with  mother  half* 
mutchin  while  Jenny  and  me  rig. up  the. bed,  it  will  ba 
as  much  at  your  service  ae  a  decetiter  place*'  And  80» 
having  gotten  the  battle,  I  sat  myself  down  again,  and 
Jenny  b-ought  in  the  other  stoup— rye*il  be  paying  that 
was  the  ^md ;  but  there's  nae  rule  vrithout  an  ezcep* 
ticm,  and  moreover  ye  ken, '  three's  aye  canny.' 

^  At  last  and  at  length  I  got  into  my  bedrocmi,  and  it 
was  no  that  iU^looking  at  aU.  It  wa^  a  good  sizeable 
loonit  with  a  few  sticks  of  old  furniture,  fbrhy  a  large 
oMrfashiooed  bed.  I  laid  my  packdown,  as  i«imy  ens* 
tarn,  by  thebedBide^  and  after  saying  my  i»ayei%  pul 
out  the  candle  and  tumbled  in. 

^  Aweel,  sir,  whether  it  was  owing  to  my  being  ov^r 
fkigued,  orto  the  thind  stoupin  defiaace  of  the  proverb 
bei^  BO  oaniiy,  I  know  not,  but  for  the  life  of  m.I 
eoidd  not  sleep.  The  bed  wae  not  a  bad  be4  it  was 
Momy  and  convenient,  and  there  was  not  a  whish  in 
the  house,  and  not  a  stime  of  light  in  the  room«  I 
eouBted  over  my  bargains  for  the  diy^  and  half  wished 
I  had  not  made  the  mistake  with  &e  miUer's  wifo ;  I 
put  my  hand  out  at  the  stock  of  the  bed  and  £bU  my 
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phck^  amtising  myself' by' thiilking  what  vtBB  tins  Inrap 
and  that ;  hiA  still*  I  could  not  Aeep,  Th»  foy  degrees 
my  other  senses,  as  well  as  the^toueh,  wearied  of  being 
awaltci  and  'domg  toothiiig — ^fiend  tak  them— ^God  for- 
^ve  m6  !  Y  i^onght  emj^lOym^nt.  I  listened  as  if  in  8}Ht« 
of  myself,  to  hear  whether  there  Was  any  thing  stirring 
in  the  housed  ahd  looked  out  of  th^  eurtains  to  see  tf 
anylight  came  through  the  window  chinks.  Not  a 
whiish — ^not  a  stime!'  Then  I'Biud  my  prayers  over 
a^ain,  and  began  to  wish  grievously  that  the  creature 
had  her  half-ell  of  Hband.  Then  my  nose  must  needs 
be  in  the'ho)>ble,  and  I  thought  I  fek  la  smell.  >tt  wds 
hot  that  bad*  a  smell,  but  it  was  a  smell  I  did  not  know^ 
and  therefore  did  not  like.  The  air  seemed  close — 
feverish ;  I  threw  off  the  be<lclothes;  and  began  to 
pufF  and  pant.  Oh,  I  did  wish  then  that  I  had  never 
seeh  fhe  physiog  of  the  millei's  wife ! 

**I  began  to  be  afraid.  The  entire  siledce  seemed 
strange,  the  utter  darkness  mbre  strange,  and  the  stmnge 
smell  stranger  than,  all.  I  at  first  grasped  at  the  bra- 
clothes,  and  pulled  them  oVer  my  head;  but  I  had 
bottled  in  the  smell  with  me,  and,  rendered  intolerable 
fey  the  heat,'  it;  seemed  like  the  very  essence  of  t/phus. 
1  threw  off  the  clothes  agaiii  in  a  fright,  and  feh  peiC 
«uaded  that  I  was  just  in  the  act  of  taking  some  awM 
fever.  I  would  have  given  the  world  to  have  been  able 
to  rise  and  open  the  window,  but  the  world  woidd  have 
^eeh  offered  me  in  tain  to  do  such  a  thing.  I  contented 
myself  with  flapping  the  sheet  like  a  fan,  and  throwing 
my  artds  abroad  to  catch  the  wind.  .  •  .. 

'  **  My  right  hand,  whick  was  tdwifrds  the  stock  of  the 
fced,  (Constantly  lighte^'upon  my  pack,  but  myiefteotild 
feel  haething  at  all,  save  that  there  wa^  a  space  between 
the  bed  and  the  wall.  At  last,.  leaning  more  over  in 
that  dttectibn  thaii  heretofore,  my  Tialid  encountered 
something  a  litde  lower  than  the  surface  of  the'bed,  and 
'I  snatched  it  back  with  ^  smothered  cry.  I  Ihiew  no 
moi'e  than  the  man  hi  the  moon  what  the  somethmg 
was,  but  it  sent  a  tingle  through  my  frame,  and  I  felt 
the  sweat  be^in  to  break  over  my  brow.    I  would  have 
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4«roed  to  ih&oth6P'Stde«  but  I^^lt'Hs  heavy  to  my  o^ 
tnascies  as  if  I  had.  been  made  of  i^f  ^  ;  id  besides,  a 
fearful  oimosity  ilaikd  me  to  the  spot,  1  persuaded 
myself  that  it  was  fronn  this  part  of  the  jbed  tha;t  the 
•mell  arose*  Sooui  however,  with  a  .sudden  .despera- 
tion, I  plunged,  my  hand  again  into  the  tcj^ble  abyss, 
and  it  rested  upon  a  cauld,  stiff,  clammy  face ! , 

**Now,  sir,  I  woiM  have  you  to  ken,  that  although  I 
i»innot  wrestle  widi  the  hidden  sympathies  of  nature,  I 
am  not  easily  frightened.  If  the  stoutest  robber  that 
ever  wore  breeks— ay,  or  ran  bare,  for  there  be  such  Ia 
4he  UielandSft — was  ta  lay  a^gcr  on  my  pack,  I  would 
jiaud  on  lik^  grini  death.;  and  it  is  not  to  tell,  that  I  can 
iiyte  about^ae  bawb€!e  with  the  dpnrest  wile  in  the  country* 
^ide ;  but  och«  and  alas !  to  see  ,me  at  thai  momeni,  on  th« 
braid  of  my  back,  with  my  eyes  shu^  and  m  teeth  set, 
and  one  hand  on*  the  physiog  of  a  corp !  Tne  greatesS 
pdhi  I  endured  was  from  the  trembling  of  my  body,  for 
the  motion  forced  my  hand  into  closer  connexion  with 
Jh6ihonK»rs  of  its  resting-place ;  while  I  had  no  more 
))ower  to  withdraw  it  than  if  it  had  been  in  the  thumb- 
screws. 

«•  And  there  I  lay,  sir,  with  my  eyes  steeked,  as  if 
with  Qcrew-nails,  my  brain  wandering  and  confused,  aUfl 
whole  rivers  of  sweat  spouting  down  my  body^  tfll  at 
iimes  I  thought  I  had  got  fou,  and  was  lying  sleeping  in 
a  diteh.  To  tell  you  the  history,  of  my  thoughts  at 
ithat  time  is  impossible ;  but  the  miller^s  wife,  wo  be 
upon  her)  she  ipde  me  like  the  night-hag.  I  think  I 
must  have  been  asleep  a  part  of  thetime,ior  I  imagined 
thai  the  wearisome  .half-ell  of,  riband  was  tied  about 
my. neck  like/ a  halter,  and  that  I.  was  on  the  eve  of 
Jkmag  choked.  I  ken  not  how  long  I  tholed  this  tor- 
ment ;  but  at  last.  I  heard  voices  and  sounds,  as  if  the 
ii^riffs*  officers  of  hell  were  about  me,  and  in  a  sudden 
agony  of  great  fear,  I  opened  my  eyes. 
.  ^  It  was  broad  morning ;  the  sun  was  shining  into 
the  room ;  and  the  landlady  and  jber  lasses  were  riving 
.my  hancT  from  the  face  of  the  corpse.  Afler  casting  n 
bewiiijiered  glantee  around^  it  was  on  that  fearful,  object 
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ngr  qret  rested,  and  I  recognised  the  remains  of  sm  old 
senring-lass,  who  it  seems  died  the  day  before,  and  was 
hoddl^  into  that  room,  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the 
company.'' 

At  this  moment  the  landlady  entered  the  room  with 
his  score,  and  while  the  packman  sat  wiping  his  brow, 
entered  upon  her  defence. 

**  Ye  ken,  sir,"  said  she,  '*  that  ye  wad  sleep  in  the 
house,  and  a  wilfii'  man  mami  hae  his  way ;  but  gin  ye 
had  lain  still,  like  an  honest  body  wi'  a  clean  conscience, 
and  no  gaen  rampauging  about  wi*  your  hands  where 
ye  had  no  business,  the  feint  a  harm  it  would  hae  done 
je  I**  The  packman  only  answered  with  a  glance  of 
ore,  as  he  thundered  down  the  bawbees  upon  the  table, 
and  turning  one  last  look  upon  the  Finnan  haddie,  groaned 
deeply,  and  went  forth  upon  his  journey. 
K3 
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THE  BOGLE  O'  THE  BRAE 

A  tQimSR  430U&TlKe  8T0RY: 

'■'■■- ■*..>i.'.  i*,.i,n.i     <■  iV*^ 

BY  THE  ETTRICK  SHEPHERD. 


And  stiDBd  roic««  giified; 


Then*  gf6w*r'mghogle  griiw^  at  n», 
I  shook  »V  W^tL  and  awarTd. 
So  I'll  gang  n:i«  inatr  a  courting,' 


A  oourting  in  the  night ; 
And  Vlk  gang  qae.mair  a  coarting, 
Thoagh  file  moan  M  ahtning  bright  '    * 

-«fia  I'll  ^nf  tiae  mair  a  courting.. 

Scraps, 

••After  a',  Jock,  I  think  we  shouldnae  gang  to  the 
courting  the  nighu** 

**  Weeljlhat  beats  a'  that  I  ever  heard !  after trystm; 
tiie  to  come  sue  far!  I  am  sur^  the  project  was  nane 
o\  mine,  but  ane  o*  your  making  up,  an'  I  wad'  like  to 
ken  whiat  has  happened  that  has  made  you  alter  your 
liiind  sae  strangely." 

*♦  Why  the  truth  is*  then,  Jock,  that  I  hae  been  hear- 
ing tell  o*  some  flashing  young  chaps,  wha  hae  lately 
been  visiting  the  lassie  o*  the  Brae,  an'  therefore  Tm  no 
that  unco  sure  about  tliem.  I  hae  nae  muekle  timelO 
lissen  to  lasses  that  gentlemen  are  aye  hingin'  about.** 

••  Daft  gowk !  Heard  ever  ony  body  sic  a  eilly  in- 
einuation  T  It  is  a  litde-worth  bargain  in  the  market 
that  there  are  naebody  looking  after  but  yoursM',  an*  to 
take  a  distaste  at  a  lass  because  another  admires  her, 
appears  to  ni^  to  be  rather  agamst  ii»t»re«    Lapses 
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were  made  to  be  admired  an*  courtit.  They  ken  that,' 
an'  they  like  it.  In  fact,  they  have  nae  po  wer  to  resist  it, 
for  if  they  were  ever  sae  averse  to  the  company  o'  gentle- 
men,  they  canna,  in  common  eivility,  prevent  their  visits, 
an'  just  barefacedly  bid  them  gang  about  their  business 
and  no  come  back  again.*  Na,  na,  Davie,  siccan 
whimsies  winna  do.^  It  will  only  make  them  a  wee  the 
waur  to  eonn^an'-we'R  have  tkei  mair-  (un  in  winning 
them  to  oursels.  For  as  to  doubting  the  genuine  virtue 
and  purity  o'  the  lasses <oVthet  Brae,  I  oonld  just  as  soon 
doubt  my  own  idiosincracy." 

^  £h  1  -  Your  own  ideo-'i-swhat!  Plague  on  ye  wi* 
your  lang  ward/s  an'  far  Itmger  speeches  !  .But  aifler  a* 
Jock,  I  think  we  should  not  gang  to  tne  courting  the 
night." 

**  Weel,  an'  I  think  we  should  gang ;  an'  I  am  deter- 
mined to  gang  mysd''Whetiief  joti  gU^or  no.  I  dinna 
understand  this  xihange !  "What  for  oO  ye  lay  sic  an 
emphasis  on  *  shoulil  not*^^|  I  hope  it  isna  the  bogle  you 
are  alluding  to  ?"  ■      r 

«  You  have  heard  tell  o\  then  T 

"  To  be  sure  I  hav^    B<it  dp  you  think  I'm  such  a 
fool  as  to  believe  in  a  nonentity  T' 
,  **  Bai  I .  A  i^nenti^  t ,  .\yh^t^jtl^at  T 

*'It  is  an  ideal  being  without  existencei  like  your 
koi^  Paviq.;  an'  I  realty  Di^o^r  how  a  good,  religious, 
decent  lad  like  you  can  believe  in  sic  a  delusion -as  that 
the  BfM.iafhtunUi  by  a  bfigl^.*?     .  •.  . 

*^  There  ^e  somp  thiugjs  that,  a  mail  caniia  help  be- 
lieving, Jock,  no  wi'  ther  help  of  a'  the  philosophy  iii 
tbe  Warkl  erami^ed  into  him.  .  An*  therefore  I  shaQ  ;9ay 
nae  mair.but  this,  th^t  j  thin^  we  wad  be  wiser  to  stay 
mhex^  we  ajoe,  an'  no^gang  to  the  courting  the  night,  tiu 
me  beBi.vtau  about  th^igs.'' 

^  Na,  na,  Davie,  Pm  no  gaun.  io  be  put  off  that  gate. 
•Ye  hae  ventit  twa  veiy  heavy  insinuations  against  the 
lasses  o'  the.  Brae*.  First,  th^t  they  are  takmg  them- 
selves up  wi'  grand  gentlnnen^  and  neist,  that  th^ 
JMwise  is  hnuntit  wi'  a  ghost;  an'  I  say  the^e  are  baith 
tttiy.«ruQli9Ainuationsn    Ye  should  xemember  that  the 
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ii&^fMi^  .sUon  on  a  young  Fona&*s  chani/Qter  ia  uoco  ill 
to  wash  out  again." 

'.  **  WhatHcan  I  h«lp  it»  Jock!  It  wasna  frae  ony  ill 
ifaugn  fbat  I.said  sae,  but  wiiat  I  ken  to  be  true  I  wiU 
«ay.  I  say  then  that  therie  are  gentlemen  hovering 
about  the^e  lasses  wha  eanniM  he  wanting  them  for 
wiy^^^make  o'  that  what  you  will.  An'  I  say  further 
that  there  is  a  bogle  about  their  housei  for  I  saw  it 
Btyadl'y  an*  got  ,a  devil  of  a  g^if  wi't  too.  Ay*  sic  a  fleg 
that  I'hae  never  been  sae  right  sinsyne.  Even  a  lang- 
nebbit  wovd,  wi'  a  bogly  so^vl  like  a  nonentity,  gars 
me  start** 

**  Ha  I  .ha !  ha !  that's  precious !  That  is  quite  so* 
perlative  I  Oome,  tell  us  a*  about  it,  man.-.  This  i^ 
grand  I  I  did  hear  lately  that  the  pl^e  was  hauntit  by 
a  g^aist,  an*  that  the  twa  auld  folks  were  terrified  amau^ 
out  o*  their  wits  about,  but  thajt  the  lasi^s  thought  it  a 
fine  ploy.  An'  it  is  quite  we^  understood  to  be  ane  of 
their  swtoefthearts  .dressed  i^  Uke>  corpse  in  a  white 
sheet  to  keep  the  other  lads  away  on  the  Friday  nights." 

<«  Do  you  say  sae,  Jock.  If  I  wi^t  that  to  be  t^e  .1 
wad  gie  that  ghaist  sic  a  drubbing  as  a  ghaiat  never 
got  out  o'  the  ill  place.  For  d'ye  ken  it  used  me  w^aor 
than  a  dogt  An*  since  ye  hae  put  that  in  my  hes^d,  I 
will  not  Idl  a  word  o'  &e  story  till  I  try  that  gfaaist's 
mettle  aince  mair.     If  you  will  stand  by  me,  Jock,  I'M 

nin  on.  it,  aa'  be  it  a  spirit  or  b^  it  a  mortal  creature, 
all  put  its  energies  to  the  proof."  . , ,. 

**  €»ie  me  your  hand,  bravone^ghboor.  That's,  /s^ioken 
Jike.a  mm  I  Stand  by  you,  man  1.  Ill  never,  bid  yon 
jBtand  by  me,  for  I'll  gang  afore  ye  a'  the  gate,  an'  as  I 
ken  weel  that  a'  the  bogles  that  appear  to  wooers  are 
naelhiag  but.  scarecrows,  wi'  ae  swapp  o'  my  staff  HI 
let  you  see  me  ding  your  bogle  heels-o'er-head,  aii'.wal|c 
straight  on  to  the  delicious  joys  o'  smiling  beauty/'. 

Davie,  without  more  ado,  took  down  his  plaid  and 
hazel  staff,  and  with  his  bonnet  drawn  down  over  his 
brow  in  a  sort  of  determined  manner,  jogged  off  with 
his  amorous  companion.  Davie  was  convinced  he  had 
.beea  io^Kmed  oUf  aod  was  this  night  resolved  to  work 
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lib  inty  to  bontif  BaTbara  Bdl  aga^M'  die  opp(A»l6k 
of  spirits  and  men-        ^  »  i    .   • 

Bai4)i»y  Va«^the  dde^t  btat  tkie.GfiM  Ftaner  Bdrs 
daughters.  He  Was  a  yeoman'  of '<fld  ^d  hee^eotiAfe 
Btanditig,  bttt  his  ftimi'WiLb'  smtdli-afid'his'.-kicdme,  in 
fhese  pipi^  times  of  pea^e;  stSll  smallen  -  GoBse- 
qn^tljr  his  daughters  W^ffe.]i^her  ladiea  ilO^-fai^zies. 
They  Wrought  all  their  ftith^s  work  out  and  in ;  dressed 
like  ladies  on  this  Simdays'-'drank  teaonca  a 'year  widi 
the  parish  minister  and  hw  fsonily-^^ead  'Ui«ir  BibleH 
chapter  about,  bit  the  Ssbbbath  evenings^w^e  heaithy, 
comely,  and  amorous— the  toasts  of  all  tbe  Tomig 
shepherds,  joiners,  m.ttsbns,.  and  eVena  tkilOrs  it  the 
parish ;  submitted  iky  be  courted  at  f  least  one  ni^  ia 
the  week,  and  'when  3Foung  gentlemen  oi^  principal 
Utrmers'  sons4»atii6  to  tree  theni)  the  'heaps -of  oatmeal 
eakes,  a<$ones,  butter*  <^heesei  and  kam-ihat  loaded  the 
tabte  ware  truly  tfeiiien^s,  wMle  to  att  ''thetfC^  dpdnty 
and  rarei  aHidleii'  (he^^iflle,  Wealthy,  ^ittd  htod^'Wioiight 
lasses  were  fhei^ebt  -ciistomers.  it' did'  oitbtj»  IimiC 
gOQfd  to  (see  them,  ancf  it  was'  supposeddid-^eiiglitthe 
heaH  of  every  otie  except  tlieir  mother,  w&o  warned 
iQwHys  to  have  them  gk^^g^teel-and^  min^e^itoiitlicd 
betetis  coriipany.'  '*  f -f-     •  -,  *  -  > 

;'  •*  Ye  need  na  fksh  ta  halve  that  8ieon«,<tiiMi6r,  hand 
It  just  by  to  tae  as  it  is.'^ '' •        -  ti      - 

t'  '^Dear  lasoe,  y%  eat  89  gin  ye  liadna  seeniineat  the 
day."  ■    /*.:''•      "•'^--•.-^     •  '       ' 

'  Ba^  was^  the  ^iM^,  and  such  thelQuswss  of  the 
Brae,  to  whom  oiir  two  shephercb»  wes^his  ainiitrgooig 
^-wooing.  They  were  lasses  that  far  surpassed  aU 
the  others  of  die  district  for  lightness  of  heart,  good- 
humour,  a»d  a  nestlessf  and  radier  ttiscMevons,  joeii'* 
-larity.  '    v 

<«  What  was  the  bogle  like,  that  ye  saw  at  the  Brae, 
Davier 

-  "  It  is  not  easy  to  tell  what  it  was  like.  It  appeared 
'first  to  me,  at  a  (^stance,  like  a  man  o*  fire,  as  if  he  had 
been  made  of  a  thin  iowe.  Then  he  came  boUingfinrward, 
finung  an'glowringas  if  he  wad  kae  awallow^  me  up* 
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Tkea  away  back  again,  aae  far  that  I  couid  bardiy  ken 
hioL  I  gaed  roimd  an'  round  the  house,  trying  a'  parts 
to  get  in;  for  when  ane  has  a  real  sweetheart,  it  is 
hard  to  be  worn  back  frae  her.  I  assure  you,  I  was 
uae  easily  cowed,  but  I  saw  enough  that  night  to  hae 
put  the  maist  part  o'  folks  out  o'  their  reason,** 

"  All  a  trick,  Davie — a  mere  trick  o'  legerdemain, 
carried  on  wi*  the  lasses  an*  th^ir  sweethearts,  for  fun. 
They  are  capable  of  ony  harmless  trick  in  the  world, 
thae  lasses.  We  shall  see.  We  shall  see.** 
.  "  I  was  fairly  driven  frae  the  field  at  last.  But  yet 
I  hae  some  jealousings  that  it  was  a  trick.  For  when 
I  was  at  the  very  desperatest,  an*  praying  like  mad,  I 
am  almaist  certain  I  heard  some  bursts  o*  suppressed 
laughter.  It  is  the  thought  o*  that  which  puts  roe  mad, 
an'  gars  me  yearn  to  have  a  hand-shaking  wi*  the.ghaist. 
If  it  be  a  man,  Til  nip  his  windpipe  to  him;  if  a 
woman,  Fs  no  say  what  1*11  do.  But  if  it  be  a  spirit—^ 
a  shadow  without  a  real  substance — why  man  canna 
contend  wi*  it.** 

"  Not  by  strength  o*  arm,  but  by  the  supreme  might 
o*  knowledge  and  learning  he  may.  Now  you  were 
talking  of  praying,  which  I  'suppose  had  no  effects 
Whereas  I  am  in  possession  of  the  mighty  words  ^at 
can  1^  any  spirit 

*'  Then,  Jock,  ye  hae  ane  o'  the  greatest  treasures  in 
the  world,  and  we  are  safe.  Pray,  will  you  teach  me, 
fte  sentence  V*  ^ 

**  Recite  the  words  after  me,  then.  In  te  Domine, 
speravi.    What  do  you  laugh  at  f* 

"I  laugh  to  hear  you  ca^g  the  spirit  an  in-tae*d 
domihie.  It  is  not  me  least  like  a  dominie.  But  we 
are  drawing  near  to  the  spot,  now,  an'  if  my  een  dinna 
deceive  me,  yonder  it  is  beginning  to  glimmer.  Now, 
Jock,  take  you  the  lead,  as  you  promised,  an*  face  th0 
in-tae*d  dominie,** 

'  Jock,  with  a  gallant  swagger  of  his  arm,  took  the  lead, 
but  his  breath  was  manifestly  cutting,  through  appre- 
hension.   In  the  ascent  towards  the  house,  one  loses 
tight  of  it,  until  he  emerges  all  at  once  on  the  verge  of 
K3 
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m  plsdfbrm,  ftiM>tK  ^fiftjr  paces  from  tbfe  door.  F/oM  ttft 
verge  our  two  ehepMirds  cautiously  set  up  their  headsi 
tight  in  front  of  the  old  hons^.  The  night  was  pltch^ 
dafk,  and  the  windows  all  closed ;  but  iiearly  where 
they  ju^ed  the  door  ought  to  have  been,  they  perceived 
a  dim,  gummering  light.  "Now,  yotfs  it— yon's  it"— * 
whispered  DaVie  to  his  companion ;  "  yon  i»  the  very 
i(pot  'where  it  rose  from  upon  me.  Yon  is  the  Inciividual 
fiery  guardian^angel  of  the  lasses.  But  dinna  l^ 
dauntit,  Jock,  for  it  Will  be  astonished  when  it  hears 
itsel*  ca'd  anin-tae'd  dominie.  Now,  let  us  advance 
with  cantion,  an*  keep  a  good  ee,  for  ere  ever  We  ken 
^hat  we  ai^e  about,  it  wiH  be  on  us  like  a  fieiy  dragon.* 

"Do*  you  think — we  Ji^d  not  better — ^retreat  for  a 
little — and^— keep  a  due  distance— till  we  sfee  ?" 

"No,  no,"  said  Davie,  determined  to  see  the  farthest 
possil^e ;  *^  push  on ;  remember,^  that  it  is  only  a  trick 
—a  mere  tiick  of  legerdemsiin,  contrived  by  die  lasses 
and  their  sweethearts  to  keep'  rivzds  at  a  distance. 
We  must  not  be  humbugged  this  way." 

Thus  admonished,'  and  lialf  pusheu  forward  by  Davie, 
who  was  resolved  to  fathom  the  phenomenon,  Jock 
advanced,  step  by  step,  keeping  his  head  vtery  high, 
and  breathing  sfomewhat  short,  Davie  still  eilc'ouragiug 
him  on  with  cheering  words.  "  Pray  mov^  on  a  litde 
faster,  Jock ;  an*  keep  i)i  mind  the  laying  words ;  I  hae 
a  great  deal  to  lippen  to  them.'* 

At  this  moment,  the  dim  light  rushed  forward  upon 
them,  iad  there  stoqd  up  imipediat^ly  before  Jock,  a 
hideous  sight  indeed  '  There  was  the  evident  ^appear- 
ance of  a  female  corpse,  dressed  in  d^ad-clotfies,  w^Ui 
its  white  eyes  turned  up,  its  white  lips  grinninc  far 
apart,  and  its 'pale  hand  clenched,  and  waved  m  a 
threatening  attitude ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  vtiole 
form*  of  the  apparition  was  involved  .in  a  ball  o  thin 
flame.  Now,  though, it  necessarily  takes  some  Htde 
time  to  describe  this,  the  whole  was  the  operation  of  a 
moment — of  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  ^oqk  uttered  a 
short,  horrific, roar,  exactly  resembling  that  of  a  High- 
land bullock,   and  throwing   liiinSelf  backward  with 
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nttiniso  fprce  upon  p^i^noflm  overthrew  hw  dowiv  tbe 
^aieq^)  and  fell  xight  above  hiiiL  Ha  was  so  ^ievously 
Jbtttt/be-dotM  Mjlirie^  b^t.-th^jro  I^e  l^y,; rolling  aod 
;«ixclaiming,>f  Plague  onyaur  coward  heart  I  for  I'm  ^ 
JiSled  man!  . 'Miivdeared,  soiashed,  hroozlcidl  Wae 
-;ffiorth  a*  thy  t^ra^Bg-  an*  thy^  langrnebbit  words^  an* 
4ang-tatled  senten^ee,  for  great  >7prd^  an'  great  actions 
nev«f  gang  thegikhei!  IJ' 

•  ^*.WIi^  gnling  i^n*  ahivei^ng  is  »'  that,"  cried  the 
OthtTf  .^  ye  heaitlebs^t^ockhead  1  get  ifp  am'  come  away, 
ferfrm  lamed,  ai;i'  mad*^  juat  in. a  key  to^fa^e  tlie 
idevfl  I  ;  Joek.l  Jdck I  t-  say,  what,  ails,  ye  I , .  Speak; 
.are  ye  dead,  or  only  felled  ?    What,  naething  tut^  groans  I 

jA9>the  h ia.tny  life,  I  believe  the  chap'3  deeing  in 

-gocid  earnests  •.  HiUoa !  IJilloa ! .  Limits  here  !  .Lights 
jin'  water t.  There's  a  .m^  jpnrdered!.  Murder! 
•Murder  i' Ae  ho  we  tbis^  night!" 

(X«ft  witnt  tbe  laoptbent  light,  and  then  there  was.  a 
great  bustle  about  the  house,  and  a  confused  noi$e,  as 
>if' womeit*aivolpes  -and  men's  yoices  mi:^d^  and  among 
.Ih0  ifest  ft8uppves8.ed  one,  ^at  he  heard,  saying, "  That's 
•Bavle  Dinlap's  toice.  J  hope  naething  bad  may  hae 
Jbappeo^  to  him,"  The  Ifisses  o^me.  running  with 
,  lights,  and  bonny  Barbara  foremost*  ^*  Take  care^  and 
-keep  your  distance  "  cjied  Davie,  *'  for  I'm  an  eerltated 
aiia%  sairly  hurt,  an'  my  neighbour's  killed-  Wha  aj;e 
;ye1  Are  ye  the  ghaiat  agaiaT 
.  :«*Na,  na,  Davie;  I'ln  nae  ghaist,.  but  genuine  flesh 
«Dd  blood,  in  the  Ibrm  o'  your  ain  Barbary  o'  the  Brae< 
What's  the  matteu?" 

<*0,  the  matter,  lassie?    Ye.  will  ower  i^on  sec 

what'*  the  matter.      Here  is  ae .  man  murdered,  an' 

y  another  deadly  woynded.    I^ook  at  Jock  Guidwpod  0" 

the  Cogleet  there  he  is  lying  ^tiff.   An'  then^  look  at  me-'* 

The  eye  follows,  aye  the  heart.  .  Barbara  looked  first 
.*:at  Davie,  and  uttered  a  loud  scream,  for  be  waj^  covered 
•with  blood,  bat  hardly  ever  deigned  to  look  at  J^ck, 
.  jnhti  was  lying  rigid  o&  the  gre^n.  Her.  sistexa  gathered 
;  •bout  them,  and,  assisted  by  two  genteel  young  men, 
Ihay  earned  Jo«k  %uit^<  stiff  aod  inse|v»bie  into  ^  bed 
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fai  a  hay-M^  for  iear  of  ^turbing  die  old  fanner  aod 
his  wife  who  had  imred  to  reet.  One  of  the  jonng 
gentleman  took  on  him4he  maaageiMttt«f*^el&apleae 
wooei's  caae ;  and  first  he  blew  some  powdered  ginger 
np  the  nose ;  which  had  the  efibct  of  making  hitti  sbeeae 
slightly,  but  he  only  opened  lushes,  stared  wikfiy 
about  him^  and  then  diea  again.  BtMl  Uie  young  gen- 
tleman treated  the  sufferer  only  wi^  a  degree  of  lerity, 
as  if  sensible  there  was  no  danger  $  and,  calling  for  a 
pipe,  he  forced  some  tobaeco-8nm:e  down  die  deceased'ii 
throat,  which  forced  him  to  come  alWe,  to  prevent  hiA- 
self  being  Suffocated.  He  did  not,  however,  come  to 
his  right  senses  all  that  night ;  but  the  next  moraing, 
after  sunrise,  he  took  ha  plaid  about  him,  and  with  a 
face  as  white  as  a  clout  made  off  for  home,  without 
bidding  the  lasses  of  the  Brae  good  morrow.  He  never 
went  more  back  there  to  court,  nor  would  hie  ever  after 
BO  much  as  smile  when  Da^e  men^eiied  thnft  in-iae*d 
dominie  to  him. 

Not  so  with  Davie,  who  dung  to  his  beloved  Bar- 
bara, notwithstanding  the  mystery  that  suitonnded  her. 
He  was  not  much  wounded,  being  only  out  a  little  on 
the  hand  and  cheek,  and  having  besides  bled  plentifiilly 
at  the  nose,  so  that  aftier  he  was  washed  he  was  whole, 
or  nearly  so.  He  was  confbunded  and  distressed  be- 
yond measure  at  what  he  had  seen,  yet  it  was  ovt  of 
his  power  to  believe  any  evil  of  Bai^anu  He  entreated 
her,  as  she  valued  his  esteem,  to  explain  to  him '  the 
mystery  of  the  apparition  that  night,  but  she  put  him 
off  with  dark  hints  and  insinuations,  assuring  him  at 
the  same  time  that  she  would  explain  it  all  to  him  as 
soon  as  she  comprehended  it  herself.  She  told  him 
farther  in  confidence  that  there  would  be  more  news 
about  it  still,  and  that  of  a  more  serious  deseripddn. 
The  word  now  spread  like  lightning  that  the  Brae 
^'was  haunted  by  a  malevolent  spirit,  which  caused  a 
.  great  sensation  through  the  district,  imd  many  were  die 
unfeasiUe  stories  that  wer^  circtdated  about  the  BcHs. 
-  That  a  murder  had  been  committed  was  natoiKaMy  and 
generally  admitted,  but  then  Uiere  was  nobody  missiBg. 
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%  Anongr^ofeheffv,  MiB<  QxpncQx  of  Dogdean,  and  her 
daisyfaElcirs  got  bold  of  il,  and  made  grand  stori^ci  out  of 
iu  Jkii  oAfi  lime  the  mother  wa«^  a  witch,  an4  stxrrQunded 
by  wicked  «piiit»*  At  another  tim^  ther^  was  a  eeitaia 
jroonghdy  who  bad  been  very  ill,  and  coii^edtoher  room 
im  fsome  woeks^  and  th^ngh  no  grown-up  woman  ther^ 
kbouts  ^aa  a^esingr  whal  was  to  hinder  ther  apparitioi^ 
fimm  being  the  ghost  of  ^  haby*  .  They  did  not  see  why 
the  g^oat  o£  a  baim  sbonid  not  be  as  big  as  the  biggest 
vrHsanin  the  parish.  .  Such  insinuations  as  these  and 
many  more  w^re  manow  to  the  bones  of  li&s.  and  the 
Misaes  Guiror* .         . 

Mrs.  Gnrror  was  a  wtowjady*  9Uid  had  likewise 
fonr  cbmghters,  far  ricbeit,  far  iirouder,  and  a  great  dead 
kUer  thanthe  lasses  of  the  Brae.  Nevertheless,  at  aU 
kirns,  weddings,  d«noingH9cbool,  and  oharity-baUs,  it  so 
hai^eiied  that  the  lasses  of  ibe  Brae  were  far  more  in 
demand,  and  one  or  other  of  them  uniformly  taken  to 
iha  top  of  every  countrynJani?©,  because  in  truth  Aey 
were  far  more  lovely  and  amorous,  and  had  ^  double 
preportkm  of  ^ee  aiid  smimation.  There  were,  more^ 
over,  flocks  of  wooers  constantly  running  to  the  Brae» 
while  at  I>ogdean  one  was  a  great  rarity.  The  copse- 
i|uenoe  was  that  the  Currqrs  hated  ^eir  rivals  wiih  a 
perfect  hatred ;  and  from  n^om  tp  jught  their  chief  cop^. 
tttm.was  now  the  making  e(Hm|cientaries  on  the  story 
tof  the  ghost;  and  a  very  bad  .story  they  made  of  it. 
<  WelU  but  it  eo  ohanced  .th^^^  wooer  di4  Qome  one 
Aiglit  to  IKtgdean^  a  handsmne«  swaggering  little  feUow, 
Ai^  quite  an  Adonis  in  beauty.  I(e  told  his  errand 
briefly  and  without  heiM^tatioa,  espying  he  was  come  to 
t»uit  Mias  Alice  Curror,  if  tl^re  were  no  par^ular 
>9bjeot]OBS,  He  cWas  a  joiner,  he  added,  by  profession, 
a.  fiiBMiate  workman;  and  his  name  was  John  I#^aw. 
Aa  theold  mother  kAew  his  father  wellras  honeet  i^ 
flgan  as  ^  ver  lived,  and,-^in  short  the  young  wt^er  wnp 
fliet  mdy  made  weloOme  but  earessed  exceedmgly;  ^^ 
Aenrer  wasMiss  Alice  Curror  see«  to  wulk  tbmigb  ^ 
\  with  such  an  air  aft  she  did  that  lu^t.  It  was 
snpieDie»  Jbr  there  wm  eomieious  dipiMy  ^ 
so 
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satisfaction  in  it ;  and  whfen  the  old  laother  went  tcrbcr 
bed  and  left  the  two  lovers  bv  lhemsel?es,  she  gars 
Jock  Laidlaw  a  good-humoured  wink,  and  bade  him  sit 
near  her.  Now  this  young  buck  needed  no  sueh  hint, 
for  at  the  very  first  he  began  with  a  flirtation  that  had 
iBomething  suspicions  in  itj  and  really  began  to  use  free- 
doms with  Miss  Alice  even  before  her  mother  and 
sisters,  which  no  other  lover  would  have  used  but  hkn- 
self,  and  which,  perhaps,  no  other  maiden  in  the  parish 
would  have  admitted.  But  that  my  fair  and  fastid^iw 
readers  may  not  be  in  the  least  degree  sliockcd,  it  is 
best  to  tell  them  at  once  that  this  handsome  and  dash- 
ing wooer  was  no  other  than  Miss  Jane  Bell  of  the 
Brae,  come  to  hear  the  blemishes  of  her  owii  character 
and  those  of  her  mother  and  sisters;— «he  did  so  with  a 
Tengeance  1  For  it  was  the  theme  in  which  Miss  Alice 
delighted,  and  in  the  most  vituperative  slander  t)f  them 
did  she  spend  the  greater  part  of  the  night.  The  young 
and  blooming  coxcomb  haid,  however,  attained  the  means 
of  a  severe  retaliation;  and  Jane  Bell  went  h«mi6  in 
the  morning  highly  d^ighted  with  her  eoorting  exr 
pedition. 

This  was  on  the  Friday  night ;  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  Monday  foUpwihg  there  was  a  dance  ^md  suppen 
dn  account  of  some  charity,  where  the  rival  damsels  all 
met  together.  Miss  Alice  was  never  seen  so  gay ;  she 
smiled,  tossed  her  head  at  the  lasses  of  tlie  Brae,  and 
talked  of  wooers  and  of  forsaken  maidens ;  and  it  was 
remained  that  the  name  of  John  Laidlaw  was  often 
heard  pronounced  with  considerable  emphasis  whea 
ther^  did  not  seem  any  very  prominent  reasons  for  such 
pronunciation.  In  short,  the  hatidsome  young  wooer 
had  made  such  an  impression  on  Mise  Alice  Currort 
that  she  was  half  crazy  with  reflections  and  anticipa^ 
tions  of  delight,  uirtil  suppeivtime,  that  the  malicious 
Jane  Bel!  took  e^tre  to  place  herself  close  by  her  side. 
But  at  every  friendly  r^»iark  made  by  Miss  Jane,  die 
otiier  threw  up  her  nose  hi  disdain,  with  a  "hum"  or  m 
"hey^mdeed,"  and  mentioned  to  her  left-hand  neigb- 
hmx  XWt  appearances  were  c^rtcsinly  very  much  agdnst 
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wme  peapie  just  now ;  and  then  asked  what  was  the 
common  punishment  inflicted  for  yanticide. 

At  length  Jane  o'  the  Brae  said  to  hear  very  seriously, 
in  a  whisper,  "  I  am  really  sorry  for  your  behaviour  the 
aught.  Miss  Alic^  an'  perfectly  ashamed  o't.  How  can 
ye  gang  ower  tlie  name  o!  Jock  J^aidlaw,  when  it  is  sae 
weel  kend  to  a'  that's  here  what  kind  o'  night  you  and 
he  spent  on  Friday  night  last  ?" 

Miss  Alice's  lips  turned  into  a  deathy  paleness,  an,d 
her  eyes  fixed  in  her  head,  while  her  exulting  rival  fol- 
lowed  up  her  threat  with  a  miniite  description  of  all 
that  passed  between  them,  as  well  she  could,  and  all 
the,  scandalous  things  that  she  had  said  of  herself  and 
sisters.  Miss  AUce's  proud  and  silly  heart  could  not 
stand  ibis  exposure  made  to  her  detested  rival,  her 
form  grew  rigid,  and  all  that  she  was  capable  of  doing 
was  swallowing  down  great  gulps  of  air,  the  muscles 
of  her  throat  being  apparently  convulsed. 

"  Ay,  it  is  ower  true  an'  far  ower  weel  kend,  I  fear," 
con^nued  Jane.  "He  tauld  me  a'  about  it;  an.d  I  be- 
lieve has  afore  this  time  tauld  every  lass  in  the  parish, 
for  I  observed  them  a'smirting  and  laughing  as  ye  were 
gaun  ower  an'  ower  his  name.  But,  if  ye  Imd  heard 
l^w  he  was  laughin'  at  youl.  An'  goodness  forgie  us  1 
ke  saud  that;  but  it  surely  couldna  be  true.  Ay 
that — ;''Jxere  the  malicious  Jane  whispered  something 
into  Miss  Alice's  ear.  Nature  could  support  no  more* 
Miss  Alice  was  supping,  or  rather  had  been  supping 
ijunced  coUops  out  of  a  broth  plate,  with  a  cast-metal 
spoon  plated  over  with  tin,  rather  a  heavy  and  sub* 
staAltial  implemcint*  On  hearmg  the  insidio\Ls  sentence 
she  sprung .  to  her  feet,  her  tall  spare  form  appearing 
taller  than  ordinary,  and  dashing  the  yettlin  spoon  down 
on  the  plate  and  the  minced  coUop^  till  both  lyere 
scatt^ed.  in  flinders,  ,she  ran  to  the  door,  screaming 
out  a  deep  and  hysterical  ban  on  the  whole  made 
oreatipn«,  ,  . 

The  eompany  were  dumbfounded!  thunderstruck! 
Not  one  of  them  had  heard  a  word  that  Miss  Jane  Bell 
had  said  in  a  serious  and  apparent  friendly  whispejr, 
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and  of  course  they  imagined  her  to  haVe  ht&tk  s^^ie^ 

Sr  a  temporary  fit  of  limacy  of  the  most  Tidlent  s6rt. 
cr  mother  and  three  sisters  hurried  out  after  her  in 
great  dismay,  and  siipported  her  home. 

But  the  adventures  of  this  ominous  night  were  hut 
beginning.  The  road  down  to  Dogdean  is  by  the  aide 
of  a  hazel  copse,  on  the  right-hand^  which  citiends 
ahnost  close  to  the  door.  When  the  ladies  catiie  within 
twenty  paces  of  thfe  door,  they  pefcared  a  dim  light  as 
if  deep  in  the  wood.  '  The  mother  ofesttfved  ii  first,  and 
said  in  a  whisper,  "Bairiis,  what^s  yont" 

«*  It  is  a  light,"  said  one. 

"  You  heed  not  tell  me  that,"  rejoined  the  old  dame. 
•*But  what  can  a  light  be  doing  there  at  sic  a.  tin»e  o* 
night  as  this?  I  wish  it  may  not  be  something 
oncanny.'* 

•*  Lord  forbid !"  said  the  other  datighlets ;  but  ^here 
was  no  time  for  further  observation,  for  out  of  that  dim 
light  the  Devil  came  rushing  upon  them  like  a  tremendous 
lion,  all  on  flame ;  his  fierce  bloodshot  eyes  roffihg  most 
fiuiooaiy. 

•*Yelir*  quoth  the  mother,  and  "yell: f*  screamed 
the  daughters,  all  with  one  squall.  Down  they  tumbled 
together,  and  over  and  over  in  a  tangled  heap  fliey 
joued,  never  letting  one  yell  abide  anoth«,  until  at  last 
they  landed  all  in  a  coil  on  their  owri  little  pariourfidor. 

Unluckily  at  that  moment  in  rushed  Girzy  Blake  the 
kitchen  maid,  with  a  Kght.  The  effecta  of  a  sudden 
light  on  terror-stricken  people  are  wdl  known.  Every 
one  of  them  fainted;  and  there  were  all  the  five  lying 
stretched  on  the  floor,  wilh  ih«jir  faces  upwai^s,  fepome 
ahiverin^  and  grasping  the  carpet,  others  lying  stiff  and 
rigid  as  if  in  death.  '    ; 

Now  Gir^y  was  not  deeply  concerned  abbiit  her  five 
mistresses,  for  she  liked  t^em  very  ill,  arid  cared  not 
if  they  were  all  dead  in  good  eahiest ;  but  ^e  weened 
that  it  behooved  her  to  do  something  in  such  an  emer* 
gency.  As  the  only  expedient  that  struck*  hfer  obtuse 
head,  she  first  stuffed  all  their  noses  with  peppermint^ 
and  followed  that  by  clashing  large  paiifiils'  of  cold 
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Wer  on  ihtm,  all  the  while  spe^ng  without  inter* 
mission  to  herself,  or  rather  to  them. 

"Od,  Ps  outher  gar  ye  come  to  yoursels  or  else 
drown  ye.  Ye  may  depend  on  that!  gin  the  puinp 
keep  but  garni j-  Ts  gife  a  sloekening.  Tak'  ye  that. 
lass ;  I  sail  gar  your  pettico^es  haud.  Haw  I  but  it  is 
a  strange  business  this.  I  wish  ane  6*  you  wad  come 
about  at  ony  rate,  to  help  me  to  streek  the  rest." 

Thus  went  Girzy,  while  running  to  the  pump  and 
back  again,  and  giving  pailfid  about  to  ^e  fainted,  till 
the  room  was  fkirly  turned  into  a  Itvde  loch,  and  the 
house  was  totally  immersed  in  water.  But  Girzy 
wanted  it  deeper,  still  wisely  conjecturing  that  if  she 
could  once  get  it  to  run  in  at  their  mouths  and  their 
ears,  then  they  would  be  obliged  to  lecoyer  or  do 
worse. 

Miss  Alice  herself  was  now  the  first  who  came  to 
her  senses,  the  former  agitation  having  prevented  the 
fright  from  the  appeaarknce  of  the  Devil  impressing  her 
so  deeply.  At  first  she  began  to  splash  and  swatter 
like  a  young  whale  lefl  in  shoal  water;  but  at  lengA 
$ihe  sat  fairiy  up  among  the  liquid  element,  and  stared 
ttTound  her  -with  a  face  of  terror;  When  Grirzy  per- 
eeiv^  this  token  of  retarding  animation,  she  ran  fbr 
ether  two  paik  of  water,  and  lashed  it,  about  a  gallon 
lilt  a  time.  On  the  face  and  bosom  of  Miss  Alice,  whose 
screams  much  resembled  the  cries  of  a  mawkin  wheur 
being  worried  by  dogs,  though  in  inverse  proportion, 
the  ktler  alw^s  waging  wesdcer  and  weaker,  but  her» 
growing  louder  at  every  ba^sm ;  till  enough  to  waken 
the  dead. 

It  is  needless  to  describe  the  whole  process  of  their 
jiecovery,  and  how,  one  by  one,  (hey  arose  from  their 
watery  bed,  with  all  the  <^may  and  conilision  that  fol- 
lowed. These  every  one  must  fancy  for  himself,  and 
siq^pose  all  the  five  in  the  eastern  room  denuded  of 
tliehr  wiet  apparel,  and  snug  in  bed,  with  many  sighs, 
and  **  oh !  oh !  oh's  !**  often  repeated ;  and  some  low  and 
fearful  remarks  on  the  strange  apparition  they  had  seen* 
and  the  maaXL  glowworm  ugbt  fipom  which  it  seeoied 
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toptaeeed.  Alice  «Dokie  ii«t  a  word  goflifdror  bad^Iifr 
heart  was  broken,  Dod  her  character,  a«  eha  eoncewedt 
•mirdiy  rained  by  the  trick  played  her  by.Jme  Bell. 

The  old  farm^ioiue  of  Ik^dean  wae  lU^e  n^ai^  olhem 
in  that  country.  It  had  a  fronl-door  wiih  a  room  oi| 
each  hand,  and  a  backdoor  that  led  into  tbe  kttchpn^  and 
ODt  to  the  offices*  The  bedrootn  in  which  tbey  now 
were  Was  the  one  nex^  to. the  wood,  and  its  window 
bad  DO  shnttei^,  but  a  screen  fell  down  uifiide«  of  a  thin 
texture  like  a  wire-sieve;  and  while  the  five  ladieitf 
were  all  thus  lying,  under  deep  apprehcnsionch  t^ 
mother  observed  a  dim  light  that  paiti^ly  iUumiaated 
the  room.  She  raised  her  head,  and  cs^ed  aloud  on 
her  Maker's  natne,  and  in  an  instant  all  tbe  five  heads 
were  popped  over  the  beds*.  They  pereeivfid,  with 
trembling  dread,  that  something  was  approaching  the 
window  of  a  supernatural  kind^  but  they  l^ad  no  time 
lor  observation,  before  the  ghost  of  a  lady  aj^ared  'm* 
aide.  It  was  the  same  apparition  which  appeikred  to 
Jock  and  Oavlie  at  the  Brae,  and  had  ao  nearly  beea 
4ie  death  of  them  both ;  and  as  it  has  be^  described 
abeady,  it  is  needless  to  repeat  the  definition.  It  w«» 
a  most  c^palling  and  terrific  spectre,  and  the  impressioin 
Aat  it  inade  was . consonant  t»  its  bideoMa  appearance. 
Over  the  beds  tumbled  the  five  makiens  in  the  most 
dreadful  dismay.  The  motheif  was  th^  first  at  the  door* 
hut  the  otbera  pressed  do  haid  upom  her  that  she  could 
vol  get  it  opened,  and  every  one  was,  oalli^^  loudei; 
Ibaa  another*  «^  The  bogle  o'  the  Brae  I  the  hogla  o'  the 
Bi«e  P  ^e  hindemosk  was  absf^nti^y  Mr^amii^  lund 
reaving  on  the  shoulders  of  the  rest. 

As  Siey  effected  thdr  eseape  tbriNSgh  the  kUehen, 
Qir2y>  joined  them,  and  all  the  six  lovlom  lemalea 
scampered  thxovgh  the  yard  and  over  the  dimghdls,  to 
4b6  duimay  and  degrada^n  of  their  iair  and  well-turned 
limbs.  Ihey  topk  shelter  in  the  stable,  wher»  they 
biddled  together  in  a  stall*  and  cried  akmd  for  the  seir"* 
ta^  and  cottagers,  who  soon  gathered  abo^  th6Bi» 
hraa^^  them  U^nkets  and  plaids  in  the  daxk  to  k^dog 
llMi  (iom  thepoldt  un^  itiira«  al  l«ngth  aressiVfi^M  t^ 
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iridi  olA  Andrew  GMdeir  at  their  liettd,  che^  w(ndd  all 
go  in  a  body  and  ooce  more  take  poasesdion  of  the  pre«- 

mi668«  '  ■*    , 

Andrew  wais  a  tall'  thin  man,  with  hair  and  eyebrows 
as'Whljte  as  snow.  He  did  not  want  courage,  yet  he 
would  hot  beltev«  ^ere  was  any  thing  supemittural  m 
the  house,  but  that  some  vagary  had  emered  into. the 
wt^men'is  heads,  for  he  remarked  that  *'  naebody  could 
tell' what  wad  whiles  enter  a  woman's  head ;"  so  at  the 
head  of  eleven  men  and  women  he  ied  the  way  across 
the  ylffd.  As  he  approadied  the  door  he  perceived  a 
small  dim  light  wittihn  it,  and  was  beginning  to  make 
some  temaiks  6n  the  eircumstanoer  when  the  appari* 
tion  of  the  lady  again  appeared  close  belbre  him.  It 
was  a  sight  thkt  nobody  could  stand,  for  there  it  stood 
once  more  with  its  white  tumed-ont  eyes,  its  raised  shak^ 
ing  hand,  and  its  grinbing  hps,  when  in  another  instant 
a  gigantic  figure  rushed  from  the  kitchen^door  behmd 
the  ghost.  This  latter  carried  its  head  in  its  lefl  hand; 
itnd  in  its  right  a  bloody  sword,  whh  which  it  struck  ai 
the  former  apptritl^m.  The  pale  figure,  shrieked' and 
vanished ;  thfe  whole  was  momentary,  but  hideous  m  the 
extreme.  ■  •  ■    .  • 

There  is  nothing  so  dangerous  to  an  invading  paity 
as  a  hasty  surprise  in  front.  Andrew  had  conducted 
.  his  array  by  a  circuitous  route  through  the  dtmg-yard  to 
tivoid'  a  vile  puddt«  in  the  middU  of  it,  commonly  called 
the  midden  hole,  but  the  force  with  which  he  threw 
Umself  buck  on  the  second  rank^  and  that  on  the  others^ 
landed  dfie  whole  party  in  this  hole  together,  almost 
tigitt  above  each  other,  Andrew  ha;i^ng  the  good  fortune 
to  fan  uppermost"  He  neither  prayed,  nor  praised,  nor 
repeated  any  portion  of'  Scripture,  but  as  with  his  long  legs 
he  made  stepping-stones  of  his  prostrate  companions^  he 
said,  ^  Ye  ken,  sirs,  this  beats  a'.  Eh  I  It's  nae  joking 
Sfathis.     Na.** 

All  Hed  fi«m  the  premises  that  instant,  leaving  th^ 
house  deserted  and  the  door  open.  Mrs.  Cinror  and 
her  daughters  fied  to  the  parsonage,  at  which  they  idid 
not  avrive  till  ai^r  midni^t,  and  then  in  woftd  plif^t 
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fadeed  aiich  a  set  of  'Wo4>egQne  add  wratell^d  figCBMt 
as  admit  not  of  deBcriptkm.  The  parsoa  waa  greatly 
troubled,  believing  that  some  manoBuvre  had  been  effected 
towards  an  extensive  lobbery.  Ail  however  were  agree- 
ably deceived,  for  next  morning  they,  found  ev^  thing 
aafe  and  in  its  proper  place,  and  no  marks  of  depreda- 
tion. But  nothing  could  induce  Mrs.  Ounror  and  daugh* 
ters  to  return  to  Dogdeau.  Th^  retained  it  onlyfor  two 
years  longer,  and  then  gave  it  up  .to  Adam  Blaikley, 
who  still  possesses  it. 

There  has  been  no  ghost-story  in  my  remembrance, 
save  the  wife  of  Lochinabar,. which  'Caused  a  greater 
sensation  than  thk,  principally  owing  to  a  family  having 
been  fairly  chased  away  by  the  spirit  from  their  habita-* 
tion,  whidi  caused  people  to  say  that  that  family  had 
been  conscious  of  some  great  guUt.  But  how  it  should 
have  left  one  family  who  seemed  to  disregard  it,  and 
fasten  upon  another  which  it  at  once  overthrew  and  dis- 
lodged—-ihat  was  an  anomaly  in  the  annals  of  dia- 
Merie  which  could  not  be  accoimted  for.  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  Davie  Dmlap  was  shortly  after  this  married 
to  his  beloved  Barbary  of  the  Brae,  and  the  real  John 
Laidlaw,  the  joiner,  to  her  sister  the  wicked  Jane  BeU« 
who  in  her  courtmg  expedition  had,  it  seems,  taken  her 
sweetheart's  name. 

One  edition  of  this  story  after  another  came  to  my 
ears,  but,  for  my  part,  I  could  not  coo^ehend  it  in  the 
least  degree,  taking  it  merely  for  an  iUusion^  or  some 
fairy  vision  not  to  be  aocoumed  for.  And  yet  the  testi* 
mony  of  two  responsible  shepherds  had  some  weight 
with  it.  But  Jock  Laidlaw,  the  jdner,  being  a  relation 
of  my  own,  as  the  greats  part  of  the  Lai<Uaws  are,  I 
fode  seven  miles  (Mf  my  road  in  Apijl,  1828,  to  vi»t 
him.  He  was  working  at  a  dbtance  from  home*  but  i 
found  his  wife  and  baby.  She  is  an  uncommonly  fine 
woman,  a  perfect  picture  of  health  and  good-htunourt 
but  in  spite  of  all  theincanuations  I  could  use,,  she  kep* 
wide  of  the  ghost-story,  eying  me  from  time  to  time,  with 
a  sly  look,  as  if  she  suspected  the  purport  of  my  visit. 
However,  as  she  really  appeared  glad  to  see  me,  sOi 
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ilFHh  die  kindness  and  condeseensioD  always  inherent 
lit  a  fine  w<»Ban,  she  had  not  the  heart  to  let  me  go  with- 
out my  errmid,  though  not  till  we  were  iathe  wozicshop^ 
where  my  horse  was  standing,  would  she  l>egin.  I 
nnist  gf¥e  the  stofry  in  her  own  words,  which,  to  ine« 
had  a  peccdiar  eest,  owing  to  their  candour  and  siin* 
plicity. 

**  Ye  see,  sir,  the  truth  is,  thslt  the  matter  was  k6e|»t 
a  profound  secret  on  account  of  the  Currors,  but  as  you 
live  sae  far  frae  them^  there  is  nael  danger  o'  diem 
having  it  frae  you.*^  (It  was  all  thai  she  knew>ab6ut  it.) 
**  But  ye  see  the  atory  is  a  very  simple  one.  Ii  happiened 
that  hair^t  that  twa  yowig  clarks  o*  the  law"  (writers' 
clerks  I  supposed)  ••  came  into  our  country  for  a  mondi 
or,  sae  to  fish  troots,  an*  shobt  fowls*  an'  they  war 
fine  handsome  chaps,  wi^  a  great  deal  o'  smedduih  in 
them.  They  never  gaed  by  us  lasses,  neither  on  the 
hay-field  or  hairsf-rigj  without  some  j^hv  passing,  i 
was  the  greatest  hempyfo^  themv'ati^  said  mony  amad< 
like  queer  thing  ta  them,  Uiat  put  them  quite  daft  wf 
delight,  an'  then  it  was  naething  but  *  Miss  Jane*  ^t,  an' 
*  ]V(iss  Jane'  this,  and  ^  Miss  Jane'  every  thing.  Ilka  matter 
was  referred  to  me,  and  we  had'^e  gafiawing  vfi^  the 
dieils,  for  they  Were  fi^e,  hearty  fallows,  na'  nae  scrubs^ 
an*  likit  the  lasses  exceissively.  Then  they  were  eveiy 
day  sendiiig  us  something,  great  creeHu'so'troots,  black- 
cocks, an'  muirfouls,  an'fizzans,  and  whawpsvandpa^ 
tticks,  an*  great  bunches  o'  muirsnipes,  till  at  last  my 
£aither  was  needcessitaltit  to  ax  them  to  their  tea. 

"Well,  ye  see  they  came,  for  they  likit  weel  to  be 
wT  us  lasses ;  an'  for  our  parts,  we  were  perfectly  id^ 
lighted  wi'  them,  for  they  were  twa  rfea/queer  ones,  an- 
bad  sae  mony  quirks,  an'  nickriacks,  an* handicraft  tricki^ 
wi*  them.  An'  among  other  things,  they  had  what  they 
ca*d  a  majie  lanthorrt." 

•*Ohor  says  I,  "1  see'  w^here  away  all  is  to  ehd 
now."  ..     ' 

*  Ay,  now  the  secret's  out,*  conthiued  she ;  "  but  I 
Ttizan.  tell  you  it  a',  for,  oh!  we  had  grand  spbrt  wi'U 
If  e  see,  the  first  tiight  tliey  tried  it  on  us  in  a  dark  bam  \ 


y  Google 


t$B  TUB  CLPIMIOOK* 

we  couldaa  keepcmr  ommtenances  down  aytu  .  Sikaa' 
awsome  figures  eame  glowming  forret  on  us,  that  they 
gan  us  8luver>  an*  squeel,  an*  ^e  our  facea^  an*  some, 
o*  us  ran  away  awthc^^Uher,  I  stood  it  out,  wi*  muckle 
ado,  an'  at  length  came  inio  them  out  o*  the  darknes% 
wawling  like  a  wuUcat,  an'  the  tears  rinni^g  down  o'er 
my  cheeks.  <  Well,  Miss  Jane,'  every  ane  cried,  ^  what 
think  you  of  it!  What  think  you  of  it,  Misa  Janet 
Eh,  tell  us.' 

^^  ^111  just  t^  ye,,  maisteia,  what  1  think  of  it.  Had 
I  no  kend  that  ye  were  here,  an'  w^re  doing  it  by  a 
handicraft  trick,  it  wad  fairly  hae  dung  me  out  o'  my  • 
judgment  An'  in  tliis  country,  where  we  a'  believe  in 
l^uusts  an'  spirits,  ye  may  put  as  many  folks  daft  as  ever 
ye  like.  Naw,  oh !  if  ye'U  but  keep  it  a  sincere  secret, 
well  hae  sic  sport  on  Friday  nights,  when  the  lads 
eome,  for  there  are  a  great  deal  o'  idle  chaps  come  here 
whsuie  backs  we  wad  rather  see  than  their  faces.  If 
ye'U  come  here  on  the  Friday  nights,  we'll  gie  some  o' 
the  chiekl's  a  gliiT  that  they'll  no  soon  forget,  an'  VH 
help  you  a'  that  I  can  wi'  that  spiritual  apparawtua 
mysel.' 

"  Weel,  ye  see  the  darks  o'  the  law  were  quite  de- 
lighted wi'  the  project  themsels,  for  as  I  said  they  likit. 
to  be  wi'  us  lasses  on  ony  pretence,  but  my  sisters  shook 
their,  heads  an,'  lookit  rather  jumm  on't ;  for  my  part  I 
had  made  up  my  mind  to  Jock  Laidlaw,  but  some  o* 
them  hadna  made  up  theirs,  nor  hae  they  found  time  to 
make  them  up  yet.  So,  the  twa  clarks  o'  the  law  came 
wi*  their  apparawtua,  an'  I  watched  at  the  garret  win- 
dow to  gie  them  the  word  when  ony  body  kithed.  Weel^ 
the  very  first  night  we  put  a  tailor  sae  daft,  that  they 
had  to  blister  his  head,  an'  pit  him  on  nettle  broth.  An* 
the  very  neist  Friday's  night,  we  had  nearly  killed  twanice 
shepherd-lads  clean  out;  sae  we  were  obliged  for  our 
ain  credit,  to  debar  the  magic  thing  frae  the  housei  an* 
pit  down  the  sport. 

**  But  the  twa  comical  clarks  of  the  law  finding  out 
firae  oursels,  an'  partly  frae  others,  the  great  malice 
that  the  Currors  held  against  us,  resolve^  afore  they 
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'  gaed  awa,  to  be  revenged  on  them.  I  didna  dbcourage 
tiie  trick,  but  laughed  rather  heartily  at  the  conception, 
and  farther  than  that  our  family  had  no  hand  in  it. 
Save  on  the  night  of  the  ball,  after  I  had  fairly  put  Miss 
Alice  into  the  extericks,  they  took  their  apparawtus  to^ 
Dogdean,  an'  gae  them  a  fearfu'  drubbing.  What  wi'^ 
the  plashing  o'  cauld  water,  an'  the  midden  hole,  they 
hae  been  made  a  laughin'stock  o'  aye  synsyne,  an' 
they're  likely  now  to  gang  a'  auld  maids  to  their  graves. 
I  believe  the  last  wooer  Miss  Alice  had  was  mysel,  an' 
I  ga'e  her  a  gager's  towzle,  but  she  never  kens  o'  the 
trick,  nor  ever  shall." 

On  my  asking  how  they  could  transport  their  apparatus 
so  easily  from  place  to  place,  she  said  the  whole  was  not 
larger  than  a  pair  of  bagpipes,  for  that  the  screen  was 
as  fine  as  a  lady's  veil.  And  thus  was  I  forced  to  draw 
(mt  my  fine  ghost-story  from  a  palpable  and  simple  de- 
duction efiected  firom  natural  and  artificial  causes,  a 
conclusion  which  I  have  never  hitherto  reached,  and 
with  which  I  was  nei^er  satisfied  nor  pleased. 
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BY  JOHN  GAJLT. 


WbOfliiw*,  togalBownUwe,iiavtt«Qttop6aM^ 
llian  on  the  tortare  of  tm  mind  to  Ue 
toiMtkwecatMjni 


—The  Story  is  in  itself  singular,  and  When  youhaVd 
heard  bow  strangely  the  coincidences  dovetail  them- 
selves together,  you  will  not  be  surprised  that  I  should 
hold  such  opinions.  It  was  some  time  about  Lammas^ 
ailer  leaving  the  University,  I  had  taken  a  short  botanical 
l^xcursion  among  the  mountains,  and  was  returning 
home.  Do  not  look  so  incredulous,  it  is  no  fantastical 
imagination  of  a  young  enthusiastic  studenit,  but  a  sobe? 
narrative,  embracing  many  years. ' 

The  weather  had  for  some  time  before  been  uncom* 
monly  wet,  every  brook  and  stream  was  swollen  far  be* 
vond  its  banks,  the  meadows  were  flooded,  and  the  river 
Itself  was  increased  to  a  raging  Hellespont,  insomuch^ 
that  the  ferry  was  only  practicable  for  an  hour  before 
and  after  high  tide. 

f  The  day  was  showery  and  stormy,  by  which  I  wato 
detained  at  the  Inn  until  late  In  the  afternoon,  so  that  it 
was  dark  before  I  reached  the  ferry-house,  and  the  tide 
i^d  not  serve  for  safe  crossing  until  midnight.  I  was 
therefore  obliged  to  sit  by  the  fire  and  wait  the  time,  a 
circumstance  which  gave  me  some  imeasiness,  for  the 
ferryman  was  old  and  infirm,  and  Dick,  his  son,  who 
usually  attended  the  boat  during  the  night,  happened 
to  be  then  absent,  the  day  having  been  such,  that  it  was 
.     ToL.  IL— L  31 
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laot  expected  any  tniTellers  would  seek  to  pass  orer 
that  night. 

The  presence  of  Dick  was  not,  howerer,  absolutely 
necessajy,  for  the  boat  swung  from  side  to  side  by  a 
rope  anchored  in  the  puddle  of  die  stream*  and,  on  ac- 
count of  the  strong  current,  another  rope  had  been 
stretched  across,  by  which  passengers  could  draw  them- 
selves over  without  assistance :  an  easy  task  to  those 
who  had  the  sleight  of  it,  but  it  was  not  so  to  me,  who 
still  wore  my  arm  in  a  sling. 

While  sitting  at  the  fireside  conversing  with  the  ferry^ 
man  and  his  wife,  a  smart,  good46oking  country  lad, 
with  a  recmrt^s  cockade  in  his  hat,  came  in,  accompa- 
nied by  a  young  woman  who  was  £ur  advanced  in  preg- 
nancy. They  were  told  the  state  of  the  ferry,  and  that, 
unless  the  recnnt  undertook  to  conduct  the  boat  him- 
self, they  must  wait  the  return  of  Dick. 

They  had  been  only  that  day  married,  and  were  on 
their  way  to  join  a  detachment  of  (he  regiment  in  which 
Ralph  Nocton,  as  the  recruit  was  called,  had  that  eve- 
ning enlisted, — the  parish  officers  having  obliged  him  to 
marry  the  girl.  Whatever  might  have  been  their  former 
love  and  intimacy,  they  were  not  many  minutes  in  the 
house  when  he  became  sullen  and  morose  towards  her ; 
nor  was  she  more  amiable  towards  him.  He  said  little, 
but  he  oflen  looked  at  her  with  an  indignant  eye,  as  she 
reproached  him  for  having  so  rashly  enHsted,  to  abandon 
her  and  his  unborn  baby,  assuring  him  that  she  would 
never  part  from  him  while  life  and  power  lasted. 

Though  it  could  not  be  denied  that  she  possessed 
both  beauty  and  an  attractive  person,  Uiere  was  yet  a 
silly  vixen  humour  about  her,  ill  calculated  to  conciliate. 
I  did  not,  therefore,  wonder  to  hear  that  Nocton  had 
married  her  with  reluctance ;  I  only  regretted  tfiat  the 
parish  officers  were  so  inaccessible  to  commberation, 
and  so  void  of  conscience,  as  to  be  ffuilty  of  render- 
ing the  poor  fellow  miserable  for  hfe,  to  avert  the 
hazard  of  the  child  becoming  a  burden  on  the  parish. 

The  ferryman  and  his  wife  endeavoured  to  reconcile 
them  to  their  lot ;  and  the  recruit,  who  appeared  to  bo 
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nnturally  reckless  and  generous,  seemed  willing  to  be 
appeased ;  but  his  weak  companion  was  capricious  and 
mttish.  On  one  occasion,  when  a  sudden  shower  beat 
liard  against  thW  window,  she  cried  out  with  little  regard 
to  deeorum  that  she  would  go  no  farther  that  night. 

«« You.  may  do  as  you  please,  Mary  Blake,"  said 
Nocton ;  ^^  l»it  go  I  must,  for  the  detachment  marches  to- 
morrow moniing.  It  was  only  to  give  you  time  to  pre- 
pare to  come  with  me,  that  the  captain  consented  to  let 
me  remain  so  late  in  town." 

She,  however,  only  remonstrated  bitterly  at  his 
eruelty,  in  forcing  her  to  travel  in  her  condition,  and  in 
such  weather.  Nocton  refused  to  listen  to  her,  but  told 
her  somewhat  doggedly,  more  so  than  was  consistent 
Mith  the  habitual  cheerful  cast  of  his  physiognomy,  that 
•*  although  he  had  already  been  ruined  by  her,  he  trusted 
she  had  not  the  power  to  make  him  a  deserter."  He 
then  went  out,  and  remained  sometime  alone.  When 
he  returned,  bds  appearance  was  surprisingly  changed ; 
bis  face  was  of  an  ashy  paleness ;  his  eyes  bright,  feb- 
rie,  and  eager;  and  his  lip  quivered  as  he  s^, 

^  Gome,  Mary,  I  can  wait  no  longer ;  the  boat  ifl 
ready,  the  river  is  not  so  wild,  and  the  rain  is  over." 

In  vain  she  protested;  he  was  firm;  and  she  had  no 
option,  but  either  to  go  or  to  be  left  behind.  The  old 
ferryman  accompani^  them  to  the  boat,  saw  them  em- 
bai^  and  gave  the  recruit  some  instructions  how  to 
manage  the  ropes,  as  it  was  still  rather  early  in  the  tide. 
Oa  reUiming  into  the  house,  he  remarked  facetiously  to 
Ud  wife,   . 

<*  I  can  never  see  why  young  m^i  should  be  always 
blamed,  and  all  pity  reserved  for  the  damsels." 

At  this  moment  a  rattling  shower  of  rain  and  hail 
burst  like  a  platoon  of  small  shot  on  the  window,  and  a 
flash  of  vivid  lightning  was  followed  by  one  of  the  most 
tremendous  peals  of  thunder  I  have  ever  heard. 

^  Hark !"  cried  the  old  woman  startling,  *^  was  not 
Ibatashnekr 

We  listened,  but  the  cry  was  notrepeated ;  we  rushed 
to  Ifaedoor,  but  no  other  sound  was  heard  but  tb^  raging 
L  5}  ^ 
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ef  did  river,  ttid  Ab  roar  of  tbe  sea-wsyes  breAn^Oi 
tiie  bar. 

Dick  soon  after  came  home,  and  the  'Keat  liaviii| 
twang  back  to  her  atatioii,  I  embarked  iint&  ium^  ana 
reached  the  opposite  km,  where  I  soon  went  to  bed^ 
Scarcely  had  I  laid  my  bead  on  thff  pillow,  when  a 
eudden  inexplicable  terror  fell  npon  tee ;  I  shook  with 
an  miknown  horror;  I  wae,  as  it  #eie,  conaeiottB  thai 
some  inyisiUe  being  was  hbrermg  beside  me,  and  could 
hardly  muster  fortitude  enough  to  liefiraiki  firoon  roosiog 
die  house.  At  last  I  fell  asleep ;  it  was  perturbed  and 
unsound ;  strange  dreams  and  vagiie  fears  scared  me 
awake,  and  in  £em  were  dreadful  images  of  a  soldier 
murdering  a  female,  and  open  graves,  and  gibbet-irons 
swinging  in  the  wind.  My  remembrance  has  no  parallel 
to  such  another  night. 

In  the  moniing,  the  cloud  oa  ny  spirit  was  gone,  and 
I  rose  at  my  accustomed  hour,  and  cheerily  resumed 
my  journey.  It  was  a  bright  morning,  all  tluDgs  were 
glittering  and  fresh  in  the  rising  sun,  the  'reermt  and  his 
damsel  were  entirely  forgotten,  and  I  thought  too  nKHre 
of  them* 

But  when  the  night  retumednext year,  I  was  seized 
with  an  unaccountable  dejection ;  it  weighed  me  down ; 
I  tried  to  shake  it  off,  but  was  unaliie;  tiie  ra&nd  was 
diseased,  and  could  n6  more  by  resolution  ahake  off  its 
discomfort,  than  die  body- by  activity  can  expel  a  fever* 
I  retired  to  my  bed  greatly  depressed,  bifil-  nevestheless 
I  fell  asleep.  At  midni^,  however,  I' was  summoned 
to  awake  by  a  hideous  and  indefinable  terror ;  it  was  the 
same  vague  consctonsness*  of  some  inyisihfcs  visiter 
being  near  that  i  had  iDnce  before  ex^ifteaced,  as  I 
have  desetibed,  and  I  again  TecoUected  Nocton  and 
Mary  Blake :  in  the  same  instam  I  saw^fbr  I  camuil 
how  believe  that  it  was  less  than  apparifionalr— the  urn- 
happy  pair  reproaching  one  another.  Ae  I  looked, 
questioning  the  nitegrity  of  my  sight,  the  wretched 
bride  turned  round  and  looked  at  me.  How  shall  I  e^ 
l^ess  my  horror,  when,  for  the  ruddy  beauty  which 
she  onee  possessed^  L  beheld  the  dbamel  visage  of  n 
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teull.  t  ftttfitedupandcded  ai<Hid  wi^siidi  alanxiing 
vehemence,  dntt  "^e  whole  inmates  of  the  house,  with 
fights  in  their  hinds,  were  i^tantly  in  the  room — 
«hame  woi^d  net  let  me  tell  what  I  had  seen,  and,  eii- 
deaTOuring  to  laugh,  I  accused  the  nightmare  of  the 
disturbance. 

This  happened  while  I  was  at  a  watering-plaee  on 
the  west  coast  i  was  living  in  a  boarding-house  with 
several  strangers ;  among  diem  was  a  tall  pale  German 
gentlemmi,  of  a  grave  impressive  physiognomy.  He 
was  the  most  intelligent  and  shrQ,wde8t  observer  I  have 
•ev6r  met  with,  and  he  had  to  a  singidar  degree  the  gift 
of  ft  c^ceming  spirit.  .  In  the  morning,  when  we  rose 
Horn  the  breakfast^table,  he  took  me  by  the  arm,  and 
led  me  out  upon  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  house ;  and 
when  we  were  at  some  distance  from  the  rest  of  the 
company,  said, 

^  £xcuse  me,  «ir,  for  I  must  ^atk  an  in^rtinent 
question.  Was  it  indeed  the  dream  of  the  nightmare 
that  alarmed  you  last  night  T 

^  I  have  no  objectidn  to  answer  you  freely ;  but  teU 
ne,  first,  why  you  ask. such  a  question  T 

^  It  is  but  reasonable.  I  had  a  friend  who  was  a 
iminter';  none  .ever  possessed  an  imagination  wluch 
diseecned  better  how  nature  in  her  mysteries  should 
appear.  One  of  his  pictures  was  die  scene  of  Brutus» 
^h«n  bis  evil  genius  summoned  him  to  Philipin,  and, 
strange  Xq  tell*  you  hear  some  resemblance  to  the  painted 
Bf  UjCus.  When,  with  the  others,  I  broke  into  jour 
room  last  ni^t«  you.  looked  so  Hke  the  Brutus  in  his 
pietitfe,.that  I  eould  have  swomyou  were  amassed  with 
the  vision  oi  a  ghosts" 

,    I  related  to  him  what  I  have  now  done  to  you. 
i    "It  is  wonderful,"  said  he,  "what  mconceivable 
sympathy  hath  linked  yon  to  the  fate  of  these  unhap];^ 
persona.     There  is  something  more  in  this  renewed 
visitation  than  the  phantasma  of  a  dream.*^ 

The  remark  smote  me  with  an  uneomfortable  sensa? 
lion  pf  diread,  and  for  a  short  time  my  flf^sfa  crawled,  as 
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it  wer6^  iipoB  my  bones,     Bitt  ibe  inpnMston 
wore  off,  «id  waa  again,  entirely  for^tiM^  ^    : 

When  tine  vaat&»«ry  again  tetnm^d^  I  wan  aeiaed 
with  the  aame  heafimefts  ajSMi  ol»|eetiesM» horror «f  mind; 
it  hang  upon  me  with  Jbodingv  aad  augtiriea  until  I  went 
to  bed,  and  then,  afler  my  first  sleep,  I  was  a  l^bord  time 
uouaed  by  another  fit  of  the  tOxAtf  inaenilable  pahic. 
On  this  oceaaiott,  howerer,  ihiit  viaioa  was  dififi^enL  i 
beheld  oidy  Nocton,  pale  and  wounded,  stretch^  on  a 
bed,  and  on  the  coverlet  lay  a  pair  of  new  epaulettes, 
ma  if  just  unfolded  finom  ik  paper. 

For  seTen  years  I  was  diUa  annually  afflicted.  Hie 
irision  in  each  was  different,  blit  I  saw  no  more  of  Maiy 
Rake.  On  the  fourth occa^on  Ibeheld  Noctrni  sitting 
in  the  uniform  of  aid^e-can^  at  a  table,  with  the  cu»- 
tomary  tokens  of  conviviality  before  him ;  it  was  only 
part  of  a  scene,  such  as  one  beholds  in  .a  UHiror. 

On  the  fiiUi  oeeaston  he  appeared  to  be  ascending, 
sword  in  hand,  the  rampart  of  a  battery ;  the  sun  was 
setting  behind  him,  and  the  ahadows  and  fonaa  of  a 
toange  land,  with  the  domes  and  pagpdas  of  an  oriental 
country,  lay  in  wide  extent  around^-  it  wns  as  a  picture^ 
but  far  more  vivid  than  painting  can  exhibit/ 

On  the  sixth  time  he  appeared  aigain  atvetched  upon 
a  couch ;  his  complexiiMi  was  sullen,  not  frem  wosnds, 
but  disease,  and  there  appeared  at  his  bedside  the  fignve 
of  a  general  bfiicer,  with  a  star  at  his  breast/  wkh  whost) 
iBonver^ation  he  appeared  pleased,  tbdugh  languid. 

'  But  on  the  seventh  and  last  Occasion  oh  whidi  the 
horrors  of  the  vidons  w««  repeated,  I  saw  him  on 
horseback  hi  a  field  of  battle;  fimd  while  I  looked^ 
him,  he  was  struck  on  the  face  by  a  sabre»  and  th^ 
blood  flowed  down  upon  his  regimentalis. 

Years  passed  aftet  this,  dtning  which  I  had  none  of 
Ihese  dismal  el^hibitions.  My  mind  and  ttiemidry  re- 
sumed their  hedjthful  tone,  f  recollected,  withoutthese 
mtervening  years  of  oblivion,  Nocton  ahd  Maty  Blake, 
occasionally,  as  one  thinks  df  things  pabt,  attd  I  told 
my  friends  off  the  curious  periodical  returns  of  die  ^itfita- 
tions  to  me  as  a  remarkable  metaphysical  phenomenoxu 
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JBf  an  odd  eoiiiddenoet  it  so  h&p^ed  Aal'  ftny  .Gennfln 
friend  was  always  present  when  I  related  my  dir^akss; 
HO)  in  the  intervals,  sometimes  spoke  to  me  of  them^ 
imt  my  answers  were  vague,  for  my  rennmisceBces  wem 
imperfect.  It  was  not  so  with  him.  All  I  told  he  di«f 
tinctly  recorded  and  preserved  in  a  book,  ^wherein  he 
wrote  down  the  minntesl  things  diat  I  had  witnessed 
in  my  visions.  I  do  not  mention  his.  name,  because  he 
WB  a  modest  and-  retiring  man,  in  bad  health,  and  who 
has  long  sequestered  himself  from  company.  HI^  rank^ 
bowevert  is  so  distinguished,  ^at  his  name  could  not 
be  stated  without  the  hazard  of  exposing  him  to  im^ 
{>ertinent  curiosity;    But  to  proceed. 

Exactly  fourteen  years — tutrice  seven  it.  was-^'I 
Temember  welh  because  for  the  first  seven  I  had  been 
hamited  as  I  have  described,  and  for  the  other  seveh  I 
had  been  placed  in  my  living.  At  the  end  of  diaEt  period 
of  fourteen  years  my  German  friend  paid  me  a.  visit 
here.  He  came  in  the  forenoon,  and  we  .«pent  an 
ftgreealde  day  together,  for  he  was  a  maA  of  ijtoch  ret 
iKmdite  knowledge.  I  hi^e^  seen  none  so  wcmderAiUy 
possessed  of  ail  sorts  of  oocolt  leariung. 

He  was  an  astrologer  of  the  true  kind,  for  in  htm  it 
was  not  a  preteiioe,.bui^  a' science;  he  scorned  horo- 
scopes and  fofftunetellersi  with  the  just  derision  of  a 
philosopher,  but  We  had  a  beautjfid  conception  of  the 
I'eeiprocal  dependencies  of  nature.  He  affected  not  to 
penetrate  ta  eansea>  bat  he  spoke  of  effects  with  a 
luminous  and  religious  eloqneaee.  He  described  to  me 
how  the  tides  followed  the  phases  of  the  moon ;  but  he 
denied  the  Newtonian  notion,  that  they  were  caused 
hy  the  proeession  of  the  lunar  changes.  He  expired 
to  me,  that  when  the  sun  entered  Aries,  and  the  other 
signs  of  the  zodiac,  how  his  progpression  could  be  traced 
on  tlus  earth  by  the  development  of  plants  and  flowers, 
and  the  pas^ns^  diseases,  and  affections  of  animals  and 
man;  but  that  the  stars  were  more  than  the  celestial 
•igns  of  these  terrestrial  phenomena,  he'  ridiculed  as 
the  conception  of  theory, 
i    His  loanutog  in  the  curious  mrt  of  ali^ymy  was  equally 
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sobliiiie.  He  laughed  at  the  fancy  of  an  immOKal  dixk, 
and  his  notion  of  the  mythology  of  the  i^iiloaot^her^s 
atone  was  the  very  essenee  and  spirituality  of  ethios. 
The  elixir  of  iamortality  he  described  to  me  as  an  alle> 
gory,  which,  from  its  component  parts,  emblems  of 
telents  and  virtues,  only  showed  that  perseverance,  in- 
dustry, good-will,  and  a  gift  from  God  were  the  requt* 
site  ingredients  necessary  to  attadn  renown.  His  know- 
ledge of  the  philosopher's  stone  was  still  more  beautfe> 
ful.  He  referred  to  the  writings  of  the  Rosicruciana, 
whose  secrets  were  couched  in  artificial  symbols,  to 
prove  that  the  sages  of  that  sect  were  not  the  fools 
whom  the  less  wise  of  later  days  would  repres^it 
them.  The  8df<lenial,  the  patience,  the  humility,  the 
trusting  in  God,  the  treasuring  of  time  by  lamp  and  calf- 
culation,  which  the  venerable  alchymists  recommended, 
he  used  to  say,  were  the  only  elements  whidi  consti- 
tute the  conduct  of  the  youdi  that  would  attain  to  riches 
and  honour;  and  these  different  stages,  which  are  illu- 
minated in  the  alchynncal  volumes  as  descriptive  of 
stages  in  the  process  of  maldng  the  stone^  were  but 
hierogl3rphical  devices  to  explain  the  effects  of  well- 
Applied  human  virtue  and  industry. 

To  me  it  was  amazing  to  what  clear  simplicity  he 
reduced  all  things,  and  on  what  a  variety  of  subjects 
his  bright  and  splendid  fancy  threw  a  fair  2nd  affecting 
light.  All  those  demi-sciences — ^physiognomy,  pahnis* 
try,  scaileology,  &c.,  even  magic  and  witchcraft,  ob- 
tamed  from  his  mterppctatioas  a  philosophioal  credit 
bility. 

In  disqiiisitions  on  these  subjects  we  spent  the  anni* 
versary.  He  had  by  them  enlarged  the  ipextptiety  of 
my  comprehension ;  he  had  added  to  my  kno'wledgev 
and  Inspired  me  with  a  profounder  respect  for  himself* 
He  was  an  accomplished  musician,  in  the  remotest,  if  I 
may  use  the  expression,  depths  of  the  art  His  per- 
formance on  the  piano-fbrte  was  simple,  heavy,  and 
seemingly  the  lalxmr  of  an  unpractised  hand,  but  his 
expression  was,  be3nond  all  epithet,  exquisite  and  luAemn ; 
his  sure  were  grave,  devotional,  aiid  paihefiie,  cKmnsting 
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4if.  die  simplest  harmonic  combinations ;  but  they  tme 
ironderliil :  every  note  was  a  poition  of  an  invocation; 
Bveiy  melody  the  voice  of  a  passion  or  a  feeling  buppiUed 
"with  elocution* 

We  had  spent  the  day  ^n  ihe  fields,  where  he  ilhis- 
t»ftted  his  astfological  of^nioiis  by  appeals  to  plants,  and 
leaves/akid  ftosrers,  and  other  attributes  of  die  season^ 
with  such  deli^itful  perspicuity,  that  no  t^me  can  efface 
fioto  the  registers  of  my  memory  the  substance  of  his 
discourses*  -  In  the  evening  he  delighted  me  with  his 
jaiiraculoas  music ;  and,  as  the  night  advanced,  I  was 
almost  persuaded  that  he  was  one  of  those  extraordinary 
men  who  are  said  sometimes  to  acquire  communion 
wi^<  spirits  and  dominion  over  demons. 
.'  Just  as  wfe  w^re  about  to  sit  down  to  our  frugal  supi> 
^er,  Itter^ly  or  philosophically  so,  as  if  it  had  been 
served  for  Zeno  himself  Dick^  the  son  of  the  old  ferry-* 
man^  virho  by  this  .time  was  some  years  dead,  came  to 
the  doov  smd  requested  to  speak  with  me  in  private. 
Of  course  I  obeyed,  when  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
bn>u^  aeioss  the  lerry  that  night  a  gentleman  officer, 
fhuii  a  far  country,  who  wias  in  bad  he^th,  and  whom 
be  could  not  accommodate  properly  in  the  ferry-house* 

**  The  inn,"  said  Dick,  *♦  is  too  f&  off,  for  he  is  lame, 
and  has  an  open  wound  in  the  thigh.  I  have  therefore 
ventured  to  bring  him  herc^  sure  that  you  will  be  glad 
to  ^e  him  a  bod  for  the  nigfat  .  His  servant  teMs  me 
that  he  was  esteemed  the  bravest  officer  in  all  the  ser* 
vice  of  the  Mysore  of  India." 

It  was  in^iossibie  to  resist  this  appeal.  I  went  to  the 
dcpcnr  where  the  gentleman  was  waiting,  and  with  true* 
hoactedness  expressed  how  great  my  satisfaction  would 
be  if  my  house  ^;ouid  afford  him  any  comforts 

I  took  Mm  in  with  me  to  the  room  where  my  Oenaaii 
firieiid  was  silting.  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  gen» 
dieness  and  umffected  simplicity  of  his  manners^ 

He  was  a  handsome  middle-aged  man— his  person 

was  robust,  and  well  formed^— his  feaimres  bad  beeii 

nrig^aliy  handsome,  but  they  were  disfigured  by  ascaiii 

^Imch.  had  materially  chai^d  their  symitaetiy.    His 
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comrersation  was  not  distinguished  by  any  iemaikabi« 
inteliigenoe ;  but  after  the  lugh  intellectual  ezciteinent 
yfrhkcb.  I  had  enjoyed  all  day  with  my  philosophical 
companion,  it  was  agreeable  and  gentlemanly. 

Several  times  during  supper  something  came  across 
my  mindf  as  if  I  had  seen  him  before,  but  I  eould  neither 
recollect  when  nor  where ;  and  I  obserred  that  more 
^an  once  he  looked  at  me  as  if  under  the  influence  of 
iM>me  research  in  his  memory.  At  last  I  observed  that 
his  eyes  were  dimmed  witli  tears,  which  assured  me  that 
he  then  recollected  me.  But  I  considered  it  a  duty  of 
hospitality  not  to  inquire  aught  concerning  him  more 
than  he  was  pleased  to  tell  himself. 

In  the  mean  time  my  German  friend,  I  perceived,  was 
watching  us  both,  but  suddenly  he  ceased  to  be  interested, 
and  appeared  absorbed  in  thought,  while  good  manners 
required  me  to  make  some  efforts  to  entertain  my  guest.  • 
This  led  to  some  inquiry  concerning  tlie  scene  of  his 
services,  and  he  told  us  that  he  had  been  many  yean 
in  India. 

^  On  this  day  eight  years  ago,**  said  he,  <'  I  was  in  the 
battle  of  Borupknow,  where  I  received  the  wound  wiadi 
has  so  disfigured  me  in  the  face." 

At  that. moment  I  accidentally  threw  my  eyes  up<m 
my  German  friend — the  look  which  he  gave  me  in  an* 
ewer  caused  me  to  shudder  from  head  to  foot,  and  I 
began  to  ruminate  of  Nocton  the  recruit  and  Mary 
Blake,  while  my  friend  continued  the  conversation  in  a 
light  desultory  manner,  as  it  wotdd  have  seemed  te  any 
stranger;  but  to  me  it  was  awful  and  oraciilar.  He 
spoke  to  the  stranger  on  all  nuumer  of  topies,  but  ever 
and  anon  he  brought  hkn  back,  as  if  withoi^  desiga,  to 
speak  of  the  accidents  of  fortune  which  Ind  hefallen 
mm  on  the  anniversary  of  that  day ;  giving  dt  as  a  reason 
for  his  curious  remarks,  that  most  men  observed  anni* 
versarias^^time.  and  ^cpeiience  having  tau^t  them  to 
notice  that  there  were  curious  ccnncideEwes  with  respect 
to  times,  and  places,  and  individuals, — things  whic^of 
themselves  form  part  of  the  great  demonstration  of  tfai 
wudom  and  skill  c^fdayed  in  the  constructioo,  not  only 
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of  the  mechanical  but  the  moral  world,  showing  thaf. 
each  was  a  portion  of  one  and  the  same  thing. 

**  I  have  been,"  said  he  to  the  stranger,  **  an  observer 
and  recorder  of  such  ^ngs«  I  have  my  book  of  regis- 
tralaon  here  in  this  house  ;  I  will  fetch  it  from  my  bed- 
chamber*  and  we  shall  see  in  what  other  things,  as  far 
as  your  fortunes  have  been  concerned,  how  it  corres* 
ponds,  with  the  accidents  of  your  life  on  this  anniver* 
•ary." 

1  observed  that  the  stranger  paled  a  little  at  this  pro* 
posal,  and  said^  wkh  an  affectation  of  carelessness, 
while  he  was  evidently  disturbed,  that  he  would  see  it 
in  the  morning.  But  the  philosopher  was  too  intent  upon 
his  purpose  to  forbear.  I  know  not  what  came  ujpon 
oie,  but  I  urged  him  to  bring  the  book.  This  vis3>ly 
disconcerted  the  stranger  still  more,  and  his  emotion 
became,  as  it  were,  a  motive  which  induced  me,  in  a 
peremptiHy  manner,  to  require  the  production  of  the 
hook,  for  I  felt  that  strange  horror,  so  often  experienced, 
reaming  upon  me,  and  was  constrained  by  an  irresisti- 
ble impi^  to  seek  an  explanation  of  the  curcumstances 
by  wluch  I  had  for  so  many  years  suffered  such  an 
eclipse  of  mind.  The  stranger  seeing  how  intent  both 
of  us  were,  desisted  from  hn  wish  to  procrastinate  the 
eurious  disclosure  which  my  friend  said  he  could  make ; « 
bttt4t  was  evident  he  was  not  at  ease.  Indeecl  he  was 
so  much  the  reverse,  that  when  the  German  went  for 
his  book,  he  again  proposed  to  retire,  and  only  con- 
seated  to  abide  by  my  jocular  entreaty,  until  he  should 
leam  what  his  fiiture  fortunes  were  to  bo,  by  the  truth 
of  what  would  be  lold  him  of  the  past. 

My  friend  soon  returned  with  the  book.  It  was  a 
remarkable  volume,  covered  withTellum,  shut  with  three 
brazen  clasps,  secured  by  a  lock  of  curious  construc- 
tion. Altogether,  it  was  a  strange,  antique,  and  necro- 
mantic-loolung  volume.  The  comer  was  studded  with 
knobs  of  brass,  with  a  small  mirror  in  the  centre,  round 
which  were  inscribed,  in  Teutonic  characters,  words  to 
the  effeet,  "  I  wnx  show  thbb  thyself.'*  Before  un- 
locking the  clasp,  my  friend  gave  the  book  to  the 
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Btranger,  explsdned  some  of  the  emblematic  devices 
which  adorned  tfae.  eover,  and  paiticalari^  the  words  of 
the  motto  that  survoimded  the  little  mirror* 

Whether  it  was  ham  desigil  Or  that  the  c^nnbolB 
required  it,  the  explanations  of  my  frioid  were  mystical 
and  abstruse ;  and  I  could  see  tbm  tfaey  produced  an 
«ffect  on  the  stranger  so  sttong  that  il  was  evident  he 
«ou]d  with  difficulty  maintain  lus  self-possession.  'Hie 
colour  entirely  faded  from  his  countenance ;  he  became 
wan  and  cadavesoas,  and  his  hand  shook  violendy  as 
he  xetnrafid  the  volume  to  the  |Mosopher,  who«  im 
Teeeiving  it  back,  said«*-« 

**  There  are  ^linga  in  this  volume  which  may  cot  be 
revealed  to  eviary  eye,  yet  €0  those-  who  may  not  dis* 
cover  to  what  tibey  relate  tfaey  wili  seem  niviai  nota- 
tions," 

lie  then  applied  the  key  to  the  lode,  and  unclosed 
the  volume.  My  strange  gnesc  began  to  brea&e  hard 
and  audibly.  The  jQeosnan  tamed  over  the  v^mn 
leaves,  searchingiy  and  cardnlly.  At  last  he  found  his 
record  and  description  ofmy  last  vision,  whieh  he  read 
aloud.  It  was  not  only  minute  in  the  main  ch«un»- 
stances  in  which  I  had  seen  Noeton,  but  it  contained  an 
account  of  many  diinga,  the  still-life,  as  it  is  caMed,  of 
the  picture,  which  I  had  forgotten,  and  among  cdv^ 
partienlars  a  picturesque  aooonm  of  the  old  gdnend 
-whom  I  saw  standing  at  the  bedside. 

*<  By  all  diat!s  holy,"  cried  the  stranger^  **it  is  old 
Gripplington  himself  1  the  queue  of  his  hair  was,  as  yon 
say,  always  oiooked,  owing  to  a  habit  he  had  of  poll* 
ing  it  when  vexed;  where. oooLd  yeu  find  the  descrip- 
tion of  all  this  T 

I  was  petrified ;  I  sat  motioi^ss  as  a  statue,  hot  a 
feai^  vibra^n  thrilled  through  my  wh(^e  frame. 

My  Mend  looked  back  in  his  bode,  and  found  the 
description  of  my  sixth  vision.  It  eontamed  the  pt»* 
ticuiars  of  the  crisis  .of  battle,  in  which,  as  the  stranger 
described,  he  had  received  the  wound  m  his  fkee.  It 
afifeeted  him  less  dian  the  other,  but  sti^  the  dfect  upon 
him  was  impressive* .  : 
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The  record  of  the  fifth  vision  produced  a  more  visible 
alarm.  The  description  was  vivid  to  an  extreme  de- 
gree,— the  appearance  of  Nocton,  sword  in  hand,  on 
Uie  rampartr--the  animation  of  the  assault,  and  the 
gorgeous  landscape  of  domes  and  pagodas  was  limned 
with  words  as  vividly  as  a  painter  could  have  made  the 
scene.  The  stranger  seemed  to  forget  his  anxiety,  and 
was  delighted  with  the  reminiscences  which  the^es^^rip- 
tion  recsdled. 

But  when  the  record  of  the  fourth  vision  was  read, 
wherein  Nocton  was  described  as  sitting  in  die  regi- 
mentals of  an  aid-de-camp,  at  a  convivial  table,  he  ex- 
claimed, as  if  unconscious  of  his  words, — 

**  It  was  on  that  night  I  had  first  the  honour  of  dining 
with  the  general.'* 

The  inexorable  philosopher  proceeded,  and  read  what 
I  had  told  him  of  Nocton,  stretched  pale  and  wounded 
on  a  bed,  with  new  epaulettes  spread  on  the  coverlet, 
as  if  just  unfolded  from  a  paper.  The  stranger  started 
from  his  seat,  and  cried,  with  a  hollow  and  fearful 
voiccf— *• 

".This  is  the  book  of  life." 

The  Crerman  turned  over  lo  the  second  vision,  which 
he  read  slowly  and  mournfully,  especially  the  descrip- 
tion of  my  own  feelmgs,  when  I  beheld  the  charnel 
visage  of  M^y  Blake.  The  stranger,  who  had  risen 
from  his  seat,  and  was  panting  with  horror,  cried  qjit 
with  a  shrill  halloo,  as  it  were,— ^ 

"  On  that  night  I  was  sitting  in  my  tent,  methought 
her  spirit  came  and  reproached  me.'* 

I  could  not  speak ;  but  my  German  friend  rose  from 
his  seat,  and  holding  the  volume  in  his  left  hand,  touched 
it  with  his  right,  and  looking  sternly  at  the  stranger, 
said, — 

**  In  this  volume,  and  in  your  own  conscience,  are  the 
evidences  which  prove  that  you  are  Ralph  Nocton,  and 
that  on  this  night,  twice  seven  years  ago,  you  murdered 
Mary  Blake." 

Tbe  miserable  stranger  lost  all  self-command,  and, 
staggering  firom  the  spot,  fell. 
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A  TAtE  OF  THE  DOMINIE-* 


BY  ANDREW  PIGKEN. 


CHAPTER  L 

How  hxppy  might  the  trise  and  virtnous  Uw 
Weitt  t  not  for  wicked  hewls  that  prowl  thae««]| 
To  turn  iu  t>lu»  to  misery.— ^Scriqw. 

It  was  a  sad  gliff  that,  that  I  once  got  by  an  affair 
that  occurred  in  the  Irish  country  while  I  took  up  my 
abode  there ;  and  it  put  my  nerves  more  out  of  the  way 
than  I  can  well  describe  now,  as  I  am  oftly  recollecting 
the  matter  as  a  by-past  fact.  But  such  a  sight  as  a 
father  and  two  sons,  an  old  gray-headed  man,  and  I 
jnay  say  his  whole  family,  going  all  together,  as  I  saw 
them  go  past  my  door,  and  in  my  view,  and  that  of 
thousands,  is  such  as  I  hope  never  to  see  the  like  of 
again ;  although  I  do  not  think  that  the  world  is  grow- 
ing better  in  these  last  days  half  so  fast  as  I  could  wish 
it  should.  Indeed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  world  must 
still  be  a  bad  world,  for  all  the  pains  that  have  been 
taken  with  it,  else  such  things  could  never  have  hap- 

*  *^  The  maehlnery  of  *  The  1>omiii)e*8  Legacy*  is  sooo  desaibed :  a  benevo* 
Iwt  and  weii'informed  Scottish  Tillage  schoolmaster  becomes  indepeodent  hy 
the  means  of  a  property  left  him  by  one  of  his  pupils,  and  is  thereby  enabled  to 
■mAty  ftihToiritfr  propensity  to  ramble  on  foot  throughout  theoountry ;  a  habit 
ja  which  be  bad  previously  indulged  as  much  as  possible  during  the  recesses 
of  his  school  STocations.  Tales,  fbr  the  most  part  connected  with  the  incident 
and  eharaqter  he  is  suj^NMed  to  encounter  m  these  peragrinatioDS,  he  b«. 
qneathed  to  a  friend  for  publicatioo,  and  hence  the  title  or  the  work,"  dUd 
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pened  as  I  am  now  musing  over,  and  which  makes  my 
heart  ache  to  think  of.  If  any  one  wishes  to  know 
what  the  affair  was,  let  him  sit  do¥m  with  me,  and  I 
will  tell  him  as  well  as  I  can  the  whole  story. 

It  was  while  I  was  living  within  the  interior  pre- 
cincts of  the.  flaunting  city  of  Dublin,  in  the  Irioh  nng« 
dom,  that  I  first  began  seriously  to  make  my  observa* 
tions  on  things  in  general :  so,  wandering  to  and  fino  to 
observe  the  city  as  much  as  possible  at  a  distance, 
rather  than  in  its .  inner  embraces,  my  walks  lay  often 
in  those  southern  envinms  of  the  place  that  spread  off 
so  pleasantly  towards  the  green  sloping  hills,  joining 
the  King's  county,  whidi  the  Irish,  in  their  usual  boastful 
phraseology,  choose  to  dignify  by  the  name  of  the 
Dublin  mountains.  On  that  side  of  the  city,  and  on  a 
pleasant  elevation,  is  situated  the  healthy  village  of 
Harold's  Cross ;  and  beyond  the  village  towards  the 
said  moiHit»ns  appear  the  picturesque  policies  of  Robert 
Shawfield,  Esq.,  of  the  Warren,  some  time  a  repre- 
s^tative  in  parliament  for  the  Irish  metropolis. 

Now  there  lived  by  the  road-side  beyond  Harold's 
Gross,  and  near  to  the  fine  domain  of  the  Warren,  an 
elderly  man  and  woman,  of  the  name  of  Kearney,  who 
had  two  strappmg  sons  living  at  home  with  them. 
These  young  men  bore,  however,  rather  a  ne'er-^o-well 
character ;  and  in  fact  the  whole  of  the  Kearneys  were 
known  extensively  round  as  a  suspicious  ar^d  trouble- 
some sort  of  people.  Yet  were  th(^y,  after  all,  rather 
well  liked  and  applauded  by  their  own  sort  of  rabbling 
clan-jamfrey  of  the  neighbourhood,  more,  for  aught  1 
know,  because  they  neither  feared  God  nor  regarded 
man,  than  for  any  good  or  commendable  qualities. 
The  old  woman  (her  name  was  Judith,  or  rather  Judy, 
as  the  people  called  her)  was  well  named  after  that 
strong-stomached  amasion  who  cut  off  tlie  head  of  the 
man  with  whom  she  went  to  consort  herself,  as  we 
read  of  in  the  Apocrypha ;  for  she  was  known  all  round 
to  be  a  perfect  born  devil ;  and  like  many  other  of  the 
parents  of  the  Irish  youth,  able  to  bring  up  her  sons  in 
the  practice  of  all  manner  of  malice  and  wickedness. 
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Ve  e^imol  »ay  that  the  old  man  in^aa  qoke  as  bad  as 
his  amiable  helpmate  (for  without  doubt  she,  as  her 
neighbours  would  say,  was  ''  a  sweet  nut''),  and  it  was 
«ten  affirmed  that  he  had  occasionally  in  his  life  mani- 
fested sundry  symptoms  of  a  reckless  sort  of  Irish 
•generosity.  Besides,  the  father  of  this  hopefid  family 
had  no  imagination  to  invent  a  wicked  plot,  yet  still  he 
was  of  a  dour  and  dogged  turn,  had  within  him  a  deep 
^irit  of  suspicion  and  of  vengeance ;  and  if  he  deserved 
not  the  praise  of  having  the  head  to  conceive,  it  could 
not  be  denied  that  he  had  the  hand  to  execute  the 
darkest  scheme  of  guilt  and  cruelty. 

In  adverting  to  vhe  subject  of  the  perfectibility  of 
man,  particularly  in  Ireland,  it  hath  always  appeared  to 
me  an  exceedingly  wise  and  reasonable  proposal,  that 
in  order  to  purify  the  cha]|^ter  of  the  Irish  youth  of  the 
>krwer  orders,  we  shouldi^begin  by  shooting  all  the 
parents  with  a  cannon  ;^s^  least  diis  was  the  plan  of  a 
most  reasonable  and  humane  person,  who  lived  about 
Ike  traties  of  the  celebrated  Irish  dean,  and  ivho  had 
moreirisdom  than  I  think  it  at  all  convenient  to  pretend 
to*  But  not  being  versed  in  metaphysics,  so  as  to  en* 
tkto  me  to  insist  upon  the  execution  of  this  sensible 
project,  the  story  leads  me  simply  to  observe,  that  at 
least -the  young  Kearneys,  of  whom  we  are  now  speak- 
ing, ooidd  not  be  expected  to  imbibe  much  of  the  spirit 
of  godliness  and  honesty  from  the  walk  and  conversa- 
tbn  of  such  parents. 

Accordingly,  "  the  boys"  were  persons  of  what  philo- 
wo^hBtd  vrmid  eail  *'  a  mixed  character ;"  that  is  to  say, 
-  they  had  the  usual  semi-barbarous  virtues  of  the  Irii^ 
nountaineer,  generous,  hospitable,  and  warm  towards 
those  whom  they  chose  for  the  moment  to  delight  in ; 
but  savage  and  selfish  when  the  fit  was  over.  Still, 
however,  they  were  rather  handsome  boys,  had  the 
wUd  and  roving  eye  of  the  southern  Hibernian,  with  the 
showy,  sphittering,  and  sploring  manner  of  the  ordinary 
native.  A  full  share  of  the  bad  dispositions  of  man<> 
kind  they  certainly  had  inherited,  to  qualify  them  for 
vilhuns;  yet  still  it  must  have  been  by  tfacur  amiabto 
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parente  akiw  that  these  youths  were  fd&j  infltnietfld 
m  the  artery  of  iniquity. 

>  The  Kearneys  had  a  cow,  which  lived  abroad  about 
the  neighbooriiood,  and  some  half  a  dozen  pigs,  wluck 
lived  at  home  with  the  fiimily*  How  the  pigs  got  thdr 
living,  or  indeed  the  Kearneys  themselves,  was  by  no 
means  dearly  made  out  ]^  the  most  sagacious  of  the 
people  in  the  cabins  arouad  But  as  for  the  cow,  it  was 
xio  secret,  that  although  an  honest  and  discreet-looking 
tuute  as  needed  be,  she  was  universally  allowed  to  be 
a  common  interloper  and  a  thief,  getting  her  living 
wherever  she  could,  or  rather  wherever  she  was  driven, 
and  bringing  disgrace  and  a  blush  upon  all  the  well- 
disposed  cows  from  Harold's  Cros6  to  ihe  Dublin  mouft- 
tains.  This  cow  was  a  constant  subject  of  eyesore 
and  dispute  throtighout  the  neighbourhood,  and  in  pai^ 
ticular  by  the  servants  and  retainers  of  Mr.  Shawfield, 
of  the  Warren ;  for  the  grass  which  grew  so  rich  upeaii 
the  broad  meadows  of  his  estate,  she  had  always  been 
peculiarly  fond  of;  and  to  this  predilection  li»e  fom 
Kearneys  never  were  known  to.  have  made  the  smallesi 
objection.  Mr.  Shawfieki  himself,  who  knew  the  char- 
acter of  the  Kearneys  welU  bsued  several  strong  jno- 
clapaations  against  them  and  theiir  cow^  but  to  these 
they  were  too  audacious  to  pay  any  attention;  and  as 
for  his  own  people,  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  eurbed 
or  punished  such  doings,  they  stood  too  much  in  awe 
of  the  Kearneys  themselves  to  take  any  active  side 
«gainst  them. 

At  this  time  there  lived  in  the  neighbourbood,  and  ok 
the  further  side .  of  the  Warren  demesne*  a  widow 
womaut  who,  together  with  her  two  daughters,  theft 
living  at  home  with  her,  were  held  in.  nraoh  fovour  by 
tiie  squire ;  the  lather  of  the  girls  having  been  l<Hig  a 
fekhful  domestic  of  the  famUy,  aiftd  the  v^ow  aa4 
children  bemg  uniformly  industrious  and  deserviDgk 
This  woman  excited  some  eAvy  in  the  nei^^bourbootk 
not  only  firom  the  decided  favour  shown  to  her  by  the 
squire,  but  from  the  way  in  whidi  she^ose  to  htmg 
tqp  heat  dau^ten,  whom  it  was  thought  idie  was  rearing 
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VHh  a  cleanliness  very  much  above  their  coniiition. 
But  &is  neighbourly  envy  began  insensibly  to  merge 
into  admiration  and  respect  as  the  girk  grew  to  woman- 
hood ;  for  though  they  all  lived  in  much  isolation  in 
their  cottage  near  the  foot  of  the  Dublin  mountains,  they 
were  so  decidedly  superior  to  aD  the  young  women 
arouiid,  that  they  tacitly  came  to  be  held  up  fer  a 
pattern,  and  one  of  them,  the  eldest,  began  to  be  quite 
distinguished  and  talked  bf  for  her  beauty. 
f  It  was  not  for  a  long  time  known  who  was  the 
favoured  one  of  all  those  that  How  eagerly  sought  the 
company  of  Mattie  Connor ;  and  the  secret  was  first 
ifiscovered  by  the  attentive  Rfr.  Shawfield  himself,  who, 
with  the  virtuous  anxiety  of  a  benevolent  landlord,  kept 
a  sharp  watch  over  the  fate  of  a  dependant  of  so  inter> 
esting  a  character.  He  -recognised  by  accident,  but 
with  perfect  approval,  the  lover  of  Mattie  in  the  person 
of  an  active  young  fellow,  the  son  of  one  of  his  most 
respected  tenants;  and  he  secretly  resolved,  if  the 
youth  continued  to  act  as  praiseworthily  as  he  had 
begun,  to  make  him  an  object  of  his  favour  and  pro- 
motion. This  he  was  the  more  disposed  to  do,  as 
Owen  Lambert,  the  young  man,  had,  of  his  own  accord, 
«hown  a  firmness  and  a  spirit  in  resisting  the  provoking 
freedoms  of  the  Kearneys,  such  as  no  one  but  himself 
had  ventured  to  attempt  The  first  thing,  therefore,  Mr. 
Shawfield  did  was  to  make  Owen  Lambert  his  grieve 
or  park-ranger,  intrusting  him  witii  the  charge  of  the 
whole  of  his  policies,  and  directing  his  attention,  par- 
ticularly, to  the  wanton  and  insulting  intrusions  of  the 
Kearneys  and  others,  who  made  repeated  depredations 
on  his  property. 

This  new  situation,  thus  conferred  upon  Lambert, 
rendered  him  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  whole  of  the 
Kearneys,  who  saw  in  his  spirit  and  indefatigable 
activity  an  obstacle  afid  a  check  of  no  trifling  power 
to  their  hindrance  in  their  various  impudent  proceed- 
ings. It  happened  also,  about  this  time,  that  the  eldest 
of  the  two  younger  Kearneys  (his  name  was  Pat)  having 
thought  fit,  as  was  nddam  the  case,  to  accept  of  a  few^ 
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days'  labour  on  a  fann  beyond  the  Warren,  and  near  U> 
the  clean  cottage  of  the  widow*  aet  liia  eyes,  for  the 
first  time  to  t8S:e  particular  notice  of  her,  upon  the 
handsome  and  happy  Mattie  Connor,  and  gettiBg  at 
once  into  a  natm>al  sort  of  savage  love,  boldly  an$l 
ardently  tried  for  Mattie's  acquaintance. 

The  reception  that  Pat  Kearney's  audacious  addresses 
received  from  so  gentle  a  spirit  as  Mattie  need  not  be 
described,  particularly  as  both  sisters  had  been  w^ 
warned  against  such  c<Hupany  by  their  mother,  the  quiet 
and  careful  widow  of  the  cottage*  The  spirit  of 
Kearney  was  of  course  too  radically  bad,  and  his  igoo^ 
ranee  too  mudi  approaching  to  rufiiaa  barbarism,  to 
enable  him  to  see  or  account  for,  with  any  thing  like 
fairness,  the  catise  and  the  reasonableness  of  liis 
decided  repulse.  So  he  brqpded  over  his  mortification 
with  a  sour  and  grudgeful  gloom ;  and  being,  like  most 
bad  youths,  the  pet  of  his  mother,  to  that  amiable  lady 
he  soon  imparted  the  cause  of  his  sullen  looks  and  hw 
bluer  chagrin. 

The  p^uliar  curse  of  conscious  wickednesa  was  n^ 
new  thing  to  the  mother  of  the  Kearneys,  that  is,  the 
continual  dread  of  being  avoided  by  the  good,  and  the 
abiding  sense  that  they  deserve  to  be  avoided.  Amid, 
therefore,  her  envious  wrath  at  the  gentle  and  inofieo- 
aive  widow  of  the  cottage,  the  beldam  had  the  sagacity 
40  conclude,  that  9ome  one  must  be  favoured  with  the 
love  of  Mattie  Connor,  and  a  thought  having  crossed  the 
BiUspicious  brooding  of  the  moment,  a  strong  curiosity 
took  fast  hold  of  her  to  know  if  the  person  could 
possibly  be  the  squire's  active  and  daring  confidant, 
Owen  Lambert.  Disdaining  to.  make  inquiries  ;0f  the 
neighbours,  most  of  whom  avoided  much  familiarity 
with  her  or  with  her  dreaded  family,  she,  with  the 
indefinite  purpose  and  dogged  persevera^ice  of  a  malevo- 
lent spirit,  went  night  afier  night,  for  several  trials,  to 
ascertain  of  a  surety,  for  her  inward  satisfaction,  whether 
Owen  Lambert  actually  was  the  youth  who»  as  she  had 
learned,  was  firequently  seen,  under  the  cloud  of  night* 
to  steal  firom  the  lone  cottage  where  M^tie  and  her 
mother  dwelt. 
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It  80  hnppened,  ihat  lor  several  nights  at  ihis  tiote 
Owen  Liambert's  ihrty  had  prevented  him  from  «eeing 
his  Mattlie;  but  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  he  appeared,  to 
gladden  all  the  inmates  of  the  cottage,  and  to  carry  to 
his  sweetheart  the  pleasing  news  of  the  squire's  perfect 
approbation  of  their  union,  and  of  his  having  given 
orders  for  the  preparation  of  a  comfortable  cottage  for 
their  reception,  which  stood  near  the  centre  of  tlie  policies 
of  the  Warren,  and  which  wss  expected  to  be  ready  for 
them  in  less  than  a  fortnight.  After  partakmg  of  some 
refreshment  with  the  kind  inmates  of  the  cottage,  Lam- 
tort  took  Ms  leave,  intending  to  proceed  towards  home, 
but  Mattie  slipped  out  to  be  his  convoy  through  the; 
field  towards  the  lane,  from  the  natural  wish  to  enjo-y  ^ 
little  talk  by  themselves,  and  the  parting  embrac^^  ^f 
him  who  was  so  soon  to  be  her  own  for  ever. 

As  they  crossed  the  field  which  led  towards  ^  roa^,^ 
their  whisper,  so  interesting  to  both,  was  some ,  what  inter- 
rupted by  their  accidentally  observing  a  shap^jiggs  figure 
moving,  or  rather  stealing  along,  by  the  fence  besido 
thenu  There  was  scarcely  any  moon^  the  figure  was 
in  the  shadow  just  by  the  hedge,  and  the  place  being 
lonesome,  and  no  thoroughfare  near,  so  unexpected  an 
apparition  filled  both  the  y^outh  and  his  betrothed  with 
some  apprehension.  As  they  drew  near  to  the  stile 
ibsa  parted  them  from  r!he  road  Lambert  stood  still, 
determined  to  wait  until,  the  figure  would  come  up,  and 
to  address  to  it  the  us-aal  challenge  of  civility. 

"God  save  you, ftiend !"  was  his  natural  address,  as 
die  woman  came  np,  after  the  manner  of  the  common 
people  in  the  country  parts  of  Ireland. 

"God  save  you  kindly r  was  the  hypocritical  re- 
«p0|i8e  of  the  mother  of  the  Kearneys,  and  when  she 
came  vnp^  and  the  dull  moonbeam  discovered  the  features 
of  the  well-known  aiid  detested  old  woman,  a  shudder- 
ing feeling  eame  mvoluntarily  over  both  of  the  lovers, 
from  an  apprehensicm  that  there  was  something  which 
boded  no  good  to  either,  in  this  her  unexpected  presence 
9nd  observation. 

**fc  w  far  from  Haix)l(}'3  Cro§s  for  you  to  be  at  thia 


y  Google 


962  TSE  CLVB^pBOOK. 

howCf  Mrs*  Eeameyy**  said  Lambert,  einlly ;  <^  hxA  may- 
be ye  have  lost  your  way  as  ye  crossed  from  the  moim- 
tains.  It's  a  darkish  night  sure,  for  all  the  pretensi<in 
of  a  moon." 

^  Mind  the  moulahaa  at  your  side,  and  never  mind 
me,  Mr.  Lambert,"  said  the  old  woman,  saucily,  as  she 
stepped  over  the  stile ;  "  and  there's  moon  enough  yet 
to  light  me  to  Harold's  Cross,  if  I  want  to  go;  but 
sure  ye's  bodi  can  see  to  kiss  by  the  moon's  glimnier 
that  shows  at  night  where  the  bog  is  blackest,  ^thoii^ 
ye's  maybe  may  have  less  light  than  wiU  serve  you  to 
keep  the  four  corners  of  the  Warren  free  from  'cute 
catde  that  ken  the  differ  between  the  squire's  grass  and 
the  cotter's  cabbage."  Thus .  saying,  the  etld  wcmm 
went  muttering  away,  and  before  the  lovers  could  re- 
cover their  momentary  surprise,  she  was  lost  in  the 
dark  winding  of  the  narrow  lane. 

^'  There  is  something  that  I  do  not  like  forbodes  me 
about  that  wicked  old  woman,"  said  Mattie  C(mnor,  lay- 
ing her  hand  with  alarm  on  her  breast.  ^^  I  wish  no 
sad  thing  be  yet  to  happen  us,  Owen,"  she  added,  lookr 
ing  anxiously  in  the  young  man's  countenance. 

"  Pooh !  never  fear,  my  jewel  Mattie,"  said  Lambert, 
gayly;  and  soon  by  further  expostulation  he  succeeded 
in  quelling  the  fears  of  his  anxious  lass*  Thus  with 
their  usual  tenderness  they  parted  for  the  night,  forget- 
ting in  pleasanter  thoughts  this  ill-boding  encounter. 

On  the  same  night  three  fine  sheep  were  stolen  from 
the  flock  in  the  Warren  park ;  and  when  the  old  woman 
lirri^red  at  home  she  found  )ier  sous  washing  carefully 
the  blood  from  off  their  handis ;  the  supper  that  slreaA 
fried  on  the  cottage  fire  was  seasoned  with  the.  full  tale 
]  pf  her  discovery,  and  sundry  taunts  and  hints,  ,and  halp- 
intimated  threatenings,  addressed  to  her  sons,  that  made 
the  eyes  of  the  three  men  flash  with,  a  fiendish  expres- 
sion, sadly  predicted  what  was  afterward  to  be  coivsum- 
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CHAPTER  n. 

Sxnnux.  weeks  after  fihie,  however,  passed  quietly 
•Way,  and  now  Or^en  Lambert  and  Mattie  Connor  were 
mained  and  happy,  and  liying  in  the  pleasant  hone3rmoon 
of  their  mtton  in  the  pretty  cottage  that  had  been  pre« 
^ed  for  them  m  the  middle  of  the  Wanren  policy. 
The  whole  neighbourhood  seemed  disposed  to  rejoice 
in  thchr  uoaon^  ftom  Huold's  CHross  to  the  Dublin  moiin* 
tains,  excepting,  indeed,  the  Kesomey  family,  whose 
envy  and  malice  exceeded  all  bounds,  and  only  wanted 
an  occasion  to  break  out  into  some  deed  which  should 
glut  and  gratify  the  infernal  spirit  to  which  these 
wretched,  people  had  now  exitirely  given  way.  This 
feeling  of  demoniac  hate  was  aggravated,  if  possible,  by 
&e  very  foifoearuice,  clemency,  and  advocacy  in  their 
fevoixr  widi  the  squhe  of  the  sensible  and  considerate 
grieve  of  the  Warren ;  and  hf  their  being  made  sensiUe 
that  he  had  fully  traced  the  thefl  of  the  three  sheep  to 
them,  and  had  partly  concealed  it,  and  partly  taken  the 
Blame  of  their  loss  upon  himself  on  account  of  his  tem- 
pofaiy  absence  from  the  grounds  at  the  time^-he  wish- 
ing, by  fair  means  and  faithful  vigilance  in  future  to 
pevent,  if  possible,  any  iuither  cause  of  difference 
between  the  Kearneys  and  his  majster-  ! 

>  But  an  this  cautious  and  indulgent  conduct  only 
served  to  deepen  the  hatred  of  the  infatuated  famihr^ 
whose  malignant  spirit  seemed  to  brood  day  and  night 
over  the  provoking  good  conduct  and  still  more  ptovoiSng 
success  of  the  attentive  grieve.  The  praises  which 
the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  lavished  on  the  young 
couple  for  their  loobs,  as  they  now  appeared  in  their 
well-saved  clothes  of  a  Sunday,  walking  ann-in-ann 
so  loviiigly  past  the  Kearneys'  very  door,  to  and  from 
the  PtotQstant  church  in  Harold's  C-roils,  was  like  worm- 


y  Google 


M4  TtOL  CLir»-BOOK» 

wood  to  the  envious  spirit  of  the  three  men,  and  stong 
them  to  madness  as  it  was  weekly,  repeated  in  theii 
ears.  Yet,  with  all  their  malice,  the  natural  dread  with 
which  cowardly  vice  always  regards  open-fronted  virtue 
and  manly  good  conduct,  togeuier  with  the  firm  threat- 
ening of  the  squire,  so  awed  the  Kearneys,  that  they 
dared  not  drive  their  cow  into  the  parks  of  the  Warren 
as  they  were  used  to  do,  and  made  them  waver  in  their 
half-formed  purposes  of  vengeM  audacity.  But  the 
cow,  now  being  expelled  from  every  6M  and  ene]osar9 
round,  began  to  be  much  in  want  of  grass;  and  to  give 
a  stinted  measure  of  the  dairy  produce^  which  made  the 
old  woman  murmor  and  mutter  at  the  vigilant  grieve, 
and  soon  to  taunt  her  hopeful.  **  hoys'*  for  their  cowardly 
meanness  to  think  of  paying  for  e6w's  grass  so  long  as 
there  was  so  noruch  of  it  gro  wmg  rich  upon  the  itaea£w» 
^  of  the  Warren  beyant,**  whidi  might  give  them  all 
many  a  meal  of  good  jnilk  for  nothing,  if  it  was  not  for 
their  own  chicken-hearted  pusillanimity,  ^^  the  dbvil  save 
them.** 

It  was  not  hard  to  advise  "the  boys'*  to  any  outrage 
which  might  give  provocation  to  the  favoured  grieve;^ 
so  on  the  momilig  of  the  next  day,  the  two  in  persoa 
openly  drove  their  vexations  cow  into  one  of  the  very 
bdst  jparks  of  the  Warren.  By  the  orders  of  the  gneve» 
if  obeyed  to  the  letter,  he  might  at  once  have  pounded 
the  coWf  and  left  the  Kearneys  to  seek  their  remedy; 
but  having  been  warned  to  take  care  of  proceedmg  to 
any  extremity  against  such  dangerous  persons,  by  the 
foreboding  anxiety  of  his  anocbus  young  wii^  he  only 
drove  the  cow  from  the  park,  and  even  went  in  person 
on  the  same  evetiing  to  the^  Kearneys'  cottage,  lo  ex« 
postulate  with  them  against  persisting  in  prooeedoigs 
so  likely  to  bring  trouble  and  ruin  upon  themselves. 
"When  he  ^entered  their  cabin  he  unfortunately  jfoimd  not 
one  at  home  but  the  hardened  old  woman*  a&d  to  his 
earned  and  almost  beseeching  waniittg^  of  what  would 
be  the  sure  result  to  her  husband  and  son*,  if  they  de» 
aisled  not  from  their  insulting  trespasses,  she  only 
replied  with  a  taunting  sneer  and  a  heap  of  mpibflu^he* 
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yp&tk  **ihe  garsobii/'  for  his  persevering  zeal  in  the 
execiilioiQef  hisduiy^  " 

Two  days  more  had  not  passed  over  when  the  saw 
was  ^pdn  fotind  grasTmg  in  the  sxime  paric,  and  was 
forth Witli  driven  to  the  p()Und,  after  die  whole  affair  had 
hben  laid  %e<bte  tJie  squire.  Del^Brmined  no  longer  to 
stinxlit  t«»  these  repeated  outrages^  Mr.  Shawfield 
Resolved  to  follow  out  and  punish  this  }ast  offence  wttii 
theiitmofts*  rigdur,  particularly  as  it  had  been  aocompft^ 
nied'by  &i  wanton  breakilig  of  his  fences^  sueh  as. never 
before  had  been  attempted)  ttnd  of  which  his  jBudnftil 

grieve  had  himself  managed  to  be  the  eyewitness, 
esides,  therefore,  putting  the  Kearneys  to  the  usual 
expenses  of  the  poimd,  which  they  paid  with  dark  and 
uncomptkiictious  reluctance,  provoked  by  their  saucy 
and  threatening  manner,  the  squire  further  resolved  to 
make  an  example  oi  lihis  ikmily,  and  accordingly  sum- 
moned t\te  father  and  eldest  son  to  a  court  in  Dublin,  to 
svsWer  to  the  charge  of  a  wanton  trespass,  thie  grieve 
being  o$  ccmtise  the  chief  yet  reluctant  witness  Against 
them. 

The  news  of  the  approaching  trial  of  the  KearneySf 
when  it  eame  cautiously  ta  the  ears  of  the  ybimg  wiie 
of  the  grieve,  filled  her  widi  an  mvolubtary  and  anxious 
apprehension.  She  feared  something,  she  knew  not 
what;  she  wished  the  trial  was  over;  and  yet  she 
^scarcely  knew  why ;  for  Mr.  Shawfield  had  given  her 
assurances  of  the  utmost  ihvour  and  protection  to. her 
deserving  husband,  and  had  himself  oalled  to  see.hert 
find  to  give  her  his  word  to  that  effect.  Stilly  as  the 
tiay  drew  near  wh«n  Owen '  Lambert  was  to  go  to 
Dublin^  she  dottld  not  divest  herself  of  hei*  ferebodiag 
anmety  ^  for  dreadful  repoits  had  come  to  her  «ars  of 
the  horrthle  tlireatenings  thiat  the  Kearneys  fhad  been 
heard  to  litter  agltmst  die  huinane  yet  vigilant  youth* 
The  personal  sitttsitfon  of  the  yosi^  wife  nowheqrad  to 
lusrease  hei'  tendency  to  nervous  anxiety,  andthou^^ 
hy  day  her  mind  was  sooliied  by  argument  and  assurance, 
b^  night  her  fancy  was  haunted  w^  every  sort  of  ter- 
rifying image.  She  bad  often  heard,  with  a  fexbinine 
VoL.IL^M  38 
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■Inidder«  of  the  dreadfU  atrocities  of  Irish  rey^ge  cobh 
mitted  in  the  wild  parts  of  her  unfortunate  countiy ;  and 
whenerer  she  tried  to  sleep,  as  sjhe  lay  at  midnight  lis- 
tening for  sound  or  tread  with<mt  her  lonely  cottage, 
daik  honors,  buniingSv  and  murders  haunted  her  £s- 
turbed  slumbers ;  bul  when  she  was  awoke  by  some 
startling  shriek  of  her  imaginary  tenors,  and  found 
Owen  deeping  placidly  by  her  side,  she  would  clasp 
faun  to  her  bo6M>m  with  the  thankful  fondness  of  a  wife, 
and  thus  fall  asleep,  again  uttering  murmiurs  of  grati- 
todft  to  Heaven  for  his  aafety. 


CHAPTER  m. 

At  length  the  day  arriyed,  preyions  to  the  one  ap- 
pointed for  the  hearing  of  the  charge  against  the  Kear« 
neys ;  and  some  reports  haying  been  cunent  that  this 
pestiferous  family  were  likely  from  hence  to  be  forced 
emkely  from  the  neighbouibood,  gaye  confidence  and 
spirits  to  the  anxious  wife,  so  thai  the  day  wore  oyer 
with  unusual  comfcnrt  Ibi  the  aflemoon«  the  young 
cbnple  were  ytsited  at  their  cottage  by  widow  Connor, 
Mattie's  mother,  who.  staid  with  them  till  after  nightfall, 
and  the  eyening  was  spent  with  affectionate  and  gay 
hflarity.  At  length  the  mother-in-law  rose  to  depart, 
and  Owen  rose  ^o  in  order  to  accompany  her  at  least 
part  of  the  way  across  the  fields  towards  her  cottage. 
But  when  he  went  to  the  door,  and,  opening  it,  looked 
out  upon  the  dark  sky  and  across  the  dbscure  fields  as 
far  as  he  could  see,  and  heard  the  low  wmd  sighing 
through  the  sweeping  planting,  and  the  murmur  of  the 
distant  riyer  wMch  hmnmed  be3rQnd  the  Warren,  a  pulse 
of  inyoluntary  dread  struidc  at  his  heivt,  and  he  felt  this 
Aight  a  reluctance  to  intrust  hiinself  without,  such  as 
ne  neyer  before  remetnbered  to  haye  o<Hne  oyer  him. 
But  he  did  notexprewB  any  thi^g  to  indicate  this  in  tha 
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presendd  ^  his  wife,  although,  he  went  witiiaiit  jaad 
looked  round,  and  came  in  again,  and  appeared  thoughts 
fyl  and  restless,  and  did  not  move  for  some  time  aller 
the  widow  had  intimated  her  intention  to  leave  the 
cottage. 

His  wife  was  somewhat  struck  with  his  manner,  and 
at  first  made  an  objection  to  his  going  with  her  mot^]r» 
which  he,  in  the  spirit  of  hospiti^le  courage,  would  by 
BO  means  listen  to ;  so  her  former  fears  having  by  this 
time  been  much  dispelled,  she  made  little  opposition, 
and  with  an  afiecjtionate  look  in  her  face  as  he  parted 
from  hcr^  away  he  went  to  be  convoy  to  the. widow, 
with  many  charges  from  Mattie,  that  if  he  observed 
nothing  which  might  require  his  presence  without,  he 
should  speedily  return^  to  enjoy  his  ri^st  and  her  ad- 
vice before  what  was  to  take  pla?e  on  the  following  day^ 

Lambert  had  ndt  gone  fair  from  the  door  across. the 
fields,  the  young  wife  beifig  left  in  the  cottage  alone, 
when  the  thought  smote  her  that  she  ought  not  to  have 
allowed  her  Owen. to  lea^e  his  own  home  at  night,. at 
least  untU  the  tprial  was  over.  An  ominous  dread  npw 
came  over  her  concei;ning  hi9i»  and  she  began  to,  feel 
an  anxiety  for  his  safety  that  became  perfe^^tly  iAt^% 
rable.  ASL  th^  usual  reasonings  in  such  circumstances 
she  called  in  to  check  the  intensity  of  her  uneasy  ap« 
prehenstoos^  as  she  waited  witl^  impatience  in .  th^ 
empty  dwellmg,  and  listened  e2(g^r]y»  tj^ying  to  hear  hij| 
distant  footsteps.  AnbDuc-^wohoiirs  passed  entirely 
away  and  still  she  listened*  until  she  could  audibly 
hear  the  hard  beating  of  her  own  hearty  but  no  other 
sound  was  there  to  indicate  his  .  coming,  or  to  relieve 
di6  dreadful  horror  of  her  fevered  imaginmgs.  She  went 
out  firom  the  oottage  door  with  the  lasnp  in  her  handt 
It  cast  a  feeble  and  limited  glance  towards  .the  dark 
meadows,  but  all  lay  shrouded  in  silence  and  obscurity, 
and  he  whom  she  looked  fpr  came  not.  As  it  wore 
towards  midnight  without  his  making  his  appearancSf 
the  young  woman  sat  like  a  statue  in  the  midst  of  her 
terrors,  or  paced  aboutthe  cottage  in  incipient  distrac- 
tiao.    She  ncKt  seized  the  little  ^Iqak  that  bung  by  th« 


y  Google 


wall,  and  dirowing  it!  round,  her,  nished  into  the  d«ik 
Aelds  to  seek  for  her  hosband* 
•  Bbe  wandered  some  way  oyer  the  wet  graast  and  still 
ahe  could  see  no  one ;  but  sometiniea,  as  she  stopped  to 
listen,  she  thought  she  could  hear  the  voices. of  men 
ki  the  dark  distance,  and  damoura,  and  struggling 
sounds  seemed  to  come  over  her  eager  ear,  and  again 
she  thought  she  could  even  dislingaish  ftdnt  shrieJu 
and  k>w  groans,  carried  upon  the  telUale  wings  of  the 
passing  blast  But  this  reality  or  fanojr  was  too  mudi 
fi>r  her  nerves  to  bear,  and  she  stood  for  a  time  stock 
still  in  the  meadow.  The  Cold  wind  of  midni^t  now 
blew  chill  in  her  face,  and  namelese  tenors  came  wi& 
more  than  freezing  power  over  her  heart,  until  beeoming 
alarmed  lest  she  should  faint  beside  the  planting,  she 
made  a  great  effort  to  retrace  hef  stepd^  a»d  with  nmch 
difficulty  was  barely  able  to  reach  her  empty  and  dis- 
consolate dwelling. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  attempt  to  describe  how  the  pour 
young  woman  got  ove>  this  dreadfol  night  But  hour 
ail^r  hour  passed  like  ages  away,  and  when  daylight 
eame  without  the  return  of  hea*  Owen,  tftie  lost  the 
eense  of  her  distress  in  the  rdief  of  ohrevpowering  in- 
aensibility.  In  this  state  was  Mattie  Lambert  found 
by  a  neighbour,  who  came  to  inquire  for  her  husband 
befone  h&  gouig  to  DuUin  to  attend  the  nmeh-talked* 
OJF  trial  of  the  Kearneys. 

Mr.  Shawfield  at  this  tune  wan  living  in  his  house 
in  Dublin,  and  being  much  interested  m  the  pres^ii 
business,  from  the  repeated  annoyanoes  of  the  Kear* 
neys,  was  early  in  court  on  this  morning  of  the  trial, 
or  rather  of  the  i^niple  eithibltfion  of  a  c^ge  to  which 
ttiey  were  botmd  over  to  appear,  and  took  his  seat  on 
iiie  bench  near  the  magistrates  for  the^arhig.  Th^ 
caise  was  soon  called,  but  though  be  had  observed  die 
Keame3r8  to  be  early  in  court,  hn  fkithiul  grieve  had  not 
Vet  made  his  appearanee.  Somediing  u^ttown  might 
nave  prevented  the  witnee^s  early  attendanee,  and 
the  squire  got  the  case  put  off  till  a  late  hour  in  d» 
day,  and  now  he  became  seHouidy  uaeasy.  for  Mill 
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Owen  Lambert  aj^eared  not.  The  magistrate  y/tBB: 
tfow  ready  for  this  last?  case,  and,  utfable  to  delay  tho: 
hearing,  went  somewhat  iiuo  the  charge  in  the  ease-<t 
but  on  the  piincipal  witness  being  again  repeatedly 
called  ia  court,  stiU  &e  grieve  appeared  not. 

The  anxioiis  sqnire  looked  among  the  crowd  in  ;vain% 
and  an  impudent  sneer  was  manifest  in  the  eoiinte- 
fiances  of  the  thr^  Kearneys,  their  beldam^moth^r, 
who  stood  behind,  regarding  with  laughter  the  al4er<^ 
men  on  the  bench.  While  the  court  now  consulted  aa 
to  the  propriety  of  dismissing  this  :cas6  for.  want  of  ^vi^ 
dence,  the  elder  of  the  Kearneys  looking  towards  the 
beneh,  and  smihng  saucily  as  he  turned  towards  the 
squire,  uttered  this  strange  and  impertinent  speech,^ — 

»« Robert  Shawfield,  Esq.,  M.  P. — where  is  tbe  £ne 
witness  that  ye^were  to  have  brought  to  swear  against 
liie  and  my  boys !  If  ye  have  him,  why  don't  he  come 
forward  r  i 

The  pain  that  Mr.  Shawfield  felt  at  ihe  lm|>ertinence 
of  this  speech  was  nan^  to  .the  thought  .that  strtick 
him  at  the' moment,  as  he  gazed  severely  in  the  face.of 
the  taumag'old  man* 

>*  I  request  that  ^ese  three  men^"  said  he,  ^*  may  b« 
faistantly  taken  intd  eustody^  under  the  charge  at  least 
of  stealing  from  off  my  property  three  sheept  which! 
shall  prove  by  other  witnesses  beskies.him  who  was  to 
have  appeared  this  morning  agattst  them^  Heaven 
grant  that  they  may  have  no  greater  guilt  than  this  last 
to  account  for^  both  to  God  and  man  V^  •  - . 

The  words  had  scartiely  been  spoken,- when  a  mes- 
senger arrived  from  the  Warren  to .  inform  the  squire 
that  the  giieve,  having  left  his  cottage  on  the  previous 
night,  had  never  returned ;  'and  that  search  having  be^ 
made  for  him  every  where,  no  traces  of  him  wete  to 
be  found,  but  that  certain  maerks  of  a  struggle  had  been 
observed  on  the  side  of  a  bank,  and  strong  suspicions 
were  every  where  abroad  that  the  unfortunate  man  had 
met  with  a  cruel  death,  by  the  hands  of  these  Kearneys, 
who  had  long  used  open  threatenings  against  him.  The 
horror  of  the  master  and  friend  of  the  desenring  grieve^ 
M2 
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flBd ' of  tli6. whole  cdurt,  ^  heaiiag.  this  InteQigeiiec^ 
need  not  be  dweh  nposL, .  Warranlts:  were  : granted,  por 
^e  BWtftift,  both  to  make  ceansli  (at  the  body  and  U9 
investigate  earefully  the  marks  bad  appearanoes  of 
every  Uiing  that  should  bo  found  within  the  oottage  of 
the  Kearneys  whicb  might  funadsh  ai^  evidence  oon- 
eemlng' the  mwder- 

It  was  a  melancholy  and  a  tediofts  work^  the  search 
that  took  place  §ut  the  lifeless  body  of  the  unibrtiuiate 
yiMUig  man.  The  cry  was  so  uniisualy  and  the  sensa* 
ticm  so  ^eat,  that  T<4nntary  parties  were  formed  of  the 
peo[^e  arotind  to  assist  in  the  search,  both  for  the  sad 
s&tisfoction  of  the  distracted  widow,  if  shei  could  be 
recovered-r^lbr  the  poor  creature  was  by.  thist  tim^  in* 
sensiU«  to  all  aitrand'  hef^-^-uid  U>  ^d  legal  evidence 
againjit  the  railikiss  murderers.  Every  ditch  i^'as  raked 
fSf  many  miles  rdiiDd,  eVery  pool  and  ^ond  was  dragged 
from  Harold's  Cross  to  the  Dublin  mounts^s,.  every 
spadeful  of  earth  that  had  been  recently  diig. up  was 
moxred  sUid  tiied  below  the  sui^e ;  bttt  aCtll  all  in  vain. 
Whether  the  body  of  the.grieme  had  been  thrown  into 
the  stream  that  run  beyond  the  Wanren,  a3^  might  have 
been  carried  towards  the  sea  hefoife  :die  search  com- 
ttien^ed,  eat  whether  it  could  have  been.btiried  undejT 
die  sands  ^at^e  bottoiD,. which  pcevented  its  ever  being 
ttlatced^  or  how  else  it  eould  have  been  disposed  of  was 
liever  known,  but  the  wreldied.  widow  never  had  the 
satisfaction  of -seeing  enen  the  mangled  corpse  of  him 
of  whom  she  constantly  raved,. nor  \^as  there  legal 
proof  eithabited  of  tjhe  actual  »urderr-**for  the  body  of 
Lambert  Ivas  never  found. 

An  alarming  feeling  came  over  all  who  knew  of  this 
tnurder,  lest,  after  all,  the  Kearneys  should,  for  infant 
of  evidence,  be  snfiered  to  escape ;  for  although  during 
tihe  seatch  iain  9Xe  had  been  found  in  their  cottage,  from 
which  the  blood  was  imperfectly  cleaned,  and  whereoa 
still  stuck  some  of  the  clotted  hair  of  the  victim  of 
their  cruelty ;  and  though  the  mAtku  of  shoes,  and  the 
print  of  the  ribbed  corduroy  of  a  heavily  set  down  knee, 
^nrespondiog  with  these  aitides  worn  by  the  Keap- 
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M|f»»'a|q[raitredi  on  that  i^t  in  the  Warrea  where  aa 
«r^ent  etrnggfo  hadit^kea  place,  yet  the  body  aev^r 
havtogbeeil  produced^  with  ^thar. legal  d^efecta  iu  the 
endeoee,  |siv«  aUruiiflg  iixdic^tion  ta  tlie  pe<^ple  round 
that  the«era6y  Kestfaeya  Mrquld.  yet.get  free  of  the  capi- 
tal ehiigB..  But  the  eye.  of  Heayen«  that  neither  slumr 
bers  nor  akeps,  hftd.eeea  dimog  the  darkness  what  no 
lMimaB*eye  but  those  eagiged  in  the  murder  had  bee.n 
sujOferedto  witiidast  land  h^d  decreed  tb^t  such  atrocity 
should  not  escape  its  punishmont;  and  the  law  itsielf 
contained  a  danse' whicb  embraced  the  whole  of  tho89 
te  whom  Tengtanee  was  due.  The  malice  of  the 
Kearneys  had  been  so  inveterate,  pa^ionlarly  since  the 
pQtmding  of  theiir  cow,  and  so  openly  nianifested  to  all 
the  nei^boudiDod,  that  it  fumi^ed  out  of  their  owa 
moufihs  the  meaps*  of  their  condemnation ;  not  for  the 
adoal  crime,  whichaught  not  dearly  have  been  brought 
hoBie<tothem«  hot  for  a  deliberate  canspiraey  to  mux-* 
dery.  of  which  there .  existed  abuodanoe  of  evidence^ 
Upon 'this  point,  then,  the  whole  wer^  anrai^edi  and 
tfaioagiiy  fiooi  aoime  circumstftnee,  th6  M  wimian,  wbo 
was  well  understood  to  have,  instigated  the 'whole,  was» 
rdflactaDtly.kicqmtted,  the  thi^  men,  aagnely,  the  father 
aad  tis  two  sons,  wave. tried  and  ooadeomed  to  sufier 
on  the  very  spot  be]raBd  Han^d's  Gfosa-  where  An 
horrid  deed  was  supposed  fd  have  been  pespetratedtf  , 


CHAPT^l  IV. 

I  AX  now  oome  to  spedc  of  ^t  sickening  gliff  that 
came  over  my  heart -at  the  sight  which  I  witnessed o^n^ 
aiomiag  as  I  sat  at  my  window,  m  the  long  suburl^an 
street  as  yon  ^  towards  Harold's  Cross  from  the  city 
of  Dublin.  It  was  a  quiet  close  morning,  and  drawing 
towards  noon,  wh«i  I  sat  musing  aft  my  window,  as  I 
9Mfi  and  thinking  within  myadf  ^,  God'#gpodaessaod 
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maii^s  deceits,  for  the  daf  was  Mottdaiff  «ud 
things  eame  soothingly  oyer  my  tbovgfafts^  whidi  I  had 
heard  in  the^hons^  of  prsyer  duikig  &e  solemnities  of 
the  previous  day's  worship.  Sorely,  said  I,  goodness 
and  mercy  have  still  followed  me  all  my  1%  long,  eren 
into  this  discontented  kkigdom  of  the  Irish ;  and  as  to 
the  wickedness  of  the  widted,  in^iii^  is  wrought  in  se- 
cret  places  of  the  earth,  I  have  st^  been  pr^er?^ 
even  from  knowmg  the  depth  and  the  breadth  thereof* 
J  I  wfts  communing  with  mysdf  in  this  comforting 
way,  and  so  abstract  in  my  inward  meditation,  that  I 
did  not  pay  any  attention,  although  I  partly  saw  the 
people  beginning  to  lift  their  win&ws  all  round,  and 
those  on  the  street  beneath  running  hastily  from  that 
end  of  the  suburb  to  which  my  back  was  ad^  ihe  while 
turned.  I  have  been  often  called  stupid,  and  so  I  am, 
when  any  thing  takes  my  Uioughts  away  mto  medita* 
tive  abstraction;  so  I  never  troubled  myself  to  torn 
round  my  head,  until  the  clatter  of  a  host  of  horses' 
feet  came  over  my  ears  from  behind,  and  a; wild  ciy  of 
**  The  Kearneys !  the  Kearneys  !"  aceompaaied  thesud* 
den  rising  of  the  surrounding  windows. 

What  a  Strang  and  impressrre  ^avaloadewas  tiiis, 
which,  with  the  immease  and  horrified  crowd  that  fo^ 
ibwed  it,  was  now  almost  under  my  very  wkidcyw;  There 
were  horsemen  behind  slnd  horsem^i  before,  b^t  no 
music,  or  sound  such  as  usually  accompanies  a  military 
spectacle,  and  the  buzz  and  murmur  that  ran  through  the 
multitude  had  an  awftilnese  ift  it,  as  if  it  were  the  low 
and  deep  voice  of  justice  herself,  and  seemed  to  have 
the  sternness,  mixed  with  the  horror,  of  a  generally 
awarded  and  righteous  sentence  of  death.  There  was 
something  very  dreadful  in  the  arrangement  of  the  cav- 
alcade. Behind  the  fii^t  troop  of  imlitary  came  three 
vehibles  of  the  lowest  sort  used  as  conveyances  in  Ire- 
land, called  jingles  i  which,  being  a  species  of  double 
car,  upon  springs,  are  considerably  elevated  above  the 
heads  of  the  people.  The  first  of  these  carried  a  tem* 
porary  gallows,  which  was  to  be  erected  on  the  spot 
where  the  minrder  had  been  committed;  the  last  eon* 
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jUuied  (hre^.. coffins ;  tbA  in  i the  cteitre  jiiigler  sat  the 
Wfetcli^  meii}  the  exeenitedobjedts  of  tiiis  hQrrid'prep&- 
ration. 

''Lord  save  us,"  said  I*  as  I  surveyed  the%hole, 
>**  but  it  is  an  awful  sight  to  see  a  father  and  his  two 
sons  carted :off  together  to  their  death;''  tvro  of  them 
young  and  even  handsome  men,  and«  together  with  the 
father,  such  as  you  never,  could  have  suppdsed,  from 
.thei/  looks,  to  he  capable  of  committing  so  atfociots  a 
.de^d.  The.  dmee  sat  together  in  the  jingle,  with  a  hard- 
headed  prielst  plaeed  between  each,  and  holding' a  era- 
eafo  close  to  their  faces.  They  were  all  dressed  m 
black,  their  arms  {Knioned  to  their  sides,  widi  the  white 
•caps  of  execution  on  tkeir  heads,  and  the  ropes  alr^dy 
Jiangi^g  from  their  bared  necks.  The  wianiiess  of  death 
already  gaiye  their countefciances  a  blanched  oacEavvroush 
Hessi  whidhlBvaa  absolutely  fearful  tetbehold;  the  young 
jHien,  in  paiHicttlai::^ '  seemed  quits  overcbmie  with  the  faom 
i!or  of  guilt  and  of  their  aunation,  and  had  lost  Mipawer 
^ver  themselves,  so  that  aa  the  vehiek  jolled  slowly  on  to 
their  death,ibeir  heads  wagged  backwards  andforwards 
with  every  motion,  and  when  they  ventured  to ;  try  to 
IqOIl  b^re  or  bdiind,  their  eyeifijced  cmtfae  greatfri^ht- 
fol  gallows,  ruihbiingion  in  thdrview^  ^^wftdoh  &ey 
wa«e  about  to  be  suspouled  by  ^le  Deck^  and  behind 
came  the  row  of  c«&n9  which  aliready  gaped  (for  their 
ewqwes.  The  crowd  that  nt»ved.on  at  ti^ki  side  kioke^ 
up  in  their  languid  countenances  with  impvessioira  such 
m  eoMr  not  easily  be  effaced,  and  the  oidy  Rolands  that 
were  htondf  besides  the  si^ipressed  mormuv  oi  the<  peo- 
ple,, wia  a  startling  howl,  which  now  and-  then  Ixitst 
£x>tn  a  band  of  wcmidn,  who  folhywed  the  car  beaii&g 
the  opffinsy  among  which  was  the  tnretched  wife  of  one 
and'  niother' of.  two  of  the  men  whonixahe  tvas^Mh 
characteristic  hardiness,  now£)llowing  to  the  gibbetk - 
.  The  :  melancholy  procession,  passed  away,  from  be- 
fore my  eyes,  and  the  occasional  hoiwl  <iS:ihe  women 
^am»  with  sickemng  impresdoa  over  my  ears,  as  the 
whole  moved  off  in  the  distance,  and  as  I  refkcted 
upon  the  miserable  end  of •  idi  inogrrigJUeiworkers'^ 
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iniqnitf*  I  w»  sfterward  told  by  llioee  w1m>  witnessed 
the  exeeotioii,  that  the  haxdened  old  wretch  who  had 
urged  her  family  into  the  commission  of  these  atroci- 
ties had  the  heait  to  stand  at  the  gallows'  foot,  while 
^at  husbttid  and  these  two  sons,  which  oonstitated  all 
her  earthly  ties,  were,  for  the  crimes  to  wbax^  she  had 
enconraged  them,  struggling  in  the  agenies  whidi 
launched  them  into  eternity. 

But  ^e  most  painful  part  of  this  whole  trag^  re- 
lated to  the  unfortunate  widow  of  the  murdered  grieve, 
whom  her  terrible  miirfortune  had  entirely  bereft  of  her 
aenses,  and  for  whom  the  sympadietic  squire  made  am* 
pie  provision,  as  a  confirmed  and  hopeless  lunatic.  The 
broken-hearted  %idow  took  her  unfortimate  daughter 
baciL  to  her  cottage,  and  willingly  aided  in  the  delusion 
into  which  the  poor  creature  haul  gradually  fhllen ;  that 
Owen  Lambert  was  still  att«iding  the  ^al  of  the  Kear* 
neys,  fix>m  whieh  he  was  hourly  expected  to  return. 
Whenever,  Aerefore,  the  moitning  was  fine,  the  interest- 
ing maniac  went  iovth  and  sat  patiently  on  a  stone  at 
the  door,  to  wait,  as  she  aaidi  untd  he»Owen  came  home 
fix>m  Dublin. 

Curiosity,  and  that  melancholy  interest  widi  which 
unmorited  misfortane  n  always  invested,  led  me  one  day 
to  swerve  off  ray  way  as  I  wesntr  to  the  Dublin  moun- 
tains, to  try  if  I  could  see  her.  Sure  enou^,  as  the 
pecq[de  dieie  say,  I  did  see  this  pretty  and  dememed 
young  widow,  sitting  as  usual  in  the  eunshine  at  the 
eottag»4oor,  and  sii^fiBg  sillily  to  herisell^  as  she  eaie- 
lessly  knitted  some  trSiog  article.  When  she  peiu 
oeived  me  she  roee^  and  looking  amdously  in  ray  face, 
came  forward  to  me^t  me.  *^  Begging  your  pardon, 
sir,'*  she  said,  in  the  hquid  softness  of  tb»  Dublin  oa^eis, 
and  couvlesying  as  die  drew  near,  ^^did^your  honour 
come  firom  Dublin  this  morning  T 
'  ^I  did,"  said  I  sadly,'  observing  &e  poor  thing's  look 
of  melancholy  amd^* 

<«  Maybe,  sir,"  she  continued,  ^'yoHcan  tellmeaome- 
tfaiiig  of  one  Owen  Lambert,  that's  there  at  the  triaLnr^* 
Ah,  he  is  lon^  long  of  conung  I". 
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«  So  he  is,"  said  I,  "  but  youll  see  him  by-and-by." 
•*  Will  I  ?"  she  said,  a  gleam  of  joy  coming  over  her 

featmres.    **Alas!   but  I  am  weaiy,  weary,  so  long 

waiting  to  meet  him.** 

'*  Are  you  T  I  said,  forgetting,  in  my  pity,  the  poor 

girl's  insanity.    ^God  help  you!   broken-heart,---but 

yon  will  meet  him,  I  doubt  not,  in  a  better  world  !** 


'   Tilft  ENI». 
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